UNIVERSITY 
OF  FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES 

s 


WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


conta'iniNo 


Political, 

HISTORICAL, 

GEOGRAPHICAL, 

SCIENTIFICAL, 


ASTRONOMICALi 

STATISTICAL, 

AND 

BIOGRAPHICAL, 


DOCUMENTS,  ESSAYS,  AND  YACTS§ 


Together  with 


NOTICES  OF  THE  ARTS  AND  MANUFACTURES,  AND  A RECORD 
OF  THE  EVENTS  OF  THE  TIMES. 


H.  NILES,  EDITOR. 


THE  PAST— THE  PRESENT— FOR  THE  FTTURE. 


FROM  MARCH  TO  SEPTEMBER,  1818— TOL.  XlT 
OR,  VOLUME  II.— NEW  SERIES. 


BlLTIMdUE; 

tRlSFTER  AND  PtJBlISHEIV  Bt  THE  tJAtOUf 

9kt  ttje  ifrattitlin.  prej3?. 


BEEAD  OP  CBEAPSTDR. 


§nHx  tif  m Mntmit0  (>f 


A. 

AboUlion  of  ihe  slave  trade  136 
AcademiciiUi,  tlie  • ,16 

Adams,  .loll!),  }!.  b)ist  of  15;  his 
iettrrioti.e  editor  on  the  A- 
iTierican  rtvohiiion,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  first  great  actors 
in  it,  17;  respecting  certain 
early  opinions  of  our  naval 
power,  33/  on  the  character 
of  James  Otis  and  others,  137; 
on  the  chi.raeter  of  Samuel 
Adams,  8ic.  177;  liis  letters 
♦({  Mr.  Wirt  respecting 
Messrs.  O is,  Henry,  &,c.  257; 
Mr.  J ■fl'er.son’s  opinion  of  him 
3?P;  auoUier  letter  about 
Mr.  Oii.s,  339;  again  to  Mr. 
Win,  364 

Adnati.c  coasts,  survey  of  13 

Afiica — colonization.  1^23;  cap... 

t Ives  in  293;  reported  disco- 
veries in  421 

Agencies  at  IVashington  city-— 
excellent  notice  respecting  256 
Alabama—improvements  in  15;- 
goi-ernor’s  address  to  the  le- 
gislature 44;  correspondence 
of  tite  governor,  270;  French 
’ein^igrants,  S9S;  town  lots. in  440 
Algiers — captures,  plague,  &c. 

96,  223,  391;  relations  of  the 
U.  S.  with  167,  391;  of  the 
dey,  223;  Sicilian  tribute  to 
325;  narrative  of  a captive  at  432 
Aileghany  bridge  439 

A.taeiia  island — see  ‘ Florida” 

98,  100 

Americans — in  Europe;  anec- 
dotes of  12 

“American  revolution,”  presi- 
dent Adams’  letter  upon  17; 
see  “Adams.” 

Arubaptists  oil 

Annapolis — as  a naval  depot  14 
Appointments — military  152; 

miscellaneous,  a long  list  203 
A-rabs,  prisoners  among  293 

Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie — see 
“Seminole  war” — remarks  on 
their  execution,  with  facts, 
?cc.  246,  269,  337,  370;  their 
case  mentioned  in  England  438 
Aifi.oiste  \d,  col.  dies  168;  account 
of  Ids  fljneral  190 

col.  Geo.  the  schr.  342 

Armories  of  the  U.  S.  42 

Army — organization  of  the  staff 
224;  notice  to  cadets  224;  list 
of  jn-omotions  and  appoint- 
ments 247 

A.ury,  com.  64;  arrested,  &c.  92; 

Irs  fleet  342 

Austria — of  young  Napoleon  96, 
307  376;  consul’s  appointment 
and  salary  96;  masonic  lodg- 
e.s  proscribed  222;  population 
308;  lour  of  the  emperor,  308; 
proceedings  respecting  Eng- 
lish cotton  yarn  308;  of  the 
loan  to  391/  population,  mi- 
litary force,  Ike  404;  articles 
consumed  in  Vienna,  births 
and  deaths  in  421 


B. 

II  Idwin,  Dr.  239 

Baltic  sea  189;  trade  293 

Baltimore,  proceediiigs  of  the 

corporation W.-shing  ton’s 

birth  day  14;  inspections  151; 
Pratt  street,  240;  battle  mo- 
nument 295;  improvements  310 
Bank  of  the  United  States^re- 
marks  on  its  drafts,  the  yjro- 
posed  alteration  of  its  charter 
and  a proposition  that  the 
stutes^shouldtaxit  4,  23;same, 
stock  and  stock  notes,  loss  to 
fhe  U.  States,  &c.  20,  pro- 
posed to  be  taxed  by  the 
states  23,  64;  on  the  manner 
of  taking  the  shares,  value 
of  the  slock,  &c.  35;  cost  of 
a lot  for  the  building  at  Phi 
ladelphia  152;-  general  re- 
marks and  exhortations  260; 
letter  from  a director  and  re- 
marks 281;  again  297;  about 
the  dividend  of  329;  scraps 
397;  Mr.  Calhoun’s  report  on 
the  national  currency  and  re- 
marks 4Q9;  brief  notices  121 

Bank  of  Glouces'  er  robbed  15; 

-at  Pittsburg  robbed  135,  272; 
commercial  of  lake  Erie  321; 
Susquehannah  bridge  and 
banking  company  320;  of 
Cumberland  robbed  423 

Banks — see  “paper  money”  and 
“paper  system” — general  es- 
says Oil  the  nature  and  opera-^ 
tion  of  1,  17,  33,  89,  104, 
108,-  177,  193;  origin,  pro 
gross  and  end  of,  with  a pro- 
ject for  new  one  225;  rags, 
&c.  281,  297;  legal  decision 
respecting  notes  of  a,  207; 
proposition  affecting  the 
choice  of  legislators  297,313; 
the  fountain  of  evil  313;  lists 
of  forgeries,  3l3,  331, 
333,  356,  377,  396,  428;  on 
the  capacities  of  377;  respon- 
sibility 378,  379;  report  in  the 
legi.slature  of  New-York  re- 
specting 39;  exchange  of 
notes  396,  414;  respecting 
ha  f notes  223 

B anking  and  emigration  397 

Barbarian  captivity  432 

Barber,  col.  295 

Barney,  com.  103;  anecdote  380 
Burton,  Dr.  of  the  navy  171 

Bavaria — of  the  constitution 
404;  population  42l 

Berkley,  Dr.  murdered  240,272 
Bible  society,  British  340 

Big  Warrior,  letter  from  270' 

Birdsall,  muj.  assassinated  360- 
376;  his  murderer  440 

Blood,  a discovery  to  staunch  it 

344 

Bloomfield,  ?Ir.  U.  S.  consul  ai 
Cadiz  188 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon  132,  222, 
254;  anecdotes,  &c.  307,  325, 
376  421;  alarm  about  him 

401/  case  of  Poinothouski  421 1 


, Boxing,  interrupted  359 

Braddock’s  defeat — Mr.  Find 
. ley’s  letter  re -pecti'ig  179 

Brazil;  the  king  pv!,cluimed  167; 
the  Congress  frigate  at  168; 
arrests  223;  letters  from  Bio 
Janeiro  261 

Briggs,  Isaac  255 

Briou,  admiral  189,  325,  342,  392 
Brister’s  island  272 

British, 

Aljbot’s  drawing's,  Ike.  253 

Act,  i-espcctiiig  tbe  commercial  conven- 
tion with  tbe  U.  S.  187 

Alien  bill  293,  401,  420 

Antiquities  324 

Appeal  for  murder  237 

Arms,  export  of  376 

Army— supplies  186,  2t^ 

Athol,  the  duke  of  324 

Artificers,  imprisoned  187 

Bank,  notices  respecting  94;  notes  131; 
specie  payments  of  220,  375;  forgeries 
220,  237;  (remarks)  238,  313,  397;  of 
Scotland  420 

Bayonet,  the  use  of  403 

Bible  society  340 

Bii-lli,  four  children  at  a 324 

Black,  the  rev.  Dr.  13 

Boydell,  alderman  420 

Bread  stuifs  94,  132 

Burney’s  library  306 

Burns,  the  poet  375 

Cabinet  131 

Cambridge,  duke  of  12,  237 

Canning,  Mr.  a letter  to  him,  &c.  228 

Castltreagh  13 

Catholics  271 

Charlotte,  princess  206,  359;  a letter  said 
to  be  w lit  ten  by  her  to  her  mother  220 
Children  changed,  a story  about  220 

in  manufactories  237 

Church  and  theatre!  253 

Clturches,  new  66 

Clarence,  the  duke  of  237 

Cochrane,  lord  166 

Cockburn,  admiral  271 

Coinage  166,  238 

Colonies,  of  their  intercourse  with  the  U. 

Stales  111 

Commercial  convention  with  the  U.  S.  187 
Cotton  imported  94 

Couvteny,  lord  13 

Crimminals  117,  237,  271,  375 

Crofts,  sir  Richard,  kills  himself  132;  re- 
marks 206;  guesses  220 

Curtis,  sir  William  419 

Debt  252 

Dissolution  of  parliament  420;  remarks  438 
Distillation,  improved  253 

Drinking,  bard  324 

Duellist,  extensive  132 

East  India  service  324 

Edinburg,  the  prevost  of  439 

Elections  116,  152,  419,  437,  438 

Elopements  306 

Emigration  from  12,  166,  187,  253,  305, , 
358,  392 

Executions  253 

Expenditures  237.  252,  401 

Extracts  from  Newspapers  152 

Fife,  the  earl  of  271 

Financial  plans  186,  '220;  expose  of  the 
project  252 

Fine  arts  and  artists  271 

Fires,  a cotton  factory  burnt  166 

Flash  houses  271 

Floating  chapel  for^earnen  325 

Flour,  prices  of  12,  132,  186,  237,  305 
Game  laws,  defence  of  by  a priest  237 

Glover,  Mrs.  42® 

Gold,  price  of  116 

Grain,  &c.  132,  186 

Grattan,  BIr.  attacked  438 

Greenwich  hospital  94 

Habeas  corpus  act  94;  (sufferers  under 
its  suspension)  143,  306 

Hacktiey  coach  fare  324 

Hail  storm  166 

House  of  commons  401 

Indemnity  bill,  protest  against  18T 

Ireland  166;  population  305;  export  of 
provisions  324;  fever  in  324;  strange 
trial  fw  murder  324 

Irish  remarks  on  the  president’s  message 
225;  East  India  trade  290 

Iron,  extensive  use  of  324,  359  390 

Kent,  tin  duke  of  306 

Kins', 


INDEX: 


Language!  ^ 3li 

Lewis,  sir  Watkins  324 

Litig:uion  of  forty  j-ears  324 

London— bills  of  mortality  94,  401;  fever 
in  341 

Lotteries  306 

Loyalists,  American  402 

Lunatics  in  Scotland  390 

Manufhctures  166 

>lethodist  missions  390 

Military  tactics,  new  403 

Militia  237 

Moles  killed  420 

Monareby,  on  the  state  of  the  328 

Naturalization!  420 

Naval— officers  116;  vessels  building,  &c. 
131;  do.  on  the  American  plan  253;  a 

fleet  to  sail  358;  round  sterns  402,  407 
Newspapers  305 

North  pole  expedition  220 

Oi>po$iiion  in  Parliament  341 

Order  in  council  387 

Packets  360 

Painters  271 

Palmeston,  lord  220,  324 

Peace,  Mr.  Vansittart’s  observations  296 
Pedestrians  132 

Pensions  341 

Picture  of  England  333 

Pitt’s  birth  day  , 375 

Plymouth  breakwater  253 

Politics,  ease  of  Canning,  &c.  228 

Poor,  paupers,  and  poor  laws,  &c.  221, 
271,  305 

Pot  ash,  manufactory  of 
President  frigate 

Protest  against  the  indemnity  bill 

against  the  alien  bill 

Quaker’s  vote  at  London 
Queen  Charlotte 
Red  book  extraordinary 
Reform! 

Reform  in  the  parliament 
Regent’s  speech  94,  402;  his  cruize  off 
Krighton  390;  to  marry  Maria  Louisa! 
'2o6;  gives  an  entertainment  420 


271 
166 
187 
.420 
419 
306,  341 
341 
306 
94 


Revenue 
Richmond  the  duke  of 
*‘Right  of  search” 

Bose,  George 
Rothschild,,  the  banker 
Rush,  Mr.  U.  S.  minister 
Seamen 

Scotland— the  bank  of 
Slave  trade,  respecting  the 
Specie  payments 
Speech  of  the  prince  regent 
Spies,  licensed 
Stamps,  duty  upon 
State  of  the  country 
Stewart,  lord,  bis  salaries,  &c 


166 


375,  438 
706,  324 
166 
94 

. ' 220 
132,  341,  375 
94,  305,  325 
13 
J86 
375 
94 
324 
305 
166 
306,  324 


Stocks,  American  13  94,  132,  220,  237.  341 
— — — British  94,  152,-  220,  237;  ("rliffer- 
ence  between  British  and  French)  237, 
341.  375,  376,  420,  438 


Storm  at  Plymouth,  Ikc.  152,  237 

Succession  to  the  throne  328 

Suicides  13 

System  of  commerce  406 

Taxation— servants,  &C(.  166 

‘Tea,  imitations  of  420 

Tempest,  Miss  324 

riieatres,  slate  of  401 

Toasts  40 1 

Trial  by  battle  237 

Vapsittart,  Mr.  375 

Wales,  the  princess  of  94,  186,  305 

Wellington,  the  duke  of  132, 166;  his  estate 
253;  titles!  359 

, West  Indies  186,  271 

Wheat  166,  186 

Whirlwind  166 

Woolen  manufactures  220 

Brown,  gen.  division  orders, 
Feb.  23,  18i8,  32 

Brown,  admiral  96 

Bunker’s  hill,  the  battle  of,  re- 
turns of  loss  at,  &c.  321 

C. 

Cadets,  notice  to  234 

Campbell,  Geo.  W.  136 

Canada,  &c.  proposed  to  be  ced- 
ed to  the  U.  S.  14;.  R.  Gour- 
lay  117,  207;  political  discus- 
sion, 2z2‘  294,  30b;  cold  i.i 
135;  extract  from  the  iMon- 
Herald  238;  snov/  308; 


remarks  on  the  conquest  of 
395;  emigration  to  359 

Canal  across  Cape  Cod  15;  Hud- 
son and  Champlain  24 

Capviviiy  in  Barbary  432 

Caroline,  the  ship,  attacked  by 
tlie  Spaniards  404 

Chehaw  village— see  “Seminole 
war”— and  218,  267,.  292 

Cherokee  Indians,  schools  a- 
mong  390 

Chesnut,  col.  J.  dies  2o8 

Child  killed  by  a snake  408 

Chii; — state  of  affairs  in,  96, 167, 
168,  189, 358, 406;  the  block- 
ade of  168,  189,  358,  406; 
see  “Hornet;”  the  great  vic- 
tory of  Maiou  309;  details 
3 6,  384;  revenues,  &c,  27^; 
documents,  interesung  384 

China— differences  vvith  tlie  Bri- 
tish 309;  of  the  emperor  turn- 
ed Christian!  ' 325 

Ci.irke,  gen.  G.  R.  dies  4S 

Clay,  Mr.  295 

Cleopatra’s  barge  407 

Clergyman,  affection  for,  a 395 

Clerks  in  the  public  officas  413 

Cobbett,  William,  his  petition, 
&c.  to  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
•sylvania  170 

Coffins,  patent!  32 

Cold,  record  of,  14,  32,  135, 
152;  at  Baltimore  in  May  192 
Cold  water,  effects  of  dririking 
it  376,  424 

Commerce  of  the  United  States , 
a Frenchman’s  remarks  on  414 
Commercial  regulalious  358 
Congress  frigate  168 

Congress^ 

Accounts,  settlement  of  14.s 

Acts,  a list  of  those  passed  (see  laws)  147 
A(i|ournment  46 

Alabama  t‘:iritory  10 

Amelia  Island— 98, (documents)  100, 169 
Ameudiuents  to  die  constitution,  27,  28, 
145,  ISO 

.Anderson,  John  133 

Armories  ofthe  U.  S,  10 

Armory— staff  26,  97,  103, 1 19,  120— bre- 
vet offictrs  26,  27,  97,  134;  accounts  97; 
organization  119;  peace  establisiiment  145 
Arms,  manufacture  of  97 

Arts,  useful,  tlie  promotion  of  61 

Austin,  Loririg  119 

Bank  of  the  If.  S.  48,  133;  (Mr.  Horsey’s 
resojutions)  133,135;  the  bill  for  a depu- 
ty president,  &c. 


Banks  of  Columbi.'..  on  the  state  of 
Bankrupt  bill  11;  yeas  and  nays  on,  12 

Barliour,  Mr.  his  speech  200 

Bassett,  midshipman  93 

Beaumarchais, de  II 

Boundaries  ol  the  U.  S»  report  of  the  com- 
missioners 28,J01 

Bounties  ' lOl 

Bounty  lands  103 

Canal— Del.  and  Chesapeake  63 

Capitol  119,144 

Carrol,  Coffee  and  D.esha,  generals  119 

Chauncy  com.  12 

Chesapeake  bay,  defence,  &e.  of  12,  120 

Claims, reports,  &c.  lOl 

Clay,  Mr.  27,  99;  speech  121 

Clerks  in  the  public  offices  101 

Collectors  ofthe  customs  28;  offices  of  do.  143 

Color,  people  of  146 

Columbia,  district  11 

Commercial  intercourse,  bill  regulating 
it  111,  118,121 

Controversies'between  states  97,  118 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods  135 

Creighton,  capt.  12,29 

Deaf  and  dumb  boy  145 

Debt  ofthe  U.  5.  paid  into  the-  U.  S..bank 


Dickerson,  Mr.  hi's  speeeii  18,5 

D.awbdeks  93 

Dn ties  on  imports  and  tonnage  12,  134, 
L6;  law  215;  on  cottons  and  WDoileiis  135 

Earnest,  Cbarki's  14i 

Elections,  to  provide  an  uniform  mode  27 
Executive  dep.artinents,  buildings  for  13.3 

Expatriation  12,  27, 29 

Exports  of  the  U.  S.  50 

Fishing  vesseds,  &c.  10, 

Flag  of  the  U.  S.  98 

Forsyth,  Mr.  resolutions  ofll;  speeches 

99,  1.56 

Franking  of  letters  133 

French  spoliations  26 

Friends,  memorial  of  I - ’ 

Georgia  militia  services  29 

Ghent,  expenses  under  the  treaty  of,  &c.e. 

101,134,146 

Goodwyn,  col.  10,11 

Hu-rison,  gen.  .97, 103,  185. 208 

Heat!i,capt.  12.103 

Herrick,  Mr.  , 64, 98 

History  of  congress,  proposed  64,102 

Hospital,  marine.  14-5 

Illinois  territory  119,  133,  134 

Indians,  of'a  trade  with  , 29,119,  120,146 
Internal  improvements  46,  47,48,61,62, 

63, 97;  a nlSn  of,  called  for  102^119 

Invalids,  respecting  11,  135,  144,145  ,1  16 
Irish  emigrant  associations  27, 2V  i , 229 
Iron,  ofthe  duties  on  l35,  !44 

Johnson,  col.  R.  M.  98,  103,  200,203 

Journals  of  the  convention,  &c.  63 

Judges,  salaries  of  118,120,144 

Judiciary  12,  133;  records  27,  45;  lees  134r 
districts  146 

Kalb,  de,  baroti  28,  29 

Ring,  Mr.  his  speech  29^ 

Lands/  public  10;  Indian,  in  Kentueky  26, 
27;  Charles  Smith's  petition  29,  “for  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive”  61; 
offices  97;  of  forfeitures  of  133,  I34i 
claims  134,  in  Louisiana  and  Mississipp 

144, 145 

Laws  passed,  a list  of  147 

Lewis,  Edwin  131 

Lewis,  Mr.  proposes,  amendments  to  the 
constitution  145 

Licenses,  British  134 

Lkiyd,  Mr.  his  letter  -iOO 

Loomis,  Jarins  98 

Mails,  respecting  the 

Mail  coaches  97 

Manufactured  articles  imported,  duty 
upon  103,118,134 

Massachusetts  claims  47 

Meade,  Mr.  petition  of  his  lady,  &e.  8;  his 
case  97,  106,  120 

Medals  97,119,203 

Meeting  of  congress  103 

Memorial  of  certain  naval  and  marine 
officers  ll 

Messages,  at  length— of  the  president, 
decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the  ( 
4th  article  ofthe  treaty  of  Gb  - it— 28; 
of  the  same,  respecting  a proposed 
amendment  of  tin/ constitution  28 

Mexico,  American  citizens  conflned  in  47, 

135 

Michigan  territory  1>,  46, 63 

Military  academy  11 

Militia,  respecting  the  arming  ofll;  laws 
61;  ofthe  pay  of  ' 119,120 

Mississippi  6.J 

Missouri  territory  119 

Naples,  relations  with  . . 53 

National  currency,  report,  and  letter,  &e. 

with  remarks  409 

Naval  depots  26,  61.  98,  120 

Navigation  hill  107,111,118,  12l,  133,  134; 

law  131;  JMr.  King’s  speech  29S 

Navy;  the  support  of  11,  46;  ucconiits  97; 

discipline  119,  report  184 

Netherlands,  relations  with  89,  97 

Neutral  relations  63,64,  98,  133,  145 

New  York,  district  courts  47 

Niagara  frontier  120 

Offices  ofthe  customs  that  may  he  dispens- 
ed with  143 

Orr,  B.  G.  97 

Pap-r  hangings  119 

Paulding,  .loh.i  46,  146 

Payiniast^rs,  delinquent  135,  144 

Pazos,  Vincente  43,  6i,  103;  his  memori- 
al, at  length  113;  documents  169 

Pensioners  10,  i 1, 23,  94, 135,  144 

Perry,  capt.  12,103 

Persons  of  color  26 

Petitions,  many  presented  11 

Pitkin’s  statistlQS  142,146 


133  Ptiiroy,  Mr* 


m 
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P^'ivate  armed  vessel?  '134 

public  builditins  11^  143, 144 

Ration  for  the  troops  10,11,145 

Jleicl,  capt.  S.  29 

jlesoiu  tions,  list  of  those  passed  149 

Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  11,  26, 
46;  60, 93,  126 

Hoads  and  canals  240 

Hoads, the  repair  of,  &c.  63, 103 

PRotation’^of  the  rhembers  49 

Rules  of  the  house  47,  63 

6t.  Clair,  gen.  A,  with  yeas  and  nays  re- 
specting him  10 

Salaries,  or  the  increase  of  97,  101,  144,146 

ta It,  respecting  29;  repQ^'t  116 

anta  Fe,  of  Americans  confined  at  47 
Seanien  11,103 

Seminole  war, documents  respecting  loO 
Senate,  changes  in  49 

Session,  about  the  close  of  27,  29,  46,  102; 

Closed  144,  l46 

Seybert’s  statistic?  142,  146 

Shelby,  gov.  97,  102,  185,  208 

Slaves  26,60,61,  103,132,133,  134,135,  144 
South  America,  documents  i-especting 
transmitted  fom  the  dept,  of  state  91 ; of 
the  commissionei's  to  99;  “the  ques^ 
tion,”  debates,  &c.  101,  102;  yeas  and 
nays  102;  in  senate  1 18;  Mr.  Clay’s 
. speed!  120;  Mr.  Forsyth’s  156 

St<ain.  relations  with  5,  11,58,  63,65  to  88, 

' ' 102 
Stark,  gen.  46,47,  144,.  146 

Sunday  session  proposed  146 

Surveys  of harbqvs  61 

Territorial  governments  63 

’i'orres,  Manuel  135 

Treaties,  list  of  those  ratified  149 

■^Vharton,  Ueutycol.  ’ H9 

Connecticut,  eiection  152;  Hart- 
fold  do.  208;  legislature  223; 
State  of  parties  in  239;  go- 
vernor’s speech  250;  conven- 
tion 2T2;  riglit  of  suffrage, 
296,  309;  convention  choseii  359 
f/Continental  system”  422 

Copper,  American  323 

Cotton  crop,  in  S,  C.  440 

Court,  supreme,  of  the  V-  S.  64 
Cow  and  cajf,  tenderness  and 
sagacity  of  328 

Creek  Indians^ — trjeaty  with,  26, 
151;  dispositions  of  31;  they 
kill  a murderer  236;  their 
’.lumbers,  &c.  398 

Crimes  328 

Griminal  law  436 

Cuba—patriot  privateers, fee.  31; 
exports  of  M.ivanna,  entries, 
fee.  and  import  of  slaves,  fee* 
SI,  271,  308,  328,  421;  emi- 
gration  is  encouraged  96, 
271;  the  island  said  to  be  de- 
manued  by  Great  Britain  189; 
the  inquisition  at  406;  the 
brig  St.  Fernando  431 

Cumberland  island,  ravages  of 
ihe  British  vandals  at  151 

D. 

200 


Bemarara  294 

Democracy — Boston  editor’s  no- 
tions of  239 

Denmark — vessels  cleared  at 
the  Sound  293;  population 
421;  attempt  to  kill  the  king 
421 

Detroit,  a newspaper  at,  and  bu- 
siness of  16 

Direct  tax,  product  of,  fee.  42 

Duelling  313 

Dumon,  Peter’s,  narrative  432 

Dangan,  capt.  at  Laguayra  189 

E. 

Earthquake— in  Sicily  188,  at 
Phillipoli  406 

Earth,  said  to  be  hollow  296 
East  Indies — of  Amboyna  13; 
the  Pieshwa  96,  132;  loans 
96y  “legitimate  doings”  132, 
421;  rajah  of  Berar  132;  in- 
surrections 132;  booty  189; 
ship  Hastings  189,  421;  war 
pomp  392;  mortality  in  308; 
defeat  of  Holkar  308 

Eastport,  surrender  of,  fee.  295, 
359,  424 

Eaves  dropping  151 

Ebeling’s  library  328 

Editorial  articles.  See  ‘Banks,’  fee. 
Education,  Mr.  Jefferson’s  pro- 
ject of  173;  danger  of,  to  the 
“holy  alliance”  312 

Egypt,  commerce  of  13 

Egyptian  mummy  256 

Electioneering  328 

Eiliottj  capt.  Jesse  D.  151;  a 
sword  presented  to  him,  coi'- 
respondence,  fee.  2Q2 

Emancipation  of  the  blacks  321, 
382 

Emigration  to  the  U.  S.  175, 
223,  240,  256,  344,  380,  381, 
408,  424/  (table)  380,  392, 
(anecdote)  380  ; (British  re- 
marks) 280 

Engineer  department  135 

Enquirer,  extract  from  371 

Erie,  lake  295;  improvements 
on  the  shores  of  422 

Essequibo  294 

European  military  forces  116 

Eustis,  Mr.  376 

Exchange  of  bank  notes,  rates 


Dale,  Dr,  R.  C.  dies 
i)avy,  rev.  Mr.  his  perseverance 

' ’ 175 

Davy,  sir  II.  his  new  lamp  280 
Deaf  and  dumb  institution  at 
Hartford  256 

Dearborn,  gen.  225 

Decatur,  coin,  a service  of  plate 
presented  to  him  203 

Declaration  of  independence — 
four  surviving  who  signed  it 
329;  its  anniversary  celebrat- 
ed 329 

Deer,  extraordinary  case  of  a 
32;  shot  by  a lady 


of  396,  414 

Exports  ofithe  U.  S.  for, a year,  50 
Exports  of  the  United  States,  a 
Frenchman’s  remarks  upon  414 
Extract—from  the  Montreal 
Herald  238;  from  Boston  pa- 
pers 239;  from  the  N.  Y.  E- 
vening  Post  394;  from  the 
Rrattleboro’  Reporter  395 
F. 

“Federal  faction,”  so  called  394 
Findley,  Mr-  bis  letter  on  mili- 
tia services  34;  about  Brad- 
cock’s  defeat  179 

Fish,  killed  by  heat  41.7 

Fisheries-r-at  Gloucester  15;  at 
Newburyport  103;  the  south 
sea  168,  256 

739 1 Fishermen  captured  344;  re- 
i c^tptured  360.;  i.r,terrupted  4C6* 


Flag  of  the  U.  S.  see  ^‘congres^”' 

— history  and  description  149; 
first  hoisted  as  altered  152,  191 
Florence,  the  new  town  of  440 
Florida,  see  congress — “Ame- 
lia”— state  of  things  at  Ame- 
lia, Peb.  6,  18X8,  14,  152/ 

instances  of  the  friendship  of 
Spain  31;  reported  grants  of 
land  in,  189,  422;  Augustine 
337;  said  to  be  ceded  to  the 
U.  S.406;  for  the  capture,  fee. 
of  Pensacola,  see  “Seminole 
War,” 

Flour,  prices  of,  fee.  327 

Forrest,  Mr.  de  167 

Fortifications,  notice  of  sundry 
works  135 

France. 

The  pope  refuses  to  crown  the 
king  31;  allied  troops  95,  166, 
222,  293,  391,  406;  military  es- 
tablishment 95;  projected  expe- 
dition to  St.  Domingo  95;  liberty 
of  the  press!  13, 13^,  238;  remarks 
on  Wellington  132;  pretended 
king  of  France  166;  marshals  of 
France  107;  debts  liquidated  189; 
libraries  222/  navy — an  80  gun 
ship  launched  166;  frigates  arrive 
in  the  Chesapeake  407;  revenue 
254;  wonderful  female  254;  W d- 
lington’s  ball  254;  proscribed. 
Frenchman  306;  loss  in  the  Rus- 
sian campaign  306;  decree  of  the 
king  307;  “military  faction”  341; 
Swiss  mercenaries  342:  vIve  1’  em» 
pereur!  359;  stocks  376;  new 
works  published  390;  vassalage 
4-03;  vaccination,  403;  child,  ten 
years  old,  punished  421;  religious 
persecution  “restored”  438;  fe- 
male mechanics  31;  finances  16^, 
188,  206,  25,4,  307;  L’Odeon  thea- 
tre burnt  166;  coinage  167,  421, 
steam  boats  167;  king’s  veto  167; 
Soult  188;  Paris,  provisions  con- 
sumed in  188;  deaths,  fee.  in  306; 
Buegnot’s  report  206;  quarrels  of 
the  allies  222;  republicanism  iu 
222;  payments  to  the  allies  254^ 
293,  307;  Lavallette  293;  shipping 
307;  revolution,  notice  of  280; 
marshal  Berthier  324;  prince  of 
Conde  325;  marshal  Ney  3. A; 
loans  325,  341,  391,  403;  picture 
of  France  333;  affray  at  Cambria 
341;  St.  Jean  de  Angely  341;  roy- 
al barbarity  359;  explosion  of  a 
powder  mill  391;  the  bank  403; 
army  staff  403;  marshal  Keller- 
man  421;  Cossacks  in  France  421, 
France,  the  isle  of  308 

Franklin  74,  mentioned  in  the 
English  papers  12;  of  a sa- 
lute from  12;  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean 48 

Frauds,  singular  history  of  205 
French  emigrants — and  Alaba- 
ma grant  393,  43^ 

French,  Mrs.  151,  192 

Frenchman’s  remark  on  the 
comraercs  of  the  U.  S.  (^414 


INDEX. 
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Aiaines,  gen.  192 

Gale,  destructive,  in  the  Chesa 
peake  192 

Gallaun,  Mr.  296 

Garlic  separation  of  from  wheat 

415 

Gassaway,  capt.  15 

General  index,  mentioned  106; 

history  of  193;  noticed  425 
Georgia — orders  of  the  gover- 
nor to  capt.  Wright— Chehaw 
village,  &c.  218;  See  *‘Sejni- 
' nole  war” — proclamation  of 
the  governor  on  the  escape 
of  Wright  440 

l^ermany — contingents  of  the 
confederation  95;  emigrants 
117;  the  press  188;  the  Ian- 
grave  of  Hesse  castle  222;  law 
respecting  self  murderers  238; 

& self-murder  308;  demolition 
lOf  fortifications  308;  Leipsic 
fair  325;  Saxe  Weimar  325; 
monopoly  of  wool  325;  fire  at 
Gran  325;  the  jews  404;  re 
suscitation  404;  contingents 
of  the  states  404;  Mad.  Kreu- 
dener  421;  a navy  spoken  of  421 
Gout,  a new  remedy  for  310 

Greene,  gen.  15 

Greenland,  on  the  rediscovery 
of  223 

Greenup,  gov.  C.  dies  223 

Grouchy,  col.  104 

Grove,  Wm.  B.  dies  135 

Guerriere  frigate  360 

H 

Hail  storm  239,  295 

Hale,  capt,  370 

Halifax — fire  in  the  woods  392 

Hanover,  torture  in  390;  popu* 
lation  of  421 

Hanseatic  towns  408 

Harmony  society  440 

Harrison,  gen.  392 

Hart,  capt.  tribute  oif  respect 
to  his  remains  136,  151 

Hay ti— death  of  Petion  189;  the 
Hornet  at,  king  Henry’s 
strong  hold,  &c.  238;  letters 
from  263;  president  Boyer 
271;  regulation  respecting 
marriages  and  naturalization 
391;  slate  papers  417 

Heat,  excessive  360;  above  90 
degrees,  several  years  416 

Heath,  capt.  his  address  respect- 
ing his  dispute  with  com.  Per- 
ry 29 

Hemp,  wanted  for  the  Ameri- 
can navy!  ' 341 

Henry  4th  of  France  207 

Herbert,  lieut,  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army  312 

Herring  fishery  192,  423 

Hindman,  col.  272 

**His  majesty,”  remarks  upon  241 
Hog,  a large  one  3U 

Hogan,  major,  his  statements,  205 
Holy  alliance,  principles  of  311 
Home,  sir  K.  his  remedy  for  the 
^00 1 ' :U0 


Hornet,  sloop  of  war  103,  238, 

255.  311. 
Horse,  a man  fined  for  abusing 
a 48;  stealing,  woman  con- 
victed of  344 

Hull,  capt.  Isaac — the  medal 
presented  to  him  203 

Humphries,  gen.  15 

Huntsville,  Alabama  208 

Hydrophobia,  cure  of  280 

I.  J. 

Ice,  masses  of  boating,  &c.  223, 
328,  424;  in  the  West  Indies, 

295,  308 

Illinois,  to  be  made  a state,  135; 
emigration  to  256;  bounda- 
ries of  279;  population  359 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  a bard 
case  of  423 

Index,  general  106,  193,  425 
Indiana,  the  Harmony  society 
in  440 

Indian  agents  203;  affairs  387 

Indians,  respecting  the  treat- 
ment of  328 

Indian,  British  sloop  of  war  406 

Inland  commerce — New  York 
and  Detroit  14;  the  same  and 
.Pittsburg  422 

Internal  duties,  product,  8cc.  42 

Invoices  of  goods  436 

Ionian  islands — state  of  things 
at  167,  308 

Irish  emigrant  societies,  memo- 
rials, S&c.  211,  229 

Iron,  essay  on  the  duty  on  im- 
ported 23;  quantity  import- 
ed 44;  notice  of  the  state  of 
. the  manufacture  of  105;  ex- 
tensive use  of324, 359;  bridge 
390 

Irwin,  gen.  J.  dies  151 

Italy — the  feudal  system  9.i;  a 
new  saint  made  222;  arrival 
of  Egyptians  238/  a band  of 
bishops  robbed  439 

Jackson,  general — his  call  for 
Tennessee  volunteers,  See.  16; 
see  ‘‘Seminole  war,”  his  let- 
ter respecting  the  Chehaws 
269,  292;  reported  difference 
with  general  Scott  295;  ac- 
count of  his  campaign  398; 
entertained  at  Nashville,  and 
toast-s  424 

.lackson,  gen.  James  296 

Jacobson,  Frederick  208 

Jefferson,  Mr.  his  plan  of  edu- 
cation 173;  his  opinion  of  Mr. 
Adams  3*29 

Jerusalem,  the  holy  sepulchre 
at  342 

Jessup,  col.  207 

Johnson,  col.  R.  M.  64,  256 
Jones,  capt.  407 

July  the  4th,  societies  proposed 
287;  the  day  celebrated  329 
Jury,  trial  by  360 

K. 

Kentucky — of  the  treasurer  14, 
440;  legislature  14;  banks  109 
Kerr.  gen.  Joseph  and  tl\e  banks 

398 


Kcsler  a criminal  328 

Kidnapper  22.3,  252,  328 

Kosciusko  280,  307 

H. 

Labor  saving  machinery  224 

Lady  Mary  Pelham,  gallantly 
attacked  by  the  Spaniards  403 
Lady,  shoots  a deer  239 

Lakes,  naval  force  upon  165 

Lallemand,  general,  394 

Lamp  without  flame  280 

Lands,  public — sales  at  Hunts- 
ville 64;  sales  in  Missouri  193; 
notice  of  297;  interesting  in- 
formation respecting  316 

Law — concerning  navigation  191; 
respecting  the  U.  S.  flag  191; 
supplementary,  respecting 
duties  on  imports,  &c.  215; 
for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  U.  S.  277; 
to  provide  for  revolutionary 
soldiers,  8cc.  93 

Law  cases — jurisdiction  of  the 
U.  S.  courts^  25;  com.  Au?y 
92;  eaves  dropping  151;  Ube.l 
at  New  York,  Trumbull  vs. 
Gibbon  323;  breach  of  a mar- 
riage promise  344;  of  a prize 
to  a patriot  privateer  344;  il- 
legal armament  400 

Lawyers,  plentiful  311 

Leaksville  310 

Lee,  Robert,  his  remarks  on  na- 
tional literature  199 

Lee,  gen.  Henry  dies  135;  no- 
tice of  his  funeral  l5l 

Legitimacy,  remarks  upon  189; 

blessings  of  395^ 

Letters — correspondence  of  Mr. 

De  Onis  and  Mr.  Adams,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Erving  and  Mr. 
Cevallos — communicated  Feb. 
1818,  5;  further  communicat- 
ed in  March  58,  65  to  88;  of 
president  Adams  17,  33,  137, 
177;.  of  Mr.  Findley  34;  from 
the  sec.  of  the  treasury  on  the 
banks  of  Columbia  47;  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Pinkney 
and  the  marquis  de  Circello 
(relations  with  Naples)  53; 
from  the  sec.  of  stat,-  re- 
specting the  commissioners 
to  S.  America  99;  sundry,  re- 
specting  Amelia  island  I69j 
between  Mr.  Sdlle  and  Mr. 
Chew,  New-Orleans  279 

Liglitning,  severe  359 

Locke,  extract  from  364 

Longevity,  ca.ses  of  16,  151, 

296,  325,  407,  420 
Lotteries,  remarks  upon  428 

Louisiana— of  the  boundaries  of 
359;  election  403 

Lynchburg,  Ya.  15 

Lyon.s,  coi.  William  15 

M. 

Macdonough,  com.  207 

MacGregor,  G.  15,  94;  his  com- 
missioii  169 

Macintosli — see  “Seminole.s” — 
marriage  of  his  da^'tii'hter  407 


VJ 
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Macedoiiiau,  frigate  360 

Madison,  Mr  his  address  to  an 
agricultural  society  345 

Mail  and  stages,  the  great  west- 
ern 439 

Mail,  robbery  of  48,  64,  103, 

192,  207,  256,  436 
Maine,  district  240,  407 

Mammoths,  talked  of  279 

Manumission  socitv  of  Tennes- 
see . 321,  382 

Margaretta,  royal  cruelties  at  376 
Marriage,  of  a man  to  his  for- 
mer wife  151;  breach  of  a 
promise  of  344 

Martinico  189 

Maryland — legislative  proceed- 
ings 14;  executive  message 
24;  claims  105;  protection  so- 
ciety 192 

Massachusetts — the  election  15, 
135;  result  256;  electioneer- 
ing 103,-  governor’s  speech 
264;  senator  U.  S.  272;  splen- 
did donation  to  the  universi- 
ty 328 

Meade,  Mr.  see  “congress,” 
same  title — petition  of  his  la- 
dy to  the  president  of  the  U. 

S.  and  documents  8;  released 
296;  Spanish  decree  therefor 
304;  good  toast  respecting 
him  310;  Pizarro’s  letter  re- 
specting him  338;  his  release 
refused  to  be  published  423 
Meigs,  Josialt— his  meteorologi 
cal  statements  152 

Mellish’s  map  of  the  world  241 
Message  of  the  president— see 
“congress”-— London  remarks 
upon  64 

Meteorological  table — heat  a- 
bove  90  degrees  416;  heat 
and  cold  at  sundry  places  1521 
Methodist’s  missions  390  j 

Mexico— royal  account  of  the  j 
death  of  Mina,  &c,  14,  said  j 
to  be  alive  96,  117;  dead  132;  i 
patriot  prisoners  sent  to 
Spain  132;  St.  Gregoria  132; 
reported  battles  308 

Michigan  territory  48;  sales  of 
, land,  respecting  151;  pro- 
ceedings at  Detroit  to  honor 
the  remains  of  capt.  Hart  136, 

151 

Military  forces  of  Europe  1..6; 

appointments,  152;  orders  152 
jMilitia  services — Mr.  Findlay’s 
letter  respecting  34 

Mina,  gen.  see  “Mexico,”  said 
not  to  be  dead  96,  117;  cer- 
tainly dead  and  avenged  132 

Mississippi — courts  of  law  104; 

district  court  310 

Mississippi  river— fall  of  the 
256;  boats  descending  344 

Missouri — post  on  the  Yellow. 
Stone  river  192,344;  emigra- 
tion to  2U8,  344;  mines  of 


Monroe,  Mr.  his  tour  down  the 

Chesapeake at  An  ‘-apolis 

255;  at  Norfolk  272;  address 
and  reply  294;  returns  to 
Washington  city  294;  (^neon- 
rages  home  manufactures  344 
Montgomery,  gen.  respecting  a 
removal  of  tiis  remains  15; 
account  of  the  removal,  &c. 

329,  371 

Moulton,  col.  151 

Mountains,  the  altitude  of  42 

Murat,  307 

Mutiny,  on  board  the  Pedlar  440 
. N. 

“Names  of  our  heroes”  225 

Naples,  relations  of  with  the 
U.  S..  53;  diiderences  with 
priests  95;  religious  tolera- 
tion 222;  of  Pompeii  342 

National  literature,  essay  upon 
199;  jubilee  313:  currency, 
report,  &c.  respecting  409 

Naval— officers,  eulogium  upon 
207;  promotions  250;  force 
off  Amelia  296;  rates,  inte 


280;  Howard  county 

314 

Mitchel,  gen.  dies 

313 

the  pirate 

360 

Mobile,  a fracas  at 

410 

specting  319,  436;  notices, 
various  327,  360;  depot  (see 
co7igress)  344;  employment, 
remarks  on  the  system  of  423 
Naval  force  on  the  lakes  165; 
court  martial — Dr.  Barton 
171;  expenses  for  1818,  255,- 
American  and  British  319 

Navigation  law — see  “congress” 
same  title,  and  106;  remarks 
upon  it  312;  treasury  letter 
respecting  338 

Navy — pension  fund  32/  presi- 
dent Adams’  letter  respect- 
ing 33;  in  the  Mediterranean 
192,  207,  240,  296;  British 
notices  of  152,  237,  319;  re- 
port in  congress  respecting  the 
discipline  of  184 

Negro  trading  280 

Netherlands— treaty  with  the 
U.  S.  mentioned  3i,  406;  re- 
lation.s  of  the  U.  S.  with  89; 
expenditures  405;  Antwerp 
405;  freedom  of  the  press, 
debate,  &c.  respecting  405; 
a minister  from  to  the  IJ.  S 439 
Neutrality  of  the  U.  S. — a re 
mark  96 

Newspapers first  establish- 
ment of  in  the  U,  S.  280 

Newfoundland,  relief  of  151 

New  Granada — female  heroism, 

- Uz.  206 

New-IIampshire — election  104; 
governor’s  message 289;  elec- 
tion of  a senator  344 

New-Orleans — the  batture  192, 
207,  295,  progress  of  popula- 
tion in  310 

New- York' — of  Mr.  Golden  15; 
report  about  banks  39;  coun- 
cil of  appointment  135;  con- 
tested election  150;  legisla- 
ture adjourns  168;  city  elec- 
tion 192;  improvements  208, 
310,  423;  change  of  congres- 


sional represenlatives  223; 
liuraane  ?n6  cri'rdnal  ins*  itu- 
tions  239/  city  finMnees  296; 
ancient  perchase  of  the  Indi- 
ans in  311;  trade  to  Detroit 
14;  ditto,  to  Pittsburg  422;- 
schools  and  school  fund  15; 
finances  25,  254;  respecting 
saLries  103;  legislative  dis- 
pute.s  about  money  bills  152, 
constitutional  amend ment  151; 
elections,  (result)  254;  con- 
gressional 416;  loans,  Jic, 

254;  Rochester  village  423; 
great  canal  254;  newspapers, 
western  district  407 

Nick  names  255 

North  Carolina — spirit  of  im- 
provement in  2.39;  Cape  Fear 
navigation  company  355 

Nova  Scotia  free  port  act  339,  387 

Norway,  curious  storm  in  391 

O. 

Oak,  live,  its  local  ion,  &c.  424 

O’Fallon,  B.  Iiuaa  agent  287 

O’Flinn,  capt.  P.  dies  344 

O’Neil,  miss,  the  player  103 

Oneida  Indians  344 

Ontario  sloop  of  war,  168,  189; 
address  to  capt.  Biddle  358; 
lake,  commerce  on  423 

Osage  Indians  389 

Otis,  James,  18,  137,  364 

Ox,  a large  one  32;  furious  403 

P. 

Paine,  Thomas  311 

Paper,  its  manufacture,  and  va- 
lue, and  proposed  duty  upon 
107,  118;  singular,  made  of 
rice  359 

Paper  money,  in  Sweden  17 

Paper  system,  No.  1,  141;  No.  2, 
153,  No.  3,  180;  No.  4,  194; 

No.  5,  242;  No.  6,  273;  No.  7, 
284;  the  broker  and  the  far- 
mer 4^ 

Patents  issued,  1817,  32 

Paulding,  one  of  the  captors  of 
Andre,  dies  31 

Pawnee  Indians  389 

Pazos — see  congress,  same  title 
Pea  patch,  the  15,  256 

Pedestrian  race  440 

Pedlar,  the  brig  440 

Penn,  William,  bis  old  house 
destroyed  by  fire  192 

Pennsylvania — of  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment 14;  editorial  ad- 
dress to  the  legislature  res- 
pecting the  U.  S.  bank  23; 
mortality  of  Philadelphia  43; 
William  Cobbett’s  petition, 
&c.  170;  finances  45;  elections 
48;  poor  rates  of  Philadelphia 
407;  proposes  to  tax  the 
U.  S. bank  64 

Pennington,  capt.  207 

Penn-Yan  407 

Pensacola — ^see  “Seminole  war.” 
Pensions,  notice  respecting  279 
Perseverance,  a striking  case  of 
175 

Persia — army  238;  said  to  form 
i an  alliance  with  Turkey  342 
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Pirriiips,  the  singer  296 

Diosphonis  168 

Pike,  gen.  honors  to  his  re 
nn:iins  .^22 

Pinkney,  Mr.  168,289 

Piracies  271,  342,  392 

Pitkin^s  statistics  142 

Plaister  ofParls — in  New  York 
15;  the  law  respecting  32;  pro- 
clamation-respecting 338 

Political  memoranda — represen- 
tative and  executive  49 

Porto  Rico  206,  220,  223 

Portugal — death  of  Oiiatela  95; 

attempted  assassination  in  439 
Posey,  gen.  dies  151 

Post  chaises,  expedition  of  168, 

240 

Potatoe,  native  place  of  392 
Powder  mills,  Dupont’s  blows 
up  64;  particulars  103;  relief 
of  sufferers  152 

Power  to  supercede  steam  328 
President  frigate,  “defective”  392 
Press,  state  of  the,  in  Europe  422 
Printing,  expeditious  310 

Privateers  (patriot)  31;  see  Uio 
ds  la  Plata  and  Venezuela,-  in 
the  Chesapeake!  31 

Proclamation  of  the  pre-sklent — 
naval  force  on  the  lakes  165; 
of  the  same  about  the  plaister 
trade  338;  the  same,  commer- 
cial relations  with  Bremen, 
&c.  408 

Protection  society  192 

Prussia — duelling  in  96;  the 
king’s  house  at  Pai’is  166;  loan 
in  England  254;  expected 
marriage  of  the  king  308 

Public  buildings,  disbursements 
■for  32 

Pliblic  lands — see  “lands” 

Public  offices  and  their  clerks  413 
Piimp,  the  triangular  valve  32 

Putman,  gen.  235 

Q. 

Quack,  fined  310 

R. 


Raisin,  the  river  376 

Rates  of  vessels  of  war,  inte- 


resting  facts  respecting  319 

Rats,  multitude  of 

296 

Regal  titles 

311 

Religious  freedom 

under  Na- 

po  1 eon 

311 

Represeutativ;es  of 

the  U.  S. 

ciianges  in 

49 

Revenue  law  (new) 

436 

Revolutionary  patriots,  on  the 
decease  of  15;  incidents  34, 
150,  322,  speeches,  the  pro- 
posed volume  of  106,  425;  sol- 
diers claiming  pensions  135, 
150,  208.  279,' 3 12;  list  of  the 
troops  furnished  by  the  seve- 
ral states  in  149;  a veteran, 
indeed  322;  sages  yet  living 
329;  generals  329;  soldier  im- 
prisoned for  a debt  423 

Rhode  Island — election  152,  168 
Rice  profitable  crops  of  256. 
made  into  paper  S59 


Rio  de  la  Plata — manifesto  of  | 
64;  report  respecting,  &c.  91;  I 
state  of  things  at  96,  326,  I 
357,  384;  Artigas  167,  326; 
privateers,  &c.  167,  223,  2d9, 
271, 344;  do.  at  New  York  392; 
arrival  of  the  commissioners, 

8cc.  205,  326;  letters  from 
gentlemen,  attached  to  the 
Congress  frigate,  at  Buenos 
Ayres  209.  263,  288,  361;  pro-  ' 
ject  for  a king  in  239;  detail 
of  the  battle, of  Maipu  326, 
384;  as  the  people  were  be- 
fore the  revolution  and  now 


are  430;  gen.  San  Martin 

'437 

Rivers  of  the  West 

437 

Roads  and  canals,  treasury 

no- 

tice  respecting 

240 

Ro.anoke  river 

310 

Robertson,  Mr. 

359 

Robinson  Crusoes 

272 

Robinson,  John  11; 

359 

Rodgers,  com. 

255 

Roman  coin  found  in  Tennes- 

see 

433 

Rotation  in  office 

416 

Royalty,  Thomas  Paine’s  ex- 
pose of  311 

Rudd,  Theron  135 

Russia— of  the  fleet  sold  to 
Spain  13,  31,  1 ’ 5;  T ganrock 
96;  death  of  Pla\off'  167;  em- 
peror’s tour  167;  Odessa  206; 
blble  society  206;  manufac- 
tures encouraged  206;  ice  on 
the  Neva,  fleet  fitting  out — 
grand  duke  Constantine  325; 
water  communications  391; 
■theatre  at  Petersburg  391; 
population,  classed  405;  Bar- 
clay de  Tolly  407;  new  minis- 
ter to  the  U.  S.  424;  voyage  of 
discovery  439;  Riga  439; 
Cronstadt  439 

Rye,  beautiful  329 

S. 

Salt,  quantity  imported  116; 
works  in  Delaware  407;  wa- 
ter, deep  digging  for  407 

Salutes,  naval  ' 255 

Savannah — exports  208;  river 
improvements  of,  &c.  223;  sale 
of  pews  at  240;  health  of  424 
Saxony — population  of  421 

Scott,  gen.  295 

Screven,  gen.  296 

Sea  monster,  in  tlae  Mediterra- 
nean 132 

serpent,  affidavited  224;  no- 
tices of  296;  Ills  battle  with 
a wiiale  343;  exhibits  himself 
376;  noticed  392;  424;  “-ex- 
peditions” against  him  424 

Seal,  caught  ''  311 

Selkirk,  lord,  in  the  Indian 
country'  288 

Seminole  war — Jackson’s  call 
for  volunteers  16:  Creeks 
among  them  31;  alarm  at  Da- 
rien 168;  notices  of  proceed- 
ings, Sec.  32,  64,  104.  1 36, 
152,  168,  208,  218,  235,  24-6, 
267,  292,  334,  424;  Wood- 


vU 

bine,  Nichols,  Lc.  64;  McIn- 
tosh and  his  Creeks  104;  gen. 
Gaines  104;  McIntosh’s  des- 
patches 130,  192,  218;  Ar- 
* b.urthnot  and  Ambristie  1 68, 
218,246,  334,  400;  prophet, 
Francis  168,  208,  269,  398; 
Tennessee  militia  104,  208; 
skirmishes  136;  Jackson’s 
force,  &c..  152„  208;  Fowl- 
town,  &c.  168;  Missiskauki 
and  St.  Mark’s  208;  Suwa'n- 
ney  218;  Georgia  militia  218? 
Chehaw  village  and  captain 
Wright,  letters,  orders,  8^c. 
218,  236,  247,  267,  4-16, 
Swancey  247;  letter  from  gen. 
Glasscock  235;  Pensacola 
298,  327;  Jackson’s  procla- 
mation ajid  orders,  on,  the 
capture  of,  capitUlutiOi>j  &c. 
334;  facts  relating  to,  re- 
marks 369,  377;  determina- 
tion of  tlie  government,  re- 
specting 383;  account  of Jack- 
son’s'  campaign  398;  ques- 
tions said  to  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the'' “cabinet”  416; 
escape  of  Wright ' 439 

Senate  of  the  United  States, 
changes  of  the  rriembers.of ' 49 
Septennial  remarks,  editorial  425 
Seybert,  Mr.  Lis  bill  for  laying; 
additional  duties  on  certain 
articles  118;  his  statistics  142 


Shaler,  Mr.  his  circular  39i 

Shaving — see  banks  and  exchange. 
Sherrod,  Thomas,  dies  407 

Sicily,  earthquake  in  18S 

Slavery  of  the  mind  241 

Slaves — see  “Cuba” — at  Amelia 


Island  14;  introduced  into 
tlie  United  States  48,  104, 
176;  horrible  picture  of  the 
trade  176,  328,  391;  in  LcUi- 
siana  279,  312,  423;  in  the 


West  Indies  308,  42-1 

Snake,  destroys  a child  408 

Snares,  the  islands  272 

Snow,  22d  April  168 

Societies,  4th  of  July  propos- 
ed 287 


South  America — report  of  the 
sec.  of  state  respecting  91; 
letters  from  209,  261,  288, 
361;  enlistments  for  in  Eng- 
land 305;  affairs,  generally 
357/  improvement  of  society 
at.  ^ 430 

South  Carolin.a^ — rejects  a pro- 
posed atnendraem  to  the  U. 

S.  constitution  150;  laws  re- 
specting the  free  blacks  312; 
bread  seized  at  Charleston  407 
Spain — relations  of  tlie  U.  S.  as 
transmitted  to  congress,  Feb. 
1818,  5,  11,  5vS,  63,  65  to  88; 

- remarks  upon  105,  344,  376; 
conscription  in  13,95;  passports 
13;  inquisition  95,  188;  dif- 
ferences wi'di  Portugal  13, 
222;  captures  of  the  patriot 
privateers  31/  Russian  ship.s 
13,  31,  116,  167,  188,  293/ 


INDEX. 


Vlll 


queen’s  baby  dies  9J;  slave 
trade  95,  136;  of  the  army 
117;  commerce  117;  Russian 
admiral  honors  Washington’s 
birth  day  at  Cadiz  167;  Ame- 
rican consul  at  Cadiz  188; 
special  licenses  188;  free 
portsl  391;  capt.  Van  Kulep 
188;  finances,  state  of  188, 
222,341;  masons  persecuted 
271;  naval  exertions  341;  Don 
Onis  308;  cattle  stolen  to  feed 
the  troops  341;  valor!  376, 
391,  403;  Cadiz  blockaded 
406 

Specie,  arrivals  of  103,  168; 

(from  Canton!)  192, 223,  oil, 424 
Stages,  westward  439 

Slates,  new,  expected  16 

Statistical  works  ^142 

Steam j a power  to  supersede  it 

328 

Steam  boats— employed  to  tow 
vessels  16.  327,-  multiplying 
151;  in  the  gulph  of  Venice 
280;  in  Alabama  310;  on  the 
Mississippi  312;  Fulton  and 
Livingston’s  privilege  312;  a 
large  one  327;  launched  at 
Baltimore  344;  in  South  Caro- 
lina 376;  burnt  407;  for  the 
ocean  423;  on  the  western 
waters  439;  mails  to,  be  car- 
ried in  them  440 

Straw  carpetting  310 

Surgeon  generals,  &c.  152 

Sweden — paper  money  17,  189; 
death  of  the  king  and  raising 
up  of  CernadoUe  132;  he  is 
acknowledged  by  France  167; 
his  “legitimacy,”  189;  popu- 
lation 222;  regulation  respect- 
ing quakers  238;  Bernadotte’s 
wife  271;  of  the  old  king  406; 
army,  &c.  421;  a great  canal 
talked  of  439 

Swift,  gen.  the  remains  of  104 

Switzerland— regulations  of  the 
press  96;  re-appearance  of  an 
island  238;  religious  freedom 
under  Napoleon  311;  differ- 
ences of  priests  342;  merci- 
naries  in  France  342;  of  the 
. former  king  of  Sweden  in,  406 

Symmes,  John  C.  296 

Sympathies 

Taylor,  John,  of  Caroline,  his 
address  to  an  agricultural  so-^ 
ciety,  ^ 4^ 

Tennessee — manumission  socie- 
ty 321,  a Roman  coin  found  in 
433 

Texas,  camp  d*  Azile  393—408; 
notices  to  those  who  served 
the  patriots  in,  in  1812, 13,  424 
Thomas,  Mr.  his  wheat  and  rye 

3291 


270 


jThcological  seminary  15 

{Tiber  creek,  Washington  city  255 
Toast,  drank  in  Massachusetts 
359 

Tompkins,  Mr.  vice-president — 
his  accounts  120 

Torture  restored  390 

Transportation see  “Inland 

commerce” 

Travelling,  280,  SlO,  407,  423 
Treasury  department — notice 

from,  about  roads,  canals,  &c. 
240;  circular  respecting  the 
navigation  law  279;  letter  to 
Mr.  Baker  336 

Treaties,  commercial,  failed  to 
be  made  by  the  U.  S.  406 

Treaty— Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  respecting  the  slave 
trade  136 

Trinidad,  medicines  and  fune- 
rals at,  cost  of  293 

Trumbull,  col.  and  his  paint- 
ings 15 

Tunis — Danish  tribute  to  325 
Turkey — the  mufti  deposed 
167;  instance  of  barbarism 
189;  respecting  the  Barbary 
powers  238,  439;  a renegado 
325;  said  to  form  an  alliance 
with  Persia  342;  fire  at  Con- 
stantinople  376;  Phillippoli 
406;  questions  proposed  to  be 
answered  respecting  the 
Barbary  powers  439 

V. 

Vaccination — at  Philadelphia  15 
Venezuela — brief  notices  of  the 
state  of  things  in  117;  appre- 
hensions of  the  royalists  117; 
relieved  118;  horrible  massa- 
cres, 132, 376;  desperate  bat- 
tles 167;  gratitude  of  the  roy- 
alists! 189;  Morrillo’s  terrible 
bravery!  207;  privateers  239, 
325,  392;  Bolivar  239,  325; 
battles  254,  271,  406;  British 
auxiliaries  to  the  patriots  254; 
Morillo  254,  271,  325,  406; 
Caraccas,  and  decrease  of  po- 
pulation 421 

VeAitian  manuscripts  oIq 

Vermillion,  manufactured  359 

Virginia — finances  176;  Peters- 
burg  inspections  359 

W. 

War  reported  296 

Washington’s  birth  day — honor- 
ed at  Baltimore  14;  at  Cadiz 
167;  at  Edinburg  256 

Washington  74,  arrives  at  N .Y. 

344 

Washington,  judge  360 

Waterloo,  a pyramid  erected  at 
376 

Watson,  bishop’s  prophecy  408 

Watson,  William,  a revolutiona- 
ry .soldier  322 


Wayne,  geh.  hik  conduct  allud- 
ed to  33T 

Weekly  Register — price  of  files 
of— general  index,  See.  106; 
increase  of  its  subscribers 
177;  septennial  remarks  re-  , 
specting  425, 

West  Indies — escape  of  slaves 
96;  British,  value  of  271 

Western  commerce  344;  rivers 
437 

Whale,  fishery  256, 407;  caught 
in  England  32^ 

Wheat  price  of  in  1729,  310; 
fine  specimen  of  329;  from 
Maine  407;  Williamson’s  ma- 
chine for  cleaning  it  415 

Whitney’s  cotton  gin  224 

Williamson’s  machine  for  sepa- 
rating garlic  from  wheat  415, 

44G 

Wiltshire,  Mr.  ^ 29S 

Wirtemburg — population  of  421 
Wistar,  Dr.  honors  to  his  memo- 
ry 16 

Woodbine,  see  “Seminole  war,” 
safe  from  vengeance  247 

Wright,  Capt.  see  “Seminole  war’^ 

Y. 

Yeas  ar.d  nays — on  a uniform 
mode  of  election  27, 42;  on  the 
bill  concerning  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lutionary army  42;  on  the  bill 
about  the  recovery  of  fugitive 
slaves  60;  respecting  the  peti- 
tion of  'V^  Pazos  61;  about 
national  improvements  61,  62, 
97;  on  the  establishment  of 
certain  land  offices  97;  on  the 
election  case  of  Mr.  Herrick 
98;  on  the  bill  respecting  neu- 
tral relations  98;  the  South 
American  question  102;  on 
the  bill  for  deciding  contro- 
versies between  states  118; 
on  the  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse  118;  res- 
pecting the  Niagara  claims 
120;  on  the  bill  respecting 
an  assistant  president,  Sec. 
of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
(senate)  133;  house  145;  on  the 
bill  for  erecting  additional 
buildings  for  the  executive 
departments  133;  on  the  bill 
concerning  navigation  (house) 
134;  respecting  the  centre 
building  of  the  capitol  144; 
on  the  duty  on  iron  144; 
about  the  compensation  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court 
144;  on  the  memorials  of  the 
Irish  emigrant  associations  235 
Yellow  stone  riVer  193 

Z. 

Zinc,  malleable 
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(Ij^'iVIr.  Forstlh^s  resolution  (see  proceedings  ofjstock,goodsorlands,issuppliedwithhistliOU'- 
inerressl  mav  lead  to  some  important  results  us  to  sands,  tens  of  thousands,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  and  commands  {too  much)  a 


©ongress)  may  lead  to  some  important 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  Certainly,  the  conduct  of 
that  government,  in  respect  to  its  negociation  with 
us,  has  been  most  contemptibly  provoking  as  well 
violently  unjust,  and  it  is  time  an  end  was  put  to  it. 
An  expression  of  sentiment,  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would  probably 
effect  that  which  the  executive  has  so  long  and  so 
patiently  pleaded  for  in  vain.  With  Spain,  the 
**adored”  Ferdinand  and  his  whiskered  dons — no 
one  fears  sl  rencontre;  nor  do  we  wish  it,  if  justice 
is  rendered  as  it  ought  to  be. 

X^As  the  next  number  of  the  Register  will  be 
chiefly  devoted  to  documentary  articles,  we  dis 
pose  of  a quantity  of  scraps  that  had  accumulated 
on  our  table,  and  which  we  were  not  willing  to 
lose. 


Editorial  Address. 

We  dosed  the  13th  vol.  or  1st  of  the  new 
series  of  the  Weekly  Register  on  -mturday 
last,  under  a grateful  sense  of  favors  receiv- 
ed, with  an  intimation  that  our  attention  would 
be  directed  to  “the  demoralizing  and  perni- 
cious business  of  hanking;  considering  it  as 
the  Pandora^s  box  that  is  to  fill  the  republic 
with  all  sorts  of  moral  and  political  diseases.’’ 
Awfully  impressed  with  a conviction  that 
the  speculating  mania,  through  banking  estab- 
lishments, has  driven  us  to  a crisis  likely  to 
be  more  redundant  of  evil  than  that  which  at- 
tended the  depreciation  and  final  extinguish- 
ment of  value  in  the  ^^continental  money'^  of 
the  revolution,  and  alarmed  at  the  spread  of 
the  materiel  to  make  the  ruin  more  and  more 
extensive— grieved,  also,  at  the  faint  and  timid 
Tipposition  made  to  it  by  those  who  feel  pre- 
sent oppression  and  look  with  horror  at  futu- 
xity,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  raise  a feeble  voice 
against  it,  and  to  tell  the  people  plainly^  from 
many  facts  that  have  reached  me,  that  the  most 
■extensive  and  ruinous  bankruptcies  are  about 
to  take  place  amongst  us  that  ever  befel  any  peo- 
ple, UNLESS  A STAND  IS  TAKEN  AGAINST  THE 
BAND  OF  STECULATORS,  WHO,  FROM  THE  MISE- 
RY OF  THE  USEFUL  CLASSES,  WILL  TAKE  CARE 
TO  BUILD  UP  PRINCELY  FORTUNES  FOR  THEM- 
SELVES.^ Without  such  a stand,  bank  after 
bank  will  go  by  the  board;  and  they  who  are 
in  the  secret  will  so  manage  it,  as  to  throw  the 
loss  upon  the  honest  and  unsuspecting. 

lo  prevent  such  a catastrophe  is  my  object, 
in  speaking  thus  openly  on  the  matter.  I do 
not  see  any  necessity  that  the  banks  should  so 
fail,  except  through  their  own  misconduct  and 
partiality,  in  giving  vast  sums  of  money  to  a 
favored  few,  and  grinding  the  face  of  the  in- 
dusti  ious  and  deserving  classes  of  society.  It 
is  lamentably  the  tact,  that  a sneculator,  in 
Vol.  XIV.— 3. 


continuance  of  his  accommodations,  whilst  the 
middle  class  of  regular  traders,  and  the  si- 
newy mechanics  and  manufacturers  are  squeez- 
ed fo5  the  little  they  have,  and  aredetiied  an  ex- 
tension of  further  credit.  Here  is  the  evil— 
ofie  of  the  former  fails — he  “goes  entirely  to 
pieces,”  and  drags  ten,  twenty,  fifty  otliers 
with  him,  if  not  into  bankruptcy  at  least  into 
distress:  but  the  real  wealth  is  in  the  latter 
classes— they  are  cautious  to  borrow  because 
they  intend  to  pay;  if  they  should  fail,  a large 
dividend  prevents  any  great  loss;  and,  from 
the  stock  of  labor  i^  their  own  persons,  those 
that  are  honest  generally  bring  up  lee-way.  -- 
My  soul  sympathises  with  the  good  man  strug- 
gling against  adversity:— how  lovely,  how  in- 
teresting is  it,  to  behold  him,  by  “the  sweat 
of  his  b ow,”  rearing  a virtuous  family  to 
strengthen  and  adorn  his  country!  A 1am- 
dredth  [lart  of  the  bank-accommodation  ex- 
tended to  one  of  these  which  is  afiorded  to  an 
individual  drone  (who  in  a whole  year  does 
not  produce  one  cent  of  value  to  add  to  the 
national  wealtfi)  would  “putliim  on  his  feet,” 
and  open  the  way  to  competency,  if  not  to  in- 
dependence. And  this  migh.t  be  done  with 
the  greater  safety— but  the  banks  do  not  like 
to  be  troubled  with  “small  accounts;”  and,  to 
use  a homely  saying,— “the  big  fish  must  live 
upon  the  little  ones.” 

Lycurgus  introduced  iron  money  into  Spar- 
ta to  preserve  equality  amongst  the  citizens  of 
that  renowned  republic — the  opposite  of  his 
plan  is  the  introduction,  the  excessive  intro- 
duction, of  paper  money;  and  its  irremediable 
effect  is— to  build  PALaCES  and  POOR 
HOUvSE"''.  I would  that  both  might  be  dis- 
pensed with!  Heaven  forbid,  that  any  man 
in  the  United  States  (as  in  England,  the  great 
country  of  paper)  shall  give  a guinea  for  a 
peach,  or  two  guineas  for  a pint  of  strawberries, 
and  be  able  to  afford  it,  whilst  thousands,  bet- 
ter than  he,  suffer  for  a morsel  of  the  coarsest 
bread.  VV e wish  a nation  of  high  -souled  free- 
men—a race  of  independent  men,  jealous  of 
their  rights  and  ready  to  defend  them,  from  the 
result  of  their  own  reasonings.  Herein  is 
safety. 

The  effect  hoped  for,  in  bringing  the  banks 
“before  the  bar  of  the  public  reason,”  is  that 
they  may  be  induced,  more  or  less,  to  abandon 
their  present  course,  and  cherish  productive 
industry,  rather  than  speculation.  Hiey  are 
fearfully  powerful— but  opinion  can  put 
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liiein  dovy'n,  and  down  they  oiVglit  to  go  if  they 
disregard  tlie  public  interest. 

As,  whenever  a man  ventures  to  tell  a re- 
prehensivc  truth  about  banks,  the  ^“big  little 
iidks’’  and  their  imderiings,  proclaim  him  a 
disappointerl  man,  vexed  because  banking  fa- 
vors have  been  refused  to  him, — it  may  be 
necessary  forme  on  the onsett  to  declare,  that 
I am  as  independent  of  the  banks  as  they  are 
of  me — that  1 liave  not  asked  any  thing  of 
either  of  them  for  several  years  which  has  not 
been  granted — feeling  the  force  of  the  quaint 
saying,  ^^blessed  are  thep  ivlio  expect  nothing, 
&c.  And,  truly,  i would  rather  be  numbered 
among  the  slaves,  the  worse  than  our  negro 
slaves,  of  “Alexander  the  deliverer,’’  than  put 
my  independence  into  the  kee])ing  of  a board 
ol  bank  directors — meeting  in  solemn  con- 
clave to  build  up  or  to  destroj^,  as  whim  or 
speculation  directs  them,  i have  felt  the  lash; 
the  umuicl  is  healed,  but  the  remains. 

The  time  was  when  to  the  name  of  a bank 
w as  associated  the  pleasant  idea  of  an  institu- 
tion bottomed  upon  a solid  capital,  derived 
iVom  individuals  who  had  money  to  spare, and 
conducted  hymen  of  high  and  honorableminds, 
on  just  and  liberal  principles — extending  fair 
commerce,  encouraging  honest  agriculture, 
and  supporting  mechanical  ingenuity  and  in- 
dustry, with  a steady  hand.  1 hope,  notwith- 
standing the  spread  of  the  contagion,  that 
there  are  yet  some  such  banks;*  and,  certainly, 

; !)  many  persons  interested  in  those  institu- 
Tions  such  dignified  ideas  may  yet  be  attached: 
but  t'ne  common  idea  of  a bank  now  is,  that  it 
lias  only  a paper  capital,  manufactured  by 
individuals  who,  instead  of  being  able  to 
lend,  really  want  to  borrow  money,  and  con- 
ducted by  men  who  prostrate  every  rule  of 
right  to  subserve  their  owni  personal  views. — 
The  time,  also,  was,  when  the  phrase,  ^^as 
good  as  the  bank,^^  was  familiarly  used  to  ex- 
press an  idea  of  the  solvency  of  persons  and 
of  the  value  of  things.  That  phrase  has  lost 
its  point,  and  is  exploded  as  obselete;  and  we 
liaveto  anply  to  the  broker  and  shaver  to  as- 
certain its  meaning.  They  are  the  chief  lexio- 
graphers  that  treat  of  it  now. 

T!ie  hoyiest patriotism  of  the  people  sponta- 
neously burst  forth  to  support  the  banks  in  a 
refusal  to  miy  thei-  debts  during  the  late  war, 
because  it  seemed  that  the  country’s  good  re- 
quired it.  Public  opinion  became  paramount 
to  the  law  of  the  land;  and  those  institutions 
were  magnanimously  and  efficiently  protected 
hj  it.  The  deeply  designing,  the  petit  Castle- 
rea^hs  of  our  quarter  of  the  world,  fastened 
upon  this  good  disposition  and  converted  it  in- 
to a most  powerful,  an  almost  irresistable  en- 
gine, to  oppress  and  tyrannize  over  those  that 

• I \>e\'evc  V.evo  sre  t-uo  ‘-uch  in  I’  iUimore— the 
rnO'lerate  trailers  and  steady  mechanics  will  name 
'hem.  1 sl:a’l  not  do  it  at  present. 


held  it;  filling  our  cities  and  towns  with  a new 
breed  of  drones  to  wrest  from  tlie  mouth  of 
labor  the  bread  it  had  earned.  This  is  not  the 
first  instance  in  which  the  generous  intentions 
of  a ])eople  have  been  used  for  iniquitous  pur- 
poses— but  so  much  have  those  intentions 
been  abused,  that  many  begin  seriously  to  l e- 
g'  et  that  the  banks  were  permitted  to  suspend 
their  payments,  except  as  open  and  avowed 
bankrupts,  to  wdiich  should  have  been  extend- 
ed the  same  rules  that  they  themselves  apply 
to  individuals,  and  whicli  govern  between  man 
and  man.  They  regret  it,  because  it  was  that 
wliich  indicated  every  village  in  the  United 
otates,  where  there  was  a “church,  a tavern 
and  a blacksmith’s  shop,”  as  a suitable  site  for 
a hank,  and  justified  any  persons  in  establish- 
ing one  who  could  l aise  cash  enough  to  pay  tlie 
paper  maker  and  engraver.  Tliey  regret  it, 
also,  because  it  lias  created  a race  of  [^nowj 
very  important  men  who  deal  in  and  sliavs. 
bank  notes,  as  a regulai-  business.  They  re- 
gret it,  because  it  encouraged  speculation  to 
eiitereven  the  forest  and  drive  thehusbandman 
from  his  home.  They  regret  it,  because  the 
end  must  be  unparalleled  bankruptcy  and  un- 
precedented distress,  unless,  as  before  observ- 
ed, the  people  interpose  and  frown  upon  those 
that  care  not  who  sinks  if  they  themselves 
keep  above  the  surface;  who,  indeed,  sink 
others  without  mercy  that  they  themselves 
may  swim.  They  regret  it,  because  it  has  en- 
couraged, and  profited,  a spirit  that  would  pe- 
netrate interior  to  tear  the  free-born  in- 

fant from  its  mother’s  breast  and  sell  it  for  a 
slave,*  or  enter  into  contract  with  the  Enemy 
of  souls  to  supply  his  dominions  w'itb  fuel! 

In  every  place  where  a money-shop,  called 
a bank,  is  established,  a knot  of  “little  great 
iiieii”  is  instantly  formed,  who  withdraw  them- 
selves from  the  “vulgar,”  and  ape  the  man- 
ners of  three-tailed  bashaws,  feeling  them- 
selves even  superior  of  certain  of  their  brother- 
directors.  They  meet  each  other  and  pass 
with  a smile,  as  if  they  “knew  something,” — 
whisper  and  look  wise,  as  though  the  duration 
of  the  world  depended  on  the  result  of  their 
judgment;  and  “tread  the  air,”  seeming  to 
think  the  earth  too  mean  to  touch  the  soles  of 
their  shoes.  At  first  they  throw  out  money 
profusely,  to  all  that  tliey  believe  are  ultimate- 
ly able  to;  eturii  it;  nay,  they  wind  round  some 
like  serpents  to  tempt  them  to  borrow — and 
the  bait  is  too  greedily  swallowed;  they  then 
afiect  to  draw  in  their  notes,  agreeing  upon 
some  tale  to  tell  the  public — but  at  the  same 
time  keep  up,  if  they  do  not  extend,  accom  - 
modations to  themselves; — money  becomes 
scarce,  and  notes  of  hand  arc  shaved  by  them 
to  meet  bank  engagements;  it  gets  worse — -the 
consiLmr.iation  originally  designed  draws  nigh, 

this  liappens  to  hit  any  body— it  is  not  my 

Tn’.!  it. 
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and  farm  after  farm,  lot  after  lot,  house  after 
house,  are  sacrificed: — the  floating  wealth,  if 
not  the  real  property  of  a neighborhood,  cen- 
tres in  a few,  that  some  years  before  were  hard 
put  to  it  to  live  decently.  They  mount  their 
chariots,  and  look  down  upon  the  despoiled 
with  ineffable  disdain. 

The  effect  in  great  cities  is  not  so«udden,  or 
at  least  so  visible;  but  it  is  not  less  sure  ac- 
cording to  the  means  afforded — for  in  these 
the  director,  &c.  has  to  encounter  more  men  as 
cimnifig  as  himself,  and  as  well  supplied  with 
the  means  of  giving  it  effect.  1 have  no  design 
to  localize  these  remarks,  much  less  to  say  any 
thing  personal^  but — we  have  ten  banks  in  Bal- 
timore, whose  presidents,  directors  and  offi- 
cers amount  to  about  230  men.f  Let  us  look 
back  a few  years,  and,  in  the  mind’s  eye,  ob- 
serve the  progress  of  some  of  these  to  wealth; 
— enquiring,  as  we  go  along,  what  superior  in- 
telligence, industry  or  good  fortune  can  have 
caused  it?  A few  of  them  are  of  the  old  class 
of  bankers--gentlemen  whohad  money  to  spare 
when  they  entered  into  office,  and  amongst 
them  are  as  good,  as  honest,  and  as  valuable  ci- 
tizens as  exist  in  the  wu>rld — and  there  are 
others,  differently  situated,  that  are  of  the  most 
honorable  cast  of  character;  but  some  had  no 
property  to  recommend  them  hut  intrigue  and 
cunnings  which  are  so  artfully  used  as  often- 
times to  deceive  and  mislead  the  prebl?*^^^ 
into  error — and  there  are  not  a few  who 
better  fitted  for  any  other  place  tlian  a bank, 
because  ajust  liberality  and  sound  intelligence 
should  govern  at  its  board.  Yet  ail,  or  nearly 
all  of  these  are  rich — how  did  they  become  so? 
By  urging  measures  at  the  board  that  threw 
the  poor  and  needy  into  their  power.  1 could 
mention  facts  in  support  of  this  assertion  that 
would  almost  make  “^^a  man’s  hair  stand  on 
end” — and  some  of  them  may  be  stated  when 
time  has  so  far  obliterated  the  recollection  of 
persons  as  to  secure  my  informants  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  guilty.  For  myself,  I do 
npt  fear  them: 

“Lay  on  Macduff',” 

toe  shall  see — “who  first  cries  hold,  enough.” 

What  I have  observed  of  Baltimore,  applies, 

I believe,  to  every  other  place.  But  the  secrets 
of  the  banking-house  are  imperfectly  known 
except  to  the  initiated,  and  the  “weak  bro- 
ther”is  defended  with  more  than  Christian  cha- 
rity, by  ways  means  that  the  people  have 
no  idea  of. 

Before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
a sense  of  honor  and  a spirit  of  accommoda- 

fSome  of  these  gentlemen  have  no  accommoda- 
tions at  all — but  I feel  justified  in  saying  that  the 
regular  and  irregular  accommodation  of  the  rest 
amounts  to  7/0^  less  than  SIX  MILLIONS  OF  DOL- 
LARS; perhaps,  to  a much  larger  sum,  including 
certain  tilings  called  stock  notes,~~move  of  which 
anon.  How  then  can  v/e  wonder  that  little  folks 
are  oppressed'* 


tion  belonged  to  our  banking  institutions,  ge- 
nerally, that  now  exists  only  in  a few  ol  thenu 
that  fatal  event  seared  the  heart  of  many  as 
to  a sensibility  about  meeting  their  engage- 
ments, and  raised  up  an  infernal  spirit  otspe- 
culation  which  has  superceded  regular  trade, 
and  is  the  ruling  fashion  of  the  day.  AVho 
would  “sweat  and  groan  undei-  a weary  life” 
of  business,  when,  by  [no  matter 

who  suffers!]  an  independent  fortune  may  be 
realized  in  a few  months?  Hence,  that  whicli 
was  designed  for  the  public  accommodation 
and  a public  benefit,  is  devoted  to  the  purpo.s- 
es  of  a dozen  or  two,  and  society  sustains  it-? 
loss  in  proportion  as  their  wealth  is  advanced; 
for  they  fatten  upon  the  productive  labor  cf 
others,  producing  nothing  themselves.  It  is 
to  the  spirit  just  spoken  of  that  we  are  to  attri- 
bute the  establishment  ofthebank  of  the  Uiiiteil 
States  (of  which  1 shall  speak  hereafter)  ami 
the  most  of  two  hundred  other  banking  insti- 
tutions which  have  sprouted  up  wltiiin  five  or 
six  years — whose  effects  Have  been  more  de- 
moralizing than  war,  more  terrible  than  pesti- 
lence; substituting  cunning  for  honest  indus- 
try, and  sweeping  away  whole  families  from 
the  seats  of  their  fathers. 

But  some  say,  if  the  people  will  have  banks, 
let  them  have  them  If  the  people  wish  them,  I 
shall  not  oppose  them.  But  the. people,  (1 
jpeak  generally,  for  baaks  may  be  useful  ami 
some  are  excellently  located)  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter--it  rests  with  ten  or  twent  y 
inffuential  personsin  aneighborhood,who  blind 
the  judgment  and  lead  tlie  mass  astray.  The 
alleged  illiberality  of  one  bank  oftentimes,  too, 
affords  a pretence  for  the  establishment  of 
another;  which,  in  less  than  twice  twelve 
months,  is  as  illiberal  as  the  other,  settling  into 
a mere  conduit  of  advantage  to  the  rlirectors 
and  their  favorites — then  anotherbank  is  talk- 
ed of,  and  so  they  go  on,  ad  infinitum,  heap- 
ing fuel  to  the  flame-  district  of  a town  against 
district,  county  against  county,  village  against 
village — shop  against  shop. 

Every  body  sees  these  things,  and  their  ef- 
fects are  universally  deprecated — yetv  e sub- 
mit like  slaves,  anctlick  the  hand  that  smites 
ns.  The  despotism  of  banking  will  not  allow 
the  freedom  of  opinion,  nor  of  the  press.  It  has 
dungeoned  both  in  its  vaults— and  wo  be  to  him 
that  struggles  to  release  himself  1 If  the  press 
had  dared  to  i^peak  of  banks  and  bank  (lirec- 
tors,  as  it  finds  freedom  to  do  of  other  public 
.matters  and  public  men,  the  present  state  of 
things  would  not  have  existed — but  the  print- 
er is  significantly  told  by  some  great  patron, 
that  they  must  not  be  touched;  or,  is  himself 
so  fettered  that  the  existence  of  his  establish- 
ment depends  upon  a non-resistance  of  exnk 
My  patron  is  the  people  at  large;  and,  blessed 
be  Providence  for  it,  those  institutions  have 
not  any  hold  upon  me.  If  the  first  fail's  to  sup- 
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port  me,  I have  the  pleasure  to  believe  that  1 
may  yet  preserve  my  independence  from  the 
keeping  of  the  other.  But  1 am  of  opinion  that 
the  people  are  ripe  for  a stoppage  of  specula- 
tion^ and  that  even  those  ivho  have  speculated, 
tremble  as  they  look  through  the  vista  of  time, 
and  see  the  end  of  the  bubbles  theyhave  raised. 

The  excuse  that  the  managers  of  banks  make 
for  a monopoly  of  the  funds,  if  they  condescend 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  is— that  they  are  their 
own,  and  that  they  may  dispose  of  them  as  they 
please.  This  is  like  the  reason  that  “Peter  the 
Great,”  of  Russia,  gave  for  directing  one  of 
his  subjects  to  be  killed,  because  he  wished  to 
see  how  the  man  ivould  die  under  certain  ope- 
rations—he  said  “he  is  mine,  and  I may  do 
with  him  what  1 like.”  But  banks  were  de- 
signed for  a j)^d}lic  benefit,  else  they  would  not 
have  been  c/ifirferei,  and  such  monopolies  were 
not  contemplated  in  their  establishment,  even 
by  those,  perhaps,  who  originated  them,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
which,  I am  cleavhj  of  opinion,  was  intended 
for  a monopoly  from  the  beginning— - and  has 
already,  every  where,  lost  tlie  good  will  of  the 
people  from  evidences  of  the  fact  that  it  is  so. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  preceding;  gene- 
ral remarks  has  prevented  the  insertion  of  any 
more  than  the  first  part  of  an  article  which  has 
now  been  nearly  three  weeks  in  type  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bank  of  the  United  .states,  abogfi 
Yv^hich  many  ridiculous  stories  have  been  circU-^ 
lated  through  the  city— it  was  deferred  one 
week,  at  the  sugge'stion  of  an  honest  friend, 
and  excluded  from  the  last  paper,  simply  be- 
cause the  room  for  it  could  not  be  consistently 
alForded.  If  any  believed  that  I was  afraid  to 
publish  useful  truth,  they  will  see  that  they 
were  mistaken:  and,  as  to  the  laughable  idea 
tiiat  my  silence  had  been they  might 
liave  recollected  the  qualities  of  the  Irishman’s 
horse,  which  was  very  hard  to  catchy  and  good 
fur  little  when  he  was  caught!  The  first  part 
"is  now  separately  published  because  congress 
may  soon  be  called  upon  to  act  on  the  petition 
of  the  bank;  the  second  shall  soon  follow,  em- 
bellished with  new  facts  and  adorned  with 
more  splendid  exhibitions  of  the  manners  of 
tlie  great.  The  general  or  special  subject  shall 
not  be  concluded  here. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

All  attempt  is  now  making  in  congress  to 
impair  the  chief  things  that  any  way  tended  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

’The  miiliiindc  of  banking  institutions — and 
the  u!icertainty  as  to  the  genii ineness  o[  their 
notes,  as  well  as  that  of  their  value,  if  genuine, 
made  it  ilesirable  to  have  a currency  which 
eve  y man  might  know,  and  'which  should 
liaveau  eqiuil  indue  in  all  parts  of  the  union. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected  that,  for  the  in- 


calculable advantages  given  by  char  ter  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  it  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  people  these  small  accommoda- 
tions. 

But  the  exchange  is  not  equalized , and  it  seems 
designed  to  convert  that  great  establishment 
into  a vast  hroker^s  office,  wher  e money  may 
be  bought  and  sold  as  in  the  little  shops  that 
now  abound  in  our  country.  Already,  an  office 
at  one  place  refuses  to  take  the  notes  of  an  of- 
fice at  another, — in  some,  the  disgracefid  fact 
exists  (or  has  existed)  that are  charg- 
ed for  drafts  on  others;  at  others  the  accommo- 
dation of  drafts  is  refused  (i.  e.  the  equalization 
of  exchange  is  denied)  to  any  except  those  who 
keep  their  accounts,  or  do  business,  e^c^Jwsivc- 
b/,  with  such  offices,  to  secure  a monopoly:  for 
which  purpose  they  have  “black  lists,”  refer- 
ing  to  them  to  ascertain  whether  such  facility 
may  be  granted  or  not.  Such  reference  has 
been  made  in  Baltimore — and  an  application 
for  a pitiful  sum,  in  a draft  on  Philadelphia, 
refused — after  an  observation  by  a clerk,  on 
looking  at  his  alphabet,  on  don’t  keep  your 
entire  account  here,  and  we  reserve  such  things 
for  our  particular  friends,’’^  or  words  to  that 
effect — ^thus  defeating  one  great  [apparent] 
object  of  the  institution.  This  seems  to  be  a 
common  case,  1 have  heard  of  a dozen  in  a 
day^or  two. 

aysx'is  proposed  in  congress  to  alter  the  char- 
ier of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  permit  its  notes,  issued  at  the 
several  branches,  to  be  signed  by  the  presi- 
dents and  cashiers  of  such  branches,  instead 
of  the  president  and  cashier  at  the  mother 
bank— 

The  pretence  is,  that  the  labor  of  signing 
such  notes  is  too  great  to  be  performed  by  two 
persons!  I can  sign  my  own  name  fi  fteen  times 
in  a minute,  and  very  leisurely  ten  times;  let 
us  say  only  five  times — that  is  SOO  times  in  an 
hour;  and,  working  three  hours  in  a day,  for 
SOO  days  in  the  year,  the  product  is  27 0,000 
notes;  average  them  at  only  ^20  each,  and 
the  sum  is  nearly  five  and  on  half  millions  per 
annum — an  amount  that  is  far  greater  than 
the  bank,  and  all  its  branches,  can  possibly 
require,  after  the  first  year.* 

The  EFFECT  will  be,  to  keep  up  that  uncer- 
tainty which  exists  in  regard  to  the  genuineness 
of  bank  notes;  for  we  shall  have  to  make  our- 
selves familiar  with  from  SO  to  50  signatures 
of  presidents  and  as  many  of  cashiers,  and  a 
vast  door  will  be  opened  to  counterfeiters,  also 
to  speculate  upon  and  shave  the  public. 

But — 1 believe  the  UESIGN  of  the  proposed 


*1F,  however,  this  labor  is  too  great,  superaddecl 
to  tlie  other  things  required  of  the  president  and 
casliier,  let  a vice  president  and  sub-cas,hier  be  ap- 
pointed, who.se  sole  business  it  shall  be  to  sign  the 
notes — any  thing  to  preserve  their  uniformity  and 
protect  the  people  from  imposition. 
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alteration  of  the  charter  is — to  give  the  notes 
of  the  United  States  bank  the  appearance  of 
distinct  and  separate  characters,  the  more  ea- 
sily to  reconcile  the  people  to  a refusal  by  cer- 
tain offices  to  receive  those  of  other  offices; — 
for  well  do  the  “deep  ones’'  who  manage  this 
bank  know  how  easily  the  people  are  imposed 
upon  by  appearances — and  they  have  cause  to 
esteem  that  knowledge  to  the  value  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars;  that  being  about  the 
amount  of  profits  made  by  iif,  or  expected  to  be 
realized  by  it^  in  about  a year,  through  their 
management  of  the  stock. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  congress,  after  having 
suffered  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
which  can,  and  will,  and  «/oes  govern  the  local 
banks,  and  which  I expect  to  see  governing 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  if  ever 
a season  of  serious  difficulty  with  England 
arrives,  will  not  now  allow  the  people  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  security  they  expected,  or  sufter 
them  to  be  shaved  by  the  bank;  tliereby  cast- 
ing away  the  chief,  or  only,  desirable  features 
set  forth  in  favor  of  its  incorporation.  Let 
something  remain  to  stand  as  a little  credit 
against  the  exclusive  privileges  and  extensive 
powers  granted  to  this  institution;  and  rather 
pass  a supplement  to  the  charter  compelling 
the  offices,  at  all  times  when  applied  to,  to 
furnish  drafts  at  par  in  exchange  for  bills  pay- 
able by  said  bank,  no  matter  from  whence 
issued,  than  afford  facilities  or  allow  pretences 
for  refusing  them,  it  was  expected  that  such 
drafts  might  always  be  had — it  was  one  of  the 
considerations  on  which  the  bank  was  charter- 
ed; the  people  have  a right  to  insist  upon  it — 
and  they  ought  to  insist  upon  it,  and  to  have  it, 
“peaceably  if  they  can,  violently  if  they  must.” 
By  “violently,” that  the  should 

take  it  up;  and  tax  the  mother  bank  and  the 
branches  out  of  every  resting  place  except  the 
ten  miles  square.  In  this  right  of  the  states  is 
the  only  hope  of  safety  against  the  power  of  the 
mammoth;  and  it  is  well,  indeed,  that  that 
right  exists.  May  the  bank  so  conduct  itself 
as  never  to  require  its  exercise  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  is  here  projected — but  the  state  banks 
must  bedefended,  as  the  “weaker  vessels,”and 
the  United  States  bank  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  honestly  fulfilling  the  public  expec- 
tation, or  forfeit  the  advantages  which  the  pub- 
lic has  bestowed.  This  is  plain  English;  and 
there  will  soon  be  a proper  understanding  of  it 
by  all  parties.  [to  be  continued.] 


Relations  with  Spain. 

To  the  House  of  Represejitatives  of  the  United  States. 

Conformably  with  a resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  T now  lay  be- 
fore that  House,  a report  received  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  witii  tJie  copy  of  the  correspondence  re- 
ferred to,  and  requested  by  tiiat  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
JVasJdnyton^  Februcm-y,  1818, 


The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
6ih  of  this  month,  requesting  the  President  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  that  House,  the  correspondence 
with  the  government  of  Spain,  to  which  a letter  of 
theministerof  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Ma- 
drid of  the  25th  of  October,  1816,  communicated 
with  a late  Message  of  the  President  to  that  House, 
relates,  has  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the 
President  a copy  of  the  correspondence  requested. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Department  of  State, 

February,  12th,  1818. 

(TnAXSLATIO^r.) 

The  Chevalier  Don  Louis  de  Onis,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sin — Under  the  date  of  30th  June,  I am  advised 
by  lieutenant  general  Don  Pablo  Morillo,  captain  ge- 
neral of  Caraccas,  and  commander  of  the  expedition 
which  his  majesty  had  destined  to-establish  tran- 
quility at  Carthagena,  that,  with  a view  to  acceler- 
ate this  important  object,  he  is  about  to  establish 
the  most  rigorous  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Santa  Fe,  including  Carthagena,  and  that 
in  consequence,  every  neutral  vessel  which  shall  be 
found,  not  only  in  those  ports,  but  on  those  coasts, 
shall  be  made  prize  of,  in  order  to  prevent  those 
who  have  revolted  from  his  majesty’s  authority,  re- 
ceiving succors  of  any  kind. 

I have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  to 
you  for  the  information  of  the  President,  that  the  in- 
juries may  be  avoided  which  would  result  to  the 
citizens  of  this  republic,  if  they  continue  as  hereto- 
fore, to  trade  with  the  rebels  against  the  authority 
of  my  sovereign. 

I renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  respect, 
and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LOUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Philadelphia  Sept.  5,  1815. 

(thanslation) 

Don  Louis  de  Onis  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

SiK — Don  Pablo  Morillo,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  destined  by  the  king,  my  master,  for  the 
pacification  of  the  vice-royalty  of  Santa  Fe,  says  to 
me,  under  date  of  the  19  th  of  December  last,  that 
after  having  compelled : Carthagena  to  surrender 
at  discretion,  he  had  found  it  expedient,  for  the 
complete  re-establishment  of  the  tranquility  of  the 
vice-royalty,  to  continue  the  blockade  from  Santa 
Martha  to  the  river  Atrato  inclusive,  and  to  give  or- 
ders, that  if  any  vessel  be  met  with,  further  south 
than  the  mouths  of  tlie  Magdalena,  or  farther  north 
than  the  parallel  of  Cape  Tiburoon  on  tlie  Mosquito 
Shore,  and  between  the  meridians  of  these  points, 
she  would  be  declared  a good  prize,  whatever  docu- 
ments or  destination  she  might  have.  But  that  he 
had  left  open  to  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  the  two 
ports  of  Santa  Martha  and  Puerto-Bello. 

I have  the  honor  to  give  you  this  notice,  as  it  may 
be  interestingtothemerchants  of  the  United  States 
and  to  renew  the  assurances,  &c. 

LOUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Philadelphia,  Jfarc/i  2, 1816. 

Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Chevalier  de 

Onis,  envoy  extraordinary,  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary, &c. 

DEPAaTMKXT  OF  StaTF, 

March  20tli,  1816.  S 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yocr  letter 
of  March  2d,  announcing  the  continuance  oPa  block- 
ade of  t!)G  Spanish  coast  in  ‘^outh  Aineric.i,  from 
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S antii  Martha,  to  the  river  Atrato,  inclusive  of  the 
latter,  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  Ids  Catliolic 
majesty’s  forces,  and  that  if  any  vessel  is  met  south 
of  the  moutlis  of  the  Magdalena,  or  north  of  the  pa- 
rallel of  Cape  Tiburoon,  on  the  Mosquito  coast,  and 
between  the  mer'dian  of  thbse  points,  she  shall  be 
seized  and  condemned  as  a prize,  whatever  may  be 
her  documents  or  destination.  You  state  also,  that 
tiie  ports  of  Santa  Martha  and  Porto-Bello,  are  left 
ojien  to  neutrals. 

I liave  to  state  that  this  proclamatiqn  of  general 
Morillo,  is  evidently  repugnant  to  thela\y  of  nations, 
for  several  reasons,  particularly  the  folloAving:  that 
it  declares  a coast  of  several  hundred  miles  to  be  in 
a state  of  blockade,  and  because  it  authorizes  the 
seizure  of  nqutral  vessels  at  an  unjustifiable  distance 
from  the  coast.  No  maxim  of  the  law  of  nations  is 
better  established,  than  that  a blockade  shall  be  con- 
fined to  particular  ports,  and  that  an  adequate  force 
sltall  be  stationed  at  each  to  support  it,  The  force 
siiould  be  stationary,  and  not  a cruising  squadron, 
and  jiluced  so  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  or 
uioutli  of  the  river,  as  to  make  it  evidently  dangerous 
for  a A’ess'el  to  enter.  I have  to  add,  that  a vessel 
cnteringthc  port  ought  not  to  be  seized,  except  in 
returning  to  it,  after  being  warned  off  by  the  block- 
ading’ squadron  stationed  near  it. 

I am  instructed  by  the  President,  to  state  to  you 
lliese  objections  to  the  blockade,  which  has  been 
announced  in  youv  letter,  that  you  may  communi- 
cate them  to  your  g’overnment,  and  in  confidence 
i liatyou  will,  in  the  mean  time,  interpose  your  good 
offices,  and  prevail  on  general  Morillo  to  alter  his 
yn-oclamation,  and  practise  under  it  in  such  a man- 
ner, as  to  conform  in  both  respects  to  the  law  of  na-. 
tipns, 

In  seating  to  you  these  well  founded  objections  to 
the  blockade  of  general  Morillo,  I have  the  honor  to 
observe,  that  your  motive  for  communicating  it,  js 
duly  appreciated. 

I liave  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
(translation.) 

Don  Luis  do  Onis,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sin— 1 have  received  your  official  letter  of  the 
2Uth  of  this  month,  in  which  you  state  that  the  pro- 
cdamalion  of  general  Morillo  U repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  natioiLs,  as  well  because  it  declare.s  a coast  of  se- 
veral hundred  miles  in  a state  of  blockade,  authoriz- 
ing tlie  capture  of  CAmry  neutral  vessel  at  an  unli- 
mited distance  from  the  coast,  as  that  it  is  an  estab- 
iished  maxim  among  tlie  nations  thait  a blockade 
shonlil  be  limited  to  the  ports  where  there  may  be  a 
ctutionary  and  not  a cruizing  force  sufficient  to  make 
liie  entrance  of  the  harbor  or  river  AAdiere  it  may  be 
placed,  dangerous,  and  finally,  even  in  this  case,  a 
vessd  ought  not  to  be  captured  when  she  is  about 
to  enter  a port,  save  only  Avhen,  after  having  receiv. 
ed  nouce  of  the  blockade,  she  attempts  to  infringe 
it.  You  are  pleased  to  state  to  me,  that  the  Pi’esi- 
dent  desires  that  l Avill  communicate  these  obseiTa- 
lioiLs  to  my  government,  and  that  I AA'ouid  use  my 
good  offices,  confidentially,  Avith  general  Morillo,  so 
to  modify  his  blockade,  as  to  conform  to  the  laAvs  of 
nations.  \ 

I will  communicate  to  Ins  majesty,  in  compliance 
a:»  jth  tlie  Avi.shcs  of  the  President,  what  you  have  sta- 
led to  me  in  your  note,  and  I will  with  pleasure  avail 
iTiA'self  of  the  departure  of  yir.  Hughes,  to  write  to 
general  Morillo,  inviting' him,  in  the  execution  ofhis 
blockiide,  to  avoid  tlic  injurious  effects  resulting 
therefrom,  to  the  citizens  or  this  republic,  so  far  as 
may  be  compatible  Avitli  the  security  and  tranquility 

his  majesty’s  dominions  under  his  command. 


I must,  however,  observe  to  you,  sir,  that  general 
Morillo  has  a naval  force  disposable  and  competent, 
as  I conceive,  to  the  object  in  Anew.  Tiiat  on  the 
3d  of  February  there  sailed  from  Cadiz,  a squadron 
of  a ship  of  the  line,  tAVo  frigates,  and  several  small- 
er  vessels  as  a reinforcement;  that  on  the  coast  in- 
tended to  be  blockaded  by  the  said  general,  there 
are  no  other  ports  of  entry  for  Merchant  vessels  than 
those  of  Carthagena,  Santa  Martha,  and  Porto-Belio; 
and  finally,  that  the  measure  taken  by  him  not  being 
directed  against  an  enemy’s  country,  is  not,  as  sta- 
ted in  your  esteemed  note,  contrary  to  the  laAvs  of 
public  rights.  The  object  of  the  general’s  procla- 
mation is  to  notify  the  traders  of  foreign  nations, 
tibat  he  will  maintain  the  laws  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Indias,  In  their  fuM  force;  the  observance  of 
which  had  been  relaxed  in  the  latter  times,  by  the 
effect  of  circumstances,  though  modified,  however, 
in  favor  of  neutrals,  by  leaving  two  ports  open  to 
their  commerce.  Ypu  are  aware  that,  agreeably  to 
those  laws,  no  foreign  vessel  Avas  alloAved  to  trade 
Avith  the  doirdnions  ofhis  majesty,  on  that  continent 
without  a special  license,  and  that  vessels  found 
near,  or  evidently  shaping  a course  towards,  them, 
were  liable  to  confiscation  as  interlopers.  Not  only 
that  part  of  the  coast  lying  between  Santa  Martha 
and  the  river  Atrato,  but  the  whole  coast  eastward 
and  southward  of  those  points,  from  the  Oronoco  to 
the  territory  of  this  republic,  belongs  to  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  and,  consequently,  any  vessel  whate- 
ver, found  near  it,  or  standing  towards  it,  can  have 
no  other  object  than  to  carry  on  smuggling,  or  stir 
up  a civil  war  in  the  king’s  dominions;  in  either 
case,  the  laws  of  nations  recommend  the  seizure  of 
the  vessels  so  empioyed.  Actuated  by  a constant 
desire  to  prevent  the  misfortunes  which  such  inju- 
ries might  occasion  to  the  citizens  of  this  republic, 

I have,  on  other  occasions,  suggested  a very  s mple 
mode  of  putting  an  end  to  them,  namely  that  the 
President  would  be  pleased  to  issue  orders  tliat  no 
vessel  should  be  cleared  at  the  custom-houses,  save 
for  a specified  port,  according  to  the  general  prac-  : 
tice  of  nations:  the  practice  of  clearing  many  ves- 
sels, for  the  West  Indies  generally,  carries  with  it  i 
a suspicion  of  a desig^i  to  carry  on  a contraband  trade, 
or  to  disturb  the  public  tranquility  in  the  dominions 
of  the  king,  my  master,  and  therefore  the  owner  who 
clears  out  his  vessel  in  this  way,  and  without  the 
certificates  of  the  Spanish  consuls,  cannot  conijilain 
if  it  be  detained  as  suspicious.  In  fact,  what  diffi- 
culty can  a merchant,  acting  fairly,  have  to  specify 
tlie, port  of  Havana, Ningston,  Santa  Martha,  Guayra, 
Porto-Bello,  Rio  Janerio,  or  any  other  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation.l*  None,  unquestionably;  since,  in 
case  of  not  finding  a good  uiarket  at  one  place,  he 
proceeds  to  another,  with  a declaration  made  at  the 
port  he  touched  at,  of  the  motives  which  obliged 
liim  to  alter  his  destination.  The  Avisdom  and  hu- 
manity wliich  eminently  distinguish  the  President 
and  the  administration,  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the 
solidity  of  these  observations,  nor  to  approve  the 
policy  of  his  majesty  in  taking  the  most  suitable 
and  effectual  measures  to  secure  his  subjects  from 
the  civil  war  which  a number  of  adventurers  are  en- 
deavoring to  kindle  in  his  dominions;  and  I there- 
fore flatter  myself  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  take  into 
consideration,  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  mea- 
sure I have  had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  you,  by  pre- 
veniing  the  collectors  of  tlie  customs  from  clearing> 
out  vessels  except  for  specified  ports,  and  notifying 
merchants  trading  Avitli  the  possessions  of  the  king 
to  conform  to  the  establisiied  rules  and  orders,  regu- 
lating, not  only  neutrals,  but  .Spanish  vessels  alsoj 
that  they  may  avoid  the  consequences  of  their  r.oq 
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observance,  notwithstanding"  ids  majesty’s  desire  to 
afford  them  within  his  dominions,  all  the  benefits 
and  advantag-es  compatible  with  the  public  safety 
and  his  royal  interests. 

I hope  that  the  explanation  which  I have  thus  ta- 
ken the  liberty  to  make,  until  I have  received  the 
answer  of  the  king,  my  master,  will  quiet  the  anxie 
ty  of  the  President  as  to  tlie  proclamation  of  gene- 
ral Morillo,  anti  that  it  will  be  viewed  by  him  as  a 
continuation  of  my  earnest  desire  to  reinstate  the 
commerce  of  the  two  nations  reciprocally,  on  the 
most  liberal  and  favorable  footing, 

I renew  my  respects  to  }'ou,  sir,  and  pray  God  to 
preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Philadelphia,  •March  25,  18X8. 

Extract  of  a letter  frotn  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 

Erving,  dated 

Depahtmext  of  State,  ') 

July  20th,  1816.  > 

‘‘You  have  been  apprised  already  of  asimilarmea- 
sure,  which  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  vessels  which 
had  been  seized  at  Cai’thagen.a,  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who,  under  various  pretexts,  had 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  tliere.  I have  tlie 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  application  succeeded,  as 
to  our  citizens,  though  it  failed  as  to  the  vessels. 
You  will  interpose  directly  with  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment in  favor  of  the  latter,  documents  respect- 
ing which  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  either  by  the 
present  or  some  other  early  opportunity,” 

Mr.  Erving  to  his  Excelle7icy  Don  Pedigo  Cevallos, 
frst  Minister  of  State,  &c. 

Madrid,  26th  September,  1816. 

Sir — lam  ordered  by  my  government  to  apply  to 
his  majesty,  through  your  excellency,  for  the  resti- 
tution of  sundry  American  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
have  been  seized  and  brought  into  Carthagena,  or 
other  places  within  that  command  or  vice  royalty, 
under  the  pretext  of  a pretended  blockade,  issued 
by  Don  Pablo  Morillo,  in  December,  1815. 

When  that  blockade  was  communicated  to  the 


to  your  excellency  upon  this  disagree.uhe  suo;  cX 

It  is  vain,  sir,  to  hope  that  the  United  States  will 
ever  consent  to  blockades  upon  tlie  principles  of 
general  Morillo;  they  will  acknowdedge  none  to  i)c 
valid,  which  are  not  strictly  conformable  to  the  well 
known  principles  of  public  law;  principles  most 
clearly  defined  and  quite  indisputable,  to  wliicli  the 
United  States  have  always  adhered  in  tlieir  own  prac- 
tice, and  to  the  infringement  of  which,  in  arty  form, 
in  any  degree,  or  under  whatever  pretext,  they  have 
always  opposed  themselves. 

The  blockade  of  general  Morillo  is  repugnant  to 
the  law,  because  it  extends  over  several  hundred 
miles  of  coast,  and  to  an  indefinite  distance  from  the 
shores,  of  course  cannot  be  enforced  as  a blockade, 
but  remains  a bare  pretext  for  spoliation.  A block- 
ade by  sea,  to  be  acknowledged  as  valid- by  the  Uni  - 
ted States,  must  be  confined  to  particular  ports,  eacii 
having  a force  stationed  before  it,  sufficient  to  in- 
tercept the  entry  of  vessels,  and  no  vessel  shall  be 
seized  even  in  attempting  to  enter  a port  so  block- 
aded, till  she  has  been  previously  warned  away  from 
that  port. 

I may  be  excused  from  dilating  on  rules  so  per- 
fectly established,  so  consonant  to  justice  and  to 
reason,  in  writing  to  a person  of  your  excellency’s 
knowledge  and  experience. 

His  majesty,  who  does  not  fall,  through  his  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Onis,  to  assure  the  United  States  of  his  con  • 
stant  disposition  to  cultivate  relations  of  friendship 
with  them,  and  to  that  end  to  satisfy  all  their  just 
reclamations,  will  certainly  be  sensible  to  the  vio- 
lent proceedings  of  which  my  government  now  com- 
plains, and  I persuade  myself  will  not  hesitate  in 
ordering  that  the  proclamation  of  embargo  issued  by 
general  Morillo,  be  declared  null,  and  that  the  Ame- 
rican property  whicii  may  have  been  taken  under  io 
be  immediately  restored  to  its  owners. 

In  this  confidence  I annex  hereto  a list  of  the  ves- 
sels already  known  to  have  been  captured. 

Renewing  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
verv’  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING, 


American  government,  Mr.  Monroe,  secretary  of 
State,  in  a note  of  March  20th,  1816,  addressed  to 
his  majesty’s  minister  at  Washington,  formally  pro- 
tested against  it;  and  it  was  hoped  that  on  proper 
representations  being  made  by  that  minister  to  gen. 
Morillo,  he  would  retract  his  measure,  or  if  not,  that 
his  majesty,  being  made  acquainted  with  the  remon- 
strance of  the  American  government,  would  imme- 
diately send  out  orders  wliicli  might  produce  the 
same  effect,  and  assure  for  the  future,  due  liberty 
to  the  American  commerce  in  those  seas. 

But  it  now  appears,  that  as  late  as  the  month  of 
June,  no  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  measures 
of  MoriUo,  no  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  inter- 
ference of  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  and  finally  the  com- 
missioner, Sir.  Hughes,  who  was  sent  by  the  govern- 
ment of  tlie  United 'States  to  Carthagena,  for  the  pur- 
pose, amongst  others,  of  reclaiming  the  property 
seized,  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  United  States, 
on  that  point  aitogetiier  unsatisfied.  Indeed  the 
viceroy  of  Santa  Fe,  Don  Francisco  de  Montalvo, 
gives  this  commissioner  to  understand  by  a letter, 
of  June  9th,  whereof  die  enclosed  is  a translated  es- 
py, that  he  the  viceroy  does  not  pretend  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  law  of  nations,  and,  at  the  same 
time  tliat  he  goes  on  executing  the  arbitrary  aad 
illegal  decrees  of  general  Morillo,  devastating  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  he  refers  the  Ameri- 
can government  to  his  majesty  for  redress. 

It  is  therefore  that  I now  find  necessarv  to  write 


Schr.  Adeline,  of  Baltimore,  at  Carthagena. 
Friend’s  Hope,  of  Baltimore,  at  Carthageiia. 

Schr.  Coimt,  of  Baltimore,  at  Carthagena. 

Charles  Stewart,  of  New-Orleans  at  Santa  Martha, 
Edward  Graham,  at  Santa  Margarita. 

Glienh  of  Norfolk,  at  Puerto  Cavalo, 

N.  B.  It  is  believed  that  the  cargoes  of  several  cf 
these  vessels  have  been  confiscated  without  even  the 
form  of  trial. 

[trastslatiok.] 

Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  George  TV.  Erving,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

Sir — Having  communicated  to  the  king  your  note 
of  the  26th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of 
several  American  vessels  in  the  port  of  Carthagena, 
(S.  A.)  in  consequence  of  the  blockade  established 
on  those  coasts  % general  Morillo,  and  your  demand 
of  their  restitution,  his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
determine  that  information  shall  be  requested  (se 
pida  informe)  of  the  court  of  admiralty  on  this  bu- 
siness. 

I renew  to  you  the  assurances,  &c. 

PKDRO  CEVALLOS. 

October  17,  1816. 

Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Erving  to  the  secretary 
of  State,  dated 

“Madrid,  Dec.  15,  1816. 

“I  had  the  honor,  by  my  letter  No.  20,  (of  October 
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27)  to  communicate  to  you  the  continuation  of  my 
correspondence  witli  Mr.  Cevallos  on  various  sub- 
jects, and  by  that  of  October  31st,  (No.  24,)  to  in- 
form you,  that  he  had  been  dismissed  from  his  em- 
ployments and  succeeded  in  them  by  Oon  Jose  Pi- 
zarro. 

“f  iierewilii  submit  to  you  copies  of  my  corres- 
pondence with  this  new  minister 

“He  lias  not  replied  to  m)^  note  the  2.5th  Oc- 
tober respecting' Morillo’s  blokade proclamations.” 

[TnA?rsi,ATio::.] 

2)on  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  State. 

Si7,_His  excellency  the  viceroy  of  the  kingdmu 
of  New -Grenada,  communicates  tome,  under  date 
of  the  2d  September  last,  that  tranquility  being  res- 
tored throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of  Santa  Fe, 
and  all  its  provinces  liaving  submitted  to  his  majes- 
ty’s government,  the  commander  in  cliief,  Don  Pablo 
Morillo,  has  thought  fit  to  raise  t!ie  blockade  which 
he  had  established  on  those  coasts,  the  causes  having 
ceased  which  obliged  him  to  impose  it;  and  that  in 
consequence  of  this  determination,  the  before  men- 
tioned viceroy  hy  s been  pleased  to  open  the  provin- 
ces of  that  kingdom,  and  particularly  the  port  of 
Cartliagena,  to  the  commerce  of  the  powers  in  ami- 
ty with  his  majesty,  under  the  regulations  specified 
in  the  printed  papers,  which  i have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith. 

I hope,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  this 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  president,  that  he  may  see 
the  disposition  of  his  majesty  to,  favor  the  commerce 
pf  this  republic  in  every  tiling  tii at  maybe  compati- 
ble witli  the  security  of  his  dominions,  and  that  com- 
ports with  his  interests. 

I renew  my  respects,  &c.  and  pray  God  to  preserve 
you  maiiA'  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  26,  181c. 

Extract  of  a letter  frorn  Mr.  Erving-  to  the  secretary 
of  State,  dated 

“Madrid,  March  10,  1817. 
f Proclariation  of  Morillo.  J 

“On  this  afiair  I wrote  on  the  26th  September, 
1816,  and  was  answered  October  17tli,  that  an  “m- 1 
forme’^-  should  be  taken  of  the  admiraltazgo;  I wrote  ! 
again  on  the  25th  October,  and  remain  without  any 
answer.’^ 


Case  of  Mr.  Meade. 

We  have  received  and  attentively'^  read  the  docu- 
ments laid  before  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
its  request,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  case  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  confined  in  the 
dungeons  of  St.  C.ttaiina,  at  Cadiz,  by  the  Spanish 
government. 

The  documents  reflect  great  credit  on  our  minister 
at  Madrid,  Mr.  Ekvistr,  for  the  unwearied  zeal 
and  great  ability  wdth  which  he  has  plead  for  the 
release  of  this  injured  citizen — but  he  might  as 
well  have  talked  to  “stocks  and  stones”;  and  the 
whole  exhibits  (to  use  a word  exactly  suited  tp 
the  case)  one  of  the  most  rascally  transactions  that 
we  ever  heard  of.  It  is  worthy  of  a king/: 

We  have  not  room  for  the  wliole  o,f  these  documents, 
nor  is  there  much  need  for  us  to  publish  any  of 
them,  excepting  the  following  petition  from  Mrs. 
Meade,  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
Its  sccompanyingpapers;  after  stating  that  the  hi.s- 
tnry  of  the  transactions  as  by  her  related,  are  everv 
w’ay  supported  by  competent  testimony.  There  z's 
no  other  Cause  for  his  imprisoivnent  than  that,  if  he 


is  released,  the  Spanish  government  must  refund  the 
money  which  it  compelled  him  to  deposit  in  the  royal 
treasury!  What  a wretch  is  the  ^‘adored  king** 
for  the  paltry  sum  of  50,000  dollars. 

Petition  of  Mrs.  Meade,  and  papers  communicated  by 
her  in  relation  to  liichard  W.  Meade. 

To  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  United 
States — the  following  case  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted; 

Richard  W.  Meade  was  born  in  Chester  county,  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  June,  1778.  He  went  to  Spain  iu 
1803,  to  claim  restitution  of  property  detained  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  in  which  claim  he  was  unsuccessful. 
He  then  established  a commercial  house  at  Cadiz, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided,  in  the  character  of 
an  American  citizen;  and  having  held  from  1806, 
till  the  present  year,  the  station  of  navy  agent  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Cadiz.  Mr.  Meade  has 
a wife  (the  undersigned)  and  nine  children,  now  re- 
siding inPhiladelpliia. 

In  their  late  struggles  he  rendered  essential  servi- 
ces to  the  people  of  Spain,  as  repeatedly  and  pub- 
licly acknowledged.  In  1812,  being  in  actual  ad- 
vance to  the  government  of  Spain,  to  the  amount  of 
near  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  being  sa- 
tisfied that  the  treasurer  general,  Don  Victor Soret, 
was  using  the  funds,  which  by  contract  had  been  ap- 
propriated to  repay  that  advance,  lie  appealed  to  the 
regency  against  tlie  conduct  of  the  ti-easurer;  and 
receiving  no  satisfaction,  published  a pamphlet,  con- 
taining a statement  of  Ids  contracts  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  its  injustice  towards  him;  in  consequence 
of  which  publication,  he  was  imprisoned  for  three 
months,  and  then  released  on  bail.  On  an  appeal  to 
the  cortes,  Mr.  Meade  obtained  an  order  for  the  pay- 
ment ofiiis  advances,  which  order  has  been  but  par- 
tially complied  with,  and  that  under  enormous  sa- 
crifices, amounting  in  many  instances,  to  one  third 
of  the  capital,  besides  several  years’  interest,  for 
which  no  allowance  has  ever  been  made.  Mr. 
Meade  also  appealed  to  the  cortes  against  the  un- 
just proceedings  of  the  regency  in  imprisoning  him: 
the  cortes  reported  tlie  pi’oceedings  as  illegal  and 
unjust,  and  decreed  the  constitutional,  penalties  a- 
gainst  tlie  minister  who  gave,  and  the  judge  who 
executed  the  order.  The  dismissal  of  the  regency 
by  the  cortes,  and  the  subsequent  dissolution  of  the 
cortes  itself  on  the  arrival  of  king  Ferdinand,  pre- 
venled  the  report  of  the  cortes  against  the  regency 
being  acted  on,  and,  the  affair  being  revived  by  the 
supreme  council  of  war,  composed  of  men  subservi- 
ent to  the  old  regency  (who  are  now  all  in  high  of- 
fices round  the  court)  it  was  lately  decreed  that  Mr. 
Meade  should  pay  a fine  of  two  thousand  ducats  for 
the  publication  which  they  termed  a libel  on  the 
late  regents. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  affair  above  related, 
of  the  imprisonment  in  1812,  is  altogether  distinct 
from  the  present  confinement  of  Mr.  Meade  and  its 
causes,  though  often  eri’oneously  blended  with  it: 
it  will  cleai'ly  appear,  however,  that  the  rancour  pro- 
duced by  the  events  related,  has  operated  with  many 
now  jn  power  in  stimulating  the  present  persecu- 
tion, the  circumstances  leading  to  which  are  as  fol- 
loAv.s: 

In  1811,  Mr.  Meade  was  appointed  assignee  to 
the  estate  of  James  W.  Gla.‘'»s,  of  Cadiz,  declared 
bankrupt  in  England,  in  consequence  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  house  of  Hunter,  Rainey,  & Co.  of  Lon- 
don, against  whom  a commission  of  bankruptcy  had 
issued:  the  appointment  of  Mr.  M.  was  made  the 
tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz,  with  the  approbation 
of  all  ti'ie  creditors  in  Cadiz,  and  was  confirmed  by 
the  assignees  i.n  London — the  tribmial  of  commerce 
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having  cognizance  of  all  commepcial  alFairs  in  Spain, 
and  all  persons  carrying  on  trade  there  (even  fo- 
reigners) being  amenable  thereto.  Mr.  M.  gave 
bonds  accordingly,  to  take  charge  of  the  effects  of 
the  estate,  and  to  be  responsible  solely  to  the  tribunal 
for  the  proceeds^  being  prohibited,  under  the  penalty 
of  the  bonds,  from  disposing  of  the  funds  without 
the  sanction  of  the  tribunal. 

Having  settled  the  affairs  of  the  estate,  and  paid 
all  demands  thereon,  there  remained  in  his  hands 
about  fifty-two  thousand  dollars,  which  he  several 
times  petitioned  the  tribunal  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
mit to  the  assignees  in  London.  The  delays  attend- 
ing all  Spanish  proceedings  prevented  the  petitions 
being  acted  upon  until  Mr.  Duncan  Hunter,  one  of 
the  principals  of  the  bankrupt  bouse,  was  sent  to 
Cadiz,  and  when  on  the  eve  of  getting  the  business 
settled,  Mr.  Glass  (escaping  from  his  hail  in  England) 
appeared  also  in  t adiz,  and  laid  an  embargo  on  the 
funds,  under  the  pretence  of  having  been  illegally 
included  in  the  bankruptcy.  John  M‘Dermot  was 
appointed  as  the  agent  of  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Meade 
offered  to  pay  to  Hunter  orM’Dermot  the  amount  in 
his  hands,  on  their  giving  bonds  satisfactory  to  the 
tribunal  of  commerce,  in  lieu  of  his  own:  those  per- 
sons not  being  able  to  procure  such  sureties  as  the 
tribunal  would  accept,  that  body,  suddenly,  and  of 
its  own  accord,  decreed  that  Mr.  M.  should,  on  the 
following  morning,  place  the  money  in  the  king*! 
treasury,  until  M’Dermot  or  Hunter  should  give  the 
security  required;  it  being  declared  that  all  Mr. 
Meade’s  property  should  be  embargoed  in  case  of  non 
payment  at  the  time  limitted.  In  pursuance  to  the 
said  order  Mr.  M.  made  the  depositeon  the  following 
morning,  and  presented  to  the  tribunal  the  receipt  in 
which  the  treasurer  acknowledged  to  have  received 
the  sum  in  question  by  order  of  the  tribunal,  to  be 
held  subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  that  body. 
A question  having  been  made,  at  the  instigation  of 
M’Dermot,  whether  the  sum  had  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  in  specie,  or  in  treasury  notes,  the  intendant 
answered,  to  an  official  enquiry  of  the  tribunal,  that 
**the  deposit  had  been  made  in  due  form  under  his 
inspection,  ineffective  specie,  and  that  whenever  the 
tribunal  should  order  its  payment,  his  majesty  would 
pay  it  in  the  same  coin.’'’ 

Notwithstanding  this,  a suit  was  brought  against 
Mr.  Meade  by  M‘Dermot,  and  the  tribunal,  aware 
that  it  had  done  wrong  in  ordering  the  deposite,  de- 
cided that  Mr.  Meade  should  pay  the  money  a second 
time!  An  appeal  was  entered  from  this  decree  to 
the  superior  tribunal,  called  abradas  (Mr.  M.  having 
a right  to  that  appeal  by  the  7th  and  20th  articles 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.) 
While  the  cause  was  there  pending,  the  plaintiff 
(through  the  English  minister)  procured  an  order 
for  the  removal  of  the  case  to  the  council  of  war,  at 
Madrid,  where  the  sentence  was  confirmed.  Mr. 
Meade  had  a right  to  appeal  but  was  refused.  He 
petitioned  the  king,  who  commanded  that  he  should 
beheard  by  the  same  court;  but,  as  Mr.  Meade  con- 
ceived the  judges  to  have  evinced  a partiality  in  the 
case,  at  Mr.  Meade’s  request  five  new  judges  wxre 
added  to  the  five,  of  which  the  court  was  before 
composed.  In  this  state  of  the  pase,  M‘Dermot 
presented  a petition,  stating  that  Mr.  Meade  was  a 
bout  to  leave  Spain,  and  praying  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  tlie  money  or  to  be  put  in  con- 
finement, and  the  order  was  accordingly  granted 
(through  the  infiuence  of  the  British  minister)  by 
the  five  primitive  judges,  though  the  king  had  ex- 
pressly decreed  that  no  measure  should  be  taken  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Meade,  but  with  the  presence  of  the 
new  judges.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1816,  Mr.  Mc;:d 
Was  seiz-ed  Jgid  inTj)risoned  in  the  castle  of  Sta. 


Catalina,  at  Cadiz,  confined  in  a dungeon,  with  a sen- 
tinel at  his  door,  and  for  several  months  locked  up 
at  night. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Erving, 
has  made  strong  remonstrances  to  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment against  these  unjust  and  cruel  prosecutions 
of  an  American  citizen;  those  remonsti'ances  have 
drawn  from  the  king  an  order  to  the  council,  to  des- 
patch Mr.  Meade’s  case;  but  there  is  at  this  time 
strong  reason  to  believe,  that,  while  such  an  order 
is  given,  to  amuse  the  American  ministers,  a secret 
order  is  given  to  delay  the  decision,  as  the  present 
state  of  the  treasury  tvould  render  the  payment  of  the 
money  inconvenient,  it  being  apparent  that  the  money 
must  be  paid  on  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Meade. 

For  corroboration  of  tlie  principal  facts  of  the 
foregoing  statement,  and  particularly  those  respect- 
ing the  deposite,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  made,  the  President  is  referred  to  the  docu- 
ments herewith  sent.  Copies  of  those  relating  to 
Mr.  Erving’s  correspondence  with  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment have  also  been  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Washington. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  this  appeal  to  the 
President,  will  not  presume  to  add  a single  com- 
mient,  but  must  await  the  result  with  trembling 
anxiety;  she  cannot  however  avoid  respectfully  inti- 
mating a hope,  that  if  kindly  disposed  to  act  effi- 
ciently in  a case  so  interesting  |to  Mr.  Meade  and 
his  family,  the  President  will  adopt  some  other 
means  of  attaining  his  purpose,  than  tlirough  the  a- 
gency  of  Mr.  Erving,  it  being  now  perfectly  ascer- 
tained, that  the  representations  of  that  gentleman 
to  the  Spanish  government  in  Mr.  Meade^s  case,  are 
not  received  with  that  respect,  or  attended  to  with 
that  promptness  and  desire  of  accommodation,  due 
to  their  justice,  to  his  station  and  conduct,  or  to  the 
character  of  the  country  he  represents.  On  the  con- 
trary, his  communications  have  been  treated  wnth 
marked  disregard,  or  answered  by  trifiing  equivo- 
cations insomuch  as  to  render  his  exertions,  howe 
ver  well  intended  and  spirited,  utterly  useless. 

MARGARET  MEADE, 

Wife  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  4,  1817. 

Copy  of  an  official  letter  addressed  to  Don  Victor  So^ 
ret,  treasurer  general  of  Spain,  for  the  year  X%17^ 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  revenue  or  provincial  rents  of 
Cadiz. 

By  return  of  post,  witliout  fail,  you  will  please 
state,  if  the  deposite  exists,  as  yet,  which  R.  Meade 
made  on  the  19th  February,  isi4,  of  reals,  1,050,327 
and  20  Maravedis,  in  virtue  of  a sentence  of  the  roy- 
al tribunal  of  the  consulado  of  the  day  prior  thereto. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

MOTOR  SDRET. 

Madrid,  22d  of  April,  1817. 

(answer.) 

In  the  moment  that  I received  your  official  letter 
of  the  22d  of  the  present  month,  relative  to  the  de- 
posite of  R,  Meade,  I sent  a copy  of  said  letter  to  the 
administrator  general  of  the  revenue  of  the  province, 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  in  consequence  of 
all  the  archieves  corresponding  to  the  year  in  which 
the  said  deposite  was  made  exi'Sting  in  his  depai’t- 
ment,  and  under  his  control,  and  under  this  date  he 
answered  me  as  follows: 

- “General  administration  of  the  rents  of  the  pro- 
vince. By  the  archieves  of  judicial  deposites,  and 
corresponding  to  the  .year  1814,  which  exist  in  tliis. 
administration,  it  appears  unquestionably  that  R. 
Meade  deposited,  on  tlie  19th  February  of  said  year 
in  virtue  of  a sentence  of  the  royal  tribunal  of  the 


to 


NILES’  REGISTER—FEBRUARY  28,  18l8-*-CONGRESS. 


consulado  of  the  daj'  before,  the  sum  of  reals  of  vei- 
lon  1,050,327,  and  20  maravedis,  and  that  no  sum  has 
ever  been  returned  to  the  present  day,  on  account  of 
of^aiddeposite,  which  I beg"  leave  to  state  in  answer 
to  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which  you 
transmit  me  a copy  of  tlie  letter  freceived  by  you 
from  tlie  treasurer  j^eneral  of  the  22d  of  this  month  • 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

ANTONIO  Y.  SARBE. 

Cadiz,  29th  April,  1817. 

And  which  I,  therefore,  beg-  leave  to  transcribe, 
to  you  as  an  answer  to  your  official  letter. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

BENITO  ELERS, 
Treasurer  of  Cadiz. 

Cadiz,  29th  April,  1817. 

Correspondence  referred  to  by  Mr.  Erving-,  in  his 
letter  14th  March. 

Copy  of  an  official  letter  addressed  by  Don  Julian 
Fernandez  J\'avanete,  treasurer  general  of  Spain,, 
for  the  year  1816,  to  the  prior  and  consuls  of  the 
i Toyal  tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz,  and  their  an- 
swer. 

In  order  to  answer,  with  due-  or  correct  know- 
ledge,  a certain  information  or  request,  which  has 
been  demanded  of  me  by  my  superiors,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  you  will  be  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
as  early  as  possible,  whether,  by  order  of  your  tribu- 
nal, R.  Meade  made  a deposite  in  the  treasury  of 
royal  finances,  or  in  that  of  the  revenue?  Of  what 
amount  said  deposite  was?  If  it  exists  at  present? 
and  whether  there  is  any  impediment  to  returning 
the  same  to  him? 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JULIAN  FERNANDEZ  NAVANETE. 
Madrid,  19th  Nov.  1816. 

(reply.) 

Under  date  of  the  19th  instant,  you  Were  pleased 
to  say  to  his  royal  tribunal,  that,  in  order  to  answer 
certain  information  which  had  been  demanded  by 
your  superiors,  that  this  tribunal  should  state  whe- 
ther it  was  true,  that,  by  its  order,  R.  Meade  had 
made  any  deposite  in  the  royal  treasury  of  finance, 
or  that  of  the  revenue?  Of  what  amount  it  consist- 
ed? If  it  existed  at  present?  And  if  there  was  any 
impediment  to  its  being  returned  to  him.^ 

In  reply  to  these  questions,  the  consulado  begs 
leave  to  state,  that,  at  the  suit  of  John  M‘Dermot, 
who  claimed  from  R.  Meade,  for  ballance  of  accounts 
the  sum  of  reals  ofv.  1,050,327,16  maravedis,  in  the, 
course  of  the  proceedings,  this  tribunal  gave  its  sen- 
tence, commanding  R.  Meade  to  deposite  the  afore- 
said sum  in  the  royal  treasury  of  the  revenue,  and 
this  was  done  in  treasury  notes  of  effective  cash, 
which  said  Meade  had  to  receive  from  said  depart- 
ment, and  the  deposite  was  thus  made,  the  treasurer 
obliging  himself  to  liold  the  amount  at  the  disposi 
tion  of  this  tribunal.  The  sum  deposited  subsists, 
and  though  M‘Dermot  afterwards  pretended  that  R. 
Meade  should  deliver  him  said  sum,  without  any  re- 
gard'tothe  deposite,  it  did  not  take  place,  on  ac- 
count of  R.  Meade  having  appealed.  The  said  Meade 
applied  to  his  ma.jesty,  and,  through  the  minister  of 
finance,  there  was  issued  a royal  order,  dated  10th 
August,  1815,  in  which  it  was  commanded  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  funds  could  be  collected,  wherewitli 
to  return  the  aforesaid  deposite,  tl)is  tribunal  should 
.suspend  its  proceedings.  This  tribunal  consulted 
the  supreme  council  of  war  on  this  point,  and  in 
virtue  of  a despatch,  of  which  the  adjoined  is  a 
literal  cojyv,  they  submitted  the  auto,  or  proceedings, 
to  the  supreme  council,  as  commanded  by  said  royal 
order.  Tiie  supreme  council  makes  mention  of  the 


same  in  the  aforesaid  document;  and  it  is  the  strong- 
est proof  that  the  deposite  exists  at  the  disposition 
of  this  tribunal,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  auto, 
of  suit,  being  still  pending  in  the  appeal  before  the 
supreme  council.  This  tribunal  cannot  resolve  to 
whom  the  sum  so  deposited  is  to  be  returned,  and^ 
wliilst  the  suit  is  dependent  on  the  appeal,  this  tri- 
bunal cannot  regulate  its  sentence  or  proceedings. 

MIGUEL  DE  ]MARr6n, 
NICHOLAS  BLANCO. 

Cadiz,  29th  Nov.  1816. 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

February  20.  The  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  the  memorial  of  the  governor  and  judges 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan  praying  that  the  boun- 
dary line  between  that  territory  and  the  state 
of  Ohio  may  be  run  and  egtablished  agreeable  to 
the  provision  of  the  ordinance  of  congress  of  1787, 
and  of  the  several  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the 
subject;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate 
a list  of  all  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  the 
sum  annuSiUy  paid  to  each,  and  the  states  or  terri- 
tories in  which  the  said  pensions  are  respectively 
paid.  [iVgreed  to,  on  Monday  following.] 

The  senate  resumed  the  considera,tion  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  general  Authur  St.  Clair,  which 
was  read  the  third  time  and  the  question  stated 
“shall  the  bill  pass?’* 

Mr.  Barboiir  and  Mr.  Morrill  spoke  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  Mr  Kin^r  in  its  support,  when 
The  question  on  its  passage  was  taken  and  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  BuitUI,  Crittenden,  Dag^jett,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lard,  Goldsborough,  Hunter,  King,  Morrow,  Noble,  Otis,  Riiggles, 
Sanford, Stokes,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams, 
of  Ten.  Wilson— 21 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Dickerson,  Eppes,  Lacock,  Leake,  Ma- 
con, Morrill,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tichenoi— 10. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  returned  to  the  house 
of  representatives. 

Resolutions  were  offered  having  respect  to  the 
supply  of  troops,  on  the  Georgia  frontier,  with  ra- 
tions. 

February  23.  Mr.  Storer  having  presented  a 
memorial  from  the  owner  of  sundiy  fishing  vessels 
of  Portmouth,  N.  II  captured  by  the  British  and 
carried  into  Nova  Scotia,  and  praying  relief — sub- 
mitted a resolution  directing  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  cases  of  a similar 
nature;  (which  resolution  was  on  the  following  day 
agreed  to.) 

[ I'he  senate  adjourned  on  receiving  a message 
from  the  house  of  representatives  announcing  the 
decease  of  col  Goodwyn;  and  the  next  day  passed 
a resolution  to  wear  crape  in  respect  to  his  memo- 
ry.] 

February  24.  The  senate  further  considered 
tlie  motion  about  contractors  for  the  army — of  no 
present  importance  to  detail. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  in 
compliancy  witli  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  re- 
specting tlie  armories,  ti.c.  in  the  United  States. 

Also  a message  respecting  the  reservations  of 
certain  sections  of  the  public  lands  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  laying  out  and  establishing  towns  thereon. 
February  25.  Several  bills  passed  through  difi 
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ferent  stages.  The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a|  and,  afterannouncingthe  proceeding  to  the  senate 


separate  territorial  government  in  the  Alabama  ter 
ritory  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  the  district  of  Columbia  was  filled 
with  500^ — and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  &c. 

A petition  was  presented  praying  that  paper  hang- 
ings may  be  subjected  to  a specific  duty. 

Feb.  26.— The  report  of  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs  on  the  memorial  of  certain  officers  of  the 
navy  and  of  the  marine  corps,  attached  to  the  Me- 
diterranean squadron,  was  further  postponed  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  to  next  Monday  week. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Co 
lumbia,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  house  of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolutionary  army. 

A number  of  propositions  were  again  successive- 
ly made  to  amend  the  bill  in  its  details,  which  were 
variously  disposed  of;  after  which  the  bill  was  at 
length  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett, 
Eppes,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Morril,  Otis, 
Kuggles,  Stokes,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tichenor, 
Van  Dyke,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Ten — 
23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dickerson,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor — 8 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  UEPBESENTATIVES,. 

Friday,  Feb.  20 — The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  transmit-, 
ing  a return  of  the  arms  and  military  stores  furnish- 
ed to  the  respective  states  under  the  act  of  1808, 
for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  the  8th  ultimo;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  by 
which  the  army  of  the  United  States  is  subsisted, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


adjourned. 

Tuesday  Feb.  24. — By  Mr.  JVervton,  from  the 
committee  on  commerce  and  manufactures,  a bill 
to  authorize  the  apprehension  of  foreign  seamen 
deserting  the  vessels  to  which  they  belong: 

By  Mr.  Bassett,  from  a select  committee,  a bill 
to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
department  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron 
de  Beaumarchais; 

By  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  from  the  military  com- 
mittee, a bill  respecting  invalids;  also. 

By  Mr.  J.  a bill  regulating  the  admission  of  ca- 
dets into  the  military  academy;  also. 

By  Mr.  J.  a bill  to  allow  half  pay  pensions  to 
widows  of  the  militia. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe,  transmit- 
ing  from  the  department  of  state,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  the  house,  a letter  from  Ar- 
thur Lee,  touching  the  claim  of  Caron  de  Beau- 
marchais. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  in  rising  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution, adverted  to  the  documents  communicated 
to  the  house  by  the  executive,  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  subject  of  our  negociations  with  the  Spanish 
government,  and  observed,  that  it  would  be  seen 
by  these  documents,  that  attempts  had  been  made, 
by  negociations  at  Madrid  and  with  the  Spanish 
minister  in  this  country,  to  bring  the  matters  in 
dispute  with  that  government  to  a final  settlement, 
but  it  had  always  been  evaded  by  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment. The  house  had  been  informed  by  the 
president,  that  a negociation  was  then  pending  in 
Washington,  and  it  was  very  important.  Mr.  F. 
thought,  the  house  should  be  informed  of  the  re- 
sult, or  the  state  of  that  negociation.  For  his  own 
part,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  perfectly  tired  of  nego- 
ciating  on  our  differences  with  Spain.  There  had 
been  ample  time  for  each  government  to  know  its 
determination  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  lime  to 
know  what  prospect  there  was  of  its  termination. 
Mr.  F.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to  without  opposition,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  communicate  it  to  the  pre- 
sident: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is 


The  bill  making  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  to  lay  be- 
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support  of  the  navy,  passed  through  a committee  of 
tlie  whole,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

The  house  then  again  went  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Livermore  m the  chair,  on  \\x&  bank- 
rupt bill. 

Mr.  JMason,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Colston,  of 
Va.  delivered  speeches  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
against  striking  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  followed  on  the  same  side,  and  in 
reply  to  the  various  objections  urged  against  the 
bill  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  striking  it  out  64 

Against  striking  it  out  71 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  Monday, 
which  was -ineffectually  opposed  by  Mr,  Cobb-,  and 
The  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Feb.  23.— The  house  met  and  the  de- 
cease of  col,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  a member,  being 
announced  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Newton,  the  house 
agreed  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month; 


fore  this  liouse  so  much  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  government  of  Spain  as  will  enable  congress  to 
judge  what  ground  there  is  for  expecting  an  ami- 
cable and  speedy  adjustment  of  the  differences 
between  that  government  and  the  United  States. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropri.ations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy  for  the  year  13 Iff,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bankrupt  bill—\.\ns  important 
matter  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  sitting.  The 
committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

(Ijr"The  JVational  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  last 
observes — More  than  forty  petitions  were  yester- 
day presented  in  the  house  of  representatives.  In 
consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  business,  congress  can  do  but  little  other; 
and,  after  all,  it  is  probable  that  not  thirty  bills, 
founded  on  such  petitions,  are  passed  at  any  ses- 
sion. Besides  frustrating  other  important  busi- 
ness, the  petitions  are  smothered  in  their  owri 
overpowering  volume  of  words  and  subjects:  the 
minds  of  the  members,  fatigued  with  the  number 
and  variety  of  claims  on  their  attention,  relax,  and 
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naturally  become  insensible  to  the  merit  of  claims, 
often  most  worthy  of  their  regard.  There  is,  we 
fear,  no  remedy  for  this  evib  but  we  think  it  would 
be  an  important  alleviation  of  it,  for  each  house  to 
prescribe  a certain  period  in  the  session,  and  th<t. 
not  far  advanced,  after  which  no  petition  shall  be 
received.  After  the  arrival  of  that  period,  the  uvo 
houses  might  proceed  systematically  with  the  busi- 
ness before  them,  with  the  hope  of  coming  to  son>e 
decision  on  all  the  business  before  them  ai  each 
session;  which  is  now  not  only  not  probable,  but 
not  possible. 

Wednesday f February  25.-— Mr.  Little  laid  before 
the  house  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  requesting  the  attention  of  congress  to 
the  defenceless  state  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  the 
expediency  of  a naval  depot  on  its  waters, fee.  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JVe/son,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Lo-ivndesy  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
1799,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage. 

After  disposing  of  a considerable  mass  of  private 
business,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  tlie  bankrupt  bill. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Edwards*  motion,  to 
discharge  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  from 
the  fi'.rther  consideration  of  the  bill  and  to  post- 
pone it  indefinitely, 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Mass,  delivered  a speech  of 
about  aln  hour  in  length  against  the  motion,  and  in 
favor  of  the  system. 

Mr.  Larbournext  took  the  floor,  in  favor  of  the' 
postponement,  and  decidedly  against  the  bill. 

Mv.Liverinore,  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Beecher  then 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  hou.se  having  refused  to  agree  to  a motion 
for  adjournment, 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bili 
indefinitely,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  . 

YEAS— Messrs.  AWwt,  Anderson, Ken.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va_ 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Bi*yan,  Bur’ 
-veil,  Butler,  Campbi  11,  Claggett,  Claiborne.  Cobb,  Comstock, Cook, 
Crafts.  Crawford,  I>tsl;a,  Earle,  Edwards,  Floyd,  Forney,  Garnett, 
Jlale,  Hall-N.  C.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Mass.  Jobnson,  Va. 
Johnson,  Ken.  .To)u  s,  Kinsey,  W.  Maclay,  Wrn.  P.  Maciay,  M’Coj", 
Marr,  Merrill,  Merton,  Mumford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson, Nesbitt,  New- 
ton, Owen,  Patterson,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Quarles,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Hingpld,  Robertson, Lou.  Sampson,  Savage,  Scudder,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Simkins,  Slocnmb,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spen- 
cer, Stew'art,  N.  C.  Strother,  Tarr,  Terrill,  Trimble,  Tucker,  Va. 
Tucker, S.  C.  Tyhr,  Uphain,  Walker,  Ken.  Wallace,  Williams,  N.Y. 
Williams,  N.  C.  Wijson,  Pen.— 8?. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass,  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pen. 
Baldwin,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Boss,  Colston,  Cruger,  Cushman,  Dar- 
lington, Ellicott,  Ervin,S.C.  Folger,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Hall, Del.  Har- 
rison, Hasbrouck,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Holmes, 
Con,  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Huntingdon,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Little, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  M Lane,  Mason,  Mass.  .Mason,  R.  I.  fiercer, 
Middleton,  Mills,  Moore,  Moseley,  Jer.  Nelson,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Orr, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Peter,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson, 
Ken.  Ruggles,  Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Terry,  Toriipkins,  Wendover,  Westeilo,  White- 
side,  Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Mass.— 70. 

So  the  house  deterTtined  thuv  the  bili  be  inde’ 
FINITELY  POSTPONED — that  is,  rejected. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  26.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  tliis  house  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  martial  ordered  by  commodore  Isaac 
Chauncey,  at  the  i.nstance  of  midshipman  Marston, 
for  the  trial  of  John  Orde  Creighton,  and  that  he 
be  also  (greeted  tc  lay  before  this  house  the  memo- 


rial of  the  midshipmen  and  other  officers  in  the 
Mediterranean  squadron,  forwarded  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  emanating  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  martial  held  for  the  trial  of  captain  John 
Orde  Creighton. 

It  was  also  ordered,  that  the  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
proceedings;  of  courts  martial  for  the  trials  of  cap- 
tain Perry  and  captain  Heath,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
to  provide  the  manner  in  which  the  right  of  expa- 
triation shall  be  exercised. 

A very  interesting  debate  followed — the  speech- 
es are  not  given  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  but 
are  promised,  and  we  hope  that  room  may  be  al- 
lowed to  copy  some  of  them.  The  committee  rose, 
reported  progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Foreign  Articles. 

AMERICANS  IN  EUROPE. 

The  following  anecdote  is  given  in  the  Columbian 
on  the  authority  of  a respectable  gentleman  recent- 
ly returned  from  Europe — “An  American  gentlC'^ 
man,  who  very  recently  tilled  a high  and  distin- 
guished station  in  the  councils  of  our  country,  and 
who  is  now  making  the  tour  of  Europe,  arrived  at 
Brussels  in  September  last.  He  was  recommended 
to  a hotel  of  great  celebrity.  Its  exterior  presented 
the  aspect  of  magnificence;  but,  on  entering  it,  he 
was  surprised  at  being  conducted  to  au  apartment, 
comfortable,  but  totally  destitute  of  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  splendor.  After  much  detention,  a 
cup  of  weak,  miserable  coffee  was  brought  him.  At 
this  he  complained  with  some  asperity;  when  the 
servant,  with  great  sang  froid,  replied,  “we  thought 
that  English  gentlemen  did  not  like  strong  coffee.’* 
But  I am  no  Englishman;  I am  an  American.  The 
servant  retired;  and  in  a few  minutes  the  master  of 
the  hotel  entered  with  him,  and  conducted  his 
guest  into  a suit  of  magnificent  apartments,  where 
he  received  the  most  unremitted,  attention  during 
his  stay  in  the  place.  In  Paris,  the  Americans  are 
in  the  habit  of  wearing  a cockade  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  English.  Comments  are  unneces- 
sary.” 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  Courier  says — The  Franklin  74,  has  excited 
much  interest,  and  is  the  admiration  of  every  class. 
She  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  the  Mediterranean 
to  relieve  the  Washington,  com.  Chauncey. 

The  editor  of  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  of  the  2d 
ult.  observes,  “Dr.  Franklin  himself,  with  all  his 
sanguine  predictions  of  America  becoming  a great 
and  independent  power,  could  scarcely  have  anti- 
cipated, that  an  American  ship  of  the  line,  bearing 
his  own  name,  would  convey  an  American  minis- 
ter to  England  in  the  year  1817-’* 

It  appears  that  com.  Stewart,  of  the  Franklin  74, 
would  not  fire  a salute  on  entering  a British  port, 
because  the  British,  in  evidence  of  their  superiori- 
ty at  sea  make  it  a rule  to  return  all  national  sa- 
lutes with  Uvo  guns  less.  Com.  S.  deserves  the 
thanks  of  his  country  for  refusing  to  acknowledge 
that  superiority. 

American  flour,  at  Liverpool,  Jan.  5,  65  to  70s.  per 
bbl. — not  in  great  demand. 

The  duke  of  Cambridge,  one  of  the  sons  of 
George  UI.  is  to  marry  a Hessian  piiucess. 

Emigration  to  the  British  North  American  colonies, 
it  is  stated,  v/ill  not  be  encouraged  hereafter  by  the 
government— as"  the  condition  of  the  people  has 
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been  rendered  worse  by  the  change.  The  secret 
cause,  probably,  is  that  they  pass  into  the  United 
States. 

American  6 per  cents,  in  London,  105. 

Lord  Courtenay  has  sold  his  estates  in  Ireland  for 
650,000  pounds.! 

London  was  enveloped  with  so  thick  a fog  on  the 
Slstof  December,  that  nothing  could  be  don  with 
out  lights. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Londonderry  (Ireland)  to 

a gentleman  in  New-York,  dated  5th  Debember, 
1817, 

“Our  citizens  are  horror-struck;  the  celebrated 
rev.  Dr,  Black,  put  a period  to  his  existence  on  the 
3d  inst.  at  half  past  3 o’clock  in  the  evening,  in  the 
presence  of  several  spectators.  He  passed  through 
tlie  toll-gate  on  the  bridge,  took  off  his  hat  and 
coat,  gave  them  to  a boy  that  was  passing  and  in- 
stantly plunged  into  the  river.  He  was  observed 
to  use  considerable  efforts  to  force  himself  under 
water,  and  at  length  succeeded,  before  his  design: 
could  be  prevented  by  those  who  put  off  to  avert 
this  shocking  catastrophe.  Remorse  of  conscience 
for  his  treatment  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Dickson,  and  the 
widow  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Porter,  the  latter  of  whom 
was>ungat  his  own  meeting  house  door,  in  the  re- 
bellion of  1798,  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  this  dreadful  self-murder,  as  the  doctor  was  wal- 
lowing in  riches,  and  in  the  full  enjoyrrient  of  lord 
Castlereagh’s  favors. 

“But  a wounded  conscience  who  can  bear.” 

[If  all  who  might  drowm  themselves  as  accesso- 
ries of  murder^  during  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  were 
to  do  so— lord  Castlereagh  would  have  very  few 
friends  left  in  the  island.] 

Bank  of  Scotland. — On  Tuesday  last,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  proprietors,  when  there  was  laid  be 
fore  them  an  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
directors  to  increase  their  capital  stock  of  one  mil- 
lion to  one  million  and  a half;  the  additional  half 
million  to  he  taken  from  the  undivided  profits  of  the 
bank,  -without  any  call  upon  the  proprietors. 

It  was  agreed  to,  and  the  increase  of  half  a mil- 
lion ordered  to  be  added  to  the  capital,  agreeable 
to  the  charter  of  the  bank.  By  this  resolution,  af 
ter  Christmas  next,  every  lOOZ.  of  stock  will  be 
augmented  to  150Z.  At  the  above  meeting,  the  se- 
cond dividend  of  4 3-4  per  cent,  was  ordered  to  be 
paid  for  the  Christmas  half-year,  in  January  next. 
It  was  stated  that  it  was  expected  that  the  dividend 
in  July  next,  on  the  accumulated  stock  would  be 
at  the  rate  of  six  and  a half  per  cent,  per  annum. 

London  paper. 

FBANCE. 

Las  Casas,  says  a London  paper,  has  obtained  per- 
mission to  establish  himself  in  Prussia,  and  has  left 
France  for  Berlin.  There  is  no  dangerous  sympa- 
thy in  Prussia  for  the  condition  of  Napoleon. 

The  debate  on  the  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  is  concluded — the  ministerial 
party  has  been  compelled  to  concede  some  import- 
ant  points . There  is  a spirit  of  freedom  yet  exist- 

ing in  France  that  may  accomplish  great  things  for 
the  nation. 

The  Frendi  government  has  transmitted  to  that 
of  Saxony,  82  000  crowns,  in  part  payment  of  its 
claims  for  supplies  to  Bonaparte’s  army.  [JVhat 
■will  this  lead  toP] 

Pensioners. — It  is  remarkable  (says  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser)  that  in  such  a country  as  France 
there  should  be  published,  by  order  of  the  house  of 
deputies,  a complete  list  of  the  pensioners  of  the 
government,  with  the  amount  of  their  several  pen- 
sions, This  list  is  printed  in  10  vols.  4to. — The 


whole  number  of  pensioners  is  196,305,  and  the 
amount  of  pensions  63,595,008  francs,  equal  to 
about  11,924,000  dollars.  The  greater  part  of  these 
pensions  are  paid  for  services  rendered  Bonaparte, 
and  either  were  granted  before  the  restoration,  or 
have  been  granted  to  the  military  who  have  since 
retired  from  service.  The  pensioners  are  thus  di- 
vided into  three  classes. 

Persons.  Jlmount,  Average. 
Civil  7,782  2,234, 682f  295f. 

Military  and  widows  131,918  48,340,484  371 

Ecclesiastics  55,505  12,959,837  233 


196,205  63,595,003 

No  pension  granted  since  the  restoration  exceeds 
6000  franks. 

SPAIN. 

70,000  men  are  to  be  raised  for  the  Spanish  ar- 
my by — a “horrible  French  conscription.’’ 

An  official  article  from  Madrid,  announces  the 
determination  of  the  Spanish  government  to  refuse 
passports  to  all  persons  who  are  not  known,  or  who 
will  not  comply  with  the  accustomed  regnilations. 

The  differences  between  Spain  and  Portugal 
are  yet  unsettled. 

GEHMASTT. 

The  Austrian  government  has  sent  a number  of 
scientific  and  experienced  engineers  to  make  a 
particular  and  minute  survey  of  the  Adriatic 
coast. 

KUSSTA, 

The  Russian  fleet  destined  for  Spain,  was  expect* 
edto  leave  England  about  the  middle  of  January 
for  Cadiz.  The  seamen  are  to  return  home. 

EGYPT. 

According  to  the  latest  accounts  from  Alexan- 
dria, received  in  Holland,  the  pacha  of  Egypt  per- 
sisted in  his  efforts  to  revive  the  commerce  former- 
ly carried  on  between  that  country  and  the  ports  of 
India.  No  less  than  50  sail  had  arrived  from  that 
quarter  at  Suez  since  the  recommencement  of  this 
intercourse. 

EAST-IXDIKS. 

It  is  reported  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  valu- 
able island  of  Amboyna  is  in  the  hands  of  the  na- 
tives. But  we  do  not  hear  much  of  the  Amboyna 
“patriots.” 

MEXICO. 

For  the  translation  of  the  following  humane  and 
religious  proclamation,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Baltimore  Patriot — it  is  truly  Ferdinandish\  a 
new  phrase  that  ought  always  to  be  used  among 
Spaniards  when  they  speak  of  a thing  superla- 
tively brutal  or  incomparably  foolish. 
Proclamation^  issued  by  the  well  deserving  curate 
of  Salamanca,  Dr.  Joseph  Mahia  Cenan,  to  his 
flock,  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  arrest  of 
the  traitor  Javier  Mina. 

Worthy  patriotsl  There  are  no  words,  no  expres- 
sions that  can  describe  the  very  pleasing  satisfac- 
tion, which  we  the  faithful  vassals  of  our  august 
Ferdinand  (whom  God  preserve)  ought  to  feel  on 
this  occasion.  Do  you  know  the  fate  of  the  barbarous, 
the  unnatural  Mina?  This  proud  enemy  of  our’s  re- 
quired the  tributes  and  respects  belonging  to  a true 
legislator,  when  he  was  but  a criminal  breaking  all 
our  sacred  Jaws.  This  frantic  traitor,  whose  merit 
was  not  sufficient  to  elevate  him  an  inch  above  the 
ground,  wanted  to  raise  himself  as  high  as  the 
throne  of  our  sovereign-- This  coxcomb,  who  assi- 
milating himself  to  the  vile  rebels  and  obscure  chieftains 
of  j\'orthAmerica,i?ite7ided  to  disseminate  dissentions 
and  pretended  to  hold  the  ground  against  the  ve- 
ry king  of  Spain— are  you  acquainted  with  the  re- 
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suit  of  his  lut^h,  proud  and  foolish  plans?  Do  you 
know  were  this  fantastic  protector  of  rebels,  the 
extolled  Javier  JUi?ia,  is  to  be  found  at  last?  He 
is  subdued  by  our  unconquered  arms;  he  is  de- 
stroyed; he  has  no  reputation,  no  followers  he  is 
our  prisoner — Oh!  immortal  and  respectable,  Or- 
kantia!  heroic  and  renowned  troops  of  F^'dinand! 
you  have  taken  and  trampled  under  feet  the 
same  man  who  intended  to  stab  your  breasts  and 
cut  your  heads.  The  insolent  Mina  is  liela  under 
your  swords;  he  has  fallen  oppressed  with  the  ter- 
rible weight  of  his  crimes;  and  when  he  hoped  to 
elevate  himself  to  the  highest  station,  he  will  be 
conducted  to  the  most  ignominious  deatli.  ^ Brave 
warriors!  receive  the  most  expressive  effusions  of; 
our  grateful  souls.  Listen  to  our  voices  vyhich, unit- 
ed with  the  most  noble  enthusiasm,  will  I’epeat, 
long  live  the  heroic  defenders  of  the  country!  the 
throne  and  the  altar!  long  live  the  unconquered 
invincible  arms  of  the  king! 

Salamanca^  29th  Oct.  1817. 

We  have  what  the  pompous  Spaniard  calls  a 
** concise  statement”  of  the  capture  of  a fort  Corpa- 
ro,  in  Mexico,  which  fills  two  Havana  newspapers, 
by  the  royalists,  in  which  277  patriots  were  taken 
prisoners.  The  official  account  is  headed  with 
*‘glory  to  the  god  of  armies.^*  This  shews  that  the 
patriots  were  yet  in  force.  Strength  to  them  to 
punish  the  murderers  of  Mina. 

FLOniDA. 

Aury  was  at  Amelia  on  the  6th  inst.  making  all 
possible  haste  to  depart.  All  was  quiet.  The 
U.  S.  ship  Adams,  and  brig  Enterprize  were  there 
— th-  Saranac  and  Prometheus  and  schooners  Lynx 
and  Tartar  were  at  Savannah.  An  English  brig  with 
eight  slaves  on  board  had  been  seized.  There  was 
to  be  a public  sale  of  sugars  to  the  amount  of 
^17,777,  at  St.  Mary’s,  for  payment  of  duties  to 
the  United  States. 

Extract  of  a letter,  received  in  Providence,  (R.I.) 
from  Savannah,  dated  on  the  14th  ult.  from  an  offi- 
cer of  the  American  squadron  at  Amelia- Island; — 
“You  will  probably  wish  to  know  what  sent  me 
here;  I will  inform  you,  and,  by  so  doing,  give  an 
account  of  ten  of  the  most  miserable  days  of  my 
life.  We  took  the  Patriot  privateer,  com.Champlin, 
with  the  Sarina,  Guineaman,  her  prize;  we  were 
ordered  on  board  the  privateer,  and  sailed  under 
convoy  of  the  Prometheus  and  schr.  Lynx,  We  liad 
with  us  forty-two  slave.s,  and  arrived  here  after  a 
long  and  boisterous  passage  of  eleven  days;  not- 
withstanding this  vessel  is  an  excellent  sea-boat, 
we  suffered  much;  but  nothing,  when  compared  to 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  slaves,  which  we  had  no 
means  to  prevent;  five  or  six  of  them  dying  in  a 
night,  of  weakness  and  cold.  The  Sarina  has,  pro- 
bably, lost  more  slaves  than  we  have;  we  have  now 
on  board  only  twenty-five — they  are  all  young,  not 
exceeding  fifteen  years  of  age;  two  are  now  lying 
dead  on  board,  and  there  are  a number  more  that 
will,  in  all  probability,  terminate  their  miserable 
existence  before  anoiher  sun.  Since  our  arrival 
liere  we  have  got  blankets,  which  have  made  the 
slaves  a little  more  comfortable.  It  is  enough  to 
make  the  stoutest  heart  sicken,  to  look  at  t!iese 
miserable  objects,  and  think  of  the  brutality  of 
those  wlio  are  so  hardened  as  to  tear  these  people 
from  their  friends  and  country.  'Fhe  captain  of  the 
Guineaman  (a  Spaniard)  is  now  on  board  of  her, 
sick  of  the  coast  fever,  wliich,  in  all  probability, 
will  terminate  his  mortal  career.  The  number  of 
slaves  taken  from  the  coast  was  118.” 

BniTISlI-AlMKIUCA. 

Extract  from  lieWs  IFeekly  Messetiger. — “Our 


relations  with  America  have  become  so  important, 
or  at  least  in  a progress  of  becoming  so,-  that  we 
shall  defer  our  considerations  of  them  to  an  oppor- 
tunity when  we  can  discuss  them  by  themselves. 
Mr.  Monroe  is  a man  of  gre.at  talent  and  activitj', 
and  his  movements  are  not  without  an  object.  We 
conceive  that  we  feel  as  strongly  as  any  one  for  the 
true  glory  of  this  country;  but  it  always  has  been 
our  opinion,  and  we  know  it  personally  to  be  that 
of  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  this  country  ever 
produced,  that  Halifax,  Canada,  &c.  are  not  worth 
what  they  would  eventually  cost  England;  and  that 
the  true  point  of  wisdom  would  be  to  make  the 
best  bargain  we  could  for  them  to  the  UnitedStates. 
Go  they  must;  i^nd  it  is  better  to  let  them  go  before 
another  debt  of  eight  hundred  millions  be  added 
to  this  country.” 

CANADA. 

Tt  is  stated  that  the  British  army  in  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia  exceeds  in  amount  the  whole  army  of 
the  United  States! 


CHRONICLE. 

ICentucky.  The  treasurer  of  the  state  has  been 
loaning  the  funds  deposited  with  him  to  private  in- 
dividuals on  interest, — i.  e.  he  has  been  baiik- 
ing,  and  is  minus  a considerable  sum;  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  it  will  not  be  lost.  The  affair  has  made 
much  stir  in  that  state.  He  resigned  the  office,  and 
another  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  legislature  has  adjourned  after  passing  142 
laws,  and  7 resolutions. 

Cold.  The  thermometer,  at  Montreal,  stood  at 
32  below  0,  on  the  30th  of  January  last.  An  ox 
was  roasted  on  the  ice,  on  the  Delaware,  opposite 
Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  inst. 

Maryland.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  ad- 
journed after  passing  191  laws — among  them  seve- 
ral of  considerable  local  importance;  one  to  increase 
the  powers  of  the  corporation  of  Baltimore,  to  a 
very  desirable  extent;  appropriating  25,000  towards 
rendering  the  harbor  of  Annapolis  a proper  place 
for  a great  naval  depot;  to  do  away  imprisonment 
for  debt,  on  giving  security  to  appear  before  the 
court;  to  tax  the  branch  of  the  U,  S.  bank  ^15,000 
per  aiumm;  to  dispose  of  the  right  of  the  stale  to 
subscribe  to  bank  stock  in  the  city  of  Baltimorej 
for  founding  Asbury  college  in  Baltimore;  to  esta- 
blish  six  new  banks,  &c.  A bill  from  the  senate  to 
change  the  constitution  in  respect  to  the  election 
of  governor,  was  rejected  in  thehouse  of  delegates 
loithout  being  read!  This  is  something  new. 

The  anniversary  of  Washington* s birth  day,  the 
22nd  inst.  was  observed  at  Baltimore,  by  discharges 
of  artillery,  &c. 

i he  disbursements  of  the  corporation  of  Baltic 
more  for  the  last  year,  amounted  to  about  >§175, 000 
— 52,000  of  which  was  borrowed.  The  excess  ex- 
penditure has  been  caused  by  extensive  and  inte- 
resting improvements,  and  partly  to  repair  tlie  da- 
mages occasioned  by  the  freshet  In  August  last. — 
The  mayor’s  late  communication  to  the  council  is 
a very  interesting  paper — among  the  best  of  its 
kind  ever  presented  to  a corporate  bod}L  But  its 
locality  forbids  a place  to  it  in  the  UEoisTEa. 

Pennsylvania.  There  is  some  talk  of  removing 
the  seat  of  government  again  to  l.;  ncasler,  and  an 
in  • ntion  is  manifested  to  tax  die  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  Th.e  sum  proposed  to  be  levied  varies 
from  25  to  §60,000.  aiinualiy. 

Transportation. — A regular  line  of  waggons  and 
packets  are  established  between  the  city  of  A'ew- 
York  and  Detroit! — the  cost  of  carriage,  in  no  casC;, 
exceeds  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents /ler  c-ivt. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  major-general  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  (granting  him  a pension  of  720  dollars 
per  annum)  has  finally  passed  the  sen  de. 

Bust  of  JoJm  Adams.  The  resolve  that  passed 
tlie  house  of  representatives  to  procure  a marble 
bust  of  Mr.  Adams,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed 
in  the  senate  of  Massachusetts;  and  a committee 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  next  ses- 
sion on  the  expediency  of  procuring  several  busts 
of  distinguished  men,  and  of  erecting  a monument 
to  the  memory  of  general  Warren. 

Gen.  Greene.— 'A  subscription  has  been  opened 
at  Savannah  to  erect  a monument  over  the  remains 
of  general  Greene — who  was  next  only  to  one  in 
building  up  the  republic. 

Gen.  Montgomery. — By  a resolve  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New-Ynrk,  the  remains  of  gen.  Montgome- 
ry are  to  be  transferred  from  Quebec,  where  he  fell, 
and  deposited  near  his  monument  at  St.  Paul’s 
church,  in  New-York. 

Gloucester  bank,  Mass. — Some  fellows  made  their 
way  into  the  vaults  of  this  bank  and  stole  many 
notes  partially  prepared  for  issue,  which  tliey  com- 
pleted, and  passed  some,  to  the  great  terror  of  the 
neiglvboring  people;  they  were  so  much  like  the 
real  ones. 

Munificence. — A clergyman  travelling  to  receive 
donations  for  the  establishment  of  a Presbyterian 
Theological  seminary,  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  received 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  at  Savannah,  and  probably  as 
much  at  Aiu^is’a. 

Gregor  McGregor  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Liver- 
pool. 

JVew  York.  C.  T).  Golden,  esq.  is  appointed  mayor 
of  the  city  of  New  York. 

M-assuchusetts.  Mr.  Brooks,  present  governor, 
and  Mr.  Growninshield,  secretary  of  the  navy,  are 
named  by  the  opposite  parlies  as  candidates  for 
the  office  of  governor  of  that  state. 

*‘  i’he  pea  patch.”  Capt.  Babcock,  of  the  U.  S. 
engineers,  is  advertising  for  a large  quantity  of 
lumber,  to  be  used  in  thecontemplated  fortificati®n 
of  the  Pea  Patch,  a marshy  island  in  the  Delaware 
river,  below  New  Castle. 

Vaccination.  The  managers  of  the  Vaccine  So- 
ciety, at  Philadelphia,  are  feelingly  calling  upon  the 
public  for  support— eleven  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty  seven  cases  have  succes.sfuUv  passed 
through  their  hands;  yet,  with  the  offer  to  vaccinate 
any  that  may  apply  free  of  expense,  they  deplore  the 
decease  of  one  hundred  and  forty  eight  persons  by 
the  small  pox  in  the  last  two  years. 

Canal  across  Cape  Cod.  The  project  of  this  Canal 
has  received  a favorable  attention  by  the  legislatu.re 
of  Massachusetts;  and  if  carried  into  execution  will 
be  a very  interesting  national  improvement y and  we 
wish  that  the  most  complete  success  may  attend  it. 

A -ivo7nan,  Susannah  Bramin,  has  been  convicted 
of  horse  stealing,  at  Plaltsburg,  and  sentenced  to 
three  years  hard  labour  in  the  state  prison. 

Plaster  of  Parisy,  of  superior  quality  and  in  inex- 
haustible quantity,  has  recently  been  discovered  in 
Ontario  County,  New  York. 

Unparalleled  rise  of  property.  A part  of  the  acre 
of  ground  on  the  main  street  in  Lynchburg',  Virg’inia, 
sold  by  Mr.  Lyncti,  a year  ago,  and  since  purchased 
by  Ml-.  Charles  Williams,  for  gl6,500,  was  re-sold 
at  auction  a few  days  ago,  at  more  than  six  hundred 
per  cent,  profit! 

Mr.  Triimbnlh  has  issued  proposals  for  tlie  publi- 
cation oi  liis  picture  of  the  beclahatiok  of  inhe- 
VEXDENCE,  of  which  he  is  engaged  in  painting  an 
enlarged  copy  for  the  decoration  of  the  Capitol. 
Lvc-y  Amencan  of  feeling,  who  can  spare  the  neces- 
t'hvy  money,  u'lil  rejoice  in  being  able  to  decorate 


his  house  with  a picture  at  once  commemorative  of 
jthe  most  striking  event  of  our  history,  and  itself  a 
proof  of  its  perfection  in  that  branch  of  the  Fine 
Arts. 

The fisherdes.  A company  was  formed  at  Glouces- 
ter, in  the  winter  of  1816 — -17,  for  carrying  on  the 
bank  fisheig",  with  a capital  of  50,000  dollars.  Many 
disadvantages  were  suffered  on  the  first  establish- 
ment,yet,  for  the  year  past,  the  sum  investedhas  pro- 
duced a gain  eighteen  per  cent.  This  is  a sort  of 

banking  that  has  our  most  ardent-  wishes  for  its  suc- 
cess;— it  creates  a value  by  industry,  and  raises  a 
body  of  men  that  will  carry  the  ‘-striped  bunting” 
over  every  sea. 

Seniijiaries  of  learning,  &c.  in  the  state  of  dVeTr- 
York.  The  fund  for  the  support  of  common  schools 
in  this  state  is  very  large,  say  equal  to  ^1.160,000. 
Besides  this, there  has  been  granted  to  different  col- 
leges, &c.  in  cash,  or  to  be  raised  by  lottery,  the 
sum  of  §180,400;  and  there  are  also  some  annui- 
ties for  such  institutions.  Lotteries  are  altogether 
a “bad  business,”  but  the  way  in  which  they  are 
managed  in  New  York  is  the  best;  for  there  the  state 
holds  itself  responsible  for  the  proper  drawing  of 
them  and  for  the  payment  of  the  prizes;  and  admits 
only  one  to  go  on  at  a time. 

Another!  Died  on  the  8th  ult.  at  Oppelousas,(Lou.) 
Col.  William  Lyons,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  and 
a zealous  and  disinterested  patriot.  His  latter  life 
was  worthy  of  the  cause  he  espoused  in  his  youtli. 

Also,  at  Annapolis,  Md.  on  the  9th  inst.  capt.  Henry 
Ga.ssa-rfny,a brave  soldier  ofthe  revolution,  “all  which 
he  saw  and  part  of  which  he  was,”  during  its  tedious 
continuance;  and  he  suffered  more  than  his  share,  by 
diseases  and  wounds  incurred  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  He  was  greatly  respected  as  a patriot  and 
a gentleman. 

Another  yet.  Generrd  David  Humphreys,  colonel 
Humphreys  of  tlie  revolution,  afavorite  aid  of  Wasli- 
ington  and  among  the  best  men  that  ever  lived,  died  at 
New-Haven,  on  the  21st  inst.  He  walked  about  the 
house  a few  minutes  before  his  death  and  conversed 
cheerfully;  and  sat  down  on  a sofa  and  instantaneous- 
ly expired.  He  had  been  indisposed,  but  was  not 
considered  dangerous.  The  memory  of  David 
Humphreys  is  so  mucli  engrafted  on  the  history  of  oui^ 
country,  that  a simple  notice  of  his  decease  seems  to 
be  all  that  is  required  of  us,  at  this  time;  except  to 
observe  that  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  and  zea- 
lously supported  domestic  manufactures. 

0:;j"The  reflsction  is  mournful,  that,  in  a few 
years  more,  we  shall  cease  even  to  take  such  posthu  - 
mous notice  of  those  who  dared  the  lion  in  his  den, 
and  carried  the  striped  banner  tlirougli  a seven  years 
contest  for  freedom!  Still  the  consolation  is  left, 
that  so  many  have  lived  to  see  such  g-lorioiis  fruits 
from  their  toils,  privations  and  hazards,  and  to  behold, 
their  country  rapidly  getting  the  bone  of  manhood, 
respected  abroad,  and  happy  at  home,  beyond  any 
other  on  the  globe.  It  is  sweet  for  these  venerable 
men  to  leave  the  world  better  tivan  they  found  it — 
though  they  would  like  to  remain  a little  longer  to 
behold  the  fiilfilment  of  liope,  and  see  the  rep-ub- 
lie  commanding  restle.ss  nations  to  be  still. 

A^laeaivia.  This  country's  settling  most  rapidly. 
The  Black  Warrior  river,  which  is  called  the  “Nile 
ofthe  Western  country,”  is  spoken  of  as  the  great 
out-let  for  the  products  oftbls  interesting  ])art  ofthe 
republic,  soon  to  add  a large  portioii  to  tl^.e  amount 

the  national  industry.  A town  lias  been  establlsii- 
ed  immediately  below  the  falls  of  this  river,  wiiidi, 
•bough  a wilderness  two  years  ago,  now  cont.ains,  by 
a late  census,  296  inhabitants.  Goveriior  Bibb  seem.s 
very  popular  in  this  territory,  and  has  permanently 
Isettled  in  it  Generals  Glausel  -and  I.efebvre  De-..' 
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nouettes,  have  purchased  property  in  Mobile; 
have  also  made  purchases  for  marshal  Grouchy  and 
general  Lallemand  there.  It  is  expected  to  become 
the  permanent  residence  of  these  distinguished  per- 

sons.  . 

Considerable  alarm  is  said  to  exist  at  the  town  ot 
Blakely,  on  account  of  reported  movements  of  the 
hostile  Indians.  A meeting  had  also  been  called  at 
Mobile  on  business  relating  to  the  safety  of  the  peo- 

ple.  „ . 

New  States.  In  a very  short  period  of  time,  from 
one  to  three  \ ears,  we  may  expect  the  erection  of 
three  New  States — Illinois,  Missouri  pd  Alabama. 
The  next  census  will  give  a great  relative  change  in 
thepower  of  some  of  the  old  states,  in  the  popular 
branch  of  the  national  legislature. 

Longevity. — From  the  Washington,JSr.  C-  Hecorder. 
—Died  a few  days  ago,  in  this  county,  at  the  very 

advanced  age  ofTl5  years,  Mr Lilly.  He  re- 

tained  his  health  and  strength  nearly  to  the  last — had 
no  family,  and  like  col.  Boon, the  first  settler  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  a hunter  and  supported  himself  chiefly 
bv  his  gun.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  very 
old  man,  never  owned  or  had  a bed  in  his  house. 

*‘The  Academician.^'  We  have  received  the  first 
number  of  a new  work,  published  at  New  York,called 
<‘The  Academician;”  which,  according  to  the  pros- 
pectus, is  to  be  devoted  to  “observations  on  polite 
literature;  essays  in  moral  and  physical  science;  bi- 
ographical sketches  of  distinguished  persons;  poetry, 
original  and  selected,  criticism,  strictures  on  the  best 
modes  of  education;  notices  of  literary  and  philoso- 
phical institutions,”  &c.  It  is  to  be  published  semi- 
monthly, in  No’s,  of  16  large  8vo  pages,  at  three  dol- 
lars a year.  Payable  in  advance. 

From  v^he  little  opportunity  that  has  been  afforded 
to  examine  the  number  before  us,  we  have  reason  to 
hope  that  the  interest  of  these  very  important  mat- 
ters may  be  much  promoted  by  a general  distribu- 
tion  of  ‘‘The  Academician”  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  believe, 
that  our  citizens  are  prepai-ed  to  give  it  a fair  trial. 

The  steam-boats  at  New  York  have  been  success- 
fully used  in  towing  large  and  heavily  ladened  ships 
into  the  harbor— one  of  them  was  towed  against  -wind 
and  at  four  miles  an  hour.  From  such  exhibi- 

tions  of  power,we  may  anticipate  the  future  efficacy 
of  steam  fngates,  to  clear  our  bays  and  harbours  of 
an  enemy’s  ships,  in  case  we  are  not  strong  enough  to 
meet  them  on  the  ocean — which,  however,  -we  will  be. 

Detroit.  It  is  always  pleasant  to  observe  the  pi-o- 
gress of  improvement.  We  have  before  us  a very 
neat  newspaper  printed  at  Detroit,  two  pages  and 
more  of  which  are  filled  with  advertisements — a 
striking  evidenceof  the  increased  business  transacted 
at  that*  important  station,  which,  no  doubt,  will  soon 
be  a large  city. 

This  newspaper  informs  us,  as  an  “important”  af- 
fair, that  the  secretary  of  war  has  communicated  to 
gov.  Cass,  the  determination  of  the  president,  that 
the  Indian  trade,  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  shallbe  confined  to  citizens  (native  or  natu- 
ralized) of  the  United  States.  Instructions  have  ac- 
cordingly been  issued  to  the  different  agents  of  this 
superintendency,  to  license  no  person  to  trade  with 
tlie  Indians  who  is  not  a citizen. 

It  also  says,  this  week  a number  of  pack-horses, 
laden  with  shoes  for  the  troops  at  Green-Bay,  started 
on  an  expedition  through  the  wilderness  for  that 
post. 

Dr.  Wistar.  The  medical  colleges  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  have  paid  the  highest 
marks  of  respect  to  the  talents  and  cliaracter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Wistar. 


J\ashville,  Jan.  31. — This  is  the  day  appointed  by 
general  Jackson  for  the  concentration  of  the  troops 
from  this  county  assembled  and  marched  from 
here  two  days  since— and  yesterday  about  100  fine 
looking  men  passed  through  this  place  on  their  way 
to  Fayetteville,  under  the  command  of  major  Cook, 
from  Robertson  county. 

The  annexed  order  has  been  printed  by  authority 
of  general  Jackson  for  tlie  purpose  of  being  distri- 
buted among  the  troops  after  their  organization. 

GESEHAE  OnDER. 

Volunteers  of  West  Tennessee~Once  more,  after 
a repose  of  three  years,  you  are  summoned  to  the 
field.  Your  country  having  again  need  for  your 
services,  has  appealed  to  your  patriotism,  and  you 
have  met  it  promptly.  The  cheerfulness  with 
which  you  have  appeared  to  encounter  the  hard- 
ships and  perils  of  a winter’s  campaign,  affords 
the  highest  evidence  of  what  may  be  expected  of 
you  ifi  the  hour  of  conflict  and  trial. 

The  savages  on  your  borders,  unwilling  to  beat 
peace,  have  once  more  raised  the  tomahawk  to 
shed  the  blood  of  our  citizens,  and  already  they 
are  assembled  in  considerable  force  to  carry  their 
murderous  schemes  into  execution.  Not  content- 
ed with  the  liberal  policy  that  has  from  time  to 
time  been  shewn  them;  but  yielding  themselves 
victims  to  foreign  seducers,  they  vainly  think  to 
assail  and  conquer  the  country  that  protects  them. 
Stupid  mortals!  They  have  forgotten  too  soon  the 
streams  of  blood  their  ill  fated  policy  heretofore 
cost  them.  They  have  forgotten  too,  that  but  a 
short  time  since,  conquered  and  almost  destroyed, 
they  were  only  preserved  by  the  mildness  and  hu- 
manity of  that  country  which  they  now  oppose. 
They  must  now  be  taught,  that  however  benevo- 
lent and  humane  that  country  is,  she  yet  has  sacred 
rights  to  protect,  and  with  impunity  will  not  per- 
mit the  butchery  of  her  peaceable  and  unoffending 
citizens. 

Brave  Volunteers — The  enemy  you  are  going  to 
contend  with,  you  have  heretofore  met  and  fought. 
You  have  once  done  it,  and  can  again  conquer  them. 
You  go  not  to  fight  biit  to  be  victorious;  remem- 
ber then  that  the  way  to  prove  successful,  is  not  by 
being  inattentive  to  the  first  duties  of  a soldier, 
but  by  bearing  and  executing  with  cheerfulness 
the  orders  of  superiors,  and  being  constantly  mind- 
ful of  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  your  coun- 
try and  to  yourself.  Subordination  and  attention 
to  discipline  are  all  important  and  indispensable; 
without  them,  nothing  like  system  can  be  preserv- 
ed, and  this  being  wanted  nothing  favorable  can 
res’ult.  But  in  you,  every  confidence  is  reposed. 
Your  general  will  not  believe  that  brave  men,  who 
have  so  promptly  come  forth  at  the  call  of  their 
country,  will  withhold  their  assent  to  regulations 
which  can  alone  assure  them  safety  and  success. 
Hardships  and  dangers  are  incident  to  war,  but 
brave  men  will  bear  them  without  murmuring  or 
complaining.  Knowing  you  to  be  such,  no  fears 
are  entertained  but  that  every  duty  imposed  on 
you  will  be  met  with  promptness  and  cheerfulness. 

Your  general  goes  before  you  to  open  the  way 
and  prepare  for  your  reception.  Confiding  in  your 
diligence  and  exertions,  he  will  texpect  your  arri- 
val at  your  destined  point,  without  unnecessary  de- 
lay— led  by  col.  Arthur  P.  llayne,  an  officer  in 
whom  he  has  every  confidence.  This  being  effect- 
ed, he  will  place  himself  at  your  head,  and  with 
you  share  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  cam- 
paign. ANDREW  JACKSON, 

jWaJ.  gen.  commanding. 
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dj^'The  very  interesting  report  of  a committee 
of  congress  on  manufactures,  in  1816,  is  revived  in 
the  newspapers,  &c.  It  was  published  in  the 
Weekly  Register  a few  days  after  its  date. 

0:;^The  attention  of  members  of  congress  and 
others  is  invited  to  an  excellent  article  respecting 
iron  (page  23);  written  on  account  of  the  president’s 
late  communication  of  Mr.  3agot*s  letter  in  rela- 
tion to  it. 

Banks  ajid  banking. — The  last  Register  made  a 
great  stir  in  this  city — the  demand  for  it  was  un- 
precedented. A large  extra  number  were  printed, 
and  given  away,  for  we  never  sell  single  sheets  of 
the  work.  Tlie  effect  was  far  bejond  any  thing 
anticipated;  and  if  vox  popuJi  est  vox  Dei,  I am 
on  the  safe  side!  I rejoice  at  such  a burst  of  public 
feeling  to  resent  a public  wrong — the  power  of  the 
people  has  been  laughed  at  by  those  who  have  not 
felt  its  operation;  but  they  now  seem  tremblingly 
alive  to  its  consequences,  though  yet  resolved  to  per- 
sist in  their  plans.  What — are  the  commanders  of  mil- 
lions to  tremble  at  the  stump  of  a goose-quilli’  Yes 
— if  thsit  quill  is  directed  by  troth  and  justice 
it  is  as  a two-edged  sword  which  “divides  between 
the  joints  and  the  marrow”  of  speculation. 

The  remarks  about  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
are  continued  in  page  20.  I have  yet  much  to  say 
respecting  it.  Nor  shall  the  banking  business, 
generally,  be  neglected — the  subject  will  be  eluci- 
dated by  some  infamous  anecdotes,  which  I know 
are  true.  But  every  thing  in  its  season;  and,  con 
sidering  those  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  facts  mus- 
be  considered.  Truth  is  not  a libelin  JHarylancL 

1 wish  it  clearly  understood,  that  a special  enmity 
against  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other 
bank,  has  not  led  me  to  the  subject  that  now  enga- 
ges my  attention,  /owe  ill  ivili  only  to  ill  conduct, 
and  am  doing  what  I believe  is  my  duty.  If  I am 
mistaken,  the  people  will  forgive  me — if  I am  right, 
they  will  support  me  in  a well-intended  effort  to 
redress  their  grievance.  I am  myself  but  inciden- 
tally  interested.  The  business  of  the  banks,  how- 
ever, has  passed  every  man’s  threshhold,  and  is  to 
be  found  every  where— like  the  plague  of  the  frogs, 
and  other  unclean  things,  inflicted  upon  the  Egyp- 
tians. 

The  king  of  Sweden  has  attacked  the  paper- 
money  of  his  dominions— in  a late  speech  he  says, 
the  amount  of  the  paper  currency,  which  in  1802 
was  only  14,000,000  of  bank  dollars,  is  now  about 
30,000,000— and  asks,  how  can  either  natives  or  fo- 
reigners have  any  confidence  in  a currency  which 
rises  or  falls  30  per  cent,  in  one  month,^  It  is  not 
quite  so  bad  with  us  y#t;  but  we  do  not  know  wliat 
we  may  come  to,  when,  to  the  premiums,  kc.  of  the 
United  States  bank,  we  add  the  effect  of  the  three 
or  four  hundred  hAoks  lately'^  established,  or  contem 
plated  to  be  established,  under  the  management  of 
men  well  versed  in  the  business  of  “ providing  for 
tifeir  families,”  as  the  shaving -miser  says  in  the  play. 


The  ^^Americaii  Revolution.’^ 

Those  who  delight  to  trace  die  early  daw  rungs  of 
the  American  Revolution,  in  the  emphatical  mea'i- 
ing  of  the  venerable  writer  of  the  following  ar- 
ticle, and  to  ascertain  the  feelings  aad  character 
Yol.  XIV. 2. 


of  some  of  those  who  first  labored  to  bring  about 
an  evenjt,  the  effect  of  which  has  only  just  begun, 
with  consequences  in  its  train  which  no  man 
can  estimate, — will  be  grateful  for  this  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  from  the  pen 
of  such  a distinguished  co-adjutor  and  co-patfi- 
ot,  as  John  Adams.  Zealous  to  afford  the  pa~ 
bulum  animi  to  the  republican  American, — and, 
Convinced  that  in  such  things  he  will  find  new 
causes  to  love  his  country  and  those  who  eman- 
cipated it,  we  feel  an  honest  pride  in  being  made 
the  medium  for  giving  them  to  our  fellow  citi- 
zens; who,  if  we  do  not  greatly  mistake  the 
public  feeling,  indeed,  will  joyfiiliy  receive  in- 
formation that  a sketch  of  the  cJiaracter  6f  Sa- 
muel Adams  may  be  expected  from  the  pen  of  his 
distinguished  cousin,  counsellor,  co-actor  and 
friend. 

Mr.  Adams  has  also  communicated  certain  ancient 
predictions  as  to  the  future  power  of  our  country 
at  sea,  that  will  not  fail  to  interest  our  readers:— 
they  are  laid  off  for  our  next  paper. 

Quincy,  February  13,  1818. 
Mr.  Niles— The  American  Revolution  was 
not  a common  event.  Its  effects  and  conse- 
quences have  already  been  awful  over  a great 
part  of  the  globe.  And  when  and  where  are 
they  to  cease 

But  what  do  we  mean  by  the  American  Re- 
volution? Do  we  mean  the  American  War? 
The  Revolution  was  effected  before  the  War 
commenced.  The  Revolution  was  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people.  A change  in 
their  religious  sentiments,  of  their  duties  and 
obligations.  While  the  king,  and  all  in  autho- 
rity under  him,  were  believed  to  govern  injus- 
tice and  mercy  according  to  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution derived  to  them  from  the  God  of  na- 
ture, and  transmitted  to  them  by  their  ances- 
tors— they  thought  themselves  bound  to  pray 
for  the  king  and  queen  and  all  the  royal  fami- 
ly, and  all  in  authority  under  them;  as  minis- 
ters ordained  of  God  for  their  good.  But  when 
they  saw  those  powers  renouncing  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  authority,  and  bent  upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  the  seem  ities  of  their  lives,  liberties 
and  properties,  they  thouglit  it  their  duty  to 
pray  for  the  Continental  Congress  and  all  the 
thirteen  state  cimgresses,  &c. 

There  might  be,  and  there  were  others,  who 
thoughtless  about  religion  and  conscience,  but 
had  certain  habitual  aentimeats  of  allegiance 
and  loyalty  derived  from  their  education;  but 
believing  ailegi  iiice and  protection  to  be  reci- 
procal, when  protection  was  withdrawn,  they 
thought  alieo-iance  was  dissolved . 

Another  alteration  was  common  to  all.  Tlie 
people  of  America  had  been  educated  in  an 
habitual  alFection  for  England  astheii-  mother- 
country;  and  while  they  thought  her  a kind 
and  tender  parent,  (erroheoasly  enoughs  how- 
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ever,  for  she  never  was  such  a mother)  no  af- 
fecdon  could  be  more  sincere.  But  when  they 
found  her  a cruel  Beldam,  willing,  like  lady 
Macbeth,  to  “dash  thei-  biains  out,”  it  is  no 
wonder  if  their  filial  affections  ceased  and 
were  changed  into  indignation  and  horror. 

This  radical  chavg;e  in  the  'princi'ples^  opi~ 
rionSj  sentiments  and  affections  of  the  peoffe^ 
ivas  the  real  Jlmerican  Ilevolution, 

By  what  means,  this  great  and  important  al- 
teration in  the  religious;  moral,  political  and 
social  character  of  the  people  of  thirteen  co- 
lonies, all  distinct,  unconnected  and  indepen- 
dent of  each  other,  was  begun,  pursued  and 
accomplished,  it  is  surely  interesting  to  hu- 
manity to  investigate,  and  perpetuate  to  pos- 
terity. 

To  this  end  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that 
young  gentlemen  ot  letters  in  all  the  states, 
especially  in  the  thirteen  original  states,  would 
undertake  the  laborious,  but  certainly  interest- 
ing and  amusing  task,  of  searching  and  col- 
lecting all  the  records,  pamphlets,  newspapers, 
and  even  hand -bills,  which  in  any  Avay  contri- 
buted to  change  the  temper  and  views  of  the 
peopler&nd  compose  them  into  an  independent 
nation. 

The  colonies  had  grown  up  under  constitu- 
tions of  government  so  different,  there  was  so 
great  a variety  of  religions,  they  were  com- 
posed of  so  many  different  nations,  their  cus- 
toms, manners  and  habits  had  so  little  i’esem- 
blance,  and  their  intercourse  had  been  so  rare 
and  their  knowledge  of  each  other  so  imper- 
fect, that  to  unite  them  in  the  same  principles 
in  theory  and  the  same  system  of  action,  was 
certainly  a very  difficult  enterprize.  The 
complete  accomplishment  of  it,  in  so  short  a 
time  and  by  such  simple  means,  was  perhaps  a 
singular  example  in  the  history  of  mankind. — 
Thirl  een  clocks  were  made  to  strike  together; 
a perfection  of  mechanism  which  no  artist  had 
ever  before  effected. 

In  this  research,  the  glorioroles  of  individual 
gentlemen  and  of  separate  states  is  of  little 
consequence.  The  means  and  the  measures 
are  the  proper  objects  of  investigation.  These 
u\ay  be  of  use  to  posterity,  not  only  in  this  na- 
tion, but  in  South  .nnerica,  and  all  other 
‘Countries.  They  may  teach  mankind  that  re- 
volutions are  no  trifles;  that  they  ought  never 
to  be  unde  taken  rashly;  nor  without  delibe- 
rate consideration  and  sober  reflection;  nor 
without  a solid,  immutable,  eternal  foundation 
of  justice  and  humanity;  nor  w^itlumt  a people 
possessed  of  intelligence,  fortitude  and  inte- 
grity sufficient  to  ca  ry  them  wrLh  steadiness, 
patience,  and  perseverance,  through  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  the  fiery  trials  and 
iuelancholy  disasters  they  may  have  to  encoun- 
ter. 

The  town  of  Boston  early  instituted  an  an- 
nual oration  on  the  fourth  of  July,  in  comme- 
moration of  the  principles  and  feelings  which 


contributed  to  produce  the  revolution.  Many 
of  those  orations  I have  heard,  and  all  that  I 
could  obtain  I have  read.  Much  ingenuity  and 
eloquence  appears  upon  every  subject,  except 
those  principles  and  feelings.  That  of  my 
honest  and  amiable  neighbor,  Josiah  Quincy, 
appeared  to  me,  the  most  directly  to  the  pur- 
pose of  the  institution.  Those  principles 
and  feelings  ought  to  be  traced  back  for  two 
hundred  years,  and  sought  in  the  history  of  the 
country  from  the  fi.  st  plantations  in  Amei  ica. 
Nor  should  the  principles  and  feelings  of  the 
English  and  vScotch  towards  the  colonies, 
through  that  whole  period,  ever  be  forgotten. — 
Ihe  perpetual  discordance  between  British 
principles  and  feelings  and  those  of  America, 
the  next  year  after  the  suppression  of  the 
French  power  in  America,  came  to  a crisis,  and 
produced  an  explosion. 

It  Was  not  until  after  the  annihilation  of  the 
French  dominion  in  America,  that  any  British 
ministry  had  dared  to  gratify  their  own  wishes, 
and  the  desire  of  the  nation,  by  projecting  a 
formal  plan  for  raising  a national  revenue 
from  America,  by  parliamentary  taxation.— 
The  first  great  manifestation  of  this  design  was 
by  the  order  to  carry  into  strict  executions 
those  acts  of  parliament  which  were  well 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  acts  of  trade, 
which  had  lain  a dead  letter,  unexecuted  for 
half  a century,  and  some  of  them  I believe  for 
nearly  a whole  one. 

This  produced,  in  1760  and  1761,  an  awak- 
ening and  a revival  of  American  principles 
and  feelings,  with  an  enthusiasm  which  went 
on  increasing,  till  in  1775  it  burst  out  in  open 
violence,  hostility  and  fury. 

The  characters,  the  most  conspicuous,  the 
most  ardent  and  influential  in  this  revival,  from 
1760  to  1766,  were — first  and  foremost,  before 
all  and  above  all,  James  Otis;  next  to  him  was 
OxENBRiDGE  Thatcher;  Rcxt  to  him  Samuel 
Adams;  next  to  him  John  Hancock;  theiiDiL 
Mayhew,  then  Dr.  Cooper  and  his  brother.— 
Of  Mr.  Hancock’s  life,  character,  generous  na- 
ture, great  and  disinterested  sacrifices,  and 
important  services,  if  I had  forces,  I should  be 
glad  to  write  a volume.  But  this  I hope  will 
be  done  by  some  younger  and  abler  hand.  Mr. 
Thatcher,  because  his  name  and  merits  are  less 
known,  must  not  be  wholly  omitted.  I'his 
gentlemen  was  an  eminent  barrister  at  law,  in 
as  large  practice  as  any  one  in  Boston.  There 
was  not  a citizen  of  that  town  more  universal- 
ly beloved  for  his  learning,  ingenuity,  every 
doinestic  and  social  virtue,  and  conscientious 
conduct  in  every  relation  of  life.  His  patri- 
otism was  as  ardent  as  his  progenitors  had 
been  ancient  and  illustrious  in  this  country. — 
Hutchinson  often  said,  “Thatcher  was  not  bom 
a Plebeian,  but  he  was  determined  to  die  one.” 
In  May  1763,  1 believe  he  was  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Boston  one  of  their  representatives  in 
the  legislature,  a colleague  with  Mr.  Otisj  who 
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had  been  a member  from  May  1761,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  be  re-elected  annually  till  his  death  in 
17b5,  when  Mr.  ^amuel  Adams  was  elected 
to  fill  his  place,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Otisj 
then  attending  the  congress  at  New- York. — 
Thatcherhad  long  been  jealous  of  the  unbound^ 
ed  ambition  of  Mr.  Hutchinson,  but  when  he 
found  him  not  content  with  the  office  of  lieu- 
tenant governor,  the  command  of  the  castle 
and  its  emoluments,  of  judge  of  probate  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  a seat  in  his  majesty’s 
council  in  the  legislature,  his  brother-in-law 
secretary  of  state  by  the  king’s  commission,  a 
brother  of  that  secretary  of  state  a judge  of 
tlie  supreme  court  and  a member  of  council 
now  in  1760  and  1761,  soliciting  and  accept- 
ing the  office  of  chief  justice  of  the  superior 
court  of  judicature,  he  concluded,  as  Mr.  Otis 
did,  and  as  every  other  enlightened  friend  of 
his  country  did,  that  he  sought  that  office  with 
the  determined  purpose  of  determining  all 
causes  in  favor  of  the  ministry  at  St.  James’ 
and  their  servile  parliament. 

His  indignation  against  him  henceforward, 
to  1765,  when  he  died,  knew  no  bounds  but 
truth,  I speak  from  personal  knowledge. — 
Yor,  from  1758to  1765,  I attended  every  su- 
perior and  inferior  court  in  Boston,  and  recol- 
lect not  one  in  which  he  did  not  invite  me  Home 
to  spend  evenings  with  him,  when  he  made  me 
converse  with  him  as  well  as  1 could  on  all 
subjects  of  religion,  morals,  law,  politics,  his*^ 
tory,  philosophy,  belle-letters,  theology,  my- 
thology, cosmogony,  metapbysicks, — J^ock, 
Clark,  Leibnits,  Bolinbroke,  Berckley, — the 
pre-established  harmony  of  the  universe,  the 
nature  of  matter  and  of  spirit,  and  the  eternal 
establishment  of  coincidences  between  their 
operations;  fate,  foreknowledge,  absolute — and 
we  reasoneii  on  such  unfathomable  subjects  as 
high  as  Milton’s  gentry  in  pandemonium;  and 
we  understood  them  as  well  as  they  did,  and 
no  better.  To  such  mighty  mysteries  he  ad- 
ded the  news  of  the  day,  and  the  tittle  tattle 
of  the  town.  But  his  favorite  subject  was  po- 
litics, and  the  impending  threatening  system 
of  parliamentary  taxation  and  universal  go- 
vernment over  the  colonies.  On  this  subject 
he  was  so  anxious  and  agitated  that  I have  no 
doubt  it  occasioned  his  premature  death. — 
Yrom  the  time  when  he  argued  the  question  of 
writs  of  assistance  to  his  death,  he  considered 
the  king,  ministry,  parliament  and  nation  of 
Great  Britain  as  determined  to  new  model  the 
colonies  from  the  foundation;  to  annul  all  their 
charters,  to  constitute  them  all  royal  govern- 
ments; to  raise  a revenue  in  America  by  par- 
liamentary taxation;  to  apply  that  revenue  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  governors,  judges  and  all 
other  crown  officers;  and,  after  all  this,  to 
raise  as  large  a revenue  as  they  pleased,  to  be 
applied  to  national  purposes  at  the  exchequer 
in  "England;  and  further  to  establish  bishops 
and.  t'-.e  whr.le  system  of  the  church  of  England 


tythesand  all,  throughout  all  British  America. 
This  system,  he  said,  if  it  was  suffered  to  pre- 
vail would  extinguish  the  flame  of  liberty  all 
over  the  world;  that  America  would  be  em-^ 
ployed  as  an  engine  to  batter  down  all  the  mi- 
serable remains  of  liberty  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  where  only  any  semblance  of  it  was 
left  in  the  world.  To  this  system  he  consider-^ 
ed  Hutchinson,  the  Olivers  and  all  their  con- 
nections,dependants,  adherents,  shoelickers-— 
and  entirely  devoted.  He  asserted  that  they 
were  all  engaged  with  all  the  crown  officers  in 
America  and  the  understrappers  of  the  minis- 
try in  England,  in  a deep  and  treasonable  con- 
spiracy to  betray  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
for  their  own  private,  personal  and  family 


randisement.  His  Philippicks  against  the 
unprincipled  ambition  and  avarice  of  all  of 
them,  but  especially  of  Hutchinson,  were  un- 
bridled; not  only  in  private,  confidential  con- 
versations, but  in  all  companies  and  on  all  oc- 
casions. He  gave  Hutchinson  the  sobriquet  of 
“Summa  Potestatis,”  and  rarely  mentioned 
him  but  by  the  name  of  “Summa.’^  His  liber- 
ties of  speech  were  no  secrets  to  his  enemies. 

1 have  sometimes  wondered  that  they  did  not 
throw  him  over  the  bar,  as  they  did  soon  after- 
wards major  Hawley.  For  they  hated  him 
worse  than  they  did  James  Otis,  or  Satmiel 
Adams,  and  they  feared  him  more, — ^because 
they  had  no  revenge  for  a father’s  disappoint- 
ment of  a seat  on  the  supeHor  bench  to  impute 
to  him,  as  they  did  to  Otis;  and  Thatcher’s  cha- 
racter through  life  had  been  so  modest,  decent^ 
unassuming — his  morals  so  pure,  and  his  reli 
gion  so  venerated,  that  they  dared  not  attack 
him.  In  his  office  Were  educated  to  the  bar, 
two  eminent  characters,  the  late  judge  LoWell, 
and  Josiah  Quincy,  aptly  called  the  Boston 
Cicero.  Mr.  Thatcher’s  frame  Was  slender, 
his  constitution  delicate;  whether  his  physi- 
cians overstrained  his  vessels  with  mercUry, 
when  he  had  the  small  pox  by  inoculation  at 
the  castle,  or  whether  he  was  overpiyed  by 
public  anxieties  and  exertions,  the  small  pox 
left  him  in  a decline  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered. Not  long  before  his  death  he  sent 
for  me  to  commit  to  my  care  some  of  his  busi- 
ness at  the  bar.  I asked  him  whether  he  had 
seen  the  Virginia  j esolves:  “Oh  yes— -They  are 
“men!  They  are  noble  spirits!  It  kills  me  to 
“think  of  the  lethargy  and  stupidity  that  pre- 
“vailshere.  I long  to  be  out.  Iwillgoout.  I will 
“go  out.  Iwill  gointo  court,  and  make  a speech 
“which  shall  be  read  after  my  death  as  my  dy- 
“ing  testimony  against  this  infernal  tyramiy 
“they  are  bringing  upon  us.”  Seeing  the  vio- 
lent agitation  into  wliich  it  threw  him,  I chang- 
ed the  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  ami  retired. 
He  had  been  confined  for  some  time.  Had  he 
been  abroad  among  the  people  he  won  id  not 
have  couiplalned  so  patlicticaily  oi‘lh,e  “iethar- 
gy  and  stupidity  that  prevailed,”  for  town  and 


couidiy  were  all  alive; 
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active  enough  and  some  of  the  people  proceed- 
ed to  unwarrantable  excesses,  which  were 
more  lamented  bj  the  patriots  than  by  their 
enemies.  Mr.  Thatcher  soon  died,  deeply  la- 
mented by  all  the  frietids  of  their  country. 

Another  gentleman  who  had  great  influence' 
in  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  was 
doctor  Jonathan  Mayhew,  a descendant  of  the 
ancient  governor  of  Martha’s  Vineyard.  This 
divine  bad  raised  a great  reputation  both  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  by  the  publication  of  a vo- 
lume of  seven  sermons  in  the  reign  of  king 
George  the  second,  i749,  and  by  many  other 
writings;  particularly  a sermon  in  1750,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  January,  on  the  subject  of 
passive  obedience  and  non  resistance;  in  which 
the  saintship  and  martyrdom  of  king  Charles 
the  first,  are  considered, seasoned  with  wit  and 
satire  superior  to  any  in  e>wlft  or  Franklin. 
It  was  read  by  every  body;  celebrated  by 
friends,  and  abused  by  enemies.  During  the 
reigns  of  king  George  the  first  and  king  George 
the  second,  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  the 
two  Jameses  and  the  two  Charleses  were  in 
general  disgrace  in  Erijjland.  In  America  they 
had  ahvays  been  held  in  abhorrence.  The 
pc5  secutloiis  and  cruelties  suftered  by  their  an- 
cestors underthose  reigns,  had  been  transmit- 
ted by  history  and  tradition,  and  Mayhew 
, seemed  to  be  raised  up  to  revive  all  their  ani- 
mosity against  tyranny,  in  church  and  state, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  destroy  their  bigotry, 
fanaticism  and  inconsistency.  David  Hume’s 
plausible,  elegant,  fascinating  and  fallacious 
apology  in  which  he  varnished  over  the  crimes 
of  the  Stuarts,  had  not  then  appeared.  To 
draw  the  character  of  Mayhew  wouhl  be  to 
transcribe  a dozen  volumes.  This  transcen 
dant  genius  threv»^  all  the  weight  of  his  great 
fame  into  the  scale  of  his  country  in  1761,  and 
maintained  it  there  with  zeal  and  ardor  till 
his  death  in  1766.  In  1763  appeared  the  con- 
troversy between  him  and  Mr.  Apthorp,  Mr, 
Caner,  Dr.  Johnson  and  Archbishop  Seeker, 
on  the  chartei’  and  conduct  of  the  society  for 
propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  'i’o 
form  a judgment  of  this  debate  I beg  leave  to 
refer  to  a review  of  the  whole,  printed  at  the 
time  and  written  by  Samuel  Adams,  though  by 
some,  very  absurdly  and  erroneously,  ascribed 
to  M r Apthorp.  If  I am.  not  mistaken,  it  will 
be  found  a model  of  candor,  sagacity,  impar- 
tiality and  clcse  correct  reasoning. 

If  any  gentleman  supposes  this  controversy 
to  be  nothing  to  the  present  purpose,  he  is 
grossly  mistaken.  It  spread  an  universal  alarm 
against  the  authority  of  parliament.  It  excited 
a general  and  just  apprehension  that  bishops 
and  diocesses  and  churches,  and  priests  and 
tythes,  were  to  be  imposed  upon  us  by  parlia- 
ment. It  was  known  that  neither  king  nor 
Tni?iistry,nor  arch.])ishops,could  appointbishops 
in  America  without  an  act  of  -parliament;  and 
if  parliament  could  tax  us  they  could  establish 


the  church  of  England  with  all  its  creeds,  ar- 
ticles, tests,  ceremonies  and  tythes,  and  prohi- 
bit all  other  churches  as  conventicles  and 
schism  shops. 

Nor  must  Mr.  Cushing  be  forgotten.  His 
good  sense  and  schiiid  Judgment,  the  urbanity 
of  his  manners,  his  universal  good  character, 
his  numerous  friends  and  connections  and  his 
continual  intercourse  with  all  sorts  of  people, 
added  to  his  constant  attachment  to  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  gave  him  a great  and  salu- 
tary influence  from  the  beginning  in  1760. 

Let  me  recommend  these  hints  to  the  consi- 
deration of  Mr.  Wirt,  whose  life  of  Mr.  Hen- 
ry I have  read  with  great  delight.  I think, 
that  after  mature  investigation  he  will  be  con- 
vinced that  Mr.  Henry  did  not  “give  the  first 
impulse  to  the  ball  of  independence,”  and  that 
Otis,  Thatcher,  Samuel  Adams,  Mayhew, 
Hancock,  Cushing  and  thousands  of  others 
were  laboring  for  several  years  at  the  wheel 
1 before  the  name  of  Mr.  Henry  was  heard  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Virginia. 

If  you  print  this,  I will  endeavor  to  send 
you  something  concerning  Samuel  Adams, 
who  was  destined  to  a longer  career,  and  to 
act  a more  conspicuous  and,  perhaps,  a more 
important  part  than  any  other  man.  But  his 
life  would  require  a volume.  If  you  decline 
printing  this  letter  i pray  you  to  return  it  as 
soon  as  passible  to. 

Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Bank  of  tlie  United  States. 

I am  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  contents;, 
of  the  last  Hegister  have  had  some  effect  to 
prevent  the  n&w  speculation  contemplated  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  signing 
of  its  notes.  A speculation  that,  working; 
either  way,  would  have  rendered  it  the  great- 
est monej-mill  in  the  world:  thus,  the  branch  at 
Baltimore  may  charge  two  per  cent,  premium 
for  drafts  on  New-Orleans,  &c.  whilst  that  at 
New-Orleans,  &c.  draws  on  Baltimore  at 
or, occasionally  deinandsits  two  percent. also. 
Thus  a snug  business,  canbedone  without  risk 
or  trouble — for  the  power  of  management  ac  - 
ejuired  by  the  government-deposits,  enables 
the  skilful  “money  changers”  to  meet  each 
others  drafts  very  easily.  It  is  thus  that  the 
people"^ s money  may  be  used  to  oppress  them. 
It  is  shameful,  and  scorn  should  point  her 
slow  unmoving  at  if. 

I ventured  the  opinion  in  my  last  paper  that 
“the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  intended 
for  a monopoly  from  the  beginning.”  I shall 
not  cail  hard  names  or  use  harsh  epithets — 
but!  hope  to  draw  sucliapic^Mre  ol  it, that  eve- 
ry man  may  determine  its  character  lor  him- 
self.  Previously,  however,  to  entering  upon  the 
subject  I beg  leave  to  observe,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation, that  seeing  the  matter  about  this 
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bank  has  been  taken  up  with  great  spirit 
in  Philadelphia,  and  by  writers,  probably, 
much  better  informed  of  its  proceedings  than 
I am — I have  carefully  preserved,  but  rigidly 
refused  to  read  any  of  their  essays, until  I give 
my  own  unmixed  notions  about  it.  This  is 
iny  way.  When  my  own  stock  is  exhausted, 
I shall  borrow  freely;  and  as  freely  acknow- 
ledge the  debt,  and  re-pay,  if  I can. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  dive  into  the  in- 
trigues and  semi-briberies  that  were  made 
use  of  at  Washington  City,  anterior  to  the 
passage  of  the  act  for  incorporating  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  I have  heard  many  ru- 
mors; yet  know  nothing  about  them.  But  with 
all  the  power  of  these,  and  an  assiduity  worthy 
of  a better  cause,  that  act  would  never  have 
ast  the  house  of  representatives,unlessithad 
een  regarded  as  a.necessarif  evil, to  resist  and 
overcome  a supposed  greater  evil  in  the  then 
existing  state  of  our  paper  currency — specie 
having  wholly  disappeared  in  most  of  the 
states,  and,  indeed,  being  very  scantily  circu- 
lated in  any  of  them.  It  was  hoped  and  be- 
lieved, that  this  bank  would  permanently  e- 
qualize  the  exchange, and  instantly  transmute 
old  rags  into  solid  gold  and  silver.  I knoiu  it 
was  this — the  supposed  expediency  of  the 
measure,  that  caused  several  of  the  members 
of  congress  to  vote  for  it,  still  doubting  the 
constitutionality  of  the  legislation,  and  alive 
to  the  consequences  of  the  power  that  they 
were  giving  to  the  institution.  These  thing's 
were  promised,  expected,  and  relied  up- 
on—-one  year  has  past,  and  the  bank  itself  has 
commenced  the  very  business  which  it  was 
established  to  prevent!  Yes,  and  with  less  li- 
berality than  the  brokers  manage  their’s — for 
they  will  give  you  some  drafts  and  notes  at 
a discount  in  exchange  for  others— but  at  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  not  any  ai’e  at  a discount, 
and  it  will  be  lucky  if  drafts  are  not  regularly 
pREMiuMED  both  wuys,  if  the  charter  is  amend- 
ed as  petitioned  for. 

The  charter  seems  to  be  imperious  that  the 
capital  stock  should  consist  of  seven  millions 
of  dollars  in  specie,  and  twenty  one  millions 
of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  be- 
sides the  sevCi.  millions  to  be  subscribed 
(in  a 5 stock  created  for  the  purpose) 

by  the  Lnited  States.  Before  the  act  was 
passed,  the  ‘"knowing  ones”  had  fixed  upon  a 
plan  to  evade  this  condition  of  it,  and  the 
moment  it  received  the  unfortunate  signature 
of  the  illustrious  Madisonii\\o  gamblingbegan, 
and  has  continued,  pell  mell,^  until  this  day. 
It  was  determined  that  only  the  first  instal- 
ment (of  in  specie  and  25  dollars  in  stock) 
should  be  paid,  except  by  the  intruding 
vulgar  who  really  meant  to*^  invest  their  mo- 
ney in  it.  Under  this  arrangement,  perhaps. 
three  fotirths  of  the  whole  stock  to  be  sub- 


scribed for,  was  taken  by  an  100  iridividuals,^ 
or  less— and  u fragment  of  these  100  persons 
now  probably  hold  about  four-fifths  of  ail  the. 
stock  owned  by  individuals  in  the  United 
■States!  * — T h e se  are  mere  conjectures,  not 
hazarded,  however,  withoul^'some  calculation 
about  them.  How  were  they  thus  enabled  to. 
hold  such  vast  sums?  Paper  di>l  the  business: 
the  second  and  third  instalments  were  paid 
by  notes  of  hand,  instead  of  the  specie  and 
funded  stocks  required  by  the  law.  But  a 
grand  disaster  nearly  happened  at  one  of  tlie 
branches! — the  new-made  directors  were  so 
niuch  pressed  by  the  time  appointed  for  pay- 
ing the  second  instalment,  tliat,  report  says, 
they  were  summoned  in  haste  discounted 
nearly  a million,  before  they  had  one  cent  at 
their  disposal,  or  were  -sven  provided  Vvhth 
books  to  keep  a record  of  tlieir  proceedings! 
This  was  a hold  start. 

The  stock  was  subscribed  for  with  great 
judgment^  especially  in  Baltimore,  wliere 
the  business  of  bank -vote  making  is  reduceil 
to  a science,  and  directorships  too  often  bar- 
gained for  like  hogs  are  bought  in  the  mar- 

*The  fact  here  suggested  will  surprise  those  who 
have  not  refected  upon  the  subject — but  it  is  not  ha 
zarded  at  random.  lam  convinced^  by  casting  toge- 
ther some  things  which  are  notorious,  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  originally  taken  by  less  than  100  persons, 
and  that  ibur-fifths  of  the  whole  of  it  that  remains 
in  the  United  States,  now  is  in  the  hands  of  less  than 

fify- 

fBy  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
see  last  vol.  page  242,  it  appears  that  he  purchased 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  all  its  funded 
debt — and  by  the  documents  accompanying  the  same 
(page  264)  it  appears  that  its  whole  amount  was 
13,043,767  dollars.  This  is  rather  more  than  I ex- 
pected had  been  paid  in — ^yet  it  is  eight  millions, .or 
more  than  one  third,  sho7't  of  the  sum  required 
by  the  charter!  This  deficiency  with  the  deficiency- 
in  the  specie  payments,  enables  us  to  come  pretty 
nearly  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  notes,  and  fully 
warrants  us  in  believing  that  these  notes  amount 
to  at  least  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  An  allowance 
being  made  for  paid ial  advances  of  the  25  per  cent„ 
and  for  such  part  of  the  funded  debt  as  Mr.  Ser- 
geant^ disposed  of  in  England,  to  pay  for  specie.  More 
of  this  hereafter. 

Now  such  is  the  operation  of  this  manoeuvre,  that 
the  interest  on  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
funded  stock  deficient,  as  above  stated,  will  be  lost 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  at  least  two 
years,  [by  estimate  and  average].  Thus,  if  the  addi- 
tional eight  million  had,  been  justly  and  truly  depo- 
sited in  the  bank,  as  by  charter  was  enjoined,the  ge- 
neral government  might  liave  sunk  it  entirely  in  the 
last  and  present  year.  But  as  it  was  not  so  deposit- 
ed, the  people’s  money  must  lie  idle  and  remain  for 
the  use  of  the  bank,  unless  an  act  is  passed  to  au- 
thorise the  purchase  of  stocks  at  rates  above  par. 
[See  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.] 
The  interest  on  the  eight  millions  for  two  years, at  6 
per  cent,  is  ^960,000;  a sum  to  be  actually  lost  to 
the  /jeo/jfe  through  the  misconduct  of  the  owners  of 
the  bank.  Who  covld  have  thought  it!—-\:io\v  it  re 
duces  the  ‘^honusP’^ 
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If  you’ll  give  that,  Pllgive  this.^^  I 
doubt  if  the  real  number  of  subseribers  in  this 
city  were  as  many  as  500— yet  when  our  peo- 
ple went  to  the  polls,  to  vote  for  directors 
at  Philadelphia,  ffiey  shewed  15,610  persons 
os  sjiare-holders,  within  115  of  a majority  of 
all  the  share-holders  returned  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  thoiig;li  we  had  taken 
only  about  a seventh  part  of  the  stock!  Five- 
eighths  of  the  au|ount  taken  at  Baltimore,  was 
subscribed  for  at  Charleston,  with  1588 
names;  and  nearly  one  million  more  than  the 
double  of  the  Baltimore  subscription^was  tak- 
en at  Philadelphia,  with  3566  names.  This 
excessive  influence  of  Baltimore  was  caused 
by  the  [almost]  universally  taking  stock  on 
proxies,  one  share  to  a name,  to  which  were 
attaclied  powers  of  attorney  to  transfer  it, 
receive  the  dividends,  &c.  at  pleasure.  But 
I do  not  charge  any  with  a breach  of  moral 
rectitude  for  this — -it  had  long  been  the  com- 
mon custom  ill  this  city  to  do  so,  in  subscrib- 
ing for  desirable  stocks.  It  was  partially 
practised,  also,at  other  places  where  subscrip? 
lions  were  received,  and  our  people  had  a 
right  to  expect  that  it  would  be  dope  so  every 
where,  I mention  it  only  to  shew  how  easily 
^minority  may  rule;  and  to  demonstrate  the 
fower  of  management. 

Well,  the  Bank  being  organized,  and 
three-fourths  of  its  stock  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  100  individuals,  as  I have  suppos- 
ed, a party,  ^^a  little  band,”  was  got  up  in 
these  to  dispossess  the  rest,  and  fulfil  the 
speculation.  They  brought  this  about  by  ac- 
commodating tliemselves  and  refusing  ac- 
commodations to  those  they  hgd  marked; 
and  so  powerful  was  the  operation  that  now, 
(in  one  year’s  business)  I calculate  less  than 
50  persons  as  holding  foiir?fifths  of  all  the 
ititock  remaining  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
And  some  of  these  have  so  carried  on  the 
speculation  as  actually  to  have  received  ac- 
commodations at  the  rate  of  ^125  for  every 
ghare  of  stock  that  they  hold — the  stock  it- 
self being  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the 
stock  notes  and  the  additional  discount  of 
25  percent,  on  its  nominal  amount  What 
is  the  Slim  loaned  by  the  Bank,  to  pay  its  ov/n 
papital  stock,  and  further  advanced  on  that 
stock  so  paid,  is  confined  au  secret,  as  they 
say  in  France  of  a person  dungeoned  without 
‘trial;  but  it  can  haixily  be  less  thacn  ffteen 
millions  of  dollars.  If  this  is  the  case,  it 
would  appear  that  the  whole  capital  paid  in  by 
individuals,  in  solid  specie  or  funded  stock 
of  tlie  United  States,  instead  of  twenty 
eight  millions,  as  contemplated  by  the  law, 
wa.s2^io\itJifteea  millions,i  exclusive  of  the 

tThis  word  is  deliberately  written  because  it  ex- 
actly suits  several  cases  that  we  have  had  a certain 
^bwledge  of.  Some  of  them  may  be  mentiojied. 

.§Seenotef 


first  specie  instalment  of  five  dollars  per 
share— THE  rest  is  paper.  As  to  the  seven 
millions  that  were  to  have  been  paid  in,  in 
specie,  I do  not  believe  that  so  large  a sum, 
including  all  Mr.  SergeanVs  Famous  negocia- 
tion,has  ever  been  in  tlie  vaults  of  this  bank, 
including  all  the  deposits  of  individuals. 

The  late  dividend  of  this  bank,  which  was 
at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  jier  annum, 
would  have  made  a person  laugh,  if  he  could 
have  separated  the  fact  from  its  intention'^ 
for  how  can  any  one  believe  that  so  great  a 
profit  ought  fairly  be  made  by  the  establish- 
ment at  its  commencement?  But  the  bubble 
was  up,  and  ‘^puff  away^^  was  tlie  word.ll  Yet 
as  the  directors  have  assumed  a capability  in 
the  bank  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  per  annumy 
let  us  apply  it  in  operation  with  the  cele- 
brated stock  notes,  estimated  at  fifteen  mil- 
lions: 

15  millions  at  8 percent,  is  - ^1,200,000 

The  same  at  6 do.  - - 900,000 

Difference  300,000 

The  first  is  the  interest  received  for  the 
hank  stock,  the  other  is  the  interest  paid  on 
the  notes  creating  that  stock,  and  the  dif- 
ference is  a pretty  little  profit  to  be  divided 
among  the  50  persons,  without  the  advance  of 
a dollar,  and  without  cost  or  risk,  save  the 
cost  of  half  a quire  of  paper  (for  the  whole  of 
them)  in  a year,  used  to  make  the  stock  notes 
upon! 

There  is  also  another  considerable  advant- 
age— the  person  holding  a million  of  stock 
may  demand  a discount  of  ^1,250,000  upon 
it,  besides  such  sum  as  shall  be  considered  his 
regular  and  rightful  accommodation.  This 
is  to  prevent  the  stock  from  going  into  the 
market;  for  it  is  w^ell  known  that  any  consi- 
derable quantity  offered  for  sale,  would  de- 
press the  price  prematurely — i.  e.  before  the 
great  stockholders  can  quietly  scatter  it  a- 
motig  the  people.  They  are  powerfully  assist- 
ed in  this  by  the  establishment  of  branches; 
many  being  induced  to  become  stockholders 
under  the  encouraged  hope  of  directorships. 
It  is  for  this  that  the  great  effort  is  made — 
herein  is  the  consuminatiop  designed  from  the 
oeginning — that  being  accomplished,  the  spe- 
culation is  complete,  and  future  possessors  of 
the  stock,  may  do^—as  ivell  as  they  can. 

In  our  next  paper  we  shall  attempt  to  in- 
vestigate the  value  of  the  stock,  and  notice 
the  condition  to  pay  the  dividends  on  it  in 
London,  &c.— and  conclude,  for  the  present, 

II Every  body  recollects  the  story  of  the  Italian, 
who,  on  its  being  remarked  to  him  that  the  pomp 
and  ceremoniesof  religion  at  Rome  were  very  grand 
and  imposing,  said — *‘And  so  they  ought  to  be — they 
ARB  FOB  EXPORTATION.”  The  dividend  was  for  expor- 
tation—X.0  affect  the  British  market,  and  raise 
price  of  the  stock. 
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with  asking,  how  can  it  be  expected,  when  so 
much  of  the  funds  of  the  bank  is  appropria- 
ted to  speculators,  that  the  public  can  be. 
served;  and,  what  is  the  ptihlic  to  the  fifty 
great  men? 

[to  be  CONTINUED.j 


To  correct  abuses  by  the  Bank. 

To  the  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

I am  happy,  gentleii^n^  that  the  matter  which 
now  interests  me,  is  so  much  committed  to  a deci- 
sion of  the  sober  judgment  of  the  representatives 
of  honest  Pernsylvania.  I have  no  claim  to  attention 
as  a citizen  of  your  commonwealth;  but  I ask  it  as 
a citizen  of  the  republic,  deeply  interested  in  sup- 
porting the  middle  classes  of  society,  the  bone  and 
the  sinew  of  every  country,  against  oppression — 
and  in  preserving  that  equality  on  which  the  hap- 
piness of  my  fellow  citizens  so  much  depends.  It 
is  the  pride  and  glory  of  America,  that  so  great  a 
proportion  of  her  people  till  their  own  land,  qr  can 
say,  pointing  to  some  visible  property,  ^Hhaiis 
mine.'**  Herein  is  the  rampart  to  resist  the  foreign 
bayonet,  or  check  the  machinations  of  the  domes- 
tic traitor — in  fact,  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of 
good  government. 

The  powerful  population  and  ample  resources 
of  Pennsylvania,  together  with  her  local  position, 
standing  as  the  key -stone  of  the  federal  arch,  has 
ever  caused  her  proceedings  to  be  regarded  with 
great  sensibility  by  the  people  of  all  the  states.  I 
am  not  about  to  say  that  her  legislation  has  been 
free  from  errors;  but,  an  honest  and  undeviating 
policy  on  most  subjects  of  high  interest  to  the 
common  weal,  in  war  and  in  peace,  has  rendered 
her  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  reflecting  patriot. 

It  is  on  such  considerations,  respected  gentlemen, 
that  I find  an  apology  for  this  address — and,  hav- 
ing offered  it,  I shall  very  briefly  state  its  purpose, 
which  is  to  encourage  you  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  proposition  before  you,  to  tax  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  I am  indifferent  whether  you  tax  it 
five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars;  only  desiring  an  estab- 
lishment of  the  principle,  that  you  may  and  7vill  tax  it, 
asyou  please. 

Gentlemen,  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  has  lost  the  power  to  con- 
troul  its  concerns  in  their  most  essential  particu- 
lars: that  bank  has  already,  in  one  short  year,  ex 
hibited  a conduct  in  direct  opposition  to  that 
which  was  expected  of  it:  its  vast  power  is  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  less  than  fifty  individuals,  who 
may  make  the  whole  monied  capital  of  the  United 
States  bow  to  them,  or  suffer  incalculable  derange- 
ments and  losses.  Here  is  an  aristocracy  worthy 
the  resistance  of  republican  Pennsylvania;  an  aris- 
tocracy paramount  to  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
and  only  to  be  subordinated  by  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  individual  states,  and  the  force  of  public 
opinion.  To  you  we  look  up  for  an  example  of 
patriotism — the  mother  bank  is  seated  in  your 
commonwealth — fix  the  principle  that  you  will 
drive  it  out,  if  its  vast  funds  are  devoted  to  sinister 
purposes;  and  be  not  intimidated  by  the  notion 
that  its  Ainds  will  be  transferred  to  JVew  York,  as 
is  threatened.*  The  enlightened  legislature  of  that 

* I see  it  also  insinuated  (in  an  extract  of  a let- 

ter from  Harrisburg  published  in  a Philadelpliia 
paper)  that  the  mother  bank  may  be  removed  to 
Baltimore,  if  ta.xed  in  Pennsylvania.  This  is  non- 


great  state  will  no  more  put  up  with  a public  griev- 
ance than  that  of  Pennsylvania;  neither  of  you 
want  the  banking  capital,  for  either  of  you  can 
raise  up  irstituiions  as  solid  as  that  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  at  your  will,  save  and  except  its 
power  derived  from  the  deposits  of  the  general 
government,  and  these  would  be  deposited  in  your 
own  state  banks,  if  the  dooi’s  of  the  U S.  bank 
were  closed  in  your  cities.  If  tlie  bank  behaves 
well — you  may  not  tax  it  at  a higher  rate  than  you 
tax  your  own  banks;  but  reserve  the  right  that  you 
have  to  tax  it  just  what  you  please,  if  it  is  conduct- 
ed ill,  and  becomes  the  great  nuisance  of  our  com- 
mon country — grinding  the  face  of  the  poor  to  build 
palaces  for  the  favored,  speculating  few. 

The  principle  has  not  yet  been  legally  settled  as 
to  the  right  of  the  states  to  tax  tins  bank.  The 
fimous  case  of  Georgia  vs.  the  old  bank  of  the 
U.  S.  was  rather  waved  than  decided.*  But  the 
right  is  undoubted  in  the  states;  for  it  is  impossible 
that  congress  can  locate  any  measure  to  interfere 
with  the  legitimate  revenues  of  a state,  unless  the 
the  power  be  expressly  delegated.  You  tax  your 
own  banks  for  revenue;  and  how  can  the  general 
government  interfere  in  the  case?  How  settle 
amongst  you  an  institution  in  open  warfare  with 
your  established  revenue  laws?  But  the  right  is 
undoubted — it  is  among  the  powers  retained. 

Look  at  the  conduct  of  the  bank  for  causes  to 
tax  itl  What  can  be  so  fair  a subject  for  tax  as  a 
monopoly — a full,  perfect,  conaplete  sioxopoly?  I 
pray  you  to  hold  up  the  power  and  influence  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  rod  to  chastise  and  the  scourge  to  drive 
away  the  bank,  if  its  deeds  shall  continue  to  deserve 
your  intervention  in  behalf  of  an  injured  and  oppress- 
ed people. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 
Your  sincere  friend 
The  editor  ot  the  weekly  re&isteb. 

Baltimore,  March  7,  1818. 


Duty  on  imported  Iron. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  late  communication 
of  Mr:  Bagot,  respecting  the  duty  on  British  iron 
imported,  were  written  by  a friend,  at  the  re. 

sense — Maryland\\s.s  already  taxed  the  branch  es- 
tablished here  ^15,000  per  annum.  This  is  a rusr. 
de  guerre — an  enemy  act. 

* Mr.  Lewis  in  a late  debate  in  the  legislature  of 
Virginia,  when  a proposition  to  tax  the  branches  of 
Pie  bank  of  the  Uiuted  States  established  in  that 
state,  observed  as  to  the  Georgia  precedent — that 
in  a conversation  with  judge  .lohnston  was  under 
consideration  in  the  house  ofdelegates,  before  whom 
the  point  is  said  to  have  been  decided,  he  had  un- 
derstood from  him,  that  when  tlie  state  sheriff  had 
seized  some  of  the  money  of  the  bank  to  pay  the 
tax,  the  bank  had  sued  him  in  the  court  of  the 
United  States;  in  which  case  he  had  decided  against 
the  bank,  because  being  a corporate  body,  they 
could  not  bring  an  action  in  the  United  States 
court.  An  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  supreme 
court  reversed  the  deci.sion,  and  sent  the  CasetbApk 
to  the  court  below.  The  case  liowever  had 
cdme  on,  owing  to  the  expiration  of  the  chartet'  of 
the  bank. — Thus  the  case  in  Georgia  had  gone  off 
upon  an  subordinate  point,  and  did  not  eventuate  in 
establishing  the  right  of  the  state  to  tax  the  bank. 

Mr.  Chamberlayne,  however,  on  the  opposite  side, 
contended  that  the  Georgia  case  was  in  his  favor,  for 
the  tax  had  been  collected  and  paid  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter. 
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quest  of  the  editor,  and  will  be  found  worthy  of 
high  consideration  from  the  facts  stated. 

The  subject  of  duties  on  foreign  forged  iron  hav- 
ing been  brought  before  congress,  through  the  me- 
dium of  Mr.  Bagot’s  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
it  will  not  he  uninaportaht  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  that  subject,  in  order  that  it  may  be  more 
clearly  seen  that  there  is  not  that  discrepancy  in 
the  la\j^  levying  a duty  on  that  article,  that  is  to  be 
iufered  from  the  minister’s  commu  ucation. 

In  the  first  place,  all  foreign  forged  iron  pays  the 
same  duty  without  distinction  as  to  the  country 
from  which  it  may  be  imported;  and,  secondly, 
wivli  the  same  impartial  discrimination,  all  foreign 
rolled  iron  is  charged  with  an  increased  duty,  per- 
fectly equal,  and  without  any  exception  as  to  the 
country  from  which  it  is  brought. 

Cut  as  it  is  a well  known  fact,  that  all  English 
bar  iron  is  rolled^  which  is  the  case  only  with  very 
little,  if  any,  from  any  other  country;  it  follows 
that  the  increased  duty  bears  more  particularly  on 
English  iron.  As  an  evidence  of  the  above:  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  the  information  in  England 
that  there  wa.s  an  enhanced  duty  on  rolled  iron^  the 
British,  in  order  to  conceal  the  character  of  theirs, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  higher  duties  to 
which  it  was  subjected,  run  their  iron  under  light 
hammers  scarcely  sufficient  to  obliterate  the  marks 
of  the  rollers  and  just  enough  to  mark  it  as  if 
oming  from  the  forge. — It  may  appear  strange, 
ut  with  this  subterfuge  they  actually  succeeded 
in  defrauding  the  revenue  out  of  two  thirds  of  the 
duty  which  the  iron  was  legally  subject  to. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  it  is  the  operation  of  the 
forge  hammer  upon  the  metal,  in  a hot  state,  which 
purifies  it  from  the  dross; — no  other  means  than 
the  forge  hammer  has  been  found  able  to  effect 
this  object,  and  it  has  to  pass  twice  under  this  ope- 
ration before  it  is  properly  efl’ected.  This  process 
|s  what  the  Russian,  Swedish  and  our  own  iron  un- 
dergoes, and  whiph,  under  the  British  mode,  is  en- 
tirely dispensed  with.  In  the  former  instance  the 
metal  becomes  properly  refined,  but  in  the  latter, 
not  having  passed  through  this  refining  operation, 
it  is  rolled  into  very  handsome  shapes^  but  jn  regard 
to  quality  is  but  a single  remove  from  pig  iron. 
Hence  arises  the  cheapness  of  the  latter  kind;  for 
taking  Mr.  Bagot’s  word  that  it  may  be  bought  in 
England  at  Ilf.  sterling,  per  ton,  it  follows  that,  at 
thC  feSame  duty  whicli  forged  iron  pays,  it  may 
be  imported  to  sell  here,  at  from  ^65  to  ^70, 
when  tiie  Russian,  Swedish  and  our  own  cannot  be 
afforded  for  less  than  from  §100  to  110.  The  rea- 
son of  which  is  still  more  obvious,  when  we  reflect 
that  the  one  partakes  in  a great  degree  of  iron  in  its 
crude  or  pig  state-,  whilst  the  other,  having  had 
more  tabor  expended  on  it,  is  more  refined,  is  also 
divested  of  a great  quantity  of  dross  which  con- 
siderably diminishes  the  weight  it  would  other- 
wise possess,  but  ai  the  same  time  necessarily  be- 
comes more  intrinsically  valuable  for  agricultural, 
house  and  ship  building  purposes. 

It  is  further  to  be  noticed,  tliat  with  the  present 
high  duties  on  rolled  iron,  the  English  are  able, 
under  tlieir  mode  of  manufacturing,  more  effec- 
tually to  compete  wiih  our  home  establishments 
than  any  other  manufacturers  of  iron,  who  puss  the 
metal  under  the  .«ame  refining  process  that  our 
ov\'n  is  subjected  to.  For  allliough  it  is  inferioi- 
in  respect  to  quality,  yet  being  rolled  into  .so  ma- 
ny cocivenient  slices  and  shapes,  it  cun  still  beaj)- 
propriaLed  to  a vanety  of  uses  by  those  who  from 
its  cheapness,  connive  at  the  imposition  of  it  upon 
•-■.he  public— for  in  the  -eiail  market  it  is  50  cents 


per  cwt.  cheaper  than  any  other  foreign  iron,  and 
§1  cheaper  than  our  own. 

Furtherr/mre,  our  own  rolling  establishments 
ought  to  be  protected;  and,  at  any  rate,  where  the 
introduction  of  any  foreign  articles  is  to  be  en- 
couraged, some  preference  ought  to  be  had  to  the 
utility  and  quality  of  them, — and  I am  conclusive- 
ly of  opinion  that  if  quality  alone  was  properly  es- 
timated in  relation  to  the  article  under  considera- 
tion, a very  small  protecting  duly  would  be  suffi- 
cient. But  under  existing  circumstances,  by  lower- 
ing the  duty  on  foreign  rolled  hoop  and  slit  iron, 
our  own  works  for  that  purpose  will  be  immedi- 
ately destroyed,  and  In  the  place  of  the  articles 
being  furnished  in  thir  present  excellent  state, 
we  shall  be  inundated  with  immense  quantities  of 
that  which  is  very  far  inferior, — and,  by  the  intro- 
duction ot  the  iioLLED  BAR  IRON,  our  owR  works 
will  be  corroded  into  trifling  establishments,  and 
the  importation  of  foreign  iron  of  better  quality 
completely  suspended. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  clerk  of  the  senate  delivered  the  following 
communication  from  the  executive  on  the  17th  of 
February. 

COUNCIL  CHAMBER, 

JimiapoliSy  February  16,  1818. 

Gentlemen.— I have  the  satisfaction  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  honorable  the  general  assembly,  that 
the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
for  the  expenses  of  the  militia  called  into  service 
during  the  late  war,  has  been  assumed  by  the  ge- 
neral government.  The  enclosed  letter  from  the 
agent  at  Washington,  contains  an  assurance  also,' 
that  the  claim  will  be  settled  with  promptitude  and 
liberality.  The  assumption  of  this  claim,  as  soon 
as  its  nature  was  properly  explained,  affords  the 
most  satisfactory  evidence  of  its  intrinsic  justice, 
while  the  documents  before  communicated,  illus- 
trate the  distinguished  ability  and  zeal  with  which 
it  has  been  enforced  by  the  agent  of  the  state. 

The  finances  of  the  state  being  restored  by  the 
payment  of  this  claim,  the  injuries  and  destruction 
occasioned  by  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  being 
repaired,  and  the  citizens  of  the  state  in  general 
entering  with  increased  ardor  and  unwonted  har- 
mony on  the  prosecution  of  the  peaceful  pursuits 
of  civil  life,  I cannot  forbear,  in  the  moment  of  our 
separation,jcongratulating  the  honorable  the  general 
assembly,  on  the  prosperity  of  Maryland.  Her  spee- 
dy restoration,  from  a situation  of  unprecedented 
alarm  and  calamity,  to  one  of  vigorous  prosperity, 
affords  the  best  proof  of  the  wisdom  which  has 
guided  her  councils,  and  the  firm  patriotism  of 
her  people:  while  from  it  we  may  draw  a fresh 
practical  illustration,  that  a people  true  to  them- 
s:elves  and  their  country,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
domestic  calamity  or  the  assaults  of  foreign  hos- 
tility. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

C.  RIDGELY,  of  Hamp. 

The  hon.  the  president  of  the  senate, 

and  the  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Washingto.v,  Feb.  14, 1818. 

Sin — I have  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  that 
I have  obtained  from  the  iionorable  the  secretary  of 
war,  an  order  to  tlie  audiior  of  his  department,  for. 
a settlement  of  the  claim  of  Maryland  on  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  for  the  iniluiu  expenses  incurred  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  i5.rilajn;  and  I am  assured. 
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that  the  same  liberal  policy,  which  has  dictated  the  1 
assumption  of  this  claim,  will  be  extended  to  the 
detailed  adjustment  of  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  KERR 

To  his  excellency  C.  Ridgely^  of  Hampton^  governor  of 

Maryland. 

Copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  executive 
department  of  Maryland. 

NINIAN  PINKNEY, 
Clerk  of  the  council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer  the  following  resolution 
was  twice  read  and  assented  to. 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  and  council  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised  to  invest  the  amount  of 
the  sum  assumed  by  the  ger^eral  government  due 
to  this  state,  provided  it  be  paid  in  money,  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient. 


Jurisdiction — a Law  Case. 

FKOM  THE  NATIOJfAE  INTELLIGENCER. 

Among  the  cases  that  have  been  discussed  in  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  now  in  session, 
a very  interesting  question  has  arisen  as  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  federal  courts.  This  question 
arose  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  against  JoM 
Sevens^  on  which  a division  of  opinion  took  place 
between  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  question  was  consequently  refer- 
ed  into  the  supreme  court  for  the  determination  of 
the  judges  of  that  tribunal.  The  case  was  argued 
by  Mr.  Wirt  (attorney  general)  and  Mr.  Wheaton 
of  New  York,  for  the  United  States,  and  by  Mr. 
Webster,  of  Boston,  for  the  accused. 

Sevens  was  a marine  on  board  the  United  States 
74  gun  ship  Independence,  and  was  indicted  for, 
and  found  guilty  of  murdering  a seaman  on  board, 
while  the  snip  was  lying  in  Boston  harbor.  It  was 
urged  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  that  the  place 
where  the  ship  lay  gave  the  circuit  court  cog- 
nizance of  the  offence,  under  the  grant  of  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction  given  to  the  federal 
court  in  the  cons^titution,  and  also  because  the 
crime  was  committed  on  board  a public  ship  of  war. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  was  delivered  by 
chief  justice  Marshall,  on  Saturday  last.  The 
judges  were  of  opinion,  that  though  congress  had 
the  power  to  legislate  in  the  case,  and  to  make  the 
offence  punishable  under  the  admiralty  jurisdiction 
given  to  the  judiciary  in  the  constitution,  that  con- 
gress had  not  exercised  this  power  in  the  act  of 
1790,  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  law.  They  were 
likewise  of  opinion,  that  though  congress  had  clear- 
ly authority  to  invest  any  of  the  federal  courts,  or  a 
court  martial,  with  cognizance  of  offences  commit- 
ted on  board  of  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States 
wherever  they  might  lay;  yet,  as  the  act  of  1790,  in 
speaking  of  a place  within  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  evidently  referred  only  to 
objects  immovable  and  strictly  territorial;  such  as 
a fort,  arsenal,  dock  yard,  &c.  and  as  by  the  navy 
mutiny  act  the  crime  of  murder  was  punishable  by 
a court  martial,  only  when  committed  out  of  the 
limits  of  the-  United  States,  the  offence  for  which 
the  prisoner  was  indicted  was  not  cognizable  in  the 
circuit  court. 

Ihe  Consequence  is,  the  accused  cannot  be  sen- 
tenced in  the  circuit  court  for  the  crime  of  whicli 
he  has  been  found  guilty,  and  the  judgment  against 
him  will  of  course  be  arrested. 


Finances  of  New -York. 

From  the  Comptroller's  report — Feb.  1818. 

The  funds  of  the  state^  exclusive  of  those  appro*' 
priated  for  the  use  and  encouragement  of  common 
schools,  and  of  those  appropriated  for  the  promo- 
tion of  literature,  are  as  follows; 

The  debt  due  from  the  president,  directors,  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  New-York,  1,262,091  46 
Three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  833,177  33 

608  shares  of  the  c'apital  stock  of  the 
bank  of  America,  60,800 

100  do.  do.  Bank  of  New-York,  50,000 

do.  Albany,  40,000 

do.  Farmers’  Bank,  30,000 

do.  New-York  State  Bank,  120,000 

do.  Manhattan  Company,  50,000 

do.  Mechanics*  and  Farmers’ 

Bank,  30,000 

do.  Middle  District  Bank,  50,000 

do.  Bank  of  Newburgh,  50,000 

do.  of  Troy  16,000 

do.  of  Lansinburgh,  6,000 

Balance  due  on  the  loan  of  1786,  63,0T1  76 

Loan  of  1792,  500,000 

1808,  449,076 

Loans  made  to  individuals  and  corpo- 
rations, 135,621  75 

Bond  and  mortgages  for  the  considera- 
tion money  of  lands  sold,  610,715  52 

950  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  western 

inland  lock  navigation  company,  92,000 

500  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Seneca 
lock  navigation  company,  15,625 

Bond  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  com- 
monalty of  the  city  of  New-York,  for 
balance  due  on  government  house 
and  lot,  ^ 30,000 

Bond  of  squire  Manro,  for  balance  due 
from  him  as  administrator  of  Wil- 
liam Stevens,  late  superintendant  of 
the  Onondaga  salt  works,  829  91 


100  do. 
600  do. 
3000  do. 
1000  do. 
2000  do. 

2000  do. 
1000  do. 
2000  do. 
1000  do. 


Dollars,  4,495,008  72 
The  funds  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port  and  encouragement  of  com- 
mon schools  971,364  31 

And  those  appropriated  for  the  pro- 
motion of  literature,  29  735  09 


Making  an  aggregate  Dollars,  5,496,108  12 

The  state  also  owns  900,000  acres  of  unappro- 
priated lands. 

The  revenue  of  the  state,  for  the  past  year, 
amounted  to  ^960,625  95~derivecl  from  dividends 
and  interests  on  the  stocks  and  loans — from  the 
state  tax  ^540, 000;  duties  on  sales  at  auction 
^105,000;  do.  on  salt  manufactured  in  the  western 
district  §35,000;  tax  on  steam  boat  passengers 
§13,000;  dividends  on  stock  in  the  lock  navigation 
company  §2,700,  and  sundry  small  items.  But  if 
to  the  preceding  amount  be  added  to  the  revenue 
of  the  school  fund,  §68,770  31,  and  of  tlie  literary 
fund,  1,853  06 — the  whole  revenue  is  §1,031,254 
32.  The  lotteries  are  estimated  as  capable  of  pro- 
ducing §60,000  more. 

The  money  received  at  ihe  treasury  for  the  year 
1817,  amounted  to  §1,378,737  43— and  in  part 
coi^sisled  ofthe  refunding  ofloaiis,  product  of  lotte- 
ries, out  of  which  the  prizes  are  paid,  &c.  5ic. 

The  permanent  appropriations  and  permanent  and 
'Contingent  expenses  drawn  for,  durjng  the  year. 
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specific  approp^riations,  &c.  amounted  to  ^1,294, 
42r  54. 

. And,  including  the  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the. 
close  of  the  preceding,  left  an  aggregate  in  the 
treasury  of  ^142,7'43  91. 

The' expenses  of  government,  including  the  pro- 
ceeds of  certain  taxes,  &c.  appropriated  to  the  ca- 
nal commissioners  (123,000  dollars)  and  interest 
payable  by  the  state  (141,635  dollars)  anaount  to 
^593, 635;  and  to  this  being  added  the  erection  of 
» state  prison  in  the  western  district,  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  prisoners  in  both  prisons,  and  other  ex- 
traordinary appropriations,  together  ^150,00C— 
a balance  of  ^316,990  95  is  left  to  be  applied  to 
a reduction  of  debts  of  the  state. 

The  debts  owing  by  the  state,  exclusive  of  the  ca- 
nal loan,  are  now  as  follows: 

To  the  bank  of  New-York, 
bearing  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest, 826,685 

The  stock  debt,  bearing 
^ 7 percent,  interest,  1,106,402  50 
do.  six  per  cent.  777,000  00 

1,883,402  50 


Total,  §2, 710,087  50 

But  certain  financial  arrangements  are  proposed 
bv  which  the  states’  debt  shall  be  reduced  to 
^1,800,000. 


Treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians. 

Substance  of  the  treaty  made  and  concluded  be- 
tween D.  R.  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, and  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  at  the 
Creek  agency,  January  22,  J818. 

Art.  1.  In  consideration  of  certain  sums  of  mo- 
ney to  be  paid  to  the  said  Creek  nation  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  as  herein  after  sti- 
pulated to  cede  and  forever  quit  the  claim  unto  the 
U.  States,  all  right,  title  and  interest  which  the 
said  nation  have  or  claim  in  or  unto  the  two  follow- 
ing tracts  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  being  within  the 
following  bounds,  viz.  1st,  beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  Goose-creek,  on  the  Alatamaha  river,  thence 
along  the  line  leading  to  the  mounts  at  the  head  of 
the  St.  Mary’s  river,  to  the  point  where  it  is  inter- 
sected , by  the  line  run  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  under  the  treaty  at  Fort  Jackson; 
thence  along  the  said  last  mentioned  line  to  a point 
where  a line  bearing  the  same  shall  run  the  nearest 
and  a direct  course  by  the  head  of  a creek  called 
by  the  indians  Al,cas,aca,ho,ke  to  the  Ocmulgee 
river;  thence  down  the  Alatamaha  to  the  first  men- 
tioned bounds  at  the  mouth  of  .Goose  creek.  2d, 
beginning  at  the  high  shoals  of  the  Appalachie 
river,  and  from  thence  along  the  line  designated  in 
the  treaty  made  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
14th  day  of  November,  1815,  to  the  Ulcoiouchachee, 
it  being  the  first  large  branch,  a fork  of  the  Oc 
'mulgee  above  the  Seven  Islands  thence  up  the  east 
ern  bank  of  ilie  Ulcofouhatchee  by  the  waters  edge 
to  where  the  path  leading  from  the  high  shoals  of 
the  Appalachie  to  the  Shallow  Ford  on  the  Chata- 
iiochee  crosses  tlfe  same;  and  from  thence  along  the 
said  path  to  the  Shadow  Ford  on  the  Chatahochee 
river,  thence  up  the  Chatahochee  river  by  the 
water’s  edge  on  the  eastern  side  to  Suwama  Old 
I'own;  thence  by  a direct  line  to  the  head  of  Appa- 
lachie,  and  thence  down  the  same  to  the  first  men- 
tioned bounds  at  the  high  shoals  of  Appalachie. 

Art.  2.  T!ie  United  States  are  to  pay  within  the 
present  year,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
and  tea  thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  term  of 


ten  succeed  ng  ci^rs  wiUiout  inte-'est,  -'-taking  iin 
tiiC  whole  eleven  paymen  s in  the  course  of  eleven 
years,  the  present  year  inclusive  and  the  whole  sum 
to  be  paid,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Art.  3-  Agreed  On  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  in  lieu  of  all  former  stipulations  relating  to 
Blacksmiths,  they  will  furnish  the  Creek  nation 
for  three  years  with  two  blacksmiths  and  two  strik- 
ers. 

Art.  4.  The  president  may  cause  any  line  to  be 
run,  which  may  be  necessary  to  designate  the  boun- 
dary of  any  part  of  both  or  either  of  the  tracts  of 
land  ceded  by  this  treaty,  at  such  time  and  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper.  And  this 
treaty  shall  be  obligatory  in  the  compacting  par- 
ties as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  ratified  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States. 

Milledgeville  Rejector,  of  Feb.  17. 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

Feb.  27.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  array  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  Of 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  “provide  for  the 
delivery  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any 
of  the  states  or  territories,  who  shall  escape  into 
any  other  state  or  territory.” 

Certain  amendments  reported  were  discussed — = 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next,  and, 
at  4 o’clock,  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  2.  After  other  business — The  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color,  &c.  for  sale. 

The  5th  section  was  stricken  out — yeas  23,  nays 
6,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  Friday. 

March  3.  Mr.  Daggett  communicated  to  the  se= 
nate  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  Connecti- 
cut to  its  senators  and  representatives  in  congress, 
to  use  their  efforts  to  procure  the  establishment 
within  that  state  of  a naval  depot;  which  instruc- 
tions were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Talbot  communicated  to  the  senate  the  re- 
quest of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  to  its  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  congress,  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Indian  title  to  all  lands  in  that  commonwealth; 
whicli  was  read;  and 

Mr.  Talbot  thereupon  submitted  a resolution  in- 
structing the  committee  on  the  public  lands  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  adopting  measures 
for  the  speedy  extinguishmenT  of  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Kentucky,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  memorials  of  sundry 
merchants  and  underwriters  of  Portsmouth,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, of  Charleston,  Ifcc.  praying  indemnifica- 
tion for.  certain  French  spoliations  committed  from 
the  years  1793  to  1800,  made  a detailed  report 
thereon,  concluding  with  a resolution  that  the  re- 
lief asked  for  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  staff  of  the  army  was  cal- 
led up,  and  further  considered. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet 
officers,  (providing  that  the  officers  of  the  army, 
who  have  brevet  commissions,  shall  be  entitled  to. 
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and  receive,  tlie  pay  and  emoluments  of  their  bre- 
vet rank,  when  on  duty,  according  to  their  brevet 
rank,  an,^  at  no  other  time  ) 

This  subject  occupied  the  senate  the  remainder 
of  the  sitting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbovr,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  the  addition  of  a new  section,  declaring  that 
no  brevet  commission  shall  hereafter  be  conferred, 
bu»^  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
'^na 

In  this  shape  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading;  and 
The  senate  adjourned. 

March  4.  The  resolution  about  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Indian  claims  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  being 
amended  by  the  addition  of  those  in  Indiana^  was 
agreed  to,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  president. 

Mr  Campbell  submitted  a resolution  respecting 
the  authentication  of  records  and  iudicial  proceed- 
ings. 

Other  business  done  will  be  npticed  in  its  pro- 
gress. 

March  5. — The  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  uniform  mode 
tliroughoui  the  union,  (by  districts)  of  electing  re- 
presentatives in  congress,  and  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States;  and  on  the 
question  of  engrossing  the  resolution  for  a third 
reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Burrill,  Campbell,  Dickerson, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hunter,  John- 
son, King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Tichenor,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams,  of 
Ten.— 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Hor- 
" sey,  Leake,  Morril,  Otis,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Storer,  Tait,  Van  Dyke — 13. 

HOUSE  OF-  KEPnESEHTATIVES. 

Fridayy  Feb.  27.  The  house  having,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  adverse  to  the  petition  of  the  New  York 
Irish  emigrant  society,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
purchase  a body  of  public  land  in  Illinois  territory, 
on  an  extended  credit,  on  condition  of  actual  set- 
tlement, and  paying  interest  on  the  purchase  mo- 
ney. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  ^^not**  so  as  to  reverse  the  report. 

^ On  this  motion  there  arose  a debate,  which  con- 
tinued for  four  hours.  Messrs.  TayloVy  Johnson  of 
Ky.  BaldrvoiUy  Forsythy  Deshay  Comstocky  LivermorCy 
Tallmage  and  Spencer  supported  the  petition,  and 
Messrs.  Robertson  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Smithy  PoindexteVy 
Williams  of  N.  C.  Cob^  and  Mercer  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  finally  taken, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  after  a full  discussion,  and  deci- 
ded as  follows: 

For  the  amendment  71 

Against  it  83 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived;  and  the  house 
resolved,  according  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  inexpedient,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

[To  oblige  a number  of  our  fri^ds,  we  shall, 
as  soon  as  room  can  be  afforded  for  it,  insert  copies 
of  the  memorials  of  the  several  Irish  emigrant 
Societies,  with  an  account  of  the  proceedings  there- 
on, in  detail,  ed.  beg.] 

Saturdayy  Feb.  28.  Mr.  Sergeant  submitted  a 
joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  president  of  the 
senate  and  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 


to  close  this  session,  by  adjournment  of  their  re- 
spective  houses,  on  the  day  of  March  next;  which 

was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  being  thin,  a motion  was  made  to  ad- 
journ; which  was  lost,  ayes  41,  noes  67;  and 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Hugh  J^elson  in  the  chair^ 
on  the 

Expatriation  Bill. 

The  question  under  consideration  being  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  debate  on  the  bill  and  on  topics  incidentally 
introduced  by  some  of  the  speakers,  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  sitting.  Messrs.  Cobb,  M^Lane, 
Forsyth,  Clay,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  and  Robertson,  of 
Louisiana,  engaged  in  the  discussion. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  striking  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirm 
'native,  by  a small  majority. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  house 
this  decision;  and,  after  refusing  to  adjourn,  or  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  (considered  equivalent  to  rejection)  and  was 
decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas  and  nays.  Thefe 
were 

For  striking  out  the  section  70 

Against  it  58 

The  remaining  sections  of  any  bill,  after  the  first 
is  stricken  out,  have  usually  been  disposed  of  by  a 
motion  of  course.  But  on  this  occasion,  the  pro- 
cedure was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Va.  and 
Mr.  Robertson,  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  was  yet 
capable  of  amendment,  and  might  be  put  into  a 
declaratory  shape,  or  amended  in  some  way  to  re- 
cognize the  right  (acknowledged  by  all,  but  contro- 
verted by  certain  judicial  decisions)  of  expatria  - 
tion. To  whom  Mr.  Lotmdes  replied,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding now  proposed  was  unparliamentary  and 
would  tend  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  house,  if  sanctioned;  since  there  would 
be  no  end  to  any  question,  if  it  could  be  debated, 
and  solemnly  decickd,  and  then  again  debated  and 
decided. 

Before  settling  this  mooted  point  of  order,  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn  finally  prevailed,  after  being  once 
or  twice  first  refused. 

• JVational  Intelligencer,  says — The  animat- 

ed  debate  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  Saturday,  on  the  expatriation  bill,  deriv- 
ed additional  interest  from  a declaration  of  Mr. 
speaker  Clay,  that  he  should,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session,  bring  the  cause  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican patriots  before  the  house  in  a manner  wortiiy 
of  the  subject;  who  pledged  himself,  on  that  occa- 
sion to  redeem  them  from  aspersions,  particularly 
the  calumnious  reproaches  of  ignorance,  of  super- 
stition, and  unfitness  for  self-government,  which 
he  said  had  been  cast  on  them  from  various  quar- 
ters. 

The  sense  of  the  house  appears  to  be  against  le- 
gislating on  the  question  of  expatriation,  on  the 
ground,  that  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  exercising  a 
fundamental  right  is  to  assume  the  power  of  limit- 
ing it,  which  power,  it  is  contended,  does  not  be- 
long to  congress.  The  t;^uestion  is  one,  it  must  be 
confessed,  surrounded  with  difficulties;  on  which, 
however,  the  able  debate  wliich  has  taken  place 
will  have  shed  a light  that  may  lead  to  the  adop- 
tion, at  a future  day,  of  a definitive  rule  on  a point 
regarding  which,  it  appears,  the  opinion  of  congress 
and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
are  at  variance. 
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Monday,  March  2.— The  laid  before  the 

house  a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  requiring 
him  to  report  what  alterations  are  required  in  the 
acts  fixing  the  emoluments  of  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  port  officers  and  surveyors. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  governor  of  Maryland,  transmitting  a resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  respecting  the 
selection  and  appropriation  of  a site  for  the  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  major  general  the  Baron  de 
Kalb,  ordered  to  be  erected  in  Annapolis,  by  a re- 
solution of  congress  of  the  14th  October,  1780; 
which  letter,  &c.  were  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M.  JSielson, 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  laws  granting  pensions  to  invalids, 
so  as  to  require  of  the  pensioners  evidence  of  the 
continuance  of  the  disability  which  entitles  them 
to  pensions,  at  the  time  of  each  application  for  the 
payment  thereof,  and  to  provide  also,  that  when- 
ever any  pensioner  shall  accept  an  appointment  of 
profit,  under  the  general  government,  his  pension 
shall  cease. 

The  following  messages,  in  v/riting,  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Monroe,  severally  read,  and,  with  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  lf‘ 
States. 

The  commissioners  of  the  two  governments  un- 
der the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  having 
come  to  a decision  upon  the  questions  submitted  to 
them,  I lay  before  ‘.'ongress  copies  of  that  decision, 
together  with  copies  of  the  declaration  signed  and 
reported  by  the  commissioners  to  this  govern- 
ment. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Feb.  25,  1818. 

DoCUMEIfTS  KEIATIVE  TO  THE  DECISION  OF  THE  COM- 

MISSIONEIIS  UNDEK  THE  4t.H  ARTICLE  OF  THE  TREA- 
TY OF  Ghent. 

Decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the  4t?i  artic  le  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

By  Thos.  Barclay  and  John  Holmes,  Esans. 

Commissioners,  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America 
concluded  at  Ghent,  on  the  twenty  fourth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, to  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties to  the  said  treaty,  the  several  islands  in  the 
Bay  of  Passaraaquoddy,  whicU  is  part  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  in  the  said 
Bay  of  Fundy,  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  true  intent  of  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighy  three  between  his  said  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  affiresaid  United  States  of  America. 

We,  the  said  Thomas  Barclay  and  John  Holmes, 
commissioners  as  aforesaid,  having  been  duly  sworn 
impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  said 
claims,  according  to  such  evidence  as  should  be  laid 
before  us  on  t!ie  part  of  his  Britannic  Mijesty,  and 
tlie  United  States,  respectively,  have  ^decided  and 
do  decide,  that  I^Icose  Island,  Dudley  island,  and 


Frederick  island,  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  ;| 
which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  do,  and  each  of  j 
them  does  belong  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  we.  have  also  decided  and  do  decide,  that  all 
the  other  islands,  and  each,  and  every  of  them,  in  | 
the  said  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  part  of  1; 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  ; 
in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  do  belong  to  his  said 
Britannic  Majesty,  in  conformity  with  the  true  in-  I 
tent  of  the  said  second  article  of  said  treaty  of  one  ; 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  we  have  set  our 
hands  and  affixed  our  seals  at  the  city  ofNew-York, 
in  the  state  of  New-York,  in  the  United  States,  this 
twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  ; 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

JOHN  HOLMES. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Witness.  ■ ! 

James  T.  Austin,  Agent,  U.  S.  A.  j 

Anth.  Barclay,  Secretary.  | 

Declaration  of  the  Commissioners  wider  the fourth  ar-  I 
tide  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  | 

NEW-YORK,  NOV.  24,  1818.  | 

SiR-—The  undersigned,  Commissioners  appointed  | 
by  virtue  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  | 
have  attened  to  the  duties  assigned  them;  and  have  i 
decided  that  Moose  Island,  Dudley  Island,  and  Fred-  | 
erick  Island,  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  | 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  do  each  of  them  belong  to  } 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  all  the  other  | 
Islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  and  the  Island  fi 
of  grand  Msnan  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  do  each  of  them  i 
belong  to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  conformity  with  [ 
the  true  intent  of  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty  of  | 
Peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-  i: 
three.  The  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  en-  [ 
close  herewith  their  decision. 

In  making  this  decision,  it  became  necessary,  that 
each  of  the  Commissioners  should  yifld  a part  of  his  i> 
individual  opinion;  several  reasons  induced  them  to 
adopt  this  measure,  one  of  which  was  the  impression  * 
and  belief  that  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Bay  of  ii 
Passamaquoddy,  which,  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  is  r 
said  to  be  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  are  common  to  i: 
both  parties  for  the  purpose  of  all  lawful  and  direct  i 
communication  with  their  own  territories  and  foreign 
ports.  I 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  | 

With  perfect  respect,  sir,  f 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servants,  , 

JOHN  HOLMES,  i 

THOS.  BARCLAY.  ;! 

The  Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State.  '[ 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States.  ; 

I lay  before  the  liousea  report  from  the  secretary  1 
of  state,  together  with  the  papers  relating  to  the  ; 
claims  of  merchants  of  the  United  States  upon  the  | 
government  of  Naples,  in  conformity  with  the  reso-  if 
lution  of  the  house  of  the  30th  of  January  last. 

JAMES  MONROE.  1 

Washington,  ?'eb.  28,  1818,  i! 

! 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. ' 

I communicate  herev/ith,  to  the  house  of  represen- | 
tatives,  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor  of  the  j 
state  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  secretary  of  stale,  i 
together  with  extracts  from  the  journals  of  pro-  i| 
ceedings  in  botli  branches  of  the  legislature  of  that  j 
co.Timoiiwealth,  relative  to  a proposed  amendment  ; 
of  the  constitutio.n,  which  letter  and  Extracts  are  ;j 
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connected  with  the  subject  of  my  communication 
to  the  house  of  the  6th  inst.  JAMES  MONROE, 
Feb.  27,1818. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  being'  a motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  (the  first  section  having  been 
stricken  out,)  the  expatriation  bill. 

[The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  consi- 
dering this  important  bill.  The  views  of  gentlemen 
are  very  various  about  it.  We  have  not  room  to  de- 
tail the  long  proceedings  upon  it — a motion  to 
I postpone  the  subject  indefinitely  was  negatived; 
ayes  72,  nays  88.  Certain  amendments  offered 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed.] 
Tuesday,  March  3.  Mr.  Loimdes,  from  the  com- 
;mittee,  who  were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  made  are- 
port  against  repealing  the  duty;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Smith,  a wealthy  citizen,  who  wishes 
to  build  a church  and  school  house,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, if  congress  shall  grant  him  the  pre-emption 
right  to  a certain  tract  of  prairie  land,  whereon  to 
' build  the  same,  made  a report  thereon,  expressive 
of  their  high  respect  for  the  motives  and  object  of 
. the  petitioner,  but  adverse  to  his  prayer  on  general 
principles.  The  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject, 
made  a report  unfavorable  to  the  prayer  of  certain 
persons,  who  pray  to  be  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trade  with  certain  Indian  tribes;  which  was 
read  and  concurred  in. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Sergeant,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  proposition, 
'submitted  by  him  a few  days  ago,  contemplating 
the  adjournment  of  congress  on  the— — day  of 
March,  inst, 

[Much  conversation  took  place  on  the  si^bject — 
at  length  th.e  proposition  was  laid  upon  the  table.] 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

** Resolved,  That  a joint  committee  ofbotli  houses 
be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  when  the  pre- 
sent ses.sIon  of  congress  may  be  terminated,” 

The  resolution  was  read,  once,  twice,  thrice,  pas- 
sed and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  ^ resolution  was  passed  by  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  on  the  14th  day  of  October, 
1780,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

**Resolved,  that  a monument  be  erected  to  the 
^‘memory  of  the  late  major  general  the  baron  De 
“Kalb,  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  in  the  state  ofMa- 
“ryland,  with  the  following  inscription:”  [Here 
, followed  tlie  inscription.] 

, Resolved,  Therefore,  that  the  foregoing  resolu- 
, tion  be  referred  to  a select  committee,  with  instruc- 
, tion  to  report  a bill  to  carry  the  same  into  effect 
And  the  question  having  been  put  from  the  chair, 

, that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  re- 
. solution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
I of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
; authorising  the  payment  of  certain  claims  of  Geor- 
, gia  militia  for  services  rendered  during  the  years 
j 1794—5. 

After  considerable  debate — a motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was  negatived — 60 
^ to  59.  The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
. to  the  house,  whidh  adjourned  without  any  deci- 
5iCfh  upon  it. 


Wednesday,  March  4.— Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the 
naval  committee,  made  a report  on  the  petition  of 
capt.  Samuel  C.  Reid,  on  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 
strong, accompanied  by  a bill,  authorizing  the  dis- 
tribution of  a sum  of  money  among  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  brig;  which  was  twice  read  and 
commivted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  of  the  house,  the  proceedings 
of  a court  martial,  held  in  the  Mediterranean  dur- 
ing the  late  year,  for  the  trial  of  captain  John  O. 
Creighton,  charged  with  striking  a midshipman  un- 
der his  command. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  a consideration  of 
the  remaining  sections  of  the  expatriation  bill. 

Much  and  many  amendments  were  proposed— 
too  long  and  too  desultory  for  us  to  insert;  there 
was  also  much  debate.  Finally — 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  hill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  negative— ayes  64;  noes  75. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  certain  claims  from  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia for  militia  services  rendered  in  1793—4. 

The  committee  had  reported  the  bill  filled  up 
with  the  sum  of  143,500  dollars;  which  amendment 
the  house  refused  to  concur  in. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  140,000 
dollars,  and  spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  his  motion 
—it  was  also  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  Talimadge 
and  others.  A motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely was  negatived— ayes  54,  noes  64;— and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  5.  Several  bills  were  reported 
and  some  amendments  made  to  the  bill  from  the 
senate  concerning  the  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolution. 

The  Georgia  militia  claims  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  the  day — finally,  on  the  question  “shall  the 
bill  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,”  the  yeas 
and  nays  were. 

For  the  bill  7Q 

Against  it  go 

So  it  was  rejected,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


Captains  Perry  and  Heath. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  following  were  pub- 
lished in  the  last  volume  of  the  Register.  Hence 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  give  room  to  the  follow- 
ing explanations  of  captain  Heath. 

qt^to  the  public. 

Tlie  proceedings  of  the  courts  martial  for  the 
trials  of  captain  Oliver  H.  Perry  and  myself,  having 
been  called  for  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  being  now  presented  to  the  public,  I feel  it  an 
imperious  duty  to  notice  one  or  two  allegations  in 
captain  Perry’s  defence,  which  if  left  unexplained, 
might  operate  to  my  injury.  I am  aware  of  the 
unequal  ground  upon  which  I stand  with  that  offi- 
cer; and  had  I consulted  noy  own  ease  or  the  dic- 
tates of  policy,  I should  have  shrunk  from  the  dis- 
closure of  the  outrage  and  oppression  of  which  I 
have  been  the  victim.  But  I am  now  interested  in 
vindicating  the  statement!  have  hitherto  presented  , 
to  the  public,  both  on  account  of  my  own  reputa-  j 
tion,  which  I value  as  dear  as  life,  and  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  memorialists  at  whose  instance,  the  en- 
quiry now  pending  in  congress,  originated.  Cap- 
tain Ferry,  in  his  speech  before  the  cwrt,  whih' 
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adverting  to  the  apology  which  he  olfered  to  make 
for  the  outrage  he  committed  on  my  person,  re- 
mai  ks,  that  “I  had  before  received  a blow  for 
which  I was  content  to  receive  a moderate  satisfac- 
tion-,” and  there  is  no  further  explanation  given  of 
tlie  circumstance  alluded  to. — Here  was  a manifest 
attempt  to  distort  a transaction,  the  circumstances 
of  which,  wlien  disclosed,  will  present  a very  dif- 
ferent aspect.  The  affair  referred  to,  is  as  follows: 
— About  seven  months  preceding  the  trial,  an  offi- 
cer in  the  wardroom  of  the  Java,  my  intimate  friend 
and  messmate^  having  been  engaged  in  a little  social 
excess,  gave  me  (without  a cause,  as  he  afterwards 
acknowledged)  some  abusive  language,  upon  which 
we  exchanged  blows.  The  next  morning  I demand- 
ed in  writing  an  explanation,  which  produced  the 
following  letter.  As  I have  not  the  writer’s  per- 
mission to  publish  his  name,  I have  declined  doing 
so,  but  the  original  is  in  my  possession. 

United  States*  ship  Java,  20th  Feb.  1816. 

“Sir— Your  letter  of  this  morning  has  apprised  me 
of  my  improper  conduct  towards  you  last  evening, 
which  I was  perfectly  ignorant  of.  I feel  it  a duty 
incumbent  upon  me,  to  offer  you  an  apology  for  my 
gross  conduct,  and  trust  it  will  be  received.  I 
sincerely  regret  the  circumstance,  and  be  assured 
that  I have  always  respected  you  as  a gentleman 
and  a man  of  honor,  and  hope  that  the  same  friend- 
ship which  has  ahvays  existed  between  us  may 
continue.  Being  sensible  of  my  imfiroper  conduct, 
and  hoping  it  may  be  entirely  erased  from  your 
mind,  I remain  your  friend, 


The  public  can  best  judge  whether  there  is  the 
most  remote  resemblance  between  this  letter  or  the 
transaction  which  produced  it,  and  the  cautious 
and  Jesuitical  overture  of  captain  Perry,  for  a vio- 
lent assault  on  my  unarmed  and  defenceless  person, 
in  which  overture  too  it  was  expressly  reserved 
that  the  terms  of  the  apology  (should  I agree  to 
receive  one)  were  to  be  dictated  by  himself — How 
captain  Perry  ever  knew  the  particulars  of  an  af- 
fair which  transpired  in  the  privacy  of  the  ward- 
room and  was  solely  the  effect  of  accident,  I am 
at  a loss  to  imagine;  and  why  he  referred  to  it  by 
dark  insinuation  seven  months  after,  I can  only  as- 
cribe to  his  malevolence. 

I cannot  close  this  explanation  without  advert- 
^g  to  another  statement  or  rather  insinuation  of 
c aptain  Perry,  in  his  defence  before  the  court:  to 
wit,  the  regret  he  affects  to  feel  at  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Anderson,  the  consul  ai  Tunis,  who  was  pre-' 
sent  at  the  commencement  of  the  affair  in  the  Java’s 
cabin.  This  was  evidently  intended  to  produce 
the  impression,  that  Mr.  Anderson  could  depose  to 
facts  extremely  favorable  to  captain  Perry.  Hoes 
any  man  believe,  if  he  ha:d  really  so  considered  Mr. 
Anderson’s  testimony,  lie  would  not  have  taken 
steps  either  to  procure  it,  (which  he  could  easiiy 
have  done)  or  compel  his  attendance  in  person? 
No!  Mr.  Anderson’s  evidence  would  have  confirmed 
that  of  lieutenant  Howie,  and  I have  it  from  un- 
doubted authority,  “that  captain  Perry  did  apply 
to  Mr.  Anderson  frequently,  for  a declaration  in 
his  favor,  but  that  Mr.  Anderson  replied,  ifhe  gave 
any  it  would  operate  against  him.” 

A few  more  remarks  and  I have  done.  It  is  a 
fact  worthy  of  observation,  that  on  captain  Perry’s 
trial,  .V  letter  written  by  himself  on  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1816,  from  Tunis  Bay  to  commodore  Chauu- 
qey,  was  submitted  and  considered  by  the  court  as 
u pan  of  his  justification;  The  extravagance  and 


misrepresentation  which  it  contains,  are  almost 
too  obvious  to  require  comment.  The  vague  and^ 
indefinite  assertions  which  he  makes  of  my  general 
indolence  and  inattention  as  an  officer,  are  suffici- 
ently refuted  in  the  testimony  before  the  public, 
and  therefore  deserve  no  further  notice;  but  to 
what  but  the  most  bloated  arrogance,  can  be  a- 
scribed  the  absurd  and  inconsistent  declaration, 
that  although  “he  did  not  absolutely  defend  the 
mode  of  redress  which  he  adopted — yet  he  insist- 
ed the  consequences  were  produced  by  a sufficient 
provocation.”— What  caps  the  climax  of  absurdity 
and  hardihood  in  this  letter  is,  that  capt.  Perry 
seems  to  be  in  great  anxiety  that  an  investigation 
should  be  made  into  his  conduct,  that  the  “naw  and 
country  might  be  satisfied  of  the  integrity  of  his 
motives”— and  he  requests  that  his  honorable  friend, 
commodore  Chauncey  would  give  immec/m/e  atten- 
tion to  his  request;  though  it  seems  he  waited 
quietly  nearly  one  month  before  he  solicited  the 
enquiry.  It  requires  but  little  sagacity  to  perceive 
how  ingeniously  captain  Perry  has  attempted  to 
varnish  over  his  own  criminal  despotism,  whilst  he 
has  endeavoured  to  present  my  conduct  in  the 
worst  possible  light— Thus,  for  example,  alluding' 
to  the  expressions  which  escaped  me  in  the  cabii^ 
he  says,  that  I “daringly  outraged  the  vital  interests 
of  the  service  in  his  person.’’  What  this  daring 
outrage  consisted  in,  I am  at  a loss  to  conceive,  un- 
less it  was  my  telling  him  in  reply  to  his  vulgar 
and  virulent  abuse,  that  I bore  a commission  as 
well  as  himself  and  was  determined  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  such  language. 

I sincerely  wish  that  a full  and  correct  picture, 
by  some  abler  pen,  of  the  despotism  and  profliga- 
cy practised  in  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  could 
be  presented  to  the  public.  It  would  then  be  seen 
that  rank  is  not  always  accompanied  by  merit,  nor 
a splendid  reputation  inseparably  allied  to  virtue. 
The  people  with  whom  the  navy  is  now  a favorite 
establishment,  would  learn  with  consternation  and 
regret  that  the  softness  and  effeminacy  of  Italian 
luxury  possessed  more  attractions  than  a good  ex- 
ample— and  that  the  spirit  of  self-indulgence  pre- 
vailed even  to  such  a degree  on  one  occasion,  that 
ihe  funeral  solemnities  of  a gallant  and  lamented 
officer  (capt.  Gordon)  w’ere  prematurely  invaded 
by  the  boisterous  clamors  of  midnight  debauche- 
ry and  intemperance. 

I repeat  the  confidence  that  I expressed  in  my 
former  publication  in  the  justice  and  generosity 
of  capt.  John  Shaw.  Although  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court  lam  convinced  he  possesses  m 
too  great  a degree  the  feelings  of  a gentleman  and 
man  of  honor  to  have  sanctioned  the  persecution 
by  which  I have  been  assailed  or  to  have  shielded 
rank  and  power  from  merited  punishment.  It 
must  be  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  that  officer  to 
find  that  he  has  disdained  to  put  bis  signature  to  the 
letter  of  the  captains  and  commanders  of  the  4'h 
May,  1817,  soliciting  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
remove  from  their  respective  commands  the  sub- 
scribers of  the  memorial  to  the  senate,  “as  having 
forfeited  all  claims  to  their  confidence,”  and  for 
setting  a dangerous  example  to  the  vessels  entrust- 
ed to  their  charge. — What  ouglit  not  to  be  the 
surprise  and  indignation  of  every  man  who  reads 
this  letter,  which  casts  so  unfounded  a censure 
upon  the  memorialists;  at  whose  head  is  recorded 
the  gallant  and  distinguished  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jones,  of  Yirginia;  and  all  of  whom  are  as  hono- 
rable and  patriotic  men  as  belong  to  our  navy. 
Something  I sincerely  think  is  due  to  their  repre- 
sentations, and  1 hope  that  something  will  be  done 
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to  prevent  a repetition  of  the  most  disgraceful] 
outrage  and  oppression.  JOHN  HEATH, 

Late  captain  of  Marines. 

Washington^  Feb.  23,  1818. 

Such  newspapers  as  have  published  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  martial  are  requested  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  give  insertion  to  the  foregoing 
statement. 


Foreign  Articles. 

rnAWCE. 

It  appears  that  the  pope  has  refused  to  crov/n  the 
present  possessor  of  the  throne  of  France,  as  long 
as  Bonaparte  lives—there  is  a consistency  in  this 
conduct  that  we  hardly  expected. 

There  is  a workshop  of  silversmiths  and  watch- 
makers at  Vincennes,  conducted  by  women,  and 
in  which  women  are  exclusively  employed.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  extensive  and  well  managed. 

»ETHEai.ANDS. 

A letter  received  at  Savannah  from  the  American 
consul  at  Ostend,  says — “Messrs.  Gallatin  andEus- 
tis,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
h.ave  not  eftected  as,  appears,  the  object  of  their 
mission,  as  far  as  regards  a commercial  treaty  with 
this  government,  from  what  cause  we  know  not. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Russian  ships  sold  to  Spain  are  named  in  the 
London  papers,  and  consist  of  5 74’s;  and  3 40  gun 
frigates.  They  have  not  long  been  built,  but  fir 
timber  being  used  in  their  construction,  tliey  are 
reported  to  be  in  a very  bad  condition.  It  seems 
possible  that  at  Cadiz  they  may  be  laid  up. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

It  is  intimated  that  Ferdinand,  lohen  he  gets  his 
Russian  ships  manned  and  fitted  out,  intends  to  pro- 
claim the  whole  coasts  of  Mexico  and  South  Ameri- 
ca in  a state  of  blockade,  except  to  vessels  licensed 
by  bimaelf  But  it  will  be  sometime  before  his  fieet 
is  ready— and  then,  it  will  be  of  little,  if  any  use, 
manned  by  Spaniards. 

Savannah  Feb.  19.— The  Maria  Josepha,  which 
arrived  at  this  port  yesterday,  captured  by  the  Bue- 
nos Ayrean  privateer  San  Martha,  had  on  board 
at  the  time  of  her  capture,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  specie  dollars,  which  the  San  Martha  took 
out  of  her.  The  specie  it  is  said  belonged  to  the 
king  of  Spain.  g:;J"This  vessel  is  of  400  tons,  laden 
with  sugar  and  coftee,  bound  from  Havana  to  Cadiz, 
captured  as  above  stated  and  ordered  for  Buenos 
Ayres.  But  the  U.  S.  brig  Prometheus  fell  in  with 
her  to  the  southward  of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  prize- 
master  having  lost  his  reckoning,  and  the  ship  be- 
ing in  distress,  without  provisions,  capt  Finch  was 
solicited  to  take  care  of  her,  and  carry  her  into  port. 

Cuba.  A privateer,  the  Eugenia, of  one  gun,  un- 
der the  flag  of  Galvezton,  has  been  captured  by 
the  Spanish  government  brig  Almirante,  after  a 
furious  and  desperate  engagement  of  two  hours! 
The  captain  and  first  lieut.  of  the  schooner,  were 
among  her  killed.  The  rest  of  the  crew,  40 
in  number,  were  curried  to  Pensacola. 

Tl.e  amount  of  the  royal  revenues  in  Havana,  and 
its  jurisdiction,  for  the  year  1817,  was  3,720,295^ 
dollars. 

The  exportations  of  the  agricultural  produce  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  were  in  the  same  year. 


Boxes  of  sugar  217,009 

Arrobas  of  coffee  709,351 

Do',  bee’s-wax  22,076^ 

Khds.  of  molasses  30,759| 

Pipes  of  rum  3,395 


During  the  last  year  there  Were  82  entries  and] 


70  clearances,  at  Havana,  of  Spanish  men  of  war; 
and  17  entries  and  19  clearances  of  foreign  men  of 
war;  346  entries  and  342  clearances  of  Spanish 
merchant  vessels,  and  870  entries  and  692  clearan- 
ces of  foreign  ditto.  V/liat  might  Cuba  become 
under  a wise  administration,  and  peopled  by  an  in- 
dustrious and  enterprizing  population. 

The  slaves  imported  into  Havana  in  1817, 
amounted  to  15,534— which  is,  probably,  not  more 
than  the  half  of  those  that  were  shipped  for  the 
market — for  that  porportion  die  of  bad  usage  Sec. 
Yet  pretended  Christian.^  are  engaged  in  ' this  hor- 
rid, murderous  traffic!  Two  vessels,  one  with  350, 
the  other  with  150  prime  slaves  had  just  arrived  at 
Havanna. 

A Spanish  government  brig,  formerly  the  Chas- 
seur, of  Baltimore,  has  captured  a patriot  priva- 
teer and  sent  her  into  Havana,  the  captain  and 
crew  of  which  were  hung  at  sea.  A dreadful  re- 
taliation will  succeed  this  act  of  “legitimacy 
The  privateer  had  previously  captured  a Guinea- 
man  with  250  slaves. 


CHRONICLE. 

A vessel,  under  the  character  of  a patriot  priva-- 
teer,  appears  to  have  been  fitted  out  at  Norfolk,  for 
a cruise  in  the  Cheasapeake  bay!  But  the  cruise 
was  broken  up  as  soon  as  the  crew  were  informed 
of  its  object,  and  the  principal  has  been  arrested. 
How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  the  great  cause 
of  freedom  in  South  America  should  be  injured  by 
such  villainies! 

Another]  Since  our  last  we  have  received  an  ac- 
count of  the  decease  of  maj.  John  Paulding,  one  of 
t^  celebrated  captors  of  Andre.  He  was  a man  of 
as  much  private  worth  as  his  public  services  was 
eminent.  The  whole  people,  as  it  were,  of  the 
neighboring  country  assembled  at  his  late  residence 
in  Yorktown,  N.  Y.  on  the  21st  ult.  to  pay  the  sad 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  patriot,  by  attending  his 
remains  to  the  grave.  To  the  solemn  ceremonies 
of  religion,  were  added  masonic  honors  and  milita- 
ry parade,  with  appropriate  music.  The  cadets 
from  the  military  academy  of  West  Point  assisted 
on  the  occasion. 

Spanish  friendship. — A letter  from  lieut.  Sharp, 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  mentions,  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  forwarded  from 
New-Orleans  for  the  army  [at  Fort  Scott]  by  way 
of  Pensacola,  had  been  stopped  and  turned  back 
by  the  Spanish  authorities  at  that  place,  who  refus- 
ed permission  to  transport  the  supplies  up  the  Es- 
cambia. 

The  Creek  indians.  We  have  a copy  cf  a lon^ 
and  interesting  letter  of  general  Mitchell,  agent 
for  Indian  affairs,  who  has  lately  concluded  a treaty 
with  the  Creeks,  see  page  26.  He  speaks  of  this 
people  as  entirely  friendly,  and  wlioUy  disposed  to 
rely  upon  the  justice  and  protection  of  the  United 
States,  being  exceedingly  humbled  by  the  late  war. 
That  they  are  anxious  for  the  suppression  of  the 
“Red  Sticks’*  now  among  the  Seminoles  in  Flori- 
da, and  that  when  he  informed  the  warriors  assem- 
bled at  the  agency  (at  least  1500)  that  there  would 
be  K0  Impediment  to  their  crossing  the  Spanish 
line,  the  famous  chief  McIntosh,  addressed  them, 
and  the  result  was  an  instantaneous  and  unanimous 
resolwtion  to  take  up  arms,  and  act  with  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  A list  of  the  officers  was 
made  out,  and  the  warrior.s  vrci*'  to  meet  on  the 
l7th  ult.  to  march  for  Fort  Scott. 

Gen.  Mitchell  vindicates  the  Creeks  from 
the  charges  made  against  th.em  of  being  disaffsc- 
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tfid  or  hostile  to  the  United  States.  His  letter  is 
dated  at  JMount  JVebo,  Feb.  13. 

Cold.  At  Chillicothe,  on  the  10th  ult.  the  mer- 
cury stood  at  21|  deg.  below  O,  of  Fahrenheit — 
several  degrees  colder  than  ever  before  had  been 
observed  there. 

Pa^enrs—Upwards  of  170  patents  for  improve- 
ments in  machinery  and  manufactures  were  issued 
by  the  department  of  state  during  the  year  1817. 

The  largest  Ox  ever  in  Philadelphia  market  was 
sold  there  lately  for  1300  dollars. — It  belonged  to 
Mr.  Job  Tyler,  of  Salem,  N.  Jersey,  and  weighed 
2,000lbs. 

Plaster  law. — A gentleman  from  Moose  Island 
states  that  the  legislature  of  New-Brunswick  on  or 
about  the  8th  inst.  repealed  the  act  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  plaster  to  any  port  or  place  east  of 
Boston,  by  an  unanimous  vote — the  measure,  it  is 
supposed,  was  adopted  in  concert  with  the  legisla- 
ture of  Nova  Scotia.  [J\I.  H.  Books. 

Singular  circumstance. — A letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Register,  dated  Ashboro*,  N.  C.  Feb.  18,  says  — 
A gentleman^  about  the  first  of  January  last,  killed 
a doe  near  this  place,  and,  on  opening  her,  took  out 
a spotted /awn,  without  any  break  in  its  skin;  but  on 
a slight  touch,  it  fell  to  pieces.  The  doe  was  fat, 
and,  apparently,  in  good  health. 

The  Seminoles. — A letter  from  New  Orleans,  dat- 
ed January  28th,  states  that  the  Seminoles  and 
Creek  Indians  inhabiting  the  promontory  of  East 
Florida,  against  whom  our  forces  are  marching, 
are  4000  warriors  strong;  “that  they  have  destroyed 
all  their  towns,  placed  their  women,  children,  stock 
and  provisions  in  a fortified  camp,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  an  immense  and  almost  impassable  marsh.” 
This  account  leads  us  to  expect  protracted  war  in 
that  quarter.  J\at.  Int. 

Patent  Coffins  are  advertised  in  London,  made 
in  some  strong  manner  to  prevent  the  stealing  of 
human  subjects  for  the  Surgeons.  A patent  mode  of 
interment  would  also  seem  to  be  necessary,  or  the 
Coffin  itself  may  be  taken. 

Powerful  pump.  Philadelphia,  Feh.  27.  This 
is  to  certify,  thatIhavC  used  the  Triangular  Valve 
Pump  (invented  by  Jacob  Perkins,  esq.)  for  the 
purpose  of  pumping  the  water  from  a well  which  I 
am  sinking  at  the  Pea-Patch,  and  that  it  has  ena- 
bled me  to  prosecute  the  said  undertaking  with  a 
full  assurance  of  success,  after  failing  with  the 
best  pumps  I could  procure  upon  other  construc- 
tions. The  depth  of  the  well  is  nearly  60  feet, 
the  operation  of  sinking  had  been  stopped  by  the 
influx  of  water  and  sand.  By  means  of  this  pump 
from  two  or  three  hogsheads  of  water  were  delivered 
at  a stroke,  some  times  with  one  half  the  quantity 
of  sand,  which  elid  not  clioak  the  pump  or  appa- 
rently obstruct  its  operation. 

EBBNEZER  HILYARD, 
Contractor,  and  patentee  of  the  iron  well. 

Washington  City  Feb.  23,  1818. 

Division  order. — In  reviewing  the  incidents  of 
his  command,  the  commanding  general  finds  with 
regret  that  a practise  has  existed  among  officers 
of  the  army,  of  making  public  avowals  of  their 
feuds,  among  each  other,  in  the  shape  of  threats 
and  personal  denunciations.  These  acts  on  the  one 
side  have  called  for  recrimination  on  the  otlier, 
and  the  public  has  been  made  umpire  in  mis- 
understandings, in  which  it  had  no  interest  nor 
knowledge.  This  conductj  on  the  part  of  all,  en- 
gaged,  is  indecorous  and  unmilitary.  It  loosens 
the  bonds  of  those  who  are  bound  to  act  in  unison, 
and  impairs  the  susceptibility  of  reputatign,  which 


should  be  the  soul  and  inherent  principle  of  a sol- 
dier. No  man  is  worthy  to  be  a leader  of  American 
troops,  or  the  depository  of  the  hopes  of  his  infe- 
rior associates,  who  is  not  as  free  from  stains  on  his 
own  reputation,  as  from  willingness  to  asperse  that 
of  others. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  army  be  exempt  from 
the  sources  of  collision  which  are  common  to  all, 
institutions;  but  it  is  less  expected  that  men  of 
gallantry  and  honor  seek  reparation  in  invective,  or 
deem  any  thing  reparation  which  is  procured  at 
the  expense  of  the  dignity  of  the  body  of  which 
they  are  members.  Where  regimental  courts  of 
honor  cannot  intervene,  courts  of  enquiry  are  cloth-  ^ 
ed  with  the  express  guardianship  of  the  honor  of  [ 
the  army,  and  there  must  be  something  ill  in  the 
cause  that  is  not  willing  to  submit  to  such  refer- 
ence. The  commanding  general  will  be  willing  at 
all  times  to  sanction  such  courts,  and  there  are 
few  duties  more  honorable  to  the  officers,  than  to 
vindicate  the  reputation  of  an  associate  or  repress  ' 
errors  committed  within  their  own  body.  ! 

In  future,  therefore,  the  commanding  general 
expressly  prohibits  all  reference  in  the  public  prints 
to  the  feuds  among  officers  in  whatever  shape  they 
may  be  published.  He  adverts  to  no  particular  in- 
stance: the  e^stence  of  the  custom  has  been  an 
excuse  for  its  continuance.  To  the  truly  honora- 
ble, the  appeal  alone  is  sufficient;  the  prohibition 
is  given  that  there  may  be  no  error  in,  future,  that 
the  army  may  be  identified  in  one  character,  as  it  is 
embarked  in  one  cause,  and  that  the  denunciation 
of  one  of  its  members  may  be  considered  as  an  out- 
rage to  the  whole. 

By  order  of  maj.  general  Brown, 

Th.  S.  JESUP, 

Acting  adj.  gen.  northern  division 


Public  Buildings . 

Disbursements  on  account  of  the  public  buildings  at 
Washington  city,  for  the  year  1S17. 

ABSTRACT. 

Thecapitol  §159,655  11 

President’s  bouse  109,180  78 


268,835  89 

The  cost  of  finishing  the  two  wings  of 
the  Capitol,  after  a detailed  statement, 
is  estimated  at  177,303  46 

The  same  for  the  president’s  house  91,769  44 
These  sums,  we  understand,  are  necessary  to 
complete  those  buildings  and  the  appertaining  im 
provements  and  embellishments. 


Navy  pension  Fund- 

ABSTHACT  FROM  THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Nominal  amount  of  stocks  to  the  credit 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund,  §696,400  43 

Bank  stocks— nominal  amount  91,600 — 
cost  98,703  10 


Abstract  of  warrants  drawn  upon  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy  pension  fund 
for  the  year  1817,  196,900  00 

This  includes  inve.stments  of  capital  in  stocks. 

The  total  number  of  pensioners  are  358 — the 
amount  paid  them,  §32,036.  The  balance  between 
this  last  amount  and  the  amount  drawn  as  above, 
was  invested  in  stocks  during  the  year,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  fund. 
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A very  in.portant  report  on  bankiv^  presented 
to  the  legislature  of  New  York,  by  the  committee 
on  the  currency  of  the  state,  is  inserted  in  the  pre- 
sent number.  It  discloses  some  scenes  of  specula- 
tion at  which  humanity  shudders;  and  we  cannot 
believe  that  it  is  too  highly  colored,  knowing,  as 
we  do,  of  things  as  base  and  detestable  as  any  the 
report  notices.  Some  curious  incidents  are  expect- 
ed fiforn  a certain  county  in  Aiaryland,  which  has 
been  nearly  rained  by  a bank  that  has  not  paid  its 
debts  for  live  or  six  years;  which  bank,  it  is  said, 
has  one  hundred  and  fifty  suits  at  law  against  indi 
viduals  for  not  paying  their’s— chiefly  against  fir- 

mers,  trapped  by  the  designing. Why  <loes  not 

some  honest  man  retaliate,  and  protest  and  sue  the 
bank.'* — protest  and  warrant  for  every  five  dollar 
note  that  he  can  get  holdof.^ 

'rhe  old  sort  of  banking  and  the  old  sort  of  men 
that  conducted  it,  are  much  out  of  fashion— but, 
I hope  that  in  the  extensive  ruin  about  to  take 
place,  and  the  general  explosion  of  unsubstantial 
banks  that  must  happen,  there  are  enough  ofthese 
unfashionable  men  and  things  to  iiiterpose  between 
the  people  and  tliose  unprincipled  speculators,  and 
save  a remnant  from  destruction.  'I'lms  supported, 
the  youthful  vigor  and  elasticity  of  our  country  will 
soon  recover  for  it  our  wonted  ease  and  indepen- 
dence— and  the  reflecting  father  will  emblematical- 
ly take  his  child, like  Hannibal,  to  the  aha  , and 
make  him  pledge  himself  to  an  “eternal  enmiiy*'  t ) 
shaving',  speculating,  banking. 


United  States’  Navy. 

[communicated  by  president  ADAMS.] 

Quincy,  January  5th,  1813. 
Hon,  Josejjh  B.  Varnum, 

Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Sir-— Thanks  for  your  favor  of  the  ISth  of 
last  month.  The  momentous  information  is 
since  confirmed.  As  to  the  Bonds,  I have  little 
to  say;  it  is  best  to  pardon  them,  upon  the 
whole.  The  pressure  is  really  hard,  very  hard, 
upon  our  cities,  and  the  countries  about  them, 
ami  the  agitation  of  mind  very  great. 

1 he  foundation  ot  an  American  navy,  which, 
lpresume,is  now  established  by  la\v,  is  a n-rand 
era  in  the  history  of  the  world.  ^ The  c^onse- 
quences  of  it  will  be  greater  than  any  of  us  can 
foresee.  Look  to  Asia  and  Africa,  to  Soutli- 
America  and  to  Europe,  for  its  effects.  My 
private  opinion  liad  been  for  frigates  and 
smaller  vessels;  but  I rejoice  that  the  ideas  of 
congress  have  been  greater.  The  four  quarters 
of  the  world  are  in  a ferment.  We  shall  inter- 
fere every  where.  Nothing  but  a navy,  unde^' 
Heaven,  can  secure,  protect  or  defend  us.  It 
IS  an  astonishment  to  every  enlightened  man  in 
Europe,  who  considers  us  at  all,  that  we  have 
been  so  long  insensible  and  inattentive  to  this 
great  instrument  of  national  prosperity;  this 
most  erhcacious  arm  of  national  power,  inde- 
pendence and  safety.  I could  give  vou  inanv 
V«L.  XIY. 


proofs  of  this,  but  1 will  confine  myself  to  two. 
In  June,  1779,  I dined  with  monsieur  Theve- 
not,  intendant  of  the  navy  at  I’Orient,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  experienced,  best  read, 
and  most  scientific  naval  commanders  in  Eu- 
rope. That  excellent  officer  said  to  me,  in 
the  hearing  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
M.  Marbois,  and  twenty  officers  of  the  French 
navy,  “Your  country  is  about  to  become  the 
first  naval  power  in  the  world.’’  My  answer 
was, “It  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  may  hap- 
pen an  hundred  or  two  or  three  hundred  years 
hence;  but  there  is,  at  present,  no  appearance 
or  probability  of  any  great  maritime  power  in 
America,  for  a long  tirhe  to  come.”  “Hundred 
years!”  said  Thevenot,  “it  will  not  be  twenty 
years  before  you  will  be  a match  for  any  mari- 
time power  of  Europe.”  “You  surprise  me,  sir; 
I have  no  suspicion  or  conception  of  any  such 
great  things;  will  you  allow  me  to  ask  your 
reasons  for  such  an  opinion.^”  “My  reasons,” 
said  M.  Thevenot — “my  reasons  are  veay  obvi- 
ous; you  have  all  the  materials,  and  the  know- 
ledge and  skill  to  employ  them-  You  have  tim- 
ber, hemp,  tar  and  iron;  seamen  and  naval  ar- 
chitects equal  to  any  in  the  world.  ’ “I  know 
we  have  oak,  and  pine  and  iron,  and  we  may 
have  hemp,^but  I did  not  know  that  our  ship- 
wrights were  equal  to  yours  in  Europe.”  “The 
frigate  in  whichyou  came  here,”  said  M.Theve- 
not,  [the  Alliance,  capt.  Landais]  “is  equal  to 
any  hi  Europe.  I have  examined  her,  and  I as- 
sure you  there  is  not  in  the  king’s  service,  nor 
in  the  English  navy,  a frigate  more  perfect  and 
complete  in  materials  or  workmanship.”  “It 
gives  me  great  pleasure,  sir,  to  hear  your  opi- 
nion. I knew  we  had,  or  might  have,  materials; 
but  I had  not  flattered  myself  that  we  had  artists 
equal  to  those  in  Europe.”  M.  Thevenot  re- 
peated, with  emphasis,  “you  may  depend  upon 
it,  there  is  not  in  Europe  a more  perfect  piece 
of  naval  architecture  than  your  Alliance,  and, 
indeed,  several  other  of  your  frigates,  that 
have  already  arrived  here  and  in  other  ports 
of  France.”  My  reply  was — Y our  character 
forbids  me  to  scruple  any  opinion  of  yours,  in 
naval  aftairs;  but  one  thing  I know:  we  delight 
so  much  in  peace  and  hate  war  so  heartily,  that 
it  will  be  a long  time  before  we  shall  trouble 
ourselves  with  naval  forces.  We  shall  pro- 
bably have  a considerable  commerce  and  some 
nurseries  of  seamen,  but  we  had  so  much  wild 
land,  and  most  of  us  loved  land  so  much  better 
than  the  sea,  that  many  years  must  pass  before 
we  should  be  ambitious  of  power  upon  the 
ocean.  We  had  land  enough.  No  temptation 
to  go  abroad  for  conquests.  If  the  powers  of 
ICurope  slioiild  let  us  alone,,  we  should  sleep 
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quietly  for  ages,  without  thinking  much  of 
ships  of  war.” 

i returned  to  America  and  stayed  about 
three  months,  when  congress  sent  me  to  Eu- 
rope again.  We  landed  at  Ferrol,  in  Spain. 
In  a few  days  a French  squadron  of  five  ships 
of  the  line  came  in.  I was  soon  invited  to  dine 
with  the  admiral,  or,  as  the  French  call  him, 
genera],  or  chef  d’escadre,  the  count  de  Lade, 
with  all  the  officers  of  the  squadron^  on  board 
his  80  gun  ship.  At  table,  in  the  hearing  of  all 
tlie  company,  the  count  said  to  me,  “Your 
congress  will  soon  become  one  of  the  great 
maritime  powers.”  “Not  very  soon,  monsieur 
I’comte;  it  must  be  a long  time  first.”  “Why  a 
longtime.^  No  people  have  such  advantages.” 
“ rhere  are  many  causes  in  the  way.”  “What 
difficulties?  No  nation  has  such  nurseries  of 
seamen  so  near  it.  You  have  the  best  timber 
for  the  hulks  of  ships,  and  the  best  masts  and 
spars.  You  have  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine; 
you  have  iron  plenty,  and  1 am  informed  you 
grow  hemp.  You  have  skilful  ship  builders — 
what  is  wanting  ?”  “The  will,  monsieur 
Pcomte.”  “The  will  may  be  wanting  and 
nothing  else.  We  have  a maxim  among  us 
mariners,  that  with  v;ood,  hemp  and  iron,  a 
nation  may  do  what  it  pleases.  If  you  get  your 
independence,  as  I doubt  not  you  will,  the 
trade  of  all  nations  will  be  open  to  you,  and 
you  will  have  a very  extensive  commerce,  and 
such  a commerce  will  want  protection.”  “We 
must  have  a considerable  commerce,  but  our 
lands  will  be  so  much  out  of  proportion  to  our 
trade,  that  if  the  powers  of  Europe  do  not 
disturb  us,  it  must  be  ages  before  we  shall  want 
a navy,  or  be  willing  to  bear  the  expense  of  it.” 

I said  I would  give  you  two  anecdotes.  I 
will  add  a third.  In  i77S  I went  to  France  in 
tlie  Boston  frigate.  We  took  a very  rich  prize, 
commanded  by  a captain,  who  had  served  £0 
years  in  the  British  nav}'^;  several  of  them  as  a 
lieutenant.  The  captain  soon  became  very 
curious  to  examine  the  ship,  Captain  Tucker 
allowed  him  to  see  every  part  of  her.  As  we 
lived  together  in  the  cabin,  we  became  very 
intimate.  He  frequently  expressed  to  me  his 
astonishment:  he  said  “he  had  never  seen  a 
completer  ship.  That  there  was  not  a frigate 
in  the  royal  navy  better  built;  of  better  mate- 
rials or  more  perfectly  equipped,  furnished  or 
armed.  However,  he  added,  you  are  the  rising 
country  of  the  world,  and  if  you  can  send  to 
sea  such  ships  as  this  you  will  soon  be  able  to 
do  great  things.” 

As  I believe  you  are  by  this  time  tired  of 
reading  old  anecdotes,  * will  subscribe  without 
ceremony.  JOHN  ADAMS. 


Militia  Services. 

History  is  philosophy  teaching  by  example.^' 

Tiie  following  is  an  extractor  r letter  from  the  ve- 
nerable WiT.T,rA7ri  FiNDr.Ev,  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
tlie  editor  of  the  V/eckly  Regis  lev.  It 'appears  a.s 


if  chiefly  intended  to  support  some  editorial  re- 
marks in  the  last  volume,  page  273,  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  a well-appointed  staff  ; 
for  the  army,  to  which  the  reader  will  please  to  | 
refer.  The  want  of  sucIj  a staff,  until  nearly  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  together  with  an  imperfect 
militia  system,  cost  us  frpm  ten  to  twenty  times 
as  many  lives  as  were  lost  in  battle.  It  is  stated 
that  17,000  [regular]  soldiers,  exclusive  of  offi- 
cers and  militia,  were  killed  or  died  in  the  ser- 
vice during  our  short  war.  The  destruction 
among  the  militia,  by  disease,  is  dreadful  to  think 
of— -and,  perhaps,  had  better  not  be  regarded  ex- 
cept as  a beacon  to  warn  us  against  future  dan- 
gers. 

Sir — Though  a bad  state  of  health,  from  which 
I have  recovered  beyond  expectation,  obliged  me 
to  witlidraw  from  congress,  in  doing  which  I was 
also  justified  by  age,  I am  not  the  less  attentive  to 
the  public  interests.  Notwithstanding  the  com-  | 
plaints  of  corruption  and  misgovernrnent  incessant-  | 
ly  made  from  some  quarters,  I believe  our  govern-  i 
ment  is  the  most  pure,  and  the  people  the  most  | 
happy,  of  any  nation  now  in  the  world.  I never 
calculated  on  a government  clear  of  all  mistakes; 
nor,  where  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  happily  secur- 
ed, as  being  without  complaints  and  misrepresen- 
tations of  the  administration. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  now  before 
congress  is  the  militia  law.  I have  seen  such  migh- 
ty evils  resulting  from  defective  militia  systems, 
both  during  the  war  of  the  revolution  and  that  in 
which  we  have  been  recently  engaged,  as  induces 
me  to  look  with  great  anxiety  to  the  result  of  the 
present  deliberations  of  congress  on  that  subject- 
I have  just  cast  my  eye  over  your  observations,  ac- 
companied by  facts,  on  that  subject,  in  your  sup- 
plement to  number  17.  The  revolutionary  war 
could  have  afforded  a volume  of  facts  to  that  pur- 
pose, but  I will  only  detain  you  with  a few  that 
came  under  my  own  observation. 

On  the  retreat  across  New- Jersey  from  fort  Lee, 
in  the  winter  of  1776,  care  was  not  taken  by  the 
field  officers  to  keep  the  men  together;  we  were 
marched  from  near  Brunswick  in  the  evening.  I 
marched  my  own  company  so  as,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, to  keep  them  together, and  reached  Princeton 
about  midnight.  On  going  in  the  college  chambers, 

I found  all  that  were  open  occupied  by  sick  men; 
but  on  finding  a commissary  lie  opened  another 
room  for  us,  well  stored  with  fuel  and  gave  us  a 
draw  of  beef  and  meal,  and  we  availed  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  bake  our  bread  and  boil  our 
meat;  but  I met  with  no  more  of  the  regiment  except 
one  field  officer;  they  had  all  laid  down  at  different 
fires  by  the  way — the  weather  was  wet  and  the  road 
extremely  miry,  but  frozen  in  the  morning.  The 
rest  of  the  regiment  arrived  in  a scattering  mannerj 
shivering  wit  h cold — they  drew  their  provision,  but 
were  immediately  ordered  to  march  and  not  per- 
mitted to  bake  their  bread,  &c.  When  we  arrived 
at  Trenton  and  took  the  men  to  the  barricks,  I 
found  sick  men  in  every  room  I examined:  we  put  up 
with  two  rooms  in  which  there  were  only  two  sick 
men. 

Next  morning  one  of  my  men  informed  me  that 
on  examining^the  roonts  he  found  one  person  dead 
and  others  in  great  distress — T went  with  him  and 
we  found  one,  to  whom  he  had  given  a drink,  dead, 
and  others  nearly  expiring.  I did  not  delay  to  make 
further  search,  but  made  a statement  of  the  facts 
to  our  colonel,  that  he  might  lay  it  before  general 
Waslfmgton;  however,  he  insisted  1 should  do  it  | 
myself.  1 found  the  general  just  taking  horse  and  I 
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he  left  the  case  to  his  secretary,  Mr.  Harrison,  who, 
after  making  warm  complaint  of  the  medical  staff, 
undertook  to  provide  relief.  A search  was  made, 
and  the  dead,  to  a greater  amount  than  I had  disco» 
vered,  bui’ied,  and  the  sick  shut  up  in  different 
chambers,  with  a view  to  be  taken  care  of;  but  the 
next  day  we  found  the  two  young  men  that  had  been 
taken  out  of  our  rooms  locked  up  by  theraseives, 
without  victuals  or  attendance.  Some  of  our  men 
broke  open  the  doors  and  gave  them  such  provision 
as  they  had.  The  army,  that  day,  retreated  across 
the  Delaware,  and  the  British  occupied  Trenton; 
but  we  were  informed  that,  generally,  those  we  had 
seen  in  the  college  at  Princeton  and  in  the  barrlcks 
of  Trenton,  died  unassisted.  They  were  all  young 
men,  chiefly  farmers*  sons,  that  had  been  tenderly 
brought  up,  and  had  volunteered  into  the  flying 
corps;  many  of  them  from  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
The  sickness  of  many  of  them  proved  to  be  the 
small  pox. 

I belonged  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  that  corps, 
and  soon  after  crossing  the  river  I found  three 
young  men  of  the  company  taken  with  that  com- 
plaint, at  all  times  dangerous  but  extremely  so  in 
camps.  I reported  them  to  our  general;  he  order- 
ed me  to  send  them  to  the  hospital,  which  was  at 
a small  distance — but  found  I the  house  unsuitable 
and  crowded  with  the  sick,  the  dying,  and  the  dead, 
above  stairs  and  below;  and  those  that  were  able 
quarrelling  who  would  get  nearest  the  fire.  A wo- 
man, attending  as  a nurse,  told  me  that  no  physician 
attended  them,  nor  was  any  thing  provided  for  them 
but  the  common  rations.  On  my  absolutely  refus- 
ing to  send  the  men  to  that  hospital,  our  general, 
after  first  threatening  to  arrest  me,  authorised  me 
to  send  them  to  the  Philadelphia  hospital,  under 
the  charge  of  a sergeant.  I did  so  with  two  of 
them,  but  they  both  died;  on  the  third  one  the  in- 
fection was  not  so  far  advanced,  but  what  he  was 
able  to  travel  some  distance.  I gave  him  his  dis- 
charge, conveyed  him  some  distance  from  the  camp, 
and  charged  him  to  lay  by  in  the  first  farmer’s 
house  that  would  r<?ceive  him.  He  did  so,  passed 
through  the  disease,  came  home  well,  and,  I be- 
lieve, is  yet  living. 

We  had  quarter-masters,  regimental  surgeons, 
&c  but  in  many  instances  we  had  them  only  in 
name.  We  had  very  hard  duty  in  guarding  the  ri- 
ver Delaware  from  the  time  we  crossed  it,  till  after 
the  fall  of  Trenton.  The  men  had  frequently  to  be 


The  first  seasoning  in  camps  is  always  fatal  to 
numbers,  especially  to  militia,  who  unwillingly  sub- 
mit to  even  salutary  restraints.  The  want  of  due 
subordination  is  a great  source  of  disease  among 
the  militia.  At  the  outset  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  they  valued  personal  liberty  too  high:  when 
subordination  was  required,  the  answer  frequently 
was  to  their  officers,  *‘I  am  a freeman  fighting  for 
liberty,and  will  not  surrender  it  for  your  pleasure.” 
But  afterwards  I found  a great  difference  with  those 
that  had  been  out  before;  their  example  was  of  use. 
Militia  officers  generally  want  experience;  but  pru- 
dence, attention  and  firmness  will  go  far  to  supply 
that  defect.  Even  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  war, 
while  a great  number  behaved  respectfully,  I have 
known  some  captains  that  never  could  turn  out  a 
guard.  When  I have  reasoned  with  them  on  the 
subject,  they  have  said  it  was  not  worth  their  while 
to  differ  with  their  neighbors  for  all  the  length  of 
the  tour;  yet  I always  observed  that  such  officers 
as  enforced  due  subordination  from  the  first,  were 
most  respected  by  their  men  afterwards;  they  be- 
ing sensible  that  his  conduct  had  done  them  honor. 
The  facts  I have  stated  shew  pretty  strongly  the 
necessity  of  a well-regulated  staff  for  the  militia, 
and  this  expense  ought  not  to  be  spared;  the  tours 
of  service  ought  not  to  be  less  than  a year,  if  ne- 
cessary, and  they  ought  to  be  well  paid.  Short 
tours  not  only  increase  the  expense  but  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  service  and  the  risk  of  disease. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Before  we  proceed  any  further  it  may  be 
well  to  revert  to  some  things  which  have  al- 
ready been  stated,  for  further  elucidation  and 
conclusion,  as  to  their  facts. 

The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  bank  of 
the  Uhited  States  at  Baltimore  were  supposed 
to  be  less  than  500,  though  15,6 10  share-hold- 
ers were  represented  at  the  polls  for  the  elec- 
tion of  directors.  A list  of  those  subscribers 
has  been  handed  to  me — they  are  rising  2OO5 
about  225  or  230,  all  told.* 


The  nurriber  of  shares  taken  at  Baltimore 
were  given  at  40,141 — nearly  20,000  of  these 
shares  were  directly  taken  on  ten  names,  and 
org«LVdever7secondnTgrt7anl^  >0>000  by  twenty  more:  the  Vemaiuing 


rations  and  clothing-all  the  tents  and  much' of 1 10,000  by  about  200  persons.  But  on  this  list 
the  clothing,  provision,  &c.  having  fallen  into  the  several  persons  are  named  who  must  be  re- 
hands of  the  enemy.  Fevers  began  to  prevail;  I|  garded  as  agents  of  the  ‘‘council  of  ten;”  and, 
called  on  our  surgeon  for  medicine, — be  said  he  hadi  shall  not  be  very  far  from  the 

sent  it  sixty  miles  in  advance.  1 applied  to  a very  j ^ ^ . 

respectable  surgeon  of  another  regiment;  he  gave 
me  two  emetics  as  a particular  favor,  assuring  me 
that  he  had  but  six  remaining.  I divided  them  into 
three,  and  thereby,  I believe,  saved  so  many  lives. 

The  great  mortality  that  was  caused  by  the  camp- 
fever  about  this  time,  both  in  camp  and  country, 
cannot  be  forgotten.  It  was  fatal  to  many  of  the 
militia,  who,  at  this  dark  and  doubtful  period  came 
to  reinforce  the  army.  A large  reinforcement  of 
the  flying  camp  troops  was  drafted  from  the  re- 
giment and  company  to  which  I belonged,  and  sent 
to  Fort  Washington  the  morning  before  it  was  taken 
— few  of  these  survived  the  prison  ship.  In  short, 

I have  always  believed  that  a greater  number  of  our 
young  men’s  deaths  were  caused  that  year  by  want 
of  medicine  and  due  attention,  and  by  starvation  i 
the  prison  ship,  than  by  all  the  battles  during  that 
war 


truth  ill  supposing  that  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  stock  taken  here,  was  taken  for  the  real 
use  of//tcen  individuals.  From  the  ratio  thus 
presumed,  if  applied  to  the  whole  subscription, 
and  especially  when  we  consider  what  occur- 
red at  Philadelphia,  much  confidence  is  felt  in 
the  declaration,' three- fourths  of  the  whole 
stock  subscribed  for  was  monopolized  by  about 
itiO  individuals.  The  national  bank,  there- 
fore, dwindled  into  a thing  for  the  use  and 
emolument  of  so  small  a fragment  of  the  com- 


*We  shall  arrive  more  and  more  at  the  hidden 
things  of  tliis  institution.  The  disposition  is  abro.ad 
to  bl'ing  the  affairs  of  the  bank  before  the  public. 
Gentlemen  communicating  facts  may  depend  upon 
the  editor  to  hold  their  names  sec.rek--if  desired. 
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inunity  as  100  members  of  it — now  further 
monopolized  and  in  the  hands  of  fifty:  who 
seem  to  think,  or,  at  least,  act,  as  if  each  one 
of  them  was  an  Mas,  supporting  a world  on 
his  shoulders!  Of  all  sorts  of  aristocracies, 
heaven  defend  us  from  that  wliich  comes  of 
money-— the  most  relentless  and  remorseless 
of  all. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  reflection,  that,  by  the 
introduction  of  the  stock  notes  instead  of  the 
funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  the  general 
government  is  now  compelled  to  suffer  a large 
sum  of  money  to  lie  idle,  for  the  use  of  the 
bank,  at  the  loss  of  its  interest — because  the 
bank  has  not  furnished,  and  will  not  furnish, 
the  funded  debt,  at  its  par  value,  as  was  cal- 
culated upon  and  conditioned  for  by  its  charter. 

See  the  note,  page  21. The  bank  ought  to 

be  compelled  to  furnish  the  eight  millions  that 
are  deflcient,  or  p^ly  an  interest  to  the  United 
•states  for  the  amount  of  the  ^eople'^s  deposits, 
lying  dead  in  consequence  ot  an  unjustifiable 
speculation  in  its  stock.  Every  body  expected 
tliat  that  stock  would  have  been  paid — it  has 
voT  BEEN  paid;  Olid  any  one,  the  beggar  or 
k'le  nabob,  may  easily  be  a holder  of  millions-, 
if  lie  was  able  to  beg  or  borrow  the  amount  of 
ihc  first  instalment  for  a few  days,  that  being 
all  that  was  paid  by  many — that  being,  also, 
rctui-ned  to  some  in  the  shape  of  discounts, 
^■;ith  25  per  cent,  addition  on  the  whole  sum 
the}"  signed  their  names  for.  It  is  by  such 
signing  of  names  that  the  banking  business  has 
been  disgraced  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
.States,  and  by  petty  money-shops  unable  to 
pay  a debt  of  100  dollars.  But — 

“One  murder  makes  a villain, 

' Millions  a hero.” 

Nearly  a quire  of  anonymous  writings  has 
been  sent  to  the  editor,  proposing  to  prove  that 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  tales  has  been  righteous  and  unof- 
fending. The  authors  may  have  them  agaim 
I am  accustomed  to  regard  anonymous 
pieces;  and  shall  not  put  myself  in  opposition 
to  men  that  would  write  by  the  day  to  fill  my 
paper,  if  I would  give  them  the  room.  Princi- 
pals, only,  will  be  attended  to.  I may  be  mis- 
taken,  but  my  opinion  is — that  the  famous 
f (inding  system,  and  notorious  Yazoo,  had  their 
origin  in  the  same  principles  that  got  up  the 
-Bank  oe  the  United  .-states.  The  covert 
perjury  of  the  first,  and  the  broad  bribery  of 
the  second,  did  not,  perhaps,  belong  to  the 
t'lird;  but  the  same  sort  of  management  and 
running  was  equally  powerful  in  either  of 
t I'cse  transactions.  Each  of  them 

v/c'  e calculated  to  snatch  the  speculator  from 
a cottape  and  transfer  liim  to  a palace — to 
mal  e biro  mount  his  coacli  and  cause  the  peo- 
ple to  staro.  ^^cntd  wonder  how  he  got  therer 
Money,  in  tlie  estimation  of  too  many  men, 
rtamls  in  lien  of  honor  and  honesty' — as  a sort 
of  royalty;  under  the  sanction  of  which  every i 


species  of  moral  wrong  may  be  committed  with 
impunity;  and  the  people  are  sometimes  base 
enough  to  seem  to  have  a respectful  homage 
for  its  possessors,  no  matter  by  what  means 
it  was  obtained — and  so  overlook  ‘‘fantastic 
tricks”  of  pomp  and  pride,  at  which  the  “an- 
gels weep.” Now,  I cannot  see  any  real 

difference,  in  point  of  fact,  between  a set  of 
bank  directors,  who  make  and  issue  notes  for 
5,  10  or  100  dollars,  which  are  not  worth  the 
money  stated  on  the  face  of  them,  which  they 
deliberately  promise  to  pay  with  a previous 
resolution  not  to  pay,  and  a gang  of  fair,  open, 
/iouesi counterfeiters.  One  speculateshj  law, 
and  the  other  against  law;  but  both  are  specu- 
lators and  have  an  unity  of  interest.  I have 
twelve  or  fifteen  pieces  of  paper,  curiously 
marked  and  engraved,  and  passed  as  bank 
notes — ^some  of  them  are  called  genuine  and 
a lew  pronounced  to  be  counterfeits.  But  the 
latter  are  just  as  valuable  as  the  former — and 
it  seems  impossible  to  draw  a distinction  be- 
tween them;  thew intentionand  effect  being  the 
same.  I have,  also,  eight  or  ten  other  bank  notes 
of  less  present  use  to  me  than  so  much  brown 
paper  would  be;  not  being  able  to  sell  them  at 
15,  20,  SO,  40  or  50  per  cent,  discount.  The 
issuing  of  such  notes  is  counterfeiting  in  fact, 
if  not  in  law.  But  tliese  remarks  do  not  ap- 
ply to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  yet; — 
and  I hope  that  they  never  may.  We  have  not 
heard  that  that  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches, 
has  refused  a broad,  absolute,  legal  and  re- 
gular demand  for  specie;  though  some  things 
have  happened  that  looked  very  much  like  re- 
fusals. 

To  return  to  our  immediate  subject — and 
say  something  on  the  probable  dividends  and 
real  value  of  tlie  stock. 

The  old  bank  of  the  United  States  trans- 
acted its  business  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances.  Its  capital  was, comparatively, 
small,  and  composed  of  sound,  solid  “stuff.” 
Specie  was  plenty,  and  its  directors  were  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  restrained  in  their  operations  by 
the  fear  of  a want  of  it  to  meet  their  engage- 
ments, and  they  had  every  advantage  posses- 
sed by  the  present  bank  in  respect  to  deposits, 
&c.  And  yet,  although  at  the  close  of  its  con- 
cerns, six-tenths  of  its  nominal  capital  was 
actually  in  specie  in  its  vaidts,  the  average 
dividends  were  only  about  eight  per  cent. — 
the  amount  divided  by  the  new  bank  at  its 
outset,  encumbered  by  a thousand  incidental 
expenses. 

Public  rumor  says  that  some  of  the  branches 
of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States  are  severely 
puslied  to  meet  their  engagements;*  and  so 
great  is  the  pressure  on  the  institution  that  it  is 
understood  to  be  resolved,  that  only  from  38  to 

*S  particulars  iiave  been  mentioned  to  mf, 
w'rcli  I believe  are  ti;ne — but  they  must  be  laid 
until  a way  to  support  the  facts  is  apparent,— 
if  necessary. 
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40  millions  shall  be  discounted  in  the  whole 
(including  the  stock notes^of^ course)  until  some 
fortunate  change  takes  place.  Hence  the  pres- 
sure on  the  common  people^)  and  the  tyranny 
ovpr  the  state  hanks,  whenever  there  is  an 
ability  to  exercise  it.  The  following  is,  per- 
haps, about  the  scale  for  the  discounts  at  four 
principal  places: 

Philadelphia,  6,000,000')  In  all— the  mo- 

Baltimore,  5,000,000  1 ther  bank  and  its 

New- York,  3,000,000  f offices,  from  38 

Boston,  2,500,000 J to  40  millions. 

And  truly,  with  an  amount  of  seven  millions 
in  United  States  stock  which  cannot  be  con- 
verted into  money,  together  with  the  dead 
weight  of  the  stock  notes — 40  millions,  in  the 
whole,  is  as  much  as  can  be  safely  discounted, 
though  the  deposits  by  the  government  and 
by  individuals  may  have  an  average  amount  of 
nine  or  ten  millions — the  notes  to  be  kept  in 
circulation  being  estimated  at  1 1 millions. 


The  capital  of  the  bank,  held  by  in- 


dividuals is 


Do.  held  by  the  United  States,  in  Jive 
per  cent  stock. 


^28, 000, 000 


7,000,000 

35,000,000 


calculation  you  shall  find  the  Iviith.'*"^ 
The  following,  we  think,  will  clearly  shew  the 
value  of  the  stock,  so  that  “he  that  runs  may 
read.”  In  another  paper,  we  shall  say  some- 
thing more  about  the  price  of  stocks  in  Eng- 
land; where  it  is  suspected  that,  as  in  the  IJ. 
States,  they  have  more  of  a nominal  than  a real 
value,through  similar  manceu  vres  in  those  wish- 
ing to  sell;  and  that  there  are  very  few  actual 
purchasers,  though  the  dividends  are  promised 
to  be  paid  in  London— a procedure  that  will 
severely  affect  the  future  value  of  the  stock 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


Suppose  the  discounts,  on  average,  to  amount  to  40,000,000: 


a 6 per  cent.  makes  2,400,000 
Interest  on  seven  millions  of  5 per  cents,  from  government,  350,000 

Amount  to  be  divided  (supposing  in  exchanges*  may  pay  expenses  of  the  establishment)  2,750,000 
2,750,000  divided  on  a capital  of  35,000,000,  gives  a dividend  of  about  7f  percent. 

But  at  the  end  of  the  2d  year,  a bonus  of  500,000  is  to  be  paid; — another  of  500,000  at  the  end  of  3d 
year — and  the  same  at  the  end  of  4th  year. 

Then  the  discounts,  during  these  3 years,  in  order  to  give  7^  pr.  ct.  as  above,  must  be  48,333,000: 

48,333,000  a 6 per  cent.  would  make  2,900,000 

The  seven  millions  a 5 « 350,000 


Deduct,  bonus  for  that  year 


Remains,  as  above 


3.250.000 
500,000 

2.750.000 


At  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  stock  giving  7i  pr.  ct.  pr.  ann.  would  be  equivalent  to  g 129  a 6 pr.  ct. 
“ « that  stock  « 8 pr.  ct.  “ “ « 133 13  “ 

“ “ that  stock  « 9 pr.  ct.  « « “ 150  “ 

This  might  be  true  if  the  charter  were  perpetual;  but  it  is  to  expire  in  18  years,  at  which  time  the 
capital  must  be  refunded  to  the  stockholders,  and  whatever  a share  may  sell  for  now  it  will  be  then 
worth  only  glOO. 

Therefore,  at  7 pr.  ct.  dividend,  instead  of  being  worth  j^llO  67  its  real  worth  would  be  04 

“ 7f  “ instead  of  “ 129  16  its  real  worth  would  be  119  33 

**  8 instead  of  “ 133  33  its  real  worth  would  be  122  08 

“9  “ instead  of  “ 150  00  its  real  worth  would  fee  133  13 

“ 10  “ instead  of  “ 166  67  its  real  worth  would  be  144  17 

077 Money  is  ‘worth  6 per  cent. — Now  admit  I receive  a dividend  on  my  one  share  of  stock,  8 dollars, 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  and  I put  it  out  at  compound  interest  for  18  years:— at  the  end  of  the  2d  year 
I get  another  dividend  of  8 dollars  per  share,  which  I put  out  at  compound  interest  for  the  remaining 
17  years — at  the  end  of  the  3d  year,  another  dividend  of  8 dollars  at  compound  interest  for  16  years, 
and  so  on  with  the  rest,  until  the  dividends  cease  "with  the  legal  dissolution  of  the  bank. 


*That  is,  in  plain  English,  by — shaving;  2j  per  cent.  prem.  is  demanded  for  collecting  bills  payable 
at  the  branches  in  Ohio;  and  the  branches  in  Ohio  charge  2h  per  cent.  prem.  or  mo  uk-,  for  drafts  on  tlie 
eastern  branches,  This  is  what  some  folks  would  call  double  dealing, 
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Then  I collect  all  ray  dividends  thus  let  out  at 
compound  interest,  and,  with  the  int  crests  upon  in- 
terests accumulated  on  them,  they  amount 
to  _ ^261  84 

At  the  expiration  of  the  charter  the  bank 
returns  me  for  the  share  I hold — being  100  00 


For  18  years 


!S561  84 


But  suppose  I borrowed  the  means  of  purchasing 
that  one  share,  and  borrow  again  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  interest  thereof  at  compound  interest  for 
18  years — the  interest  of  the  next  year,  again  at 
compound  interest,  for  17  years  and  so  on:— I find 
that  I may  do  it  as  follows: 

^122  08  a 6 per  cent,  which  is  equal  to  7 1-3 
per  cent,  on  my  bank  100: 

7 1-3  per  annum,  with  interests  accumulating  on 
interests  compounded,  !g239  76 

At  the  expiration  of  the  18  years,  I have 
to  pay  what  I borrowed  122  08 


^361  84 


So  I find  that  at  8 per  cent,  dividend  the  bank  stock  is  really  worth  to  me  only  gl22  08,. 


Suppose  dividend  a 9 per  cent,  (put  out  annually 
as  received  at  compound  interest.) 

a 9 per  cent,  dividends  and  interests  on  interests 
compounded,  accumulating’to  JS294  57 

Capital  to  be  returned  to  me  by  bank 
(after  18  years)  100  00 


394  57 


So  at  9 per  cent,  dividend,  the  bank  stock  is  worth  only  ^133  13. 


§133  13  fl  6 per  cent.==§8. 

8 per  annum,  interests  upon  interests,  &c.  accu- 
mulating to  ^261  44 

Original  capital  133  13 


§394  57 


a 10  per  cent,  dividends  and  interests  on  inte- 
rests, compounded,  §327  30 

Capital  to  be  returned  by  bank  100  00 

§427  30 


§144  17  a 6 percent.=§8  2-3. 

8 2 3 per  annum  interests  on  interests,  &c.  accu- 
mulating to  §283  13 

Original  capital  144  17 


§427  30 


So  tliat  the  bank  stock  a §144  17  ought  to  give  10  per  cent,  dividend. 


Suppose  bank  dividend,  a 7|  per  cent. 

7|  pr.  ann.  dividend,  and  interest  on  dividend,  and 
’ on  interest  compounded,  accumulates  to  §253  67 
Capital  to  be  returned  by  bank  (after  18 
years.)  100  00 


353  67 


§119  33  a 6 per  cent.*  §7  16  per  annum. 

7 1-6 per  ann.  interest  on  interest  compounded,  ac- 
cumulating §234  34 

Original  capital  119  33 


353  67 


So  that  at  7|  per  cent,  dividend,  the  stock  is  w’orth  only  §119  33. 


Suppose,  finally,  7 per  cent. 

a 7 per  cent,  dividends  and  interests  on  dividends 
and  on  interests  compounded,  §229  11 

Capital  to  be  returned  by  the  bank 
(after  18  years)  100  00 

§329  11 


Now,  §111  04  a 6 per  cent. = §6  2-3  per  annum. 

6 2-5  per  annum  interests  on  interests  compound- 
ed, accumulating  to  ^218  07 

Original  capital  111  04 

§329  11 


At  7 per  cent,  dividend  the  stock  would  only  be  worth  §111  04. 

Small  fractions  are  omitted  in  some  of  these  calculations — but  each  amount  is  sufficiently  near  for 
every  useful  purpose. 

has  been  reported  in  the  newspapers — (we  printers  very  well  know  how  easily  things  may  be 
reported)  that  bank  shares  have  been  sold  in  Loudon  at  33^.  15a. — say,  for  160  dollars.  The  English 
know  as  well  as  any  people  in  the  world  how  to  manage  stocks  and  calculate  interests — but  to  shew 
that  real  purchasers  and  intended  holders  of  the  stock  cannot  be  expected  at  that  price,  we  add  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  value  of  the  stock,  money  being  considered  as  worth  only  five  feu  cext.  per  arnum,  the 
usual  rate  of  interest  in  England.  Besides,  can  the  British  possessor  of  it  feel  quite  sure  that  he  will 
receive  the  dividends  regularly? — is  there  no  danger  remittances  being  stopped  by  war  and  some  of 
the  thousand  casualties  that  may  happen  between  countries  3000  miles  apart? 


A dividend  of  9 per  cent,  put  out  at  compound 
interest  at  5 per  cent,  will  in  the  18  years  amount 
to  §265  86 

Capital  to  be  returned  100  00 


§365  86 


§147  70  at  5 per  cent=§7  38  1-3  per  ann. 

§7  38  1-3  per  ann.  with  interests  on  interests,  at 
5 per  cent,  for  the  18  years,  is  ^218  16 

Original  capital  147  70 

§365  86 
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If  the  bank  divides  9 per  cent,  therefore,  the  share  is  worth  to  the  British  possessor  only  $14T  70. 


A dividend  of  8 per  cent,  put  out  as  above,  will 
accuTTUilate  to  §236  32 

Capital  returned  100  00 


§336  32 

If  the  dividend  is  8 per  cent,  it  is  worth  to  the  British  possessor  §135  78. 


§135  78  at  5 per  cent.==j 
above  at  5 per  cent. 

Original  capital 


A dividend  of  7 per  cent,  put  out  as  above,  will 
amount  to  §206  76 

Capital  returned  100  00 


§306  76 


§123  84  at  5 per  cent.—  ! 
above  at  5 per  cent. 

Original  capital 


79,  invested  as 
^200  54 
135  78 

§336  32 


19,  invested  as 
§182  92 
123  84 


)06  76 


So  that  if  the  dividends  sre  at  7 per  cent,  the  stock  will  be  worth  to  the  British  possessor  only  §123  84. 


A single  remark  and  we  shall  finish  for  the  present — it  is  morally  impossible  that  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  can  divide  more  than  seven  per  cent,  on  its  capital,  unless  it  refuses  specie  payments, 
without  some  strange  revolution  in  commerce  to  cause  the  precious  metals  to  flow  in  upon  us,  as  they 
did  some  years  ago — and  except,  by  the  complete  prostration  of  all  the  old  and  respectable  state  banks,  it 
secures  a perfect  monopoly  of  the  money-lending  business  of  the  United  States:  for,,  beside.s  the  stock, 
notes^  which  will  be  continued  no  one  knows  how  long,  the  bank  is  encumbered  with  a fifth  part  of  its 
capital  (the  U.  S.five  per  cent,  stock)  on  which,  in  the  scarcity  of  specie,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  discount, 
seeing  that  it  cannot  be  converted  into  on  an  emergency,  and  on  which  the  general  dividend 

must  also  be  paid. 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

IN  assembly,  fee.  24,  1818. 

Heport  of  the  committee  on  the  currency  of  this  state. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  currency  of  this 
state,  and  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
governor’s  speech,  respectfully  report,  in  part — 

That  they  find  themselves  compelled,  as  well 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  from  the  sense 
they  feel  of  their  duties  as  a standing  committee  on 
currency,  to  take  a general  view  of  the  operations 
of  banks  in  this  state;  as  far  as  any  deductions  can 
be  drawn  from  experience,  tliat  will  throw  any 
clear  light  on  what  your  committee  consider  a sub- 
ject of  the  highest  and  most  vital  importance  to  the 
public. 

The  committee  are  fully  satisfied,  that  banking 
establishments  are  highly  beneficial  in  a country 
like  ours,  with  an  extensive  external  and  internal 
commerce,  by  afibrding  facility  in  making  remittan- 
ces, and  in  transmitting  large  sums  from  one  part 
of  the  country  to  another,  and  in  the  head  market 
towns  in  affording  temporary  loans  at  particular 
seasons  of  the  year,  for  the  purchase  of  produce, 
and  in  seaport  towns  where  large  capital  is  vested 
in  shipping  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  by  en- 
abling the  proprietors  with  temporary  floans,  to 
purchase  fresh  cargoes  and  dispatch  their  vessels. 
So  far  the  committee  believe  they  are  warranted  in 
saying,  that  experience  has  shown  that  banks  have 
been  very  beneficial  to  this  state.  And  it  would 
give  the  coinmittee  pleasure,  if  they  could  stop 
here,  without  violating  their  character  as  legisla- 
tors and  as  guardians  of  the  public  welfare.  But 
as  such,  they  must  give  it  as  their  undivided  opi- 
nion, that  like  medicine,  when  judiciously  adminis- 
tered to  the  physical  body,  it  removes  obstructions, 
increases  the  circulation  of  its  fluids,  and  invigo- 
rates the  whole  system;  but  when  administered  by 
unskilful  hands,  too  profusely,  produces  morbid 
affections  and  paralizes  every  nerve,  so  banking 
establishments,  increased  as  they  already  have 
been,  to  a great  extent  in  the  interior  of  our  state, 
counteract  entirely  all  the  beneficial  effects  expect- 
ed from  them;  and  instead  of  facilitating  exchange 
and  the  tnmsmissio.n  of  money  from  one  part  of  the 


state  to  the  other,  it  has  rendered  it  impossible  to 
be  done  without  great  loss;  in  consequence  of  locid 
banks  having  engrossed  the  whole  circulation  in 
their  neighborhood,  and  the  depreciation  of  their 
notes  abroad,  to  the  very  great  embarrassment  of 
internal  commerce.  But  this  is  noc  the  extent  of 
the  evil,  nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  by 
any  means  the  greatest;  but  the  effect  it  produces 
on  society,  immediately  within  their  vicinity,  is  still 
more  to  be  deplored. 

They  enable  the  designing,  unprincipled  specula- 
tor, who  in  fact  has  nothing  to  lose,  to  impose  on 
the  credulity  of  the  honest,  industrious,  unsuspect- 
ing part  of  the  community,  by  their  specious  flat- 
tery and  misrepresentation,  obtaining  from  them 
borrowed  notes  and  endorsements,  until  the  ruin 
is  consummated,  and  their  farms  are  sold  by  the 
sheriff.  Examples  of  this  sort  are  too  common  and 
too  notorious  to  need  any  illustrations  from  the 
committee. 

In  applying  for  their  charters,  they  all  profess 
to  have  the  public  good  solely  in  view,  but  in  too 
many  instances,  their  conduct  has  shown,  that  they 
soon  become  blind  to  all  other  interests  but  their 
own. 

By  adopting  a variety  of  schemes  to  get  their 
notes  into  circulation,  such  as  placing  a partial  fund 
in  a distj^nt  bank  to  redeem  their  paper,  and  after 
the  fact  becomes  generally  known  that  their  paper 
is  at  par  in  that  quarter,  issuing  an  emission  of 
notes  signed  with  ink  of  a different  shade,  at  tlie 
same  time  giving  secret  orders  to  said  bank  not  to 
pay  the  notes  thus  signed,  and  subjecting  the  own- 
ers of  them  to  loss  and  disappointment,  compelling 
them  either  to  sell  them  for  what  they  would  fetch, 
or  to  return  without  accomplishing  the  business 
they  went  on.  This  is  done  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance: tliiis,  in  open  day,  committing  a barefaced 
fraud  on  the  public. 

Others,  by  a different  stratagem,  but  no  less 
contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  their  charter, 
have  issued  a species  of  paper  called  facility  noies^ 
purporting  to  be  payable  in  neither  money,  couiit!  / 
produce,  or  any  thing  else  that  has  body  or  sha’pe, 
and  thereby  rendering  their  name  appropriate  only 
but  by  faciiltaling  the  ruin  of  those  who  are  so  uu- 
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fortunate  as  to  hold  them.  There  are  other  practi- 
ces which  the  committee  are  informed  are  very 
common,  and  they  believe  will  not  be  doubted, 
which  no  less  vitiate  the  first  principles  of  their 
charter.  I’jiey  g'ive  large  accommodations  to  in- 
dividuals conditionally;  to  some,  tliat  lliey  will 
keep  in  circulation  a certain  sum  (which  notes  are 
designated  by  a private  mark)  for  a specified  time; 
but  in  case  they  return  sooner,  l;e  is  again  to  be 
charged  w ith  the  discount  on  such  sum  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time;  to  avoid  which  he  is  compel- 
led to  make  long  journies  into  distant  counties,  to 
change  the  notes  for  those  of  other  banks,  thus 
squandering  his  time  and  iiis  money  for  their  bene- 
iit.  To  others,  on  condition  that  (hey  willpay  their 
note  when  due,  in  what  is  called  current  money, 
(meaning  notes  of  sucli  of  the  banks  as  are  current 
throughout  the  state,  they  not  considering  theirs  as 
entitled  to  that  appellation,)  Avliicl),  compels  the 
borrower,  during  the  time  Ids  note  is  to  run,  to  lay 
by  him  all  the  current  money  lie  can  collect,  w'hich 
of  necessity  lie  must  lose  tlie  use  of,  and  for  which 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  for  the  sum  lie  may  be  deficient 
of,  as  tiie  time  draws  near  a close,  a premium  of 
from  seven  to  fourteen,  and  sometimes,  as  your  com- 
mittee have  been  informed,  as  high  as  tw^enty  per 
cent,  for  one  day,  when  Ids  note  is  again  renewed, 
and  the  same  operation  is  commenced  anew. 

To  others  on  condition  they  exchange  with  them, 
a sum  equal  to  their. note  ofi'ered,  of  notes  ol’other 
banks,  (for  which  they  are  compelled  to  give  a pre- 
mium,) and  receive  their  owm  in  return.  To  others, 
on  condition  one  Jialf  the  sum  remains  in  the  bank 
until  the  note  is  due,  thereby  receiving  an  usurious 
interest. 

The  committee  feel  themselves  compelled  to  go 
still  further  into  a detail  of  the  abuses  inflicted  on 
the  public  by  a misuse  of  banking  privileges. 

Of  all  aristocracies  none  more  completely  enslave 
a people  than  that  of  money;  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  no  system  was  ever  better  devis- 
ed so  perfectly  to  enslave  a community,  as  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  conducting  banking  establishments. 
Like  the  Syren  in  the  fable,  they  entice  to  destroy. 

They  hold  the  purse  strings  of  society,  and  by 
monopolizing  the  whole  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country,  tliey  form  a precarious  standard, 
by  which  all  the  property  in  th.e  country,  houses, 
lands,  debts  and  credits,  personal  and  real  estate 
of  all  descriptions,  are  valued,  thus  rendering  the 
whole  community  dependent  on  them,  and  pro- 
scribing every  man  who  dares  oppose  or  expose 
their  unlawful  practices:  and  if  he  liappens  to  be 
out  of  their  reach  so  as  to  require  no  favor  from 
them,  then  Ids  friends  are  made  tlie  victims,  so 
that  no  one  dares  complain. 

The  merchant  who  has  remittance  to  make  abroad, 
is  contented  to  pocket  the  loss,  occasioned  by  the 
depreciation  of  tlteir  money,  rather  than  hazard 
their  resentment  by  asking  them  for  specie  or  cur- 
rent notes;  and  here  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
state  as  a fact,  an  instance  where  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  a bank  passed  a resolution,  declaring 
that  no  man  should  hold  a seat  at  that  board,  or 
receive  any  discounts  at  the  bank,  who  should 
trade  at  a certain  store  in  the  same  village,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  owner  having  a.sked  for  a sum  less 
than  four  thousand  dollars  in  current  money  to  re- 
mit to  New-Yoik,  while  at  the  same  time  he  kept 
his  account  in  said  bank. 

The  committee,  in  taking  a general  view  of  our 
state,  and  comparing  those  parts  where  banks  itave 
been  some  years  established,  with  those  that  have 
li.ad  nore,  they  are  as-onished  the  alarming  dis- 


parity. They  see  in  the  one  case  the  desolations 
they  have  made  in  societies,  that  were  before  pros- 
perous and  happy;  tlie  ruin  they  have  brought  on 
an  innumerable  number  of  the  most  wealthy  far- 
mers, and  they  and  their  funilies  suddenly  hurled 
from  wealtli  and  independence  into  the  abyss  of 
ruin  and  despair;  and  here  also  tlie  committee  beg 
leave  to  state  a fact  to  illustrate  the  manner  in 
v.diich  such  ruinous  effects  are  produced.  An  aged 
farmer,  possessing  a farm  which  rendered  his  con- 
dition comfortable  and  independent,  wishing  to 
raise  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  assist  his 
children,  was  told  by  a director,  he  could  get  it. 
out  of  the  bank  without  any  difficulty  or  hazard, 
and  that  he  would  endorse  his  noleifor  liim,  and  that 
he  could  continue  it  to  suit  his  convenience,  with 
which  the  farmer  accordingly  complied.  At  the 
first  renewal,  he  was  told  the  note  must  be  paid; 
that  the  bank  would  press  the  payment,  but  as  it 
was  not  in  his  power,  the  director  told  him,  if  he 
would  give  him  one  hundred  dollars,  besides  the 
discount,  he  loonld  obtain  the  renewal,  which  he 
did;  and  at  a subsequent  renewal,  the  same  opera- 
tion Was  performed,  but  a judgment  was  required 
also  in  favor  of  said  director,  and  the  re.sult  w'as, 
his  farm  was  soon  after  sold  without  his  knowledge 
by  the  sheriff,  and  purchased  by  the  said  director 
for  less  than  the  judgment. 

The  committee  are  sensible,  that  all  institutions 
are  subject  to  abuses  from  the  misuse  of  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  them;  but  they  humbly  conceive 
that  when  those  abuses  greatly  overbalance  all  the 
benefits  derived  from  them,  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  a wise  and  discreet  legislature  to  cease  from, 
granting  those  powers;  and  here  the  committee 
cannot  but  notice  the  manner  in  which  bank  char- 
ters have  hitherto  been  obtained.  But  on  this  sub- 
ject  they  would  speak  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  lionorable  body  to  winch  they  belong,  as  well 
as  to  their  predecessors.  But  the  committee  can- 
not refrain  from  remarking,  that  hitherto  liberal 
.and  extended  encouragement  given  to  banking 
operations  beyond  its  legitimate  object,  has  an- 
nually invited  to  our  capitol,  skilful  and  experien- 
ced banking  agents,  professing  general  and  not  lo- 
cal objects,  and  who  appear  to  have  forgotten  for 
the  time  their  public  trusts  (for  which  some  of 
them  are  receiving  a salary)  as  well  as  all  private 
avocations,  for  what  they  may  consider  of  greater 
consequence  to  tlie  community;  and  in  the  present 
instance,  from  seeing  notices  in  the  state  paper  of 
eighteen  new  applications  for  banks  intended  to  be 
made  at  the  present  session,  have  no  doubt  come 
up  with  high  raised  expectations  of  reaping  a rich 
harvest,  and  by  amalgamating  banking  bills  with 
those  of  more  importance  and  more  salutary  in 
their  nature,  and  by  assorting  and  canvassing  the 
house  with  all  the  conflicting  interests  of  indivi- 
duals, until  all  distinction  is  lost  between  the  fair 
and  the  honestpetitioner,  and  the  cunning  design- 
ing speculator,  and  thus  the  man  who  asks  in  the 
simplicity  of  his  heart  for  what  he  honestly  con- 
ceives his  right,  is  soon  made  to  understand,  that 
in  order  to  obtain  it  he  must  become  the  instru- 
ment of  designing  men,  and  advocate  that  which 
his  better  judgment  tells  him  is  wrong.  And  your 
committee  are  constrained  to  say,  that  this  prac- 
tice has  hitherto  been  carried  to  such  an  extent, 
.and  has  met  with  such  success,  as  to  encourage 
corporations  as  well  as  individuals,  to  assume  bank- 
ing powers  where  none  were  ever  granted:  and  af- 
ter having  put  all  law  and  authority  to  defiance, 
and  creating  themselves  a fund,  calculating  on  the 
encouragement  and  skill  of  these  agents,  have  had 
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the  unexampled  temerity  to  petition  the  legislature 
of  this  state  and  urge  them,  through  the  medium 
of  these  agents,  to  grant  them  a charter  for  bank- 
ing, as  a reward  for  the  unwarrantable  assumption 
of  that  right. 

The  committee  humbly  conceive,  that  it  is  high 
time  a full  stop  was  put  to  this  kind  of  procedure: 
and  they  know  of  no  way  of  effecting  it,  but  by 
every  member  of  this  as  well  as  all  future  legisla- 
tures, collectively  and  individually,  reflecting  seri- 
ously on  the  subject  as  to  its  consequences  to 
themselves  and  to  the  state,  and  suffer  no  ab- 
stract considerations  to  influence  their  judg- 
mentsj  but  to  decide  every  question  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  frown  with  indignation  on  eve- 
ry undue  attempt  to  influence  their  opinions,  and 
in  that  way  restore  to  the  legislature  of  this  great 
state,  what  your  committee  conceives  in  a great 
degree  (they  name  it  with  very  great  deference) 
its  injured  reputation.  The  operation  and  influence 
of  banks,  their  utility  and  effect  on  society,  being 
necessarily  of  a public  nature,  they  must  be  fami- 
liar to  all.  Then,  surely,  this  honorable  body  does 
not  stand  in  need  of  instruction  from  any  illegiti- 
mate source. 

The  commidee  will  conclude  this  general  report 
on  the  state  of  the  currency,  by  examining  briefly, 
the  foundation  on  which  the  present  circulating 
medium  is  based.  The  committee  believe,  the 
present  circulation  in  the  state  principally  consists 
of  the  notes  of  those  banks  whose  nominal  capitals 
are  small,  and  composed  principally  of  the  notes 
of  the  individual  stockholders,  called  stock-notes. 
So  that  the  security  of  the  public  consists  of  the 
private  fortunes  of  individual  stockholders,  and 
those  fortunes,  in  a great  measure,  consist  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank,  for  which  they  have  given  their 
notes;  so  that  the  bank  is  enriched  by  holding  their 
notes,  and  they  are  enriched  by  holding  the  stock 
of  the  bank:  And  as  these  banks  make  large  divi- 
dends, many  rapid,  and  what  are  considered  solid 
fortunes,  are  made.  Like  a boy  mounting  a sum- 
mit as  the  sun  is  setting,  suddenly  observes  his 
shadow  on  the  opposite  precipice,  (regardless  of 
the  gulph  between,)  is  astonished  to  see  how  tall 
he  has  grown;  when  night  ensues,  ere  he  is  aware, 
he  is  plunged,  shadow,  substance  and  all,  in  the 
abyss  below,  covered  with  darkness  and  despair. 
Such  the  committee  extremely  apprehend  will  be 
the  result  of  many  of  the  present  institutions,  and 
bring  ruin  and  distress  on  the  country,  unless  they 
change  their  mode  of  business. 

The  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  tliere  are  a number,  of  banks  in 
this  state  with  real  and  solid  capitals,  but  whose 
circulation  is  small,  and  consequently  their  devi- 
dends;  whose  affairs  are  conducted  with  prudence 
and  care,  and  from  whom  the  public  have  nothing 
to  apprehend. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  coincide  fully  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  his  excellency  on  the  subject 
of  banks,  in  his  speech,  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  where  he  says: — 

“The  evils  arising  from  the  disordered  state  of 
our  currency,  have  been  aggravated  by  the  bank- 
ing operations  of  individuals,  and  the  unathoris.ed 
emissions  of  small  notes  by  corporations.  They 
require  the  immediate  and  correcting  interposition 
of  the  legislature.  I also  submit  it  to  your  serious 
consideration,  whether  the  incorporation  of  banks 
in  places  where  they  are  not  required  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  commerce,  |trade  or  manufactures, 
ought  to  be  countenanced.  Such  institutions  hav- 
ing but  few  deposits  of  money,  must  rely  for  their 


profits  principally  upon  the  circulation  of  their 
notes,  and  they  are  therefore  tempted  to  extend 
it  beyond  their  faculties.  These  bills  are  diffused 
either  in  shape  of  loans,  or  by  appointing  confiden- 
tial agents  to  exchange  them  for  those  of  other  es- 
tablishments. But  the  former  mode  being  condu- 
cive to  profit,  is  at  first  generally  adopted;  arid  in 
the  early  stages  of  their  operations,  discounts  are- 
liberally  dispensed.  This  produces  an  apparent 
activity  of  business,  and  the  indications  of  pros- 
perity. But  it  is  all  fictitious  and  deceptive,  re- 
sembling the  hectic  heat  of  consuming  disease, 
not  the  genial  warmth  of  substantial  keallh;  a re- 
action soon  takes  place.  These  bills  are  in  turn 
collected  by  rival  institutions,  or  passed  to  the 
banks  of  the  great  cities,  and  payment  being  re- 
quired, the  only  resource  left  is  to  call  in  their 
debts,  and  exact  partial  or  total  returns  of  their 
loans.  The  continual  struggle  between  conflicting 
establishments  to  collect  eacri  other’s  notes,  oc- 
casions constant  apprehension.  The  sphere  of 
their  operations  is  narrowed.  Every  new  bank 
contracts  the  area  of  their  paper  circulation;  and 
after  subjecting  the  communities  within  their  re- 
spective  spheres  of  operation  to  the  pernicious  vi- 
cissitudes of  loans,  at  one  period  profusely  grant- 
ed, and  at  another  parsimoniously  withheld,  they 
finally  settle  down  into  a state  of  torpid  inaction,- 
and  become  mere  conduits  of  accommodation  to  a 
few  individuals.  The  legislature  are  then  solicited 
to  apply  a remedy  by  the  incorporation  of  other 
banks,  whereas,  every  new  one  of  this  description, 
unless  attended  by  peculiar  circumstances,  parali- 
zes  a portion  of  capital  and  augments  the  general 
distress.  The  banishment  of  metallic  money,  the 
loss  of  commercial  confidence,  the  exhibition  of 
fictitious  capital,  the  increase  of  civil  prosecutions, 
multiplication  of  crimes,  the  injurious  enhance- 
ment of  prices,  and  the  dangerous  extension  of 
credit,  are  among  the  mischiefs  which  flow  from 
this  state  of  things.  And  it  is  worthy  of  serious 
inquiry,  whether  a greater  augmentation  of  such 
institutions  may  not  in  course  of  time  produce  an 
explosion  ih&t  wWl  demolish  the  tvltole  system.  The 
slow  and  periodical  returns  of  husbandry  being 
incompetent  to  the  exigencies  of  banking  estab- 
lishments, the  agrictiltural  interest  is  the  principal 
sufferer  by  these  proceedings.” 

If  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  be  true,  and 
your  committee  have  no  doubt  they  are,  together 
witli  others  equally  reprehensible  and  to  be  dread- 
ed, such  as,  that  their  influence  too  frequently,  nay 
often,  already  begins  to  assume  a species  of  dicta- 
tion altogether  alarming,  and  unless  some  judici- 
ous remedy  is  provided  by  legislative  wisdom,  we 
shall  soon  wi^tness  attempts  to  control  all  selections 
to  office  in  oiir  counties,  nay,  the  elections  to  this 
very  legislature.  Senators  and  members  of  assem- 
bly will  be  indebted  to  banks  for  their  seats  in  this 
Capitol,  and  thus  the  wise  ends  of  our  civil  instiUi- 
tions  will  be  prostrated  in  the  dust  by  coj'porations 
of  their  own  creation.  It  is  therefore  evident,  the 
deleterious  poison  has  already  taken  deep  root  and 
requires  immediate  legislative  interference  with 
their  utmost  energy. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  this  legislature  may  have 
more  full  and  substantial  information  on  the  sub- 
jectjthan  it  is  possible  for  your  committee  to  obtain , 
they  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution. 

liesolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur 
lierein,)  that  a joint  committee  of  the  senate  and 
assembly  be  appointed,  to  enquire  into  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  the  several  incorporated 
banks  within  this  state  have  administered  the  trust 
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granted  to  them,  and  whether  any  or  either  of  the 
officers,  agents  or  directors,  or  other  persons  by 
them  authorized,  have  secretly  or  impliedly  divert- 
ed any  part  of  tlie  funds  thereof  to  any  improp'er 
purposes— -or  have  made  use  of  any  undue  means 
for  the  purpose  of  forcing  their  paper  into  circula- 
tion, and  whether  they  have,  during  the  last  eigh- 
teen months,  promptly  and  willingly  complied  with 
all  the  demands  made  upon  them  for  the  payment 
of  their  notes  in  specie — and  whether  any  or  either 
of  the  said  officers,  agents  or  directors,  have  been 
guilty  of  any  fraudulent  or  usurious  practices  as 
such^ — and  whether  either  or  any  of  them  have 
used,  or  now  do  use,  any  of  the  founds  of  either  of 
the  said  banks  for  covenous  or  oppressive  pur- 
poses— that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  they  report  their  pro- 
ceedings herein  to  this  legislature  with  all  conve- 
nient speed.  ISAAC  PIERSON,  Chairman. 


Hudson  and  Champlain. 

We  see  an  interesting  essay  in  the  Albany  Daily 
Advertiser  about  the  contemplated  canal  to  unite 
the  waters  of  lake  Champlain  with  those  of  the 
Hudson.  Having  inserted  in  the  previous  volumes 
of  the  Register  several  official  reports  on  this  great 
concern,  we  shall  content  ourselves  at  present  with 
abstracting  the  statistical  facts  contained  in  the 
essay  before  us. 

Champlain  has  a good  sloop  navigation,  with 
seven  feet  water,  a distance  of  150  miles;  and  its 
shores  being  indented  by  deep  bays,  the  margin  of 
the  lake  gives  an  extent  of  such  navigation  of  nearly 
500  miles.  That  the  canal  i^ill  open  a communi- 
cation between  St.  John’s,  in  Canada,  and  the  city 
of  New  York,  a distance  of  380  miles,  the  canal 
itself  being  60. 

The  counties  of  Clinton  and  Essex,  bordering  on 
the  west  of  Champlain,  cover  an  area  of  3000 
square  miles — the  ceuntry  is  mountainous,  but 
abounds  in  iron,  and  fuel  is  in  great  abundance. 

That  part  of  Vermont,  on  the  east  side,  lying 
between  the  lake  and  the  green  mountains,  contains 
4000  square  miles,  of  prime  quality  land;  well 
cultivated  and  capable  of  furnishing  a great  export, 
if  a market  of  easy  access  was  presented. 

Ten  rivers  or  streams  empty  into  the  lake,  down 
which  timber,  &c.  may  be  floated.  A large  part 
of  the  timber  that  has  been  shipped  to  England 
from  Canada,  was  brought  from  the  forests  on  Cham- 
plain. 

After  enumerating  the  items  transported,  it  is 
estimated  that  such  transportations  cost  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  no  less  than ^220, 000, 
in  the  years  1812,  13  and  14 — to  supply  the  army 
and  shipping  in  that  quarter — 8800  tons  of  military 
stores,  &c.  being  transported. 

The  exports  from  Champlain  to  Canada,  during 
the  year  1816  and  17,  are  estimated  as  follows: 
11,000  bbls  pot  and  pearl  ashes;  1,900,000  feet 
boards  and  plank;  96(^,000  cubit  feet  squared  oak 
and  pine  timber;  7,000  roasts  and  spars,  the  gross 
weight  of  which  is  estimated  at  30,000  tons. 

The  shipping  of  those  articles  from  Quebec 
gave  employment  to  50  ships,  of  300  tons  each,  per 
year.  Besides  the  beefl  pork,  flour,  butter,  &c.  5cc. 
sent  to  that  market  from  the  same  country. 

The  opening  of  the  canal,  it  is  believed,  would 
immediately  divert  from  Canada,  and  send  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  not  less  than  40,000  tons  of  ma- 
terials, vegetable  and  animal  food,  See.  What  will 
be  the  amount  in  ten  years  after  such  a communica- 
tion is  opened.^ 


Highest  Mountains. 

Late  travellers  in  the  interior  of  India  give  us 
an  account  of  a chain  of  mountains  rising  from  the 
valley  of  JVepaid,  called  the  “Himalaya  chain” — 
the  summit  of  whose  highest  peak  is  estimated  at 
26,462  feet,  or  about  five  miles  above  the  level  of 
the  sea — there  are  four  other  peaks  nearly  as  high. 
See  last  vol.  W.  R.  page  45. 

Chimborazo,  the  highest  point  of  the  Andes,  in 
Soutli  America,  had  always  been  considered  as  the 
most  elevated  part  of  the  globe,  being  21,450  feet, 
or  nearly  four  miles  high.  St.  Elias,  on  the  N.  W. 
coast,  is  17,840  feet  high. 

A scale  of  mountains  in  grand  perspective,  has 
been  recently  published  in  London  by  Mr.  .Tames 
Carey,  which  we  are  informed  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
engravers  at  Philadelphia,  for  re  publication.  It  is 
spoken  as  a very  useful  and  interesting  perform- 
ance. 

The  highest  of  the  Alps,  Mount  Blanc,  is  15,630 
— the  highest  point  of  the  Pyrenees  11,265. 
Teneriffe  and  Atlas  about  13,000.  Arrarat  12,700. 
Ophir,  in  Sumatra,  12,955.  Mount  Egmont,  New 
Zealand,  15,304.  Highest  point  in  Otaheite,  10,895. 
Sierra  Nevarda,  in  Spain,  11,801.  Summit  of  the 
Carparthian  chain,  8,458 — ditto  of  the  Alleganies 
3,955.  Mount  Reasengeburg,  in  Germany,  5,238. 
Snowden,  in  Wales  3571.  Ben  Nevis,  in  Scotland, 
4,380.  Highest  of  the  Norwegian  chain  8,114. 
Hecla,  in  Iceland,  about  5,000.  In  the  Azores  7,016. 
Caucasus  9,585.  Mount  Libanus  9,526.  Gete,  in 
Java,  8,500. 

The  plain  of  Quito  is  9,621  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  The  city  of  St.  Fe  de  Bagota,  8,506. 
The  valley  of  Mexico  7,521.  The  city  of  Valladolid 
in  Mexico,  6,396.  The  valley  of  Nepaul  4,600. 

United  States^  Armories. 

[Abstract  from  the  official  report] 

Armory — Harper\  Ferry.  1798  to  1817,  inclusive. 
Muskets — made  82,727 

do.  repaired  5,379 

Rifles — made'  11,870 

Pistols  do.  4,100 

Total  amount  expended,  including  pur- 
chases, buildings,  repairs,  &c.  gl, 858, 398  09 

Armory — Springfield.  1795  to  1817,  inclusive. 
Muskets— made  128,559 

do.  repaired  45,800 

Carbines— made  1,202 

Total  amount  of  expenditures,  includ- 
ing purchases,  buildings,  repairs, 

&c.  ^ g 1,820, 122  18: 

It  is  estimated  that  at  Hai'per’s  Ferry  the  cost  of 
muskets  is  Jgl4  25  each. 

The  same  at  Springfield  JS13  56  ea»h. 

The  stock  and  tools  and  unfinished  work  at  Har- 
per’s ferry  is  estimated  to  be  worth  ^256,000. 

The  same  at  Sringfield  at  gill, 545  56. 

The  value  of  the  public  lands  and  buildings  at 
those  armories,  is  given  at,  at  least,  g 100,000. 


Internal  duties  and  direct  tax. 

We  have  just  received  a large  volume  of  statements 
relating  to  the  internal  duties  and  direct  tax — 
read  in  congress,  Dec.  5,  1817. 

Having,  in  the  12th  vol.  of  the  Register,  page  83  to 
88  inclusive  of  both,  presented  a very  extensive 
view  of  the  amount,  collection,  &c.  of  those  du- 
I ^Tiesand  taxes  for  preceding  years,  the  following 
» may  afford  all  the  additional  information  requir- 
’ ed. 
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General  view  of  the  internal  duties  for  1816. 


ACCBUING  DUTIES,  VIZ; 


dolls,  cts. 


On  licenses  for  stills  and 
boilers  employed  on  do- 
mestic materials,  824,443  77 

Foreign  materials,  123,990  54 

On  spirits  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials,  at  20 
cents  per  gallon,  732,644  40 

at  25  cents  per  gallpn,  262,649  87 

Do.  from  foreign  materials 

at  20  cents  per  gallon,  59,035  21 


948,434  31 


1,054,329  58 

On  carriages  - - - 130,476  62 

On  licenses  to  retailers  - - 812,647  17 

On  sales  at  auction  - - 729,109  00 

On  refined  sugar  - - - 141,334  94 

On  stamps,  viz: 

On  stamped  and  bank  notes  362,537  37 
By  compounding  banks  99,448  32 


On  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise manufactured  in  the  United 
States, 

On  household  furniture,  and  gold  and 
silver  watches 

Interest  and  additions  received  on  du- 
ties not  punctually  paid 

Moiety  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfei- 
tures 


461,985  69 

196,301  59 
128  ,655  75 
33,446  38 
9,748  36 


4,646,469  29 

Deduct — Amount  of  duties  refunded 
or  rerhitted  12,669  95 


Total  accruing  duties  4,633,799  34 

Add — Balances  due  on  December  31st 
1815,  viz: 

In  bonds  uncollected  848,404  05 
In  duties  not  bonded  1,485,126  73 

2,333,530  78 


Total— Of  accruing  duties  in  1816,'^ 
and  of  duties  outstanding  on  C g6,967,330  12 
Dec.  31st,  1815,  \ ' 


Amount  of  duties  received  by  the 
collectors,  ^5,314,561  38 


Amount  of  payments  to  the  trea- 
surer, 027,671  56 


Expenses  of  collection, 
consisting  of  contin- 
gent expenses 
Measuring  stills 
Commission 
Extra  allowances  by 
the  president,  [see 
note  2,] 

Allowances  under  2d 
sec,  act  of  3d  March, 
1815 


16,805  63 
953  65 
217,712  70 


11,766  44 


6,202  00 

the 


Being  4 8-10  per  centum  on 
amount  paid  into  the  treasury 
Balances  on  the  31st  Dec.  1816,  viz: 
In  bonds  uncollected  1,142,360  89 

In  duties  not  bonded  319,984  41 
In  cash  and  treasury  notes  479,954  18 


253,440  42 


1,942,299  48 


notes. 

1.  There  remains  to  be  received  partial  returns 
from  ten  districts,  by  which  when  received,  this 
statement  will  be,  in  a small  degree  varied.  As, 
moreover,  it  is  formed  from  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lectors as  transmitted  to  this  office,  uncorrected  by 
the  revision  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  several  items  of  which  it  consists  will  not 
precisely  balance  or  correspond  with  the  results  of 
the  accounts  as  finally  settled. 

2.  The  whole  sum  allowed  by  the  president  for 
the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  the  internal 
duties  for  the  year  1816,  amounts  to  ^20,110. — 
There  having  been  received  from  the  direct  tax 
1^3,768,545  2,  and  from  the  duties  1^5,314,561  38. 
In  the  foregoing  general  view  a proportionate  part 
of  the  whole  allowance  is  charged  to  the  duties, 
viz:  gl  1,766  44,  the  residue  being  properly  charge- 
able to  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax.  A.s  the 
whole  of  these  allowances  were  made  after  the 
close  of  the  year  1816,  and  after  the  accounts  of 
the  collectors  were  rendered,  they  were  satisfied 
out  of  the  duties  accruing  in  1817,  to  which,  on 
the  books  of  the  treasury,  they  will  appear  to  be 
charged. 

A like  apportionment  has  been  made ‘of  the  al- 
lowances provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  March  3d,  1815,  in  cases  where  the  annual  com- 
missions of  a collector  do  not  exceed  ^1000. 

Revenue  oJiceyJVov.  26,  1817. 

Aggregate  statement  respecting  the  direct  tax  receiv- 
ed in  the  year  1816. 


STATES. 

Amounts 
received  by 
the  col  lec- 
tors. 

Paid  to  the 
treasurer. 

Expenses  of 
collection. 

dolls,  cts 

dolls,  cts. 

dolls.  cts. 

New-Hampshire 

106,861  48 

112,464  56 

7,330  61 

Massachusetts 

566,826  62 

529,875  77 

26,660  58 

Vermont 

104,123  00 

138,153  23 

8,510  33 

Rhode-Island 

56,950  12 

65,921  -33 

3,699  30 

Connecticut 

159,048  11 

154,487  60 

7,717  82 

New-York 

3,670  07 

2,011  06 

111  39 

New-Jersey 

99,796  14 

93,435  21 

5,254  80 

Pennsylvania 

706,192  50 

664,398  07 

29,599  00 

Delaware 

47,143  18 

40,408  87 

2,696  00 

Maryland 

233,494  22 

204,817  42 

9,451  38 

Virginia 

705,840  47 

638,281  27 

35,687  69 

North  Carolina 

398,922  85 

371,306  17 

20,036  72 

Kentucky 

340,755  62 

318,857  68 

18,875  14 

Tennessee 

205,097  38 

195,696  76 

10,666  78 

Louisiana 

20,656  58 

17,890  50 

1,273  60 

District  of  Columbia 

13,166  68 

12,645  82 

552  96 

Total  1 

3,768,545  0S> 

3,560,651  32 

188,024  10 

Add  amount  of  extra  allowances  by  the  president, 
properly  chargeable  to  the  collection  of  the  direct 
tax  .... 

Add  amount  of  allowances  under  2d  section  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1815,  properly  chargeable  to  col- 
lection of  direct  tax  . . - - 


8,343  56 
4,398  00 


Being  5 3-10  per  cent,  on  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasurj . 
Revenue  office,  Nov.  26,  1817. 


Mortality— -Philadelphia — 18 17- 

Deaths  in  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  entire  year  1817 — population  estimated  at 
120,000. 

Adults  1293 

Children  924 


Total  2217 

Fewest  deaths  in  November,  142;  greatest  num- 
ber in  September,  233.  Under  1 year  548;  1 to  5, 272; 
5 to  20,  i 69;  20  to  30,  256;  30  to  40,  325;  40  to  50, 
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222;  50  to  60, 162;  60  to  70,  106;  7 0 to  80,  84;  80  to 
90,  61;  90  to  100,  11;  100  to  110,  1. 

Diseases.  Consumption  349;  convulsions  167;  va- 
rious fevers,’of  which  95  were  Typhus,  216;  infla- 
mations  121;  Dropsy,  64;  do  in  the  breast  20;  do. 
in  the  brain  65;  cholera  morbus  137  ; still  born  110; 
child  bed  5;  natural  small  pox  52,  &c.  &c. 


Iron— imported. 

Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  manufactured 
iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  from  the 
1st  of  July  1816,  to  the  30th  of  June  1817. 


Wherice  imported. 

Manufactured 
by  rolling  « | 

Manufactured  ^ 
otherwise.  ^ 

___  1 

Russia  . . - - 

: • 

113,979 

Sweden  . - - - 

200 

202,113^ 

Swedish  West  Indies 

6,178 

Denmark  and  Norway  - 

11,856 

Danish  West  Indies  - 

530 

Holland  .... 

3,090 

Dutch  West  Indies  - 

200 

173 

England  .... 

37,267 

75,987 

Scotland  . - . - 

2,379 

Ireland  - - - - 

1 : 

British  West  Indies  - 

20 

87 

Do.  American  colhnies  - 

323 

1,128 

Hamburg,  Bremen,  &c. 

1,398 

35,242 

Prance  on  the  Atlantic  - 

14 

5,402 

Spain  on  the  Mediterranean 

230 

Floridas  - 

4 

44 

Spanish  West  Indies  - 

389 

546 

Portugal  - 

1,397 

Madeira  - - - - 

128 

2,244 

Fayal  and  the  other  Azores 
Cape  de  V erd  Islands 
Italy 

Triest  and  other  Austrian  ports 
Ail  other  places 


T otal 


Cwt. 


398 

1,324 

278 


42,312  462,193 


Previous  to  the  1st  July,  1816,  iron  in  bars  and 
bolts  being  subject  to  an  advalorem  duty,  the  quan- 
tity imported  can  only  be  ascertained  subsequent 
to  that  period. 

Treasury  depnrlmentt 

Evgisttr's  office,  Feb.  21,  1818. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

QC^The  iron  exported  for  the  jear  ending  Sept. 
30,  1817 — was 

Rolled  cwt.  24,430 

Hammered  9,202 

More  than  a halfof  which  went  to  Morocco  and  the 
Barbary  states — nearly  7000  cwt.  to  the  Spanish 
West  India  and  American  colonies — about  4000 
cwt.  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  1490  cwt.  to 
Hamburg,  Bremen,  &c.  the  remainder  in  small  par- 
cels to  sundry  places. 


Alabama  Legislature. 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council,  and  of  the  house 
of  representatives: 

I beg  leave  to  tender  to  you  my  congratulations 
on  the  first  meeting  of  the  general  a,ssembly  of 
the  Alabama  territcw. 


The  circumstances  of  our  country,  under  which 
you  have  convened,  present  a most  gratifying  spec- 
tacle, and  claim  our  most  devout  gratitude.  While 
the  habitation  of  man  in  many  por  ions  of  the  earth, 
is  the  residence  of  poverty,  oppression  and  wretch- 
edness, the  people  of  our  highly  favored  nation, 
are  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  every  blessing. 
The  rights  of  persons  and  of  property  are  carefully 
protected;  and  alike  open  to  all  is  the  road  to 
wealth,  and  fame  and  public  honors.  At  peace, 
(except  with  a part  of  our  Indian  neighbors,)  and 
prosperous  beyond  example,  we  may  review  with 
pride  the  scenes  of  war  which  are  past,  and  indulge 
the  most  pleasing  anticipations  of  the  future.  The 
high  destiny  of  the  territory  for  which  you  are 
called  to  legislate,  we  cannot  fail  to  contemplate 

with  peculiar  satisfaction. -Ample  in  extent, 

abounding  in  navigable  waters,  and  rich  in  the 
advantages  of  soil  and  climate,  the  period  cannot 
be  distant,  when  the  haunt  of  the  savage  will  be- 
come the  dwelling  place  of  civilized  man,  and  the 
forests  of  the  wilderness  be  converted  into  fruit- 
ful fields. 

I am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  that  in  the  discharge 
ofyour  duties,  you  will  find  the  strongest  incentives 
to  cultivate  harmony  among  yourselves — and  to 
aflTord  to  the  country,  thus  distinguished  by  the 
bounty  of  Providence,  all  the  benefits  of  which  it  is 
susceptible.  You  will  not  be  unmindful  that  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  correct  habits  among 
the  people,  and  wholesome  laws  impartially  and 
rigidly  executed,  are  essential  to  our  happiness 
and  prosperity.  To  promote  those  objects  it  is  im- 
portant— 1st,  that  schools,  and  the  means  of  educa- 
tion, should  be  provided  and  encouraged  to  the  ex- 
tent of  your  powers;  and  2d  that,  regarding  a pro. 
per  economy,  with  due  reference  to  the  obvious 
depreciation  in  the  exchangeable  value  of  money, 
sufficient  compensation  should  be  allowed  to  those 
who  may  devote  their  time  and  talents  to  the  pub- 
lic, to  ensure  the  services  of  competent  men.  Par- 
simony in  that  respect,  is  not  economy,  nor  is  it 
calculated  to  place  your  offices  equally  within  the 
reach  of  the  rich  and  the  poor.  Worth  and  capa- 
city are  not  exclusively  confined  to  those  who  can 
submit  to  pecuniary  sacrifices  for  public  honors. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  every  class  of  society;  and 
it  is  the  course  of  wisdom,  that  such  provision 
should  be  made,  as  will  render  the  public  service 
accessible  to  the  meritorious  in  every  situation  of 
life. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  the  subject  of  roads,  ferries  and  brid- 
ges. The  strength  of  a country  consists  in  its  po- 
pulation and  it  is  peculiarly  the  interest  of  this  ter- 
ritory to  invite  emigration  hither,  by  furnishing 
every  possible  facility  of  communication.  I am 
aware,  however,  that  under  existing  circumstances, 
the  object  cannot  be  wholly  attained  without  the 
interposition  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States. 

Your  attention  will  doubtless  be  directed,  at  an 
early  period  ofyour  session,  to  the  act  of  congress 
establishing  the  Alafbama  territory.  It  is  with  you 
to  make  the  necessary  provisions  respecting  the 
seat,  and  accommodation  of  the  government.  To 
you  also,  belongs  the  power  of  electing  a delegate 
to  congress,  and  of  nominating  six  persons  to  the 
president  of  the  U.  States,  three  of  whom  are  to 
be  selected  by  him  for  members  of  the  legislative 
council.  I have  moreover  to  apprize  you,  that 
Robert  Beauty,  esq.  has  resigned  his  seat  in  that 
body. 

It  will  not  escape  your  observation,  that  some 
provision  in  regard  to  the  representation  in  the 
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house  of  representatives,  together  with  a suitable 
modification  of  the  laws',  and  re-organization  of 
the  offices  within  your  control,  are  rendered  indis- 
pensable. And  I apprehend  you  may  also  deem  it 
advisable  to  change  the  boundaries  of  some  of  the 
existing  counties,  by  creating  new  counties,  or 
otherwise.  Under  that  impression  I have  abstained 
from  filling  appointments,  within  the  scope  of  my 
authority,  for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  the  result  of 
your  deliberations.  Unacquainted,  indeed,  with  the 
present  civil  and  military  arrangements  and  with- 
out the  means  of  ascertaining  who  are  in  office, 
except  by  application  to  the  former  executive,  de- 
lay in  that  respect  has  been  unavoidable. 

On  the  21st  December  last,  I received  a commu- 
nication from  major  general  Gaines,  requesting  that 
two  companies  of  militia  might  be  detached,  for  the 
defence  of  a part  of  our  southern  frontier.  A de- 
tachment has  been  ordered  accordingly  to  Fort 
Grawford,  for  two  months  service,  and  now  consti- 
tute a part  of  the  general’s  command. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  that  the  conven- 
tion of  Mississippi  have  forwarded  a petition  to  con- 
gress, soliciting  an  enlargement  of  that  state,  by 
uniting  the  boundary  of  this  territory  to  the  Tom- 
bigbee  river.  I consider  the  decision  of  that  ques- 
tion highly  important  to  the  people,  whose  interests  j 
are  committed  to  our  care.  The  present  line  ofj 
partition  has  been  deliberately  fixed  by  the  compe-j 
tent  authorities  and  voluntarily  accepted  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  state.  They  have  exercised  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  framing  a government  for 
themselves;  a privilege  which  I trust  will  not  be 
denied  to  our  fellow  citizens.  Nor  do  I perceive 
any  just  grounds  for  the  propo.sed  change,  or  any 
advantages  that  can  result  from  it.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  our  rivers,  is  a subject  of 
the  highest  interest;  and  when  equally  the  business 
of  separate  states,  it  is  always  difficult  if  not  im- 
practicable to  obtain  the  necessary  concert  for  ef- 
fecting the  object. 

I would  further  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  adopting  measures^  during  your  present 
session,  for  ascertaining,  previously  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  the  number  of 
inliabitants  within  our  limits. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the'T^rritory, 
necessarily  imperfect  as  it  is,  does  not  enable  me 
to  detail  particular  defects  m the  laws  or  to  specify 
the  appropriate  remedies.  Such  as  occur  to  me, 
will  constitute  the  subject  of  a future  message.  I 
have  however  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  the  le- 
gislative concerns  are  in  the  hands  of  those  wliose 
intelligence  and  patriotism,  furnish  a sure  guaran- 
tee for  a sure  and  judicious  and  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties. — And  I beg  you  to  be  assured, 
that  every  aid  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to 
contribute,  will  be  cheerfully  rendered. 

WM.  W.  BIBB 

Kt,  Scephens,  20th  Jan.  13 IS. 


Finances  of  Pennsylvania. 

Svief  abstract  from  the  repr/rt  of  the  committee  o f fi- 
nance in  the  hoxise  of  representatives,  JSlarch  5. 
The  capital  is  estimated  as  follows: 

Lands  unsold,  estimated  worth  ^100,000  00 

Principal,  interest  and  fees  due  on 

lands  s )ld  1,600,000  00 

IjoIs  and  lands  reserved  for  public  uses  100,000  00 
Liens  on  lands  in  the  seventeen  town- 
ships, Luzerne  countv,  under  the  act 
of  4th  April,  ir99  ' 50,000  00 

$1,830,000  00 


Sank  and  other  stock: 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania  1,500,000  00 

Bank  of  Philadelphia  523,300  00 

Farmers*  & Mechanics*  85,400  00 

Stock  in  turnpike  roads  404,866  04 

Bridge  and  stock  in  navi- 
gations 283,000  00 

2,798,563  04 

Loans  to  individuals  and  companies  61,295  53 
Debts  due  on  balances  settled  in  the 
auditor  general’s  office  256,599  15 

§4,966,457  72 


Statement  of  appropriations  and  payments  for  internal 
improvements  since  the  year  1809. 


Session  of 

Amounts. 

Payments, 

1809—10, 

No,  4, 

§4,900 

§4,400 

1810—11, 

34, 

856,150 

541,604 

1811—12, 

3, 

222,500 

66,200 

1812—13, 

0, 

91,100 

5,150 

1814— 15— 16, 

16, 

214,735 

74,368 

1816-17, 

46, 

425,500 

133,378 

Improvements, 

112 

§1,904,885 

§825,100 

Balance  for  which  the  state  stands  liable 

1,079,785 


§1,904,885 

The  following  exhibits  the  appropriations  of  mo- 
ney niade,  within  the  above  periods,  to  other  public 
works,  academies,  schools,  &c.  and  the,  sums  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  in  consequence  of  such  appro- 
priations. 

Appropriations.  Amount  paid  thereout 
§268,000  §156,886 

Balance  remaining  unpaid,  111,114 


§268,000 

Gratuities  to  soldiers,  Sec.  within  the  above  period. 
Old  soldiers  §7,200 

Purchase  of  arms,  &c.  in  the  late  war  56,732 
Amount  expended  in  the  late  war  and  paid 

919,626 

§983,558 

RECAFITCLATIOX. 


Appropriations.  Amount  paid. 

§1,904,885  §825,100 

^68,000  156,886 

983,558  983,558 


3,156,443  1,965,544 

Balance  remaining  unpaid  1,190,899 


§3,156,443 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  can- 
not be  estimated  at  a greater  sum  than  #433,474  63; 
and  the  annual  expenditures  to  the  support  of  the 
civil,  judicial  and  other  departments,  including 
pensions,  &c.  amounts  to  about  §304,177,53;  leav- 
ing a surplus  balance  of  only  §129,297,10. — Your 
committee  are  of  opinion  this  surplus  balance  is  in- 
adequate to  meet  tlie  demands  on  the  treasury  for 
the  redempi:  on  of  the  §1,190,899  remaining  unpaid 
on  appropriations  made,  without  a provision  to  an- 
ticipate by  loan. 

They  then  lay  before  the  legislature  three  plans 
to  meet  the  case.  1 — to  sell  a part  of  the  public 
stocks.  2 — to  authorize  a loan.  3— to  lay  a small 
du.ty  on  spirits  distilled,  to  be  collected  by  the 
county  treasurers,  and  make  the  revenue  derived 
therefrom  the  basis  of  a sinking  fund,  to  redeem  the 
lo-  n that  may  be  made  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
state  and  complete  the  improvements  already  com 
menced. 
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CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

March  6. — The  military  committee  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army — 
and  the  same  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  motion  yesterday  made  by  Mr.  Campbellf  was 
agreed  to  in  the  following  words: 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  the  law  prescribing  the 
mode  in  which  the  public  acts,  records,  and  jVidi- 
cial  proceedings,  in  each  state  shall  be  authenti- 
cated, so  as  to  take  , effect  in  every  other  state,  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  the  several  territories  of  the  U,  States. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  business  the 
senate  adjourned  to  INIonday. 

March  9. — The  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  navy,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  and  read  a third  time  and  finally  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  other  house  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  concerning 
certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  were  taken  up;  and  all  having  been 
agreed  to,  save  that  which  goes  to  strike  out  cer- 
tain words,  and  has  the  effect  to  permit  those  who 
already  receive  a pension  from  any  individual  state 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act;  on 
the  question  on  concurring  with  this  enlargement 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  vote  stood  thus: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Campbell,  Crittenden,  Daggett^  Eppes, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson, 
King,  Morril,  Otis,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  ot  Ten.— 22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Dickerson,  Lacock,  Leake,  Macon,  Morrow, 
Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Storer.— 10. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  being  all  concur- 
ed  in,  the  bill  finally  passed. 

The  engrossed  resolution  of  Mr.  Dickersm^  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  election  of  senators  and  re- 
presentatives in  congress,  and  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  in  an  uniform  manner,  by  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  United  States,  having  been 
read,  ‘'shall  the  resolution  pass  the  senate.'”’  the 
question  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Canjpbell,  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hunter,  Johnson, King,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Morrow,  Noble,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  Williams 
of  Miss.  Williams  of  Tenn.— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Daggett,  Eppes,  Horsey,  Leake,  Morrill,  Otis 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Storer,  Tait,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke— 13  , 

So  less  than  two  thirds  of  the  senate  having  vot- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  the  resolve  was  rejected. 

March  10. — Mr.  iS/orei’ submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution; 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  which  so  frequently  prevent  the  due  arrival 
of  the  public  mail.”  [Mr.  llobertson  made  a simi- 
lar motion  in  the  house,  but  with  special  reference 
to  the  mail  to  and  from  New-Orleans — the  arrival  of 
which  is  always  uncertain,] 

Tl'."'  other  proceedings  of  this  day  had  very  lit- 
tle present  interest. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday  March,  6. — Among  the  petitions  present- 
ed to-day  was  one  by  IMr.  Butler,  from  maj.  gen. 
John  Stark,  representing  Inis  necessitous  circum- 
stances, and  praying  that  the  bounty  of  the  national 
government  may  be  extended  to  him  in  the  decline 
oi  his  days,  in  consideration  of  Ids  faithful  services 
in  defence  of  his  country;  which  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

After  a variety  of  business — Tlie  liouse  on  motion 
of  Air.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a 


committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chair,  on 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  15th  De- 
cember, on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement. 

The  report  of  the  committee  concludes  with  the 
following  resolution: 

**Resolved,  That  in  order  to  promote  and  give 
security  to  the  internal  commerce  among  the  se- 
veral states;  to  facilitate  the  safe  and  expeditious 
transportation  of  mails,  by  the  improvement  of 
post  roadk,  with  the  assent  ofthe  respective  states; 
to  render  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means 
and  provisions  necessary  for  the  common  defence, 
by  the  construction  of  military  roads,  with  the  like 
assent  of  the  respective  states;  and  for  such  other 
internal  improvements  as  may  be  within  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  general  government,  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  sum  be  paid  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  20th  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  dividend  wliich  shall  arrise  from  their  shares 
in  its  capital  stock,  be  constituted  as  a fund  for  in- 
ternal improvement.” 

The  resolution  being  read,  and  the  question  pro- 
pounded on  its  adoption,  some  discussion  took 
place  on  a motion  that  the  committee  rise,  (made 
with  a view  to  prevent  a discussion  of  the  principle 
of  the  resolution)  which  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive; after  which  several  gentlemen  delivered  them 
sentiments  on  the  main  subject,  and  a good  deal  of 
discussion  took  place  on  incidental  questions  which 
arose. 

The  committee  rose  without  taking  any  ques- 
tion, obtained  leave  to  sit  again;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday  March  7.  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  joint 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a resolution  that  tlie  president  of  the  senate 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  be 
authorized  to  adjourn  their  respective  houses  on 
the  13th  of  April  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  and  re- 
volutionary claims  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  for  five  years  to  the 
widow  and  infant  children  of  John  Paulding,  de- 
ceased, one  ofthe  incorruptible  captors  of  major 
Andre,  the  annual  pension  heretofore  granted  to 
the  said  John  Paulding  for  his  distinguished  merits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  roads,  canals  and 
seminaries  of  learning,  be  instructed  to  enquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  con- 
structing a navigable  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of 
Narragansett  bay  and  Long  Island  bay,  by  Taunton 
river.. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  authoriz- 
ing the  people  of  Michigan  territory  to  send  a de- 
legate to  congress. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  question  of  roads  and  canals;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  was  consumed  in  debating  it. 

Mr..  Jjowndes  having  withdrawn  his  proposed 
substitute,  the  question  recurred  on  the  resolution 
originally  reported  by  tlie  select  committee. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Va.  then  addressed  the  house  in 
a speech  of  an  hour  and  a half  against  the  report. 

Mr.  Barbour  followed,  in  a speech  of  two  hours 
on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  C'/a^  replied  to  those  gentlemen  in  a speech 
of  an  hour  and  a half. 

And  the  committee  rose  at  a late  hour,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 
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[The  Intelligencer,  says  ‘*the  debate  which  has  al- 
ready taken  place  has  been  distinguished  by  uncom- 
mon ability  and  by  traits  of  profound  reflection 
on  the  subject.  As  this  question  will  be  solemnly 
decided,  and,  it  may  be,  conclusively  settled,  on 
this  occasion,  we  need  not  say  that  the  debate 
shall  be  laid  before  the  public.’*  (We  also  shall 
preserve  some  of  the  speeches  in  the  Registeh.} 

Monday,  March  9.  [Several  reports  were  deli- 
Tered,  and  certain  proceedings  took  place,  to  be 
noticed  as  they  advance  to  maturity.] 

Mr.  Butler  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen. 
John  Stark,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  adjournment  of 
congress  on  the  13  th  day  of  April  next,  received  its 
third  reading. 

This  produced  considerable  debate — but  the  re- 
solution was  finally  agreed  to — 101  to  46.  Congress 
must  be  very  industrious,  indeed,  to  get  through  a 
reasonable  portion  of  the  business  before  them. 

The  bill  respecting  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  New -York,  was 
taken  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  the  question 
having  been  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading— 

And,  after  the  facts  were  explained  by  Mr.  Spen- 
cer and  others,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engro.ss- 
ed.  [Passed  the  next  day] 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

Treasury  department,  March  6,  1818. 

Sis — In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  entitled 
*‘An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain 
banks  in  Jhe  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unincorporated  as- 
sociations within  the  said  district,”  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  state,  that  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
banks  embraced  by  the  said  act,  have  deposited  in 
this  department  statements  of  the  situation  of  the 
said  banks  respectively,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1818. 

From  an  attentive  examination  of  these  state- 
ments, I am  of  opinion  that  the  concerns  of  these 
banks  have  been  prudently  conducted;  that  there  is 
no  just  reason  to  doubt  their  solidity,  and  that  there 
exists  no  cause  of  danger  arising  from  any  kind  of 
mismanagement. 

I have  the  honor,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  H.  Clay, 

Speaker  o f the  house  of  representatives. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  ilhe  committee 
on  the  question  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  Cushman  delivered  a speech  of  nearly  two 
hours  in  length,  in  favor  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Austin  delivered  one  of  equal  length,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Simpkins  followed,  in  a speech  of  half  an 
hour,  in  favour  of  the  report. 

When  the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed a little  before  six  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  March  10.  Among  the  reports  received 
to-day  was  one  delivered  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Mass, 
from  the  committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  on 
the  claims  from  Massachusetts  for  expenses  incur- 
red in  calling  out  her  militia,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of 
those  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  _ 
be  request  ed  to  lay  before  this  house  any  informa- 


tion he  may  possess,  which  can  be  communicated 
without  injury  to  the  public  good,  relative  to  Au- 
gustus Pierre  Clioteau,  Julius  Domun,  and  their 
company,  Robert  M'Knight,  James  Baird,  and  their 
company;  likewise,  J.  Harro,  captured  by  the  for- 
ces of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  confined  in  the  pri- 
sons of  Santa  Fe,  and  that  he  communicate  any 
information  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  place 
where  captured. 

And  a committee  was  appointed  to  present  the 
resolution  to  the  president. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house;  which  lies  on 
the  table  one  day  of  course; 

“After  six  days  from  the  commencement  of  a 
second  or  subsequent  session  of  any  Congress,  all 
legislative  business  which  at  the  close  ol  the  next 
preceding  session  remained  in  the  house  where  it 
originated,  shall  be  resumed  and  acted  on  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  an  adjournment  had  not  taken 
place.” 

The  house  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday — and  again  went  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  V.  spoke  more  than  an  hour 
against  the  resolution;  and 

Mr.  Lowndes  occupied  about  the  same  time  in  its 
support. 

A question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  all  the 
original  resolution  after  the  word  ‘^Resolved,**  and 
inserting  the  follcwing;  and  decided  in  the  aflSrma- 
tive— ayes  78,  noes  58. 

“That  congress  has  power  under  the  constitution 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  construction  of  post 
roads,  military  and  other  roads,  and  of  canals,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  water  courses.” 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  re- 
solution, offered  as  part  of  the  substitute  by  Mr, 
Lowndes,  and  agreed  to,  ayes  76,  noes  70,  as  follows : 
Resolved,  That  congress  has  power  under  the 
constitution  to  construct  post  roads  and  military 
roads,  provided,  that  private  property  be  not  taken 
for  public  use  without  just  compensation.” 

The  third  branch  of  the  substitute  was  also 
agreed  to,  as  follows,  ayes  70  noes  69. 

^^Resolved,  That  congress  has  power  under  the 
constitution  to  construct  roads  and  canals  necessa- 
ry for  commerce  between  the  states;  provided,  that 
private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  purposes, 
without  just  compensation.” 

Mr.  M rcer  proposed  to  add  another  resolution 
to  those  agreed  to,  which,  after  some  discussion, 
was  adopted,  ayes  75,  noes  63,  as  follows. 

**Resolved,  That  congress  has  power  under  the 
constitution,  to  construct  canals  for  military  pur- 
poses, provided  that  no  private  property  be  taken 
for  any  such  purpose  without  just  compensation 
being  made  therefor.” 

Mr.  Lownes  then  moved  the  adoption  of  an  addi- 
tional resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  sum  to 
be  paid  to  the  United  States  under  the  20ih  sec- 
tion of  tlie  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  tiie 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  tl»e  dividends  which 
sjiall  arise  from  tlieir  shares  in  its  capital  stock,  be 
constituted  as  afundfor  the  construction  of  road.s 
and  canals.” 

The  question  on  this  resolution  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  72,  noes  73. 

Af.er  some  other  proceedings  t'.te  committee  rose 
reported  progress,  kc.  and  the  house  adjourned 
at  5 o’clock. 

i fed  lies  day,  March  11-  Tho  speaker  presented 
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the  petition  of  Vincente  Pazos,  representing  him- 
self  to  be  the  agent  of  the  republics  of  Venezuela, 
New  Granada,  SiC.  complaining  of  the  capture  of 
Amelia  Island,  stating  that  application  had  been 
made  to  the  executive,  who  hadresused  justice,  as 
he  says,  and  praying  the  interposition  of  congress. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that  tlie  petition  should  not 
be  received.  This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cols- 
ton, Johnson,  of  Ky.  Harrison,  and  Robertson — and 

[The  memorial  was  read,  as  required.  It  pur- 
ports to  be  “the  memorial  of  Vincente  Pazos,  of 
Peru,  deputed  agent  of  the  authorities  acting  in 
the  name  of  the  representatives  of  Venezuela,  New 
Grenada  and  Mexico,’*  and  states  the  motives  of 
these  representatives  in  giving  authority  to  occupy 
Amelia,  8tc.  and  the  manifold  grievances  of  loss  of 
military  stores,  8cc.  as  well  as  of  the  military  posi- 
tion; complaining  also  of  a recent  decision  of  the 
admiralty  court  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in  the 
case  of  a prize  vessel,  and  denying  the  crimes  of 
smuggling  and  slave-dealing  imputed  to  the  occu- 
pants of  that  island.  The  memorial,  after  stating 
that  the  memorialist  has  addre.ssed  the  president 
of  the  United  States  on  this  subject,  and  has  receiv- 
ed an  answer  not  satisfactory  thereto,  concludes  as 
follows: 

“In  repeating  these  manifold  grievances  to  your 
honorable  house,  your  memorialist  looks  with  con- 
fidence for  that  dignified  and  sincere  support  of 
the  great  republican  cause  in  which  those  whom 
he  represents  are  so  deeply  engaged,  and  he  re- 
poses in  the  bosom  of  your  august  assemblies  those 
representations  depending  on  such  a redress  of 
grievance  as  shall  comport  with  the  honor,  dignity 
4ind  justice  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States.”] 

An  interesting  debate  took  place  on  this  memo- 
rial. It  was  regarded  by  some  as  an  act  of  great 
impertinence  for  a foreigner  thus  to  arraign  the 
conduct  of  the  president — that  if  the  bouse  wish- 
ed to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  conduct  of  ihe 
executive,  it  would  do  it  on  its  own  motion,  &c. 
Others  viewed  it  in  a different  light — as  a claim  for 
property  lost  by  acts  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  rigiit  of  petition  belonged  as  well  to  foreigners 
as  to  citizens,  &c.  However,  it  was  decided,  124  to 
28,  that  the  papei’  should  not  be  received. 

After  some  time  spent  in  considering  the  claims 
law,  as  it  is  commonly  called — 

The  liouse  again  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  respecting 
internal  improvements — the  debate  was  resumed 
on  the  main  question.  Mr.  Sawyer  and  Mr.  M. 
Nelson  opposed,  and  Messrs.  Jones,  of  Ten.  and 
Mr.  Colston  supported  the  resolutions. 

The  house  adjourned  after  a sitting  of  nearly 
eight  hours. 

Thursday^  March  12.  On  reading  the  journal  this 
morning,  in  the  accustomed  manner,  a discussion 
arose  as  to  the  mode  in  which  tiie  entry  had  been 
made  respecting  the  petition  of  Vincente  Pazos, 
presented  on  yesterday.  After  stating  the  official 
character  of  the  petitioner,  the  entry  proceeded  to 
ilescrike,  briefiy,  the  contents  of  the  petition,  and 
panicularly  to  state  that  the  petitioner,  having  fail- 
ed in  his  application  to  the  president  for  redress, 
applied  to  congress  for  relief. 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
tliat  described  the  contents  of  the  memorial,  as  it 
!iad  not  been  received;  a debate  ensued,  but  the 
house,  by  a large  majority,  overruled  the  motion, 
and  thus  sanctioned  the  entry  as  made  on  the  jour- 
nal 

Sundry  bills  were  reported.  Mr.  Lo~cndes,  from 
the  committee,  who  were  instructed  by  a resolu- 


tion of  the  4th  ult.  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
transfers  of  public  debt,  made  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  secure  the  payment  of  loans  made 
to  them,  made  a report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolutions  about  internal 
improvements.  Messrs.  H.  Nelson  and  Mercer  spoke 
against  them,  and  Messrs.  iJaldwin  and  Tucker,  in 
support  of  them.  The  committee  rose,  and  the 
house  adjourned  at  5 o’clock. 


CHRONICLE. 

Robbery  of  the  mail. — The  great  eastern  mail, 
which  left  Daltimore  for  Philadelphia  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  was  robbed  in  tlie  night,  when  within 
two  miles  of  Havre  de  Grace,  by  three  men  with 
blackened  faces,  determined  on  their  purpose,  and 
properly  equipped  to  execute  it.  They  made  a 
fence  across  the  road,  and  while  the  driver  and  Mr. 
Ludlow,  who  was  with  him,  M’ere  endeavoring  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  the  obstruction,  they  rush- 
ed upon  them  and,  with  pistols  at  their  breasts  , 
tied  them,  threatening  instant  death  in  case  of  re- 
sistance or  noise.  They  then  took  the  mail  and 
the  prisoners  a short  distance  into  the  woods,  and 
tying  the  latter  to  trees,  cut  open  the  mail  bags  and, 
gutted  the  letters  of  the  money  contained  in  them. 
This  employed  them  about  two  hours.  They  then 
brought  Mr.  L.  and  the  driver  back  to  the  road, 
tied  them  to  the  waggon,  and  mounted  the  horses 
and  made  off— it  was  two  hours  before  Mr.  Lud- 
low and  the  driver  could  extricate  themselves. — 
one  of  the  robbers  proposed  to  shoot  them  to  pre- 
vent a discovery;  but  the  others  objected,  saying 
they  had  accomplished  their  purpose,  and  blood- 
shed was  unnecssary. 

Qwem  Deus  vult  perdere  prius  dementat.  Two  of 
the  three  wretches  who  robbed  the  mail,  were  de- 
tected in  Baltimore  yesterday  morning  and  secur- 
ed. . About  20,000  dollars  were  found  upon  them. 
The  one  that  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  is 
yet  at  large — but  probably  will  be  caught.  Every 
citizen  is  deeply  interested  in  catching  liim. 

A countryman  for  abusing  his  horse  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  Baltimore  a few  days  ago,  was  brought 
before  the  city  court;  and,  on  his  apparent  repen- 
tance, fined  only  ^20,  and  discharged.  He  submit- 
ted the  case. 

A great  man  has  fallen — Gen.  George  Rogers 
Clark,  died  at  Locust  Grove,  in  Kentucky,  on  the 
loth  ult.  in  the  66ih  year  of  his  age.  He  was  con- 
sidered as  the  father  of  the  western  country.  Some 
particulars  of  his  life  may  be  expected  hereafter. 

The  Franklin  74  had  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  all 
well,  and  proceeded  to  Syracuse. 

The  Detroit  Gazette  says,  that  a majority  of  the 
votes  in  Michigan  territory  is  against  the  second 
grade  of  territorial  government! — The  result  is  pro- 
nounced “exlraordi.nary” 

Mr.  T.  J.  Rodgers,  at  present  a member  of  the 
senate  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  elected  to  con- 
gress in  the  room  of  John  Ross,  esq.  resigned. 

Savannah,  March  2)  A iecter  from  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  Darien  to  a gentleman  in  this  place 
states,  that  tlie  surveyor  of  that  harbor  had  seized 
seventy  eight  African  slaves  at  llie  Creek  Agency, 
and  that  tliey  were  on  their  way  to  Darien. 

have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  rejection 
of  Razos'  memorial;  but  have  not  either  lime  or 
room  to  insert  them. 

We  also  have  a copy  of  the  documents  m relation 
to  the  claims  of  our  merchants  for  property  seized, 
?tc.  by  which  shall  be  attended  to.] 
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Q^^’The  great  quaniity  of  docmiientaiy  articles 
that  presses  upon  us,  compels  a deferment  of  mis- 
cellaneous subjects,  original  and  selected.  In  the 
present  number  some  of  those  articles  are  disposed 
of — by  the  aid  of  a supplement,  we  expect  with 
our  next  to  get  through  with  the  volume  of  papers 
belonging  to  our  relations  with  Spain — after  which, 
the  remarks  on  banking  shall  be  resumed,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  end  first  contemplated.  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  we  observe  that  these  remarks  have 
been  copied  into  several  newspapers — and,  judg- 
ing from  many  private  letters  received,  they  ap- 
pear to  have  obtained  the  decided  approbation  of 
the  public  at  large.  A late  mission  to  Europe, 
and  the  condition  for  paying  the  dividends  of  the 
bank  in  London — shall  not  be  neglected. 

(L^The  editor  will  be  absent  from  home  the  en- 
suing week,  intending  to  visit  Washington  city — 
but  the  common  business  of  his  office  will  be  at- 
tended to  as  usual. 


Political  Memoranda. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  follov.  ing  very  interesting 

statement  to  the  JSTational  Intelligejicer. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  tlie  United 
States,  there  are  now,  out  of  184  members,  only 
six  who  were  members  of  the  tenth  congress, 
(1807-8-9)  and  have  continued  in  the  house  without 
intermission.  Of  those  who  were  members  of  that 
congress,  and  are  members  of  the  present  house, 
but  who  have  had  intermissions  of  service,  there 
are  but  six  or  seven.  Yet  the  principle  of  rotation 
is  even  more  strongly  illustrated,  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  though  intended  by  the  consti- 
tution to  be  the  more  permanent  service.  In  that 
body  there  is  but  one  individual  who  was  a*senator 
in  the  tenth  congress.  In  the  senate  at  present 
eight  members  out  of  forty  were  members  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  in  the  tenth  congress;  and 
of  the  present  house  of  representatives  two  mem- 
bers were  in  that  congress  senators  both  from  the 
state  of  Maryland. 

These  facts  afford  materials  for  much  reflection 
on  the  practical  operation  of  our  system  of  govern 
ment. 

It  may  be  added,  that  there  is  no  member  of 
the  executive  department  of  the  government  who 
was  then  concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment. Mr.  Monroe  was  then  a minister  abroad, 
and  Mr.  Adams  a member  of  the  senate.  Of  the 
present  governors  of  the  several  states,  there  is  not 
one  who  at  that  day  filled  the  same  office.  Of  the 
twenty,  two  were  then  representatives  in  congress. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  those 
who  have  attended  to  the  legislative  history  of  our 
country,  that,  with  the  growth  of  our  government, 
the  complexion  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
has  gradually  varied  from  that  which  it  appears  to 
have  worn  in  the  infancy  of  our  political  institu- 
tions; and  that  the  character  of  its  deliberations 
more  and  more  nearly  approaches  that  of  the  repre- 
sentative chamber. 

The  senate,  on  its  first  organization  under  this 
constitution,  secluded  itself  from  the  public  eye, 
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and  appears  to  have  been  considered  rather  in  th® 
light  of  a privy  council  to  the  president,  than  as  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature.  Indeed,  if 
we  mistake  not,  it  was  so  termed  in  conversation 
occasionally,  if  not  in  official  proceedings  of  that 
day.  There  are  not  many,  probably,  of  the  present 
generation  of  readers,  who  remember  the  fact,  that, 
in  the  first  session  of  the  first  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  president  Washington  personally  «ame 
into  the  senate,  when  that  body  was  engaged  on 
what  is  called  executive  business,  and  took  part  in 
their  deliberations.  When  he  attended,  he  took 
the  vice-pi-esident^s  chair,  and  the  vice-president 
took  that  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate;  one  or 
other  of  the  secretaries  occasionally  accompanied 
the  president  on  these  visits.  The  president  ad- 
dressed  the  senate  on  the  questions  before  tliemp 
and  in  many  respects  exercised  a power  in  respect 
to  their  proceedings,  which  would  now  be  deemed 
entirely  incompatible  with  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges. This  practice,  however,  did  not  long  con- 
tinue. An  occasion  soon  arose  of  collision  of  opi- 
nion between  the  president  and  the  senate,  on  some 
nomination,  and  he  did  not  afterwards  attend,  but 
communicated  by  message  what  he  desired  to  lay 
before  them. 

At  this  period  the  legislative  as  well  as  execu- 
tive proceedings  of  the  senate  were  always  trans- 
acted in  secret  session;  and  the  public  knew  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  government  only 
from  its  messages  to  the  other  house  announcing 
its  decisions.  It  became  evident,  however,  that, 
in  practice,  all  responsibility  to  the  constituent, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  ideal;  but  it  was 
not  until  the  20th  of  February,  1794,  after  a con- 
siderable struggle,  that  the  senate  came  to  a reso- 
lution that  its  legislative  proceedings  .should j after 
the  end  of  that  session,  he  public,  ami  that  galle- 
ries should  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of 
auditors.  On  this  question  we  find  the  yeas  and 
nays  registered,  nineteen  members  having  voted  for 
it,  and  eight  against  it. 

From  the  day  of  this  triumph  of  popular  princi- 
ples, the  senate  has  gradually  parted  with  the  cha- 
racter of  reserve,  which  appears  to  have  belonged 
to  it.  By  the  increase  of  its  numbers  from  the  ad- 
mission of  new  states  into  the  union,  its  legislative 
business  has  become  so  laborious,  that  its  peculiar 
character  of  an  executive  council  is  almost  over- 
looked, notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of 
this  feature  in  our  government;  and  the  debates  in 
the  senate  are  of  much  greater  length,  at  this  day, 
in  proportion  to  the  numbers  composing  the  body, 
than  those  of  the  house  of  repi’esentatives. 

It  has  long  been  a subject  of  regret,  tliat  the  de- 
bates in  the  senate  have  not  been  regularly  report- 
ed; and  we  perceive  that  regret  to  increase,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  senate  acquires  the  popular  charac- 
ter. We  shall  hereafter  divide  our  attention  more 
equally  between  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  avail  ourselves  of  any  aid  we  can  procure, 
to  give  satisfactory  reports  of  t!»e  proceedings  in 
the  senate  as  well  as  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, for  the  National  Intelligencer,  as  well  as  for 
a congressional  history,  which  we  have  an  idea  of 
1 undertaking. 
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^Exportations  from  the  United  States. 

Treasmy  department^  16th  Ja7i.  1818. 
Srn  — I I ave  the  lionor  to  transmit  a statement  of 
the  exports  of  tiie  United  States,  during’  the  year 
ending  the  30th  September,  1817,  amounting,  in  va- 
lue, on  articles 

Of  domestic  produce  or  manufacture, 

to  ^68,313, 500 

Of  foreign  produce  or  manufacture,  to  19,358,069 


g87, 671,569 


Which  articles  appear  to  have  been  exported  to  the 
following  countries,  viz; 


Domestic. 

Foreign. 

To  the  northern  countries  of 

Europe, 

S3, 828, 563 

2,790,408 

To  the  dominions  of  the  Ne- 

therlands, 

3,397,775 

2,387,543 

Do.  of  Great  Britain, 

41,431,168 

2,037,074 

Do.  of  France, 

9,717,423 

2,717,395 

Do.  of  Spain, 

4,530,156 

3,893,780 

Do.  of  Portugal, 

1,501,237 

333,586 

Ail  other. 

3,907,178 

5,198,283 

^68,313,500  19,358,069 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H CRAWFORD. 
The  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Statement  of  exports:,  the  produce  and  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  commencing  the  Is^  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1816,  and  ending  on  the  30fA  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1817. 


Species  of  merchandise. 

Quantity  or 
value. 

Fish  dried  or  smoked 

quintals 

267,514 

pickled 

barrels 

44,426 

ditto 

kegs 

15,551 

OH,  spermaceti 

gallons 

11,300 

whale  and  other  fish  . 

. do. 

460.888 

Whalebone 

pounds 

3,668 

Spermaceti  candles 

do. 

201,939 

Wood  staves  and  heading  . 

M. 

28,258 

shingles 

do. 

88.813 

hoops  and  poles 

. do. 

2,975 

boards  and  plank 

do. 

86,576 

hewn  timber  . 

tons 

25,005 

lumber  of  all  kinds 

dollars 

162,721 

masts  and  spars 

. do. 

69,724 

oak  bark  and  other  dye 

do. 

186,320 

all  manufactures  of 

. do. 

202,372 

Naval  stores,  tar 

barrels 

37,120 

pitch 

do. 

8,378 

rosin 

. do. 

8,038 

turpentine 

do. 

73,484 

Ashes,  pot 

tons 

8,348 

pearl  . . . . 

do. 

2,191 

Skins  and  furs  . 

dollars  J 

687,809 

Ginseng  .... 

pounds 

253,840 

B-ef  ..... 

barrels 

37,889 

P k . 

do. 

14,462 

Hams  and  bacon 

pounds 

341,419 

Taliow 

do. 

17,641 

Butter 

. do. 

670,387 

Cheese  . . . . . 

do. 

394.903 

Lard  .... 

. do. 

926,018 

Hides 

No.  of 

6 396 

Ho  ned  cattle  . 

. do. 

7.975 

Horses  . . . . . 

do. 

3,714 

Mules'  .... 

. do. 

132 

Species  of  merchandise.  iQuantityor 

value. 


Sheep  . . . . No.  of 

16,  C$48 

Hogs  , , 

, do. 

1,103 

Poultry  . . . , . 

dozens 

1,386 

Wheat  .... 

bushels 

96,407 

Indian  corn  .... 

do. 

387,454 

Rye 

. do. 

1,702 

Oats  ..... 

do. 

72,854 

Barley  ... 

. do. 

4,093 

Beans  . . 

do. 

824 

Peas  ..... 

. do. 

4,384 

Potatoes  .... 

do. 

103,211 

Apples  . . . 

barrels 

16,877 

Flour  . . . 0 . 

do. 

1,479,198 

Meal,  rye  .... 

. do. 

78,067 

Indian 

do. 

106,763 

bukwheat 

. do. 

57 

Shipstuff*  .... 

cwt. 

1,810 

Biscuit,  or  ship  bread 

barrels 

59,052 

do.  do.  . 

kegs 

63,194 

Rice  ..... 

tierces 

79,296 

Indigo  ..... 

pounds 

4,071 

Cotton,  sea  island  . 

do. 

8,101,880 

other  . 

. do. 

77,547.448 

Tobacco  .... 

bhds. 

62,365 

Flaxseed  .... 

bushels 

222,594 

Hops  . . . • « 

pounds 

3,735 

Mustard  .... 

. do. 

300 

Wax  ..... 

do. 

160,229 

Household  furniture  . 

dollars 

100,743 

Coaches  and  other  carriages  . 

do. 

37,290 

Hats 

do. 

14,148 

Saddlery  .... 

. do. 

14,661 

Beer,  porter  and  cider,  in  casks  gallons 

160,519 

bottles  do* 

13,511 

Boots  . . . . 

. pairs 

653 

Shoes,  leather 

. do. 

17,160 

Candles,  tallow 

pounds 

780,639 

wax 

do. 

8,808 

Soap  , , . . . 

. do. 

2,021,487 

Starch  ..... 

do. 

o50 

Snuflf  .... 

. do. 

5,080 

Tobacco,  manufactured 

do. 

1,115,874 

Leather  .... 

. do. 

60,011 

Lead  ..... 

do. 

111,034 

Maple  sugar 

, do. 

36,454 

Bricks 

M. 

433 

Spirits  from  grain 

gallons 

53,815 

Essence  of  bark 

do. 

SO 

Linseed  oil 

. do. 

14,555 

Spirits  of  turpentine 

do. 

38,491 

Cables  and  cordage  . 

cwt. 

13,195 

Iron,  pig  .... 

tons. 

200 

bar  .... 

. do. 

22 

nails  .... 

pounds 

473,025 

castings 

all  other  manufactures  of 

dollars 

32,782 

iron,  &,c. 

do. 

45,942 

Spirits,  from  molasses 

gallons 

418,702 

Sugar,  refined 

pounds 

144,409 

Chocolate  .... 

. do. 

11,355 

Gunpowder  .... 

do. 

713,045 

Copper  and  brass,  and  copper 

8,765 

manufactured 

dollars 

Medicinal  drugs  . 
Merchandise,  and  all  articles 

do. 

30,303 

not  enumerated, 
manufactured 

do. 

349.237 

raw  produce 

do. 

385  ::-i9 

T^tal  value  of  the  statement, 

Dollars 

68,313,500 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS, 

The  produce  and  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  commencing  on 
the  of  October, and  ending  on  the  ZOth  of  Sept.  1817.' 


Quantity  or  value. 

SPECIES  OP  MERCHANDIZE. 

Entit’d  to 
drawback 

Not 

entitled. 

Total 

Value  of  goods  free  of  duty,  dolls. 

- 

800,812 

800,812 

at  7 1-2  per  cent.  — 

55,622 

10,111 

65,733 

at  15  do.  — 

1,084,920 

254,755 

1,339,675 

at  20  do.  — 

670,809 

126,957 

797,766 

at  25  do.  — 

4,464,380 

856,671 

5,331,05 1 

at  30  do.  — 

669,892 

138,983 

808,875 

at  33  1-3  do.  — 

326,285 

89,439 

415,724 

at  40  do.  — 

46,183 

21,677 

67,860 

Wines— Madeira  - - - galls 

17,571 

1,159 

18,730 

Burgundy,  Champain,&c. 

1.559 

1,072 

2,631 

Sherry  and  St.  Lu  car,  — 

65,167 

3,852 

68,959 

Claret,  &c.  in  bottles  or 

cases  - • - — 

25,167 

4,964 

30,131 

Lisbon,  Oporto,  &c.  — 

Teneriffe  Fayal,  &c.  — 

46,272 

6,373 

52,645 

77,114 

33,517 

110,631 

Another  - - — 

436,965 

19.046 

456,011 

Spirits  from  grain  - - • — 

48,812 

5,634 

54,446 

other  materials  — 

262.773 

40,649 

303,422 

Molasses  ....  — 

9,675 

4,781 

14,457 

Beer,  ale  and  porter,  in  bottles  — 

2,090 

970 

3,060 

otherwise  — 

4,432 

1,711 

6,143 

Oil,  foreign  fishing,  spermaceti  — 
whale  and  other  fish  — 

4,839 

6,936 

3,230 

4,839 

10,166 

olive,  in  casks  . . — 

3,044 

460 

3,504 

Teas,  bohea  - - - pounds 

102.408 

983 

103,391 

souchong  and  other  black  — 

237,504 

35,817 

273,321 

imperial,  gunpowder,  &c  — 

7,363 

2, .576 

9,939 

hyson  and  young  hyson  — 

128,803 

7,792 

136,595 

hyson  skin  & other  green  — 

393,657 

800 

394,457 

Coffee 

8,935,702 

1,094,37') 

10,030,072 

Cocoa  - - - - — 

704,848 

276,056 

980,904 

Chocolate  ....  — 

- 

100 

100 

Sugar,  brown  - . - — 

14,608,917 

1,267,351 

15,876,268 

white,  clayed  or  powdered  — 

3,539.826 

743,554 

4,283,380 

23,122 

candy  ....  — 

23,039 

83 

loaf  ....  — 

11,680 

718 

12,398 

Almonds  - - - - - — 

4,070 

1,065 

6,359 

5.135 

Fruits,  currants  - — 

■>0 

6,439 

prunes  and  plumbs  — 

21,281 

750 

22,031 

r^ins,  in  jars  and  boxes  — 

2,330 

278 

2,608 

13,269 

7,076 

20,345 

allother  — 

8,312 

- 

8,312 

Cetndles,  tallow  - - - — 

37,000 

- 

37,000 

wax  or  spermaceti  — 

10,550 

- 

10,550 

Cheese 

69,449 

4,414 

73,863 

Soap  — 

231,356 

24,251 

255,607 

Tallow 

274,048 

3,584 

277,632 

Spices— mace  . . . — 

1,361 

191 

1,552 

nutmegs  - * • — 

9,844 

464 

10,308 

cinnamon  — 

800 

560 

1,360 

cloves  - - . - — 

5,383 

868 

6,251 

pepper  - - . — 

2,063,516 

212,719 

2,276,235 

pimento  - - - — 

154,182 

3,269 

157,451 

440,943 

Chinese  cassia  - — 

402,529 

38,414 

Tobacco,  manufactured  other 

than  snuff,  &c.  — 

- 

80,756 

80,756 

snuff,  - - . . — 

8,748 

1,100 

9,848 

Indigo  — 

274,545 

20,499 

295,045 

Cotton 

3,995,712 

49,120 

2,044,832 

Powder,  gun  • • • — 

200,493 

24,270 

224,763 

Starch — 

5,791 

- 

5,791 

Rutcksilver  - - - . — 

24,560 

- 

24.560 

Paints — ochre  dry  - • — 

124,117 

23,453 

147,570 

in  oil  - - — 

1,305 

3,503 

4,206 

white  and  red  lead  — 

185,219 

20,822 

206,041 

whiting  and  Paris  white  — 

20,569 

- 

20.569 

Lead,  pigs,  bars  and  sheet  — 

1,188.693 

28,718 

1,217,411 

manufactures  of.  & shot  — 

803,971 

30,176 

834,147 

Cordage,  cables  and  tarred 

436,803 

12,494 

449,297 

iintarred,  and  yarn  — 

74,492 

1,300 

75,792 

twine,  packthread  and 

seine  - - - — 

12,861 

• 

12,861 

Copper  and  composition- 

rods  and  bolts  — 

39,548 

39,548 

nails  and  spikes  — 

1,063 

4,762 

5,825 

Iron  & steel  wire, not  above  No.l8  - 

1,061 

- 

1,061 

Iron,  nails  - - . . — 

213,406 

35,025 

248.431 

spikes  • - - - — 

27,006 

- 

27,006 

bars  and  holts,  roiled  - cwt. 

23,164 

1,266 

24,430 

otherwise  — 

8,060 

1,142 

9,202 

anchors  - - . . ~ 

11 

_ 

11 

sheet,  rod  and  hoop  — 

1,129 

6,370 

7,499 

Steel, — 

2,273 

1,0-3 

3,281 

Hemp  .....  — 

346 

_ 

346 

Allum  .-  . . . . — 

3 

3 

Copperas  — 

- 

1 

1 

Salt  ....  bushels. 

44,105 

11,336 

55,44i 

Glauber  salts  - - • - cwt. 

25 

_ 

25 

Coal  ....  bushels. 

1,152 

_ 

1,152 

Fish,  foreign  caught  & dried,  quint’l 

- 

1,672 

1,672 

pickled,  salmon,  barrels 

- 1 

243 

243 

ail  other  » — 

17? 

277 

STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS --continued. 


Quantity  or  Value. 

SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

Entit’d  to 
drawback 

Not 

entitled. 

Total 

Glass,  black  quart  bottles,  groce 

3,442 

253 

3,695 

window,  not  above  eight 

inches  by  ten  100  sq.  ft. 

156 

26 

182 

window,  not  above  ten 

inches  by  twelve  — 

300 

463 

763 

window,  above  ten  inches 

by  twelve,  — 

12 

- 

12 

Duck,  Russia  ...  pieces 

1,175 

213 

1,383 

ravens  ...  , — 

1,319 

401 

1,720 

Boots,  - - . . - pairs 

271 

- 

271 

Shoes  and  slippers,  silk  — 

2,466 

2,466 

leather,  for  men,  See.  — 

2,504 

74 

2,578 

Cigars  - - • - - 1000 

1,850 

405 

2,255 

Cards,  playing,  - • - packs 

1,926 

“ 

■ 1,926 

Total  value  of  the  foregoing,  dolls. 

16,086,146 

3,271,923 

19,358,069 

SUMMARY 

Of  the.  value  and  destination  '■/  the  Exports  of  the 
U.  States,  agreeably  to  the  preceding  statements. 


Whither  exported. 

Domestit 

produce. 

: Foreign 
. produce 

' CL 

Sl'.l 

Russia  - - - «■  » 

134,557 

' 505,636 

Sweden 

101,775 

i 59.194 

640,393 

1 

Swedish  West  Indies 

314,655 

1 67,095 

542,723 

1 

Denmark  and  Norway  . - - 

202,989 

1 243,138 

Danish  West  Indies  ... 

1,053,370 

' 590,727 

Holland 

2,588,566 

1,905,905 

2,090,224 

Dutch  West  Indies  and  American 
' colonies . • - - - 

747,159 

310,274 

1 

i Dutch  East  Indies 

62,050 

171,364 

1 

England,  Man  and  Berwick  * 

27,104,408 

729,605 

5,785,313 

' Scotland  - - , • • 

2^80,602 

18,243 

Ireland  - . . - - 

2,064,114 

75,763 

Gibraltar  - - - ^ 

1,637,827 

852.770 

British  East  Indies  - . - 

87,621 

261, 331 

British  West  Indies  - - - 

3,8,02,462 

69,105 

Newfoundland  and  British  fisheries 

1,391 

2,730 

British  American  colonies  - 

3,691,292 

27,527 

Other  British  colonies 

1,451 

- 

Hanse  Towns  and  ports  of  Germany 

2,021,213 

1,324,418 

43,468,242 

French  European  ports  on  Atlantic 

6,935,623 

1,387,642 

3,345,631 

do.  do  Mediterranean 

188,912 

'307,590 

French  West  Indies  and  American 
Colonies  - 

2,470,330 

893,240 

French  East  Indies  ... 

4,946 

. 

Bourbon  and  Mauritius  - 

117,612 

128,923 

Spanish  European  ports  on  Atlantic 

561.H09 

8.8.819 

12,434j813 

do  do  Mediterranean 

46,476 

47.958 

Teneriffe  and  the  other  Canaries 

88,079 

47  672 

Floridas-  . ...  . 

130,789 

25,699 

Honduras, Camptachy  and  Mosquito 
shore  

96,415, 

206,121 

Spanish  West  Indies  and  American 
colonies  - • • - 

3,606,588 

3,477,511 

Portugal  . . . - - 

542,822 

6,364 

8,423,936 

Madeira 

448,8  2 

31,271 

Fayal  and  the  other  Azores 

28,656 

10,763 

Cape  de  Verds  Islands 

65,131 

55,289 

Coast  of  Brazil  and  other  American 
Colonies  - - » 

415,796 

229,899 

Italy  and  Malta  - - • - 

121,223  i 

1,309,491 

1,834,823 

1,433,714 

Triest  and  other  Austrian  ports  in 
the  Adriatic  .... 

86,377 

393,332 
2-79,507  r, 

379,709 

Turkey,  Levant,  Egypt,  Mocha  and 
Aden 

23,;  05 

.302,912 

Morocco  and  B^rbary  states  * 

2.43s 

6,204  ' 

-8,639 

China  - , - . . . 

162,447 

386^2131 

Asia,  (generally)  - 

161,203 

401,01^1 
? 84,067 ' 

■,A62‘2lg. 

West  Indies  do.  - . . 

'2.729,699 

3,51  §.766 

Europe  do.  ... 

'414,166 

587,080: 

1,001.246 

Africa  do.  - - - 

79,951 

87,390„ 

67,341. 

South  Seas  .... 

5 779 

70,638  i' 

76,417  . 

J^orth-west  coast  of  America 

117,493 

993,346; 

1,110,839 

is 

!7,671»569 

NIT.ES’  REGISTER  ^MARCH  21, 1818-^U.  S.  EXPORTATIONS. 


S UMMA RY  of  the  value  of  Exports  of  each  state 


States. 

Domestic 

Foreign 

Total 

New  Hampsliire  - 

170,599 

26,825 

197  424 

Vermont  - . - . 

913,201 

- 

913,201 

Massachusetts  - * 

5,908,416 

6,019,581 

11,927,997 

Rhode  Island  ... 

577,911 

372,556 

950,467 

Connecticut 

. 

574,290 

29,849 

604,139 

New  York  ... 

«> 

13,660,733 

5,046,700 

18,707,433 

New  Jersey  - - . 

5,849 

- 

5,849 

Pennsylvania  . . - 

• 

5,538,003 

3,197,589 

8,735,592 

Delaware  ... 

• 

38,771 

6,083 

44,854 

Maryland  .... 

• 

.5,887,884 

3,046,046 

8 933,930 

^District  of  Columbia  - 

1,689,102 

79,556 

1,768,658 

Virginia  .... 

5,561,238 

60,204 

5,621,442 

North  Carolina  - 

955,211 

1,369 

956,580 

South  Carolina 

9,944,343 

428,270 

10,372,613 

Georgia  ... 

8,530.831 

259,883 

8,790,714 

Ohio 

7,749 

- 

7,749 

Louisiana  - 

8,241,254 

783,558 

9,024,812 

iTerritory  of  the  United  States 

108,115 

- 

108,115 

Total.  - 

dolls 

68,313,500 

19,358,059 

87,671,569 

*Geo'-getown 

. 

127.265 

21,644 

148,909 

Alexandria 

• 

1,561,837 

57,912 

1,619,749 

Total ... 

- 

dolls. 

, 1,689,102 

79,556 

1,768,658 

tMichigan  territory 

. 

64,228 

_ 

64,228 

Mississippi  do.  - 

• 

43,887 

- 

43,887 

Total  ... 

dofis. 

108,115 

- 

108, IL 

SUMMARY  ST  ATEMENT  -cowTrsuKD. 


Manufactures,  2,202,000 


Domestic  materials— 

soap  and  tallow  candles  - 
leather,  boots,  shoes,  saddlery 

hats 

grain,  (spirits,  beer  and  starch) 
wood,— (including  furniture, 
coaches,  and  other  carriages 
cordage  .... 

iron 

various  items,  (snuff,  wax  can- 
dles, tobacco,  lead,  linseed  oil) 

Foreign  materials— 

spirits  from  molasses  - 
sugar  refined  - 
chocolate  .... 
gun  powder  ... 
brass  and  copper  - 
medicinal  drugs  - 


Uncertain, 


734,000 


Articles  not  distinguished  in  returns, 
manufactured  ... 
raw  produce  .... 


Total. 


dollars. 


358.000 

56.000 

14.000 

118.000 

340.000 

158.000 

139.000 

334.000 


251.000 

36.000 

3.000 

357.000 

8.000 

30.000 


1,517,000 


685,000 


349.000 

385.0  00 


2,202,006 


734,000 

68,313,000 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT 
Of  the  value  of  Exports  of  the  growth,  produce  and 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1817. 


The  Sea,  i,67l,000 

Fisheries— 

dried  fish,  or  cod  fi  sbery. 

1,003,000 

pickled  fish, or  river  fishery, (her- 

ring, shad,  salmon,  mackarel) 

325,000 

whale  (common)  oil  and  bone 

231,000 

spermaceti  oil  and  candles 

112,000 

343,000 

1,671,000 

The  Forest,  6,484,000 

Slcins  and  furs  .... 

688,000 

Giiigseng  ..... 

102,000 

Product  of  wood- 

lumber  (boards,  staves,  shingles, 

hoops  and  poles,hewn  timber. 

masts  and  spars) 

3,196,000 

oak  bark  and  other  dye 

186,000 

naval  stores,  (tar,  pitch,  rosin. 

turpentine) 

345,000 

ashes,  pot  and  pearl 

1,967,000 

5,694,000 

6,484,000 

Agriculture,  57,222,000 

Prodtict  of  animals— 

beef,  tallow,  hides,  live  cattle 

845,f)00 

butter  and  cheese 

i2l3,00C 

1,058,000 

pork  pickled,  bacon,  lard,  live 

hogs  - . . . . 

537,000 

horses  and  mules  ... 

432,000 

sheep-  - - - 

42,e.0U 

'■  ■■  - ' 

1,011,000 

2,069,000 

Vegetable  food- 

wheat,  flour  and  biscuit 

18,432,000 

Indian  corn  and  meal 

1,329,000 

rye  meal 

637,000 

rice  - - . . . 

2,379,000 

all  oihev  (oats,  pulse,  potatoes, 

apples,  &c. 

187,000 

22,954,000 

Tobacco  ..... 

9,230,000 

^Cotton 

22,628,000 

Ail  oUier  agriciiltura!  products— 

indigo 

4,000 

liaxsced-  .... 

278,000 

niapla  sugar  - - . 

4.000 

hops  - - - . . 

1.000 

wax  ..... 

48,000 

various  items,  ‘ (poultry,  mus- 

' lar  &e.) 

6,000 

— 

341,000 

*'St a-ls!;uid  cotton  vajued  at  40  cents  per  pound. 
I^pland  do.  ditto. 


Statement  of  the  duties  collected  on  the  importation  of 
articles  which  were  afterwards  re  exported  without 
being  entitled  to  drawback. 


Species  of  merchandize. 


Goods  paying  duty  ad  valorem, 

at  per  cent. 


15 

do. 

20 

do. 

25 

do. 

30 

do. 

33  1-3 

do. 

40 

do. 

Wines,  Madeira  - . . 

Burgundy,  Champaign,  &o. 
Sherry  and  St.  Lucar  - 
cLaret,  &c.  in  bottles  or  cases 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  8cc, 

Teneriffe,  Fayal,  &c.  - 
all  other  .... 
Spirits,  from  grain 

other  materials 
Molasses  - . . - - 

Beer,  ale  and  porter,  in  bottles 

otherwise  - 

Oil,  foreign  fishing,  whale  and  other  fish 
olive,  in  casks  . . - - 

Teas,  bohea  . - . - - 

souchong',  and  other  black 
imperial,  gunpowder,  &c.  - 

hyson  and  young  hyson 
hyson  skin,  and  otlier  green 

Coffee 

Cocoa  

Chocolate  - - - - - 

Sugar,  brown 

white,  clayed  or  powdered  - 

candy 

loaf  - . - - - 

Almonds  - - " - " 

Fruits,  currants  - . . - . 

prunes  and  plumbs 
figs  - _ - - - ^ - 

raisins,  in  jars,  boxes,  &c. 

Cheese 

Soap  w - ..  . - 


Amount 
of  duty. 


dolls,  cts. 


758 

38,213 

25,391 

214,167 

41,694 

29,813 

8,670 

1,159 

1,072 

2,311 

3,474 

3,186 

13,406 

4,761 

3,042 

20,730 

239 

145 

171 

484 

115 

127 

10,566 

1,519 

3,740 

264 

54,718 

5,521 

S 

38,020 

29,742 

9 

86 

31 

190 

22 

8 

212 

397 

727 


! 
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Species  of  Merchandise. 

i 

Amount  ^ 
of  duty. 

. 1 

dolls,  cts-  i 
. c 

Tallow 

35  84  < 

Spices,  mace  - - - - 

191  00  ^ 

nutmegs  . . - - 

278  40  1 

cinnamon  ...  - 

140  00  < 

cloves  - - - . 

217  00  ^ 

pepper 

16,997  52  1 

pimento  ...  - 

196  14 

Chinese  cassia 

2,304  84  « 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  other  than 

5 

snuff  and  cigars  . . - 

8,075  60  ^ 

Snuff  ...... 

133  20  ' 

Indigo  ...... 

3,074  85  ' 

Cotton 

1,473  60  ' 

Gunpowder 

1,941  60 

Paints,  ocre  dry  - - 

234  53 

In  oil  - 

52  52 

white  and  red  lead 

624  66 

Lead,  pigs,  bar  and  sheet 

287  18 

manufactures  of,  and  shot 

603  52 

Cordage,  cables  and  tarred  - 

374  82 

Cordage,  untarred  and  yarn 

52  00 

Copper,  and  composition  rods  and  bolts 

1,581  92 

nails  and  spikes 

190  48 

Iron  nails 

1,050  75 

in  bars  and  bolts  rolled 

1,899  00 

otherwise 

513  90 

sheet,  rod  and  hoop  - . - 

15,925  00 

Steel 

1,003  00 

Allum 

3 00 

Copperas  ..... 

1 00 

Salt  ..... 

2,834  00 

Fish,  foreign  caught  and  dried 

1,672  00 

pickled  salmon  ... 

486  00 

all  other  .... 

177  00 

Glass,  black  quart  bottles 

364  32 

window,  not  above  8 inches  by  10 

65  00 

do.  10  do.  12 

1,273  25 

above  10  do.  12 

Duck,  Russia  - , 

426  00 

ravens  - . - - 

501  25 

Shoes,  leather  for  men,  &c.  - 

18  50 

Cigars 

1,012  50 

Total.  Dollars 

627,206  37 

Treasury  department,  register*s  office, 

January  16th,  1818. 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  Register. 


Relations  with  Naples. 

We  have  the  documents  submitted  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  at  the  call  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  our  merchants  for  their  property  seized  and 
confiscated  under  the  authority  of  the  king  of 
Naples.  They  make  a heavy  pamphlet  of  35 
pagx^s.  The  following  letters,  probably,  contain 
every  thing  that  is  generally  interesting. 

(Copy.) 

M\\  Pinkney  to  the  marquis  di  Circello. 

JSTapleSj  August  24th,  1S16. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  already  had  the  ho 
nor  to  mention  to  his  excellency  the  Marquis  di 
Circello,  secretary  of  state  and  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  tv/o  Sicilies,. 


le  principal  objects  of  his  mission;  and  he  now 
vites  his  excellency’s  attention  to  a moredetail- 
l and  formal  exposition  of  one  of  those  objects. 
The  undersigned  is  sure  that  the  appeal,  which 
i is  about  to  .make  to  the  well  known  justice  of 
is  Sicilian  majesty,  in  the  name  and  by  the  orders 
■ his  government,  will  receive  a deliberate  and 


well  as  tlie 


The  undersigned  did  but  obey  the  instructions 
r the  president  of  the  United  States,  when  he 
isured  his  excellency  the  Marquis  di  Circello,  at 


as  could  not  fail  to  be  approved  by  him.  Those 
sentiments  are  .ipparent  in  the  desire  which  the 
president  has  manifested,  through  the  undersigned, 
that  the  commercial  relations  between  the  terri- 
tories of  his  majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States  should  be  cherished  by  reciproc.al  arrange- 
ments, sought  in  the  spirit  of  enlightened  friend.- 
ship,  and  with  a sincere  view  to  such  equal  advan- 
tages, as  it  is  fit  for  nations  to  derive  from  one 
another.  The  representations  which  the  undersign- 
ed is  commanded  to  make  upon  the  subject  of  the 
present  note,  will  be  seen  by  his  majesty  in  the 
same  light.  They  shew  the  firm  reliance  of  the 
preside;'t  upon  the  disposition  of  the  court  of  Na- 
ples impartially  to  discuss  and  ascertain,  and.  faith- 
fully to  discharge  iis  obligations  towards  foreign 
states  and  their  citizens;  a reliance  which  the  un- 
dersigned partakes  with  his  government;  and  under 
the  influence  of  which,  he  proceeds  to  state  the 
nature  and  grounds  of  the  reclamation  in  question. 

It  cannot  but  be  known  to  his  excellency  the 
Marquis  di  Circello,  that,  on  the  first  of  July,  1809, 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  then  govern- 
ment of  Naples,  addressed  to  Frederick  Degan, 
Esq.  then  consul  of  the  United  States,  an  official 
letter,  containing  an  invitation  to  all  American  ves- 
sels, having  on  board  the  usual  certificates  of  ori- 
gin and  other  regular  papers,  to  come  direct  to  Na- 
ples with  their  cargoes;  and  that  the  same  minis- 
ter caused  that  invitation  to  be  published  in  every 
possible  mode,  in  order  that  it  might  come  to  llie 
knowledge  of  those  v/hom  it  concerned.  It  will 
not  be  questioned  that  the  promise  of  security  ne- 
cessarily implied  in  this  measure  had  every  title, 
in  the  actual  circumstances  of  Europe,  to  the  con- 
fidence of  distant  and  peaceful  merchants.  The 
merchants  of  America,  as  was  to  have  been  expec- 
ted, confide.  Upon  the  credit  and  under  the 
protection  of  that  promise,  they  sent  to  Naples 
many  valuable  vessels  and  cargoes,  navigated  and 
documented  with  scrupulous  i-eguiurity,  and  in  no 
respect  obnoxious  to  molestation;  but  scarcely  had 
they  reached  the  destination  to  whicli  they  had 
been  allured,  when  they  wei-e  seized,  without  dis- 
tinction, as  prize  or  as  otherwise  forfeited  to  the 
Neapolitan  government,  upon  pretext.^  the  most 
frivolous  and  idle.  These  arbitrary  seizures,  were 
followed,  with  a rapacious  haste,  by  suminary  de- 
crees, confiscating  in,t)ie  name  and  for  the  use,  oi 
the  same  government,  tlie  whole  of  the  property 
which  had 'thus  been  brought  within  its  grasp;  and 
these  decrees,  which  wanted  even  the  decent  affec- 
tation of  justice,  were  immediately  carried  into 
execution,  again.st  all  the  remonstrances  of  those 
wiiom  they  oppressed,  to  enrich  the  treasury  of  the 
state. 
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The  undersigned  persuades  iiimgelf,  that  i»  is 
not  in  a note  addressed  to  the  Marqujs  di  Circello, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  singularly 
atrocious  character  of  this  procedure,  for  which  no 
apology  can  be  devised,  and  for  which  none  that  is 
intelligible  has  hitherto  been  attempted.  It  was, 
indeed,  an  undisguised  abuse  of  power,  of  which 
nothing  could  well  enhance  the  deformity,  but  the 
studied  deception  that  preceded  and  prepared  it;  a 
deception  which,  by  a sort  of  treason  against  socie- 
ty, converted  a proffer  of  hospitality  into  a snare, 
and  that  salutary  confidence,  without  which  nations 
and  men  must  cease  to  have  intercourse,  into  an 
engine  of  plunder. 

The  right  of  the  innocent  victims,  of  this  une- 
qualled act  of  fraud  and  rapine,  to  demand  retri- 
bution, cannot  be  doubted.  The  only  question  is, 
from  whom  are  they  entitled  to  demand  it  -’  Those, 
who  at  that  moment  ruled  in  Naples,  and  were  in 
fact,  and  in  the  view  of  the  world,  the  government 
of  Naples,  have  passed  away  before  retribution 
could  be  obtained,  although  not  before  it  was  re- 
quired; and,  if  the  right  to  retribution  regards  on- 
ly the  persons  of  those  rulers  as  private  and  ordi- 
nary wrongdoers,  the  American  merchant,  whom 
they  deluded  and  despoiled  in  the  garb  and  with 
the  instruments  and  for  the  purposes  of  sovereignty, 
must  despair  forever  of  redress. 

The  undersigned  presumes,  that  such  is  not  the 
view  which  the  present  government  will  feel  itself 
jusijfied  in  taking  of  this  interesting  subject;  he 
trusts  that  it  will,  on  the  contrary,  perceive  that 
the  claim,  which  the  injured  merchant  was  aulho- 
riised  to  prefer  against  the  government  of  this 
country  before  the  recent  change,  and  which,  but 
for  that  change,  must  sooner  or  later  have  been 
auccessful,  is  now  a valid  claim  against  the  govern- 
ment of  the  same  country,  notwithstanding  that 
change.  At  least,  the  undersigned  is  not  at  pre- 
sent aware  of  any  considerations  which,  applied  to 
the  fapts  that  characterise  this  case,  can  lead  to  a 
difierent  conclusion;  and  certainly  it  would  be 
matter  for  sincere  regret,  that  any  considerations 
should  be  thought  sufficient  to  make  the  return  of 
l)is  Sicilian  majesty’s  power  fatal  to  the  rights  of 
friendly  strangers,  to  whom  no  fault  can  be  ascribed. 

The  general  principle  that  a civil  society  may 
contract  obligations  through  its  actual  government,, 
whatever  that  may  be,  and  that  it  is  not  absolved 
from  them  by  reason  simply  of  a change  of  govern- 
meiitor  of  rulers,  is  universally  received  as  incon- 
trovertable.  It  is  admitted,  not  merely  by  wri- 
ters on  pupUc  law,  as  a speculative  truth,  but  by 
states  and  statesmen,  as  a practical  rule;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, history  is  full  of  examples  to  prove, 
that  the  undisturbed  possessor  of  sovereign  power 
in  any  society,  whether  a rightful  possessor  or  not, 
with  refeience  to  other  claimants  of  that  power, 
may  not  oniy  be  lawful  object  of  allegiance,  but  by 
many  of  his  acts,  in  his  quality  of  sovereign  de  facto, 
may  bind  the  society,  and  those  who  come  after 
him  as  rulers,  although  their  title  be  adversary  to, 
or  even  better  than  Ids  own  The  Marquis  de  Cir- 
cello does  not  need  to  be  informed^  that  the  earlier 
annals  of  England  jn  particular,  abound  in  instruc- 
tions upon  tins  head. 

With  regard  to  just  and  beneficial  contracts, 
entered  into  by  such  a sovereign  with  the  mer- 
chants of  foreign  nations,  or  (which  is  the  same 
thing,)  with  regard  to  the  detention  and' confisca- 
tion of  their  property,  for  public  uses,  and  by  his 
authority,  in  direct  violation  of  a pledge  of  safety, 
upon  die  fiith  of  which,  tiiat  property  arrived 
',>ilhin  the  reach  of  confiscation,  this  continuing 


responsibility  stands  upon  the  plainest  foundations 
of  natural  equity. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  a merchant  is  call- 
ed  upon  to  investigate,  as  he  prosecutes  his  traffic,  i 
the  title  of  every  sovereign,  with  whose  ports,  and 
under  the  guarantee  of  whose  plighted  word,  he 
trades.  He  is  rarely  competent.  There  are  few 
in  any  station  who  are  competent  to  an  investiga- 
tion so  full  of  delicacy,  so  perplexed  with  facts  I 
and  principles  of  a peculiar  character,  far  reroov-  j 
ed  from  the  common  concerns  of  life.  His  predi-  | 
cament  would  be  to  the  last  degree  calamitous,  if 
in  an  honest  search  after  commercial  profit,  he  | 
might  not  take  governments  as  he  finds  them,  and 
consequently  rely  at  all  times  upon  tlie  visible  ex- 
clusive acknowleged  possession  of  supreme  autho- 
rity. If  he  sees  all  the  usual  indications  of  estab- 
lished rule;  all  the  distinguishing  concomitants 
of  real  undisputed  power,  it  cannot  be  that  he  is 
at  his  peril  to  discuss  mysterious  theories  above 
his  capacity  or  foreign  to  his  pursuits,  and  more- 
over, to  connect  the  results  of  those  speculations 
with^events  of  which  his  knowledge  is  either  im- 
perfect or  erroneous.  If  he  sees  the  obedience  of 
the  people,  and  the  acquiescence  of  neighboring 
princes,  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  his  duty  to 
examine,  before  he  ships  his  merchandise,  whether 
it  be  fit  that  these  should  acquiesce  or  those  obey. 

If,  in  short,  he  finds  nothing  to  interfere  wit  « or 
qualify  the  dominion  which  the  head  of  the  society 
exercises,  over  it  and  the  domain  which  it  occu- 
pies, it  is  the  dictate  of  reason,  sanctioned  by  all 
experience,  that  he  is  bound  to  look  no  farther. 

It  can  be  of  no  importance  to  him  that,  notwith- 
standing all  these  appearances  announcing  lawful 
rule,  the  mere  right  to  fill  the  throne  is  claimed 
by,  or  even  resides  in,  another  than  the  actual  oc- 
cupant. The  latent  right  (supposing  it  to  exist) 
disjointed  from  and  controverted  by  the  fact,  is  to 
him  nothing  while  it  continues  to  be  latent.  It  is 
only  the  sovereign  in  possession  that  it  is  in  his 
power  to  know.  It  is  with  him  only  that  he  cai^ 
enter  into  engagements.  It  is  through  him  only 
that  he  can  deal  with  the  society.  And  if  it  be  true, 
that  the  sovereign  in  possession  is  incapable,  on 
account  of  a conflict  of  title  between  him  and 
another,  who  barely  claims,  but  makes  no  effort  to 
assert  his  claim,  of  pledging  the  public  faith  of  the 
society  and  of  the  monarch  to  foreign  traders,  for 
commercial  and  other  objects,  we  are  driven  to  the 
monstrous  conclusion,  that  the  society  is,  in  effect 
and  indefinitely,  cut  off  from  all  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  vvorffi.  It  has,  and  can  have, 
no  organ  by  which  it  can  become  accountable  to, 
or  make  any  contract  with  foreigners,  by  which 
needful  supplies  may  be  invited  into  its  harbors,  by 
which  famine  may  be  averted,  or  redundant  pro- 
ductions be  made  to  find  a market  in  the  wants  of 
strangers.  It  is,  in  a word,  an  outcast  from  the  ' 
the  bosom  of  the  great  community  of  nations,  at 
the  very  moment  too,  when  its,  existence,  in  the 
form  which  it  has  assumed,  may  every  where  be 
admitted.  And,  even  if  the  dormant  claim  to  the 
throne  should,  at  last,  by  a fortunate  coincidence 
of  circumstances,  become  triumphant,  and  unite 
itself  to  the  possession,  this  harsh  and  palsying 
theory  has  no  assurance  to  give,  either  to  the  socie- 
ty or  to  those  who  may  incline  to  deal  with  it,  that 
its  moral  capacity  is  restored,  that  it  is  an  outcast 
no  longer,  and  that  it  may  now,  through  the  pro- 
tecting will  of  its  new  sovereign,  do  what  it  could 
not  do  before.  It  contains,  of  course,  no  adequate 
and  certain  provision  against  even  the  perpetuity  of 
the  dilemma  which  it  creates.  If,  therefore,  a civil 
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Society  is  not  competent,  by  rules  in  entire  posses- 
sio  i of  the  sovereignty,  to  enter  into  all  such  pro- 
mises to  the  members  of  other  societies  as  neces- 
sity or  convenience  may  require,  and  to  remain  un- 
answerable for  the  breach  of  them,  into  whatsoever 
shape  the  society  may  ultimately  be  cast,  or  into 
whatsoever  hands  the  government  may  ultimately 
fail;  if  a sovereign,  entirely  in  possession,  is  not 
able,  for  that  reason  alone,  to  incur  a just  respon- 
sibility, in  Ids  political  or  corporate  character,  to 
the  citizens  of  other  countries,  and  to  transmit 
that  responsibility,  even  to  those  who  succeed  him 
by  displacing  him,  it  will  be  difficult  to  show  that 
the  jnoral  capacity  of  a civil  society  is  any  thing 
but  a name,  or  the  responsibility  of  sovereigns  any 
thing  but  a shadow.  And  here  the  undersigned 
will  take  the  liberty  to  suggest,  that  it  is  scarcely 
for  the  interest  of  sovereigns  to  inculcate  as  a max 
i.-Ti,  that  their  lost  dominions  can  only  be  recovered 
at  the  expense  of  the  unoffending  citizen  of  states 
in  ami  y,  or,  which  is  equivalent  to  it,  to  make  that 
recovery  the  practical  consummation  of  intermedi- 
ate injustice,  by  utterly  extinguishing  the  hope  of 
indemnity  and  even  the  title  to  demand  it. 

The  undersigned  will  now,  for  the  sake  of  per 
spicuity  and  precision,  recall  to  the  recollection  of 
his  excellency  the  Marquis  di  Circello,  the  situa 
tion  of  the  government  of  Murat  at  the  epoch  of 
the  confiscations  in  question.  Whatever  might 
be  the  origin  or  foundation  of  that  government,  it 
had  for  some  time  been  established.  It  had  obtain- 
ed such  obedience  as  in  such  times  was  customary, 
and  had  manifested  itself,  not  only  by  active  inter- 
nal exertions  of  legislative  and  executive  powers, 
but  by  important  external  transactions  with  old 
and  indisputable  regular  governments.  It  had 
been  (as  long  afterwards  it  continued  to  be)  recog- 
nised by  the  greatest  potentates,  as  one  of  the 
'European  family  of  states,  and  had  interchanged 
with  them  ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers 
and  consuls.  And  Great  Britain,  by  an  order  in 
council  of  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  which  modified 
the  system  of  constructive  blockade,  promulgated 
by  the  orders  of  November,  1807,  had  excepted 
the  Neapolitan  territories,  with  other  portions  of 
Italy,  from  the  operation  of  that  system,  that  neu- 
trals might  no  longer  be  prevented  from  trading 
with  them. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  American 
vessels  were  temp.ed  into  Naples,  by  a reliance 
upon  the  passports  of  its  government,  to  which 
perfidy  had  lent  more  than  ordinary  solemnity, 
upon  a declaration  as  explicit,  as  it  was  formal  and 
notorious,  that  they  might  come  without  fear,  and 
might  depart  in  peace.  It  was  under  these  cii'c.nn- 
stances,  that,  instead  of  being  permitted  to  reiire 
with  tbfeii’  lawful  gains,  both  tliey  and  tlieir  cargoes 
were  seized  and  appropriated  in  a manner  already 
related.  The  undersigned  may  consequently  as- 
sume, that  if  ever  there  was  a claim  to  compensa- 
tion for  broken  faith,  which  survived  the  political 
po  ;er  of  those,  whose  iniquity  produced  it,  and 
devolved  in  full  force  upon  their  successors,  the 
present  claim  is  of  that  description. 

As  to  the  demand  itself,  as  it  existed  against  the 
government  of  Murat,  the  Marquis  di  Circello 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  first  to  concede,  not  only 
that  it  is  above  repi'oach,  but  that  it  rests  upon 
grounds  in  which  the  civilized  world  has  a deep 
and  lasting  interest.  And  with  regard  to  the  lia- 
bility of  the  present  government  as  standing  in  the 
place  of  the  former,  it  may  be  taken  as  a corolla- 
ry from  that  concession;  at  least  until  it  has  been 
ebownj  that  it  is  the  natural  fate  of  obligations,  so 


high  and  sacred,  contracted  by  a government  in  the 
full  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  power,  to  perish 
with  the  first  revolution,  either  in  form  or  rulers 
through  which  it  may  happen  to  pass;  or  (to  state 
the  same  proposition  in  different  terms)  that  it  is 
the  natural  operation  of  a political  revolution  in  a 
state,  to  strip  unfortunate  traders,  who  have  been 
betrayed  and  plundered  by  the  former  sovereign, 
of  all  that  his  rapacity  could  not  reach — the  right  of 
reclamation. 

The  wrong  which  the  government  of  Murat  in- 
flicted upon  American  citizens,  wanted  nothing 
that  might  give  to  it  atrocity  or  effecv,  as  a rob- 
bery introduced  by  treachery;  but,  however*  per- 
nicious  or  execrable,  it  was  still  reparable.  It  left 
in  the  sufferers  and  their  nation  a right,  whicli  was 
notlikely  to  be  forgotten  or  abandoned,  of  se'^king 
and  obtaining  ample  redress,  not  from  JMurat  sim- 
ply, (who  individually  was  lost  in  th§  sovereign,) 
but  from  the  government  of  the  countiy,  whose 
power  he  abused.  By  what  course  of  argument 
can  it  be  proved,  that  this  incontestable  right,  from 
which  that  government  could  never  have  escaped, 
has  been  destroy ed  by  the  reaccession  of  his  Sici- 
lian majesty,  after  a long  interval,  to  the  sovereign- 
ty of  he  same  territories.? 

That  such  a result  cannot  in  any  degree  be  in- 
ferred from  the  misconduct  of  the  American  claim- 
ants, is  certain;  for  no  misconduct  is  imputuble 
to  them.  They  were  warranted  in  every  view  of 
the  public  law  of  Europe,  in  lioldi  ig  commercial 
communication  with  Naples  in  the  predicament  iu 
which  they  found  it,  and  in  trusting  to  the  direct 
and  authentic  assurances,  which  the  government  of 
the  place  affected  to  throw  over  them  as  a shield 
against  every  danger.  Their  shipments  were  strict- 
ly within  the  terms  of  those  assurances;  and  no- 
thing was  done,  by  the  shippers  or  their  ageats,  by 
which  the  benefit  of  them  might  be  lost  or  im- 
paired. 

From  what  other  source  can  such  a result  be 
drawn.?  Will  it  be  said  that  the  proceeds  of  these 
confiscations  were  not  applied  to  public  purposes 
during  the  sovereignty  of  Murat,  or  that  they  pro- 
duced no  public  advantages,  with  reference  to 
which  the  present  government  ought  to  be  liable.? 
The  answer  to  such  a suggestion  is,  that  let  the 
fact  be  as  it  may,  it  can  have  no  influence  upon  the 
subject.  It  is  enough  that  the  confiscations  them- 
selves, and  the  promise  of  safety  which  they  violat- 
ed, were  acts  of  state,  proceeded  from  him  who 
was  then,  and  for  several  successive  years,  the  so- 
vereign. The  derivative  liability  of  the  present 
government  reposes,  not  upon  the  good,  eiti  er 
public  or  private,  which  may  have  been  the  fi-uit  of 
such  a revolting  exhibition  of  power,  emancipated 
from  all  the  restraints  of  principle  but  upon  the 
general  foundations,  which  the  undersigned  has  al- 
ready had  the  honor  to  expose. 

To  follow  the  proceeds  of  these  spoliations  into 
the  public  treasury,  and  thence  to  all  the  uses  to 
j which  they  were  finally  made  subservient,  can  be 
I no  part  of  the  duty  of  he  American  claim  ;nt.  It 
i is  a task  which  he  has  no  means  of  performing,  and 
which,  if  performed  by  others,  could  neither 
strengthen  his  case  nor  enfeeble  it.  And  it,  may 
confidently  be  insisted,  not  only  that  he  has  no 
concern  with  the  particular  application  of  these 
proceeds,  but  that,  even  if  he  had,  he  would  be 
authorized  to  rely  upon  the  presumpiion,  that  they 
were  applied  as  public  money  to  public  ends,  or 
left  in  the  public  coffers.  It  must  be  remembered, 
moreover,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  desti- 
ny  of  these  unhallowed  spoils,  they  cannot  have  wdl 
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failed  to  be  jnstramental  in  meliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  They  afforded  extraordinary 
pecuniai’y  meanSj  which,  as  far  as  they  extended, 
must  have  saved  it  from  an  augmentation  of  its 
burdens;  or  by  relieving  the  ordinary  revenue,  made 
that  revenue  adequate  to  various  improvements, 
either  of  use  or  beauty,  wliich  otherwise  it  cowld 
not  have  accomplished.  The  territories,  therefore, 
under  the  sway  of  Murat,  must  be  supposed  to 
have  returned  to  his  Sicilian  majesty  less  exhausted, 
more  embellished,  and  more  prosperous,  than  if 
the  property  of  x^merlcan  citizens  had  not  in  the 
mean  lime  been  sacrificed  to  cupidity  and  canning. 
?t  must  further  be  remembered,  that  a part  of  that 
property  was  notoriously  devoted  to  the  public 
service.  Some  of  the  vessels  seized  by  the  orders 
of  Murat,  were,  on  account  of  tlieir  excellent  con- 
struction, converted  into  vessels  of  war,  and  as 
such  commissioned  by  the  government;  and  the 
undersigned  is  informed  that  they  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  officers  of  his  Sicilian  majesty, 
and  used  and  claimed  as  belonging  to  him. 

The  undersigned,  having  thus  briefly  explained 
to  the  Marquis  di  Cir®ello  the  nature  of  the  claim, 
which  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  has 
commanded  him  to  submit  to  the  refieciion  of  the 
government  of  his  Sicilian  majesty,  forbears  at  pre- 
sent to  multiply  arguments  in  support  of  it.  He 
feels  assured  that  the  equitable  disposition  of  his 
majesty  renders  superfluous  the  further  illustra- 
tions of  which  it  is  susceptible. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  his 
excellency  the  Marquis  di  Circello  the  assurances 
of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

(Translation.) 

"^he  marquis  of  Circello,  mimsier  (^foreign  affairs, 
at  Maples,  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  special  minister  of  the 
JJnited  States. 

fihples,  15th  October,  1816. 
Although  the  government  of  his  majesty,  the 
Ifing  of  the  two  Sicilies,  was,  from  the  first  moment, 
in  a situation  to  judge  of  tlie  validfiy  of  the  reruon- 
strance  and  demands  made  by  his  excellency  Air. 
ipinkney,  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  his  note  of  the  24th  August  las*, 
nevertheless,  wishing  to  examine  and  discuss  them 
under  all  their  aspects  of  right  and  of  fact,  it  has 
waited  accordingly,  until  all  the  materials  and 
lights  were  collected,  proper  to  this  end. 

The  many  difficulties  attending  the  search  after 
those  materials  owing  to  the  change  in  the  order  of 
things,  during  which  the  facts  occurred  that  have 
given  rise  to  the  demands  of  Air.  Pinkney,  rendereu 
it  impossible  for  the  royal  government  to  reply  to 
the  note  of  his  excellency  before  his  departure  from 
Naples.  \This  reply  laas  forwartletl  to  Mr.  Pinkney 
^t  St.  Peiersburgh']. 

Now  that  the  papers  and  appropriate  inquiries 
have  shed  the  strongest  light  upon  the  affair  in 
question,  the  undersigned,  counselior  and  secretary 
of  state,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  hastens  to  give,  by  or- 
der of  bis  sovereign,  tiie  following  reply  1q  Air. 
P;.*kney,  requesting  his  excellency  to  be  pleased 
to  communicate  it  to  his  government. 

Ail  the  arguments  contained  in  the  note  of  the 
24th  August,  look  to  the  end  of  making  his  ma- 
jesty’s goyernment  responsibile  for  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  coafiscation  and  sale,  whether  just  or 
unjust,  of  several  American  vessels  and  cargoes, 
which  took  place  in  Naples,  while  the  kingdom  was 
held  by  Murat. 


In  support  of  this  pretension,  it  is  -s-  i i,  ' iaat 
the  abuse  of  power  and  violation  of  good  faith,  by 
which  tiiese  arbitrary  acts  were  committed,  are  of 
such  a nature  as  to  survive  the  political  authority 
of  the  author  of  them,  and  that  of  course,  as  there 
accrued  a right  of  reclamation  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Murat,  tl'.ere  exists  Oiie  also  against  the 
pre-sent  government  of  t’le  two  Sicilies. 

His  excellency  adds,  that  although  the  Ameri- 
can claimants  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining 
to  what  uses  the  produce  of  the  above  mentioned 
sales  was  applied,  yet,  they  may  presume,  that  it 
was  expended  in  works  and  objects  of  public  utility 
or  left  in  the  public  coffers,  and  tlierefore  affirms, 
that  under  this  point  of  view,  likewise,  his  majesty’s 
government  is  bound  to  indemnify  the  victims  of 
the  spoliations  committted  during  the  ascendancy 
of  Murat. 

Without  undertaking  to  inquire,  whether  a sort 
of  succession  or  inheritance,  in  legitimate  and  ille- 
gitimate governments,  can  be  maintained  upon 
good  grounds,  the  undersigned  will  be  content  to 
remark,  that  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  publi- 
cists as  to  this  point,  no  one  has  ever  pretended  to 
visit  the  injustice  of  the  contracts  or  deeds  of  usur- 
pers upon  the  people,  subjected  to  their  yoke,  or 
upon  the  legitimate  sovereigns. 

That  theory  wouldj  indeed,  be  a disconsolate  one, 
which  should  extend  the  power  of  an  enemy,  not 
only  to  the  consequences  of  fact,  but  even  to  those 
of  right.  The  victory  which  restored  the  legiti- 
mate prince,  would  be  fatal  to  both,  if  it  must  have 
the  effect  of  making  him  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
injustice  and  violence  which  the  usurper  might 
have  perpetrated  against  foreign  nations. 

It  avails  not  to  say,  that  these  are  of  the  descrip^ 
tion  of  obligations  and  engagements  wluch  survive 
the  overthrow  of  the  usurped  dominion,  as  common 
to  the  nation  over  which  that  dominion  was  exercis- 
ed.  This  would  be  the  place  to  determine  wnetner 
we  could  reasonably  qualify,  as  an  obligation,  ati  en- 
gagement from  government  to  government,  or  ;ia- 
uon  to  nation,  a mere  right  of  reclamation,  which, 
according  to  the  obligation  of  Mr.  Pinkney  himselfi 
the  United  States  kept  in  reserve,  to  be  exercised 
witii  xdurat,  had  not  his  power  been  subverted. 

Buc  the  undersigned  will  simply  ask  !iis  excel- 
lency, if  that  very  right  is  not  to  be  regarded  as 
null,  seeing  that  the  continual,  strong,  vehement 
demands,  officially  made  by  the  consul  general  of 
tne  United  States,  at  Naples,  upon  the  minister  of 
Alurat,  for  the  restitution  of  the  conficated  vessels 
and  cargoes,  or  compensation  to  the  American 
owners,  were  rejected,  or  remained  without  a reply? 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  always  incontescable,  that 
it  iS  not  against  the  actual  governmeiK  of  his  m ges- 
ty,  that  a right  to  which  he,  who  created  i^,  w->uid 
not  hearken,  can  be  tried,  as  it  were,  in  the  nature 
of  an  appeal. 

It  is  among  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice, 
that  a sovereign,  v/ho  never  ceased  to  be  in  a state 
of  war  with  the  usurper  of  his  dominions,  and  who, 
very  far  from  having  afforded  grounds  for  presum- 
ing that  his  rights  were  waved,  as  is  asserted  in  the 
note  of  the  24\h  August,  carried  into  effect,  in  con- 
cert with  Ills  ally,  Eiigland,  a powerful  expedition 
in  the  islands  of  Procida  and  Ischia,  nearest  to  the 
capital  of  his  usurped  kingdom,  in  the  year  1809, 
precisely  tliat  in  which  the  confiscation  of  the  Ame- 
rican ship.s  at  Naples  took  place  It  is  among  the 
principles  of  reason  and  justice,  that  he  should  not 
be,  on  regaining  his  dominions  in  process  of  the  war 
which  ha  i compelled  him  to  absent  himself  from 
them, held  responsible  for  the  excesses  of  his  energy. 
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L-'"  then  the  relations  of  'he  usurper,  with  the 
powers  friendly  or  allied  to  France,  have  been  what 
they  rtiay,  the  inferences  which  the  American  mer 
chants  may  have  drawn  from  them,  in  relation  to  the 
prosecution  of  their  trade  at  Naples,  should  not  be 
made  to  recoil  upon  the  treasury  of  a Sovereign, 
w^ho,  not  only  did  not  show  any,  the  least  acquies- 
ence  in  the  usurpation;  but  did  ail  that  was  in  his 
power,  and  all  that  circumstances  would  permit  to 
vindicate  his  abused  rights.  There  is  still  less  foun- 
davio.n  for  the  arguments  brought  forward  in  the 
note  of  the  24th  August,  to  prove  that  the  Neapoli 
tan  nation  was,  in  some  sort,  a party  to  the  mea- 
sures, by  which  the  Americans  suffered,  and  there- 
fore liable,  in  solidum,  for  the  consequences. 

If  the  inhab  itanis  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  could 
only  have  signified  their  wishes,  these  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  for  the  maintainance  of  rela- 
tions of  justice  and  friendship  with  the  Americans, 
the  only  nation,  which,  by  means  of  its  neutrality, 
might  provide  a vent  for  the  commodities  accu- 
mulated through  so  many  years  in  the  kingdom, 
under  the  operation  of  the  noted  continental  sys- 
tem of  ruinous  memory. 

But  every  body  knows  that  the  Neapolitan  na- 
tion, prostrated  by  a foreign  domination,  was  but 
the  mournful  spectator  and  first  victim  of  the  ar- 
bitrary  acts  which  were  daily  committed:  so  far, 
then,  from  being  able  to  indemnify  others,  it  would 
be  exceedingly  fortunate  if  she  could  find  means  of 
compensating  herself  for  the  losses  and  immense 
injuries  which  she  sustained  during  the  occupation 
of  the  kingdom. 

These  considerations  would  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  prove,  that  the  claims  of  the  American 
merchants  cannot  reach  either  the  actual  govern- 
ment of  his  majesty  or  his  people. 

But  to  make  the  demonstration  co.<i»plete,  and  to 
exhibit  the  question  under  all  its  aspects,  the  un- 
dersigned will  admit,  for  a moment,  the  absurd 
hypothesis,  that  the  present  government  of  Naples 
stands  in  the  place  of  that  of  Murat,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded to  all  his  obligations. 

The  demand  of  Mr.  Pinkney  would  not  be,  on 
this  account,  the  less  unsustainable,  since  the  con- 
fiscation and  sale  of  the  American  vessels  and  car- 
goes, were  acts  which  proceeded  directly  from  the 
power  and  from  the  will  of  Bonaparte.  There  ex- 
ists, in  fact,  in  the  archives  of  the  treasury,  a re- 
port of  the  minister  Agar,  who  presided  over  that 
department  in  1809,  addressed  to  Murat,  who  was 
then  at  Paris. 

The  minister  relates  in  this  report,  that  two 
American  ships  hud  arrived  at  Naples,  one  from 
Salem,  the  other,  last  from  Algiers,  laden  with 
colonial  produce.  And  that  the  necessary  orders 
had  been  given  to  put  the  same  under  sequestra- 
tion, conformably  to  the  directions  antecedently 
issued  from  higher  authority,  with  respect  to  the 
other  vessels  arrived  at  Naples,  before  tlie  depar- 
ture of  Murat  for  Paris 

He  proceeds  then  to  point  out  the  great  benefit 
which  the  treasury  would  derive  from  opening  the 
market  to  the  colonial  produce  lying  on  board  those 
ships,  or  in  the  custom  house  of  Naples,  by  the 
duties  which  would  be  collected  upon  the  sale  of 
it,  and  upon  the  export  of  the  oils  vyhich  the  Ame- 
ricans would  take  as  return  cargoes. 

The  minister  remarks,  in  fine,  that  the  confisca- 
tion itself  of  the  American  vessels  and  cargoes  was 
but  an  inconsiderable  resource,  compared  with  the 
very  great  advantage  which  would  have  resulted  to 
the  treasury  from  an  active  Amer-ican  trade,  could 
it  bave  been  tolerated  in  the  ports  of  the  kingdom. 


Murat  did  not  deem  himself  authorized  to  de- 
cide in  any  way,  and  submitted  the  report  to  his 
brother-in  law,  Napoleon,  who  decreed,  in  margin, 
that  the  vessels  and  cargoes  in  question  should  be 
confiscated,  because  the  embargo  laid  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  induced  him  to  believe  that 
the  produce  must  be  British  property,  and  its  in- 
troduction into  the  continent  a breach,  therefore, 
of  the  two  famous  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

On  the  disclosure  of  this  decision  of  Bonaparte 
in  Naples,  it  was  ordered,  also,  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  should  not  be  paid  over  to  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  state,  but  that  a separate  and  special  ac- 
count should  be  opened  for  them,  which  was  done 
accordingly.  In  order  to  understand  well  this  dis- 
tinction, and  to  be  able  to  draw  from  it  the  conse- 
quences applicable  to  the  case,  it  is  useful  to  note, 
that  during  the  military  occupation  of  the  kingdom, 
there  existed  a treasury,  so  called,  destined  to  re- 
ceive the  public  revenues,  and  defray  the  public 
charges;  and,  as  among  the  latter,  the  support  of 
the  luxurious  household  of  Murat  was  not  the 
least  onerous,  accordingly  the  sums  allotted  to 
this  purpose,  were  paid  into  the  hands  of  a parti- 
cular treasurer,  who  disposed  of  them  as  his  master 
directed. 

Besides  this  particular  chest,  into  which,  moreo» 
ver,  all  the  proceeds  of  the  private  domain  were 
emptied,  Murat  established  another  by  the  name 
of  separate  account  or  fund,  (conto  a parte,)  as  a 
receptacle  for  the  sum  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
vessels  and  cargoes  confiscated  in  1809  and  1812, 
and  also  for  the  profits  of  the  licenses,  which,  in 
imitation  of  England  and  France,  he  sold  to  the 
vessels  entering  and  leaving  the  ports  of  the  king- 
dom. The  new  fund  was  always  considered  as  ap- 
pertaining to  the  extraordinary  and  private  domain 
of  Murat  himself.  An  irrefragable  proof  of  this 
may  be  offered.  The  1st  article  of  one  of  his  de- 
crees of  25th  April,  1812,  is  conceived  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms;  “The  commission  established  by  our 
decree  of  November  30th,  1811,  for  the  purpose 
of  liquidating  the  accounts  of  our  royal  household, 
is,  in  addition,  charged  with  examining  the  ac- 
counts of  the  vessels  sequestered  in  our  ports,  re- 
garded by  us  as  the  property  of  our  extraordinary 
and  private  domain  ** 

Besides,  it  is  enough  to  read  the  account  ren- 
dered, of  the  cashier  of  the  separate  fund,  to  know 
that  the  sums  paid  into  it,  were  dissipated  in  lar- 
gesses to  the  favorites  of  Murat,  in  marriage  por- 
tions to  some  of  his  relatives,  and  in  other  licenti- 
ous expenses  of  Murat,  and  of  his  wife,  especially 
during  their  visit  at  Paris.  It  appears,  moreover, 
that  Murat  having  anticipated,  on  said  fund,  a sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  livres  on  account  of  the 
treasury,  towards  the  cost  of  the  expedition  with 
which,  during  several  months,  he  menaced  Sicily 
with  an  invasion  from  Calabria,  the  minister  of  the 
finances^  lost  no  time  in  reimbursing  the  fund  with 
proceeds  of  the  public  taxes. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  two  important 
and  obvious  consequences  are  to  be  drawn.  The 
first  is,  that  Murat  only  lent  his  name  in  the  confis- 
cation of  American  ships,  as  he  did  merely  in  all  the 
other  measures  pursued  in  Naples,  during  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  kingdom.  This  was  no  mystery, 
nor  could  foreign  nations  be  ignorant  of  it.  Still 
less  could  they  be  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of 
the  power  which  Bonaparte  usurped,  in  order  to 
give  all  possible  latitude  of  effect  to  his  decrees 
of  Milan  and  Berlin,  in  the  countries  over  which 
he  exerted  his  fatal  in'duence. 

Obstinate  in  his  fantasies,  absolute  in  his  will,  he 


53  NILES^  REGISTER^M ARCH  21, 1818— RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 


studied  only  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  his  favorite 
plan.  A mere  remonstrance  on  this  head,  if  Murat 
had  allowed  himself  to  prefer  one,  would  have 
cost  the  latter  his  crown.  Holland  furnished  an 
incontestibie  example  of  this  truth. 

Murat,  then,  let  it  be  repeated,  was  but  the  pas- 
sive instrument  of  the  will  of  Bonoparte,  in  the 
confiscation  of  the  American  ships,  and  if  this 
could  give  birth  to  responsibility,  such  responsibi- 
lity should  no  longer  be  imputed  to  the  country 
over  which  he  reigned,  and  still  less  to  the  govern- 
ment which  has  there  resumed  its  lawful  authority. 

The  other,  and  not  less  important  consequence, 
is,  that  the  treasury,  which  was  the  fund  of  the 
state,  never  enjoyed  the  proceeds  of  the  confisca- 
tions, and  that,  instead  of  being  employed  to  alle- 
viate the  burdens  of  the  people,  or  applied  to  the 
improvement  or  embellishment  of  the  country,  as 
is  supposed  in  the  note  of  the  24th  of  August,  those 
proceeds  only  served  to  feed  the  caprices,  and  the 
oriental  pomp  of  the  family  of  Murat,  and  his  ad 
herents. 

After  this  rapid  and  faithful  exposition  of  facts, 
the  undersigned  will  not  enter  upon  the  inquiry, 
whether  the  American  merchants  would  have  been 
entitled  to  call  for  indemnity,  if  the  power,  which 
commanded  and  executed  the  confiscation  of  their 
property  had,  unfortunately,  continued  to  flourish. 

He  will  go  no  further  than  to  remark  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  that  such  a call  could  not  affect  the  actual 
government  of  his  majesty,  nor  his  people;  and  his 
excellency  and  his  government  are  too  enlightened 
and  too  impartial  not  to  be  fully  conviaced  of  this, 
now  that  they  can  dwell  upon  circumstances,  which 
perhaps  were  not  previously  within  their  know- 
ledge. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  this 
occasion,  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed)  IL  MARCHERS  DI  CIRCELLO. 


Relations  with  Spain. 

raOM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLI&ENCER  OF  MONDAY  LAST. 

On  Saturday  the  president  communicated  to  the 
house  of  representative.*?,  a complete  view  of  the 
state  of  our  relations  with  Spain,  up  to  this  date. 

The  message  and  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
of  state  are  as  follows: 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  16th  of  December,  and  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  24  th  of  February  last,  I lay  before 
congress  a report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
papers  referred  to  in  it,  respecting  the  negociation 
with  tlie  government  of  Spain.  To  explain  fully 
tlte  nature  of  the  differences  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  and  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  go  back  to  an  early 
epoch.  The  recent  correspondence,  with  the  do- 
cuments accompanying  it,  will  give  a full  view  of 
the  whole  subject,  and  place  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States,  in  every  stage,  and  under  every 
circumstance,  for  justice,  moderation,  and  a firm 
adherence  to  their  rights,  on  the  high  andhonora 
ble  ground,  which  it  has  invariably  sustained. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washingto7i,  March  14,  1818. 

Department  of  state,  14th  March,  1818, 
The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  have  been  re- 
ferred the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  16th  Decem- 
ber, and  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  of  24th 
February  last,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the 


president  the  correspondence  between  this  depart- 
ment and  the  Spanish  minister  residing  here,  since 
he  received  the  last  instructions  of  his  government 
to  renew  the  negociation  which,  at  the  time  of  the 
last  communication  to  congress,  was  suspended  by 
the  insufficiency  of  his  powers.  These  documents 
will  shew  the  present  state  of  the  relations  between 
the  two  governments. 

As  in  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  de  Onis  of  the  6th 
of  December,  against  the  occupation  by  the  United 
Sutes  of  Amelia  Island,  he  refers  to  a previous 
communication  from  him,  denouncing  the  expedi- 
tion  of  sir  Gregor  McGregor  against  that  place,  his 
note  of  9th  July,  being  the  paper  thus  referred  to, 
is  added  to  the  papers  now  transmitted.  Its  date, 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  occupation  of 
Amelia  by  McGregor,  will  shew  that  it  was  writ- 
ten ten  days  after  that  event;  and  the  contents  of 
his  note  of  6th  December  will  shew  that  measures 
had  been  taken  by  the  competent  authorities  of  the 
United  States  to  arrest  McGregor  as  soon  as  the 
unlawfulness  of  his  proceedings  within  our  juris- 
diction had  been  made  known  to  them  by  legal  evi- 
dence, although  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
process  before  it  could  be  served  upon  his  person. 
The  tardiness  of  Mr.  Onis’s  remonstrance  is  of  it- 
self a decisive  vindicauon  of  the  magistri^tes  of  the 
United  States  against  any  imputation  of  neglect  to 
enforce  the  laws;  for,  if  the  Spanish  minister  him- 
self had  no  evidence  of  the  project  of  McGregor, 
sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  addressing  a note  upon 
the  subject  to  this  department,  until  ten  days  af- 
ter it  had  been  accomplished,  it  cannot  be  suppos- 
ed that  officers,  whose  authority  to  act  commenced 
only  a.  the  moment  of  the  actual  violation  of  the 
laws,  and  Who  could  be  justified  only  by  clear  and 
explicit  evidence  of  the  facts  in  proof  of  such  vio- 
lation, should  have  been  apprized  of  the  necessity 
of  their  interposition  in  time  to  make  it  effectual 
before  the  person  accused  had  departed  from  this 
country. 

As,  in  the  recent  discussions  between  Mr.  Onis 
and  this  department,  there  is  frequent  reference  to 
those  of  the  negociation  at  Aranjuez  in  1805,  the 
correspondence  between  the  extraordinary  mission 
of  the  UnitedStates  at  that  period,  and  Don  Pedro 
Cevallos,  then  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in 
Spain,  will  be  also  submitted  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
be  laid  before  congress,  together  with  the  corres- 
pondence between  Don  Francisco  Pizarro  and  Mr. 
Ervingy  immediately  preceding  the  transmission 
of  new  instructions  to  Mr.  Onis,  and  other  corres- 
pondence of  Mr.  Onis  with  this  department,  tend- 
ing to  complete  the  view  of  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

[Accompanying  this  report  were  the  documents, 
of  which  the  following  is  a list:] 

No.  1.  Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
9ih  July,  1817. 

No.  2.  The  same  to  the  same,  6th  December, 
1817. 

No.  3.  The  same  to  the  same,  10th  December, 
1817. 

No.  4.  The  secretary  of  state  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis, 
16th  December,  1817. 

No.  5.  Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
29th  December,  1817. 

No.  6.  The  same  to  the  s;-me,  5th  January,  1818. 

No.  7.  The  same  to  the  same,  8th  January,  1818. 

No.  8.  The  same  to  the  same,  8th  January,  1818. 

No.  9.  The  secretary  of  slate  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis, 
16th  January,  1818. 
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No  10.  D®js  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  . or 
state.  24th  January,  1818. 

No.  11.  The  same  to  the  same,  10th  February, 
1818. 

No.  12.  The  secretary  of  state  to  Don  Luis  de 
Ou!S,  12th  of  March,  1818,  (with  enclosures,  A.  1, 
B.  2,  C.  3,  D,  4,  E.  5.) 

The  documents  are  of  such  volume,  that  it  would 
require  the  whole  space  of  our  columns  for  a week 
to  publish  them. 

We  must  therefore  content  ourselves  with  the 
following  abstract,  for  the  present. 

No.  1.  Is  a letter  from  the  Spanish  minister  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  remonstrating  against  the 
expedition  of  Sir  Gregor  McGregor,  then  on  foot. 

No.  2.  Is  also  a letter  from  the  Spanish  minister 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  December  6, 1817, 
remonstrating  against  the  measure,  just  announced 
in  the  president’s  message,  of  the  suppression  of 
the  establishments  at  Amelia  Island  and  Galvezton. 

No.  3.  Is  a letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  of 
the  10th  December,  1817,  announcing  his  readiness 
and  desire  to  renew  the  negociations  on  the  exist- 
ing differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  to  bring  the  same  to  a speedy  termina- 
tion. 

No.  4.  Is  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to 
the  Spanish  minister,  appointing  a time  to  com- 
municate with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  last  note, 
and  assuring  him  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  presi- 
dent at  the  information  it  conveyed. 

No.  5 Is  a long  letter  from  the  minister  of  Spain, 
of  29th  December  last,  containing  a treatise  rela- 
tive  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Louisiana,  and  ad- 
vancing anew  all  the  claims  heretofore  set  up  by 
Spain  in  this  respect. 

No,  6.  Is  a letter  of  still  greater  length,  of  the  5 th 
January  fast,  from  the  Spanish  minister,  and  of  the 
same  character,  respecting  the  -western  boundary  of 
Louisiana. 

No.  7.  ]^s  a letter,  also  of. considerable  length,  of 
the  8th  of  January  last,  respecting  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  on  Spain  for  spoliations. 

No.  8.  Is  a letter  from  the  Spanish  minister  of 
the  same  date,  making  a formal  protest  against  the 
actual  occupation  of  Amelia  Island,  just  then  an- 
nounced by  the  president  to  congress. 

No.  9.  Is  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to 
the  Spanish  minister,  under  date  of  the  16ih  Jan- 
uary, waving  a reply  to  the  long  letters  of  M.  De 
Onis,  on  the  ground  of  the  staleness  of  the  subjects 
of  them,  and  their  frequent  discussion  heretofore; 
proposing  a negociation  on  specific  terms;  justify- 
ing the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island;  and  express- 
ing a desire  to  proceed  to  conclude  a treaty,  with- 
out reverting  to  a course  of  proceeding,  the  only 
result  of  which  must  be  further  procrastination. 

No.  10.  Is  a letter  from  the  Spanish  minister,  of 
date  January  24,  complaining  that  a discussion  of 
the  old  topics  is  avoided,  and  intimating  that  it 
must  be  because  his  arguments  and  the  claims  of 
Spain  are  unanswerable,  &c. — proposing  a different 
project  of  a treaty;  and  renewing  the  protest  against 
the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island  and  Galvezton. 

No.  11.  Is  another  letter  from  the  Spanish  mi- 
nister, soliciting  a reply  to  his  former  letters;  reca- 
pitulating his  former  points,  and  offering  to  submit 
the  differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  to  the  mediation  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
European  powers. 

No.  12.  Is  a very  long  and  able  reply  from  the 
secretary  of  stat6  to  the  several  letters  of  the 
Spanish  minister;  complying  with  his  wish  for  a 


pi.riicuiar  reply  to  his  representations,  and  com- 
mencing at  the  source  ©f  each  of  the  subjects  of 
difference,  and  exploring  them  to  their  present 
state.  This  letter,  framed  with  much  preci.sion 
and  force,  may  be  considered  as  conclusive.  It  is 
impossible  to  present  the  whole  of  it  in  one  paper. 
We  have  selected  the  concluding  paragraphs, 
v/hich  will  afford  to  every  reader  a general  idea  of 
the  present  state  of  bur  relations  with  Spain. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  secretary  Abams  to  don 
Luis  De  Onis,  dated  March  12,  1818- 
'‘You  perceive,  sir,  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  not  prepared  either  to  renounce 
any  thing  of  the  claims  which  it  has  been  so  long 
urging  upon  the  justice  of  Spain,  or  to  acquiesce 
in  any  of  those  arguments  which  appear  to  you  so 
luminous  and  irresistible.  Determined  to  pursue 
the  establishment  of  their  rights,  as  long  as  by  any 
possibility  they  can  be  pursued  through  the  paths 
of  peace^  they  have  acquiesced,  as  the  message  of 
the  president  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  congress  has  informed  you,  in  that  policy 
of  Spain  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  the  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  these  interests;  not  from  an 
insensibility  to  their  importance  to  this  union,  nor 
from  any  indifference  to  the  object  of  being  upon 
terms  of  cordial  harmony  with  Spain;  but,  because 
peace  is  among  the  dearest  and  most  earnest  ob- 
jects of  their  policy;  and  because  they  have  consi- 
dered, and  still  consider  it,  more  corigenial  to  the 
principles  of  humanity,  and  to  the  permanent  wel- 
fare of  both  nations,  to  wait  for  the  favorable  opera- 
tion of  time  upon  the  prejudices  and  passions  op. 
posed  to  them,  than  to  resort  to  the  unnecessary 
agency  of  force.  After  a lapse  of  thirteen  years  of 
patient  forbearance,  in  waiting  for  the  moment 
when  Spain  should  find  it  expedient  to  meet  iheir 
constant  desire  of  bringing  to  a happy  and  harmoni- 
ous termination  all  the  conflicting  interests  between 
them,  it  will  need  little  additional  effort  to  wait 
•somewhat  longer  with  the  same  expectation.  The 
president  deems  this  course  even  more  advisable 
than  that  of  refering  the  questions  depending  be- 
tween the  two  nations  to  the  arbitrament  or  media- 
tion of  one  or  more  friendly  European  powers,  as 
you  have  been  authorized  to  propose.  The  state- 
ment in  your  note  of  the  10th  of  February,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  is  not  altogether  correct.  It 
is  not  the  British  government  which,  on  this  occa- 
sion, has  offered:  but  your  government  which,  wiih- 
out  first  consulting  or  asking  the  concurrence  of 
the  United  States,  has  requested  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain.  The  British  government,  as  must 
be  well  known  to  you,  have  declined  the  offer  of 
their  mediation,  unless  it  should  be  requested  by 
both  parties;  and  have  communicated  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  this  overture  on  the 
part  of  Spain.  The  president  has  thought  proper 
from  motives  which  he  has  no  doubt  will  be  deem- 
ed satisfactory,  both  to  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
to  decline  uniting  in  this  request.  He  is  indeed 
fully  persuaded  that,  notwithstanding  any  prepos- 
sessions which  the  British  government  may  hereto- 
fore have  entertained  with  regard  to  any  of  the 
points  in  controversy,  they  would  have  been  entire- 
ly- discarded  in  assuming  the  office  of  a mediator. 
But  it  has  hitherto  been  the  policy,  both  of  Europe 
and  of  the  United  States,  to  keep  aloof  from  the 
general  federative  system  of  each  other.  The  Eu- 
ropean states  are  combined  together,  and  connect- 
ed with  one  another,  by  a multitude  of  important 
interests  and  relations,  with  wiiich  the  United 
States  have  no  concern,  with  which  they  have  al- 
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ways  manifested  the  determination  not  to  interfere, 
and  of  which  no  communication  being  made  to  them 
by  the  governments  of  Europe,  they  have  not  in- 
formation competent  to  enable  them  to  estimate 
their  extent  and  bearings.  The  United  States,  in 
justice  to  themselves,  in  justice  to  that  harmony 
which  they  earnestly  desire  to  cultivate  with  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  in  justice  to  that  fundamen- 
tal system  of  policy  which  forbids  them  from  enter- 
ing the  labyrinth  of  European  politics,  must  de- 
cline soliciting  or  acceding  to  the  interference  of 
any  other  government  of  Europe,  for  the  settlement 
of  their  differences  with  Spain. 

But  however  discouraging  the  tenor  and  charac- 
ter of  your  recent  notes  has  been  to  the  hopes 
which  the  promises  and  professions  of  your  govern- 
ment had  excited,  that  the  time  for  adjustment  of 
these  differences  with  Spain,  herself,  had  at  length 
arrived,  the  United  States  will  not  abandon  the  ex- 
pectation that  more  correct  views  of  the  subject 
will  ultimately  be  suggested  to  your  government, 
and  they  will  always  be  disposed  to  meet  them  in 
the  spirit  of  justice  and  amity.  With  regard  to 
those  parts  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  which  have 
been  incorporated  within  the  state  of  that  name,  it 
is  time  that  the  discussion  should  cease — forming 
part  of  the  territory  of  a sovereign  and  independent 
state  of  this  union,  to  dispose  of  them  is  not  within 
the  competency  of  the  executive  government  of 
the  U.  States;  nor  will  the  discussion  be  hereafter 
continued.  But  if  you  have  proposals  to  make,  to 
which  it  is  possible  for  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  listen  with  a prospect  of  bringing  them 
to  any  practicable  conclusion,  I ^m  authorized  to 
receive  them,  and  to  conclude  with  you  a treaty  for 
the  adjustment  of  all  the  differences  between  the 
two  nations,  upon  terms  which  may  be  satisfactory 
to  both. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  for  the  occupation 
of  Amelia  Island,  the  messages  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  congress,  and  my  letter  to 
you  of  16th  January,  have  given  the  explanations 
which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  satisfactory  to  your 
government.  The  exposed  and  feeble  situation  of 
that  island,  as  well  as  the  remainder  of  East  Flori- 
da, with  their  local  position  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  United  States,  have  always  been  among  the  pri- 
mary inducements  of  the  United  States  for  urging 
to  Spain,  the  expediency  to  the  interests  of  both 
nations,  that  Spain  should  cede  them  for  a just 
and  suitable  equivalent  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  1805,  from 
Messrs.  Pinkney  and  Monroe,  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  the 
following  passage  stands  prominent  among  the  ar- 
guments used  by  them  to  that  effect.  “Should 
Spain,”  say  they,  “not  place  a strong  force  in  Flo- 
rida, it  will  not  escape  your  excellency’s  attention, 
that  it  will  be  mucli  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being 
taken  possession  of  by  some  other  power,  who 
might  wish  to  hold  it  with  very  different  views  to- 
wards Spain  than  those  which  animate  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Without  a strong  force 
being  there,  it  might  even  become  an  asylum  for 
adventurers  and  freebooters,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  both  nations”. 

You  know,  sir,  how  far  the  events  thus  anticipat- 
ed, and  pointed  out  so  early  as  in  January,  1805, 
to  the  prudent  forecast  of  Spain,  have  been  realiz- 
ed. Pensacola  has  been  occupied  by  another  pow- 
er, for  tiie  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  from  it 
against  the  United  States,  and  Amelia  Island  has 
been  occupied  by  atlventurers,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  both  nations,  and  all  others  engaged  in  law- 
ful commerce  upon  the  Guiph  of  Mexico  Before 


these  events  occurred,  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  aware  of  the  great  and  growing  danger  of 
them,  which  had  been  so  long  before  distinctly 
foreseen,  had  made  it  the  duty  of  the  executive 
government,  in  the  case  of  such  a contingency,  to 
take  the^  temporary  possession  of  the  country 
which  might  be  necessary  to  avert  the  injuides  that 
must  result  from  it.  Amelia  Island  was  taken,  not 
from  the  possession  of  Spain,  but  of  those  from 
whom  she  had  been  equaOy  incapable  of  keeping 
or  of  recovering  its  possession,  and  who  were  using 
it  for  purposes  incompatible  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions and  of  the  United  States.  No  purpose,  either 
of  taking  or  of  retaining  it  as  a conquest  from 
Spain,  has  ever  been  entertained,  and  unless  ceded 
by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  it  will  be  restored, 
whenever  the  danger  of  its  being  again  thus  occu- 
pied and  misused  shall  have  ceased. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the  proposal,  that 
the  United  States  should  take  any  further  mea- 
sures than  those  already  provided  by  law  for  pre- 
venting armaments  hostile  to  Spain  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  is  inadmissible.  The 
measures  already  taken,  and  the  laws  already  exist- 
ing against  hostile  armaments  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion, incompatible  with  the  obligations  of  neutrali- 
ty, are  sufficient  for  its  preservation;  and  the  neces- 
sary means  will  continue  to  be  used,  as  they  have 
been,  to  carry  them  faitlifully  into  execution. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


CONGRESS, 

SEIfATK. 

March,  11. — After  other  business — 

Mr,  Buggies  moved  that  the  bill  providing  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves,  &c.  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  Ju!y  next,  (to  reject  it)  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Burrill,  Daggett,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Tichenor,  Van  Dyke — 11, 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Campbell,  Crittenden,  Dicker- 
son,  Eppes,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborougb, 
Johnson,  Leake,  Macon,  Otis,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Williams,'of  Mississippi,  Williams, 
of  Tennessee—18. 

After  the  rejection  of  some  proposed  amend- 
ments— the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

March  12.— Mr  Roberts,  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  memo- 
rial of  a committee  on  behalf  of  the  surviving  offi- 
cers of  the  revolutionary  army,  soliciting  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  half-pay  for  life,  as  promised  by 
the  resolves  of  congress. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  persons 
of  color  for  sale,  &c.  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  pro- 
viding for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  and  in- 
dented servants,  was  read  a third,  as  amended, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  house  for  concurrence 
in  the  amendments. 

Those  who  voted  for  its  passage  were  Messrs. 
Campbell,  Crittenden,  Eppes,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Goldsborougb,  Johnson,  Macon,  Otis,  Sanford, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Williams  of 
of  Miss.  Williams  of  Tenn. — IT. 

Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Burrill,  Daggett,  Dick- 
erson, Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  No- 
|ble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  T.ichenor,  Van  Dyke— 13. 
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The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  promotion 
of  the  useful  arts,  was  considered  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  amended,  and  subsequently  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

March  13.  The  engrossed  bill  in  “addition  to 
the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts,” 
and  the  engrossed  bill  respecting  the  transporta- 
tion of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  &c.  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed  and  sent 
to  the  other  house  for  concurrence.  Adjourned  to 
Monday. 

March  16.  The  same  message  was  received  from 
the  president,  as  was  on  Saturday  received  bv  the 
house  of  representatives,  respecting  our  reMions 
with  Spain. 

Two  messages  were  also  received  from  the  pre- 
sident, transmitting  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  executive  relating  to  the  proceedings 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session  setting  apart  and 
disposing  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  the  olive; 
and  a statement  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of 
the  progress  made  under  the  act  to  provide  for  sur- 
veying the  coast  of  the  United  States:  all  whieh 
messages  were  read. 

The  following  resolve,  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
Storer,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instruct- 
ed to  procure  copies  of  the  existing  militia  laws  of 
the  several  states  and  territories,  with  correct  re- 
ports  of  the  number  and  organization  of  the  militia, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  in 
the  first  week  in  the  next  session. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  moved  by 
Mr.  Roberts,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  further  pro- 
visions by  law,  for  preventing  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign 
kingdom,  place  or  country. 

The  proposition  to  adjourn  on  Monday  the  12th 
April  was  taken  up;  and  a motion  being  made  to 
postpone  the  consideration  thereof  to  next  Monday 
week,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  16  to  15. 

"Mr.  King  laid  upon  the  table  a long  resolution 
proposing  in  substance,  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  resum- 
ed and  completed  the  survey  of  the  harbors  of  Bos- 
ton, Newport,  andNew-York,  with  the  two  entranc- 
es thereof:  of  the  waters  of  Lower  Chesapeake 
bay  and  of  York  river,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
two  suitable  stations  for  depots,  &c.  and  that  the 
report  be  submitted  to  the  senate  within  the  first 
week  of  the  next  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REFKESENTATIVES. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion that  Razos’’  memorial  should  not  be  received— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Vt.  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va.  Barber,  O.  Bale- 
man,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bryan,  Bur- 
well,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colston, 
Comstock,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cruger,  Culbreth,  Cush- 
man, Darlington,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards,  Ellicott, 
Erwin,  S.  C.  Folger,  Forsyth,  Gage.  Garnett,  Hall, 
N.  C.  Hasbrouck,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Hitchcock, 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntingdon, 
Irving,  N Y.  Johnson,  Va.  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn, 
Little,  Lowndes,  M'Lane,  W.  P.  Maclay,  M*Coy, 
Marchand,  Marr,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Merrill, 
Middleton,  Mills,  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelsoj.,  New,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
OiT,  Owen,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pa  v'ing, 
Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter, 


Reed,  Rhea,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Ken.  Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savage,  Saw- 
yer, Schuyler,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert, 
Shaw,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Slocomb,  S. 
Smith,  Smith,  Balt  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed, 
Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,. 
Tyler,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Williams,  Con.  Wil- 
liams, N.  Y.  Williams,  N.  C.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Pen* 
-127. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Penn.  Anderson,  Ken* 
Bassett,  Bellinger,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boden, 
Desha,  Forney,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Ken* 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Livermore,  Mumford,  T.  M.  Nelson, 
Porter,  Quarles,  Robertson,  Lou.  Southard,  Spen- 
cer, Strother,  Trimble,  Tucker,  Va,  Tucker  S.  C. 
Walker,  N.  C.  Whiteside — 28. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  petition  be  not 
received. 

Friday,  March  13.  After  receiving  several  re- 
ports, &c. 

The  house  again  having  resplved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  ^mith,  of  Maryland, 
in  the  chair,  on  the  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  power 
and  duty  of  congress  to  authorise  the  making  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  states; 

Mr.  Tucker  concluded  his  speech  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Pindall  delivered  a speech  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  of  about  an  hour’s  length. 

Mr.  Orr  followed  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the 
question,  in  a speech  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Clay  then  again  addressed  the  committee^ 
about  two  hours,  in  support  of  the  resolutions,  and 
in  reply  to  their  opponents. 

Mr.  JYelson  spoke  a short  time  in  reply  to  Mr, 
Clay,  and 

Mr.  Clhy  briefly  rejoined;  after  which, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolutions 
to  the  house,  and 

The  house  adjourned  at  half  past  live  o’clock. 
Saturday,  March  14.  The  common  business  of 
the  day  being  disposed  of — 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals;  and 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  first  reso- 
lution reported  by  said  committee  in  the  following 
words: 

1.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  power,  under  the 
constitution,  to  appropriate  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  post  roads,  military  and  other  roads, 
and  of  canals,  and  for  the  improvement  of  water 
courses. 

Several  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject — a mo- 
tion for  indefinite  postponement  was  negatived — 
ayes  77,  nays  87. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  first  resolution  adopted  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  as  above  stated,  and  decided  as  follows: 
Yea-s — Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Ky.  Baldwin, 
Barber,  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field, Campbell,  Colston,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Cru- 
ger, Cushman,  Darlington,  Ellicott,  Ervin,  S.  C- 
Forsyth,  Gage,  Hail,  Del.  Harrison,  Hasbrouck, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister, 
Hitchcock,  Holmes,  Mass.  Hopkinson,  Hubbard, 
Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson,  Ky.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  M‘Lane,  W.  P.  M'Clay, 
Marchand,  Marr,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Mumford,  Merry,  Jer.  Nelson,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pin- 
dali,  Poindexcei’,  Porter,  Quarles,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Ky.  Robertson,  Lou.  Savage,  Schuyler,  Ser- 
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g^eant,  Spybert,  Simpkins,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith,  Bal. 
Smith,  Southard,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Trimble,  Tucker,  Va.  Up- 
siam,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside, 
Whitman,  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Mass.  Wilson,  Pa. — 90. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  Vt. 
Anderson,  Pa.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va.  Bassett, 
Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Bryan,  Bur- 
well,  Bntler,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cul- 
breth,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards,  Polger,  For- 
ney, Garnett,  Hale,  Hall,  N.  C.  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hun-  j 
ter,  Huntingdon,  Johnson,  Va.  Kirtland,  M‘Coy, 
Mason,  M iss.  Mason,  R.  I.  Merrill,  Mills,  Moseley, 
IL  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New,  Orr,  Owen,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rice,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Buggies,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed, 
Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Town 
send.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Tyler,  Walker,  N.  C.  Wil- 
liams, Con.  Williams,  N.  Y.  Williams,  N.  G. — 75. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  having  been  read  in  the 
following  words: 

2.  Resolvedy  That  congress  has  power,  under  the 
constitution,  to  construct  post  roads  and  military 
roads,  provided  that  private  property  be  not  taken 
for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

After  debate — 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ag’reeing  to  the 
second  resolution  as  above  stated,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs^  Anderson,  Ken.  Baldwin,  Barber, 
Ohio,  Batemen,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Campbell,  Colston,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Cruger, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  EUicott,  Ervin,  S.  C.  For- 
syth, Gage,  Hall,  Del.  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Hen- 
dricks, Herbert,  Herkimer„Herrick,  Hlester,  Hitch- 
cock, Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson, 
Ken.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Livermore* 
Lowndes,  M‘Lane,  Marcfaand,  Marr,  Mercer, 
Moore,  Morton,  Mumford,  Murray,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Peter,  Piii- 
dall,  Porter,  Quarles,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ken.  Ro- 
bertson, Lou,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Seybert, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Bal.  Smith,  Southard,  Speed, 
Spencer.  Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Mass.  Wil- 
son, Pa. — 82. 

Nays — Messrs,  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Al- 
len, Vt.  Anderson,  Pa.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va, 
Bassett,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Boss, 
Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler,  Clagett,  Claiborne,  Cobb, 
Criok,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards, Folger,  Forney,  Garnett,  Hale,  Hall,  N.  C. 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Mass.  Holmes,  Con.  Hunter,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Johnson,  Va.  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maclay, 
M'Coy,  Mason,  Mass.  Mason,  R.  1.  Merrill,  Mills, 
Moseley,  Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson, 
New,  O'.T,  Owen,  Pitken,  Pleasants,  Poindexter, 
Re«d,  Rliea,  Rice,  Richards,  Ringgol  I,  Ruggles, 
Sampson,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Settle,  Sh  tw,  Sher- 
wood, Silsbee,  S.  Smith,  Alex.  Smydi,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Stewart,  N.  C.  Stro'  g,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Town- 
send, Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Tyler,  W lkef, 
N.  C.  Whiimao,  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y. 
Williams,  N.  C.— 84. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Strollier  desired  to  record  his  vote  in  the 
negative  on  this  question,  having  been  accidently 
out  of  the  house  when  tlie  question  was  put;  but 
the  standing  rule  forbad  tlie  feave 

The  third  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows; 


Resolvedy  That  congress  has  power  under  the 
constitution  to  construct  roads  and  canals  necessa- 
ry for  commerce  between  the  states;  provided,  that 
private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  purposes, 
without  just  compensation.” 

After  negativing  some  proposed  amendments — 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  third  resolve, 
as  above  stated,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ky.  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man, Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Campbell,  Cols- 
ton, Comstock,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Cushman,  Dar- 
lington, EUicott,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Forsyth,  Gage,  Hall, 
Del.  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Her- 
rick, Hiestoi’,  Hitchcock,  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Ir- 
ving, N.  Y.  Johnson,  Ken.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  .M‘Lane,  Marchand,  Moore, 
Morton,  Mumford,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Patterson,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pbrter,  Quarles, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Ken.  Robertson,  Lou.  Savage, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Simpkins,  Bal.  Smith,  Spen- 
cer, Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Terrill,  Trim- 
ble, Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  White- 
side,  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Mass.  Wilson,  Pen. — 71. 

Nays — Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  Vt. 
Anderson,  Pa.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va.  Barber* 
Ohio,  Bassett,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden* 
Boss,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler,  Clagett,  Claiborne* 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle* 
Edwards,  Folger,  Forney,  Garnett,  Hale,  Hall,  N. 
C.  Hendricks,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Mass.  Holmes,  Con. 
Hunter,  Huntingdon,  Johnson,  Vir.  W.  Maclay* 
W.  P.  Maclay,  M‘Coy,  Marr,  Mason,  Mass.  Ma- 
son, R.  I.  Mercer,  Merrill,  Mills,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Jer,  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New* 
Orr,  Owen,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rice,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Ruggles,  Samp- 
son, Sawyer,  Scudder,  Setde,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Sher- 
wood, Silsbee,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth* 
J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stuart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Strother, 
Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  TownsPnd,  Tucker,  Va. 
Tucker,  S.  C.  Tyler,  Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Ken, 
Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y.  Wil- 
liams, N.  C. — 95 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  then  read  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

^'‘Resolvedy  That  congress  has  power  under  the 
constitution,  to  construct  canals  for  milit<ary  pur- 
poses, provided  that  no  private  property  be  taken 
for  any  such  purpose  without  just  compensation 
being  made  therefor.” 

The  question  on  said  resolution  was  then  decided 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Ky.  Baldwin* 
Bateman,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Campbell* 
Colston,  Comstock,  Cruger,  Cushman,  Darlington* 
EUicott,  Erving,  S.  C.  Forsyth,  Gage,  Hall,  Del. 
Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Herki- 
mer, Herrick,  Hiester,  Hitchcock,  Hopkinson,  Hub- 
bard, Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson,  Ky.  Jones,  Kinsey* 
Lawyer,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes, ,M‘Lane,  Mar- 
chand, Marr,  Mercer,  Moore,  Morton,  Mumford, 
Murray,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patte -son. 
Pawling,  Peter,  Pimlall,  Porter,  Quarles,  Rich* 
Robertson,  K\ . Robertson,  Lou.  Savage,  Schuyler* 
Sergeant,  Seybert,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.d.  Smith* 
Southard,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge* 
T ut,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Upham,  Wallace* 
Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Wilson, 
Mass.  Wilson,  Pa.—81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Alle^  , Vt. 
Anderson,  Pa.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va.  Bar  er* 
Oh  o,  Bassett,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden, 
Boss*  Bryan*  Burwell*  Butler,  Clagett,  Claiborne^^ 
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Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle, 
Edwarrls,  Folger,  Forney,  Garnett,  Hale,  Hogg-, 
Holmes,  Mass.  Holmes,  Con,  Huntingdon,  John- 
son, Va.  W.  Maclay,  W.  P Maclay,  M‘Coy,  Ma- 
son, Mass.  Mason,  R.  I.  Merrill,  Mills,  Moseley, 
Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New,  Orr, 
Owen,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Rice,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Ruggles,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Scudder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silshee,  S.  Smith,  Alex. 
Smyth,  J.  S Smith,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Stro- 
ther, Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Va. 
Tucker,  S C.  Tyler,  Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Ken. 
"Whilrnan,  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y.  Wil- 
liams, N.  C. — 83 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  result  of  the  whole  proceeding  is,  that  the 
house  have  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

“That  congress  liave  power,  under  the  constitu- 
tion,, to  appropriate  money  for  the  construction  of 
post  roads,  military  and  other  roads,  and  of  canals, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  water  courses.” 

Mr.  Poindexter  then  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

** Resolved,  That  congress  have  power,  under  the 
constitution,  to  appropriate  money  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  roads  and  canals,  which  shall  be 
laid  out,  and  constructed,  under  the  authority  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  states  through  which  they 
pass.” 

After  some  conversation — 

The  q uestion  being  taken  thereon,  \yas  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Lo-wndes  then  remarked,  that,  after  the  deci- 
sion of  this  house  to  day,  there  could  be  do  doubt 
that  a large  majority  of  the  house  entertained  the 
conviction  of  the  power  of  congress  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads  and 
canals.  The  sense  of  the  house  being  thus  ascer- 
tained, and  the  obstruction  removed  to  any  propo- 
sition embracing  that  object;  he  moved  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Va.  from  the  committee  on  roads 
and  canals,  reported  a bill  making  further  appro- 
priations for  the  Cumberland  road;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Our  relations  ivith  Spain. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  J.  J,  Monroe, 
respecting  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Spain;  which  message  and  report  were  read  and 
r^erred  to  the  committee  of  fpreign  relations. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  16.  After  disposing  of  much 
minor  business — Mr.  Poindexter,  from  a select  com 
mittee,  reported  a bill  authorising  the  election  of 
a delegate  from  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  ex- 
tending the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  said 
territory.  [Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  next  day.] 

Mr.  Tallmadffe,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
cat  als,  reported  a bill  authorising  a subscription 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  one  thousand 
I shares  in  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
I canal  campany;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mit, ed. 

Mr.  Mercer, ivom  the  committee  to  wdiom  it  had 
been  referred,  reported  the  resolution  from  the 
senate  directing  the  publication  of  the  journal  of 
tlie  convention,  with  an  amendment,  proposing  ihe 
publication  of  the  secret  journals  of  congress,  and 
its  correspondence  with  foreign  powers,  prior  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in  1783. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Herbert  in  tfie  chair,  on  the  bill  from 
the  senate, making  appropriations  for  repairing  and 
keeping  in  repair  certain  roads,  from  Fort  Haw- 
kins to  Fort  St.  Stephens,  and  from  Columbia  in 
Tennessee,  by  the  Choctaw  agency, to  Madisonvilltj 
in  Louisiana.  To  the  same  committee  had  been 
referred  a bill,  reported  to  day,  respecting  the 
Chesapeake  canal. 

This  produced  a considerable  debate— [From  the 
elucidation  of  this  business  by  Mr.  M^Lane,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  original  stock  of  the  company  was 
400,000  dollars,  of  which  about  150,000  dollars 
have  been  paid  up  and  expended.  The  state  of 
Pennsylvania  has  agreed  to  take  an  additional  stock 
to  the  amount  of  75,000  dollars;  Maryland  to  tlie 
amount  of  50,000,  and  Delaware  to  the  amount  of 
20,000,  provided  the  United  States  agree  to  take 
shares  to  the  amount  of  150,000  dollars.  The  es- 
timated expense  of  the  work  is  800,000  dollars, 
the  balance  is  expected  to  be  made  up  by  individual 
subscription.] 

After  several  gentlemen  had  spoken,  for  and 
against  the  bills,  the  committee  then  rose,  re- 
ported their  assent  to  the  bill  respecting  the  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee  roads  bill,  and  reported  pro- 
gress on  the  canal  bill. 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
83  to  .55. 

Tuesday,  March  17,  After  some  remarks  to  the 
proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Taylor  on  the  lOth, 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  house,  was  agreed  to, 
without  a division,  as  follows: 

“After  six  days  from  the  commencement  of  a 
second  or  a subsequent  session  of  any  congress, 
all  bills,  resolutions  and  reports  which  originated 
in  theliouse,  and  at  the  close  of  the  next  preced- 
ing session,  remained  undetermined,  shall  be  re- 
sumed and  acted  on  in  the  same  manner  as  if  an  ad- 
journment had  not  taken  place.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  alter- 
ing so  much  of  the  laws  now  in  force  for  regulating 
thh  territorial  governments  of  the  United  States, 
as  requires  a freehold  property  in  the  territories 
respectively,  as  a qualification  for  office. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

[The  salary  of  the  district  judge  was  fixed  at 
2000 — and  of  the  district  attorney  at  500  dollars, 
which  were  concurred  in  by  the  house,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.] 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Mcl.  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  in  addition  to  “an  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,”  and  to  re- 
peal the  acts  therein  mentioned;  (to  incorporate  in- 
to one  act,  with  some  amendments,  the  several 
law.s  heretofore  passed  o enforce  the  neutral  obli- 
gations of  the  United  States.) 

The  committee  spent  two  hours  very  busily  in 
discussing  the  details  of  this  hill,  and  motions 
to  alter  or  modify  them,  when,  a little  after  five 
o’clock,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
-).!•  1 obt.'iined  leave  to  sit  again.  Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  18.  The  “neutrality  bill,” 
so  called,  which  occupied  ac-mmittee  ofthe  whole 
yesterday,  was  again  so  taken  up  A motion  was 
made  to  postpone  it  indefiaiteiy — and  it  was  so 
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postponed  72  to  62-  This  determination  was  re- 
considered, and  the  bill  again  brought  before  the 
committee.  After  many  motions,  &c.  the  commit- 
tee rose  at  5 o’clock,  reported  progress  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again — and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday t March  19.— After  disposing  of  sundry 
matters  of  no  general  importance — 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  t^e  “neutrality  bill.”  The  cona- 
mittee  finally  got  through  the  bill  and  reported  it 
to  the  house  as  amended,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  disputed  right  of  Mr.  Herrick  to  a seat  in 
the  house,  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  sitting. — 
Nothing  decided. 


CHRONICLE. 

0;^Of  our  affairs  with  J^aples,  the  National  In 
telligencer  observes — The  documents  respecting 
the  Neapolitan  mission  afford  little  comfort  to  our 
suffering  merchants.  It  would  appear  that  the  po- 
verty of  that  government  is  such  as  to  forbid  even 
a compliance  with  their  own  ideas  of  what  is  right. 

The  Aurora  contains  a translation  of  the  mani- 
festo of  the  congress  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
Kio  de  la  Plata,  addressed  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
world.  It  is  a very  important  and  highly  interest- 
ing state  paper,  which  shall  be  presented  to  our 
readers  as  soon  as  possible. 

Q^We  are  compelled  to  omit  our  notices  of  fo- 
reign events— we  have  had  several  late  arrivals 
from  Europe,  but  they  brought  no  important  news. 
Nor  has  anything  of  moment  occurred  in  “Spanish 
America”  that  we  know  of.  Aury  has  left  Amelia, 
ostensibly  for  Charleston. 

Bank  of  the  V.  S.  The  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  refer- 
red the  proposed  tax  on  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  early  attention  of  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature;  by  which,  there  is  very  little  doubt 
it  will  be  severely  taxed.  So  say  my  letters  from 
Harrisburg. 

Mr.  Dupont'* s powder  mill  on  the  Brandywine,  ex- 
ploded at  about  ^ past  9 o’clock,  on  Thursday  last. 
The  shock  was  felt  at  Wilmington  as  though  an 
earthquake  were  about  to  engulph  the  town  A let- 
ter received  by  the  editor  of  the  REoiSTEn  was  part- 
ly written  in  the  middle  of  the  street, the  people  hav- 
ing left  their  houses,  in  awful  expectation  of  the 
ej^losion  of  the  magazine;  which,  however,  was 
safe  at  12  o’clock,  and  the  damage  then  considered 
as  over.  Wc  have  yet  to  learn  the  dreadful  parti- 
culars—the  hasty  letter  says— “Duponi’s  house  gone 
—many  killed — his  wife  and  daughter  safe — Du- 
jdanty’s  cotton  mill  injured — McLane’s  mill  safe, 
except  the  glass  broken.” 

History  of  congress. — Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton, 
the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  have  is- 
:;ued  proposals  for  publishing  by  subscription,  “A 
history  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  proceedings,  votes,  and  debates  (as 
iar  as  preserved)  in  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives; from  the  commentcement  of  the  first 
session  of  the  first  congress  in  1789,  to  the  end  of 
the  second  session  of  the  fourteenth  congress  in 
1817, — and  afterwards  to  be  continued. 

Public  lands.  TiiC  Huntsville  Republican  of  the 
JOth  inst.  says,  that  at  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
tn.'it  territory,  some  of  the  best  of  the  land  sold  at 
73  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the  amount  of  sales 
for  the  last  week  was  1,460,000  dollars. 

The  N:.shviUe  Clarion  says,  that  the  sale  of  lands 
for  the  two  last  weeks  amotmlcd  to  about  three 


millions  of  dollars;  that  very  little  that  was  good 
went  for  less  than  thirty  dollars  an  acre. — Eleven 
townships  and  ten  fractional  townships  were  offer- 
ed for  sale.  On  the  first  of  March,  another  sale 
is  to  take  place. 

The  presidents  message  on  opening  the  session  of 
congress,  is  highly  spoken  of  in  London  papers. — 
One  of  theim  observes — “While  the  finances  of  all 
the  governments  of  Europe  are  more  or  less  disor- 
dered and  the  subjects  are  every  where  ground 
down  with  heavy  taxes — we  find  the  head  of  these 
republicans  at  the  close  of  an  expensive  war  pro- 
posing the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,”  &c. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  adjourn- 
ed on  Saturday  last,  after  a laborious  session. — 
Some  of  its  decisions  shall  be  Reoistehed. 

Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  has  address- 
ed a circular  to  his  constituents  informing  them 
that  he  will  decline  a re-election  to  congress  at 
the  ensuing  election.  We  are  truly  sorry  to  lose 
this  statesman  from  the  great  council  of  the  nation. 

Indian  luar. — We  have  not  much  information  as 
to  the  progress  of  the  war  against  the  Seminoles, 
&c.  It  is  understood  that  gen.  Jackson  has  prohi- 
bited letters  from  the  army  giving  accounts  of  the 
movements  of  troops,  &c.  But  his  forces  are  pro- 
bably organized,  and  something  decisive  may  be 
expected  at  an  early  date. 

It  seems  to  be  understood  that  Woodbine  and  JVi- 
chols,  a pair  of  precious  villians,  are  with  the  Se- 
minoles, urging  them  on  to  murder;  they  are,  pro- 
bably, the  real  authors  of  the  war.  It  is  stated  that 
they  have  two  armed  schooners,  manned  with  50 
men  each,  besides  50  negroes  trained  as  cavalry. — 

It  is  thought  that  they  shield  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  Spanish  line — but  that  line  will 
not  be  respected  if  hostilities  are  carried  on  with- 
in it.  We  hope  that  these  wretches  may  mix  in  the 
fight  with  as  much  zeal  as  they  have  fermented 
the  war,  so  that  Jackson  may  give  a good  account 
of  them. 

Dr.  Woodv}ard,}dXe  surgeon’s  mate  of  the  Constel- 
lation frigate,  died  at  Norfolk,  and  was  buried  there 
on  the  26th  ult.  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  with 
masonic  and  military  honors. 

BOBBERY  OF  THE  MAIL. 

General  post  office,  March  16, 1818. 

The  amount  of  bank  notes,  post  notes,  drafts, 
bills  of  exchange  and  checks  (saved  and  recovered 
from  the  robbery  of  the  mail  of  the  11th)  is  about 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  and  now  in  possession  of 
the  general  post  office.  As  soon  as  the  mutilated 
fragments  of  the  addresses  and  envelopes  can  be 
arranged,  with  their  proper  contents,  they  will  be 
forwarded  by  mail,  as  originally  designed. 

A descriptive  schedule  of  the  whole  will  be  Im- 
mediately published,  and  transmitted  to  the  sever- 
al sections  of  the  United  States  for  the  information 
of  those  concerned. 

Notices  were  immediately  issued  to  the  banks, 
merchants,  and  others,  in  Philadelphi.-i,  of  the  rob- 
bery; and  an  express  dispatched  to  New  York,  to 
guard  against  the  payment  or  acceptance  of  drafts, 
checks,  or  post  notes,  which  may  have  been  robbed 
from  the  mail,  and  not  yet  saved  or  recovered. 

djr’The  Franklin  Gazette  of  Thursday  last,  edited 
hy  Mr.  Bache,  post  master  at  Philadelphia,  says — 
One  of  the  principals  [of  the  mail  robbers]  has  been 
taken  in  this  city,  and  is  committed  to  prison. 
Five  others,  who  were  concerned  in  passing  ofi’  the 
money,  are  in  cn.stody.  We  have  been  too  much 
engaged  In  pursuit  of  tiie  culprits,  to  give  a detail- 
ed account  in  this  day’s  Gazette.  ! 
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Helations  vdtli  Spain. 

l>T)CCMr,^srTS  ACCOMPA^rXING  THR  ME^SiiAGE  OF  THE  PIIE- 

SIEENT  OF  THE  UNITES  STATES,  of  THE  14tH  <)F 

iiAiicH,  1813. — See  page  58. 

>jo.  1. 

(Translafion.) 

- Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

SIR— I am  under  the  necessity  of  railing  your  attention,  and 
that  of  the  president,  to  what  has  occiured  at  BaJtiinore,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  privateers  or  pirates  which  liave  lat'-iy  entered  tiie 
bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  now  are  witliin  tli?  proper  limits  of  the 
stale  of  Maryland^  the  one  commanded  by  captain  Taylor,  and  the 
other  by  captain  Stadbrd.  It  is  notorious  that  tliese  privateers, 
manned  and  armed  in  the.  ports  of  the  Union,  sailed  on  a cruise 
against  the  Spanish  commerce,  ajul  have  returned  to  the  waters 
of  Maryland  with  a part  of  the  plunder  and  booty  they  have  taken 
on  board  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  vessels. 

For  tlte  due  conviction  of  this  outrage,  the  necessary  orders  or 
w’arvants  were  sent,  at  the  request  of  thv;  consul  of  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty in  Baltimore,  to  the  marshal  of  that  city,  to  proceed  to  the 
arrest  of  the  aforesaid  privateers,  asul  lor  its  execution  a gun  boat 
was  granted  by  the  collector  of  the  customs.  All  this,  however, 
was  in  vain;  the  marshal  gave  no  effect  to  tJie  orders  issued  for  this 
arrest;  and  his  majesty’s  consul,  seeing  that  eight  days  Intd  passed 
■without  the  marshal  taking  a single  step  tofullilthe  orders  he  was 
charged  with,  called  upon  him  and  clainuAi  thi.ir  execution;  upon 
•which  he  replied  categorically,  “that  he  was  umviliing  to  proceed 
to  the  arrest  of  said  privateers,  because  it  was  not  his  duty  to  exe- 
cute it,  except  they  had  eistered  the  port  uf  Baltim(jr.';  but  by  no 
meavisin  the  bay,  although  within  the  district  of  the  state.”  The 
consul  lately  applied  to  the  district  atton.cy,  complaining  of  this 
couduct;  and  he  acknowledged  that,  indeed,  it  was  very  exiraor* 
ilinaiy;  but  he  took  no  steps  to  remedy  it,  or  to  enforce  the  obser- 
vance f the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  a case  of  so  scandalous 
an  example.  These  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  the  mere  state- 
ment of  them  is  sufficient  to  make  you  and  the  president  tlio- 
roughly  se.isible  of  the  monstrous  consequences,  which  the  irregu- 
lar conduct  of  this  marshal  may  lead  to.  It  is  perfectly  evident, 
that  the  public  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  late  act  of  congress,  sanctioned  as  a general  law  for  the  more 
strict  observance  of  the  neutrality  of  the  same  states  with  foreign 
powers,  are  scandalously  trampled  under  foot  in  Maryland;  and 
that  the  marshal,  by  formally  disobeying  the  lawful  authority  of 
the  state,  and  that  of  the  general  goVeniment  of  the  Union,  pro- 
tected the  hostilities  aim  piracies  carried  on  against  the  trade  of  a 
nation,  in  a state  of  peace  and  amity  with  tlie  Uniteil  States.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  do  less  than  to  remonstrate  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  my  master,  against  so  manifest  a violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  this  republic,  of  its  laws  and  of  the  treaty  existing  between  the; 
two  powers,  and  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  obtain  of  the 
pre  sident  the  most  prompt  and  ettectual  oi*dcTS  to  cause  the  marshal 
of  B.iitinrmre  to  do  his  duty,  and  all  r.  quisite  justice  to  the  sub- 
jects of  his  majesty. 

It  is  my  duty  also  to  c,al5  your  attentio.T  and  thatof  the  president 
to  the  Conduct  of  the  adventurer,  sir  Gregor  M'Givgor,  who,  since 
he  was  in  arms  witli  the  bands  of  insurgents  in  the  province  of 
Venezuela,  has  come  to  these  states,  and  been  consta.itly  engaged 
in  enterprises  to  invade  or  disturb  the  tranquilitj  of  his  catholic 
majesty’s  possessions  in  that  part  of  the  world.  He  lately  recruited 
in  Gharlestoii  a gr(=at  niimber  of  adventurers,  and  among  them 
several  persons  of  note,  viz;  one  Rouse,  son  of  a colo'te)  of  that 
name,  an  inhabitant  of  that  city;  one  Chainjfjoii,  who  was  a com- 
missary in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war,  and 
store-keeper  of  ordnance;  one  Heath,  a lawyer  of  the  same  plac  ; 
and  many  others  whose  names  I pass  over.  He  purchased,  tinder 
a borrowed  !'ame,a  hrigof  considerable  Imr.len,  which  he  despatch- 
ed vvitlt  passengers  to  New-Orleans,  on  the  19th  of  last  month;  and 
on  the  following  day  he  went  on  to  Savannah  in  the  stage,  according 
to  common  report,to  recruit  more  people.  His  subsequent  proceed- 
ings and  hostile  preparations  in  the  bosom  of  this  union,  against  the 
possessions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  are  notorious,  and  announced 
with  a scandalous  publicity  in  many  papers  of  these  states.  I hope, 
then,  that  you  and  the  president  will  apply  the  energy  of  y.our  zeal, 
for  good  order  and  the  observaticc  of  the  public  laws,  by  ri  strainmg 
these  excesses  and  vexations,  which eomiiromif  the  neutrality  whicii 
the  president  has  proiwsed  to  preserve  in  the  dispute  subsisting 
between  the  king,  iny  master,  and  some  of  his  provinces  in  rebel- 
lion. and  render  null,  as  you  may  imagine,  the  security  in  which  (he 
gov;.'! ’.inv  nt  of  Viis  catholic  majesty  rests,  in  a reliance  on  thesaf.- 
guard  of  the  said  laws,  and  on  that  of  the  general  principles  ui 
pu  lie  goQil  faith,  which  <m-ve  as  the  basis  of  the  traiiquihty  and 
fri  i«  dy  intercourse  between  the  nations  and  gavernments  of  the 
•world.  I !•  ;iew,  &c.  ^ 

(Sig  ed>  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Philadelphia,  9tJi  July,  1817, 

No.  2. 

(Translation.) 

The  same  to  the  same. 

SIR— The  message  of  the  president  e'.nbraces  two  particular 
pqipts,  ill  til  p-H'agraph  in  which  he  announces  th;  actual  state  of 
the  political  r 1 ttions  between  Spain  and  tbf?  Unitsd  States,  of 
You  XlV.-~5l 


which  I wish  to  have  a precise  and  exact  knowledg,,  .to  reeoitcile 
their  true  meanisig  with  the  sincerity  and  purity  of  the  sentiments 
of  w'hich  the  American  government  makes  profession,  iu  co;dbr* 
miiy  with  those  which  animate  his  catholic  majesty,  when  he  anx- 
iously seeks  all  possible  means  of  settling  the  differences  pendiu.g 
between  the  two  nations,  and  of  strengthening  bis  friendship  and 
good  understanding  with  the  United  .States,  oh  a basis,  wdiichj  be-* 
ing  confiniaed  by  the  most  generous  principles  of  good  faith  and 
mutual  justice,  may  be  bstiing  and  uualtfTable,  without  leaving 
the  seeds  af  discoiJteut,  or  ground  for  fresh  dilF  rences  in  fut.h'e. 

The  two  points  I spe.ak  of  are,  1st,  what  relates  to  Amelia-Island; 
ail !,  2d,  wliat  concerns  Gal  veZton. 

Tl'.e  president  announces,  in  respect  to  the  firstj  tliat  this  i>.land 
having  been  taken  possession  ofhy  a party  of  ptoplej  v,'ho  belong 
to  no  country,  or  if  they  have  belonged  to  any,  they  have,  by  theii' 
conduct,  I'ortcited  all  right  of  public  consideration  or  toleration, 
they  having  established  in  the  said  island  a place  of  refuge,  scandaj 
lous  by  its  piracies,  and  seriously  prtju.ficiaJ,  by  a contraband  trade, 
to  the  United  Stales,  chiefly  in  w'hat  regards  the  clandestine  intro-', 
duction  of  negroes  into  tlie  territories  of  the  uiiioit,  and  the  carry- 
ing orf  or  fliglit  of  others  from  the  same  country,  his  excellency 
has,  therefore,  determined  to  put  a stop  to  this  evil  sud  had  given 
orders  accordingly. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you,  sir,  tliat  the  expedition  Whi.di  took 
possession  of  Annelia-Island  was  tbruitd  and  armed  at  Charleston 
and  Savannah,  uiidt  r the  command  of  the  adventurer,  sir  Gregor. 
M'Gregor,  aud  wholly  composed  of  citizens  of  this  republic,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
existing  trea'.y  between  Spain  and  the  said  state.s.  I dv-tnoum.eJI 
this  exp-edition  to  yon  at  the  time,  aud  invoked  the  effica'-  ious  aut  lio- 
vity  of  tlie  federal  government  to  prev'ent  it  aud  puaisii  dm  olfeii- 
ders.  The  expedition  proceeded,  notvvitlistanding,  from  the  limits 
and  ports  of  the  union,  to  iiiVade  that  island  .and  tie  re  co  omit  ilie 
excesses  on  wliich  the  president  touches.  After  M’Greg'or  had  h it 
Amelia  Island,  the  district  court  of  South-Carolinn  issued  a benc.h' 
writ  to  apprehend  him,  tvherever  he  might  be  found  wicliiri 
Americau  territori."S.  This  writ  could  not  certainly  be  issu-.d^ 
without  a legal  evidence  of  the  offence,  nor  could  the  offence  he 
more  enormous  or  more  notorious,  iu  the  face  of  tlie  whole  union. 
It  results  from  iliis.  (hat  there  could  be  no  just  ground  of  convert- 
ing into  an  act  of  liostility  or  of  public  detriment  to  Spai  i,  die 
evils  which  have  fiowed  from  the  toler.'Aiou  of  similar  armanit  rits 
iiiihe  bosom  of  this  union;  armaments  which  had  for  their  object 
the  invasion  and  plunder  of  the  possessions  of  a friendly  powrV. 

I,  therefore,  request  you,  sir,  to  he  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the 
measures  the  president  may  have  taken  on  this  point,  and  of  bjg 
intentions  in  relation  to  it,  in  order  th'at  by  informing  the  autho- 
rities of  the  king  in  East  Florida  thereof,  those  discoiitents  may 
be  avoided  to  which  an  erroneous  conception  may  give  rise,  and  ail 
unfominate  impressions  dissipated, ■sviiich  might  disturb  the  lively 
and  sincere  desire  of  conciliation  and  perfect  liarmony  wdiich  ac- 
tuates his  catholic  majesty. 

On  the  second  point,  relating  to  GalvtZton,  the  president  an- 
nounces. that  in  that  place,  which  it  is  contended  fal.s  witiiiu  the 
limits  of  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  a number  of  vagrant  persons  had  before  estahlished 
themselves,  and  co  nmitted  acts  of  piracy  very  prejudicial  to  the 
tradeof  the  United  States;  aud  that,  therefore,  his  excellency  had 
also  taken  Ivieasiu'i  s to  correct  those  abuses. 

There  are  two  thiilgs  which  I hav'e  to  remark  on  this  point,  I'ha 
first  is,  that  the  place  of  Gjlvezton  .has  not  been,  nor  evi  r Could  be, 
within  tli.e  limits  of  Loui.siana;  because,  at  tv.«  time,  did  it  make  , a 
part  of  it.  it  has  coc'Stanrly  iKdonged  to  the  dominions  of  tlie  crown 
of  Sp.ain,  as  a ti-rritory  ,'ibsoiutely  unconnected  with  .and  distinct 
from  Louisian;’.;  and  assuch  ought  to  be  maintaineilaMd  respect' d, 
until  the  United  Stat' j )>roduce  documents  which  estiiMisii  ilui'r 
eights,  and  annul  the  titles,  till  now  undispiued,  of  proiK-rty  aiul 
possession  oil  the  part  of  Spain,  from  the  earliest  times  of  its  disco- 
very a;nl  conquest,  uuto  ttie  present;  and  this  will  be  o'et-c rmiticd, 
as  there  may  be  occasion  for  it  ami  may  be  just,  at  the  time  of 
amicably  arran,ging  the.  questions  of  boiMubiries  between  the  two 
nations,  as  his  catholic  oiajesty’  sincerely  and  .’arnestly  deskes,  aud 
as  I have  the  hope  to  verify  iu  a short  ti>ne,  in  his  royal  name,  by 
means  of  the  nrgociation  vyhich  we  have  estahiished. 

The  second  thing  wiiich  1 have  to  r.?caU  to  you  is,  that  the  king*.? 
troops  drove  off  /Vo.n  Matagorda  the  vagiiliond  freebooters  vi'ho  Imd 
t-aken  possession  of  that  poicT;  in  cons.'  riiieoee  of  vvhieii  the  same 
adventurers  were  forc..d  to  evadtiute  GalVezton,  vvlsere  they  had 
also  established  themselves,  so  that  neither  of  these  places  was 
al'terwards  attacked  or  infested  by  them  or  any  other  fianditti.'--- 
Moreover,  if  by  tlie  occupation  of  Galvezton  at  that  ti  '’ivthe  U« 
States  have  sustained  injuri-s,  it  is  notorious  that  Spain  lias  suf- 
fered much  greater,  by  the  facility  afforded  to  the  pirates  in  eap- 
turiiig  Spanish  vessels,  carrying  them  into  that  place  and  tie  re 
selling  them  to  the  citizens  of  this  uuiou;  that  ifom  this  inagazir.e 
of  plunder,  th  y cpuxf-yed  the  Sjiar.ish  property  to  Ncvv-Orb  ao.s 
and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  in  American  vessels,  as  is  w-  li 
known  to  you,  sir.  and  to  all  the  World.  In  .any  v iit.  wh  n the 
injuries  reciprocalty'  caused  to  American  citizens,  by  tile  gov  rn- 
m'ent  or  suoiects  of  S -ain,  or  to  the  batter,  by  the  government  or 
C't:zens  jf th:-  United  St.it'-s,  .svj  comoared  or  estimated,  such  an 
ind  unificatioa  wHl  be?eipali£«d  asisagfeeahk  to  justicii  aud  good 
f.£itliv 
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These  remarks,  and  others  equally  obvious,  cannot  fail  to  coa- 
you,  as  I am  sure  they  will  convince  the  whole  world,  tiiat 
there  was  not  tlu  smallest  motive  lor  proceeding  to  acts  of  yioh  lice 
om  either  oTtiie  tWo  ptrints  which  lorin  the  subject  of  this  note, 
Sind  on  which  the  president  has  touched  in  his  message.  1 hope 
that  the  intentions  of  his  exctUeiity  Will  not  dili'er  irom  this  bpi- 
liion;  and,  as  well  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  consequeuces  vvlncli 
might  arise  from  a nnsumierstanding,  as  to  coouminicate  to  the 
king,  my  master,  the  true  state  of  things,  I have  to  request  cl  you, 
sfr,  as  I now  do,  a precise  and  satisfictory  explanation  on  ttie' 
abovemontioncd  two  points,  namely,  of  the  measures  taUen  by  tlie 
president  in  relation  to  tliem,  and  of  his  intentions  upon  the  sub- 
-ject.  1 rlattiT  myself,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  t.i  give  me 
the  said  .explatiation  as  sp.  ediiy  as  the  ease  requires;  ami  i.<  tlie 
mean  time,  allow  me  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  iiigli  eoiiside- 
r^tion  and  respect. 

(Signed)  LUTS  DS  ONIS. 

‘Mr.  J!)hn  ()iuncij  Adams,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

P/ciS^uiigton,  6th  Deceinbei-,  1817. 

No. 

(Translation.) 

The  same  to  thesuim. 

SIR— Although  I have  just  arrived  at  the  Federal  City,  as  you 
kno  w,  I would  not  liave  lost  an  instant,  after  assembling  Iheprin- 
eipal  papers  and  documents,  relating  to  tlie  diff-reMccs  pending 
between  his  catholic  majesty’s  goveriii.ient  and  tl.at  of  the  United 
■.States,  in  resuming  and  Continuing  with  you,  to  a definitive  con- 
clusion, the  negociation,  which,  by  fortuitous  causes,  was  suspend- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  tlie  present  year,  if  I had  not  hoped  to  give 
you  time  ti»r  being  so  far  disengaged,  as  to  be  able  to  devote  to 
tliese  i upi.rta’it  concerns,  all  tiu;  attention  they  may  require.— 
But  I ought  no  longer  to  defer  on  my  part,  the  necessary  steps  to 
tipfi.  c,  inmnniciitions  of  sndi  high  interest,  and  consequently  to 
firoceeU  with  you  to  the  settlement  and  amicable  arrangement  of 
ell  tiimpoints  in  dispute  betweeii  the  two  governments. 

You  vviii  have  doubtless  been  convinced  of  the  impossibility  in 
which  I was  placed,  of  cmhiiu-ncing  this  negociation  last  winter,  by 
reasoi!  of  my  not  being  furnished  with  instructions  suitable  to  the 
liew  cliaraeter  which  ult  n-ior  circumstances  had  given  to  it,  and  my 
not  ih-!i  liaving  received  from  my  government  such  as  extended  lo 
this  c.sse.  I despatched  the  secretary  of  this  legation  to  Madrid  to 
lay  this  deficiency  before  my  sovereign,  and  the  difficulty  under 
wiiich  it  placetl  me,  of  entering  into  a lugoeiation  whicli  might 
etfectnally  restore  the  most  perfect  harmony  between  the  two  pow- 
ers, by  putting  an  end  to  ail  disputes  by  nieans  of  a solemn  trans- 
action which  being  founded  on  the  principals  of  mutual  justice, 
and  co.'iibined  in  good  faith  witli  those  of  reciprocal  utility  and 
convenience,  might  he  completely  satisfactory  to  botit  governments 
and 'noth  nations.  His  majesty  is  filled  with  the  greatest  concern 
on  seeing  that,  by  this  unexpected  aecideiit.  tlie  negociation  was 
delayed,  notwithstanding  his  riiost  sincere  and  decided  wishes  to 
edneiud.'  it,  ami  strengthen  his  friendship  and  good  understanding 
vlth  the  United  States,  as  he  had  manifested  from  the  .moment  of 
Ills  restoraiioT!  to  the  throne,  ga\<- immediate  orders  that  the  neces- 
sary instructions  should  be  comiiujnicated  tome  for  the  execution 
oTThis  sovi  reign  trust  in  its  fullest  extent;  and  to  omit  no  means 
on  his  part,  w hich  might  accelerate  the  desired  epoeha  of  this  ai- 
I'^Hgeaieiit  and  definitive  transaction;  he  af  the  same  time  caused 
to  fie  proposed,  by  his  principal  secretary  of  state,  to  the  miaisttr 
oj  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  a project  for  the  said  transaction; 
but'it  not  having  been  admitted  by  that  minister,  wliosaid  that  he 
TfHS  not  authorized  to  resume  and  terminate  in  Sp.ain  the  negocia- 
1*011  already  transferred  to  Washington  and  committed  to  me,  the 
atbri.'Said  secretary  of  legation  returned  without  loss  of  time,  and 
^ou^t  me  the  suitable  instructions,  accompanied  vvith  the  positive 
orders  of  his  maje.sty.  that  I shoula  omit  no  means,  as  far  as  they 
Blight  be  compatible  with  justice  and  the  honor  ol  his  august  cha- 
racter, to  settle  and  terminate  amicably  all  pending  ditfeivnces,  and 
Jp  ni.ronsly  to  satisfy  the  United  Statesin  every  thing  which  might 
^peiidon  the  IVe  ' will  of  his  majesty. 

Sucli  sre  the  dispositions  of  the  king  my  toaster,  and  such  the 
fir rs  which  he  has  communicated  to  me,  anxious  as  he  is  to  adjust 
ffil  diifeivitcrs  with  the  United  States, anti  give  them  solemn  proofs 

bis  liigh  esteem  and  sincere  friendship. 

1 am  ready,  thcrefoiv,  to  resume  the  uegt. elation,  and  to  pursue  it 
siTtb  you.  in  all  the  poiists  embraced  by  it,  iiiitil  its  final  termina- 
tpm;  and  I shall  be  very  happy  if,  in  doing s«i,  1 can  satisfy  all  the 
iTesire.s  and  just  hopes  of  the  United  States 

I ; eoasequence  I request,  sir,  tliat  you  would  be  pleased  to  in- 
f6rm  me  when  you  are  read)  to  enter  into  this  important  negoeia- 
<Hon,  and  when  it  will  be  agreeable  to  yon  that  we  commence  the 
preliminary  conferences;  or  in  case  you  should  consider  them  un- 
itec.  ssary,  that  w'e  discuss  the  .neans  of  agreeing  on  and  fixing  the 
most  simple,  expexlitious  and  suitable  mode  of  proceeding,  witli  all 
possible  despatch,  to  the  settlement  and  final  adjustment  of  all  the 
doiins  in  dispute. 

I await  your  answer  to  this  note,  animated  by  the  most  lively 
d.'  sire,  and  the  most  flattering  hopes,  of  terminating  all  di-iagrei- 
nmuts  And  discontents  betwesii  two  nations,  whicii,  by  their  mutual 
ritteivsls  aiul  the  generosity  of  their  senllmenls,  liave  always  liv.  d 
jt.  pLiIVct  union  ami  friendship,  and  ought  to  cement  them  more 
and  more  for  their  common  happiness. 

In  the  mean  while,  1 renew  you  my  respects,  and  pray  God  to 
pre.serv'e  you  nianv  years. 

' (Signed)  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

IVashingtcn,  \<>th  Decembc]\  1817. 

(No.  4.) 

The  secretary  of  state  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis. 

Dcj>artmei{t  of  state,  December  16,  1817. 

Don  Luis  de  Olds,  ■ ' 

snr,i-'l  have  ba'd  the  boojtt  of  i-eteiripg  yourletter  of  the  tenth 


instant,  and  shall  be  happy  to  receive  you  at  th  - office  of  tliisde* 
partinent  the  day  afV  r to-morrow,  at  one  o’clock,  to  confer  with 
you  upon  the  su'ject  of  it.  lam  iastnictei)  by  the  presiil.nit.  on 
this  occasion,  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  li-  has, 
learned,  that  you  are  furnished  with  instructions  from  your  gov  rn- 
im  lit  ad -quatf  to  tin-  adjustment  of  all  the  oifterences  beiw'een 
the  t\yo  cuuiilri  s,  anu  of  tlie  larnestness  of  his  desire  that  the 
iiegueiation  may  tenninate  in  an  arrangement  mutually  satisfac- 
tory to  both  parties. 

lam, with  very distisguished  consideration, &c. 

, (Signed)  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS# 

No.  5. 

(Translalion.) 

Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

SIR, — Aft.rl  had  dif  fi'nied  ) 1)1!  in  my  note  of  the  10th  of  this 
niontii,  and  confirmed  thesamein  our  conference  on  the  19th,  iff 
till  Iraok  and  friendly  dispositions  of  his  catholic  majesty’s  go* 
Vc-rnment  towards  that  of  tin-  United  States,  of  his  sincere  desire- 
to  settle  and  terminate  the  diifen  nees  pen.ling  between  the  two 
govi  rnrnents,  in  a manner  inst  and  satisfactory  to  both,  and  the 
positive  orders  I had  received,  with  suitable  instructions  to  that 
effect,  I also  acquainted  you,  tiiat  the  king,  my  master, being  dis- 
posed to  oblige  the  United  St.ites  in  whatever  might  be  compati- 
ble with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  dignity 
becoming  his  augnst  character,  would  condescend  to  cede  the  two 
Fioridi'.s  to  this  republic,  in  consuleration  of  an  exchange  or  i.qui- 
valeiit  which  might  he  useful  or  convenient  to  Spain.  But  as 
this  exchange  orequivak-nt  must  consist  of  a territory  belonging 
to  the  Uniteil  States,  and  which  may  offer  invariable  points,  mark- 
ed by  nature,  to  fix  the  divisional  line  between  the  possessions  of 
the  union  and  those  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  a niaini.- r u ver  to, 
admit  of  doubt  or  controversy  hereafeer,  his  catholic  niaj<  sty  caus- 
ed certain  proposals  for  the  said  excitange*  or  equivalent,  to  be 
made,  through  his  principal  secretary  of  state,  to  the  minister  bf 
the  United  States  at  Madrid.  They  were  decidedly  declined  by 
him,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  inadmissable;  and  I was  in- 
formed by  you  that  they  are  so  consieler?-<l  by  your  government,  and 
that  eons  quentiy  it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  others,  which 
may  be  atHnisi-ahle  in  the  existing  state  of  things. 

Although  the  proposals  made  by  his  niajesty’s  principal  secre- 
tary of  state,  to  the  minister  of  tht  United  Stan  s .at  Madrid,  were 
neither  absolute  nor  invariblc,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the)  are 
founded  on  the  perfect  conviction  of  his  maji-sty  as  to  the  irrefraga- 
ble and  notorious  rights  by  virtue  of  which  the  crown  ol’  Spain 
has  possessed  both  Flmrdas  since  she  acquired  them  of  England, 
and  also  the  provinces  and  districts  of  country  possessed  by  h r to 
the  westward  of  Louisiana,  and  vvliich  have  ever  been  independent 
of,  or  absolutely  unconnect,  d with,  and  separate  iiom,  that  pro- 
vince, without  having  ever  passed,  since  their  discover) , conquest 
and  possi  ssion,  under  a foreign  tlominion.  But,  as  the  United 
States,  sine,  their  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  conceive  the  y have  a 
right  to  a greater  i xtent  of  territory,  both  to  the  eastward  and 
w.  stward  thereof,  by  s.  tting  on  foot  a dispute  respecting,  the 
boumlaries  which  separate  them  fro.oi  theSpa  ish  possessions,  and 
pre  tending  that  they  ought  to  include  part  of  those  possessions,  it 
is  not  stvaiigv  that  the  exchange  or  quivalent  propos  d for  tire 
Flon  as,  did  appear  inailn.issable  It  has  therefor  lieeome  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  free  this  question  of  boundaries  from  all  obr 
scurity,and  to  adjustand  < stahiish  the  trii<- points  which  divide,  or 
ought  to  divide,  th  Spanish  territories  from  those  of'ihis  rcpnhlic. 
U«ilessthis  inquiry  and  deliberation  be  previously  made,  it  is  ab- 
solutely impossible  to  point  out  or  judge  of  a jost  quival  nt, 
which  would  he  admissib'e  and  satisfactory  to  the  two  contrai  ting 
parties,  inasmuch  as  the  requisite  basis  ot  a cession  and  its  quiva- 
leiit,  is  wanting;  this  basis,  as  is  obvious,  must  be  laid  in  the  v.aliia- 
lion  of  the  territory  specified  in  the  contract,  wliicli  valuation 
must  be  preced.,  d by  establishing  the  territory  belonging  to  Spain, 
and  also  that  beiongiug  to  th<  United  Stut’ s. 

You  cannot,  therefore,  hut  agree  with  ni'  ,sir,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  we  should  first  settle  the  principal  points  relative  to  the 
question  of  boundaries,  before  we  proceed  to  form  and  off  r pr<^ 
posals  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  for  an  eqniyal  nt  to 
their  value  or  estimation,  orfor  the  general  and  d.  fiuitivt  s -tffe- 
meiit  of  all  pMiding  differences.  Although  this  matt.rhas  already 
been  the  subject  of  negociation  at  Aiaujtu  z.  it  cannot  be  said,  that 
the  discussion  should  be  considered  as  ti'rminated  .ir  exhaust,  d.  or 
that  the  American  government,  having  then  stated  its  positions 
and  opinions  on  the  subject,  it  will  not d'-part  froni  them,  alth  .ugh 
the  opinions  his  catholic  majesty  sustains,  be  different.  It  is  un- 
qn-  stionahle,  that  in  the  discussion  entered  into  at  Araiqu  ’Z,  a id 
early  interrupted,  not  a single  point  or  ground  was  touched  on, on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  could  serve  is  a support  to  their 
pretensions;  and  that  oti  the  part  of  Spain  there  wi-re  produced 
titles,  dates,  documents  and  arguments,  incontestahly  proving, 
by  abundant  and  irresistible  evidence,  the  rights  of  th«  moi.archy 
to  the  territory  in  question;  rights  founded  on  property  andi.mme-- 
morial  possession,  acknowkdged  by  diff’rent  powers,  and  never 
disputed  by  any.  This  affair  is  cbnseqii -ntly  -lOt  conbued  to 
points  of  opinion,  on  which  ■ acli  party  may  respectively  maintain 
that  which  is  best  suit  d to  them:  it  is  reduced  to  iiualterabli  truth^ 
and  positive  and  ci  rtain  facts.  I assure  you,  sir,  in  the  t ame  oi 
mv  government,  and  the  king  my  masttr,  solemnly  promises  it  on 
the  i'nvuilabilirsx  of  his  royal  word,  that  the  moment  it  sh  dl  be 
sliown  and  proved,  tiiat  any  of  the  territories  now  In  dispute,  do 
not  belong  to  the  crown  of  Sp.ain.and  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
do  belong  to  the  Unitcil  States,  Iiis  ouijesty  will,  with  th*-  greatest 
pleasure,  surrender  to  the  disposal  of  the  United  Srat  s,  such  terrim-- 
ry  or  territories  as  it  shall  he  made  to  appear  do  not  belong  o the 
Spanish  monarchy,  and  will,  ii  good  faith,  acknowl  dg.- the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  same.  His  majesty  wish.-s  for  .mlhiiig 
is  not  his  own,  or  to  which  his  crown  has  not  a la^vful  right.  *■ 
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cannot  but  believe  that  the  views  of  your  government  agr  e with 
those  I have  just  stated,  and  that  consequently  we  ought  to  lose  no 
time,  in  immodiatrly  resuinii\g  he  discussion  commenced  at  Aran- 
jiu  z,as  to  what  relates  to  its  principal  poiiits,  and.  by  impartially 
examining  the  grounds  ( stablishtd  by  both  governments,  and  the 
arguments  and  proofs  which  they  both  have  to  produce  anew,  in 
support  of  their  lights  or  pretensions;  acknowledge  frankly  and 
with  good  faith,  what  belongs  lawfully  to  Spain,  and  what  belongs 
lawfully  to  the  United  States.  Guided  by  the.  certain  principles  of 
reason  and  mutual  justice,  it  will  be  easy  !br  ns,  by  means  of  this 
investigation,  to  form  a settled  opinion,and  come  to  a just  result  as 
to  the  boundaries  winch  do  or  ought  to  separate  Louisiana  from 
the  Spanish'possessions,  and  thus  terminate  this  dispute.  That, 
which  is  comp  eted  with  the  question  of  losses  and  injuries,  is  still 
more  simple  and  easy  to  arrange,  as  you  admitted,  when  we  con- 
versed on  that  point  in  our  late  confeivnce;  and  it  will  therefore 
prove  no  obstacle  to  our  agreeing  on  the  cession  desii'ed  by  the 
United  States,  and  pvoctedingto  it  by  means  of  a final  settlement 
of  ail  pending  differences,  which  may  at  the  same  time  embrace 
whatever  may  be  stipulated  by  this  particular  agre'  meiit. 

You  may  pei'ceive,  six’,  that  the  mode  I propose,  is  the  most 
simple,  just  and  proper  for  accomplishing  the  negociation  to  be  en- 
tered upon,  and  is  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Erving,  the 
minister  of  the  United  States,  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  August, 
1816,  in  which  he  informeddiis  majesty’s  government,  that  he  was 
ready  to  enter  into  a full  and  frank  discussion  of  all  the  points  in 
dispute,  and  pledged  himself  then  to.  As  nothing  further  has 
since  been  done  on  the  part  of  Spain,  than  to  transfer  the  negocia- 
tion to  Washington,  the  same  reasons  subsist  which  then  dictated 
the  incontestable  propriety  and  necessity  of  resuming  the  discus- 
sion; reasons,  of  which  you  are  doubtless  fully  convinced,  as  they 
arenottohe  combatted  by  any  explanations,  when  examined 
with  good  faith',  because  they  are  self-evident,  and  identified  with 
the  soundest  principles  of  justice. 

As  in  consideration  of  these  reasons  and  principles,  I hope  you 
will  have  no  objection  to  agree  to  a succinct  examination  of  the 
qu  stionof  boundaries,  and  to  a rational  and  fair  inquiry  into  the 
titles  ami  grounds  on  which  each  government  rests  its  rights  and 

E retensions  The  natural  order  st  ems  to  require  that  we  should 

2gi  . tliis  examination  and  inquiry  with  what  relates  to  the  eas- 
tern boundaries  of  Louisiana;  that,  after  establishing  them  as  they 
ought  to  be,  we  m;ay  proceed  to  examine  and  establish,  in  like  man- 
ner, those  which  regard  the  western;  if  being,  nevertheless,  well 
tin '.L  rstood,  that  neither  by  this  act,  nor  any  one  whatever  of  those 
which  contribute  to  produce  the  present  negociation,  it  shall  be 
inferr  d,  that  his  catholic  majesty  renounces,  in  any  manner,  the 
right  he  has,  or  may  have,  to  reclaim  against  the  non-fulfilment 
of  the  treaty  of  St  Ildephonso,  concluded  between  Spain  and 
France  in  the  year  1800,  and  against  the  soLmn  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  additional  articles  ot  the  same  treaty,  fonniiig  an  es- 
sential part  of  the  contraict  betsveen  the  two  nations. 

The  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  on  that  side,  join  those  of  West 
Florida,  and  are  so  precisely  established  and  fixed  by  public  trea- 
ties, that  I do  not  think  your  govern  iie.nt  can  still  persist  in  the 
opinion  that  Louisiana  ought  tn  be  extended  by  this  Sp  niish  pro- 
vince to  the  river  Peidido,  If.  however,  the  imagination,  resort- 
ing to  specious  subtleties  and  abstractions,  carries  us  back  to  the 
period  when  France  formed  settlements  on  the  left  of  the  Missis-' 
sippi,  and  possessed  what  are  now  two  distinct  provinces,  namely. 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  still  the  certain  and  incontestable  fact 
will  follow,  that  Sp;ji.n  acquired  neither  of  the  Floridas  from 
France.  That  power,  while  in  possesion  of  those  territories,  as 
she  was  until  1763,  might  name  them  and  point  out  their  respec- 
tive limits  as  she  thought  fit.  That  is  quite  unimportant  to  the 
present  question.  It  is  certain,  that  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  France 
ceded  to  England  all  the  territory  possessed  by  her  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  of  Or- 
feam;  and  it  is  also  certain,  th-at  England  united,  aS  her  own,  trom 
that  year,  the  same  territory  to  Florida,  which,  by  the  same  tn  a- 
ty  Spain  had  ceded  to  her;  and  that,  having  added  thereto  the  dis- 
trict and  port  of  Pensacola,  she  called  it  W<  st  Florida,  by  which 
name,  amfno  other,  it  has  ever  since  been  kiiown.  In  the  war  of 
1779,  Spain  conquered  the  said  territory  of  West  Florida  from 
England;  and  this  right  of  conquest  was  aftnwards  secured  by  a 
solemn  treat3^,  between  E-'giand  and  Sixain  in  Sepie.mber,  1-783.  It 
is  by  this  title  the  West  Florida  belongs,  until  the  present  day,  lo 
Spain,  in  addition  to  East  Florida,  which  was  also  ceded  by  the 
said  treaty.  It  is  evident  then,  that  Spain  neitiier  acquired  or  re- 
ceived from  France  either  of  the  Floridas,  but  that  siie  acquired 
them  both  of  England,  in  1783,  classed  as  two  distinct  provinces, 
and  univ  .rsally  known  by  the  names  of  West  Florida  and  E.ist 
Florida.  She  has  from  that  period  possessed  them  separate  and 
distinct,  without  having  ev  r confounded  either  of  them  with  Lou- 
isiana, cither  in  whole  or  in  part.  They  are  laid  down  distinct 
and  separate  in  the  maps,  charts,  and  geographies  of  all  nations, 
from  the  year  1763,  to  the  present  day.  In  all  the  public  acts 
and  instruments  which  speak  of  them,  thej*^  appear  distinct  and 
separate,  as  they  do  in  the  different  treaties  in  which  they  are  men- 
tioned. 

This  being  the  case,  how  can  your  government  still  maintain 
its  opinion?  The  United  States  acquired  Louisiana  from  France, 
such  mshe  h.sd  acquired  it  from  Spain  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
phonso. In  this  tr- aty  nothing  is  stipulated  but  tlie  retrocession 
of  Louisiana;  nor  is  there  a single  word  in  the  whole  treaty  that 
hears  the  most  distant  allusion  to  West  Florida,  which  is  the  ob- 
ject to  which  the  dispute  is  reduced  in  that  quarter.  The  clauses 
of  the  treaty  are  clear,  precise,  and  conclusive;  they  fix  the  sense 
of  the  stipulation  invariably,  and  leave  no  room  for  vague,  or  spe- 
cious constructions.  The  very  title  given  to  that  treaty  by  the 
cont  racting  parties,  at  once  pointed  out  the  territory  rt  stored  by 
Spain  to  France,  in  exchange  for  the  kingdom  of  Etruria.  'Die 
title  says,  “retrocession  of  Louisiansr,”  and  the  word  '•^irtrocessim" 


has  not,  nor  i-vi  f had  any  other  signification,  in  die  Spiii.sii  or 
French  language. than  the  act  of  restoring  loan  individual, or  a 
nation,  that  which  liad  before  been  received  from  him,  or  from  it; 
so  that  a differ;  nt  signification  cannot  be  given  to  this  word  (adoji- 
ted  by  the  contracting  parties  to  express  the  nature  of  their  sti- 
pulation) without  changing  the  proper  and  genuine  acceptation, 
in  both  languages,  of  the  indefinite  term  they  have  respectively 
employed,  and  without  substantially  changing  the  inteutions  which 
serve  as  the  basis  of  the  contract. 

The  three  clauses  l»y  which  they  afterwards  go  on  to  fulfil  this 
convention,  agree  perlectijr  with  the  said  title,  and  by  supp.ii  ting 
and  explaining  each  other,  they  fix  it  in  a clear  and  precise  man- 
ner. The  first  clause  says:  '‘  I'hat  liis  catliolic  ma  jesty  rwst.ires 
Louisiana  to  France,  with  the  same  extent  it  had  when  possessed 
by  Spain.”  It  is  well  known  that  no  part  of  the  Floridas  or  other 
Spanish  possessions,  was  then  included  in  Louisiana,  or  annexed 
to  it.  At  that  time  Louisiana  was,  in  the  hands  of  Sjiain,  pie* 
eis:  ly  what  it  was  when  ceded  by  France,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty 
of  '76J.  In  the  same  treaty  its  eastern  boundaries  are  marked  liy 
a line  running  eastward  from  Manchac  point,  thence  following  tin: 
course  of  the  river  Iberville, and  dividing  the  lakes  Borgne,  Punt- 
chartrain,  and  Maurepas,  and  finally  terminating  at  the  Gnlfo'f 
Mexico,  without  leaving  the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the  true  poinG  iff 
the  frontier.  Tins  is  the  territory  which  Sjiain  retroceded  to 
Fra nte,  because  it  is  the  only  one  which  she  jiossessed  under  tire 
name  of  Louisiana.  The  second  clause  agrees  with  the  first,  and 
opportunely  declares  and  fixes  its  import.— It  says:  “and  with  the 
same  extent  it  had  when  possessed  by  France,”  expi’essions  which 
necessarily  refer  to  the  period  of  time  which  intervened  between 
the  cession,  by  France  to  England,  of  tlie  territory  possessed  by  her 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  cession  madeby  tiie 
same  power  to  Spain,  of  Louisiana.  As  the  first  of  these  two  ces- 
sions took  place  in  the  year  1763,  and  the  second  in  1764,  it  is  evi- 
dent that,  during  that  iTiterval,  France  possessed  Louisiana  in  the 
manner  .stated;  and  with  the  same  extent  did.she  cede  it  to  Spain, 
not  could  she  cede  it  with  move,  as  she  then  possessed  nothing  more 
in  that  part  of  the  American  continent. 

If  a different  meaning  be  given  to  this  clause,  by  snpposiiig  that 
the  contracting  partie.s  allude  in  it  to  a former  period,  wdieis 
France  possessed  Louisiana  jointij'  with  the  territory  ceded  by  her - 
to  England  in  1763,  it  would  place  this  clause  in  absolute  contra- 
diction with  the  title,  and  with  the  first  clause  of  the  treaty  of  re- 
trocession because,  Louisiana  not  having,  jirior  to  the  year  1763, 
while  in  the  hands  ol  France,  the  same  extent  it  had  wdien  in  the 
hands  of  Spain  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  nor  the  same  that 
it  had  when  ceded  by  France  to  Spain,  in  1764,  it  follows,  that  the 
second  clause  would  he  absurd  and  unmeaning,  if  it  alluded  to  a 
p- riob  of  time  anterior  to  r 63.  It  would  be  absurd  and  unineari-- 
ing,  because  having  no  other  .object  than  to  explain  and  determine 
more  eiicuinstantisdly  the  first  clause,  which  is  the  fundamental 
one  of  the  tr-  at}',  anti  that  which  governs  the  other,  it  would  ex- 
prt'ssa  thing  which  could  in  no  wise  agree  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  it;  since,  by  giving  greater  force  to  the  import  of  the 
second  clans?,  that  which  is  considered  the  fundamental  basis  of 
the  first,  would  be  rendered  false  an<i  erroneous.  It  would  beab- 
soluti  ly  contr.adicfovy  to  the  express  object  and  intent  of  the  trea- 
ty, since  Spain  not  having  received  Louisiana  from  France  with 
the  extent  in  which  she  possessed  it  prior  tothe  jear  1763,  but 
with  that  which  it  had  when  it  was  ceded  in  1764  tlie  retrocession, 
which  as  I have  just  said,  is  the.  express  object  and  intent  of  the 
tr  aty,  caiild- not  take  place.  Spain  could  only  cede  back  to 
France  what  she  had  received  from  her;  nor  could  she,  moreover^ 
add  to  the  retrocession  any  other  particular  territory  of  her  do- 
minions, without  expressing  or  mentioning  it.  Louisiana  was 
ceded  back  - o France,  such  as  it  was  received  from  her.  and  as  she 
poss;  ssed  it  in  1800,  and  had  possessed  it  since  sh^  had  acquired  it. 
In  fact,  if  Louisiana,  while  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  included  no 
part  of  AVest  Florida, and  if  Spain  had  received  no  part  thereof  or 
of  the  other  Florida,  from  France,  how  could  she  cede  it  back  to 
France,  or  cede  it  without  naming  it,  or  saying  a single  word 
which  could  allude  to  this  idea?  Let  us  therefore  agree,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  give  an  arbitrary  construction  to  the  second  clause  of 
the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso,  or  to  any  other  than  that  which  it 
has  and  ought  to  have,  in  connexion  with  the  first  clause,  and 
with  the  title  and  the  express  object  of  that  instrument.  You  can- 
not but  be  fully  convinced,  sir,  of  this  truth;  and  on  proceeding  to 
the  examination  of  the  third  clause^  you  will  find  what  I have  just 
stated  still  more  comprehensively  and  clearly  demoiistrated.  This 
clause  says,  “and  as  it  ought  to  be  after  the  treaties  conclud  'd  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  powers.”  The  only  treaties  to  which  thi? 
claus'e  could  refer,  were  the  following, 

1.  That  of  1764,  by  which  France  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain.  In 
this  treaty  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana  are  marked  by  the 
course  of’the  Mississippi,  and  next  by  the  river  Iberville,  the  lakes 
Borgne,  Pontehavtrain,  and  Maurepas.  It  was  consequently  pro- 
per here  to  recall  what  was  set  forth  in  this  treaty.  2.  Tli.u  of 
1733,  between  Spain  and  England,  by  which  the  latter  confirmed 
to  Spain  the  posssesion  and  property  of  West  Florida,  which  she 
had  conquered  during  the  war,  and  ceded  to  her  East  Florida.  It 
is  a very  fit  moment  to  recall  the  inviolability  of  this  treaty,  since 
it  is  evident  from  it,  that  the  Floridas  are  two  provinces  indepen- 
dent of  Louisiana,  absolutely  unconnected  with,  and  distinct  n*om 
it;  and  tliat  they  came  into  the  possession  of  Spain  by  very  differ- 
I nt  titles,  in  consideration  of  W'hicli,  one  thing  cannot  be  con- 
founded with  another.  And  the  3d  is  that  of  179.5,  concluded  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States.  As  in  this  treaty  the  fion- 
i tiers  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  possessions  are 
j described,  and  the  Floridas  are  named  as  provinces  notoriously  uir* 
j connected  with  and  distinct  from  Louisiana;  as  by  it  the  dismem- 
i bermi'T'tof  Naicboa;,  Nog.des,  &c.  was  efFect(/d.  and  as  it  is  i bere- 
; in  stipulated,  that  tlie  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  shall  be  freer  to 
ithe  Aiatricans  amVthe  Spaniards,  and  a place  grauted  jn  favor  pV 
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the  former  for  their  commodities  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  is  in  niy  power  or  may  be  compatible  with  tli.  rights  and  hooopof 
for  which  purpose  New  Orleans  was  designated  for  tlie  term  of  his  majesty’s  crown, 
three  years;  it  was  consequently  thought  proper  to  refer  to  this 
tr.eaty,aiul  sJiow  that  it,  as  well  as  those  of  1764  and  1783,15,311(1 


ouglit  to  be,  in  full  force  and  effect 

You  wdl  jierceive,  sir.  that  tlteihree  clauses  stipulating  the  re- 
trocession of  Louisiana  to  France,  cannot  be  more  conclusive;  that 
tltey  are  properly  connected  witli  and  support  each  other,  by  de- 
claring and  explaining  the  intentions  of  the  contracting  parties, 
and  the  precise  nature  and  extent  ofthtir  contract;  so  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  give  another  interpretation  to  any  of  the  said  clauses, 
$s  that  would  place  them  in  contradiction  with  each  other;  and 
■would,  moreover,  obscure  the  evident  tnitli  of  facts,  and  involve  a 
monstrous  violation  of  public  treaties,  without  excepting  that  of 
1778,  between  France  and  the  United  States.  You  doubtless  bear 
in  niijnd,  sir,  that  by  tlieCth  article  of  that  treaty,  France  solemnly 
engages  never  to  acquire  West  Florida,  or  any  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory cede^  by  her  Ip  England,  in  1763,  How  then  could  she,  in 
ISOd,  acquire  West  F)ori(la  or  any  part  of  it,  even  although  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso  were  not  specifically  and  solely  confined 
to  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana,  such  asitwas  at  that  time,  and  as 
it  had  been  since  J764?  Tlie  undt  rstanding  rejects  all  doubts  on 
points  so  cleat  and  evident.  By  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso, 
Franeeherself  only  received  Loinsiana,  such  asitv/as  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  asitwas  after  its  cession  by  France;  it  is  wellLtiown 
that  it  is  the  act  of  delivery  which  completes  the  contract.  France 
was  satisfied  with  what  w'as  delivered  to  her,  and  neither  claimed 
Jior  pretended  to  any  thing  iiiore.  Would  ^the  French  govern- 
liieiit,  under  Napoleoti.havt;  failed  to  claim  this  additional  territo- 
ry, if,  in  that  treaty,  there  had  been  found  a single  word  of  which 
it  could  ayail  itself,  or  the  smallest  pretext  for  making  the  claim? 
Certainly  not.  Fraftce  knew  perfectly  well  that  Louisiana  did  not 
‘ ' ,.  . .....  delivt^r? 


^ between 

the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  is  now  pending,  declartd  in 
two  ofnclal  notes,  ‘’that  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana  are 
pointed  out  by  ihe  course  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  the  river  Iber- 
ville, and  the  lakes  Pontehartrain  and  Maurepas;  that  Spain  has 
ceded  hack  nothing  more  to  France,  nor  had  the  latter  a right  to 
pretend  to  mere;  and,  that  having  substituted  the  United  States  in 
11  1- rights,  l;liey  could  pretend  to  nothing  more  in  virtue  of  the 
Cession,  OK  suleniade  to  them  of  Louisiana.” 

“2’/re  12!-^  of  Fructedor,  12th  year."  I 

“The  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana  are  jiointed  out  by  the 
eonrs''  of  the  Mississippi,  and  afterwards  by  the  river  Iberville,  the 
Jakes  Pontehartrain,  and  Mauyepas.  This  is  the  line  of  demar- 
kation  which  hounds  the  territory  ceded  by  Spain  to  France,  by 
the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  Ventose,  9th  year.  Nothing  beyond  this 
liniit  would  have  been  asked  for  by  France,  and  as  she  did  nothing 
more  than  substitute  tlie  United  States  in  the  rights  which  she 
had  accjiiired,  they  cannot  require  of  Spain  a more  extensive  ces- 
sion, unless  such  cession  be  negociated  and  stipulated  between 
them  and  Spain  bysomefurtln  r convention.” 

"The  5th  of  Germinal,  13t/i  year," 

“This  question  could  not  become  the  subject  of  a serious  discus- 
sion between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  except  the  conditions 
of  the  treaties  of  cession,  v/hicli  liavesuceessiyely  transferred  Loui- 
siana to  France  and  the  Americans,  were  lost  sight  of.” 

“Spain  could  ordy  cede  back  to  France  the  territoi-y  she  had  re- 
ceived from  her:  the  rights  of  France  were  afterwards  transferred 
to  tlie  United  States,  and  they  were  so  only  to  the  same  extent.” 

If,  notwithstanding  this  full  and  irresistible  demonstration,  you 


I renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  respects,  and  I pray 
God  to  preserve  yon  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUISDEONIS. 

Washington,  29th  December,  1817. 

No.  6.  . 

(Translation.) 

The  same  to  the  same. 

SIR— In  my  note  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  I proved  to  you  to  a 
degree  of  moral  demonstration,  whicli  I think  to  be  fully  convinc- 
ing, what  are  and  ought  to  be  the  eastern  boundaries  ot  Louisiana; 
and  I hope  such  incontrovertilile,  decisive  reasons  cannot  tiii!  lo 
briiig  you  fairly  to  acknowledge,  tliat  Louisiana  neither  does  uov 
can  include  any  parkof  West  Florida.  As  1 li  i ve  not  yet  received 
your  answer  to  the  said  note,  it  was  my  intention  to  wait  for  it,  and 
not  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  second  point  of  the  qu  -stion 
ot  bciundaries  before  we  had  agreed  on  and  settled  whai  relates  to 
the  first,  in  order  to  proceed  methodically,  and  not  to  involve  or 
embarrass  the  plain  and  expeditious  course  of  this  investigiilion; 
but  being  desirous  of  not  losing  an  insta’.it  in  explaining  every 
•mint  relative  to  so  important  a matt  *c,  I anticipate  the  exami^aiion 
of  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  which  is  the  second  point 
of  the  question,  thereby  facilitating  whatever  may  claim  your  at- 
tention as  to  both,  ill  their  respective  order,  and  enabling  you  to 
comprehend  the  truth  at  once. 

I might  contend  that  the  United  States,  having  received  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana  from  France  with  no  greater  extent  than  it  had 
when  Fran^  received  it  fro.Ti  Spain  in  1800,  and  when  Spain 
acquired  it  from  France  in  1764,  tliat  and  no  other  ought  to  he  the 
extent  which  properly  belongs  to  it,  without  the  necessity  of  r;cu-r- 
ring  to  any  other  ceasoiis  or  grounds  than  those  resulting  from  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso;  siace  Spain  having  ceded  back  to  France 
in  1800  only  what  she  had  received  from  her  in  1764,  Ivnng  that 
which  France  sold  to  the  United  States,it  is  easy  to, investigate  and 
establish  what  were,  and  In  all  that  period  continued  to  be  the  pro- 
I^r  exte.nt  and  limits  of  Louisiana;  but  I am  willing  to  admit,  that 
France  did  substitute  the  United  States  in  all  the  rightior  preten- 
sions she  had  or  could  have,  at  another  period,  as  to  what  reg  .rds 
the  western  ooundarios  of  that  colony  when  hers,  although  nothing 
to  that  effect  is  expi'essed  or  insinuated  in  the  treaty  between 


France  and  tiie  United  States,  by  which  the  latter  acquired  it;  and 
that  the  contrary  is  evidently  to  be  inferred  from  tb*  fact,  that 
France.inserted,  word  for  word,  in  this  tre.ity,  the  conclusive  clauses 
of  that  of  St,  Ildephonso,  which  speak  simply  and  p'rtcis.^-iy  of  the 
retrocession  of  Louisiana.  I admit  (to  go  on  to  a more  copious  and 
irresistible  demonstration)  that  the  United  States  have  succ.  eded  to 
all  the  rights  which  France  may  have  had  at  another  period;  and  I 
call  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  following  observations,  before  I enter 
on  tlie  examination  of  the  data  or  grounds  on  which  the  United 
States  rest  their  claims  of  extending  in  that  quarter  the  houiida- 
rifs  of  Louisiana  to  the  Rio  Rravo  del  Norte. 

It  IS  well  known  that  for  ages  before  France  thought  of  forming 
establislimems  on  the  Mississippi,  and  tlierefore  long  before  she  had 
made  any  in  Canada,  the  crown  of  Spain  possessed  the  whole  territo- 
ry around  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan  to  the 
southern  cape  of  Florida.  It  the  eastern  part  of  the  said  gulf,  as  far 
as  Panucojthe  whole  of  which  was  then  known  under  the  extensile 
(generico)  name  of  Florida,  was  not  actually  peopled  by  Spaniards 
it  is  notorious  and  indubitable,  that  it  was  discovered  by  tii  ni  a« 
early  as  the  year  1511,  under  the  expi-dition  of  Juan  Ponce  de 
Leon;  that  all  the  coast,  from  the  present  Florida,  to  Pamico,  was 


slioUlil  be  of  opinion,  sir,  that  it  is  still  necessary  to  clear  up  this  explored  by  Francisco  de  Garay  in  1518,  and  also  by  Hernuodo  de 


Soto,  and  continually  by  other  Spanish  commanders  until  '561, 
when  it  was  explored  and  described  by  Angel  de  Villafane,  and 
Jorge  Ceron;  said  discoveries  and  description  having  been  made  in 
pursuance  of  a royal  order  issued  for  that  purpose,  psipers  of  that 
descriptipn  being  still  extant;  and  it  was  confirmed  that  from  those 
remote  periods,  Spain  was  established  as  the  mistress  and  posses- 
sor of  all  that  coast  and  territory;  and  that  she  never  permitted 
foreigners  to  enter  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  nor  any  of  the  territories 
lying  around  it,  having  repeated  the  royal  orders  by  which  she 
then  enforced  the  said  prohibition,  and  charged  the  Spanisii  vice- 
i-oys  and  governors  with  the  most  strict  observance  of  the  same. 

The  right  and  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  north 
west  coast  of  America,  as  high  up  as  the  Califbriilas,  is  not  less 
C 'l’tain  and  indisputable,  the  Spaniards  having  explored  it  as  iar 


]mim,  let  us  have  recourse  to  France,  tl«it  she  may  afford  all  the 
expiunatioiis  that  are  judged  to  be  neeessa^or  useful,  since  noth- 
ing is  more  proper  than  that  she  and  Spain  should  know  to  what 
tlie  treaty  concluded  at  St.  lideph  .nso,is  reduced,  and  ihej  alone  are 
compefeut  to  clear  tip  any  doubts  that  may  have  arisen  as  to  the 
import  :,i'  the  exfiressions  employed  in  the  said  treaty.  It  is  unques- 
tionable that  it  agrees  with  the  princiiiie  generally  acknowledge  d, 
that  when  a law  or  treaty  offers  any  doubt,  from  the  obscurity  or 
ambiguity  of  ihe  words  contained  in  it,  the  party  which  made  the 
law  or  treaty,  is  the  one  which  should  explain  meaning  of  such 
■words,  and  remove  tlie  doubt  which  has  occurred. 

1 would  now  ju’oceed  to  dcclai’c  what  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
western  boundaries  of  Louisiana, and  wliat  are  those  which  separate, 
or  ought  to  separate  it  from  the  Spanish  pqssessions,  should  I not 
uppreiu-nd  to  make  this  note  too  diffuse.  Reseri  ing  myself,  there-  j as  the  47th  degree,  in  tlie  expedition  under  Juai;  de  Fnca  jn  1592, 
lure,  to  discuss  this  point  in  a separate  note,  I now  recall  to  your  and  in  that  uiKler  the  admiral  Fonte,  to  the  55th  degree,  in  1640. 
eonsideration  the  chief  grounds  and  ; vgnments  on  wliich  Spain  : The  dominion  of  Spain,  in  these  vast  regions,  being  thus  estab- 

founds  her  exclusive  right  to  the  whole  * xtent  of  West  Florida,  in  : lished,  and  her  rights  of  discovery,  conquest,  and  possession  being 
order  that  when  we  are  agreed  upon  this  point,  we  may  proceed  to  | never  disputed,  slie  could  scarcely  possess  a property  tbunded  on 
a like  examination  aud  deliberation  on  tbe  western  boundaries  of  j more  respectable  principles,  whether  of  the  law  of  nations,  of  pub- 
Louisiana.  jlic  law,  or  any  others  which  serve  as  a basis  to  such  acquisitions 

But  although  this  is  the  order  pointed  out  by  reason  and  justicej  as  all  the  indep  indent  kingdoms  and  states  of  the  earth  contist  of. 
i7i  tbe  actual  state  of  the  pending  differences,  nevertheless,  that  we  Confining  ourselves  at  present  to  the  Mexican  gulf  and  to  the 
may  judge  ujioii  the  most  exact  iiifor. nation,  of  the  grounds  and  Spanish  provinces  situated  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana,  we  shall 
arguments  ot  each  govern  nent  respectively,  and  after  agreeing  on  see  in  what  manner  Spain  extended  her  population  and  f ainded 
■ivhat  belongs  to  Spain  and  what  belongs  to  the  United  States,  we , sculements  In  different  points  of  the  vast  territory  of  which  she 
may’  he  enabled  to  lay  ihe  basis  of  a general  and  final  settlement  of  was  the  mistress  and  possessor,  in  this  part  of  the  new  worki.  All 
all  (Jiderenct's;  if  you  should  think  that  there  can  be  a more  expe-  the  country  extending  from  the  Rio  de  las  Palmas  to  the  confines 
ditions  mode  of  settling  and  terminating  them,  without  prejudicing  of  Panuco,  in  latitude  43  degrees,  was  then  included  unJer  the 
:t!ie  inviolable  rights  of  the  crovvn  of  Spain,  and  on  principles  of  name  of  Florida,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi.  From  tbe  ti'ne  of 
reciprocal  utility  and  convenience,  you  may  communicate  your  the  expeditions  undertaken  to  exph/m  it.  in  1512  by  Juan 
ideas  thereon  to  me,  with  the  certainty  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish  in  1525  by  Vasqtiez  de  Ayllon,  in  1527  by  Panlilo  de  Narvaez,  and 
pf  his  catholic  majesty  that  this  r.egoristion  may  be  amicably  ter-  in  1533  by  Hernando  de  Soto,  the  Spaniards  were  incessantly  en- 
^linated,  for  wbieli  purpose  lie  has  given  me  decisive  orders  and  gaged  in  advancing  their  discoveries  and  settlements  in  this  ext-  n- 
Vnstructions;  and  i again  assure  yon,  sir,  that  I shall  think  myself  sive  country,  not  only  in  the  time  of  Luis  aIoscoso,  and  of  PeJro 
•i.ery  happy,  if  in  riiis  ntgociatiou  I can  satiriy  all  the  just  disires  Mel  ndez,  b tw.:en  the  years  1512  and  1545,  bnt  they  wer  coji- 
cf  tHe  Uij'^ted  forviitit-ti  I tlrall nothing t!.»at  stantly  soratbs  timeof  atltheir  successors.  At  the  time  of  their 
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' first  ex;»i  ditioiis  th.-y  lanrlerj  iti  t!ie  bays  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Espiritu 
.Sante,  or  St.  Beni-r=rdo.  sorw-y^-d  the  whol  coast,  and  cross^^d  the 
M/  sissippi.  Tin  y peiu  trated  into  the  countries  ot  Hirrhi^ua, 
Mo-coso,  Umharacuxi,  Anrera.  Ocali,  Apalach.  . Altanalia,  Cof », 
Molrie,  Chasquiri,  Guigate,  Uh  iiigue,  Guachoya  and  oth.  r. 
which  It  would  be  ted  ous  to  enumerate.  The  sam  _ Heriian  'od 
Soto,  after  iiaviiig  in  person  surveyed  the  coast  and  interior  ol  the 
com, try,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rio 
Negro.' in,  1542,  died  at  Guachoyo 

No  European  nation  had  y'-t  attempted  to  disturb  the  Spaniards 
in  their  possessions  in  the  nvw  world;  none  had  trod  on  any  point 
of  those  territories,  and  tlie  Spaniards  continued  extending  their 
estauiish  nents,  as  the  only  nation  vyliicli  bad  acquired  the  posses- 
sion and  the  prop!  rty  oJ'tliat  part  of  the  American  continent  and 
islands'.  They  gav  • rise  to  the  new  kingdoms  of  Leon  and  San- 
tander, in  the  year  1595,  and  to  the  province  of  Cohaquila  in  1600. 
They  founded  that  of  Texas  in  1690.  establisliing  missions,  ham- 
lets, and  posts,  und'.-v  tbe  name  of  Presidios,  such  as  those  of  Ba- 
ida del  Refugio,  St.  Antonio,  Espiritu  Santo,  St.  Juan,  Necog- 
doches,  Ayeses,  and  San  Miguel  de  ios  Adaes,  a short  distance  from 
the  Rio  Roxo  (Red  river,)  extending  themselves  to  the  banks  of 
that  river. 

Long  before  they  had  established  themselves  in  New  Mexico, 
where  they  built  the  capital  of  Santa  Ft,  in  39  degrees  nortli  lati- 
tiid  > and  opened  and  worked  mines  in  its  neighborhood.  From 
. thence  they  spread  themselves  wide  of  the  rivers  that  empty  from 
north  to  south  into  the  Missouri,  communicating  and  trading  with 
the  Indian  nations;  so  that  from  that  time  Spain  consiuered  all 
the  territory  lying  to  the  east  andnortli  of  New  Mexico,  as  far  as 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  as  her  property!  These  dominions 
■and  settlements  of  the  erov.'ii  of  Spain  were  connected  with  those 
she  had  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  that  is  to  say,  with  those  of  Floridai 
and  the  coasts  of  the  province  of  Texas,  which,  being  oti  the  same 
gulf,  must  be  acknowledged  to  belong  to  Spain,  since  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  gulf  was  her’s,  which  property,  incontestably 
acquired,  site  had  constantly  maintained  among  her  possessions, 
not  because  she  occupied  it  ihroiighout  its  whole  extent,  which  was 
impossible,  but  on  the  principle  generally  recognized,  that  the 
property  of  a lake  or  narrow  sea,  and  that  of  a country,  however 
extensive,  provided  no  other  power  is  already  established  in  the 
interior,  is  acquired  by  the  occupation  of  its  principal  points. 

I hese  premises  being  established,  aivl  not  to  be  shaken,  as  they 
are  all  supposed  by  history,  ancient  monuments,  tradition,  and 
inelragable  documents,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  for  their  origin, 
the  grounds  on  which  your  government  maintains  its  pretensions. 

As  early  as  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
France  and  England  began  to  form  expeditions  in  imitation  of  the 


St.  Bernard.  Two  of  his  vessels  were  captured  by  the  Spanish 
cruizers,  another  was  lost  in  the  bay,  and  Beaujeu  returneil  to 
Fiance  in  the  only  one  that  had  escaped.  La  Salle  having  landed 
With  some  p' opie  and  Ml  pieces  bf  artillery,  then  biiii' a small  fort 
as  a protection  ..  gainst  tive  Indians,  and  was  obliged  to  change  his 
ground  three,  different  times;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Clanco- 
ates  Indians,  inhabiting  the  adjoining  eonntry.  forced  him  to  aban- 
don the  fort,  and  to  retreat  by  the  Rio  de  la  Trinidad  (Trinity  ri- 
ver.) While  on  this  retreat,  he  formed  a project  of  penetr.aiii!g 
i’uothe  interior  of  the  country,  to  see  if  he  could  discover  the  fa- 
bulous mines  of  Santa  Barbara;  but  be  was  assassinated  on  his 
route  by  his  own  people;  and  such  was  the  result  of  the  famous 
French  expedition  so  much  talked  of.  The  Indians  fell  immediatt- 
ly  on  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  massacred  the  small  garrison  left  by  La 
Salle.  The  remainder  of  the  French  who  accompanied  him  shared 
the  same  fate;  being  dispersed  in  different  directions  after  the  fall 
of  their  chief,  they  perished  by  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  mean  time  news  of  tliis  incursion  having  reached  Mexico, 
the  viceroy,  fearful  of  a repetition  of  similar  altemjits,  held  a coun- 
cil of  war  to  deliberate  on  tbe  affair,  in  obedience  to  the  royal  or- 
der issued  by  Philip  II.  enjoining  the  extermination  of  all  foreign- 
ers who  would  dare  to  penetrate  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  An  ex- 
pedition was  then  resolved  on,  to  be  formed  at  Cohaquila,  under 
the  command  of  Alonza  deLeon,  to  scour  the  country  and  hunt 
out  the  French,  if  any  were  still  remaining.  Having  s.  t out  with 
the  necessary  force,  he  arrived  on  the  22d  of  April,  168  9,  at  the 
place  where  La  Salle  had  built  Fort  St.  Louis, and  Ihe  24th,  au he 
entrance  of  the  hay,  where  he  fell  in  with  the  remains  of  the  French 
vessel  that  had  been  wrecked.  Having  lieard  in  his  march  that 
some  of  La  Salle’s  companions  were  still  wandering  about  tlie 
country,  or  had  taken  refuge  with  tlie  Indians,  he  shaped  his 
Course  towards  the  nation  of  the  Asimais,  and  w.as  received  by 
them  with  marks  of  friendship  and  respect;  he,  however,  found  no 
traces  of  the  French,  as  no  more  of  them  were  in  existence. 

Alonzo  deLeon  treated  the  Asimais  with  the  greatest  kindness, 
and  called  them  Texas,  which  in  their  language  signifies  “friends.” 
On  the  22d  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  wrbte  to  the  viceroy,  in- 
forming him,  that  there  existed  neither  French  nor  any  other  fo- 
reigners in  the  whole  country;  that  the  Texas  Indians  possessed 
great  attachment  and  good  will  to  the  Spaniards;  and  that  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  establish  missions  and  garrisons  throughout  tiiat 
country  to  prevent  any  future  attempt  or  incursion  of  foreigners, 
and  to  preserve  the  conquest.  This  subject  having  been  delibe- 
rated on  in  Mexico,  the  mission  of  St.  Francisco  de  Texas  was 
founded  in  1690,  after  that  nation  had  voluntarily  submitted  to 
the  crown  of  Spain.  The  viceroy  of  Mexico  continued  to  take 
^ , effectual  measures  for  protecting  the  country  and  preventing  the 

Spaniards,  and  to  discover  points  for  settlements  in  that  part  of  1 intrusion  of  any  French  adventurers.  The  court  of  Spain,  on  Ire- 
Ainerica.  The  French  expeditions  penetrated  into  Canada  bythejiug  informed  of  what  had  passed,  renewed  rigorous  orders  to  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  those  of  the  E iglish  were  directed  to  dif  same  effect,  and  also  give  di^-ections  for  the  instruction  and  govern- 
feieiit  inms  of  the  coast  on  the  Atlantic,  Hence  originated  the  ment  of  the  Indians.  Such  were  the  objects  of  the  expedition  un  = 
basis  on  which  the  two  nations  afterwards  founded  and  extended  der  don  Domingo  de  Teran,  and  of  tliat  which  was  effect.ed  under 
their  respec-tive  settlements.  I shall  now  only  speak  of  those  | the  command  of  don  Gregoris  Salinas,  in  May  1693.  Sioce  thaj 
made  by  the  French,  as  they  serve  as  a support  to  the  actual  pivtcn-  | period  the  province  of  Texas  has  continued  in  perfect  tranquility 
sions  of  the  United  States.  Francis  Ribaut,  an  adventurer  of  i under  the  Spanish  government,  and  no  further  attempts  were  madp 
that  nation,  had  already  penetrated  into  Florida  witli  some  follosy-  by  the  French  to  penetrate  into  any  part  of  it. 
ers,  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  built  the  fort  | You  see.  sir,  that  the  excursion  of  La  Salle  can  give  France  no 
called  Charles  Le  Fort;  but  this  rash  enterprize  on  the  tenitoiy  : rights  to  that  province,  which  had  long  before  been  acknowledged 
of  the  crown  of  Spain  was  immediately  overthrown  and  dissipat- ! to  be,  and  was  incorporated  in  the  Spanish  dominions.  Such  an 
ed,  the  Spanish  governor,  Pedro  Melendez,  having  attacked  asd^  excursion  was  in  fact  nothing  more  than  the  rash  attempt  of  a fo- 
taken  the  fort,  and  made  prisoners  of  Ribaut  and  all  his  people.  • reigucr  to  explore  part  of  the  territories  of  another  nation,  and 
Mention  is  likewise  made  by  some  writers,  of  another  Frenchman,  jis  |not  substantially  different  from  that  made  by  Mv-  Le  Vaillant 
calk'd  Rene  de  Laudomiiere,  who  is  said  to  have  landed  from  the  ’ in  the  country  of  the  Caffres  to  the  north  east  of  the  cape  of  Good 
squadron  of  admiral  Caligny,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  the  year  Hope;  by  which,  however,  France  acquiretl  no  right  to  tb.at  part 
1564,  and  built  a fort  which  he  named  Carolin,  about  the  spot  where  of  the  Dutch  possessions,  although  they  \v  re  still  desert  when  tbe 
Pensacola  now  stands;  but  the  same  writers  add,  that  the  Spa-  said  Le  Vaillant  explored  them.  What  territories  are  therein  the 
hiards  immediately  attacked  the  French,  put  them  to  death,  and  world,  especially  in  extensive  dominions,  still  ntw  and  thinly  peo- 
razed  the  fort  or  redoubt  they  had  built.  Others  say,  that  it  was  pled,  in  which  excursions  of  that  nature  have  not  been  made  by 
on  that  same  fort  that  the  Spaniards  afterwards  built  the  forti-ess  , individuals  of  foreign  countries,  sometimes  of  neiglihoring  isations, 
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ol' St.  Augustin.  So  vague  and  so  uncertain  is  the  information 
specting  these  particular  adventurers.  The  story  related  of  a Re- 
pollet  friar,  called  Father  HeiVnipin,  is  still  more  ridiculous,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  made  a prisoner  by  tiie  Indians,  at  the  time 
they  were  at  war  with  the  French  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  the  II- 


which  is  the  most  common,  and  sometimes  of  those  which,  altliough 
at  a distance,  actuated  either  by  curiosity  or  ambition,  undenake 
to  explore  unknown  countries,  inhabited  by  other  people  and  go- 
verned  by  other  powers.^ 

Nor  can  I refrain  from  recalling  here  what  has  been  written  and 


linois,  whence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring  the  country  as  lar  as  thoroughly  investigated,  touching  the  pretended  settlement  of  the 


the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Louis  or  Mississipjii,  of  which  he  tool; 
possession  in  the  name  of  Louis  the  fourteenth,  and  gave  it  the 
name  af  Louisiana,  (doubtless  in  his  secret  thoughts  and  by  a mere 
mental  act.)  It  is  added,  that  this  friar  escaped  from  the  Illinois, 


French  in  ihe  Illinois  and  Arkansas. 

Whether  they  were  some  of  fhe  individuals  of  La  Talk’s  expi - 
dition,  who  had  survived  it.  as  Mr.  Du  Pratz  has  it,  or  whether 
they  were  other  adventurers  IVom  Canada,  it  seems  beyond  a doubt. 


and  returned  to  Canada,  where  he  related  all  he  had  seen,  and  ! that  some  Frenchmen  did  penetrate  as  far  as  tlie  Arkansas,  to- 

aftervvards  published  it  in  France  more  circumstantially  in  a me-  ’ ^ * '■  - - -‘■-i  ~ 

moir,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  celebrated  Colbert.  These  ac- 


counts  and  others  of  the  like  nature  are  contemptible  in  them- 
selves, even  though  the  facts  they  relate  were  authentic,  since  no- 
thing can  be  inferr  d from  them,  that  can  favor  the  idea  started 
by  those  who  speak  of  these  transient  adventurers  and  incursions. 


tiieti/  auiiic  juiciiuiiiijcii  utu  jicriiciirtie  ai  lai  aa  me: 

wards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  or  the  lieginning  ofthe 
eighteenth,  on  wliich  point,  however,  the  records  of  that  period  do 
not  exactly  agree.  Enterprising  people  from  Canada,  both  French- 
men and  natives,  communicated  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  pe- 
netrated far  into  the  interior  to  purchase  cattle,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses of  traffic.  Some  of  them,  therefore,  fixed  themselves  at  the 


L it  us  sae  what  importance  can  be  attached  to  what  is  said  of  post  of  Arkansas,  not  as  settlers,  but  as  agents,  to  carry  on  the 
Bernard  de  la  Salle,  who  in  1679,  descended  from  Canada  to  the  trade  between  Canada  and  the  natives  of  this  district.  The  same 
Mississippi,  and  there  built  Fort  Crevecceu7\  according  to  M.  dii  took  place  at  the  post  of  the  Illinois,  long  before  the  first  fouiida- 
Pratz,  or  Fort  Prudhomme,  according  to  others.  What  is  certain,  tion  of  the  French  colony  of  Louisiana  was  thought  of. 
amounts  to  this,  tliat  he  only  made  a rapid  incursion  from  Canada  ; Father  Marquez,  a Jesuit,  had  penetrated  in  1671,  as  a misson- 
tothe  Mississippi,  as  any  other  adventur  r might  do,  crossing  the  | ary,  into  the  Indian  nation  called  Saulteiix,  as  far  as  Cliagwani- 
territories  of  another  nation;  that  he  returned  to  Quebec  without  j gung,  on  lake  Superior;  and  in  the  year  following  one  Soikt, 
any  further  result,  than  that  of  an  imperfect  exploration  of  the  j with  a view  to  explore  the  Mississippi,  proceeded  from  Canada  io 
country;  and  that  he  embarked  at  Quebec  fur  France,  from  whence  i Chagwanigung  Point.  After  joining  father  Marquez,  tiiey  both 
he  r.-turned  in  1684  with  an  expedition  composed  of  four  vessels,  j advanced  and  succeeded  iu  penetrating  to  that  river  by  die  Otiii- 
commaoded  by  captain  Beaujeu,  to  explore  the  mouth  of  the  Mis-  j cousin.  They  met  with  a considerable  population  in  tlie  coumri- 
sissippi.  This  expedition  entered  the  gull  of  Mexico,  on  the  12th  j of  the  Illinois,  at  the  mouth  ofthe  river  Moingoni;  and  after  pro. 
ol  December,  of  the  following  yeaix  La  Salle  being  deceived  in  ; mising  to  visit  them  on  their  return,  they  suggested  to  those  In- 
his  reckoning  by  the  currents  of  the  gulf,  could  not  find  the  mouth  ' dians  the  idea  of  entering  the  coumi  y hy  the  river  since  call' d the 
of  the  river,  and  being  overtaken  by  a storm  on  the  coast  ofthe  ; Illinois;  and  the  Indians  did  so  and  s-ttledin  a district  known  by 
lltuvince  qf  Te-xias,  ha  was  obliged  to  take  slieUev  in  the  baj-ofi  the  name  of  the  Great  Hock,  orGn^it  IVnaso),  atjoutfive  leaguci 
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Ligiier  up  than  the  mouth  of  tJie  river.  Soliet  and  father  Mar- 
qui  z could  descend  the  Mississippi  no  farther  than  the  Arkansas, 
and  on  their  return  from  their  excursion,  they  found  the  Illinois 
encamped  at  the  Great  Penasco.  Soliet  continued  his  r<-treat; 
and  father  Marquez  determined  to  remain  with  these  Indians,  to 
instruct  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  taith.  In  this  at- 
.tempt  he,  was  succeetled  by  other  missionaries,  who  afterwards 
proceeded  to  found  a churcli  there,  sufficiently  regular,  compos-  d 
of  Illinois  and  Canadians  who  iiad  met  and  united  with  each 
other:  these  people  w re  no  ways  subject  to  the  French  gbvern- 
incnt;  l)Ut  lived  independent,  in  the  mannrer  of  s veral  Indian  na- 
tions, horderiog  on  the  United  States.  Several  other  Indians  of 
the  Miami  aitd  Shawanoe  tribes  came  and  setth'd  themselves  near 
the  Big  Rock,  or  Great  IV  nasco;  but  they  disagreed,  and  soon  after 
dispersed.  A party  of  the  lihfiois  went  down  the  river  and  settled 
nt  Cahokia,  on  the  left  oank  of  th.e  Mississippi,  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  Other  missionaries  followed 
them;  and  thus  went  on  this  kind  of  colony,  informal  or  wandering, 
lint  always  independent  of  and  unconnected  with  the  French  of 
Canada. 

l.Lt  US  now  speak  of  the  settlement  of  the  French  in  the  country 
called  hy  them  Louisiana  The 'first  spot  occupied  by  them  in 
tins  country,  was  the  hay  of  Biloxi,  about  thirty  leagues  to  the 
eastward  otihe  Mississippi,  in  the  year  699;  or  more  strictly  speak- 
ing in  1700;  and  Mobile,  a little  farther  eastward,  where  they  esta- 
hlished  them  elves,  was  duruig  tw’o  and  twenty  years,  the  capital 
of  tlieir  new  colony.  From  that  time  they  observed  the  greatest 
caution  in  the  settlements  they  formed  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Seventeen  years  had  passed  since  the  foundation  of  their 
colony,  when  they  ventured  to  raise  some  huts  on  the  left  bank  ot 
that  river;  and  this  was  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  New-Orieans, 
which  five  y<  ars  aft  rwmls  became  the  capital  of  the  colony,  when 
the  intimate  ivlatioiis  between  France  and  Spain,  not  only  by  virtue 
of  tlie  family  compact,  hut  more  particularly  hy  the  elevation  of 
Fhilip  the  5th  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  favored  the  toleration  of  a 
dexterous  encroachment  on  a territory,  which  was  acknowledged 
to  belong  to  that  nfbnarchy.  In  17^2,  the  French  succeedetl  in 
fixing  some  German  families  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  opposite 
to  tlie  settlements  which  they  already  bad  above  and  below  the  new 
city  of  Orleans.  They  afterwards  settled  some  Aeadians  a little 
higher  up,  and  finally,  some  others  at  Point  Coupe.  But  the  whole 
limits  of  these  cottages  or  settlements  did  not  extend  to  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  acres  of  land  upon  the  front  of  the  river,  so  that 
the  French  seeing  a w’aiit  of  cattle,  and  feeling  the  necessity  of 
establisliiiig  herds  to  keep  up  a supply,  turned  their  views  to  the 
extensive  and  fertile  prairies  of  Atacapas;  and  the  governor  of 
Louisiana  thereupon  applied  to  the  commandant  of  the  interior 
provinces  of  Mexico,  for  permission  to  establish  some  herds  only, 
which  was  frankly  granted  to  him  by  the  Spanish  commandant. 
In  fact,  they  had  nothing  more  than  cattle  establishments  in 
Atacapas  and  Opelousas,  when  the  colony  was  transferred  to  Spain 
in  1764.  They  had  never  gone  farther;  and  it  is  to  the  Spaniards 
that  the  colony  is  indebted  for  the  extensivi-  population  and  cultiva- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  territory  afterwards  ceded  back  to  France 
and  transferred  uy  her  to  the  United  States;  as  was  also  tlie  case 
ill  the  settlements  of  La  Fourche,  Avayelles,  the  Rapides  and 
Ouachita,  which  did  not  previously  exist,  but  were  formed  by  the 
Spaniards  within  the  proper  limits  of  the  monarchy. 

From  hence,  you  will  clearly  s*  e,  sir,  that  so  far  from  Spain  having 
retrained  any  i>oint  belonging  to  French  Louisiana,  when  she  ceded 
it  back  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso,  she  left  incorporated  with 
it,  many  points,  settlements,  and  territories,  which,  in  truth,  did  not 
belong,  nor  ever  had  belonged  to  the  said  colony. 

It  would  be  too  fatiguing  to  trace,  step  by  step,  all  the  incursions 
of  the  French  from  Canada,  or  from  Louisiana,  into  other  points  of 
the  Spanish  dominior.s,liy  passing  through  Indian  nations, or  u.-iin- 
habited  countries.  I cannot,  however,  omit  touching  on  the  ac- 
cidental circumstance  which  gave  rise  to  their  settlement  at 
Kaskaskias,  twenty  leagm-s  helow  Cuhokia.  The  inhabitants  of 
Illinois,  who  liad  no  connexion  or  d;  peuilence  whatever  on  Canada 
at  length  uiidertook  to  go  down  th-.  river,  and  trade  witli  the 
French  at  Biloxi  and  Mobile  Bay;  and  these  traders  having  dis- 
covered hrtile  and  beautiful  prairies  on  the  right  of  the  small  river 
Kaskaskias,  several  of  the  Fn  ucli  settlers  removed  thither  iii  the 
year  1703,  and  founded  what  it  now  the  town  of  Kaskaskias;  but 
they  always  lived  independent  and  in  alliance  with  the  Indians, 
until  the  L-niisiana  company  sent  IM.  de  BoisAriant,  as  the  king’s 
lieutenant,  with  troops,  to  reduce  and  direct  this  settlement,  it 
was  afterwards  considerably  increased  in  the  ha.ds  of  the  French, 
wlio  succ.^ssivtly  form.  d the  settlements  of  Chartres,  St.  Philip, 
Prairie  ties  Roches,  and  Prairie  Dupont;  hut  still,  as  you  perceive, 
sir,  oil  the  left  of  the  Mississippi;  and  it  was  not  till  several  years 
afterwards,  that  they  settled  St.  G nevieve,  opposite  Kaskaskias, 
on  the  riglit  of  the  saiit  river,  an  incov.skierahh  s-  ttlenu-nt,  which 
made  no  progress  until  the  country  was  ceded  to  England. 

In  line,  all  the  written  documents  and  historical  evidence,  rela-r 
ting  to  French  Louisiana,  agtve  in  dividing  it  into  Upper  amt 
Lower,  and  proving  that  Low.  r Louisiana  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Bayou  Maochac.  by  which  it  communicates  from  the  river 
Mississippi  to  the  Ib  rvilU  ; and  that  Upper  Louisiana  commeiiees 
above  the  said  S ^yno.  the  jjost  of  Natchez  being  the  principal 
settlement  ot  the  Fiv:icli  in  ttiat  quarter,  in  whose  neighborhood 
tli'.y  cultivated  tohueco.  The  settlement  of  Natchitoches,  which 
they  afterwards  formed,  was  considered  as  depending  on  U »per 
Louisiana. 

It  would  be  easy  to  prove  that  this  latter  settlement  was  made 
»y  the  Fi-eiicii  within  tie-  Spanish  territory,  and  mer.-ly  tlirough 
Mik  coudesceiisimi  or  sufferance  of  the  viceroj-s  of  Mexico,  and 
the  govtniors  of  the  province  of  Texas.  Before  the  French  bad 
.oundf'd  Now-OvI- PUS.  t r;  mready  .fxisted  tin-  Spanisli  missions 
and  settlei m ills  of  San  Fraii -is -o,  L Punid-ua  Co.i.npcion,  San 
..osr^  and  Ba  dt;  fa  nt  a rrry  ehoi't  dhtnncij  from 


' Natchitoches;  and  the  right  of  property  and  possession  on  the  par 
of  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  whofc  of  this  territory  as  far  as  tlfe 
Mississippi,  M'as  notorious. 

l am  aware  that  the  French  attacked  the  missions  of  Texas, 
during  the  war  between  France  and  Spain  under  the  regency  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans;  that  for  this  purjiose  they  procteded  from 
the  post  of  Natchitoches,  and  that  the  Spaniards  retreated  to  San 
Antonio  de  Bexar,  till  the  governor  of  the  province,  the  marquis 
de  Velero,  advanced  to  chastise  and  keep  the  enemy  in  ch-  ck. 
This  commander  marched  against  them  in  1719.  drove  them  from 
the  Spanish  posts,  and  obliged  them  to  shut  themselves  up  in 
Natchitoches. 

This  expedition  is  connected  with  the  authentic  facts,  of  which 
Mr.  dll  Pratz  lias  made  up  a ridiculous  and  fiihuloiis  tale,  in  liis 
History  of  Louisiana,'  when  he  speaks  of  a Frenchman  of  the  name 
of  St.  Dennis,  and  supposes  certain  conventions  entered  into  be- 
tween him  and  the  duke  de  Linares,  viceroy  ot  Mexico.  In  1715, 
St.  Dennis  penetrated  from  Mobile  to  the  Spanish  garrison  o’  San 
Juan  Bantista,  with  three  companions  and  a passport,  on  pretenct? 
of  going  to  buy  cattle  in  the  missions  of  Texas,  but  in  reality  to 
carry  on  a contraband  trade,  and  explore  the  country.  Both  he 
and  his  companions  were  seized  and  conveyed  to  Mexico.  Aftci' 
a variety  of  advantures,  St.  Dennis  made  his  escape,  and  was  one 
of  those  who  set  out  from  Natchitoches  with  other  Frenchmen,  tO 
attack  the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  as  I have  before  stated. 

After  this  event  the  Marquis  de  Aguayo  come  to  Texas,  re-es* 
tahlished  the  old  missions,  and  founded  new  ones,  viz;  Pilar,  Adaes,- 
Loreto,  at  the  Bay  of  Espiritu  Santo,  or  St.  Bernard,  and  Do!»ix?f^j 
known  by  the  n^me  of  Orquizaco;  he  greatly  improved  San  An*- . 
I tonio  de  Besear,  and  placed  the  whole  frontier  of  the  province 
in  a re.spectable  state.  Thus  the  Spanish  settlements  rerii-amed 
tranquil  until  laiuisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain,  when  the  garrisons- 
of  Adaes  and  Orquizac  o were  suppressed  as  being  no  longer  ne*- 
cessary. 

As  a further  proof  that  the  post  of  Natchitoches  was  acknow- 
ledged even  hy  the  French  as  being  within  the  Spanish  territory, 
I shall  add  two  facts;  the  first  is,  that  when  captain  Don  Domin- 
go Ramon  came  with  a party  to  Texas,  after  Sr.  Dennis  and  his 
followers  were  sent  to  Mexico,  he  paid  a friendly  visit  to  the 
French  at  Natchitoches,  and  entered  that  fort  with  the  royal  Ba- 
tova and  Insigna,  as  a sign  of  the  dominion  and  jurisdiction  of 
Spain,  to  which  the  French  made  no  opposition.  The  second 
fact  is,  that  in  the  year  1742,  the  French  governor  of  Natchito- 
ches being  desirous  to  remove  that  fort,  which  had  been  injured 
by  an  inundation,  somewhat  farther  from  the  hank  of  the  Rio 
R-oxo,  (the  Red  river,)  he  waited  on  the  Spanish  governor  of  the 
Adaes,  Don  Manuel  de  Sandoval,  requested  the  necessary  per* 
mission  to  do  so.  Sandoval  granted  it,  as  the  site,  to  which  he 
wished  to  remove  it,  was  no  farther  than  a musket  shot  from  its 
former  .situation.  Not-W'ithstanding,  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  oH 
being  informed  of  this  act  of  accommodation,  highly  disapprov- 
ed it,  and  despatched  colonel  Don  Francisco  de  Brito  to  Adaesi 
to  supercede  governor  Sandoval,  and  bring  him  under  guard  to 
Mexico  to  be  tried  there  before  a court  martial;  which  was  car- 
ried into  effect  with  all  the  rigor  of  the  law. 

It  is  unquestionable,  from  the  historical  series  of  fiiets  and  the 
most  unexceptionable  documents,  that  the  province  of  Texas 
extended  to  the  Mississippi,  and  that  the  French  never  crossed 
the  river  into  that  district,  but  througii  the  sufferance  or  permis- 
sion of  the  Spanish  governors;  and  tliat  in  consequence  of  the 
former  abusing  the  generosity' with  which  they  were  pernytted 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  of  that  territory,  and  <o  hold,  for  that 
durpose  only,  the  posts  of  Natchez  and  Natchitoches,  positive  or- 
ders were  issued  to  drive  the  French  from  the  whole  district,  and 
estroy  the  said  posts.  The  Spanish  commandant  advanced  with 
a sufficient  force  to  execute  those  orders;  but  he  accetled  to  the 
proposals  of  the  French  at  Natchitoches,  which  were  confined  to 
this,  that  Arroyo  Hondo,  which  is  mkhvay  betrveen  Natchitoches 
and  Adaes,  should  be  considered  as  the  dividing  line,  until  the  de- 
termination of  thetxvo  courts.  In  this  state  things  remained  with- 
out further  cliange,  and  so  continued  until  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana to  Spain  relieved  those  provinces  of  Spanish  America  from 
all  embarrassment  and  trouble  from  the  French.  But  it  always 
was  an  undeniable  fact,  established  by  the  irresistible  titles  and 
1 documents,  that  the  French  neither  held  nor  had  held,  to  the 
westward  of  tlie  Mississippi,  in  1719,  any  other  post  than  Natchi- 
toches, which  they  held  merely  by  the  condescension  of  Spain; 
and  that  the  Spanish  settlement  of  Adaes.  only  fiv^  leagues  dis- 
tant from  the  Rio  Roxo,  (Red  river,)  existed  much  earlier,  and 
did  so  exist  until  Louisiana  was  transferred  to  Spain.  The  paro- 
chial records  of  Nacogdochez  and  Adaes,  with  the  registers  of 
births,  baptisms  and  deaths,  attest  it  still  more  circumstantially, 
as  well  as  the  proceedings  of  the  pastoral  visit,  made  in  1805,  by 
Don  Primo  Feliciano  Marin,  bishop  of  the  new  kingdom  of  Leon, 
who  visited  the  district  of  Adaes  and  the  whole  province  of  Texas. 

The  right  which  Spaiir  always  had  to  all  the  territories  to  the 
north  and  east  of  New  Mexico,  as  far  as  the  right  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  Missouri,  is  proved  with  equal  certainty'.  Ail  these 
territories,  and  the  different  branches,  falls  and  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, were  alvvays  comprehended  within  the  line  of  the  Spanish 
dominion  in  that  part  of  America,  from  the  earliest  peri'ids  of  its 
discovery  and  conquest.  Although  the  French  penetrated  several 
times  from  tlie  Mobile  and  Biloxi,  to  different  parts  of  the  line, 
they  never  acquired  any  right  to  them.  Their  excursions  were 
confined  to  trading  or  smuggling  or  exploring  the  country.  The 
huts  or  posts  which  they  had  in  some  Indian  nations  were  trifling 
establishraents,  clandestine  and  precarious,  which  they  were  un-’ 
able  to  preserve.  The  Spaniards  had  traded  much  earlier  than 
French  with  all  these  Indian  iiaiions;  with  the  Missouri’s,  exteml- 
iiig  along  the  river  of  that  name;  the  Padorcas,  bey'ond  the  Riv;er 
La  Platte, and  stHl  farther  to  the  northwest,  with  the  Latapes, 
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iUd  fmallj' with  several  others  as  being  within  the  dominions  of. 
the  crown  of  Sj)ain.  . 

I'he  ^’renc!»  themselves  never  disputed  the  rights  of  the  Spam- 
strds  to  possession  and  property,  nor  laid  eiaim  to  these  parts  of 
llie  territories  ot  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The  court  of  France 
always  took  the  greatest  care  not  to  injure  the  rights  of  Spain,  on 
ail  occasions  of  making  grants  of  land  within  her  settlement  ot 
Louisiana;  and  the  French  settlers  at  all  times  carefully  respected 
the  right  bapk  of  the  Mississippi,  throughout  its  whole  extent,  as 
tlie  well  known  pro|)erty  of  Spain.  No  memorial  can  be  found 
declaratory  of  a contrary  opinion,  except  a decree  of  Louis  the 
fourteenth,  dated  at.Fontainbleau,  on  the  14th  Sejit.  1712,  in  favor 
of  M.  Crozat,  ceding  to  him, and  the  company  formed  by  him,  the 
French  settlement  of  Louisiana,  with  an  ideal  and  vague  demar- 
cation of  boundaries,  by  extending  them  mentally  to  New-Mexieo 
iatad  the  English  province  of  Carolina,  and  along  the  Mississippi^ 
from  the  sea  to  the  Illinois,  &c.  It  is  evident,  that  the  court  ot 
France  had  not  then  any  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  that 
cbuntry,  or  that  New-Mexico  was  considered  as  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi;  notwithstanding  Louis  the  fourteenth  had  carried  his 
liberality  so  far  in  that  grant,  as  to  give  the  French  company  even 
the  River  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri.  He  might,  with  equal 
i'Cason,  have  given  that  of 4he  Amazons, the  LaPiata  and  Oronoko. 
You  are  perfectly  aware,  sir,  the  expressions  of  this  grant  are 
vague  and  absurd.  They  never  could  alter  the  fixed  limits  of 
FTench  Louisiana  or  the  Spanish  possessions.  The  grant  of  Louis 
tfie  fourteenth  was  always  considered  as  the  act  of  a disordered 
imagination.  Tlve  Spanairds  constantly  preserved  their  dominion 
over  all  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  to  the. Missouri,  and  over 
all  the  territories  and  waters  from  the  former  to  the  right  shore  of 
the  latter*  Even  the  French,  themselves,  notwithstanding  this 
famous  grant,  never  ventured  to  go  beyond  the  certain  and  well 
known  limits  of  their  settlement,  or  violate  those  of  the  territory 
aSid  dominions  of  the  crown  ot  Spain.  It  is,  therefore,  of  no  con- 
sequence to  us  it  such  a blunder  w'as  committed  by  those  who 
penned  the  said  grant  at  Fomainbleau.  If  a document  of  this 
nature  was  sufficient  to  dispossess  a nation  of  its  dominions,  or  of 
apy  pai'l  of  them,  what  security  could  there  be  in  any  part  of 
the  possessions  of  independent  kingdoms  and  states?  Can  there  be 
•4  mind  capable  of  conceiving,  that  such  a paper  can  fail  to  be 
absurd  and  completely  despicable,  since  it  never  took  effect,  has 
always  bemi  resisted  as  rash  and  extravagant,  and  since  the  in- 
Cbntestihle  rights  of  Spain,  to  the  property  and  possession  of  the 
said  territories,  existed  then  and  do  still  exist?  Certainly  not. 

I'he  court  of  France  was  immediately  sensible  of  liie  extrava* 
^ncc  of  that  grant,  as  no  farthei’  mention  was  made  of  it.  On  tlie 
Contrary,  when  it  ceded  Xmuisiana  to  Spain  in  1764,  M.  Kerlet,  who 
had  been  many  years  governor  of  that  province,  was  ordered  to 
draw  up  a memoir,  containing  a description  of  its  proper  extent 
aiad  limits.  This  memoir,  deliveretl  by  the  duke  of  Choi  seal,  min- 
ister of  France,  to  the  Sjmnish  ambassador  at  Paris,  as  a supplement 
to  the  act  of  cession  of  Louisiana  agrees  substantially  with  that 
wliich  I have  just  now  pointed  out,  I would  cany  this  demoustra- 
tjon  still  farther, if  I thought  it  necessary;  and  1 will  do  so,  if  you 
shall  have  any  thing  to  ob^ject  to  it.  In  the  mean  time,  I now  con- 
fine myself  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  and  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  name  of  the  Iting  my  master,  that  although 
Spain  has  an  original  and  indisputable  right  to  all  the  right  bank  of 
Tlie  Mississippi,  his  majesty  has  resolved  to  claim  this  right,  solely 
with  a'view  to  adhere  to  the  uti  possedeiis,  or  state  of  possessioii,  in 
which  the  crown  ol  Spain  was.  when  slie  acquired  Louisiana  in 
1764,  and  in  which  that  of  France  was  at  the  time  she  made  the 
cession.  His  majesty  paying  due  respect  to  all  such  treaties  and 
Convemidns,  as  have  caused  a change  in  the  state  ol  possession  of  the 
two  rations  in  that  part  of  America,  religiously  confines  himself  to 
the  express  period,  when  Louisiana  was  ciivurascrilrt'd  by  the  well 
knowm  extent  and  boundaries,  with  which  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States. 

As  these  boimdaiies,  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  although 
always  notorious  and  acknowledged,  have  not  been  marked  out  with 
ilie  formality  necessary  to  avoid  doubts  and  arbitrary  pretensions, 
and  as  it  is  only  evident  that  they  undoubtedly  proce^  from  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  by  ihe  river  Marmenta  or  Mai  meiitao,  and  Arroyo 
Hondo,  b>  drawing  a line  between  Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  which 
crosses  Red  River,  and  exteiuis  towards  the  Missouri.  I have  done  no 
more  tlian  point  out  the  basis  for  a line  of  cteraarcation;  and  alter 
we  have  agreed  on  this  basis,  a commission  compost'd  of  Spaniards 
and  Americans,  formally  appointed  and  authorized  b)'  their  respec- 
^ve  governments,  can  and  ought  alone,  to  examine  and  fix  the  boun- 
dsuaes  between  the  jiossessions  of  the  two  powers,  keeping  in  view 
the  documents  exhibited  on  both  skies,  and  comparing  them  on  the 
spot  with  the  points  to  which  they  refer.  The  basis  1 now  speak  of 
as  necessary  for  this  demarcation  of  boundaries,  must  be  sought  for 
precisely  in  the  most  marked,  leading,  and  notorious  points,  which 
showed  the  proper  direction  and  extent  <'f  the  territories  of  Spain, 
Fiance,  and  Eiigland.  in  1763  and  1764,  since  we  cannot  seek  for 
them  in  preceding  peHods.  the  possessions  of  the  tlu'ee  powers  in 
this  i«u  t of  the  American  continent,  being  then  very  different  from 
what  they  have  been  after  those  periods,  in  virtue  of  public  irea- 
ties,  which  are,  and  ought  to  be.  inviolable. 

The  situation,  therefore,  of  the  three  powers,  until  1763,  was  as 
ffillow«  The  crown  of  Spain  extended  its  dominion  to  the  east,  over 
the  right  side  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  mouth  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Missouri;  aiid  to  the  north,  over  the  right  side  of  the  lattei’  river, 
•om  its  mouth  to  its  source.  Florida,  already  contracted  by  the 
intrusive  tstablishnmit  of  Louisiana,  commenced  at  the  river  Perdi- 
do, and  exieiidiug  eastward,  towards  the  river  Santa  Maria, (St. 
Mm-y’s)  iucludr  d the  whole  Peninsula,  which  extends  as  far  as  the 
23dt  g.  qt  south  latitude,  its  northern  boundary  was  not  yet  fixed, 
^uadditioii  to  the  colony  of  Loui.-iana,  sucli  as  I have  shown  it  vras. 
^ oii|ht  tjicijgi  tv  }>e,  ^ ¥ppet  and 


Lower  Canada,  extending  south  to  a line  nimdiig  from  the  river 
Alivamoa,  and  following  the  chain  of  the  Alleghanies  until  it  struck 
above  Chaleur  Bay.  England  extended  her  possessions  to  the  south 
of  the  said  line,  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  from  the  river  St, 
Mary  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  aild  added  to  those  possessions  all  the 
territory  lying  north  of  the  two  Canadas  ai  far  as  Hudron’s  Bay  and 
lake  Wimiopeeg,  which  had  been  ceded  to  her  by  France,  at  the 
peace  of  1713. 

But  France  as  you  know,  sir,  was  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  excluded 
from  the  continent  of  North  America,  with  the  exception  of  Lotiis- 
iaiia,  then  reduced  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  tlm  trace  of 
country  to  the  north  of  Missouri,  atid  extending  to  the  British  pos* 
sessiens.  By  that  treaty,  die  ceded  to  Englaitd  both  the  Canada.?, 
and  all  that  part  of  Louisiana,  eA tending  over  the  left  side  of  the 
Mississippi  from  its  source  to  the  Bayou  Mahciiac,  and  thence  fol- 
lowing tlie  left  of  the  river  Iberville,  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pom- 
chai train,  the  coast  and  islands,  to  the  river  Perdido.  Spain  ceded, 
in  like  manner,  Florida  to  England,  such  as  I have  described  it;  and 
in  the  year  1764,  which  is  the  second  period  when  it  is  necessary  to 
distin^iish  and  fi.x  the  basis  rel'evied  to,  she  acquired,  by  cession, 
from  France,  her  remaining  poitibnof  old  Louisiana.  Sheaher- 
Wards  acquired  what  France  had  ceded  to  the  Englisli,  on  ihe  left 
the  Mississippi,  and  Florida  also,  which  she  had  ceded  t;o  them  in 
1763,  as  is  proved  by  the  treaty  of  1783.  Tiiis  treaty,  and  those  of 
1763  and  1764,  before  mentioned,  are  those  which  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  in  view,  together  with  that  of  St.  Ildephonso,  by  which  Spain 
ceded  bade  to  France  what  she  had  received  from  her;  and  Francs 
accepted  thr  delivet’y,  declaring  herself  satisfied,  and  taking  posses- 
sion by  virtue  of  an  act  of  his  catholic  majesty,  which  expresses  tii«. 
retrocession  of  Loutsia?ia  by  Spain  to  France,  such  as  she  had  rc^' 
ceived  it  from  France,  in  1764. 

The  treaties  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  between 
the  latter  mwl  Spain,  the  first  in  1773,  and  the  se.ond  in  1795,  must 
lilrewisebe  kept  in  view,  to  illustrate  incontestable  rights  and  estab- 
lish imaltei'able  principles.  To  the  treaties  just  mentioned,  yosu- 
govej'ument  and  his  catholic  nwjesty  may  add  all  such  other  titles- 
and  documents  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  remove  or  settle  any 
doubt  which  may  arise  in  tlie  subject  matter,  to  the  end  that  the 
basis  of  a demarcation  may  be  laid  down  upon  a due  understanding, 
and  established  and  fixed  with  the  greatest  possible  exactness. 

You  are  perfectly  aware,  sir,  that  there  eda  be  no  otiier  just  mode 
of  settling  the  dispute  in  relation  to  the  question  of  boundaries,  at  id 
that  it  is  the  one  which  has  alvvaj's  been  adopted  by  all  nations  in 
similar  cases;  it  being  the  anxious  wish  of  his  catholic  majesty  that 
this  demarcation  may  be  so  accomplished  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
iloubts  or  controversy  in  future,  by  proceeding  to  it  with  good  fifitli, 
and  in  a manner  that  may  be  satisfactory  to  Is^th  parties. 

I,  therefore,  conclude  this  note  with  the  same  opinion  f expressM 
in  iny  former  one,  namely,  that  it  is  indispeasiWe  to  exarauie,  aset-r- 
tain  and  agree  on  the  points  necessary  and  essential  to  the  estab- 
lisameiitoftbetrueboundaries,  which  separate,  or  ought  to  se[>a- 
rate.  Louisiana  from  the  Spanish  dominions; 'and  that  this  can  only 
be  determined  by  the  mode  proposed.  It  you  will  be  pleased  n> 
point  out  to  me  any  other,  which,  while  it  fulfils  that  object,  may  be^ 
conciliatory  and  compatible  widi  the  rights  and  honour  of  the  crown 
of  Spain,  you  may  be  assured, _ .sir,  that  1 shall  adopt  it  with  pleasure 
as  1 shall  thereby  further  the  intentions  ofmy  sovereign,  wliich  age 
to  terminate,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  disputes  now  pending  insn 
amicable  manner,  so  as  to  leave  no  stiark  of  disagreement  in  future. 

With  these  sentiments  I have  the  honour  to  offer  myself  to  your 
disposal, and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUIS  DE  miS. 

M^ciskington,  5th  January^  181^. 

No.  7. 

(Transldtlon)  . 

The  same  to  tltc  saitn;. 

SIR— Having  state  1 to  yau  in  nry  notesbf  the  29th  of  the  last,  and 
5th  of  the  present  rnonili,  ail  that  I tJsought  propt-r  and  necessary 
on  the  suliject  ofbouiidaries.that  we  naay  ascertain,  diseeni  and  fix 
with  impartiality,  justice  and  gnod  fifilh,  those  which  divide  or  ought 
to  divide  Louisiana  from  the  Sjjanish  jmssespous  situate  to  the  east 
and  west  of  that  province,  acquired  Irom  I ra'iee  by  the  United 
States;  I now  proceed  to  discuss  the  different  points  on  which  yettr 
government  founds  claims  against  those  of  his'  catholic  majesty. 

As  this  matter  was  sufficientij  discussed  (ventilado)  and  placed  in 
the  sti'O’.igest  light  of  evidence  by  the  Spanish- government,  in  tlte 
notes  addressed  by  it  to  .Mr.  Pinckney,  at  Aranjaez,  and  afterwards' 
to  the  Americaii  commission,  composed  of  tliat  gentleman  and  dr. 
Monroe;  and  also  in  those  which  in  the  last  instance  were  addressed 
by  it  to  Mr.  Erving,  at  Madrid,  I shall  resume  the  subject  ly  iefiy, 
aiwl  precisel3S  merely  touching  on  tiie  principal  points  of  the  dispute:, 
and  showing  wi.h  simplicity  and  clearness,  to  uhat  me  suue  ot  the 
question  is  reduced,  and  in  what  manaer  it  should  be  fairly  and  just- 
ly  arranged. 

I divide  into  two  classes  the  points  on  which  your  government  de- 
mands satisfaction  and  indemnificaTiori  of  his  c.atlioiic  majesty.  'I'he 
first  comprehends  the  injuries,  losses  and  damages  suffertxl  by  .Ame- 
rican citizens  from  Si>anish  aiuhoiities  and  subjects,  and  those  suit 
fered  by  the  subjects  oi  the  crown  of  S;»aia  from  American  autho- 
rities and  citizens.  The  second  eomprelicTids  the  losses,  damages  and 
injuries  sustained  by  American  citizens  from  captures  made  by 
French  ci  uizers  on  the  coasts  of  Spain,  and  condemned  by  French 
consuls  residing  in  tlie  Spanish  ports.  To  this  the  whole  question  of 
indemnification  is  reduced. 

The  points  embraced  by  the  fi  st  class,  areas  follows: 

’ St.  The  damages  and  injuries  mfawfully  causet!  by  Spanish  all* 
thqrities  and  subjects  on  American  citizens;  and  by  .America^,  au- 
tlioriries  and  citizens  on  the  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Spain;  i viola- 
tion of  the  law  oi  nations  and  of  tlie  existing  treaty,  during  the , wav 
between  Spain  and  Great  Bntain.’xvhicfi  tdfminated  at  the  pe-ace  of 
1802. , 2dly,  Damages  and  injtu-ies^sust§inj;d  by  Ama-icaii  qiti^biih 
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ill  consequence  of  the  interruption  of  llip  place  of  deposit  at  Ne'H 
Orleans,  by  an  order  of  the  imendantof  the  royal  treasury  of  Spain  , 
in  the  province  of  Louisiana.  Sdlj-,  Injuries,  damages  and  losses 
caused  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  Spanish  authorities  and 
subjects,  and  by  .Vmerican  aulliorities  and  citizens  to  Spanish  sub- 
jects, directly  or  indirectly,  ftoin  the  year  ]80i  until  the  perioil  when 
tiie  correspondent  conveution  between  the  two  governments  on  all 
the  points  embraced  by  the  question  of  spoliations,  shall  be  conclu- 
ded and  signed. 

. Those  whitu  are  com pre ben  led  in  tiie  first  point  are  ackimw- 
ledged  to  be  evidently  founded  on  justice;  and  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  there  exists  ever  since  I8O2  a convention  stipulated  and  sign- 1 
ed  between  Sjiaiii  and  the  United  States.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  I 
the  suspension  of  this  convention  did  not  oviginate  with  his  catholic  ! 
majesty’s  government.  His  majesty  is  ready  to  give  full  effect  to  it;  , 
andon\l'.e  basis  of  that  convention  we  can  establish  ar»d  agree  on  I 
what  may  be  most  just,  suitable  and  expeditious,  to  make  a recipro-  j 
cal  satisfaction  for  the  aforesaid  injuries  and  lasses,  comprehending  | 
in  the  convention,  to  be  stipulated'  and  signed  for  that  purpose,  all 
the  injuries  and  losses,  respectively  suffered,  since  1801  to  the  pre- 
sent; because  these  two  points  only  are  distinct  in  point  of  time,  bu’. 
as  you  are  perfectly  aware,  they  are,  in  all  other  respects,  of  a like  I 
nature,  and  therefore  of  equal  rights  and  justice.  1 

The  first  and  third  points  are  consequently  (o  be  acknowledged  I 
as  .substantially  forming  only  one,  subject  to  the  examination  and 
decision  of*  the  joint  commission  which  is  to  determine  the  necessary 
compensation,  in  vir£us  of  the  convention  to  be  stipulated  on  the  ba-  ' 
sis  of  that  of  1802. 

The  second  point,  namely,  that  of  the  suspension  of  the  deposite 
at  New'  Orleans,  might  be  omitted.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  it 
lasted  but  a very  short  time,  audio  the  depth  of  w'inter,  when  the 
exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  w'estern  states  was  very  inconsid- 
erable, and  very  hazardous  and  difficult;  that,  moreover,  the  order 
of  ilie  inteiiclanr,  produced  no  other  inconvenience  to  the  American 
citizens  than  the  trifling  one  of  loading  in  t!ie  stream,  instead  of  i 
laying  their  boars  along  the  quay  at  New  Orleans;  and  that  the  said  1 
ordci-  of  the  intendant  was  an  arbitrary  act,  duly  disapproved  of  by  ! 
bis  catholic  majesty,  and  for  which  he  directed  his  minister  to  give  j 
suitable  satisfaction  to  the  United  States,  in  his  royal  name.  The! 
United  Stales  having  received  it,  this  affair  ought  from  that  time  to  j 

considered  as  terminated.  i 

On  the  other  hand,  you  cannot  but  admit,  that  his  catholic  ma- . 
jijsty  was  not  bound  to  continue  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  after 
the  termination  of  the  precise  period  stipulated  by  the  treaty  olT795  j 
by  w liich  bis  catholic  majesty  only  agreed  to  designate  another  spot  j 
for  the  said  depo-ite  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  As  this  new  | 
spot  was  to  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  theUiiitedStates,it  was  for  them  I 
to  point  out  and  ask  for  it.  The  suspension,  ordered  by  theinten-i 
dant,  although  higlily  disapproved  by  the  Spanish  government,  was  1 
in  consequence  of  the  scandalous  contraband  and  abuses  by  which,  ■ 
tinder  cover  of  the  deposite,  enormous  frauds  were  committed  on  the  j 
royal  revenue.  By  the  treaty  no  jjrovision  was  made  for  this  case,  | 
Tior  was  there  any  stipulation  relative  to  the  time  which  waste  in-j 
tervene  during  the  removal  of  the  deposite  from  New  Orleans  to  an- ! 
other  spot  on  tlie  bar.k  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  the  intermediate  pe-| 
riod  between  tlie  suspension  of  the  said  deposite,  and  the  assigning  i 
ynother  situation  for  it.  i 

Vhe  government  of  Spain  w'as,  therefore,  not  bound  to  become  ; 
tinswerable  for  the  losses  and  injuries  eventually  sustained  by  the; 
slio.'i  interruption  of  the  deposite,  since  such  obligations  could  only  | 
grow  out  of  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  which  does  not  contain  a j 
single  w ord  that  has  the  most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  obligation  | 
or  i-ngagement  on  the  part  of  his  catholic  majesty.  [ 

Notwithstanding  tlsese  reasons,  and  various  others  which  I 
C.oiild  addnce.to  prove  that  the  government  of  Spain  cannot  be  bound 
to  make  satisfaction  for  t;\e  aforesaid  losses  and  damages,  his  catho- 
Hc  majesty  is  disposed  to  yield  to  the  reclamation  of  the  United 
Slates' on  this  point,  provided  they  still  insist  on  it,  and  to  submit  it, 
wi  h the  others  spok'iii  of,  to  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the 
joint  commission.  There  will,  therefore,  be  no  difficulty,  in  also  in 
eluding  this  point,  as  ffu  os  it  relates  to  in  juries  really  caused  by  ihe 
order  of  the  intendant  ofNew  Orleans,  in  the  convention  to  be  for- 
med and  signed,  if  refjinred  by  you;  it  being  his  catholic  majesty’s 
desire  to  give  continued  proofs  to  the  United  States  of  liis  frankness, 
good  faith, and  condescension.  I now  proceed  to  the  claim  for  los- 
ses and  injuries  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
French  cimizers  anti  tribunals,  in  the  capture  of  American  vessels  on 
the  coasts  of  Spain,  tind  tJicir  condemnation  in  Spanish  ports,  form- 
?ng  the  object  of  the  second  pint  of  this  question,  or  that  embracing 
the  points  of  the  second  class,  in  the  o:  der  of  the  enumeration  I have 
adojifed. 

Tliis  part  of  the  question  was  discussed  in  a very  luminous  man- 
ner.iti  the  notes  addressed  by  his  catholic  majesty’s  government  to 
the  American  ministers  on  tlie  10th  February  and  5th  March.  1805; 
and  you  are  aware,  that  no  reply  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  weakening  in  the  feast  the  for.e  of  the  principles  and  the 
trutii  of  the  facts  on  which  (ho  opposition  of  his  catholic  majesty  to 
a responsibility  for  those  damages  and  injuries  was  grou  ided.  You 
will  agree  with  me.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  deciding,  by  a 
general  rule  the  extent  of  the  responsibility  of  a natioti.  on  whose 
oo.astsand  ports  agressions  have  been  committed  by  another  against 
u thy  d party,  as  it  depetids  in  a great  degree  on  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  the  particular  stipulations  binding  on  nations. 

By  the  tre-'ty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  the  obliga- 
tion of  Spain  is  reduced  to  exercise  its  good  offices  with  the  offend- 
ing party,  and  to  aid  the  clauns  of  the  party  aggrieved.  “Kach 
jnsriy  shiili  endeavor, (says  the  treatv)  by  all  means  in  their  power,  to 
protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  other  effects  belong  ng  to  the  cit- 
izens r subjects  of  the  other,  which  shall  be  within  the  extent  of 
.their  jui  isjliciion.by  sea  or  by  land,  and  shall  use  all  'heir  efforts  to 
'recover  and  cuu.se  lo  be  restored  to  the  riglu  ovuiers,  t!i^r  vessels 
and  effects,  wliioh  may  hare  bscn  token  frorp  them  tvitWn  the  ex- 


tent of  their  said  inristliction,  whether  they  are  at  war  or  not  with, 
the  power  whose  subjects  have  taken  possession  of  tite  said  effects*” 

Oji  the  part  of  Spain  this  lias  been  done;  and  if  her  efforts  have 
not  produced  the  desired  effect,  the  fault  does  not  mst  with  her. 
Besides,  the  injuries  done  by  French  privateers  on  the  coasts  and  in 
the  ports  of  Spain,  to  American  citizens,  have  a particular  charac- 
ter, which  relieves  the  government  of  Spain  from  all  obligation  to 
indemnify  tliem  for  those  losses,  even  although  such  obligation  had 
existed.  The  United  States  were  not  at  war  with  France,  conse- 
quently their  recourse,  as  the  aggrieved  party,  was  always  open  to 
the  government  and  tribunals  of  the  aggiessor.  Spain  was  then  in 
alliance  with  France,  and  both  were  at  war  with  Great  Briiaiii. 
She,  therefore,  could  not  prevent  the  pi  ivateers  of  her  ally  from  en- 
tering her  ports,  as  they  were  not  fitted  out  against  the  .Americans, 
but  against  the  English.  _ If  these  privateers,  after  going  on  theu* 
cruise,  committed  aggressions  on  American  vessels,  on  pretence  of 
considering  them  or  their  cargoes  as  English,  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent  it.  The  injuries  were  al- 
ready done  before  it  xvas  apprised  of  them.  Neither  was  it  in  the 
Spanish  ports  where  the  injury  was  comjdeted.  but  in  France,  by 
the  tribunals  of  cassation,  to  wliich  the  Americans  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  French  consuls  residing  in  the  pom  of  Spain, 
It  was  unquestionably  in  Fiance  that  the  offence  and  injury  origi- 
nated, and  ini  France  were  they  consummated.  How  then  can  in* 
demnificaiion  be  claimed  of  Spain  for  such  injuties.  and  not  of 
France  who  was  the  cause  of  them,  and  the  power,  enabled  to  com- 
pel the  aggressors  to  make  due  sarisfaction,  as  they  were  her  sub- 
jects and  had  given  the  requisite  bonds  in  her  courts  for  their  good 
conduct  in  their  cruizes?  A'ou  cannot  but  be  sensible,  sir,  that  ac- 
cording to  every  principle  of  reason  and  justice,  it  would  evidently 
and  unquestionably  be  monstrous  to  claim  these  indemnifications  of 
Spain;  as  the  power  existed  then,  and  still  does  exist,  which  caused 
the  injuries  hei e treated  of.  , . 

I w'ould  go  still  further  to  show,  that  by  no  established  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations  can  Spain  be  considered  responsible  for  such 
indemnifications,  not  even  indirectly  in  case  France  should  refuse 
to  make  them.  I won kl  cite,  among  others,  the  case  in  which  Sir 
W.  Scott,  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiraltv  of  Great  Britain,  de^ 
cided,  that  prizes  made  by  a belligerent,  and  carried  into  the  po  ts 
of  a power,  its  ally,  and  there  condemned,  are  justly  and  lawfully 
condemned,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  tlie  owners  of 
the  property, prior  to  its  condemnation,  have  no  longer  a claim  to 
it  after  condemnation  has  taken  place.  From  this  and  other  deci- 
sions, it  follows,  that  the  govei'mnent,  to  whose  subjects  the  proper- 
ty condemned  belongerl,  has  no  ground  to  bring  forward  complaints 
or  claims  ag*ainst  Ihe  government  of  ihe  coiiHtry  where  the  prizes 
were  made,  because  the  condemnation  is  conformable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  the  sentence  pronouncing  it  is  valid,  and  the  authority  con- 
demning the  property  legal,  and  proceeded  according  to  rule.  This 
doctrine  is  well  known  and  acknowledged  in  the  United  States  as 
also  the  principle,  that  when  a nation  has  employed  its  good  officesj, 
and  taken  such  means  as  are  in  it.s  })ower  to  procure  satisfaction  foe 
the  offence,  and  obtain  compensation  for  the  in  juries  commi  tted  on 
its  coasts,  and  in  its  ports,  ow  a friendly  or  neutral  nation,  it  is  bound 
to  nothing  move,  although  its  good  offices  and  endeavours  may  no* 
have  prodiictd  the  desired  effect.  This  principle  was  applied 
Mr.  Jeffm  son.  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  September,  1793,  to  Mi  j, 
George  Hammond.  It  is  also  admitted  by  the  best  civilians,  and 
agrees  perfectly  w'ith  the  obligations  of  Spain  towards  the  United 
Slates,  resulting  fn.m  the  existing  treaty  batv/t  eii  the  two  nations. 
1 mean,  however,  in  case  Spain  bad  not  been  the  aily  of  France  at 
that  period,  because,  even  in  that  case,  th;!  principle  I have  just  in- 
dicated would  govern;  but  being  then  the  ally  of  iri*^nce  in  the  war 
against  Great  Britain,  she  might  certainly  employ,  among  the  ex- 
ceptions exempting  her  from  all  responsibility  in  tfie  case  here  treat- 
ed of  the  principle  which  served  as  the  ground  of  Sir  W.  Scott’s  de- 
cision in  the  British  admiralty  court;  but  Ido  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary farther  to  illustrate  these  legal  objections  of  the  gox’ernmeirt 
of  Spain  against  the  claim  of  your  government  fol*  the  aforesaid  in- 
juries, inasmuch  as  this  capital  exception  attends  it.  namely,  that  sa  - 
tisfactioii  for  those  injuries  was  already  made  to  the  United  States 
by  France,  and  consequently  tliis  affair  is,  and  ought  to  be  consider- 
ed as  settled  and  terminated.  This  essential  exception  makes  it  su- 
perfluous to  produce  others,  since  the  obligation  spoken  of,  jvhich 
was  and  could  only  be  but  one,  is  thereby  evinced  to  have  been  ex- 
tinguished. The  French  government  lias  positively  declared,  that 
• in  the  special  convention  concluded  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  this  point  was  settled;  and  that  the  said  convention,  by 
which  this  claim  and  demand  of  the  United  States,  for  due  compen- 
sation for  tlie  losses  and  damages  now  spoken  of,  were  attended  to 
and  redeemed,  was  ratified  in  1802,  together  with  the  treaty  of  ces«' 
sion  or  sale  of  Louisiana.”  That  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  of  the 
said  inj uri' s and  losses  was  then  estimated  and  compensated  in  the 
pricestipulated  for  Louisiana;  so  that  full  compensation  was  then 
made  to  the  Unit'  d States  for  all  that  was  estimated  and  agreed  on 
between  the  French  and  American  governments,  as  forming  the  va- 
lue of  the  said  losses  and  injuries.  The  French  ambassado*  at  Mad- 
rid. gave  a verbal  assurance  to  this  effect  to  his  catholic  majesty’s 
minister  of  state,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France  ga\*e 
h similar  assurance  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris.  His  catho- 
lie  majesty  also  demanded  a formal  and  categorical  answer  of  the 
Frencli  government  on  this  point,  which  formal  declaration  I here 
Cl  py:  it  is  thus  expressed,  in  the  note  transmitted  by  the  minister 
of  France  to  the  ambassador  of  Ins  catholic  ma  jesty. 

“Bourbon  L’Archambauit,  8th  Therniidor,  12th  year.  (27th  July, 
1804.)  Monsieur  I’Ambassadeur,  I have  duly  laid  before  his  impaffai 
ma  jesty  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me,  da- 
ted the  24th  July,  relative  to  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place 
between  the  court  of  Spain  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  I shall  not  fail  immediately  to  subjnit  to  him  the  more  am- 
ple pxplanations  which  your  excellency  announces  your  intentions  of 
making  to  rat?,  both  verbaily  and  in  writiug,  on  thi$  dispute, 
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seems  to  threaten  the  good  understanding  existing  between  the  Uni*  i reduced;  and  his  catholic  majesty’s  goveminent  offers  immediately 
ted  States  and  your  court.  Although  I might  yet  defer  giving  my  to  sustain  all  the  just  pretensions  which  the  government  of  the  Unj 


opinion  to  your  excellency,  in  consequence  of  your  intention  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  explanatory  statements  which  you  announce,  I do 
not  hesitate  to  inform  you  by  anticipation,  that  his  imperial  majesty 
cannot  but  be  extremely  sensible  to  the  uncertain  and  uneasy  posi- 
tion in  which  two  powers,  in  amity  with  France,  are  placed  by  this 
misunderstanding,  and  that  he  will  certainly  do  whatever  may  de- 
pend on  him  to  prevent  its  coming  to  an  unfortunate  issue. 

“It  is  several  months  since  I was  informed  by  the  charge  d’af- 
faires near  the  federal  government,  of  the  pretensions  of  that  gov- 
ernment, relative  to  a portion  of  country  bordering  on  Florida, 
which  has  become  a great  object  of  ambition  to  the  Americans,  in 
relation  to  the  estabhsliment  of  their  revenue  system:  and  it  seemed 
to  me,  from  this  information,  that  it  was  important  that  the  federal 
government  should  use  all  the  means  in  its  power  to  obtain  the  an- 
nexation of  this  frontier  portion  of  Florida  to  Louisiana;  but  the  opi- 
nion  due  to  the  justice  and  moderation  which  distinguish  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  has  not,  nor 
does  it  yet,  permit  me  to  think  that  menaces,  provocation  and 
groundless  hostility  may  be  considered  by  him  as  the  most  suitable 
means  to  enable  the  United  States  to  acquire  a portion  of  territory 
belonging  to  a foreign  power,  which  suits  their  convenience. 

“Respecting  the  second  point  in  dispute,  which  your  excellency 
does  me  the  honour  to  speak  of  in  your  note,  I must  say  that  I had 
previously  no  knowledge  of  it.  And,  indeed.  If  I had  been  inform- 
ed that  his  catholic  majesty’s  ministers  had  carried  their  condescen- 
sion for  the  government  of  the  United  States  so  far  as  to  engage 
themselves  towards  it  for  indemnifying  violations  pretended  to  have 
been  committed  by  France,  I should  certainly  have  received  orders 
from  my  government  to  express  the  dissatisfaction  which  France 
must  feel  on  the  occasion  of  so  unseemlya  defereno;  and  this  dis- 
satisfaction would  have  been  expressed  still  more  warmly  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  than  to  that  of  Spain.  There  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  court  of  Spain,  by  thus  yielding  to  an 
itnproper  demand,  has  emboldened  the  American  government,  aiid 
determined  it  to  become  pressing,  and  oven  menacing  on  this  occa- 
sion. As  for  the  rest,  the  explanations  formerly  given  to  j^our  court 
on  this  point,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been  authorized  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  by  the  charge  d’affaires 
of  his  imperial  majesty,  must  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  opinion 
formed  by  his  majesty  on  this  question,  which  having  already  been 
the  subject  of  a long  negociation  and  of  a formal  convention  be- 
tween Fi  ance  and  the  United  States,  cannot  again  become  a subject 
of  discussion.” 

“Such,  Monsieur  I’Ambassadeur,  are  the  remarks  that  I have 
thought  proper  to  make  in  the  first  instance,  in  answer  to  the  pre- 
liminary note  of  yoUr  excellency.  In  addition,  I must  observe, that 
in  my  opinion,  the  demonstrations  which  appear  to  me  to  have  giv- 
en your  government  the  uneasiness  it  has  charged  you  to  express, 
are  somewhat  exaggerated,  either  from  the  impression  tlxey  have 
produced  at  Madrid,  or  from  the  construction,  possibly  too  ei^tensive, 
xvhich  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  llis  catholic  majesty,  ma) 
have,  perhaps,  given  to  his  instructions.  There  is  no  room  to  sup- 
pose that  a government,  anxious  as  that  of  the  United  States  is,  to 
establish  a general  opinion  of  its  wisdom  and  moderation,  would  re- 
solve on  engaging  in  an  unjust  war  through  motives  of  ambition; 
but  as  the  United  States  attach  great  importance  to  the  acquisition 
of  a part  of  Florida  suited  to  their  convenience,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed tliat  they  will  make  every  effort  to  obtain  it.  The  ground  of  this 
dispute,  therefore,  rests  entirely  on  this  point.  Perhaps  the  federal 
government  may  have  thought  that  it  would  tend  to  promote  a ne- 
gociation for  exchange,  by  exciting  a diplomatic  quarrel.  The  wis 
domofhis  catholic  majesty  will  certainly  suggest  to  him  what  is 
proper  to  be  done  on  this  occasion,  with  a view  to  terminate  a dis- 
pute, which,  I have  no  doubt,  will  incessantly  be  revived,  so  long  as 
no  change  will  take  place  in  the  actual  relative  position  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Floridas;  but,  on  this  point,  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  his  cath- 
olic majesty  to  decide.  The  United  States  are  not  founded  in  mak- 
ing any  claim  on  his  majesty.  A positive  declaration  was  made  to 
them,  that  Louisiana  was  delivered  to  them,  such,  and  with  the 
same  extent  it  had  when  acquired  by  France,  and  this  ileclaration 
will  again  be  made  to  them  as  often  and  as  positively  as  his  catholic 
majesty  will  desire  it. 

‘T  request  your  excellency  to  receive  the  assurances  of  my  high- 
est consideration.  Cha.  Mau.  Talleyrand.  To  Admiral  I’raviha, 
ambassador  of  his  catholic  majesty.” 

You  see,  sir,  that  this  declaration  of  the  French  government  is 
conclusive,  and  that  the  responsibility  for  losses  and  injuries  caused 
by  French  cruizers  and  tribunals  on  the  coasts  and  iri  the  ports  of 
Spain,  is  removed  from  the  period  of  that  agreement:  and  that  to 
renew  a claim  for  what  has  been  - alre:idy  )>aidand  satisfied,  would 
be  exacting  double  l eparation  for  one  and  the  same  injury,  and  dou- 
ble payment  for  one  and  the  same  debt.  Notwithstanding,  if  the 
Jmted  States  have  still  a claim  for  the  complete  fulfilment  of  this 
satisfaetiou  and  payment,  his  catholic  majesty  is  ready  to  unite  his 
good  office.?  and  earnest  requests  to  this  claim  of  your  governraep.i 
on  that  of  France,  in  order  that  she  may  perform,  and  cause  to  be 
iierformt  d,  whatever  may  be  justly  'equired  in  behalf  of  American 
citizens  who  have  sustained  losses  and  injuries  by  her  cruizers  and 
tnbunals.  To  this  the  obligation  of  Spairi,  In  the  present  case,  is 


ted  States  may  be  desirous  to  form  against  the  government  of  France 
on  this  point,  or  to  demand  of  it  all  such  explanations  as  may  be 
judged  necessary  to  ch  ar  up  all  doubts,  if  any  are  yet  entertained 
by  the  United  States,  on  this  matter. 

This  point  then  being  separated  from  those  GonDected  with  the 
question  of  claims  for  injuries,  losses,  and  damages,  because  that  is 
already  settled  between  fiance  and  the  United  States,  or'  is  to  be 
settled  with  Fiance  directly,  if  any  thing  still  remains  to  be  perform- 
ed, vve  can  agree  upon  a just  aud  suitable  mode  of  determining  a 
reciprocal  satisfaction  for  the  injuries,  losses  and  damages,  before 
spolten  of,  and  included  in  the  ihree  points  of  the  first  class,  as  emi- 
inerated  in  this  note,  in  order  that  we  may  proceed  more  clearly  and 
methodically.  These  thrfce  points,  as  I have  before  said,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  joint  commission,  in  vir- 
tue of  the  convention  to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  that  of  1802,  sim- 
plifying and  rectifying  it  in  such  manner  as  will  ensure  its  most  ex- 
peditious and  faithful  execution. 

In  this  note  and  th^  two  otiiers  which  I have  jalready  had  the  ho- 
nor to  address  to  you,  are  contained  all  the  points  in  dispute  between 
the  government  of  his  catholic  majesty  and  that  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  avoid  confounding  them  with  each  other,  I have  treat- 
ed them  in  their  regular  order,  with  precision,  simplicity, and  clear- 
ness, You  can  examine  each  of  tliem,  sir,  with  the  impartiality  and 
rectitude  which  distinguish  your  character;  and  I fiatter  myself  that 
all  the  motives  anri  grounds  of  the  controversy  will  lie  completely 
removed  by  your  discernment  and  wisdom,  as  you  will  not  fail  to 
acknowledge  the  irresistible  force  of  what  has  been,  and  is  now  de- 
monstrated on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Spain. 

When  the  different  points  treated  of  in  each  of  these  notes,  with 
the  necessary  discriininatioii,  are  considered,  and  a decision  formed 
on  each  of  them,  it  is  requisite  that  we  should  definitively  settle  and 
terminate  the  controversy,  without  leaving  any  room  for  dispute  in 
future. 

»This  general  and  definitive  arrangement  of  all  the  points  in  dis- 
pute,  must,  by  its  nature  and  circumstiinces,  precede  the  negocia- 
tion for  tlje  exchange  or  cession  of  the  Iloridas,  since  until  it  be  de- 
termined and  settled  what  are  the  territories  on  the  frontier  which 
belong  to  Spain,  and  what  are  those  which  belong  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  equivalent  to  be  given  to 
Spain  for  the  two  Floridas.  Nevertheless,  as  it  is  the  -aniest  desire 
of  his  catholic  majesty  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  in 
every  thing  that  may  be  compatible  with  the  rights  and  honour  of 
his  royal  crown,  you* may,  sir,  devise  and  propose  a mode  by  which 
we  may  at  one  and  the  same  time  adjust  all  the  points  of  the  con- 
troversy, and  stipulate  the  exchange  or  cession  of  the  Floridas,  in 
case  your  goveminent  should  not  agree  to  our  previously  settling 
the  points  connected  with  the  question  of  boundaries,  and  establish- 
ing a convention,  in  conformity  to  the  basis  of  that  of  1802,  for  the 
mutual  compensation  of  losses  and  injuries,  according  to  the  order 
I have  adopted  in  my  note. 

I expect,  therefore,  your  answer,  sir,  whether  it  be  confined  dis- 
tinctly to  the  subject  of  each  one  of  my  notes,  accoixling  to  their 
respective  order,  or  to  propose  a mode  embracing  all  the  points  com- 
prehended ill  them,  by  which  we  may  have  them  collectively  settled 
in  the  nfegociation  which  is  to  be  entered  upon  for  the  exc^nge  or 
Cfcssiofiipf  the  Floridas.  In  this  proceetling  you  will  perceive,  sii-j 
a cerfain'  proof  of  the  frankness  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
em^irient,  and  of  the  sincere  and  friendly  sentiments  entertained  by 
the  king,  my  master,  lor  the  United  States. 

I conclude,  with  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  respects,  and  I 
pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUIS  DE  ONIS, 

JVashiii^ton,  Sth  January,  1818. 

NO.  8. 

(Translation.) 

The  same  to  the  sayne, 

SIR— In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  i 
have  seen  published  the  official  notice  of  the  occupation  of  Amelia 
Island  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  I had  already  anticipated 
this  unplea-sant  event,  by  the  note  which  1 had  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  6lh  of  last  month,  in  which  I remonstrated  in  the 
name  of  his  catholic  majesty,  agaitist  the  meastn  es  announced  in 
that  part  of  the  President’s  message  to  both  .Houses  of  Congress, 
whicli  manifested  an  intention  to  invade,  and  forcibly  seize  on  pla- 
ces and  territories,  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  Having  re- 
ceived no  ajiswer  to  that  note,  I now  feel  myself  obliged  to  repeat 
its  contents  to  you,  and  to  protest,  as  I now  do  strongly  protest,  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  ray  master,  against  the  occupaiion  of  Amelia 
Island,  effected  by  the  naval  and  military  forces  of  this  Republic, 
destined  to  operate  against  that  Island,  forming  a part  of  East  Flo- 
rida, one  of  the  possessions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy , on  tliis  conti- 
nent. 

Whatever  may  have  lieen  the  motives  on  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  have  founded  their  adoption  of  this  nieasure,  it 
cannot  but  be  considered  by  all  nations,  a.s  a violent  invasion  of  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  at  the  time  of  a profound  peace,  when  his  catlt- 
olic  majesty  oniits  nothing  tii  give  the  most  generous  proofs  of  his 
perfect  friendship,  and  high  consideration  for  the  United  States. 

I thetrefore  trust,  that  upon  yot»r  communicating  this  solemn  re- 
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claination  and  i»rote«t  to  the  President,  he  will  be  pleased  to  direct 
that  suitable  order-  be  given  to  the  American  coiniiianders  at  Ame* 
lia  Island,  and  on  that  station,  Ibrthwith  to  restore  the  said  island,  to* 
pether  with  all  its  dependencies  to  his  catholic  majesty,  and  to  de- 
liver np  the  same  to  the  Spanish  commandant,  and  officers  present- 
ing themselves  for  that  ptirpose,  in  the  name  of  their  sovereign. 

It  is  also  iny  duty  to  represent  to  yon,  sir,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
inva  ion  and  occnpalioi;  of  that  island  by  the  American  troops,  there 
was,  and  I believe  still  is,  a considerable  property  belonging  to  Span- 
ish subjects,  which,  in  all  cases,  it  is  required  by  strict  justice,  should 
he  delivered  to  the  owners,  which  I doubt  not  ha<  already  been,  or 
will  be  done, in  a due  and  proper  manner,  care  being  taken  in  the 
mean  time,  that  it  be  not  remo  ved,  or  sutler  injury.  , 

I await  your  reply  to  this  reclamation  and  protest,  that  I may  be 
enabled  to  give  seasonable  intelligence  and  instructions  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  St-  Augustine,  and  to  the  captain  general  of  the  island  of 
Cuba.pvovided  the  president,  as  I flatter  myself,  will  resolve  on  the 
prompt  restitution  aisd  delivery  of  Amelia  and  its  dependencies,  to 
his  catliolic  majesty’s  government. 

I cannot  by  any  means  doubt  that  this  will  he  effected,  confiding 
as  I do,  in  the  high  rectitude  of  the  president,  and  in  the  inviolable 
priiicipies  of  public  faith,  on  which  the  sectn  ity  of  n.ations  reposes. 

I ba\e  the  honor  to  renew  the  assurances  of  ray  respects,  and  pray 
God  to  iueserve  you  many  years. 

(Sigr.edj  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Washington,  Sth  January,  1818. 

No  . 9. 

, ( The  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis. 

Department  of  State,  Washington.  IfSih  January, 

■ SIR. — Your  lettersof  29tl»  December,aiid  of  5th, and  8t!i  of  the  ine- 
st  nt  month  have  been  received,  and  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
UniU'd  States. 

He  has  seen,  not  without  surprise  and  regret,  that  they  consist  al- 
most  entirely  of  renewed  discussions  upon  the  several  points  of  dif- 
ference which  have  so  long  subsisted  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain;  discussions  which  had  been  exhausted  in  the  oorrespondenee 
between  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  .States,  at  Ma- 
drid, and  your  government,  in  the  years  1802.  and  1803,  and  more 
esnecially  in  that  between  Don  Pedro  Cevailos,  and  the  special, 
extraordinary  mission  of  the  United  States  to  your  court,  in  1805;  a 
niissimii  instituted  by  the  American  government,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  most  earnest  desire  to  terminate  amicably,  and  to  the  sa- 
tisfaeiion  of  both  the  parties,  all  those  differences;  but  wbicli,  after 
five  months  of  negociatiou  at  Aiattjuez.issuedin  the  refusal  of  Spain 
to  give  .satisfaction  to  the  United  States,  upon  any  one  of  the  causes 
of  c.v-npiaint  which  were  to  be  adjusted,  or  even  to  settle  the  ques- 
tio.ts  of  boundaries,  existing  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Spanish  provinces  bordering  upon  them.  TJie  President  considers 
that  it  would  he  an  unprofitable  waste  of  time,  to  enter  agran  at 
large  upon  topics  of  controversy,  which  were  at  that  time  so  thor- 
oughly debated,  and  upon  which  Ive  perceives  nothing  in  your  notes 
which  was  not  then  substantially  urged  by  Don  Pedro  Cevailos,  and 
to  wliich  every  reply  essential  to  elucidate  the  rights,  and  establish 
the  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  was  then  given, 
for  proof  of  which,  I beg  leave  merely  to  refer  you  to  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinckney,  to  Mr.  Cevailos,  of  28th  January, 
26  February,  Sth  and  16th  March,  9th  and  20th  April,  and  12th  May. 
1805.  1 ani  instructed  by  the  President  to  propose  to  you  an  adjust- 
ment of  all  the  differences  between  the  two  countries,  by  an  arrange- 
ment on  the  following  terms: 

1.  Spain  to  cede  alllier  claims  to  territory,  eastw  ai-d  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

2.  The  Colorado,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  from  thence  to 
the  i;;,rtiiern  limits  of  Louisiana,  to  be  the  western  boundary;  or,  to 
leave  that  houndarv  unsettled  for  future  arrangement. 

3.  ['he  claims  ofindemnities  for  spoliations,  whether  Spanish,  or 
French  within  Spanish  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the 
deposit  at  New  Orleans,  to  he  arbitrated  and  settled  by  commission- 
ers, in  the  ihanner  agreed  upon  in  the  unratified  convention  of  1802. 

4.  The  lands  in  East  Florida,  and  to  the  Perdido,  to  be  made  an- 
swerable for  the  amount  of  the  imdemnities  which  may  be  awarded 
bvthe  commissioners,  under  tlds  arbitration:  with  an  option  to  the 
United  States,  to  take  the  lands  and  pay  the  debts,  or  to  sell  the 
lands  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  distributing  the  amount  receiv- 
ed, equally,  according  to  tiie  amount  of  their  respective  liquidated 
chiims  among  thv  claimants.  No  grants  of  land,  subsequent  to  the 
IHh  of  August,  1802,  to  be  valid. 

5.  Spain  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  any 
part  of  them, 

TIu'se  propo.sals  do  not  materially  differ  from  those  made  to  Don 
Pedro  Cevailos,  on  the  12tli  of  May,  1805.  The  president  has  seen 
nothing  in  any  events  winch  have  since  occurred,  nor  in  the  con- 
tents of  your  i.otes,  which  can  afford  a reason  or  a motive  for  de- 
parting from  them.  Of  the  motives  for  coming  to  an  immedi- 
ate arrangement,  the  urgency  cannot  escape  your  attention.  The 
evruts  which  have  recently  oecured  in  a part  of  the  the  territory, 
which  you  have  informed  me  the  king  of  Spain  is  willing  to  cede 
to  the  United  St  tes,  those  wliich  are  notoriously  impending  over 
tlie  remaining  jiart  of  that  territory  yet  in  tlie  possesion  of  Spain, 
make  it  indispensably  necessary  that  the  ultimate  determination 
of  your  government  in  this  negociatiou  sliould  be  acted  on  witli- 
put  delay.  The  explanations  requested  b}  your  notes  of  the  6th 
December,  and  8ih  .lannury,  of  the  motives  of  this  goyernraeut  in 
the  oi.-cnpation of  Amelia  Island,  liav,  lieen  given  in  the  message 
of  the  picsident  to  Congress  of  the  13th  instant,  and  cannot  fail 
of  ing  satisfactory  to  your  government.  You  see  it  there  tfis- 
tim  tly  and  explicitly  declared,  t'nat  the  measures  which  this  go- 
vei  nment  found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  in  relation 
m that  islnivd,  w - re  taken,  not  witii  a view  to  conquest  from 
hipain.  Ah)u  well  know  that  if  Spain  could  have  kept,  or  recover- 
ed the  possession  of  it  from  the  trifling  force  by  which  it  \vas  oc 


copied,  the  American  govenment  would  have  been  spared  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure  which  was  taken,  and  which  was  dictated  1 
by  the  duty  of  protecting  the  interest,  as  well  of  this  country  as  of 
those  with  whom  we  are  in  friendly  commercial  relations,  includ- 
ing Spain  herself.  But  Spain  cannot  expect  that  the  United  States 
should  employ  their  \forces  for  the  defence  of  her  territories,  or  tu 
rescue  them  for  her  exclusive  advantage,  from  the  adventurers 
who  are  projecting,  and  in  the  act  of executing,  expeditions  against 
them,  from  territories  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Unitf'd  States. 
Neither  can  the  United  States  permit  that  the  adjoining  territo- 
ries ot  Spain  should  be  misused  by  others,  for  purposes  of  annoyance  I 
to  them,  : 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  president  is  persuaded  that  you 
will  perceive  the  necessity,  either  of  accepting  the  proposals  herein 
contained,  as  the  basis  of  an  adjustment  of  the  long  standing  differ- 
ences betweenthe  United  States  and  Spain,  or  of  offering  such  as. 
can,  by  any  possibility,  be  acceptable  to  this  government  without 
reverting  to  a course  of  proceeding,  the  only  result  of  which  must 
be  further  procrastination. 

I pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed)  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

No.  10. 

(Translation.) 

The  chevalier  don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of 
slate. 

Sill — I have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  of 
this  month,  by  ivhicb  I see  with  great  regret,  that 
i I acknowledging  the  receipt  of  those  I had  the 
ho  lor  to  address  to  you  on  the  29lh  of  last  month, 
and  the  5Ui  and  Sth  of  the  present,  you  omit  to  an- 
swer them,  and  decline  taking  into  consideration 
the  indisputable  facts  and  grounds,  and  the  irresis- 
tible arguments  advanced  in  them,  in  relation  to 
each  of  the  points  embraced  by  the  dispute  set  on 
foot  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  You 
say  it  is  useless  again  to  discuss  the  facts,  reasons 
and  arguments  produced  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment in  the  years  1802  and  1803,  and  in  1805,  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  and  the  special  extra- 
ordinary mission,  conjointly  with  him,  having  then 
replied  to  the  different  points  of  the  notes  of  the 
Spanish  ministry,  in  a manner  capable  of  elucidat- 
ing the  respective  rights  of  each  of  the  two  powers, 
and  of  establishing  the  pretensions  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  for  proof  of  which  you 
refer  me  to  the  letters  ofMessrs.  Monroe  and  Pinck- 
ney, to  liis  catholic  majesty’s  minister,  don  Pedro 
Gtvallos,  of  the  28th  of  January,  26th  February,  8'.h 
and  16th  March,  9th  and  20th  April,  and  12th  May, 
1805. 

I think  it  proper  to  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  although  the  facts,  grounds  and  arguments, 
then  produced  by  the  Spanish  government,  do  not 
differ  essentially  from  those  stated  in  my  notes, 
their  irresistible  and  conclusive  force  is  neither  a!-' 
l ered  nor  in  any  manner  impaired.  Truth  is  of  all 
times;  and  reason  and  justice  are  founded  on  im- 
mutable principles.  It  is  on  tfiese  principles  that 
the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Spain  are  founded  to 
the  territories  eastward  and  westward  of  Louisiana, 
claimed  by  your  government  as  making  part  of  that 
province;  rights  of  immemorial  properly  and  pos- 
sessions, never  disputed,  but  always  notorious  and 
acknowledged  by  other  nations. 

In  the  second  place  I must  remark  to  you,  that 
throughout  the  whole  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject, between  tlie  ministry  of  the  United  States  and 
iliat  of  bis  catholic  majesty,  there  is  not  a single^ 
fact,  or  a single  argument,  that  can  affect  the  eer- 
tainty,  or  decisive  force  of  the  facts,  grounds  and 
reasons,  whicli  support  and  determine  the  aforesaid 
rights  of  the  crown  of  Spain.  There  doesnot  appear 
to  be  a single  incident  to  give  the  smallest  sup- 
port to  the  pretentions  of  your  government.  All 
the  vague  positions  on  vvliich  it  has  been  attempted 
to  found  them,  have  been  refuted  and  dissipated  by 
the  Spanish  government  by  a demonstration  so  lu-  I 
mlnio^is  and  convincing,  us  to  leave  no  alternative  to  , 
reason  to  resist  it. 
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To  lay  all  this  a side,  and  merely  to  say,  “that  it 
is  a matter  already  thoroughly  debated,  on  which 
nothing  further  essential  can  be  urged,  and  that  the 
American  government  insists  on  maintaining  a con 
trary  opinion,”  is  to  adopt  an  arbitrary  cause,  be- 
cause, this  opinion  not  being  supported  by  any  so- 
lid foundation,  and  being,  as  it  is,  diametrically  op 
posite  to  the  unquestionable  result  of  facts,  and  to 
the  incontestible  principles  and  arguments,  does 
not,  nor  can  it  give  to  the  United  States  any  right 
to  the  pretensions  they  have  formed.  Neither  can 
it  be  required,  that  the  government  of  Spain  should 
subscribe  to  this  opinion,  and  renounce  its  rights 
to  the  territory  which  the  United  States  wish  to 
possess  in  the  Spanish  provinces  bordering  on 
those  states,  since  that  opinion,  as  I have  already 
said,  is  altogether  groundless  and  arbitrary,  and 
since,  on  tliose  rights,  their  neither  does  nor  can 
there  fall  any  doubt. 

It  is  the  sincere  wish  of  his  catholic  majesty,  that 
a just  mode  of  amicably  settling  all  pending  differ- 
ences maybe  adopted,  and  he  has  authorized  me, 
for  this  purpose;  but  neither  the  powers  he  has  con- 
ferred on  me,  nor  my  own  sense  of  duty,  permit  me 
to  enter  into  an  arrangement  which  is  not  based 
upon  the  principles  of  common  justice,  combined  in 
good  faith  with  the  suitable  considerations  of  recip- 
rocal utility  or  convenience.  Being  anxiously  de- 
sirous of  carrying  the  wishes  and  frank  dispositions 
of  my  sovereign  into  execution,  I suggested  to  you 
in  ourlastverbalconference,  the  expediency  of  your 
making  to  me  such  proposals  as  you  might  think 
fit,  to  reconcile  the  rights  and  interests  of  both 
pov  ers,  by  a definitive  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ences pending  between  them.  Since  you  commu- 
nicated the  present  state  of  things  to  the  president 
you  have  proposed  to  me  in  your  note  a plan  of  ar- 
rangement or  adjustment,  embracing  the  question 
of  boundaries,  and  that  of  indemnities,  which  is  as 
follows: 

To  settle  the  former,  you  propose  “that  Spain 
shall  cede  all  her  claims  to  territory  eastward  of 
the  Mississippi,  (that  is  to  say,  the  two  Floridas;) 
and  that  the  Colorado,  from  its  mouth  to  its 
source,  and  from  thence  to  the  northern  limits  of 
Louisiana,  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of  that 
province.” 

I have  expressed  in  one  proposal  what  you  have 
stated  in  two,  as  both  are  reduced  to  the  cession 
of  territory  by  Spain.  It  is  not  only  pretended  that 
-Spain  shall  cede  both  Floridas  to  the  United  States, 
but  that  she  shall  likewise  cede  to  them,  the  vast 
extent  of  Spanish  territory  comprehended  within 
the  line  following  the  whole  course  of  tlie  Colora- 
do. I presume  that  it  is  the  river  Colorado  of  Na- 
chitoches  you  speak  of,  and  not  of  another  bearing 
the  same  name  and  which  is  still  farther  witliin  the 
limits  of  the  Spanish  provinces.  I leave  it  to  you, 
sir,  to  examine  the  import  of  tliese  two  proposals, 
and  to  see  whether  they  are  compatible  with  the 
principles  of  justice,  or  with  those  of  reciprocal 
utility  or  convenience.  It  is  demanded  of  Spain 
to  cede  provinces  and  territories  of  the  highest 
importance,  not  only  to  the  eastward,  but  to  the 
westward  of  Louisiana  and  tliat  without  proposing 
any  equivalent  or  compensation. 

To  settle  the  question  of  indemnities,  yoq  make 
the  following  proposals: 

1.  That  indemnity  for  spoliations  on  American 
citizens,  committed  by  Spaniard.^  or  by  French 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain;  as  well  as  for  inju- 
ries sustained  by  American  citizens  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  shall  be 


settled  by  a joint  commission,  as  agreed  upon  in  the 
convention  of  1802. 

2.  The  lands  in  East  Florida  and  in  West  Flori- 
da, to  the  Perdido,  to  be  made  answerable  to  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  of  the  indemnities 
which  may  appear  to  be  due  by  Spain  to  American 
citizens, on  thesettlementtobe  made  by  commission- 
ers appointed  according  to  the  convention  of  1802;  it 
being  at  the  option  of  the  United  States  to  take  the 
lands  and  pay  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  ac- 
cording to  the  award  on  the  claims,  or  to  sell  the 
lands  and  effect  the  payment  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales.  To  this  proposal  you  add,  that  all  grants 
of  land  subsequent  to  the  lltli  of  August,  1802, 
are  to  be  null  and  void. 

3.  That  Spain  shall  be  exonerated  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts,  or  any  part  of  them. 

Before  I reply  to  these  three  proposals,  T must 
repeat  the  uniform  declaration  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment to  the  United  States,  that  his  catholic 
majesty  is,  and  always  has  been,  ready  ’o  seMlet'ae 
question  of  indemnities,  with  a view  to  the  full  sa- 
ti.sfaction  of  the  just  claims  of  the  parties  interest- 
ed; and  that  his  majesty  has  always  manifested  the 
same  sincere  desire  to  settle  definitively  the  ques- 
tion of  boundaries  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  pow- 
ers; and  that  if  neither  of  these  objects  has  been 
accomplished,  it  has  not  depended  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain.  The  contrary  is  evident,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  denial,  from  the  official 
correspondence  between  his  catholic  majes-y’s 
minister  of  state,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
American  government,  who  suspended  and  broke 
off  the  negotiation  at  Aranjuez,  after  having  obsti- 
nately refused  to  accept  the  modifications  founded 
on  strict  justice,  which  were  proposed  by  the  Spa- 
nisii  government. 

I now  proceed  to  state  the  most  obvious  and  es- 
sential difficulties  which  render  your  three  propo- 
sals for  the  settlement  of  indemnities  inadmissible. 

I observe  that  in  speaking  of  them,  you  only  men- 
tion the  indemnity  for  spoliations  suffered  by  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  omit  that  which  is  equally  due 
to  Spaniards  for  spoliations  committed  on  them  by 
the  citizens  and  authorities  of  this  republic,  in  vio- 
lalion,_of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty. 
I also  observe  that  you  not  only  omit  this  indispen- 
sable basis  of  reciprocity  and  common  justice,  but 
propose  the  immediate  cession  of  both  the  Floridas, 
which  two  Spanish  provinces  are  to  be  retained  by 
the  United  States,  as  an  indemnity  or  payment  of 
what  may  appear  to  be  due  by  Spain  to  American 
citizens,  according  to  the  arbitration  of  the  joint 
commission. 

You  cannot  fail  to  admit  sir,  that  this  propasal, 
independent  of  its  injustice,  is  offensive  totlie  dig- 
nity and  honor  of  his  catholic  majesty.  It  is  un- 
just, because  it  demands  an  indemnity  or  antici- 
pated payment  of  claims  yet  to  be  proved  and  li- 
quidated, while,  at  tlie  same  tirpe,  it  provides  fur 
no  correspondent  indemnity  or  payment  of  what 
may  be  due  bv  the  United  States  to  Spanish  .sub- 
jects. It  is  offensive  to  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
Spain,  because,  by  the  very  fact  of  demanding  this 
anticipation,  a want  of  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  punctuality  in  his  catholic  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, is  manifested,  wliereas  a single  instance  does 
not  exist  of  Spain  having  failed  in  falfiiting  her  en- 
gagements, the  most  scrupulous  exactness,  good 
faith-and  strict  observance  of  the  point  of  honor 
having  at  all  times  invariably  formed  the  cllstin- 
guisfiing  traits  of  lier  cliaracter.  It,  therefore,. be- 
comes unnecessary  to  point  out  to  you  the  enormous 
disproportion  between  the  value  of  tlTe  'wo  Flori- 
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das,  and  that  of  the  probable  amount  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  on  the  government  of  Spain,  af- 
ter they  are  ascertained  and  liquidated.  This  dis- 
proportion will  be  still  more  enormous,  when  you 
consider  that,  in  the  first  of  the  three  proposals,  to 
which  I am  now  replying,  is  included  the  indemnity 
for  spoliations  on  citizens  of  this  republic  by 
French  cruizers  and  consuls  on  the  coasts  and  in 
the  ports  of  Spain,  and  by  the  tribunals  of  cassation 
in  France,  confirming  the  condemnation  of  Ameri- 
can prizes. 

It  has  been  proved  to  mathematical  demon- 
stration, that  Spain  neither  is  nor  can  be  respon- 
sible in  any  way  for  this  indemnity.  It  is  France 
which  must  be  responsible,  if  she  has  not  already 
satisfied  the  claim,  as  her  government  assures  she 
has  done. 

NTor  can  I omit  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the 
pretension  of  annulling  the  grants  of  lands  in  Flo- 
rida, since  August,  1802,  would  be  in  opposition  to 
all  the  principles  of  justice.  These  grants  are 
made  in  a lawful  manner,  and  by  a lawful  authority 
Spain  was  the  owner  and  peaceful  possessor  of 
those  lands.  She  had  then  an  indisputable  right 
to  make  the  grants  you  allude  to,  as  she  now  has 
to  the  property  of  the  territory  afterwards  forcibly 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States,  since  a 
violent  dispossession  never  deprives  an  individual 
or  nation  of  their  lawful  rights.  I proceed  to  your 
last  proposal,  which  is,  that  on  the  admission  of 
those  preceding,  Spain  shall  be  exonerated  from  all 
obligation  to  pay  the  debts  or  claims  which  may 
be  due  to  American  citizens,  on  their  settlement 
and  liquidation  by  the  joint  commission.  I con- 
ceive this  to  be  the  import  of  the  expressions,  stat- 
ing that  “Spain  shall  be  exonerated  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  or  any  part  of  them.”  This  pro- 
position is  a corolory  of  the  two  preceding  it, 
since  if  Spain  should  cede  the  two  Floridas  to  the 
United  States  as  an  indemnity  or  compensation  for 
the  losses  and  injuries  done  to  the  citizens  of  this 
republic,  she  would  necessarily  be  exonerated  from 
this  responsibility  the  cession  being  in  such  case, 
equivalent  to  a final  discharge  of  the  claims  refer- 
ed  to.  I go  further.  Supposingyour  two  last  propo- 
sals for  the  definitive  adjustment  of  the  question  of 
indemnities  to  be  admitted  and  carried  into  effect, 
one  preceding,  namely,  that  which  refers  this  busi- 
ness to  the  award  of  commissioners,  to  be  appoint- 
ed  by  both  governments,  agreeable  to  the  conven- 
tion of  1802,  would  be  useless  and  contradictory. 
As  none  of  the  proposals  offered  by  you,  provide 
any  indemnity  for  the  losses  and  injuries  caused  to 
Spaniards,  or  even  makes  any  mention  of  them; 
and  as  by  the  two  last  proposals,  if  admitted,  the 
losses  and  injuries  sustatained  by  American  citi- 
zejis,  would  be  indemnified  and  compensated,  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  of  your  government,  and 
Spain  would,  consequently,  be  exonerated  from  all 
responsibility  on  this  head,  it  is  clear,  that  the  busi- 
ness would  then  be  settled  and  cancelled,  and  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  recurring  to  arbitration. 

Finally,  I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
great  concern,  at  not  being  able  in  any  degree  to 
reconcile  the  proposals  you  have  made  me  by  order 
of  the  president,  with  the  inviolable  principles  of 
oommon  ju.stice;  and  on  perceiving  that  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  no  basis  is  presented  of  a due 
reciprocity  for  the  adjustment  of  the  differences 
pending,  the  said  proposals  being  altogether  inad- 
missable. 

I repeat  to  you,  sir,  that  tlie  king,  my  master, 
being  desirous  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  United 
Stales  in  respect  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  al- 


though it  is  well  known,  how  highly  important 
those  two  provinces  are  to  cover  and  secure  the 
possessions  of  Spain  in  that  part  of  America,  his 
majesty  is  ready  to  cede  them  provided  he  is  com- 
pensated by  an  equivalent  in  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  and  bordering  on  the  Spanish 
possessions;  and  it  is  under  this  idea,  that  the  pow- 
ers and  instructions  I have  from  my  government, 
are  conceived.  But  you  cannot  fail  to  admit  that 
the  plan  of  adjustment  proposed  involves  exorbitant 
and  enormous  sacrifices  to  the  prejudice  of  Spain, 
since  without  offering  any  equivalent  or  compensa- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  requires 
not  only  the  cession  of  both  the  Floridas,  but  also 
that  of  immense  territories  belonging  to  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy  westward  of  Lousiana;  and,  that  in 
relation  to  the  question  of  reciprocal  indemnities, 
it  only  comprehends  those  respecting  American 
citizens,  omitting  those  due  to  the  crown  and  sub- 
jects of  his  catholic  majesty.  This  plan  of  adjust- 
ment would  amount  to  the  following  one:  “Give 

me  all  I wish  to  ask,  and  give  up  all  you  may  justly 
claim  or  show  is  yours.”  I am,  however,  perfectly 
persuaded,  that  this  neither  is  nor  can  be  your  in- 
tention, or  that  of  your  government;  and  that  in 
making  these  proposals  for  an  adjustment,  your  on- 
ly object  was  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  make 
such  as  you  might  consider  just  and  admissible. 

I shall,  therefore,  point  out  to  you  such  as  I con- 
ceive to  be  founded  in  justice  and  reciprocal  con- 
venience, and  therefore  cannot  fail  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States. 

1.  “The  dividing  line  between  Louisiana  and  the 
Spanish  possessions  to  be  established  in  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  Mississippi,  either  that  of  La 
Fourche,  or  of  the  Achafalaya,  following  the  course 
of  that  river  to  its  source.  Spain  to  cede  the  two 
Floridas  to  the  United  States  in  full  and  complete 
sovereignty.” 

In  case  this  proposal  should  not  appear  admissa- 
hie  to  your  government,  the  following  may  be  sub- 
stituted; “The  uti  fjossidetisy  or  state  of  possession 
in  1763,  to  form  the  basis,  and  the  western  line  of 
division  to  be  established  from  the  sea,  at  a point 
between  the  rivers  Carcasa  and  the  Marmentas  or 
Marmentao,  running  thence  bo  Arroyo  Hondo,  till 
it  crosses  the  Colorado  of  Nachitoches,  between 
that  post  and  Adaes,  thence  northard  to  a point  to 
be  fixed  artd  laid  down  by  commissioners  respec- 
tively appointed  for  the  purpose,” 

2.  His  catholic  majesty,  to  ratify  the  convention 
of  1802,  and  both  govei'nments  to  abide  by  the  de- 
cision of  indemnities,  classing  as  such  those  which 
regard  American  citizens  and  the  crovvn  and  sub- 
jects of  his  catholic  majesty,  for  spoliations  reci- 
procally committed  to  the  period  of  the  said  con- 
vention, and  thereafter  to  the  date  of  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  adjustment  by  the  joint  committee. 
Five  or  seven  members  to  compose  tlie  commission, 
with  this  condition,  that  if  they  are  five,  each  g®- 
vernment  shall  respectively  nominate  a person  for 
the  fifth  member,  to  be  chosen  by  lot,  provided 
they  cannot  agree  on  the  person  to  be  so  chosen; 
the  same  to  take  place  for  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  se- 
venth, if  there  be  seven  members;  but  the  fifth,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh, 
in  the  second,  shall  neither  be  Spaniards  nof  citi- 
zens  of  the  United  States  by  birth  or  naturalization. 
They  shall,  moreover,  be,  by  their  profession  ana 
office,  judges  of  the  number  of  those  subj,ects,  who 
among  maritime  and  commercial  nations,  are  usu- 
ally employed  to  judge  and  decide  on  matters  con- 
nected with  maritime  law  and  the  law  of  nations, 
whether  in  France,  England,  llussia,  Austria,  or 
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the  Netherlands.  In  both  cases,  the  person  so  de- 
signated, to  be  provided  with  a certificate  of  the 
government  of  the  country  he  belongs  to,  proving 
the  opinion  entertained  of  his  integrity  and  capacity, 
his  quality  and  actual  profession  as  a judge  in  the 
matters  referred  to,  and  also  the  assurance,  that 
permission  shall  be  granted  to  him  for  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  commission,  in  case  the  said  per- 
son shall  be  chosen  by  lot. 

With  these  modifications  suggested  by  prudence, 
impartiality,  and  the  most  perfect  rectitude,  and 
excluding,  as  is  just,  the  indemnity  for  the  spolia- 
tions committed  on  the  commerce  of  this  republic, 
by  French  privateers  and  consuls  on  the  coasts  and 
in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  by  the  tribunals  of  cassa- 
tion in  France.  The  convention  of  1802  to  be  rati- 
fied and  carried  into  execution. 

3.  His  catholic  majesty,  to  unite  with  the  United 
States  in  using  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  from 
France  the  correspondent  indemnity  for  the  spolia- 
tions just  mentioned,  in  case  that  question  has  not 
already  been  settled  between  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican governments. 

4.  The  government  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
gage to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  all  hos- 
tile armaments  in  their  ports  and  territory  against 
the  commerce  and  possessions  of  Spain,  either  by 
Americans  or  any  other  power,  or  by  adventurers 
of  any  other  nations,  or  by  the  rebels  of  Spanish 
America;  and  for  their  due  execution,  the  presi- 
dent to  issue  positive  orders  to  all  persons  employ- 
ed by  the  government,  charging  them,  on  their  re- 
sponsibility, to  guard  against  any  infraction  or  vio- 
lation of  them  whatsoever,  extending  the  same  mea- 
sures to  the  preventing  of  any  vessels  employed  in 
cruizing  against  the  Spanish  commerce  or  other- 
wise hostilely  engaged  against  the  government  and 
subjects  of  his  catholic  majesty,  from  arming  in, 
or  entering  armed,  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the 
United  States.  Every  vessel  of  this  description, 
found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  seized  without  remission  and  subjected  to 
the  rigor  of  the  law  by  the  American  officers  and 
authorities;  and  the  vessels  and  property  so  captur- 
ed, belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Spain, 
to  be  laid  under  attachment,  and  definitively  de- 
livered up  to  his  majesty’s  minister,  or  the  nearest 
Spanish  consul,  to  be  held  by  them  at  the  disposal 
of  the  lawful  owners.  This  proposal  contains  no- 
thing beyond  the  obligations,  already  imposed  by 
the  laws  of  the  United.  States,  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  existing  treaty.  But  as  it  is  evident  to  you, 
and  to  the  whole  world,  that  abuses  and  infractions 
of  these  laws  and  solemn  compacts,  have  been,  and 
continue  to  be,  frequently  practised,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  suitable  measures  be  adopted,  fully 
and  effectually  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  similar 
abuses  and  infractions. 

By  these  four  proposals,  the  rights  and  interests 
of  both  powers  are  reconciled,  upon  principles  of 
manifest  justice  and  reciprocal  utility;  they  settle 
and  terminate  all  pending  differences,  in  my  judg- 
ment, satisfactorily  to  both  nations;  and  I must  pre- 
sume, that  the  president  will  view  them  in  the 
same  light,  and  substantially  admit  them.  In  case 
there  be  any  other  question  of  secondary,  or  minor 
importatice,  to  be  in  like  manner  included  in  the 
general  and  definitive  adjustment,  it  will  be  easy, 
and  follow  of  course,  after  we  have  agreed  on  the 
most  essential  articles  or  points;  we  will  then  also 
determine  the  true  import  of  the  several  proposi- 
tions laid  down,  and  explain  each  one  of  them  with 
the  necessary  clearness,  accuracy  and  precision. 

If,  however,  you  should  find  any  difficulty  or  ob- 


stacle to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals,  I have 
now  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  by  any  other  mode  we  may  attain  the  desired 
object,  without  deviating  from  tlie  fundamental 
principles  and  basis  of  justice  and  reciprocal  con- 
venience, I will,  with  great  pleasure,  be  ready  to 
adopt  it,  provided  it  be  compatible  with  the  pow- 
ers given  me  by  the  king,  my  mas  er.  In  this 
view,  you  can  propose  such  changes  or  modifica- 
tions, as  you  may  see  fit,  as  are  calculated  to  remove 
all  difficulties  on  both  sides,  and  reconcile  ihe 
rights,  interests  and  wishes  of  both  powers. 

In  the  mean  time,  1 hope  that  the  course  pursu- 
ed by  the  president  (en  la  marcha  desu  conducta) 
will  correspond  with  the  sentiments  and  uniform 
profession  of  amity  and  perfect  harmony  existing 
between  his  majesty  and  the  United  States;  and  I 
am  therefore  constrained  to  reclaim  and  protest 
formally,  as  I now  do,  against  all  measures  whatso- 
ever, injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Spain, 
and  to  renew,  as  hereby  , do,  the  protest  already 
made  against  the  occupation  of  Amelia-Island,  and 
against  the  orders  to  occupy  Galvezton,  inasmuch 
the  United  States,  have  no  right  whatever,  either 
to  the  said  island,  or  to  Galvezton,  they  neither  had 
nor  could  have,  a just  motive  or  cause  to  sanction 
similar  acts  of  violence  in  the  midst  of  peace. 

I await  your  answer  to  this  note,  in  order  that 
we  may  accelerate  the  moment  of  agreeing  on  just 
and  fit  measures  for  carrying  the  definitive  settle- 
ment of  all  pending  differences  into  effect. 

In  the  mean  time,  I renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assu- 
rances of  my  constant  respect. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Washington f 24:th  January,  1818. 

No.  11. 

(Translation.) 

The  same  to  the  same. 

SiR—The  multiplicity  of  business  which  I believe 
has,  and  still  does  engage  your  attention,  from  the 
necessity  of  preparing  and  laying  before  the  con- 
gT*ess,  the  papers  and  information  called  for  on  dif- 
ferent subjects,  must  assuredly  have  prevented  you 
from  replying  as  yet  to  my  note  of  'he  24th  of  last 
month;  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  for  me  to  trou- 
ble you,  by  trespassing  on  your  attention,  to  urge 
the  importance  of  your  answer,  as  I feel  assured, 
you  are  as  fully  aware  of  it  as  I am.  But  the  ear- 
nest wish  I have  to  accelerate  the  negociation  that 
has  been  opened,  and  thereby  to  come  to  a final 
settlement  of  the  differences  pending  between  his 
catholic  majesty’s  government  and  yours,  impels 
me  to  take  this  step.  I therefore  request  you,  sir, 
to  be  pleased  to  Lnform  me,  as  soon  as  you  possibly 
can,  whether  the  proposals  offered  in  my  aforesaid 
note  come  up  to,  or  approach  the  wishes  of  this  re- 
public; and  if,  with  the  view  of  satisfying  them,  you 
can  devise  another  just  mode,  calculated  to  recon- 
cile the  rights  of  both  nations  upon  some  principle 
of  reciprocal  utility  and  convenience,  I hope  you 
will  communicate  it  to  me,  in  full  confidence,  that 
I shall  not  hesitate  a moment  to  accede  to  any  mo- 
dification or  expedient,  founded  on  a basis  of  ac- 
knowledged justice,  and  mutual  utility,  because  it 
is  to  such  a basis,  that  all  the  instructions  and 
powers  I have  received  from  my  sovereign  refer. 

The  United  States  having  manifested  a wish  to 
obtain  the  Floridas,  his  catholic  majesty  has  con-- 
descended  to  accede  thereto,  as  a proof  of  his 
friendship  and  high  consideration  for  the  U.  Siates, 
and  has  authorized  me  to  stipulate  the  cession  of 
those  two  provinces  for  , an  equivalent  of  teriitory 
westward  of  Mississippi,  Having  proved,  on  the 
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part  of  his  majesty’s  government,  by  the  most  com- 
plete evidence  of  which  moral  facts  are  susceptible, 
and  by  a conviction  in  no  wise  inferior  to  that  of 
mathematical  truths,  that  the  proper  boundaries  of 
Louisiana,  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  are  defined 
by  the  course  of  that  river,  and  thence  by  the  Iber- 
ville and  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Po  -tchartrain; 
and  thcTt  to  the  westward,  they  never  did,  nor  could 
extend  beyond  the  rivers  Carcasu  and  Marmentas 
or  Mrrmentao,  tunning  between  Nachitoches  and 
Adaes,  actoss  lied  River,  and  tlience  northward  to  a 
line  not  yet  fixed,  and  to  be  settled  by  commission- 
ers to  be  appointed  by  both  governments,  it  is  clear, 
that  the  proposals  offered  in  my  note  for  the  final 
settlement  of  the  question  of  boundaries,  cannot 
fail  to  appear  advantageous  to  your  government, 
and  satisfactory  to  the  just  wishes  of  the  United 
States.  But  if,  for  their  greater  satisfaction,  you 
can  point  out  an  expedient  by  which  the  said  pro- 
posals maybe  further  modified,  without  detracting 
from  the  acknowledged  principles  of  common  jus- 
tice and  reciprocal  convenience,  I am  ready  to  at- 
tend to,  and  stipulate  it  immediately,  if  it  comes 
with  in  the  spliere  of  my  powers  and  instructions; 
and  in  case  it  should  not,  by  presenting,  perchance, 
combinations  which  could  not  be  foreseen  by  his 
catholic  majesty,  I w'ill  immediately  dispatch  a 
courier  to  Aladrid,  to  inform  my  government  of  the 
demands  of  yours,  and  request  more  ample  powers 
adapted  to  them. 

The  question  of  indemnities  can  be  attended 
with  no  difficulty.  The  Spanish  government  has 
always  been  willing  to  give  due  satisfaction  for  the 
losses  and  injuries  sustained  by  citizens  of  this  re- 
public,and  committed  by  Spaniards,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty,  but  it  cannot 
relinquish  its  claim  to  comprehend,  in  like  manner, 
in  the  adjustment  of  those  losses  and  injuries,  such 
as  have  been  committed  by  citizens  and  authorities 
of  this  republic,  on  the  crown  and  subjects,  of 
Spain,  in  violation  of  the  same  right  and  treaty. — 
Your  government,  sensible  of  the  justice  of  this 
demand,  cannot  fail  to  accede  to  it;  thus  by  ratify 
ing  the  convention  agreed  on  in  1802,  as  I have  al- 
ready proposed  to  you,  the  question  of  iaderanities 
will  be  easily  settled  and  determined. 

The  king  my  master,  being  desirous  of  giving 
the  United  States  and  the  whole  world,  incontes- 
table proofs  of  the  rectitude  and  sincerity  of  his 
dispositions,  and  of  his  love  of  justice  and  good 
faith,  is  ready  to  submit  all  the  questions  embraced 
by  the  pending  differences,  to  the  arbitration  of  one 
or  more  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  in  whom  the 
United  States  may  have  the  greatest  confidence, 
they  and  his  majesty  respectively  engaging  to  abide 
irrevocably  by  the  decision  of  such  arbitration.  In 
cases  where  justice  alone  is  sought  for,  this  refer- 
ence must  be  particularly  desirable,  and  has  been 
frequently  resorted  to,  as  well  by  individuals,  as 
by  tlie  most  respectable  nations,  on  controverted 
questions. 

The  British  government,  on  being  informed  of 
the  difficulties  attending  the  negociation  pending 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  made  an  offer 
of  its  mediation  for  the  purpose  of  reconciling 
them,  and  the  president  has  not  been  pleased  to 
accept  it,  as  I have  been  lately  informed  by  the 
minister  of  England  to  these  states.  From  this  re- 
fusal, 1 am  to  infer,  that  the  president  is  willing, 
on  his  part,  to  remove  all  the  obstacles  w'hich  op- 
po.se  the  prompt  and  happy  termination  of  the  ne- 
gaciation  pending,  and  under  this  impression,  which 
is  due  to  the  uprightness,  rectitude,  and  good 
ikith,  of  the  American  government,  I flatter  myself. 


that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
the  mediation  or  arbitration  of  friendly  or  neutral 
powers,  to  settle  and  terminate  on  principles  of 
justice,  the  existing  differences  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Spain;  and  if  unfortunately  this  should 
not  be  the  case,  I also  flatter  myself,  that  your  go- 
vernment will  approve  of  one  of  those  modes,  as  be- 
ing dictated  by  a sincere  love  of  peace  and  justice 
due  to  such  occasions. 

I therefore  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  reply,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  the  proposals  made  in  my  last  note, 
and  communicate  to  me  whatever  you  may  think 
most  conducive  to  the  happy  termination  of  the 
pending  negociation,  and  still  further  to  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  friendship  and  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

In  the  mean  while,  I have  the  honor  to  renew  to 
you,  the  assurances  of  my  respect,  and  I pray  God 
to  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Washington,  10th  February,  1818. 

(No  12.) 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  envoy 

extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 

Spain. 

Department  of  State,  JWzrch  12th,  1818. 

Sin — The  admission  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
of  January,  that  all  the  facts,  grounds,  and  argu- 
ments,  alleged  in  your  previous  notes  of  29th  De- 
cember,  and  of  5th  and  8th  January,  in  support  of 
the  pretensions  of  your  government,  upon  the  seve- 
ral points  of  difference  which  have  so  long  subsist- 
ed between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  are  essen- 
tially the  same  as  had  already  been  advanced  and 
discussed  at  the  period  of  the  extraordinary  mission 
to  Spain,  in  1805;  while  it  justifies  the  reluctance, 
on  the  part  of  the  American  government,  manifest- 
ed in  my  letter  of  the  16th  January,  to  the  renewal 
of  an  exhausted  discussion,  cannot  but  excite  some 
surprize,  as  comporting  so  little  with  the  profes- 
sions of  the  earnest  desire  of  your  government  to 
bring  those  differences  to  a speedy  and  happy  ter- 
mination, which  have  been  so  strongly  and  so  re- 
peatedly expressed,  as  well  in  your  notes,  as  in  the 
recent  communications  from  Don  Francisco  Pizar- 
ro  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid. 
Tiie  observation,  that  truth  is  of  all  times,  and  that 
reason  and  justice  are  founded  upon  immutable 
principles,  has  never  been  contested  by  the  United 
States;  but  neither  truth,  reason,  nor  justice  cou  ' 
sist  in  stubbornness  of  assertion,  nor  in  the  multi- 
plied repetition  of  error.  I referred  you  to  the  let- 
ters from  the  extraordinary  mission  of  1805,  to  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  for  an  ample  and  satisfactory  refu- 
tation of  the  supposed  facts,  grounds,  and  argu- 
ments now  reproduced  by  you.  You  reply  by  tel- 
ling me,  that  “there  does  not  appear  to  be  a single 
incident  to  give  the  smallest  support  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  my  government;  that  all  the  vague  po- 
sitions on  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  found 
them  have  been  refuted  and  dissipated,  by  the  Spa- 
nish government,  by  a demonstration  so  luminous 
and  convincing,  as  to  leave  no  alternative  to  reason 
to  resist  it.”  And  you,  more  than  once,  intimate, 
that  the  American  government  does  not,  itself,  be- 
lieve in  the  validity  of  the  statements  and  argu- 
ments used  by  its  ministers,  in  support  of  the  claims 
of  the  United  States,  as  asserted  by  them. 

To  language  and  sentiments  such  as  these,  tlie 
government  of  the  United  States  cannot  reply;  nor 
can  it,  without  an  effort,  continue  at  all  a discus- 
sion sullied  by  such  unworthy  and  groundless  impu 
tations, 

I 1 am  directed  by  the  president  to  confine  the  ob' 
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servavions  upon  your  late  notes,  to  those  parts  uf 
them  'vhich  have  relation  to  the  essential  subjects  of 
controversy  between  the  two  nations. 

To  give  a single  instance  of  that  course  of  argu- 
ment, which  you  represent  as  equivalent  to  mathe- 
matical demonstration  in  favor  of  Spain,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  refer  to  your  assertions,  in  relation  to 
to  the  question  of  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisi- 
ana, as  retroceded  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  St  11- 
dephonso,  in  1800,  and  ceded  by  France  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  1803.  Tne  claim  of  the  United  States, 
under  that  cession  to  the  territory,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  far  as  the  river  Perdido,  rests,  as  you  well 
know,  upon  the  words  in  the  two  treaties,  describ- 
ing the  colony  or  province  of  Louisiana,  ceded  by 
fhern,  as  having  the  same  extent,  not  only  that  it 
had  at  the  time  of  the  retrocession  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  but  also  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it, 
and  such  as  it  should  be,  after  the  treaties  subse- 
quently entered  into  between  Spain  and  oilier 
stales.  You  know  also  with  what  force  it  was  urged 
by  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Aranjuez, 
in  1805,  that  those  words,  referring  to  the  primitive 
possession  of  the  province  by  France,  could  have 
had  no  other  meaning  than  that  of  extending  the 
retrocession  to  the  Perdido,  because  the  province 
had  always  had  that  extent  wlien  in  the  possession 
of  Prance.  And  what  is  your  reply  to  this  argu- 
ment, which  you  are  pleased  to  include  under  the 
general  censure  of  vague  and  groundless  positions,^ 
It  is  no  other  than  the  supposition  of  a treaty  of 
1764,  by  virtue  of  which  you  say  France  ceded  the 
western  remnant  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  a year  after 
having  ceded  the  eastern  part  of  it,  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Perdido,  to  England.  With  the  aid 
of  this  treaty,  you  are  enabled,  first,  to  discover  an 
interval  of  time  between  the  two  cessions,  and  dur- 
ing which  France  possessed  Louisiana,  bound  east- 
ward by  the  Mississippi;  and,  secondly,  to  include 
this  treaty  between  Spain  and  France  among  those 
described  in  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
phonso,  as  “the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into 
between  Spain  and  other  states.” 

There  is  reason  to  believe  tha,t  no  such  treaty  of 
1764  ever  existed;  that  the  cessions  of  Louisiana, 
westward  of  the  Mississippi,  to  Spain,  and  eastward 
of  that  river -to  the  Perdido  to  England,  were  made 
by  France  both  on  the  3d  of  November,  1762,  is 
certain, and  that  the  acceptance  bythe  king  of  Spain  of 
the  cession  made  to  him,  took  place  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  November,  1762;  the  proof  of  which  is  in 
the  very  order  from  the  king  of  France  to  L’Abba- 
die,  for  the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the  officers  of 
of  the  king  of  Spain.  The  province  had  never  be- 
longed to  France  a single  day,  without  extending  to 
the  Perdido.  Nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  remind  you 
that  the  very  treaty  of  cession,  by  which  France 
surrendered  her  possession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain, 
cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  description  of  trea- 
ties subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain  and 
other  states. 

As  this  simple  reference  to  a notorious  and  un- 
questionable fact  annihilates  all  that  course  of  rea- 
soning upon  which  your  understarnding  rejects  all 
doubt,  so  a recurrence  to  another  fact,  equally  noto- 
rious, replies  as  decisively  to  your  appeal  to  the 
treaty  of  6tii  February,  1778,  between  the  United 
States  and  France.  You  say  that  in  the  year  1800, 
France  could  not  have  acquired  any  territory  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  without  a monstrous  violation  of 
tliat  treaty,  forgetting  that  that  treaty,  and  all  its  ob- 
ligations upon  France,  had,  before  the  year  1800, 
ceased  to  exist. 

The  fact,  that  the  cessions  of  the  two  parts  of 


Louisiana,  to  Spain  and  England,  were  made  on  the 
same  day,  may  serve  no  less  as  a repl-  to  all  the 
verbal  criticisms,  so  gravely  urged  by  Mr.  CevaiJos, 
and  now  repealed  by  you,  on  the  force  of  the  terms 
retrocede  and  retrocession,  used  in  the  treaty  of  St. 
Ildephonso.  The  plain  import  of  the  words  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  giving  back,  restoring.  It 
does  not,  and  cannot  be  made  to  imply,  that  both 
the  parties  to  the  restoration  must,  of  nece.ssitv,  be 
the  Same  as  both  the  parties  to  the  grant.  They'^ 
only  imply  that  the  object  and  the  party  g'ranting, 
or  the  party  receiving  it,  as  restored,  are  die  same. 
To  use  an  illustration  from  the  concerns  of  individu- 
al life — Suppose  A,  by  two  separate  deeds,  grani.s 
half  an  acreof  land  to  B,  and  theother  half  to  C.  B,  bv 
subsequent  purchase  obtains  the  half  acre  granted  to 
C,  and  then  regrants  the  whole  acre  back  t • A.  Bv 
whatever  denomination  the  two  half  acres  may  have 
been  called,  in  the  interval  between  the  first  grant 
and  tlie  restoration,  R miglit,  with  the  most  peT-tect, 
propriety,  be  said  to  retrocede  the  whole;  and  if  in 
the  act  of  restoration  the  acre  should  be  called  by 
the  same  name,  and  expressly  described  as  having 
the  same  extent  as  when  it  had  been  first  owned  by 
A,  with  what  shadow  of  justice  could  R pretend 
that  his  regrant  was  only  of  the  lialf  acte 
he  had  first  received  from  A,  becaiise  tlie  other 
half  acre  had,  in  the  interval,  been  called  by  anothei’ 
name,  and  for  some  time  owned  by  anotlier  person.? 
That  the  term  retrocession,  is  in  common  use,  in 
this  sense,  take  the  following  passage  from  the  En- 
g’li.sh  translation  of  Alcedo’s  Dictionary. 

“By  a treaty  in  1783,  Great  Britain  '^retroceded  to 
Spain  all  theterritority  which  both  Spain  and  France 
had  ceded  to  Great  Britain  in  1763.” 

There  would  then  be  nothing  in  the  terms  retro- 
cede or  retrocession,  which  coiild  limit  the  territo- 
ries restored  by  Spain  to  the  boundaries  under  which 
she  had  first  received  part  of  tliem  from  France; 
even  if  the  original  cessions  of  the  two  parts  iiad 
been  made  at  different  times;  and  even  if  those  words, 
^^with  the  same  extent  it  had  when  in  the  hands  of 
France.”  had  not  been  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  St.  II- 
d^phonso.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  the  cessions 
byFrance,  ofthetwo  partsofLou.  weremadeto  Spain 
andto  England  on  the  same  day  when  we  kno  w that  the 
cession  of  the  part  ceded  to  England,  had  been  made 
for  the  benefit  of  Spain,  as  it  was  an  equivalent  for 
the  restoration  by  England  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  to 
Spain,  and  when  we  seek  for  any  possible  meaning  to 
the  words  referring  to  the  extent  of  Louisiana,  when 
before  owned  by  France,  to  our  minds,  sir,  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistable,  that  the  terms  retrocede  and 
retrocession  c.mhave,  in  this  case,  no  other  meaning’ 
than  that  for  which  we  contend,  and  that  they 
include  the  giving  back  to  France  the  whole  of 
Louisiana,  which  had  ever  belonged  to  P'rance,  and 
which  it  was,  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso,  in  the  power  of  Spain  to 
restore. 

By  the  words  in  the  third  article  of  tlie  treaty  of 
St.  Ildephonso,  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
1803  to  the  United  States,  Spain  retrocedes  to 
France  the  colony  or  province  of  Louisiana,  with  the 
same  extent  that  it  “now  has  in  the  hands  of  Spain, 
and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and  such 
as  it  ought  to  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  en- 
tered into  between  Spain  and  other  states,”  At  the 
negociation  of  Aranjuez  in  J805,  your  alleged  treaty 
of  764,  never  occurred  to  the  imagination  of  M.  Ce- 
vallos,  as  one  of  these  subsequent  treaties;  for,  after 
citing  this  clause  of  the  article.  He  says,  in  bis  letter 
to  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  of  the  24th  Febm-. 
ary,  1805,  “the  treaties  here  alluded  to,  are  not,  noi' 
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can  be  others  than  those  of  1783,  between  Spain  and 
En‘  land  and  1795,  between  Spain  and  the  U.  States.’* 
Th^  American  ministers,  in  their  answer  of  8th 
March,  1805,  explicitly  agree  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos  on  this  point;  and  your  intimation  of  a treaty  oi 
1764,  to  which  you  suppose  the  clause  also  to  apply, 
is  as  incompatible  with  the  pretensions  of  your  own 
government  in  1805,  as  with  those  of  the  United 
States  at  this  day. 

To  account  for  the  peculiar  phraseology  used  in 
this  description,  inserted  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso,  we  must  advert  to  the  pe- 
culiar situation  of  the  territory  to  be  conveyed,  and 
to  what  mitst  have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties- 
It  was  a colony  or  province  to  be  restored;  and  there- 
fore the  object  of  France  could  have  been  no  other 
than  to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  whole  original 
colony,  so  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Spain  to  re- 
store  it.  But  there  was  a part  of  the  original  colony, 
which  had  been  ceded  by  France  to  England,  which 
had,  in  process  of  time,  become  a part  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  not  being  then  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  she  could  not  restore.  There  was  another 
part  which  had  been  ceded  by  France,  directly  to 
Spain,  which  still  remained  in  her  hands,  but  subject 
to  certain  conditions  stipulated  by  Spain,  in  a treaty 
with  the  United  States;  and  there  was  a third  part 
which  France  had  ceded  to  England,  in  1762,  but 
which  had  afterwards  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Spain, 
and  which  she  was  equally  competent  to  restore,  as 
if  it  had  been  ceded  by  France  to  herself.  As  the 
boundaries  of  this  colony  or  province  never  had 
been  precisely  defined,  and  had  been,  from  its  first 
settlement,  a subject  of  dispute  between  France  and 
Spain,  the  parties  had  no  means  of  recurring  to  any 
former  definition  of  boundaries,  to  carry  their  inten- 
tion into  effect;  as  they  had  no  geographical  lines  or 
landmarks  to  which  they  couM  recur,  they  assumed 
their  definition  from  circumstances  incidental  to  the 
present  and  past  time.  If  the  intention  had  been  to 
cede  back  the  province^  only  with  the  extent  it  actu- 
ally had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  the  parlies  would 
have  said  so,  and  omitted  the  other  clause,  which,  in 
that  case,  would  have  been  not  merely  superfluous, 
but  tending  to  perplex  that  which  would  have  been 
clear  without  it.  If  it  had  been  intended  that  Spain 
should  restore  to  France,  only  what  she  had  received 
from  France,  nothing  could  have  been  more  clear  and 
easy  than  to  have  said  so;  but  then,  the  reference  to 
the  extent  of  the  colony,  when  France  possessed 
it,  would  have  been  not  merely  absurd,  but  contra- 
dictory to  that  intention.  The  very  use  of  both  the 
terms,  province  ov  colony,  shows  that  the  parties  were 
looking  to  the  original  state,  as  well  as  to  the  actual 
condition  of  the  territory  to  be  restored.  Louisiana, 
tiie  actual  Spanish  province,  was  one  thing,  and  Lou- 
isiana, the  original  French  colony,  was  another;  the 
adoption  of  both  the  words,  is  of  itself  a strong-  pre- 
sumption, that  the  intention  was  to  restore,  not  only 
the  actual  province,  as  was  then  in  tlie  hands  of  Spain, 
and  had  formed  part  of  the  original  French  col- 
ony. 

AEsmne  the  intention  of  the  ])arties,  to  have 
been  that  for  which  we  contend,  and  under  tiie 
existing  circumstances  they  could  scarcely  have  ex- 
pressed it  by  any  other  words  than  tho.se  which  .u-e 
f und  in  the  article.  Assume  that  they  had  any  other 
intention,  and  you  can  find  no  rational  meaning  for 
their  words,  'I  he  j^rovince  was  to  be  restored,  with 
the  extent  it  actually  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain;  the 
colony  was  to  be  restored,  w'itli  the  exle>;t  it  liad 
when  formerly  possessed  by  France.  Spain  could 
not  restore  the  parts  of  the  original  colony  which 
were  not  in  her  actual  possession,  and  which  alrea- 
dy formed  parts  of  the  western  states  and  territories 


of  this  Union;  but  she  could  restore  that  part  of  the 
colony,  of  which  she  had  become  possessed  by  a trea« 
ty  of  1783,  with  Great  Britain,  Mr,  Cevallos  urged 
with  some  earnestness,  that  the  first  clause  having 
marked  the  extent  of  the  colony  or  province,  such 
“as  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,”  it  would 
be  inconsistent  and  absurd  to  suppose,  that  the  words 
“and  that  it  had  when  France  possesssed  it,”  could 
be  intended  to  mark  a greater  extent,  because  it 
would  be  saying  in  one  breath,  that  the  cession  was 
of  the  same  extent,  and  of  more  than  the  same  ex- 
tent, that  it  had  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  But 
there  is  no  absurdity  or  inconsistency  in  modifying, 
by  one  clause  of  a definition,  an  extent  described  in 
another  clause  of  the  same  definition;  no  more  than, 
in  the  description  of  a surface,  the  line  in  breadth 
is  inconsistent  with  the  line  in  length.  According 
to  this  argument  of  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  words  “and 
that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,”  had  no  mean- 
ing at  all;  they  merely  repeated,  what  had  been  fully 
and  completely  expressed  by  the  preceding  clause; 
but  if  they  had  no  meaning,  what  possible  motive 
could  the  parties  have  for  inserting  them,  when  it 
must  have  been  perfectly  familiar  to  tlie  memory  of 
both,  that  the  extent  of  the  province  or  colony,  when 
in  the  hands  of  France,  had  included  West  Florida 
to  the  Perdido,  which  territory  was  also  then  in  the 
actual  possession  of  Spain.  If  it  were  possible  to 
suppose  that  the  ministers  of  Prance  and  Spain,  in 
the  very  article  defining  tiie  extent  of  the  country  to 
be  conveyed,  could  have  been  so  careless  as  to  admit 
an  idle  waste  of  words,  the  very  composition  of  this 
article  carries  internal  evidence  with  it,  that  no  such 
improvidence  is  imputable  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
drawn  up.  The  reference  to  the  extent  of  the  colo- 
ny in  the  primitive  possession  of  France,  could  not 
be  to  a time  when  the  property  of  it  had  been  no 
longer  hers.  It  could  not  be  to  say  over  again,  what 
had  been  said  fm  the  immediately  preceding  clause: 
every  word  of  the  description  carries  with  it  evidence 
of  deep  deliberation  and  significancy.  The  first 
clause  marks  the  inteiftion  of  the  parties,  by  the 
incident  ofactual possession  by  Spain;  ail  of  which  was 
to  be  restored;  the  second  clause  modifies  by  enlarg- 
ing  the  extent,  from  the  incident  of  original  posses- 
sion by  France;  and  the  third  clause  modifies,  by 
restricting  the  grant  to  the  conditions  which  Spain 
had  stipulated  concerning  the  tei-ritory,  with  other 
states.  Altogether,  the  clear  and  explicit  meaning 
of  the  whole  article  is,  that  Spain  should  restore  to 
France  as  much  of  old  French  Louisiana  as  she  had 
to  restore;  but  under  such  restrictions  as  the  en- 
gagements contracted  by  Spain  with  other  powers 
acquired  of  her  good  faith  to  secure. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  western 
boundaries  of  Louisiana, 

With  the  note  of  Messrs,  Monroe  and  Pinckney  to 
Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  of  28th  Januar}^,  1805,  a memoir 
upon  these  boundaries  was  presented  to  that  minis- 
ter, proving  that  tliey  extemled  eastward  to  the  Per- 
diclo,  and  westward  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  or  Grande  del 
Norte.  They  observed  in  that  note,  that  “the  facts 
and  princi]3les  which  justify  this  conclusion,  are  so 
satisfactory  to  their  government,  as  to  convince  it 
tliat  tlie  United  States  have  not  a better  right  to  the 
island  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  cession  referred 
to,  than  tliey  liave  to  the  whole  district  of  territory 
thus  described.” 

In  their  note  of  the  20th  April,  1805,  to  the  same 
minister,  replying  to  his  argument  in  support  of  the 
pretensions  of  your  government  with  regard  to  those 
limits,  they  laydown  and  establish,  by  a chain  of  rea- 
soning, which  neither  Mr.  Cevallos,  at  the  time,  nor 
your  government,  at  any  period  since,  have  ever  at- 
tempted to  break,  three  principles,  sanctioned  alike 
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by  immutable  justice,  and  the  general  practice  of 
of  the  European  nations,  which  have  formed  settle- 
ments and  held  possessions  in  this  hemisphere;  and 
by  the  application  of  which  to  the  facts  also  stated 
in  their  note,  this  question  of  the  western  boundary 
ought  then  to  have  been,  and,  eventually,  must  be 
settled.  These  principles  were. 

First.  “That  when  any  European  nation  takes  pos- 
session of  any  extent  of  sea-cbast,  that  possession  is 
understood  as  extending  into  the  interior  country, 
to  the  sources  of  the  rivers  emptying  within  that 
coast,  to  all  their  branches,  and  the  country  they  co- 
ver, and  to  give  it  a right  in  exclusion  of  all  other 
nations  to  the  same.” 

•Secondly.  “That  whenever  one  European  nation 
makes  a discovery  and  takes  possession  of  any  por- 
tion of  this  continent,  and  another  afterwards  does 
the  same  at  some  distance  from  it,  where  the  boun- 
dary between  them  is  not  determined  by  the  princi- 
ple abovementioned,  that  the  middle  distance  be- 
comes such  of  course.” 

Thirdly.  “That  whenever  any  European  nation 
has  thus  acquired  a right  to  any  portion  of  territory 
on  this  continent,  that  right  can  never  be  diminished 
or  affected  by  any  other  power,  by  virtue  of  pur- 
chases made  by  grants  or  conquests  of  the  natives, 
within  the  limits  thereof.” 

The  facts  stated  in  this  last  mentioned  note,  and 
to  which  these  principles  were  applied  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  the  United  States,  under  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  by  France  to  them,  were, 

1.  That  the  Mississippi,  in  its  whole  length  to 
the  ocean,  was  discovered  by  French  subjects  from 
Canada,  in  1683. 

2.  That  La  Salle,  a Frenchman,  with  a commission 
and  authority  from  Louis  XIV.,  discovered  the  bay 
of  St.  Bernard,  and  formed  a settlemdnt  there,  on 
the  western  side  of  the  river  Colorado,  in  the  year 
1685,  and  that  the  possession,  thus  taken,  in  tlie  bay 
of  St.  Bernard,  in  connexion  with  that  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, had  always  been  understood,  as  of  right  it 
ought,  to  extend  to  the  Rio  Bravo. 

3.  That  the  boundary,  thus  founded  upon  posses- 
sion, was  described  as  forming  the  limits  of  Louis  - 
an;t,  in  the  grant  by  Louis  the  XlVth,  to  Crozat,  in 
1712. 

4.  That  it  was  supported  by  the  testimony  of  the 
historical  writers,  Du  Pratz  and  Champigny;  by  a his- 
torical and  political  memoir  on  Louisiana,  written  by 
the  count  de  Vergennes,  the  minister  of  Louis  the 
XVIth;  by  a chart  of  Louisiana,  published  in  1762, 
by  Don  Thomas  Lopez,  geographer  to  the  king  of 
Spain;  and  by  a map  of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  at  Paris,  revised  and  republished  there  in 
1782. 

To  these  principles,  thus  clear,  equitable  and  ex- 
plicit— to  these  facts,  thus  precise,  authentic  and 
unsophisticated,  what  was  opposed  by  Don  Pedro 
Cevallos  at  that  time,  and  what  is  now  alleged  by 
you.'’ 

Mr.  Cevallos  began  by  admitting  that  the  western 
limits  of  Louisiana  had  never  been  exactly  fixed; 
and  alleged,  that  in  the  year  1690,  five  or  six  years 
after  the  possession  taken  and  the  settlement  formed 
by  La  Salle,  captain  Alonzo  de  Leon,  under  a com- 
mission from  the  viceroy  of  IMexico,  examined  the 
bay  of  Espiritu  Santo,  (St.  Bernard,)  took  posses- 
sion of  the  territory,  and  founded  the  mission  of 
St.  Frmicisco  de  Texas.  Mr.  Cevallos  asserted,  that 
it  -wouid  be  very  easy  to  make  it  appear,  that  France 
never  had  claimed  this  extent  for  Louisiana;  but  he 
did  not  make  it  appear.  He  also  said  that  if  P'rance 
had  claimed  it,  Spain  had  never  recognized,  and  was 
not  bound  to  acknowledge,  tlie  claim. 

Mr,  Cevallos  said  th.at  the  limits  between  Louisiana 


and  the  Texas  had  always  been  knovnh  even  when 
the  French  possessed  Louisiana;  but  he  had  just  be- 
fore acknowledged,  that  they  had  never  been  fixed- 
He  spoke  of  missions  founded  near  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century  by  the  venerable  Margel,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francisco;  he  alluded  to  plans  and  documents 
and  liistorical  relations,  which  were  not  to  be  found 
in  his  department,  but  many  of  which,  he  added, 
were  in  the  department  of  the  interior,  besides  those 
which  were  in  the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico.  But  he 
never  pretended  a possession,  by  Spain,  of  the  ter- 
ritories in  question,  of  an  earlier  date  than  1690. 

And  what  are  these  plans,  and  documents,  and 
historical  relations,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  thirteen 
years,  you  have  drawn  forth  from  all  the  archives  of 
Spain  and  all  the  historical  disquisitions,  upon  the 
discovery  and  conquest  of  the  New  World.'’  Is  it 
to  that  catalogue,  biographical  aud  geographical,  of 
Spanish  adventurers,  and  of  the  numberless  regions 
explored  by  them  in  the  sixteenth  century,  widch 
swells  your  note  of  the  5th  of  January,  that  we  are 
to  look  for  the  limits  of  Louisiana  and  Texas.?  Or 
is  it  to  that  “Royal  order  issued  by  Philip  the  Se- 
cond, enjoining  the  extermination  of  all  foreigners 
who  would  dare  to  penetrate  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co,” by  virtue  of  which  the  viceroy  fitted  out  the 
expedition  to  scour  the  country  and  hunt  out  the 
French  of  La  Salle’s  settlement;  is  it  to  that  royal 
order  that  you  appeal  for  proof  of  the  prior  title  of 
Spain?  It  is  even  so.  But  as  the  voyages  of  Ponce 
de  Leon  in  1511,  of  Francisco  de  Garay  in  1518,  and 
of  Hernando  de  Soto,  in  1538,  have  no  more  bearing 
upon  this  question  than  the  voyages  of  Christopher 
Columbus  and  Sebastian  Cabot,  so  you  must  be  sen- 
sible that  the  royal  exterminating  order  of  Philip 
the  Second,  if  it  proved  any  thing,  would  prove  fatal 
to  the  whole  province  or  colony  of  Louisiana.  If  that 
order  could  have  been  carried  into  execution,  no 
such  colony  as  that  of  Louisiana  could  ever  have 
been  established  by  France.  That  order,  ahd  any 
proceeding  of  the  viceioy  of  Mexico  under  it,  can 
no  more  affect  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the 
limits  marked  by  the  settlement  of  La  Salle,  than  it 
can  impair  their  title  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans, 
Far  more  honourable  would  it  be,  sir,  to  the  charac- 
ter of  your  nation  and  the  credit  of  your  govern- 
ment, to  bury,  in  the  profounde'st  oblivion,  the  me- 
mory of  that  atrocious  order,  tlian  at  this  day  to  pro- 
duce it,  for  the  purpose  of  bolstering  up  a title,  for 
which  you  have  in  vain  ransacked  the  records  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy  to  discover  abetter  support. 

To  the  efficacy,  however,  of  this  royal  order,  your 
whole  argument,  in  behalf  of  the  pretentions  of  your 
government,  perpetually  recurs;  for  although  in 
some  passages  of  your  note,  you  appear  disposed  to 
allow  to  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  at  least  the  eastern 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  yet  you  are  as  frequently 
shrinking  even  from  this  concession,and  representing 
the  whole  colony  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  do- 
minion of  Spain;  at  one  time  representing  it  as  a pro- 
found stratagem  of  Louis  the  fourteenth,  seizing  with 
rapacious  avidity,  the  unsuspecting  moment  of  con- 
fidence of  his  grandson  Philip  the  fifth,  while  placing 
him  upon  the  throne  of  Spain;  and  at  another,  hold- 
ing it  up  as  the  act  of  a disordered  imagination  of 
the  same  Louis  fourteenth,  manifested  in  the  grant  of 
1712,  to  Crozat,  This  grant  you  pronounce  to  be 
absurd  and  completely  despicable;  but  for  what  rea- 
son it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture.  It  certainly  does  not 
favor  the  pretensions  of  your  government,  and  it  has 
none  of  the  exterminating  features  of  the  royal  order 
of  Philip  the  second;  but  we  consider  it,  as  it  has  al- 
ways been  considered  by  the  world,  as  a document, 
not  only  indicative  of  sound  judgment  and  discretion, 
but  as  marking  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  as  always 
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claimed  by  France,  and  transferred,  as  relates  to  the 
western  limits,  with  her  title  to  that  province,  to  the 
United  States. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Cevallos, 
you  also,  after  repeatedly  insisting-  that  the  bounda- 
ries of  Louisiana  were  well  know,  and  alw  ays  acknow- 
ledged by  France,  finally  conclude  by  admitting,  that 
they  never  were  fixed  or  agreed  upon.  You  repeat, 
time  after  time,  that  the  French  never  disputed  the 
right  of  Spain  to  all  the  territory  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  while  you  cannot  deny  the  settlement  of 
La  Salle  at  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  in  1684;  nor  that 
tiie  French  settlements  of  Natchez  and  Natchitoches 
were  made  and  maintained  in  spite  of  all  the  military 
expeditions,  rigorous  executions,  and  exterminating 
ordevs,  which  the  viceroys  of  Mexico  could  send 
against  tliem. 

We  may  admit  that  so  long  as  the  Spanish  vice- 
roys could  exterminate  every  foreigner  who  dared 
to  penetrate  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  they  had  the 
royal  order  of  Philip  the  second  tor  so  doing.  The 
bull  of  pope  Alexander  the  sixth  is  a document  of 
still  earlier  date,  and  at  least  of  less  disgusting  im- 
port, upon  which  Spain  once  rested  her  claims  to  yet 
more  extensive  dominion  in  this  western  world. 
With  equal  show  of  reason,  and  with  less  outrage 
upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  might  you  have  alleged 
that  bull  as  the  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  Spanish 
claims,  as  to  bring  forth  at  this  day,  for  its  only  sub- 
stitute, that  royal  order  of  Philip  the  second. 

You  know.  Sir,  and  your  own  notes  furnish,  them- 
selves, the  most  decisive  proofs,  that  France,  while 
she  held  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  never  did  acknow- 
ledgethe  Mississippi  as  the  western  boundary  of  that 
province.  Tlie  claim  of  France  always  did  extend 
westward  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  the  only  boundaries 
ever  acknowledged  by  her,  before  the  cession  to 
Spain  of  3d  Nov.  1762,  AVere  those  marked  out  in  the 
grant  from  Louis  fourteenth  to  Crozat.  She  ahvays 
claimed  the  territory,  which  you  call  Texas,  as  being 
within  the  limits,  and  forming  part  of  Louisiana; 
which  in  that  grant  is  declared  to  be  bounded  west- 
ward by  New  Mexico,  eastward  by  Carolina,  and  ex- 
tending inward  to  the  Illinois  and  to  the  sources  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  of  its  principal  branches. 

Mr.  Cevallos  says  that  these  claims  of  France  were 
never  admitted  nor  recognized  by  Spain.  Be  it  so. 
Neither  were  the  claims  of  Spain  ever  acknowledged 
or  admitted  by  France;  the  boundary  was  disputed 
and  never  settled;  it  still  remains  to  be  settled;  and 
here  is  a simple  statement  of  the  grounds  alledged 
by  each  ofthe  parties  in  support  of  their  claims: 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

1.  The  discovery  ofthe  Mississippi,  from  near  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  by  the  French  from  Canada,  in 
1683. 

2.  The  possession  taken  and  establishment  made 
by  La  Salle,  at  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the 
rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  authority  from  Louis 
fourteenth,  in  1685. 

3.  The  charter  of  Louis  fourteenth  to  Crozat,  in 
1712. 

4.  The  historical  authority  of  Du  Pratz  and  Cham- 
pigny,  and  ofthe  Count  de  Vergennes. 

5.  The  geograpliical  authority  of  De  Lisle’s  map; 
and  especially  that  ofthe  map  of  Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geogi-apher  to  the  king  of  Spain,  published  in  1762. 

These  documents  were  all  referred  to  in  the  letter 
from  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  Mr.  Cevallos, 
of  20tli  April,  1305.  Since  which  time,  and  in  fur 
ther  confirmation  ofthe  same  claims,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  are  enabled  to  refer  you  to  the 
following. 

6.  A mao  pubjislied  by  Homann  at  Nuremberg,  in 
1712. 


7.  A geograpliical  work,  published  in  1717,  at  I 

London,  entitled  Atlas  Geographicus,  ora  com- 
plete System  of  Geography  Ancient  and  Modern,  i 
in  which  the  map  of  Louisiana  marks  its  extent  | 
from  the  Rio  Bravo  to  the  Perdido.  In  both  these  | 
maps,  the  fort  builc  by  La  Salle  is  laid  do  vn  on  i 
the  spot  now  c lied  ?*latagorda.  ^ 

8.  An  official  British  map,  published  in  1755,  by  |' 

Bowen,  intended  to  point  out  the  boundaries  ofthe  I 
British,  Spanish  and  French  colonies  in  North  Ame-  j 
rica.  ' jli 

9.  The  narratives  published  at  Paris,  of  Hennepin,  || 
in  1683;  of  Tonti,  in  1697;  and  of  Joutel.  in  1713.  i| 

10.  The  letter  from  colonel  La  Harpe  to  Don  Mar*  |i 

tin  D’Alarconne,  of  8th  July,  1719.  (A.  1.  B.  2.)  ;! 

11.  The  order  from  the  French  governor  of  Lou-  ! 
isiana,  Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  10th  of  August  j 
1721.  (C.  3.) 

12.  The  geographical  work  of  Don  Antonio  de  ■ 

! Alcedo,  a Spanish  geographer  of  the  highest  emi-  j 

nence;  this  work  and  the  map  of  Lopez  having  been  I 
published  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  in 
1762,  afford  decisive  evidence  of  what  Spain  herself  ' 
considered  as  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  j 
when  she  had  no  interest  in  contesting  it  against  ano- 
ther state.  (D.  4.) 

Oil  the  part  of  Spain. 

1.  The  voyag-es  of  Ponce  de  Leon,  Vasquez  de 
Ayllon,  Panfilo  de  Narvaez,  Hernando  de  Soto,  Luis 
Mqscoso,  and  other  Spanish  travellers,  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  Avho  never  made  any  settlement  upon 
any  ofthe  territories  in  question;  but  who  travelled, 
as  you  observe,  into  countries  too  tedious  to  enume- 
rate. 

2.  The  establishment  of  the  new  kingdoms  of 
Leon  and  Santander,  in  1595,  and  the  province  of  Co- 
haquila,  in  1600. 

3.  The  province  of  Texas,  founded  in  1690. 

Here  you  will  please  to  observe  begins  the  conflict 

with  theclaimsof  France  to  the  western  boundarv  of 
Louisiana,  transferred  by  the  cession  of  the  province 
to  the  United  States.  The  presidios^  or  settlements 
of  Las  Texas  were,  by  your  own  statement,  adverse 
settlements  to  that  ofLa  Salle,  who,  six  years  before, 
had  taken  formal  possession  of  the  country  in  the 
name  of,  and  by  authority  of  a charter  from,  Louis 
fourteenth.  They  were  preceded  by  an  expedition 
from  Mexico  the  year  before,  that  is  1689,  to  hunt 
out  the  French  remaining  of  the  settlement  of  La 
Salle.  Now,  what  right  had  the  viceroy  of  Mexico 
to  hunt  out  the  French  who  had  formed  a settlement  ' 
under  the  sanction  of  their  sovereign’s  authority.?  ; 
You  will  tell  me  that  from  the  time  when  Santa  Fe, 
the  capital  of  Ncav  Mexico,  Was  built,  Spain  consi- 
dered 2i\\  the  tei-ritory  east  and  north  of  that  province 
as  far  as  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  as  her 
property;  that  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  was  hers;  and  that  Philip  the  second  had 
issued  a royal  order  to  exterminate  every  foreigner 
who  should  dare  to  penetrate  to  it;  so  that  the 
whole  question  of  right  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  with  regard  to  this  boimdary,  centres  in 
this — the  naked  pretension  of  Spain  to  the  whole  cir- 
cumference of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  the  exter- 
minating order  of  Philip  the  second  on  one  side,  and  | 
the  actual  occupancy  of  France,  by  a solemn  charter  > 
from  Louis  fourteenth,  on  the  other.  Well  might  I 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  write  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  ; 
in  1805,  that  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  ' 
boundary  of  the  Rio  Bravo  was  as  clear  as  their  right 
to  the  island  of  New  Orleans!  I 

In  the  letter  of  Messrs  Pinckney  and  Monroe  li 
to  Mr.  Cevallos,  ot*  the  20th  of  April  1805,  referring  to  |i 
thehistoricaldocuments  relativeto  the  discovery  and  j 
naming  of  Louisiana,  they  state  that  the  Mississippi 
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was  discovered  with  “its  waters  and  dependant  coun- 
try as  low  down  the  river  as  the  Arkansas,  by  the 
Sieurs  Joliet  and  Marquette,  from  Canada,  as  early 
as  the  year  1673,  and  to  its  mouth  by  the  father ' 
Hennepin,  in  1680;  and  by  De  la  Salle  and  Tonti, 
who  descended  the  river  with  'sixty  men  to  the 
ocean,  and  called  the  country  Louisiana,  in  168^2 ; : 
and  in  respect  to  the  bay  of  St.  llernard  in  1685.” 
That  this  was  done  at  these  periods  in  the  name  and , 
“ under  the  authority  of  France,  by  acts  which  pro-  j 
claimed  her  sovereignty  over  the  whole  country,  to  | 
other  powers,  in  a manner  the  most  public  and  so- 
lemn, such  as  making  settlements  and  building  forts 
witliin  it,” 

To  this  Mr.Cevallos  made  no  reply  in  1805.  But 
you,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  murder  by  Spa- 
niards of  Rene  de  Laudonniere,  observe,  that  “the 
story  related  of  a Recollet  Friar,  called  father  Hen- 
nepin is  still  more  ridiculous,^  who  is  said  to  have 
been  a made  prisoner  by  the  Indians  at  the  time  tliey 
were  at  war  with  the  French  of  Canada,  and  taken 
to  the|  Illinois,  whence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring 
the  country  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Lou- 
is or  Mississippi,  of  which  he  took  possession  in  the 
name  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and  gave  it  tiie  name 
of  Louisiana,  (doubtless  in  his  secret  thoughts  and 
by  a mere  mental  act.)”  You  add,  that  these  ac- 
counts and  others  of  the  like  nature  are  “contempti- 
ble in  themselves,  even  although  the  facts  they  re- 
late were  authentic,  since  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  them  that  can  favor  the  idea  started  by?-  those 
who  speak  of  those  transient  adventures  and  incur- 
sions.” 

I have  in  my  possession,  sir,  and  it  shall  when  you 
please,  be  subject  to  your  inspection,  a volume,  pub- 
lished at  Paris  in  the  year  1683,  the  title  of  w'hich 
is, “Description  de  la  Louisiane,  nouvellement  decou- 
verte,  au  Sud-Ouest  de  la  Nouvelle  France,  par  or- 
dre  du  Hoy,  dedice  a samajeste.  Par  le  R.  P.  Lou- 
is Hennepin,  Missionaire  Recollet  et  Notaire  apos- 
tolique.”  (Description  of  Louisiana,  recently  disco- 
vered to  the  southwest  of  New  France,  by  order  of 
the  king.  Dedicated  to  his  majesty  by  the  Rev.  Fa- 
ther Louis  Hennepin,  a Recollet  missionary  and  a- 
postolic  notary. ) In  the  preface  to  the  king,  the 
author  says — “ Sire,  I should  never  have  dared  to 
take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  your  majesty,  the  nar- 
rative of  a new  discovery,  which  the  Sieur  de  la 
j Salle,  governor  of  Fort  Frontenac,  my  companions 
' and  myself  have  just  made  to  the  southwest  of  New 
I France,  if  it  had  not  been  undertaken  by'  your  orders.” 
j “We  have  given  the  name  of  Louisiana  to  this 
j great  discovery,  being  persuaded  that  your  majesty 
would  not  disapprove  that  a pai-t  of  the  earth  water- 
ed by  a river  of  more  than  eight  hundred  leagues, 
j and  much  greater  than  Europe,  which  may  be  caU 
ed  the  delight  of  America,  and  which  is  capable  of 
forming  a great  empire,  should  hence  forth  be  known 
by  the  august  name  of  Louis,  that  it  may  thereby 
have  a sort  of  right  to  your  protection,  and  hope  for 
the  advantage  of  belonging  to  you.” 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  request  you  to  compare 
this  authentic  statement,  with  that  perversion  of  all 
i historical  evidence,  by  which  you  have  styled  and 
j have  attempted  to  make  the  story  of  father  Henne- 
, pin’s  discovery  of  Louisiana  ridiculous.  Here  is  a 

II  book  published  at  Paris,  dedicated  Louis  the  XI  Yth, 
at  the  most  glorious  period  of  his  reign,  declaring 
to  the  world  the  discovery  of  Louisiana — declaring 
that  it  was  made  by  his  orders,  and  called  by  his 
j name,  for  the  express  purposemf  entitling  it  to  be- 
come his  property.  Is  this  contemptible.?  Is  this 
a secret  thought,  ora  mere  mental  act.?  Is  this  a 
transient  adventure  or  incursion.?  And  after  calling 
' this  information  too  vague  and  imcertain,  uponv/hich; 


to  found  a title,  can  you  talk  of  the  rights  of  posses- 
s ion  derived  to  Spain  from  the  travels  of  Ponce  de 
Leon,  Francisco  de  Garay,  and  Yasquez  de  Aylion.? 

Your  view  of  the  expeditions  and  adventures  of 
La  Salle,  is  equally  remote  from  the  real  and  v'ell 
authenticated  facts.  “Let  us  see,”  you  say  “what 
importance  can  be  attached  to  what  is  said  of  Ber- 
nard [Robert]  de  la  Salle,  who  in  1679  descended 
from  Canada  to  the  Mississippi,  and  there  built 
Fort  Crevecoeur  according  to  Mr.  du  Pratz,  or  Fort 
Prud’homme,  according  to  others.  What  is  certain, 
amounts  to  this,  that  he  only  made  a rapid  incursiou 
from  Canada  to  the  Mississippi,  as  any  other  ad- 
venturer might  do,  crossing  the  territories  of  another 
nation;  that  he  returned  to  Quebec,  without  any  fur- 
ther result,  than  that  of  an  imperfect  explorr.'ion  of 
the  country,  and  that  he  embarked  at  Quebec  for 
France,  from  whence  he  returned  in  1684,  -with  an 
expedition  composed  of  four  vessels,^  commanded  by 
captain  Beaujeu  to  explore  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi,” &c.  In  this  passage  you  represent, 

1.  The  facts  attending  the  expedition  of  La  Salle 
as  uncertain. 

2.  That  he  only  made  a rapid  incursion,  as  a pri- 
vate adventurer,  and  so  far  as  related  to  his  explor- 
ing expedition,  with  an  imperfect  result.  ^ 

3.  That  he  only  went  from  Canada  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  thence  returned  to  Quebec,  whence  he 
embarked  for  France. 

4.  That  he  only  crossed  the  territories  of  another 
nation,  (meaning  Spain.) 

I examine  this  part  of  your  note,  with  a minute- 
ness, which  will  be  tedious  to  you,  becau.se  it  is  pre- 
cisely upon  the  character  of  La  Salle’s  expeditions 
that  the  grant  of  Louisiana  to  Crozat,  by  Louis  tlie 
XIVth,  is  in  express  terms  founded;  because  you 
have  represented  these  expeditions  in  the  colours 
thus  marked,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  weaken- 
ing the  original  title  of  Louisiana,  and  because  you 
know  that  the  characters,  diametrically  opposite, 
which  I shall  now  prove  to  have  belonged  to  them, 
must  lead  to  the  result  of  an  incontestable  title,  in 
France,  and  consequently,  at  this  time,  in  the  United 
States.  I answer  the  above  insinuations,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  stated. 

There  are  three  narratives  of  the  expeditions  of 
La  Salle,  all  published  at  Paris,  by  persons  who  ac- 
companied him  in  them. 

The  first  in  1683,  by  father  Louis  Hennepin;  the 
same  volume  from  which  I have  already  presented 
you  an  extract. 

The  second  by  the  chevalier  Tonti,  governor  of 
Fort  St.  Louis,  at  the  Illinois,  publislied  in  1697. 

The  third  of  Joutel,  who  was  with  him  in  his  last 
expedition,  and  almost  by  his  side  when  he  fell  by 
the  hands  of  an  assassin. 

Of  all  the  heroic  enterprizes,  which  in  the  six- 
teenth and  seventh  centuries  signalized  the  disco- 
veries of  Europeans  upon  this  continent,  there  is  not 
one,  of  which  the  evidence  is  more  certain,  authen- 
tic, and  particular,  than  of  those  of  La  Salle. 

LaSalle,  after  having  resided  many  years  in  Cana- 
da, as  governor  of  fort  Frontenac,  formed  the  pro- 
ject of  exploring  the  country  from  thence  to  tlie 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  of  taking  possession  of  it,  in 
the  name  of  his  .'mvereign.  He  went  to  France  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  sanction  to  his  enter- 
prize;  “his  majesty,  (says  Tonti,)  not  content  with 
merely  approving  his  design,  caused  orders  to  be 
given  to  him,  granting  him  permission  to  go  and 
put^  it  in  execution;  land  to  assist  him  to  carry  so 
vast  a project  into  effect,  siiortly  after  the  neecessa- 
ry  succors  were  furnished  him,  v/ith  entire  liberty 
to  dispose  of  all  the  countries  which  he  might  dis- 
cover.” 
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He  sailed  from  La  Rochelle  the  14th  of  July,  1678, 
and  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  15th  of  September.  On 
the  18th  of  November,  of  the  same  year,  he  left 
fort  Frontenac  to  proceed  upon  his  expedition  with 
thirty  men,  Tonti  and  Father  Hennepin  being  of 
the  company.  After  spending  more  than  a year  in 
traversing  the  four  Lakes,  now  known  by  the  names 
of  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan,  and  erecting 
forts  at  suitable  places,  where  he  landed,  from  them 
he  embarked  upon  the  Illinois  river,  and  having  de- 
scended it  for  some  distance  was  obliged  to  stop, 
from  the  disappointment  of  losing  a boat  from  which 
he  expected  supplies.  Here,  upon  the  Illinois  river, 
he  built  fort  Crevecceur — divided  his  company  into 
two  separate  parties,  one  for  ascending  the  Mississip- 
pi to  its  source,  and  the  other  for  proceeding  down 
that  river.  Father  Hennepin  was  of  the  former  of 
these  parties,  and  in  their  progress  upwards,  which 
they  accomplished  higher  than  the  Fallsmf  St.  Antho- 
ny, was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  and,  after  some 
time,  was  released  by  them;  found  his  way  back  to 
Quebec,  and  thence  returned  to  France,  and  pub- 
lished tlie  book  of  which  I have  spoken.  In  this 
book,  published  in  1683,  at  Paris,  and  marked  as 
having  been  finished  printing  the  5th  of  January,  of 
that  year,  three  months  before  La  Salle  had  reach- 
ed the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  there  is  a map  of 
the  river  as  far  down  as  Hennepin  descended  it,  after 
he  parted  from  La  Salle,  and  upwards,  to  the  Falls 
of  St.  Anthony,  and  the  river  St.  Francis,  above 
them;  at  some  distance  above  which,  within  a few 
leagues  of  its  source  is  the  Oak  Tree  upon  which 
the  arms  of  France  were  carved,  by  the  detachment 
from  La  Salle’s  expedition,  authenticating  with  the 
most  minute  precision,  the  discovery  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, to  within  a small  distance  of  its  source,  as  well 
as  its  course  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  tlie  same 
map  are  also  marked  the  fort  at  the  Miamies,  and 
that  of  Crevecoeur,  on  the  Illinois  river,  construct- 
ed by  La  Salle’s  orders. 

In  the  meanw'hile  La  Salle  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  other  part  of  his  company,  under  the  command 
of  Tonti,  and  go  back  to  Fort  Fronte;  .ac,  for  the  sup- 
plies and  reinforcements  which  had  failed  him,  by 
the  loss  of  his  boat.  He  returned  and  joined  them 
again,  in  November  1682,  proceeded  down  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  where 
they  built  the  fort  Prucl’homme,  which  you  have 
confounded  with  tliat  of  Crevecoeur,  after  which  they 
continued  descending  and  successively  meeting  the 
Cappa,  Arkansas,  Tensas,  Abenake,  Tacucas,  and 
Natchez  Indians,  and,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1683, 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  where,  after 
the  religious  solemnity  of  a Te  Heum,  tlicy  took 
formal  possession  of  the  country,  erected  a cross, 
fastened  the  arms  of  France  upon  a tree,  and  built 
several  huts,  wliich  they  surrounded  with  suitable 
intrenchments.  La  Salle,  having  thus  accomplished 
the  object  of  his  expedition,  returned  by  the  same 
way,  ascending  the  river,  to  his  fort  of  Prud’homme, 
which  he  reached  on  the  12th  of  May,  and  where 
he  was  some  time  detained  by  sickness.  '‘On  his 
arrival  at  Quebec,  (says  again  Tonti,)  he  informed 
the  whole  city  of  his  great  discoveries,  and  of  the 
voluntary  submission  of  so  many  different  Indian 
nations  to  the  power  of  the  king.  A Te  Deum  was 
celebrated  as  a thanksgiving  for  this  happy  accession 
to  the  glory  of  the  crown.  The  eagerness  of  Mr.  de 
La  Salle  to  go  and  make  known  to  the  king  and  his 
ministers  the  success  of  his  travels,  obliged  him  to 
hasten  his  departure.  He  left  Canada  in  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  1683.”  On  his  return  to  France  he 
was  received  with  many  marks  of  distinction  by  the 
king  and  his  ministers,  and  a new  expedition 
was  fitted  out  of  four  vessels  and  nearly  three  hun- 


dred persons,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a colony  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  One  of  these  ships 
was  a frigate  of  the  king,  of  40  guns,  commanded  by 
Mr.  de  Beaujeu,  in  which  La  Salle  himself,  his  bro- 
ther Cavelier,  and  the  principal  persons  belonging 
to  the  expedition  embarked.  Another  was  a smaller 
armed  vessel,  which  the  king  had  given  to  La  Salle. 
The  third,  a flute  of  three  hundred  tons,  laden  with 
all  the  articles  necessary  for  the  settlement  of  the 
country;  and  the  fourth,  a small  sloop  of  30  tons, 
freighted  for  St.  Domingo,  where  the  expedition 
stopped  on  its  way,  but  before  their  arrival  at  which 
this  last  vessel  was  taken  by  Spanish  cruizers.  This 
expedition  sailed  from  La  Rochelle  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1684. 

They  failed  in  finding  the  mouth  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, their  destination;  an  accident  similar  to  that 
which  had  happened  to  the  first  settlers  of  New- 
England;  and  after  many  disasters,  landed  and  built 
a fort  in  February,  1685,  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of 
St.  Bernard,  or  as  they  call  it,  of  St.  Louis,  and  west- 
ward of  the  river  Colorado.  Beaujeu  returned  with 
the  frigate  to  France;  the  two  other  vessels  were 
lost  in  the  bay;  and  La  Salle,after  several  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  to  find  the  Mississippi,  on  the  12th  of 
January,  1687,  left,  at  his  fort,  twenty  persons,  in- 
cluding seven  women,  under  the  command  of  Le 
Barbier,  and  took  his  departure  -with  sixteen  others, 
to  go  by  land  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  through 
Canada  to  France,  to  seek  further  reinforcement  and 
supplies.  On  this  journey  he  was  basely  assassin- 
ated on  the  19th  of  March,  1687,  by  two  of  his  own 
men,  and  left  a name  among  the  illustrious  discove- 
rers of  the  new  world,  second  only  to  that  of  Columbus 
with  whose  history  and  adventures,  his  own  bear  in 
many  particulars,  a striking  resemblance.  His  bro- 
ther Cavelier,  however,  with  Joutel,  father  Anastase 
and  several  others  of  the  party  with  whom  he  had 
commenced  the  journey,  successfully  accomplished 
it,  arrived  at  the  French  fort  at  the  Illinois,  where 
they  found  Tonti  still  in  command,  after  having  again 
been  down  to  the  mouth  of  M ississippi,  conforma- 
bly to  his  orders  from  La  Salle,  to  meet  the  expedi- 
tion from  Europe,  and  after  waiting  some  time  there, 
returning  to  his  post.  From  the  fort  at  tlie  Illinois, 
Cavelier,  Joutel,  and  father  Anastase,  proceeded  to 
Quebec,  and  thence  returned  to  France,  where  they 
arrived  in  October,  1688,  and  where  Joutel  publish- 
ed the  narrative  of  the  expedition,  to  which  I have 
referred. 

From  this  work  of  Joutel  it  likewise  appears, 
that  tlie  fort  and  colony  left  by  La  Salle  at  the  west- 
ward of  the  Colorado,  was  destroyed,  not  as  you 
state  by  the  Indians,  but  by  the  Spaniards  from 
Mexico;  who,  until  that  time,  had  never  had  any 
settlement  of  any  kind,  nearer  than  Panuco,  and 
who,  by  your  own  account,  had  no  other  right  or 
authority  for  this  act,  than  the  royal  order  of  Phi- 
lip the  Second,  to  exterminate  all  foreigners  pene- 
trating into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  settlements  ofLa  Salle,  therefore,  at  the  head 
of  tlie  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  westward  of  the  river 
which  he  called  Riviere  aux  Boeufs,  but  which  you 
call  Colorado  of  Texas;  was  not,  as  you  have  repre- 
sented it,  the  unauthorized  incursion  of  a private 
adventurer  into  the  territories  of  Spain,  but  an  es- 
tablishment having  every  character  that  could  sanc- 
tion the  formation  of  any  European  colony  upon 
this  continent;  and  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  had 
no  more  right  to  destroy  it  by  a militaiy  force, 
than  the  present  viceroy  would  have,  to  send  an 
army  and  destroy  the  city  of  New-Orleans.  It 
was  a part  of  Louisiana,  discovered  by  La  Salle  un- 
der formal  and  express  authority  from  the  king  of 
France;  and  the  royal  exterminating  order  of  Philip 


NILES’  REGISTEIU-MARCH  28, 1818--RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN.  85 


the  second,  was  but  one  of  the  multitude  of  sangui- 
nary acts  which  signalized  the  reign  and  name  of 
that  monarch,  while  the  name  of  La  Salle  is  entitled 
to  stand  high  in  the  glorious  roll  of  the  benefactors 
of  mankind.  After  this  statement,  founded  upon  the 
most  authentic  documents,  the  foundation  of  the 
presidio  of  Texas,  in  1693,  was  by  your  own  show- 
ing, an  unlawful  encroachment  upon  the  territories  of 
France,  which  by  the  first  ol  the  three  principles 
laid  down  by  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  at  A- 
ranjuez.  and  above  referred  to,  extended  on  the  coast 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  half  way  to  the  nearest  Spa- 
nish settlement  of  Panuco,  namely  to  the  Rio  Bravo. 

Your  “thorough  investigation”  of  the  history  oi  the  original  French 
settlements  at  the  Illinois,  and  the  Arkansas,  is  as  unfortunate,  ana 
as  wide  from  the  facts,  as  all  the  rest  of  your  dissertation  upon  the 
history  of  Louisiana.  The  following  translated  exU'acts  irom  the 
work  entitled  “DernieresDecouvertes,  dans  I’Amerique  Septentri* 
onalede  M.  dela  Salle,  mises  aujour  parM.le  Chevaherde  Tonti, 
gouverneur  du  fort  St.  Louis,  aux  Illinois,”  (Last  discoveriw  in 
North  America,  of  Mr.  de  la  Salle,  published  by  the  chevalier  Ton- 
ti, governor  of  fort  St.  Louis,  at  the  Illinois,  Paris,  i697)  will  fur- 
nish you  more  correct  ideas  upon  the  subject. 

When  La  Salle  left  his  fort  Crevecoeur  on  the  8th  ot  November, 
1680,  to  go  back  to  Canada  for  supplies,  “on  the  third  day  (^ys 
Tonti)  he  arrived  at  the  great  village  of  the  Illinois,  where,  after 
having  observed  the  situation  of  the  country,  in  the  midst  ot 
several  nations  of  the  Miamis,  Kickapoos,  Ainoos,  Mescontaws, 
and  several  others,  watered  by  a beautiful  river,  he  thought  he 
ought  to  build  a fort  upon  a height  commanding  the  whole  country, 
as  well  to  make  himself  master  of  all  these  different  tribes,  as  to 
serve  as  a retreat  and  a rampart  for  our  French  people.”  (p.  94.) 
Mr.  de  la  Salle,  after  learning  that  his  boat  was  “lost,  was  not  in 
the  least  discomposed,  but  wrote  to  me  immediately,  sent  me  u ith 
his  letter  the  plan  of  the  fort  that  hehaddesigned,and  ordered  me 
to  come  and  set  to  work  upon  it  without  delay.”  Tonti  according- 
ly went  and  began  the  building  of  the  fort,  which,  from  various 
untoward  events,  he  was  soon  obliged  to  abandon.  La  Salle  after- 
wards, before  rejoining  Tonti  to  proceed  down  the  river,  went  to 
the  new  fort,  and  left  several  workmen  to  continue,  and  same  sol- 
diers to  guard  it.  But  it  was  upon  his  return  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  on  leaving  Michilimackinac,  to  go  to  France,  that 
he  gave  orders  to  Tonti  to  finish  the  fort. 

“He  charged  n>e  with  the  duty  to  go  and  finish  fort  St.  Louis  of 
whieiihe  gave  me  the  government,  with  a full  power  to  dispose  of 
the  lands  in  >he  neighborhood,  and  left  all  his  ijeople  under 
my  command,  with  the  exception  of  six  Frenchmen,  whom  he 
took  with  him  to  accompany  him  to  Quebec,  We  departed  on  the 
same  day,  he  for  Canada,  and  I for  the  Illinois. 

Tonti  accordingly  finished  the  fort,  round  whicli  a regular  and 
rapid  settlement  wa's  formed;  and  a new  governor  in  Canada,  having 
displaced  him  in  the  command  of  the  fbrt,  he  was  restored  to  it 
through  the  influence  of  La  Salle  by  a regular  commission  from  the 
king,  Louis  the  14th, 

So  much  for  the  settlement  at  the  Illinois.  You  have  seen  that 
when  La  Salle,  in  1683,  retmmeil  to  France,  to  fit  out  the  new  expe- 
dition for  the  mouth  of  the  MississipiJi  . he  ordered  Tonti,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  to  go  down  from  Fort  St.  Louis  and  meet  him  there.  In  the 
autumn  of  1684,  Tonti  was  informed  by  the  governor  of  Canada,  that 
La  Salle  had  sailed  from  La  Rochelle  with  four  ships  for  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  He,  therefore,  took  with  him  forty  men  from  Fort  St.  Louis, 
and  went  down  the  river  to  the  gulf,  where  he  waited  until  Easter 
Monday,  1615,  for  La  Salle’s  arrival.  He  was  obliged  to  go  back 
disappointed,  and  on  his  way  upwards,  when  he  came  to  the  Arkan- 
sas, he  says,  “my  French  companions,  delighted  with  the  beauty  of 
the  climate,  asked  my  permission  to  ^ettle  there.  As  our  intention 
was  only  to  humanize  and  civilize  the  savages,  by  associating  with 
them,  I readily  gave  my  consent.  I formed  the  plan  of  a house  for 
myself  at  the  Arkansas.  I left  ten  Frenchmen  of  my  company  there, 
with  four  Indians,  to  proceed  with  the  building,  and  I gave  them 
leave  to  lodge  there,  themselves,  and  to  cultivate  as  much  of  the  land 
as  they  could  clear.  This  little  colony  has  since  then  so  much  en- 
creased  and  multiplied  that  it  has  become  a resting  place  for  the 
Frenchmen  who  travel  in  that  country.” 

I trust,  sir,  tve  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  independent  and  uncon- 
nected Indian  colonies  of  the  Illinois  and  the  Arkansas;  nor  of  the 
pretended  settlement  of  the  French  there. 

You  consider  the  charter  of  Louis  the  l4thto  Crozat,as  a solitary 
document,  warranted  by  nothing  that  had  preceded,  and  supported 
by  nothing  that  followed  it,  and  you  appear  to  believe  that  the  first 
expedition  to  Louisiana,  was  that  of  1699  and  1700.  I have  shown 
you,  sir,  that  that  expedition  was  fitted  out,  as  it  is  represented  in 
the  grant  to  Crozat.  merely  to  carry  into  execution  the  project  ori 
ginally  formed  by  La  Salle,  The  Mississippi,  from  near  its  source 
to  the  ocean,  had  been  discovered  by  him  in  an  expedition  raeditat. 
ed  by  him  for  many  years  before,  for  which  he  had  obtained  the  au- 
thority from  I.ouis  the  14th,  through  the  infiuenee  and  patronage  of 
Colbert.  The  expedition  of  Joliet,  in  1673,  Hennepin  says,  was  on- 
ly an  envious  rival  attempt,  to  fmestal  the  great  design  which  was 
even  then  known  to  be  intended  by  La  Salle,  and  for  which,  he  had 
already  been  making  laborious  and  expensive  preparations,  Joliet 
reached  the  Mississippi  and  returned  without  making  any  other  dis- 
covery or  any  settlement;  but  La  Salle’s  undertaking  has  every  cha- 
racteristic of  sublime  genius,  magnanimous  enterpiize,  and  heroic 
execution.  To  him,  and  to  him  alone,  the  people  of  this  continent 
are  indebteil  for  the  discovery,  from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  father  of  the  floods;  and  of  the  numberless  millions 


of  freemen  destined  in  this  and  future  ages  to  sail  on  his  bosom,  and 
dwell  along  his  banks,  and  those  of  his  tributary  streams,  there  is 
not  one,  but  will  be  deeply  indebted  for  a large  portion  of  the  com- 
forts and  enjoyments  of  life,  to  the  genius  and  energy  of  La  Salle. 

It  was  in  the  order  of  Providence,  that  he  should  not  live  to  ac- 
complish the  whole  of  his  undertaking,  but  that  he  should  so  nearly 
accomplish  it,  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  power  of  events,  that  it 
should  perish  with  him.  His  project  was  revived  immediately  after 
the  peace  of  Ryswick,  and  settlements  were  effected  by  d’Iberville 
and  his  brother,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  upon  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  They  languished,  as  they  natmly  must,  during  the  war  of 
the  Spanish  succession.  The  grant  to  Crozat,  after  a few  years,  was 
transferred  to  the  Mississippi  company,  and  soon  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  the  city  of  New-Orleaiis  was  founded. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  could  have  exter- 
minated d’Iberville  and  his  expedition,  no  French  settlement  on  the 
gulf  would  have  been  made.  The  Spanish  establishment  at  Pensa- 
cola had  been  made  only  one  month  before  he  arrived  there,  and 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  him.  I'he  Spaniards  protesteci 
even  against  his  entering  the  Mississippi.  So  it  was  afterwards,  rvheii 
the  French  settlement  was  made  at  Natchitoches;  immediately  af- 
terwards, was  founded  the  post  at  Adaes.  Wherever  a Frenchman 
took  a seat  there  appeared  a Spaniard  from  Mexico  to  dispute  his 
right  to  it;  but  the  original  usurpation,  which  visited  all  those  that 
followed,  was  the  foundation  of  the  Presidio  of  Texas,  after  extir- 
pating the  settlement  of  La  Salle  at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard.  And 
so  far  was  France  from  renouncing  or  abdicating  any  part  of  the 
right  asserted  in  the  charter  to  Crozat,  that  under  the  Mississippi 
company  Mr.  de  Bourraon  was  appointed,  with  a salary,  as  comman- 
dant on  the  Missouri,  and  Bernard  la  Harpe,  commandant  fbr  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard.  In  -August,  1741,  he  went  there,  and  left  a new 
impression  of  the  arms  of  France,  as  a continued  assertion  of  the 
title.  A vessel  commanded  by  Berenger,  had  been  sent  there,  and 
had  left  a sergeant  and  three  men  the  year  before.  The  correspon- 
dence between  De  la  Harpe  and  d’Alarconne,  shows  tlie  respective 
claims  both  of  France  and  Spain  at  that  time,  nor  do  they  appear  to 
have  been,  nor  have  you  exhibited  any  document  to  show  that  they 
had  been,  in  any  manner  varied,  until  the  cession  of  the  province  to 
Spain,  in  November,  1762. 

You  affirm,  that  “from  the  year  1693  the  province  of  Texas  has 
continued  in  perfect  tianquility  under  the  Spanish  government,  and 
no  further  attempts  were  made  by  the  French  to  penetrate  into  any 
part  of  it.”  The  letter  of  M.  de  la  Harpe  to  don  Martin  d’Alarcoii- 
ne,  of  8th  July,  1719,  is  sufficient  to  refute  this  assertion. 

You  assert,  that  the  French  settlements  of  Natchez  and  Natchi- 
toches, were  made  only  through  the  sufferance  or  permission  of  the 
Spanish  governors,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians. 
We  say  that  you  have  not  a particle  of  evidence,  to  support  this  as- 
sertion, and  that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  historical  evidence  is  to  the 
contrary;  that  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  particularly,  was  established 
with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  preventing  a Spanish  establishment 
there,  and  that  the  niission  of  St.  Michel  at  the  Adaes,  was  founded 
after  it,  and  in  opposition  to  it.  You  admit,  yourself,  that  although 
positive  orders  were  issued  by  the  Spanish  governors,  to  drive  the 
French  from  the  whole  district,  and  to  destroy  both  the  posts  of 
Natchez  and  Natchitoches,  yet  I he  officer  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  orders,  alter  advancing  with  a sufficient  force  for  iliat  purpose, 
acceded  to  the  inoposals  of  the  French  at  Natchitoches,  that  Arroyo 
Hondo,  midway  between  Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  should  be  consi- 
dered as  the  dividing  line,  until  the  detennination  of  the  two  courts. 
Which  state  of  things  you  say  continued  until  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana to  Spain  in  1702.  What  clearer  proof  could  be  required,  that 
the  French  never  renounced  tlieir  claim  to  the  countries  watered  by 
the  Mississippi  and  its  branches;  and  tliat  Spain  has  nothing  to  op- 
pose  to  tliat  claim,  which  she  might  not  witli  as  much  force  oppose 
to  the  right  of  France  to  every  other  part  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana  ? 

You  allege,  that  upon  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  a memoir 
of  its  proper  extent  and  limits  was  drawn  np  by  Mr.  Keilet,  xvho 
had  been  many  years  governor  of  the  province,  and  delivered  by  the 
dulse  de  Choiseul  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  as  a supple- 
ment to  the  act  of  cession.  That  tliis  memoir  contained  (.a  descrip- 
tion of  its  proper  extent  and  limits,  and  agreed  substantially  with 
your  assertions.  Permit  me  to  observe,  tliat  had  you  produced  the 
memoir  itself,  it  might  be  a subject  of  reply  or  of  remark;  that  not 
liaving  produced  it,  you  cannot  expect  it  should  be  considered  as 
possibly  differing  in  substance  from  the  charter  of  Louis  the  four- 
teenth, by  which  alone  Louisiana  had  been  held,  or  from  the  subse- 
quent memoir  of  tlie  Count  de  Vergennes;  and  that  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  can  as  little  be  affected  by  secret  memoirs,  as  by 
imaginary  treaties  or  exterminating  royal  orders  of  Philip  the  second. 
With  regard  to  your  offer  of  further  demonstrations  of  the  Spanish 
title,  if  they  are  of  the  like  description  with  these,  you  will  do  well 
to  spare  yourself  and  me  the  waste  of  time,  vvhich  it  would  take  to 
produce  and  to  notice  them.  You  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me, 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  your  master,  that  Spain  has  an  indi  sputable 
right  to  all  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  that  Ids  masjesty 
has  resolved  to  claim  it,  solely  with  a view  to  adhere  to  thie  uti 
p'ossidetis  of  1764  If,  sir,  you  will  exhibit  any  evidence  of  right  in 
Spain  to  the  right  bank  of  tJie  Mississippi,  it  will  be  considered  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  attention  to  wjiicfi 
it  can  be  entitled.  In  the  mean  time  you  cannot  but  perceit  e , that 
this  pretention  is  utterly  incompatible  botli  with  that  advanced  in 
another  part  of  your  note,  of  a right  in  Spain  to  the  whole  cii  eimi.- 
ferenceof  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  aud  with  that  of  the  uti  possidetis  of 
1764. 

Tlie  question  of  disputed  boundaries  between  European  settle- 
ments in  America  is  not  new.  From  the  nafure  of  those  settlements , 
the  imperfect  geographical  knowletlge,  possessed  by  all  the  parties  lo 
them,  of  the  countries  where  they  formed  their  establishments,  and 
the  grasping  spirit  by  which  they  were  all  more  or  less  animated  in 
forming  them,  it  was  inevitable  that  disputed  boundaries  should  be 
an  appendage  to  them  afi.  Of  this  spirit  of  fcoimdless  ambition,  Spain 
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gave  tlie  most  memorable  example, by  tbe  original  pretension  of  en- 
grossing  to  lierself  tlie  whole  American  hemisphere.  The  common 
sense  and  common  feeling  of  mankind  could  not  and  did  not  long 
tolerate  this  assumption.  With  what  lingering  reluctance,  and  by 


It  may  he  proper  here  to  present  some  obvious  remarks  upon 
the  frequent  appeals  to  the  opinions  and  assertions  of  France 
(under  the  government  of  Napoleon)  in  reference  to  the  contro- 
versy between  the  .United  States  and  Spain,  which  were  made 


what  ungracious  gradations  Spain  was  compelled  to  recede  from  it,  jby  Mr.Cevallos  at  Aranjuez,  in  1805,  and  which  are  now  repeated 
is  lu.'torious  in  the  annals  of  the  last  three  centuries;  but  it  is  among  j by  you , with  as  much  confidence  as  if  you  considered  France,  as 
the  most  curious  characteristics  of  your  notes  to  show,  that  she  clings  ;then  governed,  the  most  impartial  of  umpires,  and  the  most  disin- 
to  these  long  exploded  pretensions  still.  You  have  not  scrupled,  | terested  of  friends. 


even  at  this  day , to  style  the  most  ancient  settlements  of  othp 
Eiappean  nations  in  America,  “attempts  to  disturb  the  Sj>aniards  in 
their  possessions  in  the  New  World.” 


At  that  time,  when  these  opinions  and  representations  of  France 
wei'i-  alleged  by  Mr.  Cevalios,  they  were  answered  by  the  American 
minntei's  vvitlLthe  firmness  wliich  became  the  representatives  of  a 


You  recall  to  mind  with  exultation,  as  if  pointing  to  the  most  great  and  independent  nation,  and  with  the  sentiment,  at  once  of 
splendid  monuments  of  Spanish  glory,  the  ferociousmss  with  which  itheir  county’s  dignityjand  of  the  respect  due  to  the  government 
they  attacked,  and  made  prisoners,  and  put  to  death,  and  overthrew,  I of  France,  with  which  the  United  States  were  in  amity.  With 
dissipated  and  destroyed  the  forts  and  settlements  of  Francis  Ri-j  regard  to  the  eastern  limits  of  Louisiana,  they  phserved  that  the 
baut,  and  Rene  de  Landonniere,  the  companion  of  Coligny.  You  | question  depending  upon  the  construction  of  a treaty  to  which  the 
recite  with  triumph  the  expedition  of  Alonzo  de  Leon,  to  scour  j United  States  were  a party,  the  opinion  of  France  concerning  it 
the  country  and  hunt  out  the  wretched  remnant  of  the  brave  and  | could  be  of  no  more  weight,  in  itself;  than  that  of  tl»e  United  States, 
eiiterprizing  but  unfortunate  LaSalle’s  establisliment.  You  re-jThat  in  adopting  the  phraseology  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonso, 
cord,  as  one  of  your  proudest  title  deeds,  tbe  rigorous  execution  of  when  France  deolined  substituting  a more  specific  definition  of 
’ ’ boundaries,  the  United  States  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  sub- 


the  sentence  of  a court  martial  upon  the  Spanish  governor  of 
Adaes,  Sandoval,  for  yielding  a musket  shot’s  length  of  ground  to 
the  Freuch  governor  of  Nachitoches,  suffering  under  the  calamity 
of  an  inundation.  You  call  the  whole  colony  of  Louisiana  an  in- 
tvush'e  establishment , style  the  authentic  charter  of  Louis  the  four- 
teenth the  absurd  and  despicable  act  of  a disordered  imagination; 
assert  more  than  once  a right  of  Spain  to  the  whole  circumference 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  , and  talk  of  the  territory  and  dominions  of 
the  crown  of  Spain,  as  if  we  were  living  in  the  age  of  Ferdinand 
the  catholic,  or  of  Charles  the  fifth. 

To  all  such  pretensions  on  the  part  of  Spain,  I am  directed  to 
inform  yon,  that  the  United  States  can  never  accede.  The  pre- 
sident is  willing  to  hope  that  the  time  will  come,  when  j^our 
government  will  become  sensible  of  the,  uselessness  of  resorting  to 
them. 

P'rom  the  time  when  the  establishments  of  European  nations  on 
these  continents  became  common,  and  their  respective  claims  of 
territory  under  the  charters  of  their  sovereigns  were  found  to  inter- 
fere with  one  another,  reason,  justice,  and  necessity  concurred  in 
pointing  out  to  them  certain  riilts  and  principles,  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  their  conflicting  claims.  By  these  rules  and  principlp  we 
are  willing  that  the  question  of  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana 
may  he  decided.  Till  Spain,  who  has  repeatedly  acceded  to  them 
heretofore,  shall  be  prepared  to  abide  by  them  on  this  occasion,  it 
will  be  of  little  avail  to  pursue  a discussion,  upon  which  the  princi- 
pli  sof  the  f)artiesare  utterly  irreconcilable  together. 

With  regard  to  the  third  of  the  subjects  of  difference  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States,  that  remains  to  be  adjusted,  the 
claims  of  indemnification  for  injuries,  losses,  and  damages,  suffered 
by  American  citizens  from  Spanisli  authorities  and  subjects,  and 
within  Spanish  jurisdiction,  I flatter  myself  from  the  tenor  of  your 
note,  devoted  particularly  to  the  consideration  of  this  point,  that 
it  is  not  absolutely  unsusceptible  of  being  brought  to  a favorable 
issue.  You  express  the  willingness  of  your  government  to  resume 
the  unratified  convention  of  1802,  and  to  extend  its  stipulations  to 
the  cases  of  complaint  of  a similar  character  to  those  provided  for 
in  it,  which  have  since  that  time  accrued.  It  is  undoubtedly  the 
intention  of  this  government,  that  its  engagements  should  be  reci- 
procal, and  if  this  was  not  expressly  declared  in  ray  note  of  the 
16th  of  January,  it  was  merely  because  the  president  was  not  aware 
that  any  sucli  claims  of  .Spanish  subjects,  for  indemnities  from 
the  American  government  were  in  existence.  I am  authorized  to 
assure  you  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  including  any  such 
as  may  exist  in  the  coiivernion,  and  in  making  the  United  States 
answerable  for  all  indemnities  which  may  be  justly  due  by  them. 
As  you  have  also  been  empowered  to  include  the  cases  of  injuries 
ami  losses  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  ot  the 
suppression  by  the  Spanish  intendant  of  the  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, as  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  27th  October,  1795,  it  cannot 
be  necessary  for  me  to  reply  to  your  objections  against  the  admis- 
sion of  those  claims.  I the  more  readily  pass  over  that  argument, 
because,  as  it  is  merely  a repetition  of  what  was  urged  on  the  same 
point  by  Mr.  Cevalios  in  1805,  it  may  suffice  to  refer  jou,  for  a 
full  and  complete  refutation  of  it,  to  the  letter  from  Messrs  Pinck- 
ney and  Monroe  to  him,  26lh  February  of  that  year. 

But  even  upon  this  brs  ich  of  the  negociation,  it  is  with  regret 
that  the  president  perceives  a persevering  determination  of  your 
government,  to  exelucle  from  tlie  consideration  ot  the  commission- 
ers for  settling  Indemniiies,  the  cases  of  American  sufferers  by 
French  sjioliaiions  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  In 
answir  to  your  reference  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Cevalios  on  this 
point,  in  his  notes  to  Messrs,  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  of  10th  Feb- 
rnary,  and  5 [4]  March,  1805,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  refer 


jected  themselves  to  the  subsequent  explanatory  restriction  by 
France,  of  tlmt  which  she  then  chose  to  leave  standing  upon  the 
force  of  the  terms  tiiemselves;  and  that,  the  delivery  of  the  province 
by  tlie  commissioner  of  France  to  th  - United  States,  having  been 
without  any  limitation,  it  was  obvious  that  he  had  recieved  it  alike 
without  limitation. 

With  respect  to  the  French  spoliations  within  Spanish  jurisdic- 
tion, while  tlie  interest  of  France  was  so  immediate  and  direct,  as 
to  take  from  her  opinion  all  right  to  the  consideration  dm^  to  an 
impartial  arbitrator,  it  was  supposed  that  the  proper  view  of  the 
subject  had  not  been  presented  to  the  emperor;  and  the  most  un- 
equivocal demonstration  was  given,  that  no  indemnity  or  satis- 
faction had  been  received,  or  even  demanded,  from  France,  by 
the  United  States,  for  this  description  of  injuries. 

At  this  day  your  government  must  be  aware  that  the  umpirage', 
and  even  the  opinions,  of  France  upon  these  questions,  was  liable 
to  other  and  still  more  decisive  objections.  Of  the  use  which  France 
was  already  making,  aad  Vvas  further  contemplating  to  make,  of 
Spain,  of  her  revenues  and  possessions,  not  only  in  Europe,  but 
ill  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe,  little  needs  to  be  said.  That 
she  was  converting  to  purposes  of  her  own  all  the  resources  of 
Spain,  has  been,  since  then,  too  signally  manifested  to  the  world 
to  require  further  elucidation.  It  was  impossible  for  her  to  recog- 
nize that  Spain  was  bound  to  indemnify  the  United  States  for  the 
spoliations  of  French  cruizers  within  Spanish  jurisdiction,  without 
acknowledging  herself  the  debtor  of  Spaiu  to  the  same  amount. 
To  call  for  her  testimony,  therefore,  was  to  claim  her  as  a witness 
in  her  own  cause;  to  appeal  to  her  opinions  was  to  make  her  the 
judge  of  her  own  delinquencies.  By  countenancing  Spain  in  the 
denial  of  justice  to  others,  she  did  hut  reserve  her  as  a richer^  spoil 
for  herself;  nor  can  it  be  dissembled,  that  the  recourse  of  Spain,  on 
that  occasion,  was  rather  to  the  predominating  power  than  to  the 
justice  of  France.  These  observations  are  made,  not  with  the 
view  of  reproaching  Spain  now,  for  the  compliances  with  which 
she  then  sought  and  obtained  the  declarations  of  France  in  her 
favor,  upon  her  controversies  with  the  United  States,  hut  to  show 
tbe  solid  and  irrefragable  grounds  upon  which  the  United  States 
may  refuse  all  deference  for  the  opinions,  and  disclaim  all  credit 
to  the  statements  of  France. 

At  the  time  when  France  had  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  her  good  offices  with  Spain  to  secure  the  acquisition  of 
Florida  tb  the  United  States,  had  been  explicitly  promised.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Talleyrand  of  8th  November,  1804,  in 
reminding  him  of  that  engagement,  had  sufficiently  shown,  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  calliug  upon  France  for 
the  performance  of  her  promise,  had  no  intention  of  admitting  her 
to  arbitrate  upon  the  extent  of  the  concession  which  had  been 
made  by  herself.  True  it  is  that  she  not  only  espoused  the  side  of 
Spain,  as  considering  it  her  own,  but  she  even  stimulated  Spain, 
to  the  denial  of  justice  to  the  United  States.  As  her  motives,  if 
Spain  could  be  doubtful  of  them  then,  must  be  abundantly  noto- 
rious now,  it  could  scarcely  have  been  expected  that  Spain  should 
still  recur  to  them,  as  entitled  to  the  slightest  consideration  or  credit. 

There  is  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  more  firmly  estab- 
lished that  that  which  entitles  the  property  of  strangers,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a country  in  friendship  with  their  own,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  its  sovereign,  by  all  the  elforts  in  his  power.  This  com- 
mon rule  of  intercourse  between  all  civilized  nations,  has,  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  further  and  solemn  sanction  of 
an  express  stipulation  by  treaty.  In  violation  both  of  the  com- 
mon usage  of  nations,  and  of  the  express  promise  of  Spain  in  the 
treaty,  nearly  two  hundred  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  belonging  to 


you  to  their  letters  to  him  of  28tii  January,  I2th  and  26th  Feb.  8thj  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  seized,  many  of  them  within 
March,  9tli  April,  and  !2th  May,  with  the  statement  then  made  by;  the  territorial  limits  of  Spain,  and  under  the  cannon  of  her  for- 
thv  m of  Fn-neli  capturt's  of  American  vessels  carried  into  tbe  ports  j tresses,  by  French  cruizers;  and  all  of  them  were  condemned  with- 
of  Spain, and  the demonstrafinii  that  no  indemnity  for  any  one  of;  in  Spanish  jurisdictiou. 

those  tases  had  even  been  demanded  by  the  American  government,!  You  allege— Fim,  that  Spain  has,  in  the  cases  to  which  refer- 
of  Fi  ance,  much  less  provided  for  in  the  conventions  hetw'een  the!  ence  is  now  made,  actually  carried  into  effect  the  obligations  con- 
Uniti  d States  and  France,  of  1800  and  1803.  When  you  say  that i tracteil  hj'  treaty;  that  she" has  used  all  her  efforts  for  the  defence 
“no  reply  was  made  on  the  part  cf  the  United  States,  weakening!  and  pi'otection  of  this  property.  But  in  what  have  these  efforts 
in  thf  least  the  force  of  the  principles  and  the  truth  of  the  facts,  consisted?  These  were  not  cases  of  vessels  seized  by  sudden  vio- 
oii  wliieli  the  opposition  of  Spain  to  a resposihility  for  those  daina.  lence  and  carried  away  beyond  her  jurisdiction,  before  the  officers, 
ges  and  iiije.ries  was  I'oiintkd,”  it  is  impossible  to  account  for  your  appointed  ffir  the  execution  of  her  law's,  could  be  apprized  of  the 
assertion,  hut  by  supposing  you  have  not  been  furnished  by  your  wrong,  and  summoned  to  the  performance  of  tlieir  duties.  They 
guvemment  w'itli  a copy  of  the  above  mentioned  statement.  I are  not  cases  of  clandestine  depredations,  eluding  the  vigilance  of 
tiiereuMe  now  enclose  (E.  5.)  a copy  of  it,  in  wliicli  you  will  find  the  magistrates;  they  are  cases  of  friendly  merchants  and  naviga- 
liow  grossly  mistaken,  with  regani  to  the  facts,  are  all  the  ailega-  tors  frequenting  the  ports  of  Spain,  upon  the  fiiitli  of  treaties,  and 
tions  in  the  letter  of  the  French  minister  of  foreign  relations  to  ad-  fiir  porposesof  a mutual  beneficial  intercourse,  seized,  some  o f 
miral  Gravina,  of  27th  July,  I8<i4,  of  which  you  have  inserted  in  : them  in  the  very  harbors  of  Spain,  by  foreign  cruizers,  dragged 
your  note  an  entire”  copy,  and  of  which  Mr.  Cevalios  had  already  ion  Spanish  ground  before  a foreign  consul,  and  there  plundered 
favored  Messrs  Pineknev  and  Monroe  with  an  extract.  ] 
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of  their  property,  before  the  face  of  the  lawful  authoriesot  Soain> 
who  neither  rais«i  a voice  nor  lift  an  arm  for  their  defence.  What 
tJien  liave  been  all  the  efforts  of  Spain  for  the  protection  of  this 
property,  conformably  to  the  treaty? 

You  Secondly,  that  Spain  was  not  responsiiile  for  these  de- 
predations, because  they  were  made  by  a nation  with  vvhich  the 
United  States  Wycre  not  at  war;  and  this  you  say  immediately  after 
quoting  the  words  of  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  expressly  stipu- 
lating protection  and  defence  in  the  ports  of  Spain  to  the  vessels 
and  other  effects  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  “whether  they 
are  at  war,  or  not^  with  the  power  whose  subjects  have  taken  pos- 
session of  said  effects.” 

You  observe— TAirr/?!/,  That  France  and  Spain  ivere  then  allies, 
i n a war  against  Kngland;  and  that  Spain  could  not  prevent  the 
privateers  of  her  ally  from  entering  her  ports.  But  it  is  not  that 
the  French  privateers  were  allowed  to  enter  the  ports  of  Spain,  of 
which  the  United  States  complain,  but  that  they  were  suffered 
to  make  prizes,  and  the  French  consuls  to  condemn  them,_vyithin 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  You  refer  to  the  decision  of 
a subordinate  British  court  of  admiralty,  that  the  jirizes  of  a bel- 
ligerent maybe  carried  into  the  ports  of  an  all}’,  and  there  law- 
fully condemned;  but  surely  you  do  not  mean  to  contend,  that  the^ 
decisions  of  an  admiralty  court  of  one  nation  constitute  the  law  of 
nations,  or  can  even  be  adduced  as  authority  for  others.  Of  this 
principle  at  least,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  an  alliance  between 
two  nations  cannot  absolve  either  of  them  from  the  obligations  of 
previous  treaties.  Now  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  by  which  Spain  was  bound  to  protect  the  property  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  within  her  jurisdiction,  was  concluded  before  the  al- 
liance between  Spain  and  France  had  been  contracted;  and  the  al- 
liance could  in  no  wise  impair  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  the  protection  of  their  property,  stipulated  in 
their  favor  by  the  antecedent  engagement  of  Spain. 

Your  fourth  and  last  expedient,  for  relieving  Spain  from  respon- 
sibility for  these  losses  and  injuries,  suffu-edby  American  citizens 
upon  her  territory,  is  the  positive  assertion,  that  satisfaction  has 
already  been  made  fbr  them  by  France;  your  only  voucher  for 
which  is  the  letter  of  the  27th  July,  1304,  t'rom  Mr.  Talleyrand  to 
admiral  Gravina.  The  assertions  of  that  letter  I have  shown,  by 
reference  to  indisputable  documents,  are  utterly  without  founda- 
tion. 

Your  subsequent  offer,  of  the  good  offices  of  your  government, 
near  that  of  the  present  court  of  France,  to  obtain  indeirinities for 
American  citizens  for  French  deprepations  committed  within  S]>a- 
nish  jurisdiction,  by  virtue  of  an  alliance  between  Spain  and  Napo- 
leon, yon  doubtless  did  not  expect  to  be  accepted.  It  is  to  Spain 
alone,  sir,  that  the  United  States  still  look,  and  will  continue  to 
look,  as  they  always  have  looked,  for  those  indemnities,  for  which 
Spain  alone  is  responsible  to  them.  I am  instructed  to  reiiew  to  you 
the  declaration,  repeatedly  made  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
Stat^  to  your  government  at  Aranjuez,  in  1805,  that  no  satisfacto- 
ry arrangement  can  be  made  of  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries,  which  shall  not  include  the  adjustment  of  these  hijuries. 

Before  bringing  this  reply  to  your  four  successive  notes  to  a close, 
it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  several  incidental  assertions  and  remarks, 
which  you  have  made  in  relation  to  the  negociation  at  Aranjuez, 
equally  destitute  of  foundation,  with  the  claims  and  pretensions,  to 
which  this  letter  has  already  replied. 

In  your  note  of  the  29th  December  you  affirm,  that  the  negocia- 
tion at  Aranjuez  was  “early  interrupted,”  and  in  that  of  the  24th  Ja- 
nuary, to  confirm  the  assettion,  that  if  all  the  differences  between 
the  two  countries  have  not  long  since  been  adjusted,  it  has  not  de- 
pended upon  tlife  government  of  Spain,  you  say  that  this  is  “evident, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  denial,  from  the  official  correspondence 
between  his  catholic  majesty’s  minister  of  slate  and  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  American  government  who  suspended  and  gave  up 
the  negociation  at  Aranjuez,  .after  having  obstinately  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  raodibcations  founded  on  strict  justice,  which  were  propos- 
ed by  the  Spanish  government.” 

The  negociation  of  the  special  mission  of  the  United  States  at 
Aranjuez,  in  1805,  occupied  a period  of  nearly  five  months,  from  the 
beginning  of  January,  when  Mr,  Monroe  arrived  at  Madrid,  to  the 
22d  of  May,  wlien  he  took  leave  of  the  king,  to  return  to  London.— 
In  his  address  to  the  king  on  that  occasion  he  said,  “on  my  arrival 
here,  I had  the  honor  to  assure  your  majesty,  of  the  high  considera- 
tion of  my  government  for  your  majesty’s  person  and  government. 
I then  hoped  to  have  had  ffie  honor  to  conclude  the  special  mission 
Avith  which  I was  charged  in  conjunction  with  the  minister  iilenipo- 
tentiary  near  your  majesty,  to  the  advantage  and  satisfaction  of  both 
Iiariies;  but  being  disappointed  in  this  respect,  all  our  propositions 
having  been  i ejected,  a'.d  none  others  ever  offered  on  the  part  of 
tjour  majestifs  governmeut.  though  often  invited,  it  is  my  duty  to 
return  to  my  station  at  London.” 

This  assertion,  made  to  the  king  of  Spain  in  person , at  the  close 
of  the  mission,  was  fully  warranted  bj  the  transaction  under  it  — 
Every  one  of  the  topics,  now  included  in  your  notes,  as  embracing 
all  the  subject  of  difference  between  the  two  countries  were  dis- 
cussed at  great  length,  much  in  the  same  manner  which  you  have 
now  insistetl  upon  repeating.  The  questions  of  indemnities  for 
spoll.ations,  Spanish  and  French,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the 
deposite  at  New-Orleans;  of  the  eastern  and  of  the  western  boun- 
dary of  Louisiana,  were  descanted  upon  with  a pertinacity  as  in- 
defatigable by  don  Pedro  Cevallos  as  by  yourself.  He  bestow- 
ed as  many  pages  upon  the  terms  retrocede  and  retrocession  as 
you  have  done.  He  appealed  with  equal  confidence  and  alacrity 
to  the  ofiinions,  and  cited  with  equal  complacency  the  testimonials 
of  the  ministers  of  Napoleon,  and  reminded  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinc  kney,  with  a satisfaction  not  inferior  to  your  ovi  n,  of  the  “very 
pointed”  manner  in  which  the  French  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
M.  Talleyrand,  announced  the  sentiments  of  his  imperial  majesty, 
observed,  that  “to  ore n th*  rights  which  France  had  acquir- 
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mitted  to  the  federal  government.”  To  every  thing  that  had  the 
semblance  of  reason  and  argument,  adduced  in  the  successive  notes 
of  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  American  ministers  temperately  and  patiently 
replied;  they  unfolded  with  a clearmcss  and  precision  to  which  noth  , 
ing  can  now  he  added,  the  claims  of  the  U.  States,  and  the  factsand 
principles  by  which  they  were  supported.  They  proposed,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  negociation,  a project  of  a convention  for 
the  adjustment  of  all  the  interests  in  dispute.  After  all  the  subjects 
had  been  thoroughly  discussed,  they  presented  a second  project, 
modified  in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit  of  accommodation  to  Spain. 
They  invited  and  reiterated,  almost  to  importunity,  the  invitation 
to  a counter  project,  or  proposals  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment. These  unwearied  - fforts  were  met  by  a constant,  inv.a- 
riable,  inflexil)le  refusal  either  to  accept  their  proposals  or  to  make 
to  them  any  whatsoever  in  return. 

You  speak  of  the  titles,  dates,  documents  and  arguments  produced 
on  the“part  of  Spain  at  the  negociation,  incontestably  proving  by 
abundant  and  irresistible  evidence  the  rights  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy to  the  territory  in  question.” 

If  such  had  been  the  facts,  where  would  be  the  pretence  that  tire 
American  ministers  had  prematurely  suspended  or  given  up  the 
neg')ciation?  But  Mr,  Cevallos  produces  no  such  titles,  dates  or  do- 
cuments; the  only  title  ever  alleged  by  him  in  support  of  the  pre- 
tensions of  Spain  was  the  title  of  retrocession,  applied  to  the  treaty' 
of  St  lldephon  so;  the  only  date  was  that  of  1690,  which  he  assign- 
ed as  the  period  of  the  first  Spanish  settlement  of  Texas,  which 
date  was  five  years  later  than  the  settlement  of  La  Salle,  at  the 
head  of  tlie  Bay  of  St.  Bernard;  and  the  only  documents  were  the 
dictatorial  and  menacing  testimonials  of  the  French  minister  of 
foreign  relations.  That  all  the  titles,  dates  and  documents  thera 
referred  to,  were  insufficient  in  the  estimation  of  your  <iwn  go- 
vernment to  establish  the  rights  which  you  have  claimed,  is  mani- 
fest from  the  effort  you  have  made  to  bring  forward  others,  anti 
from  the  character  of  those  to  which  yon  have  resorted, an  unknown, 
and  it  is  belKved,  imaginary,  treaty  of  1764,  and  a royal  extermi- 
nating order  of  Philip  the  second. 

You  perceive,  sir,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is 
not  prepared  either  to  renounce  any  of  the  claims  which  it  has  been 
so  long  urging  upon  the  justice  of  Spain,  or  to  acquiesce  in  any 
those  arguments  which  appear  to  you  so  luminous  and  irresistible. 

Determined  to  pursue  the  establishment  of  their  rights,  as  long  as 
by  any  possibility  they  can  be  pursued  through  the  paths  of  jOeure, 
they  have  acquiesced,  as  the  message  of  the  president  at  the  com- 
msneement  ot  the  present  session  of  congress  has  informed  you, in 
that  policy  of  Spain,  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  the  amicable 
ad  justment  ot  these  interests,  not  from  an  insensibility  to  their  im- 
portance to  tins  union,  nor  from  any  indifference  to  the  object  of 
being  upon  cordial  terms  of  harmony  with  Spain,  but  because  peace 
is  among  the  dearest  and  most  earnest  objects  of  their  policy;  and 
because  thej  have  considered,  and  still  consider  it,  more  congenial 
to  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  both, 
nations,  to  wait  for  tiie  favorable  operation  of  time  upon  the  preju- 
dices and  passions  opposed  to  them,  than  to  resort  to  the  unneces- 
sary agency  of  force.  After  a lapse  of  thirteen  years  of  patient 
forbearance,  in  waiting  for  the  moment  when  Spain  should  find  it 
expedident  to  meet  their  constant  desire  of  bringing  to  a happy 
and  harmonious  termination  all  the  conflicting  interests  betweeia 
them,  it  will  need  little  additional  effort  to  wait  somewhat  lor.ger 
with  the  same  expectation.  The  president  deems  this  course  evea 
more  advisable,  than  that  of  referring  the  questions  pending  be-s 
tween  the  two  nations  to  the  arbitrament  or  mediation  of  one  or 
more  friendly  European  powers,  as  you  baVe  been  anihorized 
propose.  'I'he  statement  in  your  not'^of  the  lOtb  of  February,  i?i 
reference  to  this  subject,  is  hot  altogetlier  correct.  It  is  not  the 
British  government  which,  on  this  occasion,  has  off  red;  but  yom- 
governnient,  which,  wiibcjiit  fi.-t  consulting'  or  asking  the  concur- 
rence ot  the  United  States,  has  requested  the  mediation  of  Grea.t 
Britain.  The  British  government,  as  must  be  well  known  to  you 
have  declined  the  oifer  of  their  mediation,  unless  it  shouid  be  re 
quested  by  both  parties;  and  have  eommuiiicat-  d to  tiie  govern-, 
ment  of  the  United  States,  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  Spain. 
The  president  has  thougiit  proper,  from  motives  wliich  he  has  no 
doubt  will  be  deemed  satisfactory  both  to  great  Britain  and  Spain, 
to  decline  uniting  in  this  request.  He  is,  Indeed,  fniiy  persuaded^ 
that,notwitlislanding  any  prepossessions  which  the  Britisb  govern- 
ment may  have  heretofore  entertaified  wills  regard  to  any  of  tlie 
points  in  controversy,  they  would  have  been  emireiv  discarded  in 
assuming  the  office  of  a mediator.  But  it  has  hitherto  been  the 
policy  botfi  of  Europe  ami  of  the  United  States,  to  keep  aloof  flora 
the  general  federative  system  of  each  other,  l lte  European  states 
are  combined  together, and  connected  with  one  another  by  a multi- 
tude of  important  interests  and  relations,  with  which  the  United 
States  have  no  concern,  with  which  they  have  always  mamfested  the 
determination  not  to  interfere,  and  of  which,  no  communication  be- 
ing made  to  them  by  the  governments  of  Europe,  they  have  not  in- 
formation, competent  to  enable  them  to  estimate  their  extent  ard 
bearings,  'i’he  United  States,  in  justice  to  themselves,  in  justice  to 
that  harmony  which  they  earnestly  desire  to  cultivate  with  ail  the 
powers  of  Europe,  in  justice  to  that  fundamental  system  of  poliev 
which  forbids  tljcm  from  entering  the  iabyrimh  of  Kuropcan  irolitic’s., 
must  decline  soliciting  or  acceding  to  the  interference  of  any  other 
government  of  Europe,  for  the  st  ulement  of  their  differences  with 
Spain. 

But  however  discouraging  the  tenor  and  character  of  your  recent 
notes  has  been  to  the  hopes,  whicli  the  promises  and  professions  of 
your  government  h id  excited,  that  the  time  for  adjustment  of  thes» 
differences  willi  Spain,  herself,  bad  at  iengtii  arrived,  the  Unitt'd 
States  will  not  abandon  the  expectation. tliat  moie  correct  views  of 
the  subject  win  ul:iiiiat.-ly  be  suggested  to  your  govenmsent,  and 
they  will  always  be  disjiosed  to  nie.et  ihem  iii  tlie  spirit  of  justice 
and  amity.  With  regard  to  those  parts  of  the  province  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  have  been  incorporated  w jihia  tlie  state  of  that  name,  it  ia 


88  NILES’  REGISTER— MARCH  28, 1818— RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 


time  that  the  discussion  should  cease.  Forming  part  of  the  territory 
of  a sovereign  and  independent  state  of  this  union,  to  dispose  of 
them  is  not  within  the  competency  of  the  executive  government  of 
tire  United  States,  nor  will  the  discussion  be  hereafter  continued. 
But  if  you  have  proposals  to  make,  to  which  it  is  possible  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  listen,  with  a prospect  ot  bringing 
them  to  any  practicable  conclusion,  I am  authorized  to  receive  them 
and  to  conclude  with  you  a treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  all  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  nations,  upon  terras  which  may  be  satisfac 
tory  to  both. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  for  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island, 
the  messages  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  congress, 
and  my  letter  to  you  of  16th  January,  have  given  the  explanations 
whicii,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  government,  'fhe 
exposed  and  feeble  situation  of  that  island,  as  well  as  of  the  remain- 
der ot  East  Florida,  with  their  local  position  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  U.  Sta'es,  have  always  been  among  the  primal^  inducements  of 
the  United  States,  for  urging  to  Spain  the  expediency  to  the  interests 
of  both  nations,  that  Spain  should  cede  them  for  a just  and  suitable 
equivalent  to  the  United  States.  In  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1805,  from  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  to  Mr,  Cevallos,  the 
following  passage  statids  prominent  among  the  arguments  used  by 
them  to  that  effect,  ‘‘Should  Spain,”  say  they  “not  place  a strong 
force  in  Florida.it  will  not  escape  your  excellency’s  attention,  that 
it  will  be  much  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  taken  possession  of 
by  some  other  power,  who  might  wish  to  hold  it  with  very  different 
views  towards  Spain,  than  those  which  animate  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  Without  a strong  force  being  there,  it  might  even 
become  an  asylum  for  adventurers  and  freebooters,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  both  nations.” 

You  know,  sir,  how  far  the  events,  thus  anticipated, and  poin'ed  out 
so  early  as  in  January,  J805,  to  the  prudent  forecast  of  Spain,  have 
been  realized.  Pensacola  has  been  occupied  by  another  power,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  from  it  against  the  United  States, 
and  Amelia  Island  has  been  occupied  by  adventurers, to  the  great 
annoyance  of  both  nations,  and  to  all  others  engaged  in  lawful  com 
merce  ujion  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Before  these  events  occurred,  the 
congress  of  tlie  United  States,  aware  of  tlie  great  and  growing  dan- 
ger of  them,  which  had  been  so  long  before  disiinctly  foreseen,  had 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  executive  government,  in  the  case  of  such  a 
contingency,  to  take  the  temporary  possession  of  the  country  which 
might  be  necessary,  to  avert  the  injuries  that  must  result  from  it. 
Amelia  Island  was  taken,  not  from  the  iJossessioii  of  Spain,  hut  of 
those  from  whom  she  had  been  equally  incapable  of  keeping  or  of 
recovering  its  possession,  and  who  were  using  it  for  purposes  incom- 
patible with  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the  United  States.  No  pur- 
j)Ose,  either  of  taking  or  of  retaining  it  as  a conquest  from  Spain,  has 
ever  been  entertained;  and  unless  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United 
StaJes,  it  will  be  restored  whenever  the  danger  of  its  being  again  thus 
occupied  and  misused  shall  have  ceased. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the  proposal  that  the  United  States  should 
take  any  further  measures  tlian  those  already  providetl  by  law  for 
preventing  armaments  hostile  to  Spain  within  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  is  inadmissable.  The  measures  already  taken, and 
the  laws  already  existing  against  all  hostile  armaments  within  our 
jurisdiction,  incompatible  with  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  are  suf- 
ficient for  its  preservation;  and  the  necessary  means  will  continue  to 
l|»e  used,  as  they  have  been,  to  carry  them  faithfully  into  excution. 

I have  the  hon or  to  be  with  great  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi 
ent  and  very  humble  servantj  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

A.  1. 

Don  Martin  D'' Alarconne,  toM.de  la  Harpe. 

Monsieur,— lam  very  sensible  of  the  politenessthatM.de  Bien- 
ville and  yonrsdf  have  had  the  goodness  to  show  to  me.  The  or- 
ders I have  received  from  the  king,  my  master,  are  to  maintain  a 
good  understanding  with  the  French  of  Louisiana;  my  own  inclina- 
tions lead  me  equally  to  afford  them  all  the  services  that  depend 
upon  me.  But  I am  compelled  to  say,  that  your  arrival  at  the 
Nassonite  village,  surprizes  me  very  much. 

Your  governor  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  post  you  occupy 
belongs  to  my  government,  and  that  all  the  lands  west  of  the 
Nassonites  depend  upon  New  Mexico. 

I counsel  you  to  give  advice  of  this  to  M.  Bienville,  or  x'ou  will 
force  me  to  oblige  you  to  abandon  lands  that  the  French  have  no 
right  to  occupy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  (Signed)  D’ALARCONNE. 

Trinity  river.  May  20, 1719. 


C.  3. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1721,  M.  de  la  Harpe  received  the  follow 
mg  order: 

We,  John  Baptiste  de  Bienville,  Chevalier  of  the  military  order 
of  St.  Louis,  and  commandant  general  for  the  king  in  the  province 
of  Louisiana: 

It  is  hereby  decreed,  that  M.  de  la  Harpe,  commandant  of  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard,  shall  embark  in  the  pack;^t  the  Subtile,  com- 
manded by  Beranger,  with  a detachment  of  twenty  soldiers,  under 
M.de  la  Belile,  and  shall  proceed  torlhwith  to  the  hay  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, belonging  to  this  province,  and  take  possessiomiii  the  name 
of  the  king,  and  the  west  company  shall  plant  the  arras  of  the 
king  in  the  ground  and  build  a fort  upon  whatever  spot  appears 
most  advantageous  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

If  the  Spaniards,  or  any  other  nation  ha^e  taken  possession,  M, 
dela  Harpe  will  signify  to  them,  that  they  have  no  right  to  the 
country,  it  being,  well  known  that  possession  was  taken  in  1685 
by  M.  de  la  Salle,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  France,  &c. 

(Signed)  BIENVILLE.  , 

^ D-  4. 

Extracts,  translated  from  tlx  Diccionnrio  Geografico  Historico 
lie  las  Indias  Occidentales  0 America."  by  colonel  Don  Antonia 
de  Alcedo.  captain  of  the  royal  Spanish  guards,  printed  at  Madrid 
in  1786--17R9,  by  the  permission  of  government,  and  dedicated 
to  the  prince  of  Asturias,  afterwards  Charles  the  Ath. 
Louisiana,"  a province  and  government  of  North  America,  one 
of  the  two,  which  form  New  France,  bounded  on  the  south  by  tl»e 
gulf  of  Mexico;  on  the  north  by  the  river  Illinois  and  the  Indian 
tribes  of  the  Pamasus,  Paoducas,  Osages,  Trorumtes,  Tecagas, 
Chavanons  and  others;  on  the  east  by  West  Florida,  Georgia  and 
Carolina;  and  on  the  west  by  New  Mexico  and  New  Spain.  Its 
extent  from  north  to  south,  is  about  fifteen  degrees;  that  is  to  say, 
from  the  25th  to  the  40th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  from  east  to 
west  10  or  11  degrees  between  86  and  96  west  longitude;  its  limits 
however  not  being  precisely  fixed,  M.  De  Lisle  gives  it  a much 
greater  extent,  particularly  towards  the  north,  where  it  borders  on 
Canada,  and  according  to  him,  it  is  afterwards  bounded  by  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  &c.  and  to  the  west  by  the  river  Bra- 
vo ami  Salado.” 

^'•Misouri,f  AW  Indian  tribe  of  the  province  and  government  of 
Louisiana,  inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  on 
which  a fort  was  built  by  the  French  for  the  defence  of  that  es- 
tablishment.” 

^'‘Natchitoches,  or  Natihetoches,"  as  pronounced  by  some,  a tidbe 
of  Indians  of  the  province  and  government  of  Louisiana  in  North 
America,  living  fifty  leagues  up  the  Red  river,  by  which  name 
they  are  sometimes  called.  This  tribe  has  always  been  friendly 
to  the  French,  and  hostile  to  the  Spaniards;  is  very  numerous,  and 
lias  upwards  of  two  hundred  cabins,  The  French  soldiers  who 
had  completed  their  time  of  service,  settled  in  an  island  in  the  Red 
river,  where  they  built  a fort,  and  called  it  Natchitoches;  but  hav- 
ing planted  tobacco,  and  discovered  that  the  sand  blown  on  it  by 
tile  wind  gave  it  a bad  quality,  they  removed  their  settlement  to 
the  main  land,  where  they  succeeded  in  cultivating  that  plant,  so 
as  to  give  it  a particular  estimation:  it  is  sixty  leagues  from  New 
Orleans.” 

Rouge,"  Red  river, « large  and  rapid  river  of  the  province  and 
government  of  Louiaiana,  in  north  America,  takes  its  rise  about 
the  tribe  of  the  Cannesis,  runs  south  cast,  and  after  receiving  other 
streams,  changes  its  course  to  the  south,  as  far  as  the  tribe  and 
fort  of  Natchitoches,  where  it  again  turns  to  the  southeast,  forms 
several  lakes  and  islands,  and  tiienee  running  eastward,  joins  the 
the  Mississippi  much  increased,  near  where  the  river  empties  into 
the  sea.” 

E.  5. 

Extract  frotn  a pnftcr  communicated  by  Messrs.  Pinckney  and 
Monroe,  to  Mr.  Ccvallo%  dated 

Avanjuez,  \2th  May,  1805, 

“From  the  1st  of  October,  1796,  until  the there 

were  brought  into  the  ports  of  his  catholic  majesty  in  Europe  and 
Africa,  by  the  French,  168  vessels.  , 

Of  the  above  have  been  condemned 74 

Acquitted,  ransomed,  or  compromised  . . . . 23 

Cases  of  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory,  condemned  . 13 

Run  ashore  and  lost  1 

Unaccounted  for  ...  7 

Result  not  known 50 


Monsieur  de  la  Harpe  to  Don  Martin  D"' Alarconne. 
MONSIEUR,— The  order  from  his  catholic  majesty  to  maintain 
a good  understanding  with  the  French  of  Louisiana,  and  the  kind 
intentions  you  have  yourself  expressed  towards  them, accord  but 
little  with  your  proceedings.  Permit  me  to  inform  you,  that  M. 
de  Bienville  is  perfectly  informed  of  the  limits  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  is  very  certain  that  the  post  of  Nassonite  depends  not 
upon  the  dominions  of  his  catholic  majesty.  He  knows  also  that 
the  province  of  Lastekas,of  which  you  say  you  are  governor,  is  a 
part  of  Louisiana.  M.  de  la  Salle  took  possession  in  1685,  in  the 
name  ofhis  most  Christian  majesty;  and  since  the  above  epoch, 
possession  has  been  renewed  from  time  to  time. 

“Respecting  the  post  of  Nassonite,  I cannot  comprehend  by 
what  right  you  pretend  that  it  forms  a part  of  New  Mexico.  I 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  you,  that  Don  Antoine  du  Miroir,  who 
iliscovei'ed  New  Mexico  in  1683,  never  penetrated  east  of  that  pro- 
vince or  the  Rio  Bravo.  It  was  the  French  who  first  made  allian- 
ces with  the  savage  tribes  in  this  region;  and  it  is  natural  to  con- 
clude, that  a river  that  fiows  into  tiie  Mississippi,  and  the  lauds  it 
waters,  helcngs  to  the  king,  my  master. 

“If  you  will  do  me  the  pleasure  to  come  into  this  quarter,  I 
will  convince  you  I hold  a post  I know  how  to  defend. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  DE  LA  HARPE.” 
Nassonite,  July  8,  1719. 


Total,  16S 

A statement  of  the  facts  relative  to  American  vessels  taken  by 
French  privateers,  and  condemned  in  Spanish  ports,  obtained  from 
the  most  authentic  sources.” 

"Of  the  F'reiich  spoliations,  there  have  been  fifty  appeals  from 
the  consularjudgmeiits  ill  Spain  to  the  council  of  prizes  at  Paris, 
of  which  thirty  have  been  released,  nine  condemned,  and  twelve 
are  yet  depending.  Not  one  has  been  paid  in  any  case,  nor  is 
there  a single  case  of  such  spoliations  on  the  list  of  liquidations 
now  at  the  French  treasury,  which  are  to  participate  of  the  twenty 
mi  llious  of  livres,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  their  citi- 
•zens, under  the  treaty  of  1803,  on  account  of  French  spoliations. 
The  American  minister  never  did  demand  payment  of  French 
spoliations  made  in  Spain,  knowing  them  as  sucli.  nor  did  the 
American  agent  ever  demand  it  by  his  order  or  knowledge.  'I'fie 
first  iiitelligence  which  the  American  government  had  o!' appeals 
being  permitted  from  the  French  consular  tribunals  in  Spain,  to 
the  council  of  prizes  in  France,  was  received  from  Spain  herself. 

“As  soon  as  it  was  received,  the  secretary  of  state  wrote  to  the 
American  minister  in  Paris,  to  know  what  the  fact  was,  and  in- 
structed him,  at  the  same  time,  to  prohibit  the  ageut  from  acting 
in  such  cases,  it  having  been,  at  all  times,  tiie  opinion  of  the  go- 
vernment, that  Spain  alone  was  answerable,  of  whom  only  has 
the  recompense  been  demanded.” 
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Negociation  with  I£ollan(L 


President  Adams  has  favored  the  editor  of  the 
Register  with  a sketch  of  Mr,  Otis*  speech  against 
•iorits  of  assistants  in  1761 — which  we  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  laying  before  our  read-:'rs  as  soon 
as  possible.  It  is  a long  as  well  as  an  interesting 
article.  **Then  and  there,”  says  Mr.  Adams,  “the 
child  Independence  was  born:  in  fifteen  years  [viz. 
in  1776]  he  grew  yp  to  manhood  and  declared  him- 
self free.”  [Since  the  above  was  written  we  observe 
that  the  article  referred  to  has  appeared  in  a Bos- 
ton paper,  probably  published  by  the  gentleman 
to  whom  it  was  addressed — but  we  shall  also  pub- 
lish it.] 

By  a great  effort,  and  much  extra  cost,  we  were 
enabled  last  week  to  present  to  our  readers  a com- 
plete copy  of  the  documents  submitted  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  touching  our  relations 
with  Spain,  As  those  papers  made  a heavy  pamph- 
let of  more  than  ninety  pages,  we  were  so  pres- 
sed to  get  the  matter  into  twenty-four  as  to  be 
compelled  to  use  our  small  type  more  freely  than 
we  wished,  and  yet  were  unable  to  reserve  room 
for  one  line  on  any  other  subject.  These  documents, 
however,  must  be  considered  as  important;  and 
probably  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  will  be 
efficiently  acted  upon  by  congress. 

The  fr-st  object  of  the  Register  must  not,  on  any 
account,  be  neglected — and  this  sheet  is  chiefly 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  lee-vtay, 
and  to  preserve  the  chain  of  events,  &c.  unbroken. 
Hence  many  articles  from  manuscript,  with  large 
quantities  of  matter  in  type,  are  still  lying  over.  In 
a little  while,  we  shall  have  I’oom  enough  to  notice 
several  miscellaneous  subjects  that  may  interest 
the  public,  and  especially  to  continue  that  which  has 
latterly  excited  so  much  attention.  And,  in  respect 
to  that  matter,  we  are  more  at  ease — being  satisfied 
that  the  contemplated  change  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States’  bank(to  authorise  the  presidents  and 
cashiers  of  the  several  branches  to  sign  and  issue 
notes)  will  not  take  place.  Congress  is  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  such  an  amendment  of 
the  charter  would  effectually  destroy  the  chief  thing.s 
hoped  for  in  the  establishment  of  the  bank:  and  we 
further  believe  that  that  body  is  prepared  to  at- 
tempt  a real  amendment  of  said  charter,  by  passing 
a law  compelling  the  mother  bank  and  its  branches 
to  receive  the  notes  of  said  bank,  no  matter  where 
made  payable,  in  payment  of  any  bills  or  debts  due 
to  the  bank  or  its  branches.  This  would  truly 
equalize  the  exchange,  and  prevent  the  present 
depreciation*  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  at  certain 
places,  as  well  as  check  the  sale  of  drafts  drawn 
by  one  branch  upon  another,  at  a premium.  Bui 
the  lateness  of  the  session  and  the  pressure  of  bu- 
siness may  prevent  any  motion  on  the  important 
subject  at  this  time.  We  are  assured,  however, 
that  if  the  present  state  of  things  shall  exist  at  the 
next  sitting,  that  such  an  amendment  will  be  pow- 
erfully supported.  More  on  this  hereafter. 


*The  notes  of  the  mother  bank  are,  or  lately  were, 
below  par  at  Charleston,  and  probably  at  other 
places.  We  liave  a curious  statement  to  offer  re- 
specting such  depreciations,  which  .shall  be  pub- 
lished. ^ 

VhL.  XIV.— 7. 


OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

On  the  23d  ult.  the  following  message  was  trans 
mitted  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  1o 
both  houses  of  congress. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  a negociatior? 
was  commenced  with  the  government  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, with  a view  to  the  revisal  and  modifica- 
tion of  the  commercial  treaty  existing  between  the 
two  countries,  adapted  to  their  present  circum- 
stances. 

The  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  which  I 
now  lay  before  congress,  will  shew  the  obstacles 
which  arose,  in  the  progress  of  the  conferences  be- 
tween the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  and  which 
resulted  in  the  agreement  between  them  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  their  respeetive 
governments.  As  the  difficulties  appear  to  be  of 
a nature  which  may  perhaps  f>r  the  present  be  more 
easily  removed  by  reciprocal  legislative  regulations, 
formed  in  the  spirit  of  amity  and  conciliation,  than 
by  conventional  stipulations,  congress  may  think  it 
advisable  to  leave  the  subsisting  treaty  in  its  pre™ 
sent  state,  and  to  meet  the  liberal  exemption  from 
discriminating  tonnage  duties  which  has  been  con- 
ceded in  the  Netherlands  to  the  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  by  a similar  exemption  to  the  vessels  of 
the  Netherlands  which  have  arrived  or  may  hereaf- 
ter arrive  ia  our  ports;  commencingfrom  the  time 
when  the  exemption  was  granted  to  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States.  I would  further  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  congress  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  the  same  regulation,  to  com- 
mence from  the  passage  of  the  law,  to  the  vessels  of 
Prussia,  Hamburg  and  Bremen;  and  of  making  it 
prospectively  general  in  favor  of  every  nation  in 
whose  ports  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  ad- 
mitted on  the  same  footing  as  their  own. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

March  19, 1818. 

Departmem  of  state^  17th  March,  1818. 

The  secretary  of  state  has  the  honor  of  submit® 
ting  to  the  consideration  of  the  president  the  cor» 
respondence  herewith  enclosed,  between  the  en- 
voys extraordinary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  plenipotentiaries 
appointed  by  that  government  for  the  purpose  of 
renewing  and  extending  the  commercial  treaty  al- 
ready existing  between  the  two  countries.  The 
failure  of  this  negociation  is  to  be  attributed  prin- 
cipally to  two  obstacles  which  arose  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussions  between  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries;  one  proceeding  from  an  essentia! 
principle  in  the  commercial  regulations  of  this 
country,  and  the  other  from  a principle  of  like  cha- 
racter in  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands. 

The  law  of  3d  March,  1815,  authorizing  a par  iai 
repeal  of  the  discriminating  duties  which  operate 
against  foreign  shipping  and  the  merchandise  im- 
ported in  them,  required,  as  a condition  of  that  re- 
peal, the  abolition  of  all  discriminating  or  counter- 
vailing duties  of  any  foreign  nation  to  whose  ad- 
vantage it  should  enure,  so  far  as  they  operate  to 
' the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States;  and  on  this 
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conditlqn  the  acts  of  the  United  States,  imposing' 
disci’iminating  duties,  were  declared  to  be  repeal- 
ed only  so  far  as  respects  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  nation  to  which  the  foreign  ship  or  ves- 
sel might  belong.  The  law,  therefore,  required  a 
total  abolition  of  discriminating  or  contervailing 
duties  in  the  foreign  nation,  operating  against  the 
United  States,  and  offered  only  a partial  repeal  of 
our  discriminating  duties,  which  operated  against 
them,  in  return.  From  an  imperfect  view  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  which  can  be  fully  understood 
only  be  collating  it  with  the  general  system  and  the 
particular  provisions  of  the  acts  imposing  discri- 
minating duties,  part  of  which  only  it  proposed  to 
repeal,  the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
oWiers,  appear  to  have  understood  it  as  offering  a 
tot.'l  repeal  of  all  discriminating  duties,  as  v/eliof 
tonnage  as  upon  merchandize  of  every  description, 
without  distinction  of  origin.  The  power  of  the 
president  was,  however,  restricted  by  the  terms  of 
tlie  laws.  The  laws  of  the  Netherlands  imposed 
discriminating  duties  of  tonnage^  and  on  merchan- 
dize imported  in  foreign  vessels,  but  without  any 
distinction  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  mer- 
chandize. When,  therefore,  they  revoked  their 
discriminating  duties  so  far  as  respected  the  Unit- 
ed States,  they  considered  themselves,  by  the  act 
of  congress  of  3d  March,  1815,  entitled  to  a total 
repeal  of  the  discriminating  duties  in  the  United 
Stales,  operating  against  them,  not  only  the  ton- 
nage duties,  butthoseupon  merchandize,  whether 
of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  Netherlands, 
or  of  any  other  country.  This  was,  however,  not 
warranted  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  nor  could 
it  be  stipulated  by  treaty,  without  involving  conse- 
quences affecting  the  commercial  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The  revo- 
cation of  the  discriminating  duties  upon  merchan 
dize  imported  in  vessels  of  the  Netherlands,  would 
be  of  little  avail  if  limited  to  articles  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  that  country,  the  principal  part 
of  whose  exportations  consist  of  the  produce  and 
manufacture  of  others.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
that  distinction  incur  navigation  and  revenue  laws 
should  be  broken  down  with  respect  to  one  nation, 
it  could  be  with  difficulty,  if  at  all,  maintained  witli 
regard  to  any  other. 

I'he  Ollier  difficulty  which  occurred  in  the  nego- 
ciation,  related  to  the  admission  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  into  the  colonies  of  the  Netlierlands, 
if  not  upon  the  same  footing  as  into  tlie  ports  of 
the  Netherlands  in  Europe,  at  least  upon  that  of 
the  most  favored  nation.  To  this  it  was  objected 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Netherlands,  that 
certain  favors  were  granted  by  them  to  other  na- 
tions, 111  ernselves  possessing  colonies,  for  the  equi- 
valent of  similar  favors  conceded  in  return,  which 
could  not  be  conceded  to  a nation  possessing  no 
colonies,  and  therefore  not  enabled  to  concede  the 
equivalent. . The  same  objection  having  been  made 
by  the  British  government,  to  the  admi.ssion  of  ves 
seis  of  the  United  States  into  their  colonies,  it  ap- 
pears to  deserve  attention  how  fir  the  principle  ii- 
selfis  justifiable,  and  how  far  the  United  State.s 
ought  to  acquiesce  in  it.  There  are  various  grounds 
upon  which  it  appears  objectionable.  1.  B-  cause 
all  the  other  maritime  states,  possessing  colonies  j 
more  or  less  significant,  a classification,  liowever 
general  in  terms,  which  applies,  by  way  of  exclu- 
iiion,  to  the  United  States  alone,  is  manifestly  a mea- 
sure savouring  of  bostiiity  to  them,  as  mucli  as  if 
it  was  applied  to  them  by  name.  2.  Because  the 
United  States  not  only,  by  tlie  constant  and  unpa- 
ralleled rapid  increase  of  their  own  population>  but, 


by  tlie  great  enlargement  of  their  territory,  and  the 
admission  of  new  states,  producing  almost  all  the 
articles  of  European  colonies  in  this  hemispliere, 
afford  to  all  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  an 
equivalent  similar  in  principle,  and  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  the  mere  admission  to  two  or  three 
small  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  which  is  all  that 
some  of  the  European  states  can  grant  for  access  to 
the  colonies  of  the  others.  3.  The  U.  States  have 
a just  claim  fo  a free  trade  with  most  of  thecolo- 
nies  of  the  West  India  Islands,  founded  in  the  oc- 
casional indispensable  necessities  of  tlie  latter.  If 
the  United  States  shduld  exercise  their  unquestion- 
able right  of  meeting  prohibition  with  prohibition, 
the  very  exisience  of  these  Islands  would  be  in 
jeopardy  whenever  they  should  be  visited  by  those 
huiTicanes  which  so  frequently  happen  among  them. 
It  would  be  ungenerous,  and  scarcely  reconcileable 
to  the  principles  of  humanity,  should  the  Uniied 
States  avail  themselves  of  those  calamitous  occur- 
rences to  stop,  on  their  part,  the  intercourse  which 
at  all  other  times  is  interdicted  to  them.  By  the 
laws  of  nature,  no  society  can  be  justifiable  in 
adopting  measures  towards  another  state,  which 
may  compel  the  latter  to  retaliate,  in  self  defence 
by  measures  incompatible  with  humanity;  yet  such 
is  the  character  of  the  intercourse  permitted  by 
several  of  the  European  nations  between  their  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies  and  the  United  States.  Thus 
we  have  seen,  within  the  last  half  year,  the  exclu- 
sion of  our  vessels  from  the  ports  of  several  West 
India  Islands,  and  their  re-admission,  announced  al- 
most in  the  same  gazettes.  That  re  admis.sion, 
however,  is  limited  to  the  time  indispensable 
for  saving  the  colony  from  famine  and  utter  de- 
solation. There  is  someihing  so  glaringly  une- 
qual and  selfish  in  these  alternatives  of  arbitrary 
interdiction,  and  compulsory  intercourse,  that  it  is 
believed  the  nations  of  Europe,  possessing  colo- 
nies, caiiiiOt  fail  of  being  ultimately  made  sensible 
of  it,  and  of  consenting  to  establish  an  intercourse 
upon  principles  more  permanent  and  more  favora- 
bly marked  with  reciprocl'y. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  government  of  the  Ne- 
therlands have  placed  the  vessels  of  the  U.  States, 
arriving  in  their  ports,  in  regard  to  tonnage  duties, 
on  the  same  footing  wuth  their  own,  it  is  believed 
to  be  consistent  with  sound  policy  to  extend  the 
same  principle  to  the  vessels  of  the  Netherlands  ar- 
riving in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  The  same 
liberality  ma)-  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of  Prus- 
sia, Hamburg  and  Bremen,  who,  by  virtue  of  the 
like  regulations  in  their  respective  ports,  have 
claimed  the  benefit  of  the  proffer  made  in  the  law 
of  3d  March,  1815.  As  an  aci  of  congress  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose,  perhaps  the  most  expedient 
course  would  be  to  make  it  general,  and  limiting 
its  operation  to  the  tonnage  duties,  or  charges 
upon  vessels,  to  declare  that  no  other  or  higher 
duiies  of  that  de.scription  than  are  paid  by  vessels 
of  il'.e  United  Slates,  shall  be  paid  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  by  the  vessels  of  any  European 
nation,  in  whose  port  no  other  or  higher  duties  of 
the  same  kind  are  paid  by  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  than  by  the  vessels  of  such  European  nation 
itself.  The  measure  iii  respeci  to  the  Netherlands, 

I is  of  immediate  urgency;  the  regulation  in  favor  of 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  there  having  alrea- 
dy been  more  tiian  a year  in  force,  in  the  confidence 
that,  the  corresponding  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  would  have  been  adopted  of  Goars'^, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1815. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
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State  of  South  America. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitted  by  the 

the  president  to  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the 

25th  March,  idt. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  10th  of  December,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  documents  herewith  transmitted,  as  containing 
the  information  possessed  at  his  department,  re- 
<jue3t.ed  by  that  resolution. 

In  the  communications  received  from  Don  Manu- 
el Hi  de  Aguirre,  there  are  references  k)  certain 
conferences  between  him  and  the  secretary  of  state, 
which  appear  to  require  some  explanation. 

The  character  in  which  Mr.  Aguirre  presented 
himself  was  that  of  a public  agent  from  the  govern- 
ment of  La  Plata,  and  of  private  agent  of  that  of 
Chili — his  commissions  from  both  simply  qualified 
him  as  agent;  but  his  letter  from  the  supreme  direc- 
tor Pueyrredon,  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  requested  that  he  might  be  received  with 
the  consideration  due  to  his  diplomatic  character. 
He  had  no  commission  as  a public  minister  of  any 
rank,  nor  any  full  power  to  negociate  as  such.  Nei- 
ther the  letter,  of  which  he  was  bearer,  nor  he  him- 
self, at  his  -first  interviews  with  the  secretary  of 
state,  suggested  that  he  was  authorized  to  ask  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  government  as  independent 
— a circumstance  which  derived  additional  weight 
from  the  fact,  that  his  predecessor,  Don  Martin 
Thompson,  had  been  dismissed  by  the  director 
Pueyrredon  for  having  transcended  his  powers;  of 
which  the  letter  brought  by  Mr.  Aguirre  gave  no- 
tice to  the  president. 

It  was  sometime  after  the  commencement  of  the 
session  of  congress  that  he  m.ade  this  demand,  as 
w'ill  be  seen  by  the  dates  of  his  written  communi- 
cations to  the  department.  In  the  conferences 
held  with  him  on  that  subject,  among  other  ques- 
tions which  it  naturally  suggested,  were  those 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  acknowledgment 
of  his  government,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable, 
might  be  made.'*  And  what  were  the  territories 
which  he  considered  as  farming  the  state  or  nation 
to  be  recognized.?  ‘It  was  observed,  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  United  States  had  been  acknow- 
lodged  as  an  independent  power  by  France,  was  by 
a treaty  concluded  with  them,  as  an  existing  inde- 
pendent power,  and  in  which  each  one  of  the  states 
then  composing  the  union,  was  distinctly  named: 
that  something  of  the  same  kind  seemed  to  be  ne- 
cessary in  the  first  acknowledgment  of  a new  go- 
vernment, that  some  definite  idea  might  be  formed, 
not  of  the  precise  boundaries,  but  of  the  general  ex- 
tent of  the  country  thus  recognized.  He  said,  the  go- 
vernment of  which  he  desired  the  acknowledgment 
was  of  the  country  which  had,  before  the  revolu- 
tion, been  the  vice-royalty  of  La  Plata.  It  was  then 
asked,  whether  that  did  not  include  Montevideo 
and  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Portuguese;  the 
Banda  Oriental,  understood  to  be  under  the  govern- 
ment of  general  Artigas,  and  several  provinces, 
still  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  Spanish 
government.  He  said  it  did;  but  observed,  that 
Artigas,  though  in  hostility  with  the  government 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  supported,  however,  the  cause  of 
independence  of  Spain— and  th.at  the  Portuguese 
could  not  ultimately  maintain  their  possession  of 
Montevideo.  It  was  after  this  that  Mr.  Aguirre 
wrote  the  letter,  offering  to  enter  into  a negocia 
tion  for  conducting  a treaty;  though  admitting  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  that  effect  from  his  govern- 
ment. It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  mode 
Qt  recognition  by  concluding  a treaty  had  not  been 


suggested  as  the  only  one  practicable  or  usual,  but 
merely  as  that  which  had  been  adopted  by  France 
with  the  United  States,  and  as  offering  the  most 
convenient  means  of  designating  the  extent  of  the 
territory  acknowledged  as  a new  dominion. 

The  remark  to  Mr.  Aguirre,  that  if  Buenos  Ayres 
should  be  acknowledged  as  independent,  others 
of  the  contending  provinces  would,  perhaps,  de- 
mand the  same,  had  particular^  reference  to  the 
Banda  Oriental.  The  enquiry  was,  whether  gen.  Ar- 
tigas might  not  advance  a claim  of  independence  for 
those  provinces,  conflicting  with  those  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  the  whole  vice-royalty  of  La  Plata?  The 
Portuguese  possession  of  Montevideo  was  noticed 
in  reference  to  a similar  question. 

It  should  be  added,  that  these  observations  were 
connected  with  others,  stating  tlie  reasons  upon 
which  the  present  acknowledgment  of  the  govern- 
ment of  La  Plata,  in  any  mode,  was  deemed  by  the 
president  inexpedient,  in  regard  as  well  to  their 
interests  as  to  those  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
List  of  papers,  transmitted  by  the  president,  lyith  the 

report  of  the  secretary  of  state  oj  25th  March,  1818, 

1.  Dun  Yono.  Alvarez  to  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  dated  Buenos  Ayres,  16th  January,  1816. 

2.  Declaration  of  independence  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  La  Plata,  dated  at  Tucumah,  9th  July, 
1816,  communicated  by  don  Manuel  H.  de  Aguirre, 
to  the  department  of  state,  24th  December,  1817- 

3.  Don  J.  Martin, de  Pueyrredon,  supreme  direc- 
tor of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  dated  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1817. 

4.  The  same  to  the  same  dated  5th  March,  1817, 

5.  Commission  granted  by  the  supreme  director 
of  the  state  of  Chili,  to  don  Manuel  H.  de  Aguirre, 
dated  8th  March,  1817. 

6.  Commission  granted  to  the  same,  by  the  su 
preme  director  of  the  United  Provinces  of  South 
America,  dated  at  Buenos  Ayres,  28th  March,  1817. 

7.  Don  Bernado  O’Higgins,  supreme  director  of 
the  state  of  Chili,  to  the  president  of  the  Uqited 
States,  dated  1st  April,  1817 

8.  Commission  granted  by  the  supreme  director 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  don 
Manuel  H.  de  Aguirre,  as  agent  of  that  government, 
dated  2S»h  April  1817. 

9.  General  don  Jose  de  San  Martin,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  Andes,  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  without  date. 

10.  bon  Cactano  IJezares,  secretary  of  state  .ad 
inierem  of  the  executive  department  of  the  confe- 
derated states  of  Venezuela,  to  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  States,  dated  Pampatar,  May 
22,  1817 — 7th— -transmitting 

11.  The  act  of  the  re  establishment  of  the  con- 
gress of  Venezuela,  at  the  city  of  San  Felipe  de 
Cariaco,  on  the  8tii  May,  1817. 

12.  General  don  Juee  Artigas,  to  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales,  dated  head-quarters  at  Purifica- 
cion,  1st  September,  1817. 

13.  Don  Manuel  H.  de  Aguirre  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  dated  Washington,  29tili  Oc- 
tober, 1817. 

14.  'Tlie  same  to  the  secretary  6f  state,  dated  16th 
December,  1817- 

15.  The  same  to  the  same,  26th  December,  1817, 

16.  The  same  to  the  same  29th  December,  1817, 

17.  The  same  to  the  same,  6th  January,  1818. 

18.  The  same  to  the  same,  16th  January  1818. 

[As  some  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  list  may  be  thought  important,  we  shall, 
perhaps,  copy  them'*-as  soon  as  possible.] 
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Case  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Meade. 

SENATE  OE  THE  UNITED  STATES,  MAHCH  24,  1818. 
The  committee  of  the  senate  on  foreign  relations, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  interposition 
of  congress  in  behalf  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  an 
American  citizen,  unjustly  and  wantonly  confin- 
ed  in  a dungeon  in  Spain,  by  authority  of  that 
government,  have  given  to  the  subject  the  deli- 
beration its  importance  deserved,  and  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

It  appears  from  the  documents,  that  R.  W.  i 
Meade  is  an  American  citizen,  who  went  to  Spain  in 
the  year  1803,  on  lawful  business;  that  in  the  year 
1806,  such  was  the  confidence  of  the  government 
in  bis  integrity,  that  he  was  appointed  navy  agent 
for  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Cadiz;  a station 
which  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  confinement. 
Such  w,  s the  correctness  of  his  deportment,  as  to 
have  been  appointed  by  the  tribunal  of  commerce 
at  Cadiz,  with  the  consent  of  all  the  parties  con 
cerned,  assignee  of  a bankrupt,  the  amount  of 
whose  estate  involved  a high  responsibility.  He 
performed  the  duties  thus  devolved  upon  hintj 
honestly;  and  having  collected  for  distribution  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  he  several  times  petitioned  the 
tribunal  to  permit  him  to  remit  this  sum  to  the 
creditors  of  the  bankrupt  resident  in  England:  the 
only  proper  coarse  left  him  to  pursue,  inasmuch 
as  he  had,  when  appointed  agent  of  the  bankrupt, 
given  his  bond  to  that  tribunal  conditioned  to  take 
charge  of  t'ne  effects  of  the  bankrupt,  and  to  be  re- 
sponsible solely  lo  the  tribunal  for  the  proceeds,  being 
prohibited  under  the  penalty  of  the  bonds  from  dispos- 
ing of  the  funds  "loithoulthe  sanction  of  the  tribunal. 
A controversy  having  arisen  between  the  creditors 
and  bankrupt  about  the  distribution,  Meade  offer- 
ed the  money  lo  either,  if  they  would  give  a bond, 
with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tribunal  of 
commerce,  by  which  his  own  might  be  cancelled. 
This  they  were  unable  to  do.  The  tribunal,  of  its 
own  accord,  and  unexpectedly,  decided  that  Meade 
should,  on  the  following  morning,  place  the  money 
in  the  king’s  treasury,  until  the  parties  litigant 
should  give  the  security  required;  it  being  declar 
ed,  that  all  Meade’s'property  should  be  sequester- 
ed in  the  case  of  non-payment  at  the  time  limited. 
The  money  was  forthwith  paid  by  Meade  into  the 
treasury,  in  treasury  notes  equal  to  specie,  and 
hence  acknowledged  by  the  treasurer,  that  the 
deposit  had  been  made  in  due  form,  under  his  in- 
spection, in  effective  specie,  and  that  ‘wlmiever  the 
tnbun<d  should  order  its  payment,  his  majesty  ivould 
pay  it  in  the  same  coin.  Notwithstanding  this  judg- 
ment, and  the  discharge  thereof,  by  the  payment 
aforesaid,  Mr.  Dermot,  the  agent  for  the  Iliitish 
creditors,  brought  suit  against  Meade  in  the  same 
court,  to  recover  the  very  sum  he  had  theretofore 
paid  in  conformity  to  its  own  judgment.  The  court 
awarded  judgment  against -Meade  a second  time 
foe  this  iToney.  The  latter  appealed  to  the  supe- 
rior tribunal,  called  Abradas.  During  its  penden- 
cy, it  is  charged  by  Meade,  that  the  cause  was  re- 
moved, by  the  interposition  of  the  British  minister, 
to  \he  council  of  war,  and,  by  the  same  interposi- 
tion, ids  arrest  and  confinement  were  procured, 
fi  orn  which  he  could  be  relieved  only  by  a repay- 
ment of  the  moiiey.  He  has  languislied  in  confine 
•inent  front  the  2d  of  May,  1816,  down  to  the  last 
accTounts  from  Spain.  The  representative  of  this 
nation  at  tiiat  court  has  repeatedly  appealed  to  his 
Catholic  majesty  for  the  relief  of  Meade;  and  the 
ap[ieal  has  been  in  vain.  The  court  of  Spain  having 


refused  either  to  restore  the  money  deposited  in  its 
own  treasury,  by  order  of  its  own  competent  judi- 
cial authority,  or  to  release  the  person  of  Meade 
from  the  long  confinement  to  which  he  has  been 
doomed;  and,  finally,  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  subjects  of  this  kind,  has  caused  a re- 
presentation on  the  subject  to  be  made  to  the  mi- 
nister of  Spain  to  the  United  States,  demanding 
his  immediate  liberation.  Nothing  but  a confidence 
that  this  representation  will  produce  the  desired 
result,  would  have  restrained  your  committee  from 
recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  of  severe 
retribution. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  due  to 
the  dignity  of  the  U.  States  to  adopt  as  a funda- 
mental rule  of  its  policy,  the  principle,  that  one  of 
its  citizens,  to  whatever  region  of  the  earth  his 
lawful  business  may  carry  him,  and  who  demeans 
himself  as  becomes  his  character,  is  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  his  government,  and  that  whatever 
intentional  injury  may  be  done  him,  should  be  reta- 
liated by  the  employment,  if  necessary,  of  the  whole 
force  of  the  nation. 


Commodore  Aury. 

Com.  Aury  arrived  at  Charleston  about  the  middle 
of  last  month— he  was  arrested  through  the  in- 
tervention of  the  Spanish  consul,  and  brought  be- 
forejudge Drayton  by  a habeas  corpus,  on  which- 
the  following  proceedings  were  had. 
HEHNANDEZ,  S Hab.  corp.  cum.  causa. 

AURY  S March  19th,  1818. 

The  defendant  has  been  brought  before  me,  by  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  cum.  causa:  upon  w'hich,  the 
marshal  has  returned  that  the  body  of  the  defen- 
dant is  detained  by  virtue  of  a process  from  the 
court  of  admiralty  issued  on  the  16th  instant,  in 
the  above  case.  Upon  enquiring  into  the  merits  of 
that  proce  ss,  it  appears  to  be  founded  on  an  affida- 
vit and  petition  for  process  in  the  admiralty,  of 
Hugh  E.  Vincent,  in  the  following  words:  “That 
on  the  19th  day  of  May,,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  Spa- 
nish schooner  Concepcion,  owned  by  — — — Her- 
nandez, merchant  at  the  city  of  Matanzas,  in  the 
island  of  Cuba,  of  which  Juan  Fabre  was  master, 
and  your  petitioner  navigator,  or  second  officer, 
sailed  from  Portland,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
bound  to  Matanzas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  with  a 
cargo  of  beef,  lumber  and  other  articles:  That  on 
the  20th  day  of  June  following,  being  in  the  Old 
Straits,  fell  in  with  the  Carthagenian  privateer  schr. 
Velona,  or  a name  very  similar  thereto,  command- 
ed by Aury,  commonly  called  and  known  as 

com.  Aury.  That  a considerable  number  of  the 
articles,  belonging  to  the  said  schooner,  were  first 
taken  from  her  by  the  crew  of  the  said  privateer; 
that  the  crew  of  the  said  schooner  Concepcion  were 
taken  out  of  her,  and  carried  on  board  the  said  pri- 
vateer; when  the  said  sciiooner  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  said  privateer  and  sunk.  The  crew 
of  the  schooner  were  put  on  board  an  open  boat, 
and  with  considerable  hazard  and  difficulty  reached 
theslioreon  the  island  of  Cuba. 

“Your  petitioner  further  states,  that  the  value  of 
the  cargo  was  about  ^4000,  exclusive  of  the  pro- 
bable profit,  which  would  have  accrued  if  it  had 
been  carried  to  its  port  of  destination.  That  the 
said  schooner,  at  least,  was  worth  ^4000,  being 
sound  and  staunch,  and  about  one  hundred  and  five 
tons  burthen. 
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“Your  petitioner  further  shews,  that  he  has  good 

reason  to  believe  that  the  said Aury  is  now  in 

the  city  of  Charleston,  within  the  jurisdiction  ot 
this  court:  Your  petitioner  therefore  prays  that  a 

warrant  to  arrrest  the  body  of  the  said  — — Aury 
may  issue  out  of  this  honorable  court,  in  order  that 
he  may  answer  to  the  said  owner  of  the  said  schoo- 
ner, and  all  others  concerned,  for  the  sinking  of 
the  said  schooner  and  cargo;  and  your  petitioner  as 
in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

^ H.  E.  VINCENT.” 

“Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  above  Hugh 
E.  Vincent,  who  being  duly  sworn  maketh  oath, 
that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  above  petition  are 
just  and  true.  H.  E.  VINCENT.” 

“Sworn  to  before  me,  the  ^ 

16th  March,  1818.  3 

MORTON  A.  WARING,  J.  r ” 
Two  grounds  having  been  relied  on  by  Crosa, 
council  for  the  defendant,  1st  that  both  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  are  foreigners,  as  appears  by  the 
petition  for  admiralty  process,  which  has  been 
sworn  to.  That  the  plaintiff  is  not  v/ithin  the  ter- 
ritory or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  al- 
though the  defendant  be  present  under  the  pro- 
cess of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  this  district,  yet 
he  is  a foreigner,  unwilling  to  submit  his  case  to  the 
consideration  of  this  court. 

2dly.  That  the  present  actor,  H.  E.  Vincent,  has 
no  authority  to  institute  a suit  of  this  nature,  from 
the  nominal  plaintiff,  Hernandez,  and  others,  own- 
ers of  the  said  Spanish  schooner  Concepcion  and 
cargo. 

Upon  the  first  ground,  the  arrest  in  this  case 
must  be  dismissed;  for  it  must  be  recollected,  the 
gist  of  the  matter  in  dispute,  is  prize  or  no  prize: 
and  upon  that  the  charge  of  a marine  tort  or  tres- 
pass is  superinduced.  A«  a neutral  tribunal,  this 
court  of  admiralty  will  carefully  avoid  taking  cog- 
nizance of  prize  matters  of  foreign  nations,  occur- 
ing  upon  the  high  seas,  as  this  is  stated  to  have 
been.  Whatever  happened  on  the  occasion,  at  sea, 
w&s  Jlagrante  bello,  betwixt  the  contending  parties; 
involving  directly  the  question  of  prize;  of  course 
this  court  will  not  assume  jurisdiction.  On  this 
point  the  cases  in  the  books  are  many.  It  might 
be  otherwise,  when  a tort  is  only  considered  as  a 
marine  trespass,  and  not  an  incident  of  a case  Jure 
belli.  Gullison^s  Rept.  Vol.  2d.  page  41.  2d.  Dallas 
249. — Had  indeed  the  Concepcion  been  brought  into 
this  port  after  the  capture,  and  before  condemna- 
tion, and  any  claims  had  been  set  up  on  the  principle 
of  theyus  postliminiiy  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
interested  therein,  it  might  have  been  otherwise 
agreeably  to  the  case  of  Rose  vs.  Himiliy  and  others 
which  may  be  cited,  it  would  have  been  a matter 
in  rem,  suitable  for  the  consideration  of  this  court. 
But  it  is  quite  otherwise,  as  for  my  present  con- 
sideration; being  one  in  personumy  for  damages  as 
for  a marine  tort  or  trespass,  arising  from  a capture 
at  sea;  which  being  incidental  to  the  question  of 
prize  must  be  subjected  to  the  conclusions  which 
I have  already  drawn  on  that  head. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  second  point, 
as  the  case  is  disposed  of  on  the  first.  It  appears, 
however,  that  Vincent,  who  petitioned  for  admiral- 
ty process  in  this  case,  is  unauthorized  in  behalf  of 
the  owners  to  do  so;  and  he  being  a navigator  or 
pilot  only  on  board,  I should  presume  would  not 
place  him  in  that  near  affinity  to  the  owners  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  as  would  enable  him  to  substitute 
himself  for  their  benefit  and  behoof  in  carrying  on 
a suit  in  a foreign  court,  ^without  any  other  autho- 
rity. 


Before  I dismiss  the  subject,  however,  it  is  pro- 
per to  observe,  this  opinion  has  been  entirely 
grounded  on  principles  touching  these  two  points, 
which  have  been  argued,  and  upon  them  alone. 
Nothing  has  been  considered  as  to  the  milllary 
grade  of  the  defendant  who  is  before  me;  or  the 
authority  by  which  he  acted  at  the  lime  the  cap- 
ture was  made.  To  have  touched  these  heads, 
would  have  been  to  lose  sight  of  that  line  of  neu- 
trality, which  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  liave 
h olden  on  all  matters  relating  to  foreign  nations; 
and  particularly  to  Spanish  collisions  in  the  pre- 
sent contest  in  which  the  subjects  of  Spain  are  en- 
gaged. 

Let  the  defendant  Aury  be  discharged,  and  the 
costs  incurred  are  to  be  paid  by  Hugh  E Vincent, 
the  actor  in  this  cause. 

It  is  further  ordered  and  adjudged,  that  the  suit 
instituted  in  the  admiralty  against  the  said  Louis 
Aury,  be  dismissed  with  costs, 

JOHN  DRAYTON, 
District  judge  of  Sou  h Carolina. 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  every  commissioned  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician  and  private  soldier, 
and  all  officers  in  the  hospital  department  and  me- 
dical staff,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  revolution 
until  the  end  thereof,  or  for  the  term  of  nine  months 
or  longer,  at  any  period  of  the  war,  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment;  and  every  commissioned 
officer,  non-comraissioned  officer,  mariner,  or  ma- 
rine, who  served  at  the  same  time,  and  for  a like 
term,  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  yet  a resident  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  is,  or  hereafter,  by  reason  of  his  reduc- 
ed circumstances  in  life,  shall  be  in  need  of  as- 
sistance from  his  country  for  support,  and  shall 
have  substantiated  his  claim  to  a pension  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  shall  receive  a pen- 
sion from  the  United  States:  if  an  officer  of  twenty 
dollars  per  month  during  life;  if  a non  commis- 
sioned  officer,  musician,  mariner,  marine,  or  private 
soldier  of  eight  dollars  per  month  during  life:  Pi  o- 
vided,  no  pterson  shall  be  entitled  to  the  provisions 
of  this  acf,  until  he  shall  have  relinquished  his 
claim  to  every  pension  heretofore  allowed  him  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to  en!i- 
tle  any  person  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  sliail 
make  a declaration  under  oath  or  affirmation,  be- 
fore the  district  judge  of  the  United  States  of  the 
district,  or  before  any  judge  or  court  of  record  of 
the  county,  state  or  territory  in  which  the  applicant 
shall  reside,  setting  forth,  if  he  belonged  to  the  ar- 
my, the  company,  regiment,  and  line  tq  which  he 
belonged;  the  time  he  entered  the  service,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  leaving  the  service;  and  in  case 
he  belonged  to  the  navy,  a like  declaration,  setting 
forth  the  name  of  the  ves.sel,  and  particular  service 
in  which  he  was  employed,  and  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  leaving  the  service,  and  shall  offer  such  other 
evidence  as  may  be  in  his  power;  and  on  its  appear- 
ing to  the  satisfaction  of  said  judge,  that  tiie  appll- 
cant  served  in  the  revolutionary  war,  as  aforesaid, 
agXinst  the  common  enemy,  he  shall  certify  and 
transmit  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings had  thereon,  to  the  secretary  of  the  de- 
partment of  war,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  if  satisfied 
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the  applicant  comes  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  place  such  officer,  musician,  mariner,  ma- 
rine, or  soldier  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  pensions 
to  invalids,  who  have  been  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  are  now  paid,  and  under  such  restrictions  and 
regulations,  in  all  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  3.  he  it'  further  enacted^  That  every 
pension,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  commence  on 
the  day  that  the  declaration  under  oath  or  affirma- 
tio'  , prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be 
triad  e, 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfer  or 
mortgage  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  pension 
payable  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  valid;  and 
any  person  who  shall  swear  and  affirm  falsely  in  the 
premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  as 
W wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 
Vice-president  of  the  United  States, 
and  president  of  the  senate. 
Mavch  18,  18t8-— Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wan  DEPARTMENT, 

Pension  office,  March  26,  1818. 
Mule's  and  regidations  for  stibstantialing  claims  to 
pensions,  to  be  observed  under  the  laxu  of  congress  of  j 
the  ISth  o f Marche  1818,  viz: 

The  cornmissions  of  officers,  and  the  discharges 
of  the  regular  soldiers  of  the. army  of  the  revolu- 
tion, (If  in  existence)  applying  for  pensions  under 
the  above  act,  will,  in  every  instance,  be  fo.urnished 
to  tlie  war  department;  and  the  signatures  of  the 
respective  judges,  certifying  in  these  cases,  must 
be  atte.stedi  by  the  seals  of  the  courts  where  such 
judges  preside.  The  person  applying  for  pension 
to  declare,  under  oath,  before  the  judge,  tliat,  from 
Ills  reduced  circumstances,  he  needs  the  assistance 
of  his  country  for  support. 

Approved,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
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ENGLAND. 

A bill  to  repeal  the  act  suspending  the  habeas 
corpus  has  passed  both  houses  of  parliament — and 
those  that  were  imprisoned  under  it  have  been  dis- 
charged. But  papers  relating  to  the  state  of  the 
country  had  been  sent  into  parliament  in  a “sealed 
green  bag” — confidential.  Petitions  for  parliamen- 
tary reform  were  yet  presenting,  and  some  meet- 
ings of  the  people  had  been  held  which  are  severely 
yeprobated  in  the  ministerial  papers. 

Gregor  McGregor  has  arrived  in  London, 

Stocks — American  6 per  cent.  104  1-2,  U.  S.  bank 
shares  34/  Br.  3 per  cent,  consols  79  1-2.  The 
Jjondon  paper.s  speak  of  “fictitious  prices”  given  to 
the  funds,  which^  it  is  said,  also  applies  to  the  stock 
of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. — “no  sales  ” 

The  whole  import  of  cotton  into  Great  Britain  in 
1817  is  estimated  at  479,291  packages,  weighing 
131,951,200  lbs.  of  a value  of  10  millions  sterling. 
Increase  since  the  last  year — 41  millions,  chiefly 
•from  the  opening  of  the  East  India  trade. 

Extensive  forgeries  on  the  bank  of  England  have 
been  detected. 

39,000  seamen  and  marines  belong  to  Greenwich 
hospital! 


De-,.ths  within  the  bills  of  mortality  of  London, 
in  1817,  10,033  males,  9,935  females;  christenings, 
12,  624  males,  11,605  females. 

The  arrival  of  the  princess  of  Wales  is  expected 
in  England — an  unwelcome  visitor. 

Old  George  Rose,  famous  for  the  places  he  held 
under  government,  is  dead — his  son,  G.  H Rose, 
succeeds  him,  by  reversioUy  as  clerk  of  the  parlia- 
ment, with  about  ^15,000  a year. 

It  was  ascertained  that  tlie  British  ports  would 
be  opened  for  the  introduction  of  bread  stuffs  on 
thel5tb  Feb. 

The  Bank.  A London  paper  of  Jan.  12,  says — It 
is  said  that  ministers  have  agreed  with  the  govern- 
ors and  directors  of  the  bank,  to  introduce  a bill 
into  parliament  to  continue  the  restriction  of  cask 
payments  for  two  years  more,  from  the  present 
month  of  July  next,  at  which  time  the  present  re- 
striction expires.  If  this  be  true,  which  we  appre» 
hend  it  is,  the  public  will  consider  it  as  a proof  hat 
all  the  calculations  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exclie- 
quer  have  failed;  and  his  system  is  proved  to  be 
deceitful.  While  there  is  an  unfunded  debt  of  se- 
venty-five millions,  and  that  the  public  owe  the 
bank  an  enormous  sum,  the  treasury  must  yield  to 
the  mandate  of  the  blue  parlor,  and  the  conse- 
quence will  be,  that  speculation  in  eyeiy  article, 
fictitious  prices,  and  the  export  of  capital  for  the 
benefit  of  our  rivals  in  manufacture  and  commerce 
will  go  on  to  an  increased  extent. 

BRITISH  DARLIAMENT. 

On  the  27th  Jaq.  the  Parliament  of  England  was 
opened  by  commission.  The  following  is  the  speech 
of  the  lords  commissioners: — 

My  lords  a?id  gentlemcn-rr-We  are  commanded  by 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  with  great  concern  that  he  is  obliged  to 
announce  to  you  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s 
lamented  indisposition. 

The  prince  regent  is  persuaded  that  you  will 
deeply  participate  in  the  affliction  with  which  his 
royal  highness  has  been  visited,  by  the  calamitous 
and  untimely  death  of  his  beloved  and  only  child 
the  princess  Charlotte.  Under  this  awful  dispen- 
sation of  Providence,  it  has  been  a soothing  conso- 
lation to  the  prince  regent’s  heart,  to  receive  from 
all  descriptions  of  his  majesty’s  subjects,  the  most 
cordial  assurances  both  of  their  just  sense  of  the 
loss  which- they  have  sustained,  and  of  their  sym- 
pathy with  his  paternal  sorrow:  and,  amidst  his 
own  sufferings,  his  royal  highness  has  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  effect  which  the  sad  event  must 
have  on  the  interests  and  future  prospects  of  the 
kingdom. 

We  are  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
prince  continues  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition 
towards  this  country  and  of  their  desire  to  main- 
tain the  general  tranquility. 

His  royal  highness  has  th.  satisfaction  of  being 
able  to  assure  you,  that  the  confidence  which  he  has 
invariably  felt  in  the  stability  of  the  great  sources 
of  our  national  prosperity,  has  not  been  disappoint- 
ed. 

The  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  in  almost  every  branch  of 
our  domestic  industry,  and  the  present  state  of 
public  credit,  affording  abundant  proof  that  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  country  was  laboring 
were  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  temporary  causes. 

So  important  a change  could  not  fail  to  withdraw 
from  the  disaffected  the  principal  means  of  which 
they  had  availed  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  fo- 
]menting  a spirit  of  discontent,  which  unhappily  led 
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to  •!  'ts  insuiTection  and  treason;  and  his  royal 
highness  entertains  the  most  confident  exnectation, 
that  the  state  of  peace  and  tranquility  to  which  the 
country  is  now  restored,  will  be  maintained  against 
all  attempts  to  disturb  it,  by  the  persevering  vigi- 
lance of  the  magistracy,  and  by  the  loyalty  and 
good  sense  of  the  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons — The  prinpe  re- 
gent has  directed  the  estimates  for  the  current  year 
to  be  laid  out  before  you. 

His  royal  highness  recommends  to  your  continu- 
ed attention  the  state  of  the  public  income  and  ex- 
penditures; and  he  is  most  happy  in  being  able  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  since  you  vvere  last  assembled 
in  parliament,  the  revenue  has  been  in  a state  of 
progressive  improvement  in  its  most  important 
foranches. 

J\Iy  lords  and ge^itlemen — We  are  commanded  by 
the  prince  regent  to  inform  you,  that  he  has  con- 
cluded treaties  with  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal on  the  important  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade. 

His  royal  highness  has  directed  that  a copy  of  the 
former  treaty  should  be  immediately  laid  before 
you;  and  he  will  order  a similar  communication  to 
be  made  of  the  latter  treaty,  as  soon  as  the  ratifica- 
tion of  it  shall  have  been  exchanged, 

In  these  negociitions  it  has  been  his  royal  high- 
ness’s endeavour,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  joint  addresses  of  the  two  houses  of 
parliament;  and  his  royal  highness  has  a fidl  reli- 
ance on  your  readiness  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  for  fulfilling  the  engagement  in- 
to which  he  has  engaged  for  that  purpose. 

The  prince  regent  has  commanded  us  to  direct 
your  particular  attention  to  the  deficiency  which 
has  so  long  existed  in  the  number  of  places  of  pub 
lie  worslup  belonging  to  the  established  church, 
when  compared  with  the  increased  and  increasing 
popnlation  of  the  country. 

His  royal  highness  most  earnestly  recommends 
this  important  subject  to  your  early  consideration, 
deeply  impressed  as  he  lias  no  doubt  you  are,  wi’h 
a just  sense  of  the  many  blessings  which  this  coun- 
try by  the  favor  of 'Divine  Providence,  has  enjoyed, 
and  with  the  conviction  that  the  religous  and  moral 
habits  of  the  people  are  the  most  sure  and  firm  foun: 
dation  of  national  prosperity. 

FRANCK. 

The  allied  troops  are  not  to  be  withdrawn  from 
France — but  the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  for  protecting  the  French  are  involved 
with  difficulties.  The  peace  establishment  of 
France  is  fixed  at  240,000  men.  A speech  of  the 
minister  of  war,  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the 
increase  of  the  army,  was  loudly  applauded  in  the 
galleries;  which  proceeding  was  disapproved  of  by 
the  chamber,  as  a violation  of  decorum. 

There  is  a report,  and  it  seems  worthy  of  respect, 
that  'when  the  allied  troops  shall  evacuate  France,  a 
body  of  them  will  be  kept  at  Frankfort  in  Germany, 
to  act  as  emergencies  may  require. 

London  Feb.  3. — By  the  Dutch  mail  we  are  taught 
to  believe  that  the  duke  of  Wellington’s  visit  to 
this  country  has  had  two  negociations  for  its  object, 
— 1st,  with  regard  to  the  urgent  demands  of  the 
French  government  for  a prompt  removal,  or,  if 
that  be  inadmissable,  a serious  diminution  of  the 
occupying  army,  2d,  with  regard  to  some  propo 
sals  touching  the  British  corps  d’armee  in  particu- 
lar. The  issue  of  each  is  impatiently  expected, 
French  politicians  speculate  with  much  earnestnes- 
and  confidence  on  the  immediate  passing  of  the  re- 


cruiting law  and  on  the  employment  of  a large  por- 
tion of  the  force  r.^lsed  under  it,  in  the  speedy  re- 
duction of  St.  Domingo;  a purpose  which  we  are 
positively  assured  iias  never  been  abandoned  by 
the  French  government,  although  its  execution  may 
have  been  suspended  by  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances in  which  France  was  recently  placed.  Vo- 
lunteers, they  say,  are  to  be  invited  to  join  tlic  ex- 
pedition, ,on  the  details  of  which  many  officers  of 
high  mili*^ ary  reputation  have  been<;onsulted.  Des- 
patches between  the  British,  Russian,  and  Prussivn 
governments  are  daily  passing  through  palais  and 
Dover. 

SPAIN. 

We  have  continual  accounts  of  the  dark  despo- 
tism of  Spain.  The  inquisition  is  in  full  power! 
Such  is  the  end  of  *‘patriotism'‘*  in  that  wretched 
country. 

The  infant  female  child  of  the  king  is  dead — but 
there  were  hopes  that  the  wife  of  his  brother,  Car- 
los, would  supply  the  loss! 

The  conscription — *^horrible  French  conscription^^-* 
Madrid  Dec.  18. — Bv  the  royal  decree,  which  or- 
dain^  levy  of  18,000  men  a year,  for  four  years,  to 
replace  the  militia  who  have  received  leave  of  ah- 
sence,  it  is  remarked  that  a great  part  of  the  ex- 
ceptions consecrated  by  the  ancient  ordinances  are 
no  longer  maintained  in  this  levy.  The  nobles  are 
■o  be  drawn  by  lot,  and  to  serve  as  distinguish- 
ed soldiers  or  cordets;  but  if  they  will  be  exempted 
they  shall  pay  a sum  of  20,000  reals. 

Orders  have  been  issued  for  the  drawing  of  1818, 
of  17,950  men,  from  the  unmarried,  between  17  and 
36  years  of  age. 

A London  paper  of  January  7,  says — A royal  de- 
cree of  the  king  of  Spain  had  been  issued  prohibit- 
ing Spanish  subjects  hereafter  from  trading  in 
slaves  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa,  north  of  the  line,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  transportation  for  ten  years  to  the 
Philiippines,  and  confiscation  of  ship  and  cargo. — 
A.11  slaves  who  may  be  brought  from  said  coasts, 
are  to  be  declared  free  the  moment  they  land  in  any 
Spanish  port.  The  trade  in  slaves  south  of  the  fine 
is  io  cease  after  the  30th  May,  1820,  under  similar 
penalties. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Gazette  of  Geneva  announces  the  death,  at 
Lisbon,  of  the  baron  Onatela,  farmer-general  of  to^- 
bacco,  who  has  left  property  to  the  amount  of 
15,000,000  florins.  According  to  the  directions  of 
his  will,  his  coffin  is  to  be  covered  with  gold,  and 
fastened  with  a golden  lock,  the  key  of  whicii,  also 
of  gold,  has  been  delivered  to  his  next  of  kin. 

ITALY. 

London,  January  15.— The  court  of  Rome  persist.^ 
in  its  plan  of  successive  suppression  at  ihe  feudal 
system.  All  the  barons  who  refuse  to  renounce 
their  jurisdiction  in  the  fiefs  they  possess,  are 
obliged  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  Ihe  officers  oF 
justice  and  the  military  force.  The  greater  part  of 
these  barons,  to  save  these  sums,  have  consented 
to  renounce  whatever  was  required  of  them. 

SICILY. 

The  king,  having  adopted  measures  to  divest  the 
clergy  of  some  of  the  lands  that  they  enjoyed  the 
reve”ues  of,  “for  the  good  of  the  church,” — much 
disaffection  is  reported  to  exist  in  Sicily. 

GERMANY. 

A great  army  is  to  be  kept  up  at  Frankfort  to 
maintain  the  peace  of  Europe,  The  public  mind  in 
Germany  is  represented  as  being  far  from  a state  of 
quiet.  The  military  contingent  of  ther  German! 

enfederation  is  to  consist  of  120,000  men,  viz 
96,000  infantry,  18,000  cavalry  and  6,000  arliUeiy-  • 


96 


NILES’  REGISTER -- APRIL  4, 1818— FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


the,  CHValry  lo  be  doubled  and  the  artillery  tripled 
in  case  of  war. 

The  son  of  Napoleon,  by  Maria  Louisa,  is  to  have 
the  first  rank  after  the  princes  of  the  imperial  fa- 
mily of  Austria,  with  the  title  of  duke.  There  is 
a report  that  he  will  be  made  king"  of  Italy. 

Baron  Charles  de  Sturmer  is  appointed  Austrian 
consul-general,  to  reside  at  Philadelphia,  with  the 
pay  of ‘i4,000  francs, per  annum,  besides  12  000 more- 
as  a personal  salary,  and  10,000  ducats  for  an  outfit. 

PRUSSIA. 

Berlin^  January  10.— The  legal  enquiry  institut- 
ed against  colonel  Thieli  and  the  ci-devant  captain 
of  cavalry  Goschitzki,  for  fighting  a duel,  is  now 
terminated,  and  has  been  followed  by  a sentence, 
which  is  entirely  conformable  to  the  severity  of 
our  laws  upon  duelling.  This  first  sentence  has 
been  pronounced  only  on  the  officers  engaged  in 
this  affiiir.  Colonel  Theili  has  been  sentenced  to 
nine  years’  confinement  in  a fortress,  and  his  second 
to  the  same  punishment  for  four  years.  It  is  said,  his 
majesty  has  confirmed  the  sentence  to  its  full  ex- 
tent. Sentence  has  not  yet  been  passed  upon  M. 
Goschiizki,  who  having  been  previously  cashiered 
for  other  transgressions,  is  no  longer  amenable  to 
military  law. 

SWITZERLANB. 

The  Swiss  government,  in  compliance  with  the 
requisition  made  by  the  ministers  of  France  and 
Austria,  have  decided  that  no  publication  shall  be 
permitted  in  that  country  containing  offensive  and 
Improper  sentiments, 

RUSSIA. 

Taganrock,  on  the  Black  sea,  has  become  a place 
of  great  trade,  though  less  frequented  than  Odessa 
—287”  vessels  sailed  from  it  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  not  including  132  vessels  employed  in  coast- 
ing. The  imports  of  gold  and  silver  specie  are  given 
at  5,582,249  roubles,  and  of  merchandize  to  the  va- 
lue of  2,658,645  roubles— the  exports,  11,972,700 
roubles. 

BABBART  POWERS. 

The  Algerines  have  recently  captured  nine  ves 
eels  (of  w'hat  nations  not  stated)  in  the  Mediterra- 
neaip  The  plague  rages  at  various  places  on  the 
coast.  The  bey  of  Oran  has  been  strangled. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  intention  of  the  grand  seignior 
to  confirm  the  election  of  the  new  Dey  of  Algiers, 
although  he  had  been  raised  to  that  dignity  by  re- 
bellion. 

The  dey  of  Algiers  has  most  grossly  insulted  the 
British  and  Sardinian  consuls — the  latter  was  or- 
dered to  leave  Algiers;  and  the  British  papers  talk 
loudly  of  another  expedition  against  the  pirates, 

A Portuguese  frigate  is  said  to  have  been  cap- 
tured by  Uie  Algerines;  and  the  former  to  have  de- 
clared \yar  against  the  latter. 

WEST  INRIES. 

The  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  and  St.  Domin- 
go are  holding  out  strong  inducements  to  emigrants 
to  settle  in  those  islands.  After  wliat  has  occur- 
red they  will  find  great  difficulty  to  make  any  be- 
lieve that  their  promises  are  to  be  relied  upon,. 

Many  slaves  have  efiected  their  escape  from  se- 
veral of  the  British  islands  by  seizing  upon  small 
vessels,  to  the  great  alarm  of  tlie  planters,  and, 
probably,  miserably  to  parish  at  sea. 

EAST  INDTES. 

The  Pieshwah  h.as  ceded  to  the  British  a tract  of 
oon.ntry  producing  a clear  revenue  of  thirty-four 
lacks  of  rupees,  with  the  impe)rtant  fort  at  Alnned- 
VTiigger,  &c.  lie  is  now  fairly  and  fully  under  the 
pvi^teciiaji  of  the  British  [A  rupee  is  valued  at  55 
cents— a lack  is  100, 000.] 


The  East  India  company  are  negociating  a new 
loan  at  6 per  cent — and  propose  to  add  the  interest 
to  the  principal,  when  over  100  Sicca  Rupees,  it 
the  lenders  consent. 

SPAKISU  AMERICA. 

A late  arrivaljfrom  Buenos  Ayres  gives  us  reason 
to  fear  that  the  republic  of  La  Plata  is  not  so  well 
settled  as  could  be  wished.  The  executive  part  of 
the  government  seems  very  despotic;  but  some  al- 
lowances must  be  made  for  the  condition  of  the 
country,  no  doubt  infected  with  secret  enemies  and 
traitors.  Artigas,  the  chief  of  Banda  Oriental,  is 
at  open  war  with  the  Buenos  Ayreans,  and  lately 
defeated  and  nearly  destroyed  1500 men  sent  against 
him.  Talcahuana,  the  only  royal  post  in  Chili,  still 
held  out,  though  besieged  by  a patriot  army  under 
general  Brayer,  a soldier  of  Napoleon — a reinforce- 
ment of 3000  men  from  Lima  is  said  to  have  arrived 
at  Talcahuana, 

The  ship  Beaver,  of  New  York,  laded  with  a ve- 
ry valuable  cargo,  and  the  brig  Canton,  of  Salem, 
have  been  seized  at  Talcahuana,  by  the  royalists, 
for  being  engaged  in  a trade  with  certain  countries 
possessed  by  the  patriots — and  their  crews  have 
been  thrown  into  prison.  (Xj’British  vessels  so  si- 
tuated and  equally  in  the  power  of  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, were  not  molested. 

These  vessels  were  bound  to  the  N W.  coast,  Ja- 
pan and  Canton;  they  stopped  to  get  supplies  of 
wood  and  water — were  violently  taken  possession  of 
an  armed  force,  and  iheir  crews  treated  in  the  most 
indignant  and  barbarous  manner.  Five  of  them, 
however,  escaped  and  were  well  received  by  Ber- 
nardo O’Higgins,  the  patriot  general  commanding 
in  Chili.  The  invoice  value  of  the  cargoes  of  these 
vessels  is  given  at  ^280,000. 

The  British  have  a frigate  on  this  coast  to  pro- 
tect their  trade.  The  Ontario  and,  possibly,  the 
Hornet,  may  have  the  same  object  in  regard  to 
our’s.  A British  ship  had  arrived  at  Valparaiso 
from  Calcutta  with  a cargo  of  piece  goods  valued 
at  g300,(X)0. 

Many  rich  prizes  had  recently  arrived  at  Buenos 
Ayres.  Several  vessels  of  war  were  fitting. 

The  Buenos  Ayrean  government  appears  to  be  on 
the  best  understanding  with  that  of  Brazil — Arti- 
gas is  at  war  with  both. 

It  is  reported  that  gen.  Mina  is  not  dead.  The 
whole  story  of  his  capture,  execution  and  dissec- 
tion is  said  to  be  a “legitimate”  fabrication;  and  his 
affairs  are  represented  as  prosperous!  We  do  not 
believe  this  news  to  be  true. 

It  is  notorious  that  Spain  draws  a large  portion 
of  her  supplies  for  carrying  on  her  war  against  the 
colonists,  direct  from  the  United  States;  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  her  naval  force  in  the  .\merican  seas 
is  made  up  of  vessels  purchased  here — yet  it  is 
complained  that  we  afford  facilities  to  the  patriot 
privateers.  The  fact  is,  that  our  neutrality  has  been 
a little  like  the  Indian’s  tree— which  was  so  straight 
that  it  /ennet/ ’tother  way. 

A stout  ship  and  2 heavily  armed  brigs,  supposed 
to  be  under  the  command  of  admiral  Brown,  were 
lately  off  Cuba.  A royal  sloop  of  war,  of  24  guns, 
iiad  a 10-miautes  fight  with  the  ship,  and  put  into 
Matanzas,  “literally  cut  to  pieces.”  The  squadron 
was  watching  for  a frigate  expected  from  Vera 
Cruz  with  ^3,000,000.  The  war  in  Venezuela  still 
rages,  with  various  success  and  great  effusion  ot 
blood.  The  population  of  this  country  must  be  ex- 
ceedingly reduced.  An  expedition,  under  command 
of  Bolivar,  sailed  from  Angustura  on  the  3lst  Dec, 
in  38  gun-boats,  and  other  small  vessels — destina- 
tion not  stated.  The  independent  squadron  at  that 
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place  fitting  out,  and  soon  expected  to  be  ready 
for  sea,  consisted  of  three  brigs,  1 polacre,4  schoo- 
ners, and  2 gun  boats,  some  of  them  heavily  armed. 

Admiral  Brown  has  arrived  ofF  the  Balize,  with 
an  armed  brig  in  company,  his  prize.  He  fell  in 
with  a convoy  of  Guinearaen,  and  compelled  a sloop 
of  war  and  a schooner  to  strike  to  him;  but  the 
state  of  the  weather  prevented  him  from  taking 
possession,  and  they  escaped  in  the  night. 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

March  20.—Mr.  Crittenden^  from  the  cornmittee 
on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill  prescribing  the 
manner  of  deciding  controversies  between  two  or 
more  states, 

Mr.  WUliamSy  of  Tenn.  from  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  reported  the  bill  to  reduce  the  staff 
of  the  army,  with  an  amendment. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  general 
account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
1817,  and  the  accounts  of  the  war  and  liavy  depart^ 
ments,  from  October,  1816  to  October  1817,  toge- 
ther with  the  reports  thereon. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Mon- 
roe, respecting  negociations  which  took  place  last 
year  with  the  government  of  the  Netherlands, 
which  was  read. 

Several  bills  were  passed  through  different  stag- 
es.  Adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  23.-— The  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  bre- 
vet officers  was  passed — and  several  other  bills 
passed  through  different  readings. 

March  24. — Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial 
of  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  requesting  an  investigation  of 
his  conduct  as  contractor  for  supplying  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dickerson^  agreeably  to  notice,  reported  a 
resolution  directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  thanks  of  congress,  presented  to  ma- 
jor general  Harrison  and  gov.  Shelby. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  representa- 
tions in  behalf  of  Mr.  Meade,  naade  a report  of  con- 
siderable length,  taking  a full  view  of  the  subject, 
recognizing  ^e  wrongs  of  Mr  Meade,  and  declar- 
ing, substantially,  that  if  the  demand  of  the  execu- 
tive for  his  release  be  not  complied  with,  the  o.f- 
fence  ought  to  be  visited  with  severe  retribution. 
[See  the  report,  page  92.] 

The  bill  adjusting  the  claims  to  land,  and  estab- 
lishing land  offices  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island 
of  New  Orleans,  had  been  previously  much  contest- 
ed; and,  on  the  question  that  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Campbell,  Dagget,  Gaillard, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  Wil- 
liams.— 9 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dickerson,  Eppes,  Fro- 
mentin.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Stokes,  Storer,  Talbot. — 12 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr  Barbour  introduced  a bill  to  increase  the  sa 
larles  of  certain  officers  of  government — [heads  of 
departments.] 

March,  25.— Mr  Troup  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  set- 
iting  apart  and  appropriating  the  dividends  which 
.^shali  arise from  the  shares  held  by  the  government 


in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  arms  and  equipments,  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  U.  States. 
[Agreed  to  next  day.] 

March  26. — A considerable  number  of  reports, 
bills,  &c.  were  disposed  of— 

The  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Barbour  on 
the  9th  of  December,  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  to  give  congress  the  power  of  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  construction  of  roads  and 
canals,  with  the  consent  of  the  states  in  which  they 
are  made,  &c.  was  taken  up;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Daggett  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  to  the  1st  of  July  next, 
(to  reject  it)  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
as  follows: 

For  the  postponement— Messrs.  Burrill,  Camp- 
bell, Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Gaillard,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morril,  Morrow,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Storer,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  of  Ten.  Wilson, — 

Against  the  posponement. — Messrs.  Barbour, 
Dickerson,  Fromentin,  Macon,  Roberts,  Smith, 
Stokes,  Tait,  Tichenor. — 9. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a fire  insurance  company 
in  Washington  city:  the  bill  to  authorize  the  state 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands;  the  bill  to  re- 
duce the  staff  of  the  army;  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
fees  of  notaries  in  Washington  county,  district  of 
Columbia;  and  a bill  to  make  valid  certain  acts  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia, were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  departments 
and  of  the  attorney  general. 

Various  propositions  were  received  and  disposed 
of  respecting  the  increase  proper  to  be  made,  the 
impropriety  of  discrimination  in  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  these  officers,  &c. 

The  bill  was  finally  amended  so  as  to  fix  the  sala- 
ries of  the  secretaries  of  state  and  of  the  treasury 
at  6500  dollars  each,  the  secretaries  of  war  and  of 
the  navy  6000  dollars  each;  that  of  the  attorney 
general  at  3500  dollars;  and  that  of  the  post  master 
general  at  4000  dollars,  to  commence  on  the  first 
of  January  last. 

In  this  shape  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  27. — Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of 
post  offices,  to  whom  was  committed  an  enquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  security 
of  passengers  in  the  mail  coaches,  against  danger 
arising  from  gross  negligence  in  the  proprietors  or 
drivers,  made  a report  adverse  to  any  such  provi- 
sion by  law. 

Several  bills  were  passed  to  a second  and  third 
reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  considenation  of  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house,  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  thanks  of  congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
presented  to  major  general  William  Henry  Harri- 
son, and  Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  of  Kentucky, 
and  through  them  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
their  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct in  defeating  the  combined  British  and  Indian 
forces  under  major  general  Proctor,  on  the  Thames, 
in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  capturing  the 
entire  British  army  with  their  baggage,  camp  equip 
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pr.^e,  and  vV  tilery;  and  that  the  president  of  the 
U 'i  e 1 States  be  requested  to  cause  two  gold  me- 
dals to  be  struck  emblematical  of  this  triumph,  and 
presented  to  general  Harrison  and  Isaac  Shelby, 
la  e governor  of  Kentucky. 

Tl)e  resolution  was  modified  by  striking  out  the 
v/or  ! ‘‘entire,”  in  the  12th  line,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Among  the  bills  passed  this  day  was  the  bill  to 
increase  the  salaries  of. certain  officers  of  the  go 
venuTient. 

Anjourned  to  Monday. 

Wechiesday^  April  1. — The  resolution  requesting 
tho  president  of  the  United  Spates  to  procure  a 
sw  rd,  to  be  presented  to  Richard  M,  Johnson,  was 
read  a third  lime,  unanimously  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  liouse  of  representatives. 

Mr,  Roberts,  from  a select  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  prohibiiing  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  it;  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  20.  A report  from  the  committee 
was  received  favorable  to  the  allowance  of  a draw- 
back on  refined  sugars,  and  spirits  distilled  from 
foreign  materials  exported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  resolution  of  the 
gencr  1 assembly  of  Maryland,  respecting  the  esta- 
biishment  of  a naval  depot  within  that  state,  laid 
b fore  the  liouse  on  the  25th  ult.  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr  Sergeant  submitted  the  following  motion; 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
t>e  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  lay  before  this 
house,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest, 
any  communications  made  to  the  department  of 
state,  relating  to  the  occupation  of  Amelia  island 
not  heretofore  communicated. 

After  an  unsuccessfal  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  a good  deal  of  discussion  on 
the  propriety  of  making  this  additional  call  on  the 
executive,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  (having  refused  to  take  up  the  neu- 
trality bill)  again  went  into  committee  of  the  v/hole, 
Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  elections  respecting  the  right  of 
Mr.  Herrick,  a member  from  Ohio,  to  a seat  in  this 
house — Mr  Adams*  motion  to  reverse  the  report, 
and  thus  vacate  the  seat,  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

After  debate — the  question  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole  in  reversing  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  elections,  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tliose  who  voted  for  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and,  of  course,  against  the 
right  of  the  member  to  a seat,  were — 

Messrs.  Abbett,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Anderson,  Ky.  Austin, 
Rail,  Barbour,  Va.  Bateman,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Ben- 
nett, Burwell,  Claiborne,  Cook,  Crawtbrd,  Cuslnnan,  Darlington, 
Edwards,  Ewing,  S.  C.  Floyd,  Forney,  Forsyth  Garnett,  Hogg, 
Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Huntingdon,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson, 
Va.  Little,  Lowndes,  Md.ane,  Marr,  Mason,  R.  I.  Middleton, 
Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  Owen,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasants, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Bice,  Richards,  Robertson,  Lou.  Ruggles,  Sawyer, 
Sclmyier,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Simpkins  Slocumb,  S. 
Smith,  Eal.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Terrell, 
Terry,  Tompkins,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Walker.  Ken. 
Wtndover,  'VVesterlo,  Whin-side,  Williams,  Con.  Williams.  N.  Y. 
Williams,  N.  C.  Wilson,  Mass— 74. 

Tliose  who  votec-l  against  concurring,  and  in  fa- 
vor of  the  member’s  keeplus:  liis  seat,  " ere — 

Messrs.  Alien,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pa.  Baldwin,  Barber,  Ohio,  Bas- 
sett, Biuomtield,  Blount,  Bodeij,  Boss,  Butler,  Campbell,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Corostofk,  Crafts,  Cruger,  Culbretb,  Desha,  Earle,  Elli- 
cott,  Folgtr,  Gage,  Hale,  Hall,  Del.  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Her- 
• klmer,  Hitchcock,  Holmes,  Mass.  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Johnson, 
Ky.  Joaes,  Kinsey,  Kirt’and,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  P. 


Maelay,  M‘Coy,  Marohand,  Mason,  Mass  Merrill,  Moore,  Morton, 
Mosely,  Mumford,  Murray,  New,  Ogle,  Palmer.  Patterson,  Poin. 
dexter.  Porter,  Rich,  Ringgold.  Robertson,  Ky.  Sampson,  Sa- 
'vage,  Scudder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Spencer,  Strong, 
Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Townsend,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker, 

N.  C.  Wallace,  Whitman,  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Pa.— 77. 

So  the  house  refused  to  concur  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole;  and  then 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to 
recommit  the  subject  to  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions with  instructions  to  report  the  case  of  Mr. 
Herrick  distinct  from  other  cases  now  embraced  in 
the  report;  and  amotion,  also  unsuccessful,  by  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  to  postpone  the  report  in- 
definitely— 

The  question  was  taken,  by  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
agreeing  with  the  committee  of  elections  that  Mr. 
Herrick  is  entitled  to  a seat,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— ye.as  77,  noes  70.  Adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  21.  Considerable  business  of 
no  immediate  importance  was  transacted,  several 
bills  were  passed  through  a committee  of  the  whole, 
&c.  and  the  right  of  Messrs.  Earle  and  Mumford 
to  seats  in  the  house,  was  confirmed. 

Monday,  March  23.  The  house  was  chiefly  oc- 
cupied this  day  on  the  bill  respecting  neutral  na- 
tions. Several  amendments  were  made  thereto. — 
M''  Lowndes  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill — lost,  yeas  72,  nays  79.  A motion  to 
strike  out  the  10th  and  lllh  sections  was  negativ- 
ed— yeas  44,  nays  95.  The  bill  was  filially  order- 
ed tr»  a third  reading  by  ve;is  and  navs  as  folio  vs: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Pa.  Anderson,  Ken.  Ball, 
Barbour,  Va.  Barber,  Ohio,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bloom- 
field, Boden,  Purwell,  Campbell,  Claiborne,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cru- 
ger, Culbretb.  Desha,  Edwards,  Ellicott,  Floyd,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Hale,  Hall,  N.  C.  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Herkimer,  Hitchcock, 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Mass.  Hubbard,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson,  Va.  Jones, 
Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  M‘Coy,  Mar* 
eband,  Marr,  Merrill,  Moore,  Mumford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T. 

M.  Nelson,  N--W,  Ogle,  Gwen,  Palmer,  Parrott.  Patterson,  Peter, 
Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Porter.  Quarles.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Ken.  Robertson,  Lou.:  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Settle, 
Seybert,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  Speed.  Spencer,' 
Strother,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Tompkins,  Town- 
send, Trimble,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Tyler,  Walker,  N. 
C.  WalkfV,  Ken.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Wil- 
son, Pen.— 95. 

NAYS.- Messrs,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass,  Allen.  Vt.  Baldwin,  Bay- 
ley,  Bennett,  Boss,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Earle, 
Folger,  Gage,  Hall,  Del.  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Hunter, 
Huntingdon,  Lowmdes,  M‘Lane,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Mason,  Mass. 
Mason,  R.  I.  Mercer,  Middleton,  Moseley,  Jer.  Nelson,  Ogden, 
Pawling,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rice,  Richards,  Ruggles, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Slocunib,  Alex.  Smyth,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong, 
Stuart,  Md.  Terrv,  Westerlo,  Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams  , 

N.  Y.  Williams, 'n.  C.  Wilson,  Mass.— 51. 

Tuesday,  March  24. — Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  made  a report  on  the 
petition  of  Jarius  Loomis  and  James  Bassett,  sailing 
masters  in  the  navy,  accompanied  by  a bill  autho- 
rising the  payment  of  a sum  of  money  to  the  officers 
and  crev/s  of  gun-boats  No.  149  and  154.  [ These 

were  the  officer,'''  who  attacked  and  blew  up  the 
negro  fort  on  the  Appalaclilcola.] 

After  other  business,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Desha  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  [providing  that  from  and  after  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  be 
thirteen  horizontal  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white 
— that  the  union  be  twenty  Stars,  white  in  a blue 
field;  and  that,  on  the  admission  of  every  new  state 
into  the  union,  one  star  be  added  to  the  union  of 
the  flag,  and  that  such  addition  shall  take  effect 
on  the  fourth  day  of  July  then  next  succeeding  such 
admission.] 

Mr  JVendover  sustained  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing the  regulation  proposed  by  the  bill,  in  a speech 
of  some  length. 

Debate  being  had — the  bill  was  ordered  for  a 
) third  reading,  [and  afterwards  passed.] 
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Tb.e  house  then  resolved  itself  ir  to  a coiv.mivtee 
of  l e ole.  M .Desha  in  the  cliair,  on  the  bill  mak 
irg  approorialions  for  the  support  of  governnier-t 
for  he  yeiir  1818,  and  the  clause  appropriMtin;-; 
30  000  iorars  for  compensation  to  the  com.mission- 
e s s^nt  to  South  America  bv  the  executive  in 
' iber  last,  elny  - der  cbnsiderad'm, 

Mr.  Clay  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  aitJ  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  foreig;n  relations 
whether  those  commissioners  were  furnished  with  credentials,  and 
if  th  ir  appointment  had  been  confirmed  by  the  senate;  also,  to 
what  ports  of  South  America  they  were  sent,  and  the  }»robahle  du- 
TEtioii  of  the  commission;  and  also,  if  it  would  not  be  looking  too 
much  into  its  objects,  he  would  be  glad  to  know  what  those  obj acts 
were. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  although  he  had  not  all  the  information 
required  by  the  speakm-.  yet  he  was  possessed  of  something  on  the 
subject  more  than  newspaper  intelligence.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  the  objects  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  con- 
fined merely-  to  the  financial  department;  they  had,  however,  some 
information  on  this  subject,  received  in  reply  to  some  enquiries 
that  the  eon)mittee  had,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  ad- 
dressed to  the  department  of  state,  which  would  answer  the  speak- 
er’s enquiry  as  to  the  ci'edentials  and  the  probable  duration  of 
the  commission  The  other  points  did  not  come  within  the  objects 
belonging  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  papers  referred  to  by  Mr.  Lowndes  were  hajvded  up  by  him 
and  read  as  foll9Ws:  j 

Department  of  state,  MarcA  2, 1818. 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  commission  | 
from  this  department  with  which  Messrs.  Rodney,  Graham  and  j 
Bland  were  furnished  by  direction  of  the  president.  They  have,  [ 
as  you  will  perceive,  no  distinct  diplomatic  rank.  They  are  ex-  j 
pected  to  be  absent  seven  or  eight  months;  and  the  compensation 
allowed  them  by  the  president  is  six  thousand  dollars  each,  and  j 
two  thousand  dollars  to  their  secretary.  Their  expenses  on  the ! 
voyage,  until  their  return,  except  while  on  shore  South  Ameri- 1 
ca,  are  likewise  allowed;  and  Messrs.  Rodney  aijd  Graham  hav.  j 
ing  been  appoint*  din  Jum-  last. and  prepared  to  go,  but  by  vari- 1 
ous  accidents  detained  until  the  beginning  of  December,  when! 
they  sailed,  claim  on  that  account  a further  allowance.  If,  .^ifter  j 
their  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  they  find  it  advisable  that  one  or  | 
more  of  tlunn  should  remain  on  that  continent,  and  go  to  Chili,  • 
that  measure  is  within  their  discretionary  powers.  As  this  con-  i 
tiugency  was,  however,  not  expected  as  probable;  and,  if  it  should 
occur,  it  was  not  foreseen  to  what  extent  of  time  it  might  go,  no  | 
specific  allowance  was  fixed  upon  for  it.  Under  these  circunistan- | 
ces,  it  was  anticipated  that  tha  sum  of  30,000  dollars  would  not  I 
more  than  suffice  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  mission.  , ' 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

William  Lowndes,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means , 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents: 

Be  it  known,  Caesar  Augustus  Rodney,  John  Graham,  and 
Theodorick  Bland,  three  distinguished  citizens  of  the  United  j 
States,  and  enjoying  in  a high  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  prewdent,  are  about  to  visit,  in  a national  ship  on  just  and 
friendly  objects,  and  at  tlte  special  desire  of  the  president,  divers 
places  and  countries  in  South  America. 

These  are  therefore  to  request,  that,  whithersoever  they  may  go, 
thej',  with  their  suite,  may  be  received  and  treated  in  a manner  due 
to  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  each  of  them,  as  aforesaid, 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to  their  own  merit. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  department  of  state, 
[L.  S.jthis  twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  make  any  objection  to  the  three 
respectable  citizens  for  whom  this  appropriation  was  intended— 
that  was  not  his  object;  but  to  enter  his  protest  to  this  kind  of  ap- 
propriation by  congress.  As  to  the  object  of  the  commission,  he 
thought  it  of  very  little  use  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money: 
he  referred  to  the  views -avowed,  and  the  directions  to  touch  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  Jkc.  and  said,  if  the  object  of  the  commission  was  to 
acquire  information  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  southern 
provinces,  it  was  the  most  unfortunate  mode  that  could  have  been 
adopted  for  that  purpose.  What,  asked  Mr.  C.  was  this  mode? 
Three  distinguished  citizens  are  selected,  their  appointment  and 
intentions  are  announced  by  the  newspapers,  months  before  their 
departure,  then  declared  by  the  president  himself,  and  made  known 
to  the  whole  world,  and  they  depart  with  all  the  paraphernalia  of 
public  ministers;  information  of their  object  precedes  them  where- 
ever  they  go.  As  soon  as  they  arrive  at  a South  American  port 
they  are  surrounded  by  ail  the  factions  in  the  country— royalists, 
if  there  were  any,  as  well  as  republicans,  who  strive  to  prejudice 
them  in  favor  of  their  respective  interests , to  mislead  their  judg- 
ments and  prevent  the  getting  correct  information  of  the  real 
Condition  of  things.  Mr.  C.  described  th  eextent  of  the  interior 
provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  shew  tnat  the  time  allowed  to  the 
commissioners  (if  they  were  acquainted  with  the  language,  raan- 
ncK  and  habits  of  the  country)  was  inadequate  to  enable  them  to 
make  any  material  addition  to  our  stock  of  information;  but. 
even  ifthey  could,  weretbey  to  range  the  whoh-  continent,  and 
visit  even  the  armies,  whether  successful  or  not,  of  the  different 

f parties,  still,  their  object  being  known , they  would  everywhere  be 
iable  to  the  same  -leception  and  imposition.  Correct  informa- 
tion they  would  not  obtain.  The  proper  course  to  have  adopted, 


Mr.  C.  said,  was  to  dispatch  an  individual  unknown  to  all  parties; 
soom  intelligent,  keen,  silent  and  observing  man,  of  pleasing  ad- 
dress and  insinuating  manners,  who,  concealing  the  object  of  his 
visit,  would  see  and  hear  every  thing,  and  report  it  faithfully. 

But  it  was  not  to  the  object  of  the  appropriation,  badly  as  the 
mission  had  been  devised,  that  Mr.  C.  rose  to  object;  it  was  the  con- 
stitutional point  it  involved  that  made  it  obnoxious;  and  he  r- ad 
the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  requires  the  consent  and  con- 
currence of  the  senate  to  all  appointments  not  specifically  pi-ovid- 
ed  for  by  law.  to  shew  that  these  commissioners  should  have  been 
nominated  to  that  body- taking  it  for  granted,  that  they  bad  not 
been  submitted  to  the  senate.  The  president  had  not  only  made 
these  appointments  without  the  authority  of  the  constitution,  or  of 
any  law  recognizing  them,  but  in  derogation  from  a positive  act 
of  congress.  There  was  an  act  of  congress  fixing  tlie  grade  of  the 
only  ministers  we  sent  abroad,  and  it  provided  for  two  cases  only, 
that  o'f  minister  plenipotentiary  and  that  of  charge  des  affaires. 
To  the  first  it  assigned  a salary  of  9000  dollars,  to  the  last  a salary 
of  4500  dollars.  Here  were  commissioners,  then,  sent  with  a sala- 
ry fixed  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  president,  and  not  conforma- 
ble to  that  prescribed  by  the  law  in  either  of  the  two  grades.  If 
he  might  assign  6000  dollars,  what  was  there  to  prevent  his  allow- 
ance  of  .50,000  dollars?  It  might  be  said  in  that  case  this  lunise 
would  afford  a remedy;  but  gentlemen  would  perceive  how  d ffi- 
cult  it  would  be,  to  withhold  from  an  agent  an  appropriation, 
which  had  been  promised  and  pledged  by  the  executive.  Th-  re 
was  a contingent  fund  cC  50,000  dollars  allowed  to  the  presid  nt  by 
law,  which  he  was  authorized  to  expend  witliout  rendering’' in 
congress  any  account  of  it;  it  was  confided  to  his  disetetion,  and„ 
if  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  had  been  made  from  tliae 
fund, Mr.  C.  said,  it  would  not  have  been  a proper  subject  for  en- 
quiry; hut.  under  pi'esent  circumstances,  in  opposition  to  tie  con- 
stitution, be  could  not  be  going  too  far,  in  giving  at  least  his  proj, 
test  to  this  appropriation  It  was  not  Iiis  intention  to  make  any 
motion  on  the  subject,  and  he  made  none. 

Mr  Forsyth  said,  the  constitution  vests  the  executive  vrith  thg 
power  to  make  appointments  in  the  recess  of  the  senate.  Whether 
these  were  such  as  required  the  confirmation  of  the  senate,  Isad 
been  or  would  be  submitted  for  that  purpose,  to  that  body,  he  did  not 
know,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  enquire.  Hepresumedxvhat  ought  to 
be  done,  was  done,  and  he  was  disposed  to  leave  the  sulyect  to  the 
executive  and  to  the  senate,  to  whom  it  more  properly  belonged. 
If  the  idea  of  the  speaker  w’as  correct,  aud  these  were  officers  re- 
quiring a nomination  to,  and  the  approbation  of  the  senate,  yet,  as 
they  were  appointed  in  the  recess,  no  constitutional  wrong  had 
been  done  in  their  appointment.  But  the  speaker  had  objected  to 
this  commission  because  it  was  useless,  if  it  was  information  they 
went  for.  Was  it  not  proper  and  necessary,  Mr.  F.  asked,  for 
the  government  to  have  information  of  the  stale  of  the  South 
American  provinces- of  their  actual  political  condition,  their 
prospects  of  suec-  ss,  &e?  Ifso,  this  information  could  be  obtained 
only  in  two  w.ays— by  the  n.'^wspapers,  or  by  agents  sent  out  for  tha- 
purpose.  The  vague  and  uncertain  reports  given  in  the  n<  wsjia-. 
pers  could  not  be  relied  oP,  and  the  president  had  thouglit  proper 
to  send  intelligeut  agents  to  obtain  the  knowledge  desired.  It  was 
probable  that  a private  man  might  have  obtained  this  informa- 
tion better;  but  there  was  anotlier  point  to.be  consid*  red:  tb  im- 
portance of  this  information  to  the  government  was  such,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  that  this  individual  should  be  an  American, 
and  the  kind  of  information  to  be  acquired  might  have  suhjectedi 
him  to  the  fate  of  other  Americans  in  the  Spanish  provinces:  ha 
might  have  been  thrown  into  a dungeon.  The  opposite  party 
might  adopt  this  course  to  prevent  his  comm  unicaiing  the  infor- 
mation he  should  have  acquired.  This  had  been  done;  American 
citizens  had  been  tiirowii  into  dungeons.  In  whatever  aspect 
this  subject  was  viewed,  Mr.  F.  could  see  no  impropriety  in  voting 
this  appropriation.  It  vvas  true  the  president  might  have  taken 
it  out  of  the  secret  service  fund,  and  no  enquiry  would  have  been 
made  about  it;  but,  in  order  to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  mission 
it  might  have  been  necessary  to  ask  a iurther  appropriation  for 
this  fund;  and  then  the  enquirj’  would  have  been  made,  for  wlial  it 
was  wanted.  The  present  course,  he  thought,  was  more  honora- 
ble and  fair.  It  would  have  been  necessary  to  double  the  ordina- 
ry contingent  fund,  and  it  would  have  been  a conclusive  objection 
to  the  appropriation,  that  congress  was  ignorant  of  the  object  to 
which  it  was  to  be  applied.  Would  the  house  Siave  been  willing 
to  vote  an  addition  to  the  secret  fund  for  what  might  have  h°en 
considered  the  employment  of  spies  throughout  the  world?  This 
objection  to  such  an  appropriation,  he  believed,  would  have  lieeit 
made  with  effect;  and  it  was  much  better  for  the  executive  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  present  open  and  frank  manner.  Mr.  F.  took  occasion , 
in  reply  to  an  allusion  of  Mr,  Clay,  to  say,  that  it  wa.s  true  he  did 
not  find  fault  with  the  executive  quite  as  often  as  the  honorable 
speaker  had  latterly  done,  but  still  he  was  not  the  defender  ofali 
executive  measures.  The  committee  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
recollect  that  lie  sometimes  differed  from  the  executive,and  iievei' 
failed  to  censure  what  he  believed  censurable. 

\1' . Clay  replied  to  Mr.  For.syth,  s.gymg“  that  he 
(Mr.  F.)  had  not  cot'-stroverted  the  objections  oflex-- 
ed  by  him.  He  added  that  the  independence  of 
South  America  was  .matter  of  history — an  inde- 
pendence was  not  to  be  established  by  a deJimua 
potestatem  sent  out  to  take  depositions,  he.  IV!r. 
IlopJcitison  generaXly  objected  to  the  appropriation 
— !?e  tb.ought  we  had  better  take  care  of  <iar 
constitution  than  be  sending  agents  to  look  after 
the  constitutions  of  other  g-overorneo.ts.  On  the 
suggestion  of  Mr  Lowndes  th.is  appropriation  wr" 
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passed  by  for  the  present  to  obtain  t!>e  additional 
information  asked  by  the  speaker.  This  item  be- 
ing thus  disposed  of— 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  a 
provision  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  the  outfit  and  one  year’s  salary  of  a 
minister  to  be  deputed  from  the  United  States  to 
the  independent  provinces  of  the  river  Plate,  in 
South  America. 

This  proposition  Mr  Clay  followed  up  by  entering 
into  a discussion  of  the  question,  involved  in  his 
motion  of  a formal  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  South  American  states  mentioned.  He  had 
spoken  something  better  than  an  hour,  when  having 
given  away  for  a motion  to  that  effect, 

The  committee  rose  about  half  past  4 o’clock, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday^  March  25,  The  having  again  resol v- 
ed  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr  Desha 
in  the  chair,on  the  annual  general  appropriation 
bill,  and  Mr.  Clay’s  proposition  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  a clause  for  .appropriating  18,000  dol- 
lars for  the  outfit  and  year’s  salary  of  a minister 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  yet  pending — 

Mr.  Clay  concluded,  in  a speech  of  three  hours  in 
length,  the  observations  he  yesterday  commenced 
in  support  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  took  the  flour  in  opposition  to 
the  motion,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay, 

When  Mr,  For.syih  concluded  his  speech,  which 
occupied  two  hours  in  the  delivery — 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained  leave  to  sit  again,  on  the  intimation  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  that  he  proposed  to  deliver  his  views  of 
the  subj  ect. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

' The  following  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

1 now  lay  before  congress  all  tlie  information  in  the  possession 
of  the  executive,  respecting  the  war  with  the  Seminoles,  and  the 
measures,  which  it  has  been  thouglu  proper  to  adopt,  for  the  safe- 
ty of  our  fellow  citizens,  exposed  to  their  ravages.  The  enclosed 
documents  shew  that  the  hostilities  of  tliis  tribe  were  unprovoked, 
the  offsprings  of  a spirit,  long  cherished  and  often  manifested  to- 
wards the  United  States,  and  that,  in  the  present  instance,  it  was 
extending  itself  to  other  tribes,  and  daily  assuming  a more  serious 
aspect.  As  soon  as  the  nature  and  object  of  this  combination  were 
perceived,  the  majoivgeneral  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  was  ordered  to  the  theatre  of  action  charged  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  war,  and  vested  with  the  powers  necessary  to 
give  it  effect.  The  season  of  the  year  being  unfavorable  to  active 
operations,  and  the  recesses  of  the  country  affording  shelter  to 
these  savages,  incase  of  retreat,  may  prevent  a prompt  termina- 
tion of  the  war;  but  it  may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  this  tribe  and  its  associates  receives  the  punishment 
which  they  have  provoked  and  justly  merited. 

As  almost  the  wiiole  of  this  tribe  inhabits  the  coautry  within 
the  limits  of  Florida,  Spain  was  bound,  by  the  treaty  of  1795,  to 
restrain  them  from  committing  hostilities  against  the  Uiiited  States. 
We  have  seen,  with  regret,  that  her  government  has  altogether 
failed  to  fulfil  this  obligation,  nor  are  we  aware  that  it  made  any 
effort  to  that  effect.  When  we  consider  her  utter  inability  to 
check,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  movements  of  this  tribe, 
by  her  very  small  and  incompetent  Ibrce,  in  Florida,  we  are  not 
disposed  to  asoribe  the  failure  to  any  other  cause.  The  inability, 
however,  of  Spain  to  maintain  her  authority  over  tiie  territory 
and  Indians  within  her  limits,  and  in  consequence  to  fulfil  the 
treaty,  ouglitnot  to  expose  the  United  States  to  other  and  greater 
injuries.  Where  the  authority  of  Spain  ceases  to  exist,  there  the 
United  States  have  a right  to  pursue  the  enemy,  on  a principle  of 
self  defence.  In  this  instance,  the  right  is  more  complete  and  ob- 
vious, because  v/e  shall  perform  only  what  Spain  was  bound  to 
have  performed  herself.  To  the  high  obligation^  and  privileges 
of  this  great  and  sacred  right  of  self  defence,  will  the  movement 
of  our  troops  be  strictly  confined.  Orders  have  been  given  to  the 
general  in  command  not  to  enter  Florid^,  unless  it  be  in  pursuit 
of  th(  enemy,  and  in  that  case  to  respect  the  Spanish  authority 
■wherever  it  is  maintained;  and  he  will  be  instructed  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  the  province,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  reduced  that 
tribe  to  order,  and  secured  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  quarter,  by 
satisfactory  arrangements,  against  its  unprovoked  and  savage  hos- 
tilities in  future.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  15,  1318. 

t!ie  documenls  accompanying-  the  above 
message,”  observes  tlie  JWuional  InteiUgencerf  *‘we 
find  an  official  annunciation  of  those  circumstances 
which  have  preceded  and  attended  the  recent  move- 


ments of  our  troops  in  the  south.  These  official  pa- 
pers vary  so  little  in  substance  from  the  unofficial 
accounts,  that  we  do  not  think  it  material  to  publish 
them,  with  the  exception  of  the  following  docu- 
ments, which  reduce  to  form  and  certainty  the 
rumors  we  have  heard  concerning  the  instructions 
to  our  military  authorities  respecting  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  w^ar” — 

Department  of  war,  16th  December,  1817. 
SIR— On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  should  the  Seminole  Indians 
still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for  their  outrages  and  depredations 
oil  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  president 
that  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  march  across  the  Florida 
line,  and  to  attack  them  within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  neces- 
sary, unless  they  should  shirker  themselves  under  a Spanish  post. 
In  the  last  event,  you  will  immediately  notify  this  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  Fort  Scott,  Georgia. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  major  general  An.- 
drexu  Jwkson,  at  Hashville,  Tennessee,  dated  Decemxr  26th  1817. 
You  will  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  to  fort  Scott, 
and  assume  the  immediate  command  of  the  forces  in  that  quarter 
of  the  southern  division. 

The  increasing  display  of  hostile  intentions  by  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, may  render  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  contiguous 
disposable  force  of  your  division  upon  that  quarter.  The  regular 
force  now  there,  is  about  800  strong,  and  lOOo  militia  of  the  state  of 
Georgia  is  called  into  service.  General  Gaines  estimates  the 
strength  of  the  Indians  at  2700.  Should  you  be  of  opinion  that 
our  numbers  are  too  small  to  beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the 
executives  of  the  aijjacent  states  for  such  an  additional  militia 
force  as  yon  may  deem  requisite. 

Thursday t March  26. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd^ 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  was  instructed  to  lay  be- 
fore this  house  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
held  for  the  trial  of  Franklin  Wharton,  lieutenant 
colonel  of  marines. 

Further  of  Amelia  Island. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  president,  by 
Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe,  his  secretary: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  compliance  with 
their  resolution,  of  March  the  20th,  such  information  not  hereto- 
fore communicated,  as  is  in  the  possession  of  the  executive,  relat 
ing  to  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island.  If  any  doubt  had  before 
existed  of  the  improper  conduct  of  the  persons  who  authorised, 
and  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  invasion,  and  previous  oc- 
cupancy of  that  island;  of  the  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  United 
States,  with  which  it  was  commenced  and  prosecuted  and  of  its 
injurious  effects  on  their  highest  interests,  particularly  by  its  ten- 
dency to  comprotnit  them  with  foreign  powers  in  all  the  unwar- 
rantable acts  of  the  adventurers,  it  is  presumed  that  these  docu- 
ments would  remove  it.  It  appears  by  the  letter  of  M.  Pazos, 
agent  of  commodore  Aury,  that  the  project  of  seizing  the  Pioridas 
was  formed  and  executed  at  a time  when  it  was  understood  that 
Spain  had  resolved  to  cede  them  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
prevent  such  cession  from  taking  effect.  The  whole  proceeding 

in  every  stage  and  in  all  its  circumstances  was  unlawful. 

The  coiMmission  to  general  McGregor  was  granted,  at  Philadel 
phia.  in  a direct  violation  of  a positive  law,  and  all  the  mea 
sures  pursued  under  it,  by  him,  in  collecting  his  force,  and  di- 
recting its  movements,  were  equally  unlawful.  With  the  conduct 
of  these  persons,  I have  always  been  unwilling  to  connect  any  of 
the  colonial  governments;  because  I never  could  believe  that  they 
had  given  the  sanction  either  to  the  project  in  its  origin,  or  to  the 
measures  which  were  pursued  in  the  execution  of  it.  These  do- 
cuments confirm  the  opinion  which  I have  invariably  entertained 
and  expressed  in  their  favor.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  26,  1818. 

List  of  paper's  transmitted  xvith  the  message  of  the  president  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  pursuance  of'the  resolution  of  the 
20th  March,  in  relation  to  the  occupation  ^ of  Amelia  island. 
Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
dated  at  Baltimore,  30th  July,  1817,  with  an  enclosure,  being 
Copy  of  a letter  from  sir  Gregor  McGregor,  to  a gentleman  in 
Baltimore,  dated  Feruandina,  17th  July;  18)7. 

The  same  to  the  same,  dated  at  Nassau,  New-Providence,  25th 
D.“cember,  1817,  with  an  enclosure,  being 
Extract  of  a proclamation. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  24th  Decem- 
ber. 1817,  with  an  enclosure,  being  directions  tor  sailing  into  Tam- 
pa hay. 

Extractor  a letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  13tli  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  with  enclosures,  being  directions  for  sailing  into  Tor- 
tola; translation  of  a letter  of  marque,  and  of  naturalization, 
granted  by  sir  Gregor  McGregor. 

Kxtract  of  a letter  to  the  same,  dated  19th  of  January,  1818. 
Major  J.  Bankhead  and  commodore  J.  D.  Henley  to  the  presi- 
dent, dated  Feruandina  20th  January,  1818. 

Don  Vincente  Pazos  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  8th  Febru- 
ary, 1818. 

Don  Luis  de  Aury  to  thejpresident  of  the  United  States,  dated 
Feruandina,  23d  December,  1817. 

Memorial  of  don  Vincente  Pazos  to  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  dated  Washington,  7th  February,  1818;  accompanied  with 
several  documents. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  don  Vincente  Pazos,  dated  Sth  March 
1818, 
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Th«  message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting,  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  house,  certain  statements  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  general  courts  martial  since 
1st  August  1812;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  South  American  question. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  unfinished  business 
having  been  announced-— 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  afford  time  for 
the  documents  expressly  bearing  on  the  question, 
yesterday  communicated,  to  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore the  house.  [See  page  91.] 

After  conversation  respecting  it,  this  motion  was 
negatived. 

The  House  then  having  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Besha  in  the  chair,  on  the 
general  appropriation  bill;  and  Mr.  Clay’s  motion 
to  insert  an  appropriation  for  a minister  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  being  yet  under  consideration— 

Mr  Loivmles  addressed  the  house  in  a speech  of 
an  hour  and  a half,  in  opposition  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Robertson  followed,  in  a speech  of  half  an 
hour’s  length,  in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  next  addressed  the  house  in 
opposition  to  the  motion,  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  delivered,his  views  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment. 

I ; Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  followed  in  a speech  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Forsyth  spoke  briefly  in  explanation;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth,  of  Va.  the  committee 
rose,  obtained  leave  to  sit  again;  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  March  27.  Mr.  Rich,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  claims,  to  which  was  referred  two  reports,  of 
the  commissioners  of  claims,  containing  the  reports 
of  the  facts  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  cases, 
for  applications  for  payment  for  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  in  Buflaioe,  and  its  vicinity  on  the 
Kiagara  frontier,  from  the  19th  December,  1813,  to 
the  1st  Janury,  1814,  both  inclusive,  made  a report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Several  reports  respecting  private  claims  were 
received,  and  sundry  resolutions  offered— to  be  no 
ticed  in  their  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Claiborne,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president’s  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  upon  the  subject  of  expen- 
ses incurred  under  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  be  referred  to  a com- 
mittee, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  nature  and  causes  of  said  expenses;  also,  int© 
the  principles  upon  which  the  commissioners  un- 
der the  6th  and  7th  articles  of  said  treaty  have  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  thereof,  and  that  said  com 
mittee  make  a detailed  report  thereon,  for  whici 
purpose  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for  such 
persons  and  papers  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

The  bill  “concerning  the  bounty  or  allowance  to 
fishing  vessels  in  certain  cases,”  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

South- American  Question. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill;  to 
which  an  amendment  had  been  moved  by  Mr!  Clay 
to  introduce  an  appropriation  for  the  outfit  of  a 
minister  to  Buenos  Ayres — 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  opposed  this  motion  in 


a speech  of  something  more  than  an  hour’s  length. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mass,  advocated  it  in  a speech  of 
about  the  same  extent. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Va.  next  spoke,  at  considerable 
length,  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  JVelson  then  delivered  a speech  of  about  an 
hour’s  length  against  it. 

When,  at  a late  hour,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  28. — It  is  noticed  as  a remarka- 
ble circumstance,  that  no  petition  was  presented 
this  day. 

Mr-  Rhea,  from  the  committee  on  pensions  and 
revolutionary  claims,  reported  a bill  making  provi- 
sion for  the  claim  of  M,  Poiroy,  as  secretary  and 
aid  de-camp  to  major-general  La  Fayette;  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

South' American  Question. 

The  house  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  w’^hole,  Mr.  Besha  in  the  chair,  on 
the  general  appropriation  bill;  into  which  a mo- 
tion had  been  made  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  was  still 
pending,  to  introduce  an  appropriation  for  a minis- 
ter to  Buenos  Ayres — 

Mr.  Clay,  in  a speech  of  two  hours’  length,  de- 
fended his  motion,  and  replied  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  taken  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Poindexter  then  addressed  the  committee 
against  the  motion,  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length. 

Mr. Forsyth,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  and  Mr.  H.  JVelson, 
severally  made  replies  to  Mr.  Clay,  who  rejoined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Clay,  and,  on  the  division  of  the  committee 
the  vote  stood  thus: 

For  the  motion,  45 

Against  it,  115 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  other  clauses 
of  the  appropriation  bill. 

The  first  clause  which  came  under  consideration 
was  that  of  dollars,  for  the  salaries,  expenses,, 
&c.  &.C.  of  the  commissioners  under  the  5th,  6th 
and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Mr.  Claiborne  took  exception  to  tlie  appropri- 
ation, on  the  ground  of  the  unexpected  amount 
of  the  expenses  of  the  commissions.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Holmes, 
of  Mass,  and  Pitkin.  Mr.  Lotvndes,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  did  not  justify 
all  the  expenditure,  but  shewed  that  a considerable 
part  of  it  was  unavoidable. 

Some  items  of  these  expenses  were  pretty  se- 
verely reprobated,  and  the  discussion  resulted  in  a 
partial  appropriation,  and  in  restricting  the  salaries 
of  agents  to  ^3000,  See. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  ap- 
propriation bill,  with  the  amendments  which  had 
been  made;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  30.  Mr.  Loiundes,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  from 
the  senate,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  the  government  with  some  amendments  {^maklng 
the  bill  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  April  next,  in- 
stead of  Jan.  last,  and  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion contained  in  the  bill,  leaving  it  to  be  provided 
for  in  the  general  annual  appropriation  bill]  which 
together  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  a com- 
mitte  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  commit- 
tee appoiwted  to  enquire  whether  any,  and  what, 
clerks  or  other  officers  in  either  of  the  dep.irtmeats 
or  in  any  office  at  che  seat  of  government,  have  con- 
ducted themselves  improperly  in  their  official  du- 
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ties,  made  a long  report,  embracing  a particular 
de'ail  of  facts  touching  the  conduct  of  several 
clerks, accompanied  by  a voluminous  mass  of  papers 
couLainirig  evidence,  he.  and  concluding  with  the 
resolutions: 

1.  Resolved.,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  clerks  in  the 
sev  ral  departments  from  acting  as  agents  Cor  claimants  against 
the  United  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  clerks  in  the 
several  departments  Crorn  engaging  in  the  business  of  trade. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  several  acts  relating  to  the  treasury  de- 
partment should  be  amended  and  certain  penalties  increased. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  report  a bill  or 
bills  to  carry  into  eftect  the  above  resolutions. 

Tlie  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Robertson^  of  Louisiana,  from  a select  com- 
mlltee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Gales  and  Seaton 
was  referred,  made  a report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a bill  authorising  a subscription  to  the  history 
of  congress;  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

! Mr.  Tuckei’s  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  to 
■whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage relating  to  roads  and  canals,  and  seminaries 
of  learning,  reported  the  following  resolutions 
wl’tch  were,  on  motion  of  Mr  Bassettf  ordered  to 
lie  on  tile  table  and  be  printed. 

Resolved,  That  the  sccret.avy  of  war  he  requested  to  lay  before 
this  licuseatthe  ensuing  session  of  congress,  and  report  a plan 
t-or  the  application  of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power  of  con- 
gress. to  the  purpose  of  opening  and  constructing  such  roads  and 
canals  as  may  deserve  and  require  the  aid  of  the  government,  with 
a view  to  military  operations  in  time  of  war,  the  transportation  of 
munitiousof  war,  and  to  the  move  complete  defence  of  the  United 
States.  And  also,  a statement  of  the  works  of  the  nature  above-’ 
mentioned,  whicii  have  been  commenced,  the  prpgress  which  has 
been  made,  and  thte  means  and  prospect  of  their  completion,  to- 
geiher  with  such  information,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary, 
shall  be  material  in  relation  to  the  objects  ofthis  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requested  to 
prepare  and  report  to  this  house  at  the  next  session,  a plan  for  the 
application  of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power  of  congress  to 
the  purpose  of  opening  and  improving  roads  and  making  canals, 
together  with  a statement  of  the  undertakings  of  that  nature,  which, 
as  objects  of  public  improvement,  may  require  and  deserve  the 
aid  of  the  government:  and  also  a statement  of  works  of  the  nature 
abovementioned  which  have  been  commenced,  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  them,  the  means  and  prospect  of  their  being 
comi)letetl,  the  public  improvements  carried  on  by  states  or  by  com- 
panies or  incorporations,  which  have  been  associated  for  such  pur.' 
poses  to  whicli  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  subscribe  or  afford 
assistance,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  associations,  and  the 
state  of  their  funds,  and  such  information,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  secretary,  shall  be  material  in  relation  to  the  objectsof  this  re- 
solution. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  papers  refer- 
red to  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  the 
14ih  in.st.  accompanying  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent of  that  date,  on  the  subject  of  our  affairs  with 
Spain;  embracing  an  immense  volume  of  correspon- 
dencebetweea  our  government  and  the  minister  of 
Spain,  antecedent  to  that  communicated  on  the 
14ih,und  sundry  other  papers — transmitted  to  the 
house  by  the  secretary  of  stale,  in  obedience  to  in- 
si  ructions  from  die  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations. 

The  iiouse  then  proceeded  to  conisder  the 
amendments,  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
year  1818— 

Mr.  Fovsyih,  moved  to  strike  out  the  specific  ap- 
piamriation  of  30,000  doll.ars  to  pay  the  mission  to 
South  America,  and  to  add  the  30,000  dollars  to  the 
contingent  fund. 

Mr.  F.  remarked,  in  explanation  of  his  motion, 
that  the  specific  appropriation  supposed  that  the 
persons  sent  by  the  president  were  official  charac- 
ters; as  such  it  was  ncces.sary  that  their  appoint- 
ments should  be  submitted  to  the  senate.  They 
would  be  considered  in  the  light  of  ministers  of 
some  grade,  sent  to  a foreign  government,  and  not 
agents  appointed  under  the  discretion  of  the  execu- 
tive, to  acc^uire  lafonnation.  The  practice  of  ail 


former  time  required  the  paj  ment  to  be  made  out 
of  the  contingent  fund,  whose  expenditures  was 
trusted  wholly  to  executive  discretion.  The  re- 
cognition of  such  unofficial  agents,  and  a specific  ap- 
propriation to  pay  them,  would  be  to  establish  a pre- 
cedent for  the  most  extensive  abuses;  abuses  which 
could  nat  well  be  committed  by  expenditures  out 
of  the  contingent  fund.  He  believed  there  was  lit- 
tle difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
course  adopted  by  the  government,  and  none  to 
the  appropriation  of  the  necessary  funds  to  meet 
its  views.  He  supposed  that  his  motion  would 
prevail  without  difficult}^,  and  reconcile  every  pos- 
sible objection  to  that  part  of  the  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr,  Lotvndss  signified  his  approbation  of  Mr.  For* 
syth’s  proposition:  and 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  Sovth-,dinerican  question. 

Mr,  Anderson,  of  Ken.  rose  and  renewed  the 
proposition  unsuccessfully  made  in  committee  of 
the  whole  by  Mr.  Clay,  to  appropriate  a sum  not 
exceeding  18,000  dollars,  *‘for  an  outfit  and  one 
year’s  salary  of  a minister  to  the  united  provinces  of 
the  River  Plate,  the  outfit  to  be  paid  and  the  sala- 
ry to  commence  whenever  the  president  shall  deem 
it  expedient  to  send  a minister  to  the  government 
of  the  said  provinces.” 

Mr.  Anderson  made  this  motion  not  with  and  idea 
of  a difierent  result,  but  in  consideration  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  question,  on  which  it  was 
desirable  to  have  the  vote  recorded,  with  which 
view  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Spencer.,  without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
proposition,  which  had  been  so  fully  and  ably  dis- 
cussedj  briefly  disclosed  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  for  the  proposition,  and  inci- 
dentally touched  on  some  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  this  proposi- 
don. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  ex- 
actly the  same  vote  as  decided  the  question,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  viz.  yeas  45,  nays  115,  as 
follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Pa.  Anderson,  Ken.  Barber,  Ohio , 
Bellinger, Bloomfield,  Blount,  Botlen,  Claiborne,  Comstock,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Floyd,  Gage,  Harrison,  Herkimer, 
Herrick.  Holmes,  Mass,  Johnson,  Va.  .foluison,  Ken.  Jones,  Kinsey, 
Merrill,  Murray,  New,  Ogle,  Owen,  Patterson  Porter,  Quarles, 
Robertson,  Ken.  Robertson,  Lou-  Rogers,  Shaw,  Spencer,  farr, 
Trimble,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Walker,  N.  C.  Walkt  r,  Ky. 
Wallace,  Whiteside.— 45. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Mats.  Allen,  Vt,  Austin, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Va.  Bassett,  Batebian,  Bayley,  Beecher, 
Bennett,  Bo.ss, Burwell,  Butler,  Campbell,  Clagctt,  Cobb,  Colston, 
Crafts, Cruger,  Culbretb, Cushman, Darlington, Edwards,  Ellicott, 
Ervin,  S.  C.  Folger,  P'orney,  Forsyth,  Garnett,  Hall,  Del.  Hall, 
N.  C.  Hasbrouck,  Herbert,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hoi>- 
kinson,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  ;Huntingdon  Irving,  N.  Y.  Kirtland, 
Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  Livei more,  Lowndes,  W.  P.  Maclay,  M’Coy, 
Marr,  Mason,  Mass.  Mason,  R.  I,  Mercer,  iVIiddleton,  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Moseley,  Mumf<n-d,  Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  Ogden,  Palmer, 
PaiTott,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savage, 
Sawyer.  Schuyler,  Sendder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seyhert,  Sherwood, 
Silsbee,  Siiiikius,  Slocuinb,  S.  Smyth,  Bal.  Smitli,  Alex.  Smyth,  J. 

S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Stuart,  Md.  Talimadgtv 

T. iylor,  Terrell,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whitman-  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y. 

Williams, N.  C.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Mass.  Wilson,  Pa.— 115. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  sent  to  the  senate  from  this 
house,  fixing  on  the  13ih  proximo  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  session,  was  returned  from  the  senate 
with  an  amendment,  substituting  the  20th  of  April 
for  the  13ih. 

The  amendment  of  tjhe  senate  was  agreed  to 
tvithout  a division. 
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The  joint  resolution  directing  medals  to  be 
struck  and,  together  with  the  llianks  of  congress, 
pres.,  iited  to  major  g'eneral  William  H.  Harrison 
and  governor  Isaac  Shelby,  was  received  from  the 
senate,  and  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Sundry  bills  were  received  from  the  senate,  and 
referred  to  various  committees;  and 

The  house  adjourned 

Tuesday^  March  21. — Mr.  Seyheri^  from  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  and  manufactures,  made  unfa- 
vorable  reports  on  the  several  petitions  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  looking  glasses  in  frames,  and  car- 
vers and  gilders  on  wood;  on  the  petitions  of  the 
merchants,  traders  and  tailors  of  Boston  and  Phila- 
delphia, which  reports  were  read  and  severally  con- 
curred in.  » 

Mr.  Forney y from  the  committee  on  military  af 
fairs,  made  a report  on  the  petition  of  Geo.  Shover, 
accompanied  by  a bill  allowing  bounty  in  land  and 
pay  to  certain  soldiers  who  left  the  service  with- 
out leave  after  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Johnsony  of  Ken.  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  senate,  to  reduce  the 
staff  of  the  army,  without  amendment  and  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  fixing  the  time  (the  2d  of  November)  for 
the  next  meeting  of  congress,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  declaring  the  assent  of 
congress  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina— the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
year  1818,  were  severally  passed  and  sent  to  the 
senate. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  announced,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations,  (the  first  of  ^52,984  to 
pay  claims  now  due  at. the  treasury,  and  the  second 
of  266,000,  to  meet  the  demands  that  will  be  made 
under  the  existing  contracts,  towards  completing 
the  Cumberland  road.) — 

Tlie  indefinitive  postponement  of  the  bill  being 
moved  for,  a debate  followed  and  the  question  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  postponement  56; 
against  it  82. 

After  which  numerous  propositions  were  made 
to  amend  the  bill — they  were  all  negatived,  and  it 
was  finaily  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing—67  to  62. 

fVednesday,  April  1. — Mr.  Seyberty  from  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  and  manufactures,  reported  a 
bill  to  increase  the  duty  on  certain  manufactured 
articles  imported  into  the  United  States,  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Pleasantsy  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, made  a report  on  the  resolutions,  some  time 
since  submitted  by  Mr,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  on  the 
subject  of  the  court  martial  upon  captain  Perry  and 
captain  Heath  of  the  marines.  The  report  was  long, 
with  the  statement  of  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  the  defect  was  not  in  the  law  but  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  it. 

^ Mr.  Pleasants  moved  that  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  which  was 
earned  without  a division. 

1 he  ejigrossed  bill  fixing  on  an  earlier  period  for 
the  next  meeting  of  congress  than  is  appointed  by 
the  constitution,  was  read  the  third  time  and  pas- 
sed— yeas  87,  nays  42. 

The  resoliuion  awarding  a sword  to  colonel 
Riciiard  M.  Joheson,  in  consideration  of  his  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  with  tlie  combined 
English  and  Indian  forces  on  the  river  Thames  in 
Upper  Canana,  on  the  5th  of  October,  181S,  was  re- 


ceived from  the  senate,  read  twice  and,  put  on  its 
passage — and  passed  nem.  con. 

The  house  next  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port 
or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  rhade  some  progress  therein. 

Thursday y April  2.  Amongst  the  petitions  pre- 
sented this  morning  was  one  by  the  speaker,  from 
Vicente  Pazos,  of  Peru,  in  S.  Americ^u  inbehal.  of 
himself  and  others,  praying  compensation  for  tlieir 
private  property,  which  was  taken  possession  of  at 
Amelia  Island  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
claims. 

Much  private  business  was  disposed  of  this  dar. 


CHRONICLE. 

A bill  fo7  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the 
governor,  judges,  See.  &c.  of  the  state  ofNew-York, 
has  been  reported  to  the  legislature. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  has  sailed  from  New  York. 
It  is  said  she  is  first  to  visit  Hayti,  and  then  to  pro- 
ceed to  some  of  the  Spanisl)  settlements  in  South 
America.  Com.  Lewis,  and  Messr.?.  Ervin  and  Strong 
are  passengers. 

The  British  frigate  Cybele  has  arrived  at  New- 
York  from  Jamaica  with  500,000  dollars  for  the 
bank  of  the  U.  S. 

It  is  believed  that  every  person  wlso  either  was 
principal,  accessary  or  confident,  concerned  in  the 
late  robery  of  the  mail,  has  been  arrested,  and  is  in 
confinement,  waiting  the  award  of  the  law!  Nearly 
ail  the  money  is  also,  supposed  to  have  been  reco* 
vered 

A meeting  has  been  held  at  New-York  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  a plan  to  obtain  the  servic».s 
of  Miss  0'j\'dl,  the  present  great  tragic  actress  on 
the  British  stage.  It  is  staled  that  she  Avill  not  re- 
quire more  than  10,000/.  or  44,000  dollars  as  one 
year’s  pay,  and  this,  it  seems,  it  is  calculated  may 
be  easily  paid! 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  both  political  parties 
in  Massachusetts  for  several  years,  at  the  approach 
of  a governor’s  election,  to  publish  an  address,  as  if 
from  a sailor,  in  favor  of  the  respective  candidates. 
These  addresses  are  headed  by  a “great  big”  ship, 
with  various  mottos  in  her  flags.  We  now  observe 
in  the  Boston  Centinel  a cut  of  a ship  thus  set  forth, 
with  cojp.  Brooks  at  the  main,  and  IVashingtou  and 
Monroe  policy y*^  at  the  foremast. 

The  fisheries.  Sixty  sail  of  vessels,  owned  in 
the  district  ofNewburyport,  were  employed  in  the 
fisheries  in  1817. 

Corn.  Barney  is  confined  to  I'.is  bed  by  sufferings 
of  the  wound  received  at  Bladensbt^rg — another 
operation  to  extract  the  ball  has  not  succeeeed. 

Duponds  mill.  We  have  briefly  noticed  the  ex- 
plosion of  Mr.  Dupont’s  powder  mill  on  the  Brandy» 
wine.  We  have  a mass  of  pariicub^s  rega?ding 
this  melancholy  event,  by  which  thirty  five  persons 
were  killed,  and  six  wounded.  Tl^e  bodies  of  most 
of  the  deceased  were  blown  into  pieces  and  scatter- 
ed at  great  distances  from  each  other — some  per- 
haps the  eighth  ofa  mile  apart!  The  distress  thus 
occasioned — and  the  misery  of  the  famillesof  the 
deceased,  are  easier  imagined  than  described.  The 
magazine  that  exploded  contained  about  25, 000/6i- 
of  powder.  The  Pounding  mill  first  bie  v up;  the 
graining  house  and  magazine  were  covered  with  a 
shower  of  fire,  and  blew  up  in  succession — ruid  filU 
ed  two  acres  of  ground  with  the  fragments  of  bouses, 
and  the  mangled  limbs  of  men,  &c.  in  terrible  con- 
fusion. Mr.  Dupont  himself  was  absent — and  a*i 
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his  family,  with  marshal  and  col.  Grouchy  who  were 
his  guests,  escaped  with  but  little  injury,  except 
his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Delmas,  who  had  his  shoul- 
der dislocated,  though  the  house,  with  most  of  the 
houses  of  the  workmen,  &c.  was  much  shattered. 
Large  trees  were  twisted  and  broken  as  if  struck 
with  lightning.  Loss  estimated  at  30,000  dollars. 

All  that  is  known  of  the  manner  in  which  this  di- 
saster occurred,  is  thus  stated — several  persons 
were  in  the  pounding  mill;  one  of  them  observed 
on  another’s  sleeve — he  rushed  forth,  exclaim- 
ing, we  are  all  lost — ran  to  the  bridge  over  the  mill 
race,  and  pushed  a man  with  him  into  the  water, 
and  under  the  bridge— they  were  saved.  The  ex- 
plosion was  felt  at  Lancaster,  about  40  miles  dis- 
tant. 

Mr.  Dupont  lias  two  sets  of  milis.  It  is  the  upper 
mills  that  were  destroyed . 

Speaking  of  the  marshal  and  col.  Grouchy,  a Phi- 
ladelphia paper  says — These  distinguished  stran- 
gers were  on  a visit  to  their  friend  Mr.  Victor  Du- 
pont, and  were  preparing  to  go  out  on  a shooting 
party,  when  the  late  awful  explosion  of  the  pow- 
der works  on  the  Brandywine  took  place.  Upon 
the  first  alarm,  they  rushed  out  with  others  to  the 
scene,  to  afford  whatever  assistance  circumstances 
might  require,  and  had  just  crossed  the  creek, 
when  the  magazine  blew  up,  spreading  destruction 
in  all  quarters,  A workman  at  the  elbow  of  col. 
Grouchy  was  killed  by  a stone  which  passed 
through  his  breast,  and  the  head  of  another  fell  at 
the  marshal’s  feet;  they  however  both  escaped  un- ! 
hurt.  It  was  supposed  that  all  the  buildings  in 
this  quarter  had  been  destroyed  by  the  first  explo- 
sion, as  they  appeared  to  be  all  in  flames,  but  it  was 
presently  pointed  out  to  them  by  one  of  the  surviv- 
ing workmen,  that  the  drying-house,  (in  which  they 
perceived  through  a window,  there  was  a consider- 
able quantity  of  powder)  had  not  yet  caught  fire. 

There  was  time  enough  for  escape  from  all  dan- 
ger from  this  building,  had  they  sought  safety  by 
flight, but  with  that  decision  .and  promptness  in  ac- 
tion which  distinguishes  truly  brave  men,  they  in- 
stantly seized  axes,  and  commenced  cutting  and 
tearing  aw’ay  a kind  of  bridge  or  platform,  which 
communicated  with  all  the  buildings  and  was  then 
in  flames,  and  which  in  a few  minutes  more  must 
have  set  fire  to  the  drying-house.  Their  example 
and  encouragement  drew  others  to  the  spot,  and 
after  great  exertions,  with  the  aid  of  water  buckets, 
the  fire  was  here  stopped.  Had  this  building  blown 
up,  the  refinery  and  other  buildings  on  the  right  of 
the  creek,  which  had  escaped  from  the  explosion 
of  the  magazine,  together  with  the  cloth  manufac- 
tory on  the  left,  with  what  remained  of  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  Mr.  Duponts,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  entirely  destroyed,  and  with  these  build- 
ings, the  houses  occupied  by  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  the  workmen.  In  short,  it  is  known  to  the 
writer  of  tliis  article,  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Du- 
pont attribute  the  salvation  of  what  remained  of 
their  property  at  their  works,  to  the  example  and 
exertions  of  these  gentlemen,  who  have  thus  en- 
twined a civic  wreath  with  the  laurels  of  Borodino, 
and  erected  in  the  breasts  of  the  widow  and  or- 
phan, a monument  that  will  be  as  lasting,  and  not 
less  honorable  to  them,  tliun  their  military  fame. 

Indian  war. — We  have  a large  collection  of  news- 
paper articles  relating-  to  the  war  against  tiie  Semi- 
noles — the  chief  things  worlliy  of  record  are  as  fol- 
lows.- 

Gen.  Gaines,  descending  the  Flint  river  to  Fort 
■"'cott,  had  his  boat  stove,  by  which,  (notwithstand- 


ing all  the  reports  about  it)  we  believe  only  one 
soldier  was  drowned — but  it  seems  that  the  gene- 
ral himself  and  the  little  party  that  was  with  him» 
were  a long  time  in  the  woods,  and  suffered  ex- 
ceedingly before  they  reached  fort  Scott,  being  also 
in  momentary  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  savages. 

The  Upper  Creeks,  1300  strong,  under  their  chief 
M‘Intosh,  as  general,  and  19  captains,  have  been 
organized  into  companies,  and  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States — they  are  now,  proba- 
bly, in  the  Seminole  country,  acting  under  the  com- 
mand of  gen.  Jackson. 

The  Tennessee  militia  have  also  reached  Fort 
Scott  before  this  time;  and,  if  other  circumstances 
will  permit,  we  may  soon  expect  to  hear  that  our 
army  has  passed  the  FloridaXme.  It  seems  under- 
stood  that  we  shall  take  possession  of  this  country 
to  preserve  its  neutral  relations.  Various  detach- 
ments of  United  States  troops  are  moving  towards 
it. 

The  Seminoles  are  as  subtle  as  they  are  savage — - 
and  it  is  feared  they  will  fight  only  in  detachments. 
Several  skirmishes  have  taken  place,  by  which  a 
few  have  been  killed  on  both  sides.  They  have 
murdered  a number  of  the  frontier  settlers,  in  the 
most  barbarous  manner.  We  fear  that  these  wretch- 
ed creatures  have  fixed  the  seal  to  their  extermina- 
tion. 

We  have  a report  that  a large  party  of  Indians 
attempted  to  surprise  gen.  Jackson  at  a point  call- 
ed Hammock,  near  the  Flint  river — but  were  re- 
pulsed with  the  loss  of  500  killed  and  left  on  the 
field,  among  whom  were  several  whites  and  ne- 
groes. The  woundedi  were  carried  off.  Our  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  is  said  to  have  amounted  to 
100.  This  report  has  not  been  confirmed,  nor  has 
it  reached  us  by  the  direct  route. 

Hampshire  election.  Mr.  Plumer  has  been  re- 
elected governor  of  New  Hampshire  by  an  increas- 
ed majority,  and  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
have  an  increased  republican  majority. 

JHississippi.  The  new  state  of  Mississippi  has 
organized  her  courts  of  law.  William  B.  Shields, 
esq.  has  been  appointed  judge  of  the  1st;  John  Tay- 
lor, esq.  of  the  2n^;  J.  P.  Hampton,  esq.  of  the  3rd, 
and  P.  Ellis,  esq.  of  the  4th  district.  L.  Harding 
attorney  general. 

A convoy  of  seventy-eight  African  slaves  was  re- 
cently arrested  at  the  Creek  Agency.  Probably  a 
part  of  some  of  the  cargoes  that  arrived  at  Amelia. 

Remains  of  Gen.  Swift.  Three  years  and  8 months 
ago,  this  worthy  and  much  lamented  citizen  of  Pal- 
myra, was  killed  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  whilst 
fighting  in  defejice  of  his  family — of  his  friends — of 
ius  country.  And  agreeably  to  his  request  made 
previous  to  leaving  his  friends,  his  remains  were  s 
few  days  since,  brought  from  the  place  of  their  in- 
terment, near  Lewiston,  to  this  village,  and  on  Sab- 
bath last,  were  carried  to  the  meeting-house,  where 
a most  solemn,  impressive  and  appropriate  sermon 
was  preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Townsend,  to  a crowded  and  attentive  audience, 
from  these  words: — 

And  Joseph  took  an  oath  of  the  children^  saymg 
God  will  surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall  carry  my  bones 
up  from  hence. — Gen.  1,  25. 

After  divine  service  was  closed, his  wasted  form 
and  mouldeiing  bones  v/ere  solemnly  deposited  in 
tlie  church  yard,  by  his  survivr'g  relatives  an.l  a 
numerous  assembly  of  sympathizing  friends — Alba- 
vy  Register. 
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Bank  of  the  united  states.  'I'hanks  to  Mr.  Kin^y 
oF  Ne  V York,  for  his  resolution  offered  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  on  the  3rd  inst.  see  paii^e 
118,  respecting  the  bank  of  the  United  States — Tlie 
spiHt  of  enqtdi^  has  gone  abroad;  truth  may  be  rna- 
I nif:sied;  and  the  people  preserved!  The  sun  is 
setting  to  the  day  of  specidation,-  and  night,  dark 
and  horrible  as  the  shades  of  Tartarus,  is  about  to 
envelope  some  that  planned  their  own  aggrandize 
menton  the  misery  of  an  unsuspecting  community. 
Air-built  castles  are  about  to  be  dissolved — the 
•‘painted  sepulchre”  to  be  opened,  and  we  may 
see  that  it  is  filled  with  “dead  men’s  bones.” 

The  anxiety  and  alarm  occasioned  by  Mr.  King’s 
motion,  is  the  best  evidence  that  can  be  afforded  of 
its  utility.  The  honest,  fair  dealing  man,  is  never 
. fearful  of  an  investigation  of  his  books  m*  conduct: 
he  rather  seeks  than  avoids  it.  Whence,  then,  the 
TERROR  of  such  an  exposure  as  this  resolution  is 
calculated  to  produce.?  Why  did  persons  sudden- 
ly leave  Baltimore  to  attempt  to  influence  tiie  pro- 
ceeding, even  before  an  account  of  it  could  have 
reached  the  mother^speeulation? 

We  trust,  that  this  enquiry  will  be  persevered  in, 
and  that  the  report  to  be  made  on  the  subject  will 
be  narrowly  examined.  I am  sorry  to  repeat  it, 
but  I must  say  again,  “narrowly  examined,” — step 
by  step^  fact  by  fact,  figure  by  figure.  It  is  a mat- 
ter of  immense  importance — it  may  be  the  enter- 
ing wedge  of  destruction  to  a s7/.s^e?7i  pervading  all 
parts  of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  raising  up  a 
sort  of  a nobility  more  fatal  to  the  happiness  of  our 
people,  than  the  old,  worn  out,  wretched  and  pitiful 
titularies  of  Europe  are  to  those  regarded  as  be- 
neath them — most  ofthem  cannot  exercise  a drone- 
like influence  equal  to  that  we  must  experience 
from  the  lords  of  the  banks,  in  a very  short  time, 
if  they  are  not  checked  in  their  course.  I.et  ns 
see  the  truth — and  the/>c(/>er  system  will  be  given  to 
the  winds,  as  light  and  unsubstantial  as  itself.  See 
page  107. 

Mr.  Clay's  speech.  The  National  Intelligencer 
has  published  Mr.  Clay*s  great  speech  on  his  mo- 
tion to  appropriate  money  for  the  outfit  and  salary 
of  a minister  to  Buenos  Ayres.  It  occupies  twelve 
columns,  in  small  type!  We  expect  to  insert  it  in 
our  next  Register,  and  shall  follow  it  by  that  of 
Mr.  Forsyth,  or  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  reply.  This 
speech  abounds  with  interesting  information  as  to 
the  present  state  and  condition  of  South  America, 
and  will  command  attention,  even  from  those  who 
may  not  approve  of  the  proposition. 

Manufactures  of  iron. — We  are  furnished  with 
a copy  of  a circular  letter,  and  its  accompanying 
documents,  which  has  been  addressed  to  each 
member  of  congress,  claiming  the  protection  of 
that  body  for  our  iron  manufaturing  establishment.s, 
by  Mr.  William  Milnor,  who  has  been  deputed  by  a 
respectable  number  of  the  iron  masters  of  N.  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania,  “to  represent"their  situation  and 
their  wishes  to  the  national  legislature.”  We  have 
assigned  this  article  for  publication  in  theREGisTER, 
when  we  shall  have  disposed  of  the  documents 
needful  to  be  preserved  in  the  work. 

Mr.  Milnor  draws  a deplorable  picture  of  the 
state  of  this  most  important  branch  of  our  manufac- 
txires;  many  manufactures  have  lately  been  reduced 
Yol,  XIV. 8. 


to*‘iOtai  ruin” — “others  are  tot!  er  i'ig 'M’.  the  brink’^ 
of  it,  and  the  “few  who  liave  something  left  are  pre- 
paring to  retire  fi’om  the  businessj”  &c.  We  arC 
sorry  to  say  that  hese  things  are  notorious.  He  also 
observes,  “should  relief  be  again  refused  at  this  ses- 
sion, it  will  at  the  next  be  too  late;  for  whefe  the 
noise  of  the  forge  hammer,  and  the  busy  h?im  of 
men  was  wont  to  be  heard,  all  will  be  still  asdea;h.” 
We  would  “hope  almost  against  !iope’*  this  mav  mt 
be  tlie  case — for  congress,  dabbling  in  little  politics^ 
may  yet  neglect  the  great  duties  of  statesmen.  No 
que.stion  that  has  been  agitated  during  tlie  present 
session,  is  half  so  important  as  the  home  subject  re- 
specting manufactures  of  iron,  only.  Can  it  be 
believed  that  that  body,  which  contains  as  much 
talents  and  integrity  as  any  legislature  in  the  world, 
will  adjourn  without  doing  sometliing  that  may 
preserve  our  manufactures,  generally,  from  rmn, 
even  if  the  true  economy  is  denied  that  would  ren- 
der them  profitable^  The  numerous  persons  engage 
ed  in  them  and  the  amount  of  money  invested,  give 
them  an  interest  that  ought  to  be  respected.  If 
the  home-market  be  neglected,  we  must  soon  re- 
tire from  tlie  foreign  one,  for  want  of  means  to 
purchase  in  it  wh^t  we  want.  And  the  foreign  ex- 
port, compared  with  the  domestic  demand,  is  as  a 
mole  hill  to  a mountain. 

Maryland  (TUAiMs. — By  the  politeness  of  John 
liEEDS  Kerr,  esq.  we  have  received  a corrected  co. 
py  of  the  papers  and  correspondence  relative  to  hi.s 
late  successful  agency  for  adjusting  the  claims  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  against  the  United  States,  for 
militia  services  rendered  during  the  late  war. 

In  communicating  these  papers,  Mr.  Kerr  ob- 
serves—“As  the  case  is  a general  state  concern— 
the  people  are  entitled  to  have  a full  understand- 
ing of  the  subject,  and  of  the  whole  course  of  the 
negociation:  and  it  is  also  due  to  the  general  go- 
vernment that  the  grounds  on  which  they  have  been 
induced  to  assume  the  claim  of  Maryland  should  be 
distinctly  known.” 

According  in  this  opinion,  we  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure of  laying  the  entire  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject before  the  public,  as  soon  as  by  the  rise  of  con- 
gress we  can  command  the  room  fir  it. 

Relations  with  £»pain.  We  formed  the  opi- 
nion at  Washington,  when  there  the  week  before 
last,  that  nothing  efficient  would  be  done  in  re- 
spect to  our  relations  with  Spain,  at  the  present 
session  of  congress — except  so  far  as  they  may  be 
affected  by  the  temporary  occupacion  of  Florida, 
for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  president’s  mes^iage 
about  the  Seminole  war.  But  we  also  believed 
that,  if  justice  was  not  done  in  the  interim,  a ma- 
jority of  congress  would  be  disposed,  at  the  next 
session,  to  try  the  virtue  of  force,  seeing  that  tliat 
of  reason  had  failed  to  obtain  our  right.  The  JVa- 
tional  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  says — “We  find 
that  several  papers  continue  to  inculcate  the  opi- 
nion that  war  with  Spain  is  a probable  event;  deriv- 
ing this  impression  from  the  remark  which  fell 
from  Mr.  Forsyth  in  the  discussion  on  the  neutrali- 
ty bill.  That  remark,  as  we  observed  at  the  time, 
we  were  certain  did  not  look  to  a proposition  for 
war;  and  we  can  now  state  with  the  same  confi- 
dence, that  circumstances  have  rendered  it  vety 
probable  that  no  proposition  will  be  made  by  Mr, 
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F.  rsyiv,  clui’lnii,'  tlie  present  .session,  toiidiiiig  our 
relations  with  Sp.dn.  He  had  intended,  we  under- 
stand, when  he  signified  his  purpose  to  prove  the 
respon.sibilily  of  tiie  Spanish  government,  to  intro- 
duce into  '.he  house,  through  the  committee  on  fo- 
reig-n  relations,  of  which  he  is  chairman,  a motion 
to  aull'.orise  the  pxecutive  to  take  possession  of  the 
Spanisli  territory  of  East  Florida;  but  on  submit- 
ting the  proposition  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations,  he  was  overruled  by  a majority  of  that 
body,  and,  finding  from  tile  subsequent  declara- 
tions of  iSlr.  Clay  that  he  should  oppose  such  a| 
mea.cure,  and  other  indica'ions  of  hostility  to  such 
a motion  in  the  house,  Mr.  F.  became  convinced 
tliat  the  attempt  would  be  fruitless  at  this  session, 
and  has  accordingly  abandoned  his  purpose  of 
bringing  it  forward.” 

Case  or  mr.  Meape.  We  published  last  week 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on  Mr 
Meade’s  case.  We  have  now  the  report  of  the 
CO  unittee  of  the  house  of  representatives  respect- 
ing it.  'fhe  well  known  facts  belonging  to  it  are  re- 
cr'pituiated  with  the  greatest  precision— and  the 
committee  conclude  their  report  as  follows: 

‘dn  every  point  of  view,  then,  in  which  the  case 
can  be  considered,  your  committee  can  discover  no 
justification  for  the  imprisonment  and  sufferings 
of  Mr.  Meade.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  vio- 
lated any  civil,  or  social  duty,  which  he  owed  b). 
the  laws  of  Spain,  and  for  which,  in  the  ordinary 
administration  of  justice,  he  might  rightly  be  im- 
prisoned. They  are  satisfied,  too,  that  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  imprisonment  is  dependent  upon  the 
pleasure  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  that  his 
liberation  may,  at  any  time,  be  effected  by  that  go- 
vernment. 

Your  committee  hope  and  believe,  that  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  president,  will  not  be  unavail- 
iner;  but  they  think  it  proper  at  the  same  time,  on 
llie  part  of  this  house,  to  give  assurance  of  sup- 
port, in  the  measures  that  may  become  necessary, 
if  this  expectation  should  be  disappointed.  They 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Jlesolved,  That  the  house  is  satisfied  that  the  im- 
prisonment of  liichard  W.  Meade,  is  an  act  of  cru- 
el and  unjustifiable  oppression;  that  it  is  the  right 
and  duly  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  afford  to  Mr.'Meade  its  aid  and  protection;  and 
that  this  house  will  support  and  maintain  such  mea- 
sures as  file  president  may  hereafter  adopt,  to  ob- 
tain the  release  of  the  said  R,  W.  Meade  froin 
confinement,  should  such  measures  be  proper  and 
necessary.” 
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mail  to  any  place  in  the  United  States  at  newspaper 
postage — and  desiredif hound  (or  in  sheets)  it  may 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  Ballard,  editor  of  the  ChronieJe 
and  Pati  iot.  Bostoir,  Mr  Simons,  editor  of  the  Re- 
publican, of  capl  John  Morris,  JVew  For^; 

Mr.  J.  O.  Cole,  Albany,  Messrs.  Mathew  Carey  and 
son,  Philadelphia-,  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Lambden 
Pittsbtirg-;  Mr  Gleim,  Harrisburg-,  S-muel  Vv^illiams, 
esq.  Chillicothe-,  'he  editor  in  Baltimore-,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Cooper,  Washington  City-,  Messrs.  Gray  and 
Cady,  pyedericksburg;  John  Maddox,  Richmond-^ 
Mr.  Caleb  Bonsai,  JVorfolk-,  Mr.  John  Hoff,  Charles^ 
Ion-,  Frederick  Fell,  esq.  Savannah-,  Mr  J.  D.  Car- 
riel,  Huntsville,  Alabama;  and  of  Thomas  Shields, 
•esq.  J\Pew  Orleans:  or  will  be  sent  by  land  or  water  to 
any  oUier  place  as  directed,  the  payment  therefor 
being  made  in  advance. 

The  General  Index,  a most  important  and  inte- 
resting appendage  to  the  Weekly  Register,  after 
much  useless  expenditure  oftime  and  money,  is  now 
nearly  ready  for  the  press,  and  will  be  issued  with 
all  possible  expedition.  The  editor  feels  a confi- 
dence that  the  execution  of  this  arduous  work  will 
afford  an  instant  reference  to  each  and  every 
of  the  numerous  articles  inserted  in  the  first  twelve 
volumes  of  the  work. 

The  editor  also  projected  the  publication  of  a 
volume  of  revolutionary  speeches,  orations  and 
N GLECTED  PAPERS,  &c,  Though  the  collcction 
made  is  valuable,  the  quantity  collected  does  not 
equal  the  hopes  that  were  entertained,  and  he  is  un- 
determined whether  to  attempt  the  publication  of 
the  volume  or  not.  Tb.ose  articles  will,  probably, 
be  preserved  in  a supplement,  and  published  during 
the  present  summer,  to  cost  one  dollar.  Gentle- 
men who  have  paid  for  the  intended  volume  may 
liave  their  money  returned,  or  passed  to  their  gene- 
ral credit,  as  desired — but,  perhaps,  they  had  bet- 
ter leave  the  disposition  of  it  until  the  editor,  who 
waits  the  reception  of  a “trunk  full”  of  old  papers, 
can  finally  resolve  what  to  do. 

Tho.se  who  from  any  cause  do  not  wish  to  receive 
an  entire  set  of  the  Register,  are  invited  to  com- 
mence with  the  first  volume  of  the  new  series — 
[13‘ih  of  the  work]  which  begr.n  in  Sept,  last.  But 
subscribers  may  begin  at  any  time  that  they  wish. 

It  does  not  appear  probable,  from  the  late  great 
^lemand  for  sets  of  this  work,  that  many  will  re- 
main a long  time  on  hand — yet,  .as  their  value  in 
money  would  be  more  useful  to  the  editor  than  the 
books  are,  he  is  desirous  to  dispose  of  some  oft  em; 
aiicl  solicits  that  they  who  intend  to  possess  thi  re- 
gister may  now  agree  to  lake  it— by  which  both 
parties  will  be  accommod  .ted.. 

The  increase  of  subscribers  for  the  last  six 
months  ha?  been  beyond  precedent.  May  we  de- 
serve a continuance  of  the  public  support! 

Naval  court  m.^srtiae.  We  have  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  a court  martial  held  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, for  t!ie  trial  of  captain  John  Orde  Creigh- 
ton, of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  charged  with 
striking  a midsliipman,  with  a copy  of  the  memo- 
rial of  the  midshipmen  belonging  to  the  squadron, 
addressed  to  the  president,  hr.  and  of  the  report 
of  the  congressional  committee  on  the  subject — all 
M hich  shall  be  published  with  our  accustomed  cape 
to  preserve  every  thing  useful  for  reference. 


The  Navigation  BilL 

J'he  senate — see  congressional  proceedings,  pages^ 
118, — have  passed  a bill,  with  only  two  dissentients, 
to  exclude  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  30th  of  September  next,  all  British  vessels  com 
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•ing  from  British  ports  or  places  which  are  closed 
against  our  own  vessels.  The  unanimity  of  the 
senate  on  this  occasion,  assures  us  that  this  bill 
will  become  a law — and  so  it  ought.  We  have 
passed  the  age  of  childhood  in  which  we  might 
have  prudently  submitted  to  the  operation  of  a rule 
that  would  nbt  “work  both  ways” — and  have  arriv 
ed  at  a degree  of  maturity  sufficient  to  enable  us 
to  march  pari  passu  v'ith  foreign  nations  in  full 
reciprocity  If  we  agree  to  place  tliem  on  the  same 
footing  that  they  grant  to  us,  it  is  all  that  can  be  ex^ 
pected,  and  has  all  the  spirit  of  amity  in  it  that 
can  be  desired  by  them.  Such  a course  is  due  to 
our  own  sovereignty;  and  we  are  pleased  to  see,  by 
the  vote  in  the  senate,  that  there  was  not  any  party 
feeling  in  respect  to  it.  It  is  believed  that  this 
bill,  if  passed  into  a law,  will  afford  much  employ- 
ment for  our  ships  and  seamen,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly wanted.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Forsytli,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Mon- 
day last,  may  also  have  a powerful  effect,  if  acted 
upon  as  it  probably  will  be.  Separate  from  a con- 
sideration of  the  national  profit  to  be  derived  from 
navigation,  we  should  always  bear  it  in  mind  that 
the  national  strenght,  as  dependent  on  naval  means, 
can  exist  only  in  an  extensive  commerce. 

We  should  be  glad  to  notice  the  same  spirit  mani 
fested  to  defend  several  of  our  manufactures,  lan- 
quisliing  for  want  of  national  support.*  Great  Bri- 


*The  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Seybert,  see  page  118, 
is  very  good — as  far  as  it  goes.  It  will,  at  least, 
effectually  protect  the  manufacture  of  paper.  This 
important  article  is  produced  from  a material 
which,  without  its  home  manufacture,  would  be  to 
tally  lost  to  us.  The  value  of  the  old  rags  out  of 
which  paper  is  made  in  the  United  States,  is  equal 
to  three  eighths  of  the  value  of  tlie  paper  when 
made;  say,  for  the  United  States  ^900,000  per  an- 
num— absolutely  saved  by  the  domestic  consumption 
of  old  rags,  and  the  interest  on  it  retained  fur  ever. 
Furthermore,  the  manufacture  takes  very  few  per- 
sons from  agricultural  or  other  pursuits  requiring 
■male  laborers — the  proportion  of  men  and  lads 
[above  16]  in  a mill  is  about  as  1 to  4;  the  latter 
being  women  and  children — that  thereby  earn  a 
comfortable  livi-;g%  and  who,  without  some  such 
^employment,  would  earn  very  little,  if  any  thing  at 
all.  The  cost  of  the  raw  material  and  the  value  of 
the  labor  of  women  and  children  bestowed  upon  it, 
together  about  ^1,200,000  per  year,  is  there- 
#>re  a positive  and  unequivocal  annual  gain  to  the  U. 
States  by  this  mat  ufacture. 

We  do  not  fear  that  paper  will  rise  to  an  exor- 
bitant price  by  such  a rise  of  the  duties  upon  it. 
Many  mills  that  now  are  feebly  worked  will  be  put 
into  full  operation,  and  others  will  be  immediatelv 
built  to  meet  the  demand,  and  keep  the  article  at 
a reasonable  rate.  If  otherwise,  the  manufacturers 
will  only  have  to  thank  themselves  ifthe  law  should 
be  repealed;  and  they  will  recollect  the  power  of 
the  press,  so  deeply  interested  to  prevent  extor- 
tion. IVe,  having  as  much  at  stake  as  most  per- 
sons,—inasmuch  as  any  rise  in  the  price  of  p;;per 
must  be  immediately  drawn  from  our  own  pockets, 
without  any  probability  of  its  being  refunded  by 
our  consumers,  are  fully  content  to  try  the  expert 
men.t:  if  it  succeeds  as  we  wisli,  it  may  lead  iht 
way  to  the  same  protection  of  other  manufactures, 
and  secure  a profitable  employment  \o  ail  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States;  in  wltich  employment  is 
the  national  wealth. 

Farther,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  duty 
on  paper  as  now  proposed  to  be  levied,  is  chiefly 


tain  prohibits  not  only  the  introduction  of  anv  fo- 
reign manufactured  article  that  she  can  make  at 
home,  but  even  some  from  her  own  colonies;  and 
also  refuses  to  receive  the  agricultural  products, 
including  coffee.  Sugar,  &c.  of  foreign  countrie-;  a).d 
their  colonies,  unless  indispensable  from  an  in- 
ternal scarcity. — That  she  has  prospered  by  this 
policy,  especially  as  it  regards  her  manufactures, 
is  manifest  io  every  one.  In  fact,  it  is  by  the  sup- 
port of  home  industry  tliat  she  has  made  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  world  her  tributaries 
— drawing  wealth  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
There  are  many,  perhaps,  thousands  of  things  that 
she  could  import  cheaper,  under  reasonable  duties, 
than  siie  makes  them.  But  Bngdishrnen  know,  a.s 
we  are  yet  to  be  taught,  tliat  any  amount  paid  to  a 
foreign  country  for  an  article  which,  wldiout  inter- 
fering with  otlier  and  more  profitable  labors  of  ],er 
people,  can  be  made  at  home,  is  exactly  somtudi  lost 
to  the  country,  with  its  interest  forever.  And  !;ereia 
is  the  mystery  of  her  vveultii  and  resources.  Her 
political  economy,  in  this  single  respect,  has  so  far 
carried  her  govermnent  through  a prodigality  of 
expenditure  never  before  known.  Why  ipay  we 
profit  by  her  experience?  Why  should  we  copy  so-, 
many  of  her  faults  and  fooleries,  an<l  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  wise  and  enlightened  parts  of  her  policy.'’-— 
For  example,  and  in  a single  case  of  most  momen- 
tous interest,  if  slie  was  situated  as  we  are,  she 
would  put  a total  stop  to  the  introduction  of  foreign 
iron.  With  what  sensibility  would  her  government 
view  the  prostration  of  her  iron  works,  as  ours  are 
prostrated,  feeling,  as  she  would  feel,  tliat  upon 
them,  more  than  upon  any  thing  else  except  tlie 
pursuits  of  agriculture,  she  must  depend  for  safe- 
ty in  peace  and  power  in  war! — knowing,  also,  that 
should  they  be  destroyed,  a long  period  of  years 
would  be  necessary  to  restore  them  to  their  pre- 
sent excellence  and  extent! 


Banks  and  Banking. 

[deferred  ART.TCLE.] 

The  essays  published  in  this  paper  on  bank- 
ing, are  receiving  an  extensive  circulation  — 
The  public  attention  is  awakened  to  the  de- 
structive consequences  of  the  stjslem^und 
public  opinion  will  reform,  or  annihilate  it. 

The  editor  of  the  Boston  Gazette,  iiowever, 
has  been  pleased  to  consider  my  essays  as 
"^^written  for  the  meridian  of  Ma  yland.'’ — 
True,  they  are  so; — but  I am  sorry  to  say  tbit, 
without  any  ’‘material  var  iation,'’  (in  almanac- 
makers  phrase,)  they  will  serve  as  w'ell  ior 
the  meridian  of  many  otiier  states,  especially 
the  middle  and  western.  The  eastern  and 
southern  are,  at  present,  exempted  f.  om  most 
of  the  evils  that  press  upon  the  people  of  the 
middle  and  western,  thi-ough  excessive  and 
unprincipled  banking.  Yet  we  are  not  with- 
out banks  as  solid  in  tiieir  capital  and  as  ably 
and  as  honestly  conducted,  as  any  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  g?  eat  injury  has  arisen  from 
the  multiplication  of  these  institutions  within 
a few  years — fostered  and  encouraged  to  the 

designed  to  secure  the  anioe-.it  cf  du.y  th.it  it 
I wa.s  intended  to  l.iy  upon  thnt  article,  which  has 
been  heretofore  evaded,  by  ways  and  means  not 
I needful  to  detail. 
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perfection  of  speculation  by  shavers  and  others, 
wlio  live  by  their  ivits  instead  of  their  labor. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  the  changes  that  oc- 
cur  to  men  and  things.  Ten  or  twelve  years 
since,  golden  half  eagles  were  as  current  in 
Baltimore  as  silver  dolla  s were  at  Boston; 
and  either  of  our  banks  then  had  more  specie 
than  there  was  in  the  vaults  of  all  the  banks  of 
Massachusetts!  We  knew  little,  at  that  day, 
about  the  shaving  of  bank  notes;  for  hardly  any 
notes  reached  us,  except  from  some  of  the 
eastern  banks,  that  were  not  received  in  depo- 
sit^ and  Boston,  at  that  time,  partially  suffer- 
ed the  evils  that  now  vex  the  merchants  and 
dealers  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
&c.  in  having  a depreciated  paper  currency 
forced  uj)on  them.  I could  name  several  east- 
ern banks  that  totally  failed,  and  mention 
others  that  made  occasional  stoppages.  I well 
remember  to  have  liad  a hearty  laugh  at  re- 
ceiving an  eastern  banknote  toi  fifty  cents — 
never  tiien  expecting  to  see  bank  bills  issued 
here  for  six  and  a quarter  cents!  To  recover 
banking  health  we  must  undergo  the  same  ope- 
ration that  our  eastern  brethren  did.  We  must 
reform  some  of  our  institutions,  and  close  the 
accounts  of  others.  We  are  diseased  more 
than  they  were,  and  the  remedy  to  effect  a 
cure  must  be  more  violent.  I trust  that  we 
are  able  to  bear  it,  and  the  sooner  it  is  applied 
the  belter — for  the  disorder  increases  daily. 
But,  if  it  is  any  alleviation  of  misery  to  have 
company,  we  may  soon  hope  such  alleviation 
frovn  the  late  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of 
Il’mde  Island,  which  has  granted  a bank  for 
abnost  every  township  in  the  state!  Kentuc- 
ky, also,  has  erected  for  herself  a pyramid  of 
miseries.  New  York, Penn.sylvania,t  Mary- 
land,! Ohio,§  &c.  have,  I hope,  finished  theirs, 

iiave  beei)  assured,  by  a most  respectable 
yentleman  of  tlie  bar,  that  three  fourths  ot  the  jvidg'- 
ments  obtained  in  the  supreme  court  of  tlie  state 
of  New  York,  within  the  last  year,  were  in  favor  of 
banks,  against  real  property.  What  a thriving  ex- 
change-lauds and  houses  for  rags.”  Letters  from 
the  south. 

Pennsylvania,  with  her  myriad  of  banks,  repents 
in  3 ckclo  h b.er  disregard  of  the  warning  voice  of 
Simon  Snyder,  who  refused  his  sanction  to  the  bill 
for  littering  them,  whicli  was  afterwards  passed  in- 
to a law  without  Ids  approbation,  as  governor.  But 
many  of  the  banks  in  this  state  appear  to  be  con- 
ducted as  honestly — -as  banks  can  easily  be. 

pi  he  notes  of  the  bank  of  Somerset  are  not  pur- 
chased, I believe,  at  any  price  by  our  brokers.  1 
have  seen  them  offered  at  fifty  per  cent,  discount, 
and  refused.  'I'hose  of  t!ie  bank  of  Elkton  and  of 
Fort  Depo.slt  are  at  10  j^er  cent,  discount  at  the  mo- 
ney «iiop — those  of  Havre  de  Grace  and  others  at  6 
per  cen  . below  Baltimore  money.  The  notes  of  the 
farmers  bank,  and  oftite  banks  in  tiie  western  parts 
of  Maryt.y.d,  pass  current  in  the  common  transac- 
tions  of  life,  or  at  a small  discoimt  for  bank  money. 

§Ohio  has  a strajige  set  of  banks—some  of  them 
are  well  fnmded  on  solid  capitals — and  [u'udently 
managed;  but  the  notes  of  others  are  at  20  or  25 
per  cent,  discount — and  ‘'no  sales!” 


and  are  prepared  to  delapidate  them.  ^^JV/ietf 
things  come  to  their  worst  they  must  mendP^—~ 
We  are  marching  to  Hhe  worsP^  as  fast  as  we 
can.  Let  us  see — 

Notwithstanding  there  is  not,  probably,  half 
a dozen  banks  in  the  United  States  that  are 
able  to  pay  their  debts  as  they  are  pay  able, \\ 
though  many  are  certainly  solvent  and  entitled 
to  respect  for  the  dignified  manner  in  which 
their  business  has  been  conducted — and  a num- 
ber of  them  have  not  paid  a single  debt  for  se- 
veral years — 

Notwithstanding  the  difference  of  exchange 
still  pxists,  even  between  county  and  adjoin- 
ing county,  and  our  paper  currency  is  exces- 
sively deranged^ — 

Notwithstanding  the  time  has  already  arriv- 
ed, when  the  notes  of  the  ‘‘national  bank”  are 
sold  in  the  market  for  money,  because  a branch 
at  one  place  refuses  to  take  the  notes  issued 
at  another;  and  some  refuse  even  those  of  the 
mother  bank! 

Notwithstanding  the  specie  capital  in  the 
United  States,  by  the  drain  of  dollars  for  the 
East  Indies  and  China,  is  really  less  now  tbais 
it  was  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war — 

Notwithstanding  our  means  of  obtaining  the 
[irecious  metals  from  Europe  are  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  transfers  of  our  stock  that  have 
already  taken  place,  to  satisfy  the  general  ba-^ 
lance  of  trade  that  is  against  us,  which  balance 


l|The  whole  amount  of  the  specie  capital  of  the 
banks  of  Pennsylvania — a host  in  number,  and  with 
an  united  capital  of  25  or  30  millions  of  dollars,  is 
about  irvo  inillions.  This  is  probably  a pretty  fair 
sample  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  other 
states.  The  amount  of  deposits  in  a bank  and  its 
notes  in  circulation  are,  generally,  about  equal  to 
its  capital — as,  therefore,  its  debts  are  payable  on 
demand,  we  may  presume  our  banks  are  able  to  pay 
^fifieenth  part  of  tlieir  debts,  as  they  are  payable. 

fOne  of  my  friends  had  a considerable  amount  to 
become  payable  to  him  in  Charleston,  S,  C.  He 
wished  to  anticipate  the  payment  by  discounts  at 
the  local  banks  there — the  arrangement  was  made, 
and  the  product  remitted  to  him  as  follo\vs- 
^3000  in  notes  of  the  [mother]  bank  of  the  United 


States,  at  1 per  cent,  discount  297Q 

^3900  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia (at  par  at  tlie  bank  of the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  Philadelphia)  at  1|- 
per  cent,  disco^mt,  3831  75 

^500  draft  on  New  York  at  1 per  cent. 

discount,  495  00 


^7,400  7296  75 

Difference,  103  25 


^7400  00 

By  wliicli  he  was  enabled  to  pay  an  average  dis^ 
count  to  the  banks  which  accommodated  him^  at 
Ciiarlc.ston,  for  about  seventy  days,  in  anticipation 
of  the  monies  to  become  payable  to  him;— and  have, 
besides,  tiventy-tvoo  dollars  over  and  above  the  sum 
tliat  would  have  been  due  to  lum  at  the  ma  turity 
of  the  notes!  I'liese  facts  are  drawn  from  the 
account  current  of  tins  transaction.  Such  is  the 
boasted  “equalization  of  exchange!” 
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continues  and  must  iwcmtse — as  our  manufac- 
tures are  depressed — 

Notwithstanding  the  introduction  of  foreign 
goods  is  operating  against  the  product  of  na- 
tional industry^  at  the  rate  of  many  millions, 
(from  50  to  70)  per  annum,  and  drawing  off 
o\ir  floating  capital  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than 
twenty  millions  a year,  that  being  a dead  ba- 
lance against  us,  through  the  non -employment 
of  our  own  ships  and  seamen,  which  are  not 
more  than  half-employed — 

Notwithstandingevery  body  sees  and  knows 
these  things,  or,  at  least,  ought  to  see  and 
know  them,  and  be  convinced  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  support  such  heavy  drafts  on  the  na- 
tional wealthy  which  must  forever  depend  on^ 
the  product  of  the  national  industry — 

We  see  every  where  new  banks  establishing, 
or  attempting  to  be  established,  to  hasten  the 
consummation  of  them— and  to  increase  the  bo- 
dy of  speculators  and  shavers,  and  raise  up 
brokers  and  money-changers  to  prey  upon  the 

industrious  and  deserving 

Beho\d\— forty-three  new  banks  authorised 
in  Kentucky^ — half  a score  in  Tennessee 

*The«e  43  bank.s  are  to  have  an  aggregate  cap- 
pital  of  g8, 320, 000.  The  ohl  bank  of  Kentucky 
has  13  branches,  and  the  bank  of  t he  U.  S.  2 branch- 
es, in  the  state— in  all nine  banks!  An  intelli 
gent  f lend  furnished  me  with  the  fodowing  list  of 
banks  in  that  state,  and  the  accompanying  remarks. 

BA>!KS  rsr  KEKTUCKT. 


^Population 

Houses 

Capital 

Toivns. 

in  1810. 

in  1810. 

of  banks. 

Georgetown, 

520 

500,000 

Bowling  Green, 
JLexington, 

154 

200,000 

4,326 

100 

1,000,000 

Versailles 

300,000 

Cynthiana 

369 

120,000 

Louisville, 

1,357 

1,000,000 

Lancaster, 

260 

100,000 

Harrodsburg, 

76 

150,000 

Newcastle, 

70 

100,000 

Shelby  ville. 

424 

200,000 

Greensburg, 

132 

100,000 

Hopkinsville, 

131 

200,000 

Springfield, 

. 249 

100,000 

Russelville, 

532 

200,000 

Greenville, 

75 

100,000 

Burksville, 

106 

100,000 

Nicholasville, 

158 

100,000 

Barboursville, 

55 

100,000 

Columbia, 

175 

100,000 

Henderson, 

159 

150,000 

Newport, 

413 

200,000 

Glasgow, 

244 

200,000 

Port  William, 

120 

100,000 

Danville, 

432 

150,000 

Frankfort,probably,  4,000 

300,000 

14,400 

246 

5,670,000 

HEMATIKS. 

I have  no  data  for  the  population  of  the  other 
towns  which  amount  to  fifteen  in  number,  with  a 
banking  capital  of  1,750,000  dollars.  But  as  these 
given  in  the  list  are  noted  in  the  Western  Gazetteer 
as  the  principal  towns  in  Kentucky,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  they  are  inferior  in  population  to  those 
enumerated  in  that  work.  The  probable  number 


eight  in  Ohio  a.  mob  of  them  in  little  Rhode 
Island  some  in  Virginia  and  Massachusetts, 
&c.  sixteen  petitioned  for  in  New-Yo  k,  and 
some  wanted  in  Pennsylvania — half  a dozen 
new  ones  made  in  Maryland,  some  in  New  Jei  - 
sey,  and  from  50  to  100  more  projected  in  the 
United  States — ‘‘too  tedious  to  mention!” 

of  inhabitants  may  be  asceitamed  v ith  a reasonable 
degree  of  certainty  by  the  ratio  of  increase  in  that 
state  since  the  year  1790.  From  that  year  to  1800, 
it  amounted  to  about  11  per  cent,  per  annum-^from 
1800  to  1810,  when  the  estimate  in  the  preceding* 
list  was  made,  the  increase  was  about  six  per  cent, 
per  annum;  and  when  we  consider,  that  the  tide  of 
emigration  has  since  the  last  period  flowed  almost 
entirely  in  other  directions,  I should  be  inclined  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  your  ealculationsin  the  Re- 
gister, of  an  increase  of  125  per  cent,  for  tiie  last  five 
years.*  Admitting  it,  however,  in  its  fullest  lati- 
tude,  the  bank  capital  thus  authorised  must  appear 
most  ridiculously  dispropotioned,  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  towns  in  which  these  banks  are  to  be  es- 
tablished. 

Xj^As  most  of  these  banks  are  of  a capital  not  ex- 
ceeding 100,000  dollars,  and  as  no  bank  pretends 
to  divide  less  than  from  8 to  10  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  its  nominal  capital,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  enquire  how  this  may  be  done  by  fair  means. — 
The  current  expense  of  such  a bank  cannot,  I think, 
be  estimated,  salaries,  house-rent,  stationary,  fuel 
and  other  contingencies,  at  less  than  9000  dollars, 
which  is  nine  percent,  on  the  whole  of  tlie  capital 
slock.  1 put  this  at  the  lowest  calculation,  for  I 
know  it  for  a fact,  thai  a bimk  in  this  place  [Dlslri-:  t 
of  Columbia]  with  a similar  capital,  pays  12  per 
cent,  per  annum  expenses.  To  make  a <Iividend  f>f 
8 per  cent  then,  they  ought  to  make  from  17  to  20 
per  cent,  wliich  could  only  be  done  either  by  usu- 
rious practices,  by  issuing  notes  to  three  limes 
the  amount  of  their  capital,  or  by  dividing  among 
the  stockholders  money  not  arising  from  the  an- 
nual profits  of  the  estalishment — of  course  by  in- 
curring new  debts  to  the  public.  Instead  of 
7,420,000  dollars,  therefore,  they  must,  in  order  to 
make  a lawful  gain  of  18  or  20  per  cent,  issue  near- 
ly twenty  millions  of  paper,  on  whick  the  people  of 
of  Kentucky  must  pay  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
yearly,  for  the  bfenefit  of  the  banks.  Kentucky  is 
an  agricultural  state — can  the  farmers  pay  six  per 
cent  on  a great  portion  of  this  enormous  amount 
without  certain  ruin  in  ti  e end.** 

Additional  note  by  the  editor.  The  fact  stated,  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  expenses  of  a certain  bank  in 
the  district  of  Columbia,  is  alarming.  I know  no- 
thing further  of  the  maiter  than  is  mentioned  by 
my  correspondent,  in  whose  veracity  I liave  entire 
confidence;  but  the  statement  is  truly  wonderful 
and  of  the  mischievous  char, icier: — Uoelve  /lev 

cent,  on  a capital  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  if  leers, 
&c.  Glorious  banking! — that  thus  converis  old  rags 
into  solid  fortunes,  in  houses  and  lands,  for  the 
magicians  who  have  discovered  the  “seal  of  Solo- 
mon”— more  potent  than  that  boasted  of  in  Arabian 
tales  to  build  palaces  and  raise  up  mountaios  of 
gold!  V'et,  I must  believe  that  the  aliowaiice  of 
9000  dollars  per  annum,  on  a capital  of  100,000,  is 

*1  do  not  recollect  to  what  the  estee  *ied  auUior 
of  these  remarks  alludes — my  calcnlaijon  of  du; 
probable  increase  of  Kentucky  for  ten  years,  from 
1810  to  1820,  was  sixty  per  cent.  See  vol,  Xi,  page 
35.  KdliQ' 
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What  is  to  be  the  end  of  such  a business? — 
Mammoth  fortunes  for  the  ivise,  wretched  po- 
verty for  t\m  foolish.  Wealth  to  the  speculat- 
ing flrones— misery  to  the  productive  poor. — 
Lands,  lots,  houses — stock,  farming  utensils 
and  household  furnitu'  e,  under  custody  of  the 
s^mrifF-SFECULATlON  m a coac/h,  HO- 
NESTY IN  THE  JAIL. 


too  great  for  the  general  average  of  the  expenses 
of  what  are  called  country  banks.  I know  one  such 
[’)ut,  indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  most  prudently  con- 
ducted that  I know  any  thing  of]  whose  expenses,  I 
am  bound  to  believe,  do  not  exceed  3500  or  4000 
doils.  a year,  on  an  active,  real  capital  of  110,000, 
inchKling  charges  for  house  rent,  Scc.-r-Tt  is,  how- 
ever, located  amongst  a frugal  people.  The  expen- 
ses of  a bank  of  lOQ  000  (unless  the  bank  is  made 
for  iis  Officers)  liberally  provided  for,  shoTild  not  ex- 
ceed ^6000,  or  SIX  per  cent,  on  its  capital ! The 
jnore  we  look  into  this  business  the  more  hideous 
it  .appears, 

livP,  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  expenses  of 
a bank  with  a 100  000  dollars  for  its  capital,  can 
hardly  be  di  fifh  less  than  that  of  another  with 
500,000,  and  so  on — untib  by  the  rise  of  capital, 
the  expenses  of  the  bank  may  be  less  than  one  per 
cent.  And,  in  the  estimates  given  above,  the  cost 
of  house  rent  is  fairly  included,  though  the  banks 
generally  own  the  Imuses  occupied  by  them,  and 
discount  on  the  value  of  such  houses  as  if  it  were 
specie  in  the.,vault. 

There  is  no  man  that  is  more  sincerely  a friend 
of  Kentucky  than  I am.  Hence,  I cull  upon  the 
people  to  calculate  the  effects  of  the  prevailing 
mania,  which  can  only  subserve  the  interests  of  a 
few  ut  the  cost,  or  ruin,  of  the  many.  There  are  to 
be  59  banks,  including  the  branches  of  the  bank  of 
Kentucky,  in  that  stale — What  a multitude  of  “lit- 
tle great  men”  are  to  be  raised  up! 

Presidents  59 

Cashiers.  59 

Uirectors— 12  to  each  bank  708 

826,1 

Then  let  us  suppose  that  the  expenses  of  these 
bunks  will  average  9Q00  a-piece — some  will  be  less, 
but  others  will  amount  to  much  more: — 

59  banks,  at  9000  J^53 1,000  per  ann. 

Add- 

59  notaries,  to  protest  notes — 
at  ^200  ' 11,800 


542,800 

five  hundred  ami  fifty  hoo  th,ousa?id  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  are  to  be  paid  by  the  laboring  classes 
of  that  state  every  ye<ir,  for  services  that  will  not 
add  one  cent  per  annum  to  the  wealth  of  the  country! 

Again,  these  59  banks  will  introduce  at  least  108 
brokers,  or  public  shavers  of  bank  notes — the  profits 
of  these  may  be  averaged  at  1000  each — ^108,000. 

Further, — about  one  third  of  the  presidents, 
cushi'^Ts  and  directors,  (a  pretty  fair  average  for 
managers  of  banks  in  the  United  States!)— will 
Iherepy  be  enabled  to  becc)me3  per-ceni-pev  raonth- 
vien,  on  capitals  borrowed  of  the  banks,  of  15,000 
dollars  e,ach.* 

27^  silvers  at  15,000,  Is  g4, 125, 000 

T\ie  extra  2^  prr  cent,  pev  moat-j,  on  125,000 
for  one  year,  i>  ^1,237,500. 

*T.n  this  class  is  included  sheer  speculators  as  well 
as  direct  shavers.  Their  effect  is  the  same. 


j May  the  people  be  so  roused  to  a just  consi- 
deration of  the  consequences  of  this  vast  gam- 
bling in  stocks  and  paper  money,  as  to  produce 
a re-action  that  will  overwhelm  the  designing! 
Bread  and  meat,  and  other  necessaries  of  life, 
the  product  of  labor,  will  command  money,  or 
its  honest  representative,  and  are  entitled  to 
it.  If  the  laboring  classes,  the  farmers,  manu- 
facturers and  mechanics,  could  be  brought  to 
act  together  for  only  three  months,  what  a pu- 
rification mightbeelFected! — destruction  woulti 
be  hurled  back  upon  the  heads  of  its  fabrica- 
tors, and  well  deserved  misery  and  me^^itted 
disgrace  be  the  lot  of  the  speculator  and  shaver^ 
instead  of  falling  upon  the  industrious  and 
unsuspicious,  at  present  the  dupes  of  their  cun- 
ning. Let  the  middle  class  prosper  though  the 
would-be  princes  perish!  The  poor  laborer 
who  performs  some  work  to  the  value  of  a dol- 
lar a day,  is  worth  a million  of  them:  he  cre- 
ates; they  only  destroy.  It  is  true  economy  to 
defend  the  one  and  put  down  the  other.  A na- 
tion of  laborers  must  become  rich — a nation  of 
gamblers  must  and  ought  to  starve. 

The  following  letter  to  the  editor  from  a distin- 
guished  gentleman,  well  known  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  by  his  literary  labors,  though 
not  written  for  publication,  seems  to  deserve  a 
place  in  the  Reptster — it  is  one  out  of  many  that 
have  been  received  on  the  same  subject: 

Sir— Although  personally  strangers  to  each  other, 
you  must  permit  me,  to  express  to  you  my  hearty 
approbation  of  the  independent  and  manly  manner 
in  which  you  have  lately  commenced  an  attack  ori 
the  wretched  system  of  swindling,  called  in  deri- 
sion, I suppose,  banking,  as  it  now  prevails  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  long  been  obvious  to  me, 
that  it  was  gradually  maturing  into  a mine  for  ho- 
nest independence,  and  acquiring  by  degrees  an 
extension  of  influence,  that  would  ere  long  place  it 
beyond  ihe  reach  of  legislative  control.  The  pe- 
riod has  arrived  before  I expected  it — when  tlie  press 
is  muzzled;  wlven  the  legislative  power  is  overawed, 
or  corrupted;  and  when  as  it  would  seem  the  peo- 
ple are  so  besotted  as  to  become  accomplices  in 
their  own  ruin.  The  members  of  the  state  legisla- 
tures, are  either  a majority  of  them  bank  directors, 
or  they  vote  for  banks  in  order  that  they  may  be- 
come so,  and  share  in  the  spoils  of  the  tributous  na^ 
tioni  Nothing,  therefoi^e,  is  left,  but  to  open,  if  pos- 
sibie,  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the  ruin  which  is  pre- 
paring for  honest  industry,  through  the  medium  of  a 
press, upright  and  independent.  To  disenchant  them 
from  the  delusion  of  interested  sophistry  that  at- 
tempts to  deludeyvith  the  prospect  of  aplenty  that 
starves,  and  an  independence  that  reduces  them  to 

This  is  to  be  paid  by  the  poor  and  needy — and 
rvill  be  paid  in  Kentucky  in  less  than  five  years,  if  all 
the  projected  banks  get  into  full  operation. 

1 solemnly  believe  that  this  picture  is  not  over- 
charged. Many  details  might  be  added  to  eluci- 
date the  facts  assumed.  AVe  shall  probably,  at 
.some  future  period,  offer  a general  statement  on  its 
subject.  From  the  whole  it  appears,  that  the  bank- 
ing system  in  tlie  state  may  cost  the  pei^ple  nearly 
Uoo  millions  per  ami.;  and  which  must  be  exclusively 
paid,  in  the  ultimate,  by  those  who  labor,  for  they 
only  create  any  value. 
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beg'g’ary.  To  undeceive  them,  in  short,  by  plain  ' 
and  "undeniable  statements  of  practical  evils,  and 
to  force  conviction  by  facts  which  the  plainest  in- 
tellect can  comprehend.  It  is  high  time  that  tke 
elaborate  jargon  of  financiering  rogues  should  be 
disentangled  from  its  web  of  studied  ambiguity, 
and  th.at  the  people  be  made  to  understand  a sys- 
tem, which,  by  its  pernicious  exte^ision,  has  become 
tlie  arbiter  of  their  fate — the  giver  or  the  withliold- 
er  of  tlieir  daily  bread. 

That  you  will  persevere,  even  when  hope  seems 
lost,  I earnestly  wish.  You  have  the  devil  of  inte- 
rest to  battle  with,  and  he  of  all  the  devils  is  tlie 
most  difficult  to  get  down.  But  every  day,  the 
truths  you  utter  will  be  brought  home  to  some  suf- 
fering fool,  who  will  then  be  convinced  of  what  he 
before  doubted — until  at  last  the  progress  truth, 

always  slow  and  sure,  and  irresistable,  will  over- 
come the  hydra,  before  it  has  devoured  the  whole 
nation. 


Commercial  Intercourse. 

KEPOUT  in  CONG-aESS —FEBRUARY  9,  1818. 
Accompanied  with  a bill  supplementary  to  the  “nc# 
regulating  ditties  on  imports  and  ion7iage^*  passed 
27th  /^pril  1816. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  president's  message,  which  relates  to  the 
commercial  interc  -urse  of  the  United  States 
with  the  British  West  India  Islands,  and  north 
American  colonies;  and  also  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  the  district  of 
Maine,  on  the  same  subject,  report: 

Tliat,  by  the  statement  marked  A,  annexed  to 
this  report,  it  appears  that  the  average  amount  of 
duties  upon  merchandise,  annually  imported  into 
the  United  States 'from  the  British  West  India  is- 
lands, and  North  American  colonial  possessions, 
from  1802  to  1816,  excluding  the  period  from  the 
commencement  of  the  restrictive  system  to  the 
termination  of  the  late  war,  exceed  two  millions  of 
dollars.  The  value  of  the  merchandise  upon  w'nich 
these  duties  accrued, supposed  to  be  equal  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  The  state- 
ment R,  shows  that  the  average  annual  amount  of 
exports  to  the  same  places,  principally  of  domes- 
tic production,  up  to  18 If,  excluding  the  time  of 
the  operation  of  the  restrictive  systeiU,  and  tlie 
continuance  of  the  war,  have  exceeded  six  millions, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  statement  C, 
shows  that  in  the  year  1815,  the  amount  of  duties 
on  merchandise  imported  in  American  vessels  from 
the  Britisl)  W est  India  islands  and  North  American 
colonial  possessions,  was,  to  the  amount  of  duties 
imported  in  Briti-  h vessels,  as  one  to  four;  in  1816. 
as  one  to  five  and  a half,  or  two  to  eleven.  Taking 
the  ratio  of  1816,  as  the  basis  of  calculation,  and 
it  is  believed  to  afford  the  safest  and  most  solid, 
as  past  experience  shows,  a constant  diminution  of 
the  amount  of  duties  on  goods  imported  in  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  estimated,  supposing 
the  same  proportion  exists  in  the  exports,  that 
American  vessels  are  used  in  the  transportation  an- 
nually of  2,177,924  dollars  worth  of  merchandise, 
and  British  vessels  11,322,076  dollars  worth  of  the 
most  bulky  articles  of  commerce,  one  half  of  which 
are  of  tlie  growth,  production  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  Aates.  This  inequality  in  the  advan- 
tages  of  this  commerce,  to  the  injury  of  Uie  navi- 
gating interest  of  this  country,  arises  from  the  ri- 
gorous enforcement  of  the  colonial  system  of  Great 
Britain,  as  to  the  United  States,  while  it  is  relaxed 
to  aU  other  nations  who  are  friendly  to  the  Britisli 


empire,  .and  have  colonial  possessions.  The  portion 
of  the  commerce  which  is  carried  on  in  American 
vessels,  arises  from  accidental  and  temporary  sns- 
pensions  of  the  system  which  the  governors  of  the 
islands,  &c.  are  permitted,  under  the  pressure  of 
dire  necessity,  to  direct — an  employment  for  our 
seamen  and  vessels,  precarious  and  momentary, 
rather  irrir.ating  and  tantalizing  than  profitable. 
This  intercourse  appears  to  the  committee  in  the 
worst  possible  stale,  as  it  regards  the  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  while  it  is  in  the  best  for 
that  of  Great  Britain.  Jusdce  and  policy  require 
on  the  part  of  every  wise  government,  its  best  ex- 
ertions to  secure  to  its  own  citizens  a perfect  equa- 
lity in  the  transportation  of  merchandise,  with  the 
people  of  every  nation  respectively,  with  whom  it 
has  commercial  intercourse.  Some  governments 
are  governed  by  a policy  more  contracted,  desiring 
to  give  to  their  navigation  the  exclusive  transpor- 
tation  of  their  native  products,  while  they  desire 
their  participation  in  carrying  the  productions  of 
other  countries.  The  committee  ate  Satisfied  that 
the  Unqed  States  will  never  be  governed  by  the 
selfish  views  of  the  latter  class,  but  trust  that  it 
has  no*  been,  nor  will  it  ever  be,  regardless  of  the 
just  motives  of  the  f irmer;  So  far  it  is  a duty  to 
protect  the  navigating  interest.  This  duty  can  be 
performed  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  report, 
by  conventional  stipulation  with  Great  Britain, 
formed  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocity,  or  by  legis- 
lative  acts,  operating  exclusively  against  the  Bri- 
tish navigator  engaged  in  this  trade.  With  the 
first  mode  this  house  has  no  further  concern  than 
to  know  that  the  other  branch  of  the  government 
has  performed  its  duty.  Repeated  and  hitherto 
unavailing  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Bri- 
tish government.  It  is  not,  however,  surprising, 
tliat  they  have  been  unsuccessful,  since  no  adequate 
motive  at  present  exists,  to  induce  Great  Brita;  ! 
to  arrange  this  intercourse  by  convention.  Tho 
ofier  contained  in  the  articles  annexed  to  this  re- 
port, the  most  rational  and  reciprocally  advantage- 
ous of  any  ever  made,  may  be  considered  as  dicta- 
ted by  a spirit  of  accommodation,  which,  under 
the  pressure  of  adequate  motives,  might  be  foster- 
ed into  a determination  to  grant  all  that  we  could 
reasonably  ask  or  they  be  expected  to  yield.  The 
three  first  articles,  with  some  practicable  modifi- 
cations, would,  by  the  adaptation  of  our  commer- 
cial laws  to  the  stipulation  contained  in  them,  con- 
fining the  commerce  strictly  to  those  articles  which 
Americans  were  permitted  to  carry,  v.t^ould  place 
the  trade  upon  as  favorable  grounds  as  could  be 
expected.  It  would,  no  doubt,  in  a short  time  be 
followed  by  a complete  abandonment  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  present  jealous  system  of  exclusion. 
The  committee  cannot,  however,  but  approve  the 
prompt  rejection  of  this  proposition,  since  these 
articles  are  connected  with  another  altogether  in- 
admissible, without  a departure  from  wiiat  they 
deem  the  settled  policy  of  this  country,  in  relahon 
to  the  trade  with  the  Indians  wit!\in  its  juri.sdic- 
tion.  The  British  ministry,  having  assured  iiiis 
government  that  these  articles  were  all  tha  could 
be  granted,  consistent  with  their  opinions  of  the' 
best  interest  of  the  British  empire,  t .ere  is  no  lon- 
ger any  hope  of  effecting  this  desirable  ohjeci,  by 
negociatlon.  It  remains  for  congress  to  deLermine 
what  course  is  to  be  pursuedl  If  it  were  possible 
to  separate  the  interest  of  one  class  oftiie  commu  - 
nity from  that  offanolher,  it  must  be  obvioustii.it, 
however  fatal  to  tlie  navigator,  tlie  prestmi  slate  of 
things  is  not  injurious  to  tlie  cultivator  of  tlie  soil. 
The  productions  of  las  labor  are  carried  wUh  fa- 
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cility  to  a ready  market,  and  he  receives  in  return 
all  tliose  articles  which  taste  and  habit  have  ren- 
dered necessary  to  his  comfijrt.  But  this  separation 
is  impossible,  and  the  necessary  con:iexion  betv/een 
tiie  two  interests  is  apparent,  when  it  is  rernernber- 
ed,  that  the  competition  of  American  with  foreig’n 
navig-ation  is  essential  to  keep  down  the  expense 
of  transportation  always  paid  by  the  cultivator  and 
consumer.  If  this  injury  is  Pot  now  apparent,  it 
will  ultimately  be  felt  when  the  total  ruin  of  the 
navigation  interest  will  deprive  us  of  the  power 
to  remedy  the  evil.  The  committee  forbear  to 
press  those  important  considerations  of  prepara- 
tion for  nauonal  defence  so  inseparably  connected 
with  the  iiujuiry.  They  feel  that  there  is  on  this 
print  but  one  sentiment  among  the  representatives 
of  the  people  and  in  the  nation.  Experience,  pru 
dence,  gratitude  for  the  glory  shed  upon  our  coun 
try,  and  the  coiifirlent  and  delightful  anticipation  of 
future  renown,  all  conspire  to  insure  the  necessary 
sacrifices  for  the  preservation  and  interest  of  the 
seamen  of  tlje  United  States.  This  object,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  promoted  by  a participation 
111  the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  British 
American  colonies,  may  be  effected  by  a trifling 
and  temporary  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture. A slight  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  the 
British  West  India  colonies,  authorizes  the  posi- 
tion, that  a commerce  with  the  United  States  is 
essential  to  their  prosperity,  if  not  to  their  exis 
fence.  The  best  market  for  the  sale  of  their  sur- 
plus products  is  found  here,  while  the  grain,  pro 
visions,  and  lumber  articles  of  the  first  necessity, 
received  in  return,  are  procured  on  terms  infinitely 
more  advantageous  than  they  are  to  be  had  for  their 
use  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  But  for  occa- 
sional supplies  of  those  articles  from  the  United 
Suites,  some  of  the  islands  would  be  deserted  by 
their  inhabitants,  or  a change  produced  in  their 
agriculture,  ruinous  to  their  commercial  interest, 
'fhe  people  of  the  United  States  are  in  a very  dif- 
ferent situation.  The  Britislf  West  India  market 
is  convenient  but  not  necessary  to  their  accommo- 
dation. All  the  articles  imported  from  them  can 
be  procured  abundatitly^  upon  terms  equally  ad 
vantageous,  fmm  other  quarters,  The  annexed 
tables,  marked  D and  E,  sliow  the  amount  of  im- 
P 'r’s  of  the  chief  articles  of  their  product  from  the 
British  West  Indies,  See.  and  the  proportion  it  bears 
to  the  whole  amount  of  imports  of  similar  articles 
from  otlier  West  India  islands,  See.  M my  of  these 
can  be  and  are  procured  from  other  quarters  of  the 
world,  with  which  commerce  in  American  vessels  is 
not  restrained  Tlie  demand  for  all  can  be  suppli- 
ed without  a recourse  to  the  British  West  India 
islands,  and  a supply  from  otlier  quarters  will  be 
obtained  by  the  employment  of  American  vessels 
and  American  seamen,  in  common  with  tlie  vessels 
and  seamen  of  the  country  from  which  it  may  be 
brought.  The  only  danger  to  be  apprehended  is, 
that  the  cultivator,  losing  the  British  West  India 
market  for  the  use  of  his  exports,  would  lose  with 
it  the  ability  1o  procure  the  commodities  he  for- 
merly received  in  return.  The  extent  of  this  dan- 
ger depends  upon  the  correctness  of  tlie  position 
laid  ch)Wp— that  this  commerce  is  essential  [o  the 
British  India  islands,  and  only  convenient  to 

the  United  States.  If  tbs  necessai’ics  of  life  can 
only  be  or  are  procured  on  terms  infinitely  more 
advantageous  litre  tlum  any  where  else,  it  follows 
they  will  still  be  carried  to  the  IButish  VV''est  Indie.s. 
if  not  (lireclly  under  a conveniion  between  two 
governments,  circuitously  through  some  mutually 
jgiend'iy  port.  Jt  is  perfectly  true  that  the  West 


India  islands  are  capable  of  producing  all  that  is 
necessary  for  their  own  subsistence,  but  this  must 
be  at  the  expense  of  their  commercial  importance; 
the  abandonment  of  the  most  profitable,  for,  to 
them,  an  unprofilable,  cultivation.  The  general 
use  and  consequent  high  price  of  West  India  pro- 
duce, w:ll  insure  a continuance  of  the  usual  course 
of  agriculture,  and  will  as  heretofore,  operate  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  growth  of  bread  stuffs  in  the  Unit- 
ed Slates.  In  favorable  seasons  and  in  peaceful 
times,  Europe  affords  a surplus  of  human  aliment, 
and  supplies  are  to  be  found  on  the  African  coast 
of  the  Mediterranean;  but  these  come  loaded  with 
the  increased  expen.ses  and  the  dangers  of  the 
lengthened  transportation,  of  heavy  articles.  In 
the  event  of  one  of  those  desolating  tempests,  of 
but  too  frequent  occurrence  in  these  otherwise  fa- 
vored regions,  destroying  in  an  instant,  the  labors 
of  a life,  and  scattering  the  hoards  collected  by 
prudence  for  the  subsistence  of  the  colony,  the  dis- 
tance from  tliese  places  of  relief  render  timely  as- 
sistance to  the  unfortunate  impossible.  The  North 
American  colonies  cannot  furnish  these  necessary 
supplies.  The  navigation  of  the  principle  river 
which  carries  the  greatest  portion  of  her  stores  to 
the  ocean,  is  closed  the  better  part  of  the  year, 
and  is  not  practicable  at  that  season  which  is  usual- 
ly marked  by  these  calamities.  It  is  believed  too 
that  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  apparent  ex- 
ports of  Canada  of  bread  stuffs,  and  even  of  lum- 
ber, Sec.  are  carried  from  the  United  States.  There 
must  beat  all  times  a dependence  to  a certain  ex- 
tent upon  this  country.  And  if  a conventional  re- 
laxation is  not  produced  by  a prohibition  of  this 
direct  intercourse,  or  the  imposition  of  such  coar- 
ges  as  shall  amount  almost  to  prohibition,  it  fol- 
lows, that  the  trade  will  be  circuitous.  In  this 
event  the  export  trade,  instead  of  being  carried  on 
exclusively  in  British  bottoms,  will  be  prosecuted 
in  American  vessels,  and  the  vessels  of  that  foreign 
nation  in  whose  ports  the  parties  may,  by  tacit  ar- 
rangement, meet  for  the  exchange  of  their  commo- 
dities. Tbe  return  cargoes,  if  of  British  growth, 
will,  under  the  navigation  act^of  the  United  States, 
be  brought  wholly  in  American  vessels. 

The  only  question  remaining  to  be  examined  is 
as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  this  desirable  result, — 
By  total  piVnibitipn  of  all  intercourse,  or  by  bur- 
densome charges  on  the  trade  if  confined  to  Bri- 
tisii  vessels.?  i'he  committee  believe  that  the  lat- 
ter is  to  be  preferred,  and  have  accordingly  repor- 
ted a bill.  There  is  no  essential  difference  between 
them,  except  as  the  one  or  the  other  is  more  or  less 
inconvenient  in  its  execution.  Tlie  effect  of  oner- 
ous duties  is  more  slow,  but  equally  certain;  the 
pressure  will  soon  be  felt,  and  the  beneficial  con- 
sequences gradually  follow.  Tiie  stream  of  com- 
merce  will  easily  and  naturally  flow  into  the  desir- 
ed channel,  without  the  risk  of  those  dangers  which 
a sudden  and  violent  effort  to  divert  it  might  pro- 
duce. A short  time  will  prove  the  efficacy  ofthis 
arrangement,  andjus  ify  its  continuance,  modifi- 
cation, or  abandonment.  It  is  recommended  too 
by  its  facility  of  execution:  It  requires  no  further 
alterMiion  in  the  existing  laws.  U is  not  necessary 
to  arm  for  its  enforcement  the  petty  officers  of  the 
customs,  with  powers  dangerous  and  odious  to  a 
free  people. 

For  further  and  more  detail  • d Information  on  the 
subject  of  tliis  report,  the  committee  refer  the 
house  to  a document  marked  F,  furnished  from 
the  department  of  state. 

[In  general,  the  tabular  statements  accompany- 
ing this  report,  are  sufficiently  stated  in  the  report, 
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itself  for  common  use-— we  add  only  a part  of  the 
do^'ument  marked  “F.”  as  interesting  to  a necessa- 
ry understanding  of  it.]  Ehitoh  of  the  Registek. 

F. 

JYotes  on  the  practical  effect  of  the  treaty  lately  made 
bet-ween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

1.  The  duties  and  tonnage  on  British  and  Ame- 
rican ships  and  goods,  are  equalized,  except  as  it 
respects  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  in  North 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  to  which  the  treaty 
does  not  apply. 

2.  Since  the  peace,  the  colonial  system  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  enforced  with  unusual  rigor,  nei- 
ther American  vessels  or  property  being  admitted 
into  her  colonies. 

3.  American  vesels  are  admitted  into  the  French, 
Spanish,  Dutch,  Danish,  and  Swedish  colonies,  in 
the  West  Indies,  under  certain  restrictions  as  to 
imports  and  exports;  and  the  vessels  of  those  na 
tions  are  admitted  under  similar  restrictions,  into 
the  ports  of  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  In- 
dies. 

4.  Very  heavy  duties  have  been  recently  imposed 
in  the  British  Wes^  Indies  on  American  produce, 
even  when  carried  in  British  ships,  and  also  on  the 
exportation  of  plaister  of  paris,  from  the  colony  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  the  adjoining  state  of  the  union. 

Observations  on  the  preceding  facts. 

1.  In  the  agreement  to  equalize  the  duties  on  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  two  countries,  it  will  be  seen 
at  the  first  glance,  that  the  positive  advantages  are 
on  the  side  of  Great  Britain.  Our  exports  are 
wholly  composed  of  bulky  articles,  such  as  lumber, 
provisions,  cotton,  tobacco,  tar,  &c.  &c.  the  wiiole 
of  which  are  of  primary  necessity  to  the  manufac- 
tures and  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  and  require  for 
their  transportation,  a quantity  of  tonnage,  tenfold 
larger  than  that  which  would  be  requisite  to  bring 
back  their  value  in  British  manufactures.  Thus,  a 
single  ship  from  Lotidon  or  Liverpool  frequently 
brings  to  the  United  States,  twenty  times  the  value 
of  the  cargo  which  the  same  carried  from  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  of  the  one  hundred  sail  of  vessels 
which  sailed  for  Ireland  during  the  last  season,  not 
more  than  one  would  be  requisite  to  bring  back  the 
returns  in  Irish  linens,  the  only  article  of  merchan- 
dise imported  from  that  country.  Now  the  only 
advantage  which  the  United  States  derive  from  the 
treaty,  is  the  removal  of  the  duty  imposed  on  their 
produce  when  carried  to  British  ports  in  their  own 
bottoms.  It  tvas  found  proper  to  remove  this  duty 
by  giving  up  the  immense  advantages  that  would 
accrue  from  the  exclusive  carriage  of  our  own  pro 
ductions.  It  may,  however,  be  observed  with 
truth,  that  the  British  market,  has  for  many  years 
been  as  necessary  to  our  productions,  as  those  pro- 
ductions were  to  that  market.  But  the  period  of 
monopoly  has  passed  away,  and  our  raw  materials 
will  find  as  ready  a sale  in  the  other  parts  of  Eu 
rope,  as  they  have  lately  found  in  Great  Britain. 

These  observations  apply  more  particularly  to 
the  intercourse  betw'een  the  United  States  and  the 
European  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  seizure  and  condemnation  of  American 
vessels  under  the  charge  of  violating  the  laws  which 
4’egulate  the  W est  India  trade,  leave  no  doubt,  as  to 
the  determination  of  the  British  government  to 
enforce  its  colonial  system  in  the  most  rigid  man- 
ner. This  severity  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
will  warrant  a counteraction  on  ours. 

3.  We  liave  at  present  an  unrestricted  entry  into 
all  the  ports  of  the  island  of  Cuba;  and  although 
Spain  may  at  a future  day  fix  certain  limits  to  our 
imports  and  e.xport.s:  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 


our  having  a partial  entry  for  any  lumber  and  other 
bulky  commodities,  necessary  to  her  colonists,  as 
well  as  a free  export  of  such  as  are  not  wanted  for 
the  commerce  of  the  mother  country.  There  is  a 
mutual  advantage  in  this  exchange  which  will  in- 
sure its  continuance  for  many  years. 

We  have  also  admission  into  the  Dutch,  French, 
Swedish,  and  Danish  settlements  in  the  West  In- 
dies; under  such  regulations,  however,  as  the  re-* 
spective  governments  think  proper  to  impose. 
These  are  of  a nature  to  leave  us  many  advantages 
and  to  employ  a very  large  tonnage.  We  have  also 
free  admission  into  the  Portuguese  settlements  in 
Brazil,  where  we  might  more  reasonably  expect  a 
total  exclusion.  In  a word,  the  other  European  na- 
tions have  so  far  yielded  to  the  course  which  na- 
ture points  out  for  the  supply  of  their  colonies  with 
necessaries,  that  they  have  no  restrictions  what- 
ever as  to  the  mode  in  which  they  are  carried. 
Great  Britain,  alone,  says  that  we  shall  not  be  the 
carriers  of  the  articles  which  we  ourselves  furnish^ 
although  they  are  indispensable,  not  only  to  the 
well  being,  but  frequently  to  the  very  existence  of 
her  colonies  in  the  West  Indies. 

We  should  have  less  reason  to  complain  of  the 
rigor  which  is  shown  towards  us,  were  it  dealt  out  in 
equal  measure  to  other  nations.  But  this  is  so  far 
from  being  the  case,  that  vessels  under  the  fl ‘g  of 
any  European  nation,  having  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  are  admitted  under  certain  limitations  as  to 
a size  and  the  nature  of  their  cargoes,  the  latter  of 
which,  however,  may  be  composed  of  the  very  arti- 
cles generally  carried  from  the  United  State  s,  as 
well  of  indigo,  dye  woods,  specie,  &c.  &c.  and  what 
must  appear  very  singular  in  the  conduct  of  a na- 
tion affecting  extraordinary  morality  in  its  public 
as  well  as  private  character,  by  far  the  greatest 
part  of  the  commerce  carried  on  under  this  admis- 
sion of  foreign  vessels  into  her  West  India  islands, 
is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the  respec- 
tive governments  to  which  they  belong. 

4.  Does  it  accord  with  the’  spirit  of  liberality, 
whidi  we  are  to  presume  dictated  the  late  treaty,, 
to  impose  most  extraordinary  duties  on  our  pro- 
ductions, even  when  carried  to  her  settlements  in 
her  own  vessels.?  She  may  say  with  apparent  rea- 
sons, that  she  must  encourage  the  consumption  of 
the  commodities,  which  are  of  her  own  growth,  or 
of  that  of  her  North  American  colonies,  and  that 
ultimately  the  consumer  must  pay  the  duty.  But, 

1 trust,  that  before  these  observations  are  closed, 
it  will  appear,  that  this  proceeding  is  grounded  in 
jealousy,  and  a reliance  (I  hope  a mistaken  one)  iw 
our  apathy. 

[Then  follows  about  14  pages  of  reasoning  on  the 
facts  with  extracts  from  the  treaties  &c.  which  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  find  room  for.] 


Spanish  Patriots. 

[presented  to  congress  on  the  10th  tjlt  ] 

To  the  senate  and  house  (f  represen  tatives  <f  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  Vicente  Pazos,  of  Peru,  deputed 
agent  of  the  authorities  acting  iu  tlie  name  of 
the  republics  of  Venezuela,  New  Grenada,  and 
Mexico, 

Respectfully  represents: 

Tliat  several  duly  con.'^tituted  authorities  of  the 
independent  government  of  South  America,  having 
met  in  this  free,  this  enlightened,  friendly  and  neu- 
tral country;  and  being  convinced  that  nothing 
could  tend  more  to  the  advancement  of  the  greaA 
f3ause,  in  which  all  the  friends  of  freedom,  from 
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the  hay  of  San  Francisco  to  Cape  11  .rn,  ai’e  deeply 
ent^ag'ed,  than  the  conquest  of  Florida,  which 
•would  cut  off  the  medium  of  intercourse  between 
the  Spanish  i.slands  and  the  United  States,  and 
thus  paralize  the  operations  of  the  government  of 
Spain,  in  the  important  contiguous  islands,  hasten- 
ing thereby  the  fulfilment  of  tlie  ardent  desires  of 
those  islanders  for  emancipation  from  the  most 
cruel  oppression:  these  constituted  authorities  de- 
termined upon  the  attack  of  Amelia  Island,  as  the 
most  direct  mode  of  obtaining  possession  of  the 
contemplated  object. 

Tlieir  views  were  privately  made  known  to  ma- 
ny individuals  in  the  United  States,  who  had  emi- 
grated to  this  country  in  consequence  of  tlie  bloody 
iicenes  of  Carthagena  and  other  places  of  South  A- 
merica;  and  to  many  of  the  disbanded  soldiers  of 
the  British  and  other  nations  whose  profession  was 
that  of  arms.  They  were  invited  to  repair  to 
Amelia  Island,  many  of  them  wishing  an  asylum, 
and  other  desirous  of  assisting  in  the  patriot  cause, 
under  promises  of  satisfaction,  proportioned  to 
their  grades  and  merits,  but  cautiously  avoiding 
whatever  might  be  construed  as  a violation  of  the 
sovereignty  of  this  highly  respected  republic,  and 
studiously  careful  to  guard  against  whatever  could, 
in  the  most  remote  degree,  be  considered  as  in- 
fracting the  laws  of  nations.  They  met  at  a place 
of  rendezvous,  they  attacked,  they  took,  they  kept 
possession  of  the  island  of  Amelia,  with  only  the 
van-guard. — They  expected  the  arrival  of  those 
patriots  and  foreigners  who  bad  voluntarily  offered 
to  join  them;  but  to  the  surprise,  to  the  heart-rend- 
ing regret  of  all  the  friends  of  this  great  revo 
lution,  the  volunteers  were  stv^pped  in  their  egress 
from  the  United  States,  and  many  of  them  were 
thrown  into  prison.  These  measures,  totally  un- 
expe^ited,  changed  at  once  the  whole  appearance 
of  our  views.  Instead  of  being  enabled  to  take  pus 
session  of  Florida,  (intended  finally  for  the  United 
States)  we  were  confined  to  Amelia  island!  The 
chiefs  of  the  expedition  were  subject  to  suspicion, 
many  of  the  men  deserted,  and  but  a few  were  left 
to  sustain  the  shock  of  arms,  which  was  daily  threat- 
ened by  the  Spanish  troops;  they  remained  howe- 
ver, unappalled;  they  repelled  a formidable  attack; 
but  being  by  the  disappointments  before  mention- 
ed, incapable  of  active  operations,  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  place  was  contemplated  at  the  time  of 
general  Aury’s  arrival,  vvhoae  reinforcements  ena- 
bled the  patriots  not  only  to  remain  masters  of  the 
island,  waiting  for  an  augmentation  of  forces  for 
ulterior  operations,  but  they  were  enabled  to  fit 
out  several  vessels  to  annoy  the  Spanish  trade. 

The  great  importance  and  consequence  of  the 
capture  of  Amelia  island,  as  a key  to  Florida  and 
to  the  channel  of  the  Bahamas,  will  be  more  easily 
comprehended  by  a perusal  of  these  intercepted 
despatches  whlcli  accompany  this  memorial,  from 
the  minister  of  the  treasury  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
to  tlie  bloody  Morlllo,  whose  supplies  were  fur 
nished  chleHy  from  that  island;  and  the  island  de- 
rived those  supplies  from  the  U.  States,  through 
tlie  Floridas.  The  money  requisite  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  against  the  independents,  was 
obtained  by  loan  from  the  inliabitants  of  Cuba:  but 
these  judging  correctly,  that  if  tlie  patriots  could 
take  and  liold  Amelia  island,  they  would  proceed 
to  [lossess  themselves  of  the  rest  of  the  Floridas, 
and  finally  of  Cuba,  long  ready  for  revolt,  and  that 
in  the  eveiit  of  a revolution  of  ihese,  tlie  money  lent 
to  their  government  would  be  lost,  refused  those 
advances  on  the  faith  of  government  that  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  make. 


Tims  may  the  government  of  the  United  States 
now  see  the  importance  of  these  primary  move- 
ments of  the  patriots,  which  were  attributed  to 
other  causes  of  a confined,  a private,  and  even  of 
a sinister  nature,  by  writers  in  the  public  papers  of 
this  country,  who  imputed  motives  of  the  most  di- 
abolical kind  to  the  chiefs  of  this  expedition — They 
loaded  them  with  every  insulting  epithet,  and 
charged  the  whole  with  the  irregularities  that  were 
committed  by  unprincipled  individuals,  who  had 
assumed  the  patriot  flags  to  cover  their  depreda- 
tions; thus  involving  in  one  common  disgrace  those 
who  were  duly  commissioned,  and  who  had  acted 
in  conformity  to  acknowledged  laws,  with  tliose 
who  had  been  guilty  of  this  piratical  assumption! 
'fhe  patriots  took  many  Spanish  vessels  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade,  and  carried  them  into  Fernandina. 

It  would  be  unworthy  thedigrrity  of  this  memorial, 
to  descend  to  the  suspicion  that  the  persons  so  vi- 
olent in  these  charges,  were  indirectly  engaged  in 
this  infernal  trade;  but  the  opposition  appears  to 
have  augmented  against  the  patriots,  in  proportion 
to  The  injury  done  thereto. 

These  captured  slave-ships  were  taken,  like 
other  vessels,  because,  declaredly  belonging  to  the 
enemy;  but  there  is  no  instance  of  the  captors  hav- 
ing violated  tlie  laws  of  this  country,  in  attempt- 
ing the  introduction  of  the  captured  slaves  into 
the  United  States:  and  if  any  individual  had  even 
attempted  so  irregular  a proceeding,  he  would  have 
been  subject  to  the  laws:  but  his  disgrace  would 
surely  not  be  imputed  to  those  who  disclaim  any 
such  act. 

The  documents,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive of  this  government,  give  the  most  ample  tes- 
timony of  the  regular  attention  paid  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  by  the  patriots;  and  your  memo- 
rialist was  in  hopes,  that  these  favorable  represen- 
tations would  have  produced  a very  different  re- 
suit  to  the  one  experienced. 

The  unfavorable  impression  made  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country,  against  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  this  enterprise,  appeared  lobe  corrobora- 
ted by  facts  appertaining  solely  to  those  Vi^ho,  total- 
ly disconnected  with  the  patriots,  had  without  au- 
thority assumed  their  flag;  and  partly  under  the 
plea  of  the  Floridas  having  been  pledged  to  tins 
government,  the  officers  thereof  were  directed  to 
take  possession  of  Amelia  Island,  which  they  did 
in  a hostile  manner,  but  which  the  patriots  refused 
to  defend,  under  the  conviction  that  a government 
professing  friendly  sentiments  to  those  who  were 
following  its  own  glorious  example,  would,  upon 
due  consideration  of  the  subject,  under  proper  re- 
presentations, redress  any  grievances  to  which  this 
exertion  of  power  might  have  subjected  their 
friends  the  patriots:  and  under  such  consoling  ex- 
pectations your  memorialist  had  the  lionor  of  ad- 
dressing the  chief  magistrate  of  this  respected  re- 
public.* After  waiting,  however,  for  a month, 
(though  every  day’s  delay  is  highly  injurious  to  the 
great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged)  instead  of 
receiving  such  satisfaction  as  the  patriots  had  vain- 
ly anticipated,  your  memorialist  has  this  day  receiv- 
ed a letter  from  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams  (se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  United  States)  excluding  all 
hopes  of  that  reparation  of  the  injuries  sustained, 
that  was  expected  from  a great  and  magnanimous 
people,  whose  glorious  example  had  fired  the  bo- 
soms of  their  brethren  of  ihe  soutli;  and  nothing 
remains  now,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  ofy-mr 
memorialist  to  the  patriots,  whom  he  represents, 
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but  to  subvBit  to  the  augo.st  assemblies,  whom  he 
has  the  honor  now  to  address,  those  evidences  of 
injuries  so  grievous  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  to 
the  progress  of  the  revolution,  which  involves  the 
happiness  of  so  many  millions. 

In  this  exposition  of  the  grievances  and  sufferings 
■alluded  to,  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  houses  to  the  following: 

It  must  be  advanced  (and  your  memorialist  hopes 
it  will  be  admitted)  that  the  capture  of  Florida 
would  hasten  the  great  events  of  the  revolution:  | 
and  that,  this  being  accomplished,  it  was  the  avow- 
ed intention  of  the  patriots  to  cede  (hat  country  to 
the  United  States,  under  such  circumstances  as 
might  be  mutually  beneficial. 

It  must  also  be  advanced,  that  they  know  rot  of 
any  existing  engagement  that  had  been  so  conclud- 
ed between  this  country  and  Spain,  as  to  subject 
the  attack,  in  any  manner,  to  the  suspicion  of  an 
implicatior:  of  hostility  to  the  pre-engagements  or 
uUimate  views  of  this  republic.  For  the  patriots 
could  not  suppose  a nation,  so  powerful  as  the 
United  States,  would  permit  the  king  of  Spain  to 
keep  possession  of  acouniry,  virtually  theirs,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  extensive  spoliatioi^s  com- 
mitted on  their  trade,  so  long  ago:  and  especially  as 
the  governor  of  Florida  is  daily  disposing  of  the 
lands,  leaving  nothing,  finally,  but  the  sovereignty 
and  the  sand  banks:  and  more  especially,  as  the 
law  of  congress  on  that  subject  was  passed  in  the 
year'1811,  which,  by  the  constitution  became  ef- 
fectually null  in  two  years:  added  to  which,  a nation, 
of  such  political  forecast  as  the  United  States, 
knowing  that  the  patriots  of  the  south  having  de- 
clared all  the  American  continental  possessions  of 
Spain  in  a state  of  revolution,  could  not  be  expect- 
ed to  leave  undecided  a question  ofso  much  mo- 
ment as  the  possession  of  Florida,  if  actually  theirs, 
at  a time  when  it  was  subject  to  an  attack  from 
without,  or  a revolution  from  within:  and  under  a 
conviction  that  if  left  to  an  external  attack,  it 
would  involve  the  United  States  in  a contest  with 
the  captor.s,  (for  Spain  had  left  it  almost  defence- 
less,) or,  virtually,  decoying  a force  to  be  idly  spent, 
which  might  have  been  efficiently  engaged  else- 
v/here,  in  the  great  cause. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  your  memorialist 
finds  it  difficult  to  abstract  his  mind  from  a dilem- 
ma which  presents  itself,  and  which  he  submits 
with  great  deference. 

Either  the  United  States  did  possess  Florida,  or 
they  did  not.  If  they  did,  why  not  occupy  the 
same  and  display  the  American  flag:  which  would 
have  prevented  the  patriots  from  attempting  the 
conquest  of  a country  that  had  consummated  its 
wishes.  If  they  did  not  possess  Florida,  why  have 
they,  vi  et  armis,  taken  from  the  patriots  a part 
thereof,  which  they  had  fairly,  and  by  force  of  arms, 
conquered,  and  kepc  against  every  attack  from 
their  only  declared  enemy?  It  is  in  vain  to  urge 
that  the  patriots  were  considered  as  pirates;  be 
cause  it  is  not  the  usage  of  nations  to  accept  from 
pirates  termsrof  capitulation:  and  your  memorialist 
begs  leave  to  solicit  your  honorable  houses  to  pon 
der  well  upon  the  sensibility  of  this  nation,  when 
the  Danes  delivered  up  to  the  English  minister  the 
vessels  captured  from  that  nation  by  com.  Paul 
Jones,  who,  because  he  had  been  an  English  subject, 
was  denominated  and  threatened  by  them  as  a pi- 
rate; for  the  Danes  had  not  then  acknowledged 
your  independence.  This  subject  was  tbouglit 
worthy,  at  a subsequent  time,  of  a formal  repre- 
sentation thro’  your  mi’iister,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
at  the  court  of  Versailles;  and  the  injury  sustained 


then,  was,  till  within  a short  period,  made  a plea 
against  the  restoration  of  even  private  property, 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  that  crown;|  and  so 
lasting  was  the  impression  of  that  injury,  that  it 
has  been  thought  worthy  of  remembrance  until  this 
; day. 

Even  your  venerable  and  respected  philosopher, 
Franklin,  though  clothed  with  ministerial  dignity, 
was  called  a hoary  headed  Traitor/ 

The  situation  of  those  wliom  your  memorialist 
has  thp  honor  to  represent,  calls  for  the  reminiscene 
of  these  circumstances,  that  your  honorable  houses 
may  jo.dge,  by  the  feelings  of  those  days,  of  the 
impressions  which  your  acts  are  calculated  ' o stamp 
upon  the  minds  of  the  patriots,  which  are  pecu- 
liarly alive  to  every  sentiment  emanating  from  so 
high  and  so  es>eemed  a source.  The  patriots  have 
not  only  been  deprived  of  the  captured  territory, 
but  of  all  the  warlike  stores  found  thereon;  they 
1 have  also  remained  uncompensated  for  all  their 
expenditures  in  the  erection  of  barracks  and  other 
necessary  buildings:  they  h.ave  not  only  been  de- 
prived of  the  captured  vessels,  but  of  their  car- 

gO-S.:^ 

The  validity  of  these  prizes,  and  of  the  property 
taken^  has  been  by  request  of  the  Spanish  agents, 
subjected  to  the  courts  of  admiralty  in  the  United 
States  for  adjudication:  though  those  cotirts  can 
have  no  competent  jurisdiction  over  property  taken 
by  the  citizens  of  another  power,  from  another  peo- 
ple, on  the  high  seas: — -And  yet  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty of  Savannah  has  lately  decided  against  the 
schooner  Tantativa’s  being  a good  prize  to  the 
Brutus  privateer,  commissioned  by  the  Mexican 
government;  also  against  a brig,  prize  to  the  Gen. 
San  Martin,  under  Buenos  Ayres’  colours,  seized  on 
the  coast.  The  cargo,  too,  of  a brig',  prize  to  the 
Mexican  Congress,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina  has  b.een  sold  by  the  collector,  and  the 
money  deposited  in  his  office. 

The  patriots  have  noi  only  been  precluded  from 
recovering  debts  to  a large  amount,  due  for  the  le- 
gal sales  in  the  United  States,  of  various  goods, 
but  their  liberties  are  endangered  by  the  threats 
of  creditors,  to  whom  comparatively  small  debts 
are  due;  and  at  the  time  that  these  threats  are 
made,  the  sufferers  of  all  these  injuries  are  ordered 
peremptorily,  by  the  officers  of  the  U.  States,  to  quit 
a territory  that  has  never  belonged  to  this  govern- 
ment, who  seem,  thereby,  to  have  espoused  the 
cause  of  our  , enemies,  and  to  have  entered  into 
league  against  us. 

All  these  things,  too,  are  done  when  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  are  acquainted  wdth  the  re- 
ports of  the  junction  of  the  Russian  and  Spanish 
fleets  whose  destination  is  declared  to  be  agrdnst 
the  patriots;  and  thus  shall  we  be  subjected  w'hiie 
waiting  for  the  restoration  of  our  properly,  to  tlie 
risk  of  having  our  vessels  blockaded  in  port, thereby 
hazarding  their  loss  tvilh  the  prize  goods,  and  thus 
giving  advantages  to  an  enemy  insatiable  in  blood; 
and  to  whom  reconciliation  is  impossible;  an  enenay 
who  may  become  formidable  by  such  unexpected 
interferences,  but  whom  the  patriots  would,  other- 
wise, never  hesitate  to  meet  boldly. 

In  repeating  these  manifold  grievances  to  your 
honorable  houses,  your  memorialist  looks  w'itli  con- 
fidence, for  that  dignified  and  sincere  support  of 
the  great  republican  cause,  in  which  tliose  wliom 
he  represents  are  so  deeply  eng.aged:  and  lie  repo- 
ses in  the  bosom  of  your  august  assemblies  lliose 

-{- rhe  case  of  the  brig  Hv  iiscrew,  &c. 

±The  documents  are  in  the  hands  of  the  executive. 
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representations,  depending  on  such  a redress  of 
grievances,  as  shall  comport  with  the  honor,  digni- 
ty and  justice  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  VICENTE  PAZOS. 

City  of  Washington,  March  6,  1816. 

[The  foregoing  is  the  petition  that  the  house  ©f 
representatives  refused  to  receive.] 


Revenue. — Duty  on  Salt. 

OFFTCI  ‘L  EP  KT 

Treasury  department,  January  5,  1818. 

Sm — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.  en- 
closing a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
instructing  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  “to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law 
laying  a duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  'ind  allowances  to  certain 
vessels  employed  in  the  fishe»'ies,”  requesting  any 
information  or  opinion  which  I may  think  proper  to 
communicate,  and  particularly  an  estimate  of  the 
revenue  which  has  accrued  from  the  salt  duty  in 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  I have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit a statement  of  the  revenue  accruing  from  that 
duty  during  the  years  1815,  1816  and  the  two  first 
quarters  of  1817;  and  of  the  amount  paid  upon  the 
exportation  of  pickled  fish,  as  well  as  of  the  allow- 
ances  to  vessels  employed  in  the  fislieries. 

Deducting  the  bounty  and  allowances  from  the 
gross  amount  of  duty,  and  apportioning  the  remain- 
der, between  the  two  years  and  an  half,  the  period 
within  which  it  was  accrued,  the  annual  average 
revenue  arising  from  that  duty  is  estimated  at 
^810,010.  But  as  the  war  prevented  importations 
to  any  considerable  extent  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1815,  if  that  quarter  should  be  omitted 
in  the  estimate,  the  annual  revenue  arising  from  the 
duty  on  salt  during  the  period  embraced  by  the 
statement,  would  exceed  ^900,000.  By  compar- 
ing the  revenue  of  the  two  first  quarters  of  the 
year  1817  with  that  which  accrued  in  the  year 
1816,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a considerable 
dhoinution  during  the  latter  period;  it  may  there- 
fore be  unsafe  to  estimate  it  above  ^800,000  a 
year. 

The  revenue  in  the  annual  report  of  the  trea- 
sury has  been  estimated  for  the  year  1818,  at 
§24,525,000,  including  the  internal  duties,  which 
have  been  since  repealed.  The  revenue  for  that, 
and  for  the  two  next  years,  may  be  estimated  at 
22,025,000.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year 
have  been  estimated  at  21,946,351  74  cents,  which 
being  deducted  from  the  estimated  revenue,  there 
would  remain  a surplus  of  revenue,  beyond  the 
expenditure  at  present  authorized  by  law,  of 
§77,648  26. 

It  therefore  appears  that  if  the  salt  tax  shall  be 
repealed,  there  will  be  a deficit  in  the  revenue  of 
more  than  700,000  dollars  annually,  until  the  pro 
ceeds  of  the  lands  in  tlie  state  of  Mississippi,  and  in 
Alabama  territory,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  government.  During  this  in- 
tc-iwal  the  deficit  will  have  to  be  supplied  by  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  in  t!ie  treasury  on  the  first 
day  of  January  of  tlie  present  year. 

As  it  is  uncertain  what  appropriations  may  be 
made  during  the  present  session  of  congress  be- 
yond those  authorized  by  existing  laws,  and  upon 
which  the  estimates  of  expenditure  for  the  year 
1818  are  founded,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
whether  the  balance  in  the  treasury  will  be  equal 
to  tlie  supply  of  the  deficiency  wliich  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  upon  salt  will  create.  It  may  be  proper 
^Iso  to  observe  that  after  paying  the  interest  of  the^ 


public  debt,  and  reimbursing  the  old  six  per  cent, 
and  deferred  stock,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  funding  system,  the  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  constituting  thie  sinking  fund,  will 
be  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the  Louisiana  debt 
daring  the  years  1818  and  1819.  The  deficif  ■ cy 
was  intended  to  be  supplied  from  the  balance  re- 
maining in  the  treasury,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  providing  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.  A reduction 
of  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
application  to  this  object,  ought  to  be  carefully 
guarded  against. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  and 
very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon.  William  Lowndes, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  of  -ways  and  means. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  duty  which  ac- 
crued on  salt,  imported  during  the  years  1815,  and 

1816,  and  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  ^Oth  June, 

1817,  together  with  the  amount  paid  for  bounty  on 
pickled  fish  exported,  and  for  allowances  to  vessels 
employed  in  the  fisheries  during  the  same  period. 


Period. 

Duty  on  salt. 

Bounty. 

Allowance. 

From  Jan.  1,  to 
Dec.  31,  1815. 

855,448  40 

1,811  74 

From  Jan.  1,  to 
Dec.  31,  1816. 

1,100,745  70 

586  80 

84,736  26 

From  Jan.  1,  to 
June  30,  1817. 

232,133  74 

1,836  28 

76.786  43 

Treasury  department, 

Register'* s ofiice,ld>th  Dec.  1817. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


Foreign  Articles.  ^ 

EUROPEAN  MILITARY  FORCES. 

The  peace  establishment  of  Russia  is  estimated 
at  600,000  men;  of  Austria  at  350,000;  of  Prussia 
at  250,000— and  it  is  designed  in  France  to  support 
an  army  of  400,000  men,  if  the  allies  will  allow  it. — 
The  standing  armies  of  Europe,  at  peace,  amounts 
to  about  3,000,000  men!  No  wonder  that  the  laborer 
goes  supperiess  to  bed. 

ENGLAND. 

On  the  lltli  February,  gold  rose  eighteen  pence 
per  ounce,  and  was  at  4/2*  6d. 

It  is  a singular  fact,  that  although  specie  is  re- 
presented as  being  very  plenty  in  England,  the 
bank  is  about  to  have  its  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments extended  for  two  years  longer;  the  late  rise 
of  the  price  of  gold  may  have  some  connection  with 
this  extension. 

It  being  conjectured  that  a general  election  for 
members  of  parliament  would  take  place  early  in 
the  spring,  a very  active  canvas  had  already  begun 
in  many  places— at  some  of  which  very  severe  bat- 
tles hadlianpened  between  the  partie.s  of  opposing 
candidates.  At  Kendal,  two  persons  were  killed, 
and  many  gentlemen’s  carriages  broken  to  pieces. 

The  Russian  squadron,  having  laid  in  a stock  of 
provisions  a second  time  for  the  voyage,  have  at 
length  sailed  from  England  for  Cadiz— ?o  be  laid  up 
and  to  rot.  Tiie  ships  ai-e  good  for  very  little,  and, 
if  the  were  otherwise,  Ferdinand  has  not  the  abili- 
to  send  them  to  sea.  We  have  advices  of  their  ar- 
rival at  Cadiz. 

Naval  oificers. — Corrected  up  to  Jan.  1.  1818— • 
admirals  191,  in  commission  -2;  post  captains,  8,6S, 
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in  commission  60;  commanders  791,  in  commission 
42;  lieutenants  3,591  in  commission  298. 

From  sixty  to  seventy  persons  were  in  Newgate, 
alone  under  sentence  of  death! 

SPAIN. 

The  troops  stationed  near  Cadiz,  long  without 
pay,  have  latterly  also  been  without  /ooc?— 15,000 
dollars  were  raised  in  Cadiz  to  keep  them  from 
starving  a few  days  longer!  i 

All  the  Spanish  army  is  reduced  to  pny^  and  j 
the  government  thinks  it  does  very  well  if  it  pays ' 
one  third  of  that  half  to  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
monthly! 

The  entries  at  the  custom  house  at  Cadiz  do  not 
amount  in  a month  to  what  they  used  to  do  in  a day. 
“The  Bourbons  are  restored” — the  “adored”  Fer- 
dinand reigns!— Two  ships,  however,  have  recently 
arrived  from  Lima  with  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, &c. 

GERMANY. 

The  heart  is  sickened  with  accounts  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  emigrants  from  Germany,  making  their 
way  to  the  United  States,  through  the  cold-blood- 
ed cruelty  and  infernal  avarice  of  the  masters  and 
owners  of  passenger-ships. — We  are  glad  that  very 
few  of  those  guilty  of  such  deeds  are  our  country- 
men— the  actors  are  chiefly  Dutch.  Cargoes  of  emi- 
grants, who  had  wholly  or  partially  paid  their  pas- 
sages to  the  United  States,  after  suffering  almost 
starvation  on  ship-board,  have,  on  various  pretexts, 
been  landed  at  Lisbon,  or  the  western  islands,  &c. 
and  left  to  perish  in  strange  countries,  unless  saved 
by  the  already  over-burthened  demands  on  the  few 
that  are  able  to  assist  them. 

Some  hundreds  of  Swiss  and  Germans  have  also 
arrived  at  New-Orleans,  who  have  been  wretchedly 
treated.  Their  case  considerably  excited  the  feel- 
ings of  the  citizens  of  that  place. 

CANADA. 

A great  offer. — “During  the  winter  I have  re- 
peatedly written  home  to  my  friends  to  make  an 
offer  directly  to  lord  Bathurst,  for  my  contracting 
to  settle  the  country  with  British  subjects.  I now 
say  that  if  government  will  give  ihe  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  lands  of  upper  Canada  for  tliir- 
ty  years,  I will  maintain  during  that  time,  two  re- 
giments for  his  majesty:  repair  all  the  forts:  and  for 
the  last  twenty  years  of  the  term  pay  an  annual 
rent  to  Britain  of  a hundred  thousand  pounds  sterl- 
ing.” ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

Niagara,  Feb.  24,  1818. 

MEXICO, 

The  following  affords  us  some  hope  respecting 
general  Mina.  The  Savannah  Republican  of  the 
28th  ult.  contains  a contradiction  of  the  report  of 
gen.  Mina’s  death.  It  is  stated  to  be  received 
from  col.  Melville,  belonging  to  the  staff  of  the 
general,  who  informs  that  he  left  him  at  Guanax- 
uato  on  the  28th  November,  with  5000  men  under 
his  command,  and  his  affairs  in  a very  prosperous 
state.  Colonel  Melville,  it  is  said,  is  on  his  way 
to  Washington  City,  at  which  place  he  intends  to 
contradict  the  Spanish  bulletin  of  the  27th  Octo- 
ber, announcing  the  execution  of  general  Mina. 

“Spanish  America.” 

The  royalists  in  Venezuela  are  reported  to  have 
suffered  a severe  defeat,  a short  distance  from  Ca- 
racas. The  patriot  army  under  Bolivar  is  said  to 
be  15,000  strong,  and  well  disciplined. 

QCj^The  things  described  in  the  following  letters 
must  suffer  by  an  abstract,  and  we  give  the  gloomy 
detail  of  horrors.  What  is  the  state  of  society  in 
afflicted  Venezuela! — extermination  is  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  people  of  its  several  sections 


equally  dread  the  patriots  or  the  royalists!  Such 
is  the  fruit  of  Morillo’s  murders — he  was  the  wretch 
that  first  buried  the  war-sword  in  the  bosom  of  the 
babe  and  its  mother.  Would  that  his  crimes  were 
retaliated  on  his  own  head,  instead  of  the  head  of 
the  unoffending! — But  ruthless  war  as  well  affects 
the  innocent  as  the  guilty. 

These  extracts  are  copied  from  the  Baltimore 
Federal  G^^zette,  and  the  editor  says  they  are  from 
a source  on  which  full  reliance  may  be  placed. 

Laguyra,  20th  Feb.  1818.— I write  a few  lines 
under  the  most  awful  feelings  and  apprehensions. 
Morillo  is  destroyed  or  proved  coward  or  traitor. 
The  province  is  lost!  The  patriots  advancing  fast 
on  Caraccas,  and  no  men  to  defend  it.  The  great- 
est scene  of  distress  and  confusion  imaginable 
prevails;  all  order  lost,  and  thousands  of  people 
crowded  on  the  shore  and  wharf  to  embark  with 
whatever  of  most  value  they  can  take  with  them. 
Yesterday  the  scene  of  confusion  commenced,  and 
continues  at  this  time  with  increased  alarm — the 
wharf  and  shore  covered  with  goods  of  all  descrip- 
tions, and  no  possibility  of  getting  tliem  off.  An 
embargo  has  been  on  for  a week  past,  and  no  ves 
sel  permitted  to  sail.  At  this  moment  nothing  can 
be  done,  every  one  is  saving  their  own  lives,  and 
any  thing  else  they  can.  There  are  several  foreign- 
ers here,  none  of  whom  will  remain,  and  they  all 
have  more  or  less  property  ih.at  will  be  lost,  as  it  is 
the  opinion  of  us  all  that  no  property  found  will  be 
respected,  and  they  do  not  consider  even  their  lives 
safe.  To  add  to  the  dismay,  last  night  a severe 
shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt.  The  heart  sick- 
ens with  the  scene  of  distress  in  every  shape.  A 
very  high  sea  renders  it  dangerous  for  a small  boat 
to  pass,  and  the  king’s  officers  have  all  canoes  en- 
gaged embarking  stores  and  people. 

4 o’clock p.  m. — The  distress  increases,  all  alarm 
and  confusion;  thousands  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren on  the  wharf  and  beach,  endeavouring  to  get 
off— the  sea  immensely  high,  and  many  boats  over- 
set and  lost  in  the  surf,  and  women  and  children 
immersed  in  the  waves. 

Nothing  positive  i^knpwn  where  Morillo  is,  or 
how  near  the  patriots  are,  but  the  cry  is  in  all 
mouths,  “they  are  coming!”  Caraccas  is  nearly  de- 
serted, as  this  place  will  soon  be.  No  goods,  ex- 
cept some  of  the  most  valuable,  can  be  embarked, 
and  they  much  injured.  The  earthquake  last  night 
has  had  a terrible  effect  on  the  sea;  it  is  very  high. 

I trust  time  will  be  allowed  to  get  off* most  of  the 
miserable  inhabitants,  by  whom  the  shore  is  lined- 
say  with  thousands. 

Two  Americans,  one  Englishman  and  myself 
(who  all  have  property  here  and  find  it  impossible 
to  embark  it)  have  concluded  on  remaining  and 
waiting  the  issue.  The  greatest  danger  is  appre- 
hended from  the  blacks,  who,  so  soon  as  the  town 
will  have  been  deserted,  it  is  feared,  will  commence 
a general  and  indiscriminate  robbery  and  plunder; 
and,  perhaps,  worse. 

We  shall  occupy  one  house,  and  raise  the  Ameri- 
can flag  as  some  protection— I have  but  little  hopes 
of  saving  any  property. 

5 o’clock  P.  M. — The  embarkation  continues  with 
increased  terror  and  confusion;  200  to  300  dollars 
are  offered  to  a boat  for  one  trip  with  passengers, 
and  the  government  have  just  stove  and  thrown  in- 
to the  sea  a quantity  of  gunpowder  that  they  were 
unable  to  embark.  At  present  there  are  four  of  the 
fleet  in  the  harbor,  and  a large  number  of  merchant 
vessels,  happily  for  the  people,  who  are  crowding 
their  decks. 

ffalf  pan  6 o’clock  P.  Glorious  news  lor  the 
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Spaniards — An  express  lias  just  arrived,  by  whichj 
we  have  news  of  a terrible  action  bein^  fought,  in 
which  Morillo  was  victorious.  'Flie  news  has  con- 
verted the  scene  of  dismay  to  joy,  and  a salute  is 
now  firing — all  are  overjoyed — particulars  not  yet 
known — to-morrow  we  shall  have  them,  and  I will 
advise.  Suifice  it  to  say,  it  is  such  as  to  completely 
restore  tranquility. 

La  Guayra,  Feb.  26,  1818.— Referring  to  my 
several  letters  herewith,  I have  to  advise  that  the 
embargo  probably  will  be  raised  to-morrow  (which 
has  been  on  16  days  ) This  accounts  for  all  my 
letters  coming  by  one  opportunity. 

The  sudden  and  great  alarm  we  have  been  under 
has,  in  some  measure,  subsided,  and  enables  me  to 
advise  so  far  as  that  we  are  permitted  to  know  the 
result  of  the  late  actions. 

Gen.  Morillo  with  the  principal  part  of  his  army 
was  posted  in  Calabosa,  about  45  leagues  from  Ca- 
raccas.  ) 

The  patriot  chiefs  Bolivar  and  Piaz  formed  a 
junction  near  St.  Fernando,  beyond  Calabosa,  and 
marched  to  attack  Morillo;  who  abandoned  Calabo 
sa,  with  a view  of  falling  back  on  and  projecting 
Caraccus.  In  his  retreat  he  was  attacked  by  the 
patriots,  and  in  two  days  and  nights  seven  different 
actions  ensued.  Morillo  always  on  the  defensive 
and  falling  back.  In  the  last  engagement  the  Spa 
ni  uds  claim  a decisive  victory,  having  destroyed 
the  greater  part  of  their  opponents.  But  no  de- 
tails are  yet  made  known;  the  loss  on  both  sides 
is  no  doubt  severe.  Since  the  actionMorillo  has  oc- 
cupied Villa  de  Cura,  this  side  of  Calabosa;  and  the 
patriots  are  said  to  have  occupied  the  latter.  After 
which  no  accounts  were  had  from  the  contending 
armies  for  four  days,  and  until  the  courier  announc- 
ed as  above  atated,  the  decided  victory  obtained 
by  die  royalists. 


CONGHESS. 

SENATE. 

The  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  commencing, 
prosecuting  and  deciding  coniroversies  between 
two  or  more  states,  was  postponed  to  the;^lst  Mon- 
day in  Mav — rejected. 

For  postponement,  Messrs.  Barbour,  Cairipbell,  Dickerson, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborougb,  Horsey,  Macon,  Otis,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Tail,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams,  of  xVIiss.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee — 16. 

Against  postpoi^ement,  Messrs.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett, 
Froinentin,  Hunter,  .lohnson,  King,  Morril,  Morrow,  Noble,  Ro- 
berts, Storer,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Wilson.— 15. 

Jipril  3.  Ti.e  senate  resumed  the  consi;!eratiun 
of  the  bill  concerning  navigation,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  foreign  relations  on  AVe.'lnesdav. 

[The  first  s-  etion  provides,  that  from  and  after  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember next,  the  p'jits  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  remain 
closed  against  every  vessel  owned  wliolly  or  in  part  by  a subject 
or  subjects  of  bis  Britannic  majesty,  coming  or  arriving  from  any 
port  or  place  in  a colony  or  territory  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
that  is  or  shall  be,  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade, 
closed  against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States;  awl 
every  such  vessel,  so  i xcluded  from  the  ports  ofthe  United  States, 
that  shall  enter,  or  attempt  to  enter,  the  same,  in  violation  of  this 
act, shall,  with  her  tackle,  apparel  and  lurniture,  togellier  witli 
the  cargo  on  board  such  vessel,  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Slates 

The  2d  section  provides,  substantially',  th.nt  any  British  vessel 
entering  our  pons,  shall,  on  her  dc  parture,  if  laden  with  the  pro- 
ductions ol  ihi^  United  States,  give  bonds  not  to  land  her  cargo  at 
any  of  the  Briiisit  ports  prohibited  in  the  first  section,  and  to  for- 
feit vessel,  tackle,  &c.  if  site  attempts  to  sail  witliout  so  giving- 
bund. 

'I'he  3d  section  enacts  the  manner  of  recovering  the  penalties, 
accounting  for  them,  &c.j 

Alcssrs.  Barbour  King  and  Macon,  each  spoke  in 
support  of  tnis  bill;  after  which, 

'Fbe  que.stion  was  taken  on  ©rdering  it  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time,  and  decided  in  the 
alHrmative,as  follows: 


YEAS.-~-Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden, Daggett.  Dicker- 
son, Fromentin.  Gaillard,  Goldsborougb,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson, 
King,  Laeock,  Leake,  Macon,  iUorril,  Morrow,  Noble,  Otis,  Ro- 
berts, Ruggles.  Sanford.  Smith,  Stokes,  Storer,  Tail,  I'albot,  Tax* 
lor,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams, of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Tenues^* 
see.  - 32. 

NAYS— Mr.  Eppes— 1 

Six  bills,  passed  yesterday  by  the  other  house, 
were  brought  up  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  King  snbmi*ted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  do  report  to  tlte 
senat'  tlie  sum  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an 
interest  of  seven,  six,  and  three  per  cent;  distinguishing  the 
amount  of  each  thath.as  been  paid  hy  the  subscribers  toAvards  the 
capital  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  distinguishing  also  the 
sums  of  the  resiiective  spec!  s of  the  funded  debt  paid  on  account 
ofthe  several  instalments  ta  the  said  bank— stating  the  sum  ami 
species  ofthe  funded  debt  sold  by  the  bank,  how  much  thereof  was 
purchased  or  redeemed  by  the  United  States,  and  how  much  has 
been  sold  without  the  United  States.  [Agreed  to  next  day  after 
some  unimportant  amendments.] 

The  seucite  then  adjourned. 

April  4 — The  general  appropriation  bill  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed,  with  some  amend- 
ments. On  its  passage,  bjection  was  made  by 
Mr.  Crittenden  that  part  of  it  which  makes  an 
addition  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  president, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
three  cominissioners  to  Soutn  America.  One  or 
two  gentlemen  replied  to  Mr.  C,  and  no  motion  was 
predicated  on  the  objection- 
The  bill  concerning  navigation  (for  countervail- 
ing the  British  colonial  policy)  was  read  a third 
time,  passed  with  only  two  dissenting  voices  (Mr. 
Fippes  and  Mr.  Wilson)  and  sent  to  the  otlier  house 
for  concurrence. 

April  6. — After  other  business — The  senate  then 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  certain  judges  of  the  United 
States’  courts. 

The  blanks  were  filled  as  follows — chief  justice 
j 5000  dollars;  associ.ate  justices  of  the  supreme 
I court  4500;  district  judges — of  Louisiana  3000;  of 
I Alassacliusetts,  of  the  two  districts  in  New-York 
and  Pennsylvania,  Alaryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina, 
S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  at  2000 
each;  ofthe  remainder  of  the  states  or  districts  at 
1500.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPTIKSENTATIVES. 

The  following  is  ibe  material  part  of  the  bill  to  increase  the  duties 
on  certain  manufactured  articles  imported  into  the  United 
Slates,  reported  on  Wednesday,  by  Mr.  Seybert,froin  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  a<id  manufactures. 

“lie  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the dayof— ~1818, 

the  duties  now  in  force  upon  the  articles  hereinafter  enumerated 
and  descrioed,  at  their  importaiion  into  the  United  States,  shall 
cease;  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  there  shall  be  thenceforth  laid,  le- 
vied, and  collected,  upon  the  said  articles  at  their  importation,  the 
several  and  respective  rates  or  duties  following,  that  is  to  say;  on 
steel,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  100  weight;  on  shot,  manufac- 
tured from  lead,  three  cents  per  pound;  on  articles  manufactured 
from  copper;  or  of  which  copper  is  the  material  of  chief  value, 
twetity'-five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  on  silver-plated  saddlery,  coach 
and  iiarncss  lurniture,  twenty-five  percivutum  ad  valorem;  on  all 

at-r  commonly  used  <or  copper  plate  printing  or  writing, twelve 
a half-cents  per  poundj  ou  all  other  paper,  eight  cents  per 
pound;  on  tacks,  brads,  and  sjirigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen  ounces 
to  the  thousand,  five  cents  ou  every  thousand  thereof;  and  on  tacks, 
brads,  and  sprigs,  exceeding  sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand,  the 
sa  oeduty  as  on  nails, 

“Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  adilition  of  ten  per 
centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several  rates  ofduties  above  specified 
and  iinposi^l,  in  resptct  to  all  sucb  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
on  the  i nportation  of  which,  ill  American  or  toreign  vessels,  a 
specific  discrimination  lias  not  been  herein  already  made,  which, 
after  the  said day  of 18i8,  shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 

sels noiol  ih  United  States:  Provided.  That  this  additional  duty 
snail  not  apply  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  in  ships 
or  vessels  not  ofthe  Uniie<l  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by  any 
act  or  acts  of  congress,  to  be  entered  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Stales,  on  the  payment  ofthe  same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods, 
warts,  and  merchandise  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States.” 

Th  3d  and  4th  sections  merely  continue  the  present  drawbacks; 
and  the  operation  of  tlie  existing  provisions  for  the  collection  of 
tlie  duties,  &c. 

There  was  a considerable  debate,  or  rather  much 
remark  or  a resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Claiborn's 
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on  Thursday,  the  2nd  inst,  to  have  g'old  medals  to 
be  presented  to  generals  Carrol,  Coffee  and  Desha, 
for  tlieir  good  conduct  in  the  late  war. 

The  character  of  those  gentlemen  was  represent- 
ed in  the  most  honorable  light — and  it  seemed  pain- 
full to  any  member  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solu‘ions.  But  it  was  thought  that  such  rewards 
would  lose  their  value  by  being  made  too  common, 
and  that  if  congress  did  not  stop  in  bestowing  them, 
many  others  would  be  asked  for,  &c.  The  resolu- 
tions, by  a vote  of  58  to  54  were  finally  laid  upon 
the  table.  ' 

Friday,  Many  reports  from  committees 

were  received,  and  variously  disposed  of  The 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  JViissouri  to  form  a con- 
stitution and  state  government  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr  Cobb  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  he  instrticted 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  militia 
now  ixi  the  service,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  now  prosecuting  against  tiie 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians;  and  of  affording  additional  pay  to  those 
who  have  been  in  service  in  said  war  and  have  been  discharged. 

Mr.  C.  gave  his  reasons  fir  tnis  propositioxi  — and 
stated  the  excessive  sufferings  tliat  the  militia  had 
experienced  from  almost  incessant  rains  and  the 
want  of  a sufficiency  of  food — that  they  had  been 
reduced  to  the  allowance  of  half  a pint  of  corn  per 
day,  &c.  He  thought  that  for  the  failure  of  food 
they  ought  to  be  partially  compensated  by  money, 
&c.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Among  other  proceedings — the  house  resolvM 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  Loring  Austin,  which  gave  rise  to  much 
debate. 

The  bill  proposes  to  relieve  major  Austin  from 
the  effects  of  a prosecution  against  him  for  false 
imprisonment  in  a case  in  which,  by  orders  from 
gen.  Pike,  that  he  was  bound  to  obey,  he  seized 
certain  persons  at  Ogdensburg  suspected  of  trea- 
sonable practices  with  the  enemy.  After  the  de- 
bate, 

The  bill  was,  reported  to  the  house  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed — [and  passed  next  day.] 

Saturday,  April  4. — Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
from  the  committee  on  rnilitar)/  affairs,  reported  a 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  militia  while  in  actual 
service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  wav,  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  report  to  this  house  at  the  next  s<-ssion,  a sys- 
tem providing  for  the  abolition  of  the  existing  Indian  trading  es- 
tablishnxents  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  for  the  opening 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indians  to  individuals,  under  suitable  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  made  a report,  stating  the  probability 
of  the  wings  of  the  capitol  being  completed  forth'^ 
use  of  Congress, before  the  next  session,  but  the 
deficiency  of  the  wings  in  committee  rooms,  and 
recommending  the  erection  of  a temporary  build 
ing  for  that  purpose,  until  the  centre  building  of 
the  capito!  shall  be  erected. 

Bills  for  the  relief  of  gen.  Brown  and  to  establish 
a port  of  entry  at  cape  Vincent,  on  lake  Ontario, 
were  passed. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  two  resolutions  reported  on  the  30th  ult.  requir 
ing  the  secretaries  of  the  war  and  treasury  depart-, 
ments,  to  report  to  the  house  at  the  ensuing  session, 
plans  for  the  application  of  such  means  as  are  within  ; 
the  power  of  congress,  to  the  purpose  of  openlig 
and  constructing  such  roads  and  canals  as  may  de- 
serve and  require  the  aid  of  government,  with  a 
vi^w  to  milit-ary  operation's  in  tinae  Of  war,  the 


transportation  of  muruiions  of  war,  mid  the  more 
complete  defence  of  the  United  States— Also  a 
statement  of  the  works  of  the  above  description, 
which  have  been  commenced,  the  progress  made 
and  the  prospect  of  their  completion.  Tlie  ques- 
tion on  their  passage  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  76— nays  57.] 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Illinois  to  form 
a constitution  and  state  government,  was  consider- 
ed and  amended  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported to  the  house  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time,  nem.  con.  [Passed  next 
day.] 

The  house  then  went  Into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  respect, 
ing  the  organization  of  the  army.  It  was  amended, 
reported  to  the  house  and  ordered  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

Monday,  April  6. — A great  deal  of  private  busi- 
ness and  many  minor  matters  were  disposed  of 
this  day,  and  several  bills  were  passed,  among 
them  a bill  respecting  the  organization  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  the  naval  committee  on  the  enqui- 
ry into  the  propriety  of  changing  the  discipline  of 
the  navy,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  debate,  agreed 
to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from- 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  the  house,  the  proceedings  on 
the  tri^  of  lieut.  col.  F.  Wharton,  of  marines, 
and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  fiommittee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  allowance  of  draw- 
back of  duties  upon  merchandise,  to  merchaudise  imported  into 
states,  and  exported  therefrom  in  American  vessels. 

Tiie  house  weii-  into  coiiuuittee,  Mr.  Desha  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  erecting  addi- 
tional buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  and  P e bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  tlie  public  buildings,  and  for  furnishing 
the  capitol  and  president’s  house. 

Much  t;me  was  spent  in  the  details  of  these  bills. 
Finally,  one  of  the  bills  was  ordered  for  a third 
rea  ling,  embx'acing  the  following  appropriations — 

For  the  completion  of  the  wings  of  the  capitol,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  2r>0,000  dollars,  already  appropriated,  the  further  sum  of 

80.000  dollars. 

For  procuring  materials,  laying  the  foxindation,  and  other  pre 
paratioxisfor  the  centre  building  ofthe  capitol,  100,000  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  president’s  house.  15,214  dollars. 

For  offices  to  the  president’s  house,  7000  dollars. 

For  the  wall  north  of  the  president’  house  with  gates  and  railing 
the  width  ofthe  house,  3,518  dollars. 

For  contingencies,  437  dollars. 

For  graduating  and  improving  the  president’s  square,  10,000 
dollars. 

For  erecting  a temporary  building  for  committee  rooms  near 
the  capitol,  3,634  dollars. 

For  furnishing  the  represieHtative  chamber  and  committee  rooms, 

30.000  dollars. 

For  furnishing  the  senate  chamber  and  committee  rooms,  20,000 
dollars. 

For  furnishing  the  president’s  house,  50,000  dollars. 

Tuesday,  April  7. — .Mr  Seybert,  from  the  corr,« 
mittee  of  commerce  and  numufacturea,  made  re- 
ports unfavorable  to  the  petitions  of  sundry  cork 
cutters  of  New-York  and  Philadelplda  and  manu- 
friCturers  of  paper  hangings,  which  were  read  and 
concurred  in. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  st.aff  of  the  army,  and  to 
substitute  a commissariat  instead  of  the  present 
mode  of  subsisting  the  army  by  contract. 

After  some  amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a third  reading. 

Several  private  bills  were  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
[public  buildings,  a-nd  for  furnishing  the  capitol  and 
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pres^ident’s  house,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  put 
on  its  passage;  when 

Mr  Herrick  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  with  instructions  to 
amend  it  by  striking  out  the  clause  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  commencing  the  centre  building  of 
the  capiLol;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  53,  nays  85;  and  the  bill  was  then 
passed. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  house,  Mr.  Smithy  of  Md.in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miller  and  Baker,  and 
a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  during  the  late  war, 

'I'he  bill  first  named  having  been  gone  through 
and  the  second  taken  up,  a motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Slocutnb,  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  in  ef 
feet  to  destroy  tlie  bill. 

Mr  Spencer  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill — ^the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Miller  and  Baker,  wliich  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading — and  had  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  other 
bilk 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain 
judges  of  the  United  States,  tyas  received  from  the 
senate,  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  senate  having  disagreed  to  the  amendments 
of  this  house,  to  the  bill  directing  the  manner  of 
appointing  Indian  agents,  &c  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  house  to  confer  with  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  senate  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesdayy  April  8.— The  bill  for  completing  the 
survey  of  the  Chesapeake  bay  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  and  passed  next  day;  that  from  the 
senate  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  judges  of 
the  U.  S.  was  indefinitely  postponed — ayes  68,  noes 
40. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  staff  of  the  army,  was 
read  a third  time,  andpas-;ed,  as  amended  by  this 
house,  and  returned  to  the  senate  for  concurrence 
in  the  amendment. 

Tiie  bill  to  provide  additional  buildings  for  tbe 
executive  departments  was  passed, 

Mr.  Tallmadge  proposed  a resolution  for  an  en- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund — 
w ich  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  occupied  the  remainder  of  the 
sitting.  Several  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject, 
and  many  motions  about  it  were  made  and  sundry 
amendments  proposed.  Finally,  the  committee 
of  the  whole  rose,  reported  progress,  &c.  Adjour’d. 

Thursday,  April  9.  Mr.  JlolmeSy  of  Mass,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution: 

Itesolvedy  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  military  affairs, 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  rewarding  such  meritorious 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution  (as  well  of 
the  militia  as  the  regular  army)  as  may  not  be  em- 
braced within  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  at 
this  session  of  congress,  to  provide  for  certain  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  revolutionary  army. 

xMr.  H.  supported  his  resolution  by  a short 
speech — but  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

'The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  militia  in  actual 
service  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  on 
the  case  ©f  Mr.  Meade. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  a substitute  for  the  resolution 
[see  page  106]  authorizing  the  president  to  retali- 
ate by  reprisal  on  a Spanish  consul,  8^.  on  which 
a debate  arose,  &c. 


Mr.  Trimble’s  motion  was  uliimateb  negatived^ 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to. 

The  J\iagara  claims  Xhen  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  house — after  debate,  the  motion  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a third  reading  was  decided  ;;s  follnv 
YEAS— Messre.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman, Bloomfield,  Comstock, 
Ciuger,  Culbreth,  Drake,  Eilicott,  Garnett,  Harrison,  Hasbrouck, 
Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick, Holmes,  Mass.  Hubbard,  Irving,  N.  Y. 
.Tohiison,  Ky.  Jones,  Lawyer,  Little,  Merrill,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M. 
Nelsoji,  New,  Ogden,  Palmer,  Peter,  Pleasants,  Porter,  Reed, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Lou.  Sauipson,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scuclder» 
Shaw,  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Strother,  Stuart,  Md.  Taijmadge,  'I'ay- 
lor,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Trimble,  Tyler,  Westerlo,  Wilkin— 51. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass,  Allen.  Vt.  Barbour,  Va. 
Barber,  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bennett,  Boden,  Butler,  Campl  ell,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Darlington,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards, Ervin,  S,  C.  Folger,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gage,  Hale,  Hall, 
Dei.  Hall,  N.  C.  Hendricks,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson, 
Huntingdon,  Johnson,  Va.  Kirtlaod,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maclay,  M'Coy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Mass. 
Mason,  R I.  Mercer,  Miller,  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mumford, 
Murray,  Jer.  Nelson,  Ogle,  Owen,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling, 
Pindall,  Pitkin,  Rhea,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Ruggles, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybeit,  Sherwood,  Simpkins,  Slocutnb, 
Bal.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed.  Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong.  Tarr, 
Terrill,  Terry,  Tucker,  S.  C.  Upham,  Walker,  N.  C.  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y. 
Williams,  N.  C.  Wilson,  Mass.  Wiison,  Pen.— 91, 

So  the  bill  WRS  rejected, 

CCj=The  senate  was  busily  engaged  on  the  7th 
8th  and  9th  inst,  many  bills  were  passed — among 
them  that  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  judges  (re- 
jected by  the  house)  19  to  14 — andthe^bill  witn  its 
amendments,  respecting  the  staff  of  the  army,  &c. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  vice  president. — By  an  account  of  the  balan- 
ces due  to  the  state  of  New-York,  as  reported  by 
the  comptroller,  in  pursuance  of  a resolve  of  the 
legislature,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Tompkins  has  a ba- 
lance of  J^53,851  81  remaining  against  him,  “to- 
tally unaccounted  for” — but,  the  comptroller  adds, 
“there  is  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  he  has 
vouchers  which  he  has  not  yet  rendered,”  &c. 

This  amount  is  a small  item  in  the  sums  disburs- 
ed by  that  most  active  officer,  as  governor  of 
New  York  and  commander  of  all  the  troops  col- 
lected for  the  defence  of  its  chief  city,  during  the 
war.  It  is  not  supposed  by  any  th.at  he  has  appro - 
priatedit  to  his  own  use,  or  wantonly  suffered  it  to 
be  misapplied  by  others— but  the  monies  confided 
to  him  passed  through  many  subordinate  channels, 
and,  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  a part  of  the  time 
in  which  he  acted,  it  is  possible  that  in  some  cases 
the  regular  vouchers  may  not  have  be  en  taken;  e.nd 
it  is  also  a difficult  and  tedious  business  to  effect 
a .settlement  with  all  the  subordinates.  Perhaps, 
not  one  in  five  of  the  principal  agents  of  the  U.  S. 
in  the  late  war,  have  yet  finally  closed  their  ac- 
counts. / 

Mr.  Tompkins  certainly  ought  to  settle  his  ac- 
counts, and  return  any  balance  in  his  hands  for 
which  he  cannot  furnish  vouchers — it  was  his  busi- 
ness to  have  taken  such  vouchers;  but  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  affairs,  the  most  liberal  construction  of 
fac-ts  ought  to  be  admitted,  because  of  ffie  peculiar 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed. 

We  have  noticed  this  affair  because  it  is  making 
a “great  noise”  in  certain  newspapers,  whose  edi- 
tors seem  di-sposed  never  to  forgive  Mr.  T.  for  the 
decision,  energy  and  effect  o^\ns  conduct,  support- 
ed by  the  good  people  of  the  state,  during  the  war. 
We  well  remember  the  dai  k time  when  the  integri- 
ty of  the  union  hinged  more  upon  him  than  upon 
any  other  ntun  in  tlie  republic — but  it  is  useless  to 
dilate  on  the  subject.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  some, 
that  “every  man  lias  his  price”— Tompkins,  if  he 
has  any  price,  must  hold  his  standing  in  society  and 
what  is  due  to  himselfi  at  a much  greater  sum  than 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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O^The  rooiu  occupied  by  Mr.  Clay’s  speech,  to 
l^ether  with  the  current  matter  needful  to  be  in- 
serted, have  excluded  many  articles  that  we  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  laid  before  our  readers. — 
We  could  sometimes,  very  conveniently,  fill  two 
sheets  a week  with  useful  matter,  and  we  wish 
that  there  was  an  abiVty  to  give  such  augmentation 
at  discretion  But  the  accumulating  stock  ot  materi- 
als, among  which  are  many  original  articles,  pro- 
mises an  unusually  interesting  paper  after  the  rise 
of  congress.  We  shall  take  care  to  “gather  up  the 
fragments.” 

Bank  of  the  united  states.  We  have  a copy  of 
a letter  from  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  an  application 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  for  permission  to  issue  bills  and 
notes  signed  by  other  persons  than  the  president 
and  the  cashier  of  that  bank. 

The  secretary  details  the  “mechanical  labor”  of 
signing  such  bills  and  notes  and  states  inconveni- 
«nces  that  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  time  to 
perform  it,  and  to  attend  to  the  other  duties  of  the 
president  and  cashier,  &c.  all  which  it  seems  neces- 
sary to  obviate.  He  decidedly  opposes,  however, 
the  design  of  giving  to  the  presidents  and  casliiers 
of  the  branches  the  right  of  signing  bills  and  notes, 
for  reasons  similiarto  those  which  have  been  offered 
in  the  Reoisteii;  and  recommends  the  appointment 
of  certain  officers  whose  exclusive  business  it  shall 
be  to  sign  said  bills  and  notes — thus  their  unifor- 
mity may  be  preserved,  and  a part  of  the  evils  ap- 
prehended will  be  avoided. 

A bill  passed  the  senate  to  authorise  an  assis^ 
tant  president  and  assistant  csishier  to  sign  the  notes; 
as  not  being  liable  to  any  of  the  objections  which 
offered  themselves  to  the  preposterous,  if  not  tvic/c 
ed,  proposition,  in  its  original  shape.  But  is  has  been 
rejected  in  the  house.  See  proceedings. 

When  we  get  the  figures  expected  in  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  King,  we  shall  publish  Mr. 
Lloyd*s  letter  to  a committee  of  the  house  of  re 
presentatives  about  the  bank,  (Jan.  1817)  and  see 
how  the  facts  as  they  appeared  to  him  tally  with  the 
facts  that  actually  happened. 

Q^Mr.  Horsey^  in  the  senate,  has  submitted  a most 
important  resolution  respecting  the  state  and  pro 
eeedings  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  which  has 
passed — See  “Congress.”  Such  things  will  do  a 
great  deal  of  good  to  the  public — let  the  result  of 
such  investigations  be  what  they  may,  useful  and 
necessary  truth  must  be  elicited. 

The  BILL  CONCERNING  THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES,  noticcd  last  week,  has  passed  the 
house  of  representatives,  with  singular  unanimi 
ty.  Speaking  on  this  bill,  Mr.  Clay  said — “The 
other  day,  in  debate  upon  another  topic,  I said  that 
there  exisced  in  the  counsels  of  this  country  a tone 
and  a temper  which  do  not  become  the  country. 
They  do  not  correspond  with  its  rank  among  na 
lions.  Adopt  this  measure,  and  I will  withdraw 
half  of  what  I then  said.  Adopt  the  other  mea- 
surethatl  proposed — recognize  those  governments 
of  South  America  which  maintain  their  indepen- 
dence— and  I will  withdraw  thew/jofe  of  it.” 

Vol.  XIV. ^9. 


Speech  of  Mr.  Clay^ 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESEVTAT  VES,  MARCH  24, 

On  his  prop  'sition  to  make  an  appropriation  f>r  the 
outfit  and  01x6  year's  salary  for  a minister  to  Buenos 
Ayres. 

The  house  being  in  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  bill  making  appropriauons  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  1818 — 

Mr.  clay  rose,  Under  feelings  of  deeper  regret 
than  he  had  ever  experienced  on  any  former  occa- 
sion, inspired,  principally,  by  the  painful  conside- 
ration that  he  found  himself,  on  the  nroposition 
which  he  meant  to  submit,  differing  from  m;my 
highly  esteemed  friends,  in  and  nut  of  this  house, 
for  whose  judgment  he  entertained  t!ie  greatest  re- 
spect. A knowledge  of  this  circumstance  had  in- 
duced him  to  pause;  to  subject  his  own  convictions 
to  the  severest  scrutiny;  and  to  revolve  the  ques- 
tion over  and  over  again.  But  all  his  reflections 
had  conducted  him  to  the  same  clear  result;  and 
much  as  he  valued  those  friends,  great  as  his  defer- 
ence was  for  their  opinions,  he  could  not  hesitate, 
when  reduced  to  the  distressing  alternative  of  Con- 
forming his  judgment  to  theirs,  or  pursuing  the 
deliberate  and  matured  dictates  of  his  own  mind. 
He  enjoyed  some  consolation,  for  the  want  of  their 
co-operation,  from  the  persuasion  that,  if  he  erred 
on  this  occasion,  he  erred  on  the  side  of  the  liberty 
and  the  happiness  of  a l.arge  portion  of  the  human 
family.  .Another,  and,  if  possible,  indeed  a greater 
source  of  the  regret  to  which  he  referred,  was  the 
utter  incompetency  which  he  unfeignedly  felt  to  do 
any  thing  like  adequate  justice  to  the  great  cause 
of  American  independence  and  freedom,  whose  in- 
terests he  wished  to  promote  by  his  humble  exer- 
tions, in  this  instance.  Exhausted  and  worn  down 
as  he  was,  by  the  fatigue,  confinement  and  incessant 
appliciition  incident  to  the  arduous  duties  of  tlie 
honorable  station  he  held,  during  a four  months’ 
session,  he  should  need  all  that  kind  indulgence 
which  had  been  so  often  extended  to  him  by  the 
house. 

He  begged,  in  the  first/place,  to  correct  miscon- 
ceptions, if  any  existed,  in  regard  to  his  opinions. 
He  was  averse  from  war  with  Spain,  or  with  any 
power.  He  would  give  no  just  cause  of  war  to  any 
power — not  to  Spain  herself.  He  had  seen  enough 
of  war,  and  of  its  calamities,  when  even  successful. 
No  country  upon  earth  bad  more  interest  than  this 
in  cultivating  peace,  and  avoiding  war,  as  long  as  it 
was  possible  honorably  to  avoid  it.  Gaining  addi- 
tional strength  every  day;  our  numbers  doubling  in 
periods  of  twenty  five  years;  with  an  income  out- 
stripping all  our  estimates,  and  so  great  as,  after  a 
war  in  some  respects  disastrous,  to  furnish  results 
which  carry  astonishment,  if  not  dismay,  into  the 
bosom  of  states  jealous  of  our  rising  importance, 
we  had  every  motive  for  the  love  of  peace.  He 
could  not,  however,  approve,  in  all  respects,  ofthe 
manner  in  which  our  negociation  with  Spain  had 
been  conducted.  If  ever  a fave  able  time  existed 
for  the  demand,  on  the  part  of  an  injured  nation,  of 
indemnity  for  past  wrongs,  from  the  aggressor, 
uch  was  the  present  time.  Impoverished  and  ex- 
aausted  at  home,  by  the  wars  which  have  desolated 
the  peninsula^  with  a foreign  war,  calling  for  iufi- 
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nitely  more  resources  in  men  and  money,  than  she 
can  possibly  command,  this  is  the  auspicious  period 
for  insisting  upon  justice  at  her  hands,  in  a firm  and 
decided  tone.  Time  is  precisely  what  Spain  now 
most  wants.  Yet  what  were  we  told  by  the  presi 
dent,  in  his  message,  at  the  commencement  of  con- 
gress? That  Spain  had  procrastinated,  and  we  ac- 
quiesced in  her  procrastination.  And  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  in  a late  communictaion  with  Mr.  Onis, 
after  ably  vindicating  all  our  rights,  tells  the  Spa- 
nish minister,  with  a good  deal  of  sang  froid,  that 
we  had  patiently  waited  thirteen  years  for  a redress 
of  otir  injuries,  and  that  it  required  no  great  effort 
to  wait  longer!  He  would  have  abstained  from 
thus  exposing  our  intentions.  Avoiding  the  use  of 
the  language  of  menace,  he  would  have  required, 
in  temperate  and  decided  terms,  indemnity  for  all 
our  wrongs;  for  the  spoliations  upon  our  commerce; 
for  the  inlerrtiption  of  the  right  of  depot  at  New- 
Urleans,  guaranteed  by  treaty;  for  the  insults  re 
peatedly  offered  to  our  flag;  for  the  Indian  hostili- 
ties whicti  she  was  bound  to  prevent;  for  the  belli- 
gerent use  made  of  her  ports  and  territories  by  our 
enemy,  during  the  late  war — And  the  instantaneous 
liberation  of  the  free  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
now  impa-isoned  in  her  jails.  Cotemporaneous 
with  that  demand,  without  waiting  for  her  final  an- 
swer, and  with  a view  to  the  favorable  operation  of 
her  councils,  in  regard  to  our  ov/n  peculiar  interest, 
as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  cause  itself,  he  would 
recognize  any  established  government  in  Spanish 
Americ  1.  He  would  have  left  Spain  to  draw  her 
own  inferences  from  these  proceedings,  as  to  the 
ultimate  step  which  this  country  might  adopt,  if  she 
longer  withheld  justice  from  us.  And  if  she  per- 
severed in  her  iniquity,  after  we  had  conducted  the 
Tiegociation  in  the  manner  he  had  ende^ivored  to 
describe,  he  would  then  take  up  and  decide  the  so 
lemn  question  of  peace  or  war,  with  the  advantage 
of  all  the  light  shed  upon  it  by  subsequent  events 
and  the  probable  conduct  of  Europe. 

Spain  had  undoubtedly  given  us  abundant  and 
just  cause  of  war.  But,  it  was  not  every  cause  of 
war  that  should  lead  to  war.  War  was  one  of  those 
dreadful  scourges  that  so  shakes  the  foundation  of 
society;  overt  urns  or  changes  the  character  of  go- 
vernments; interrupts  or  destroys  the  pursuits  of 
private  happiness,  brings,  in  short,  misery  and 
wretchedness  in  so  many  forms;  and  at  last  is,  in  its 
issue,  so  doubtful  and  hazardous;  that  nothing  but 
dire  necessity  can  justify  an  appeal  to  arms.  If  we 
wfere  to  have  war  with  Spain,  he  had  however  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  no  mode  of  bringing  it 
about  could  be  less  fortunate  than  that  of  seizing, 
at  this  time,  upon  her  adjoining  province.  There 
was  a time,  under  other  circumstances,  when  we 
might  have  occupied  East  Florida,  with  safety: 
had  we  then  taken  it,  our  posture  in  the  negocia- 
tioa  with  Spain  would  have  been  totally  different 
from  wliat  it  is.  But  we  had  permiited  that  time, 
not  with  his  consent,  to  pass  by  unimproved.  If 
we  were  now  to  seize  upon  Florida,  after  a great 
change  in  those  circumstances  and  af'.er  declaring 
our  intentions  to  acquiesce  in  the  procrastination 
desired  by  Spain,  in  what  light  should  we  be  viev/ 
ed  by  foreign  powers,  particularly  Great  Britain? 
We  have  already  been  accused  of  inordinate  ambi- 
tion, and  of  seek .ng  to  aggrandize  ourselves  by  an 
ex'  ension,  on  all  sides,  of  our  limits.  Should  vve 
not,  by  such  an  act  of  violence,  give  color  to  the 
accusation?  No,  Mr.  Cliaq’man,  if  we  are  to  be  in 
volved  in  nar  with  Spain,  let  us  have  the  credit  of 
disinterestedness;  let  us  put  her  yet  more  in  the 


Ji'rong?  Let  us  command  the  respect  which  is 
never  withheld  from  those  who  act  a noble  and  ge^ 
nerous  part.  He  hoped  to  communicate  to  the 
committee  the  conviction  which  he  so  strongly  felt, 
that,  adopting  the  amendment  which  he  intended 
to  propose,  would  not  hazard,  in  the  slightest  de» 
gree,  the  peace  of  the  country.  But  if  that  peace 
were  to  be  endangered,  he  would  infinitively  rather 
it  should  be  for  our  exerting  the  right,  appertain- 
ing to  every  state,  of  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence of  another  state,  than  for  the  seizure  of  a 
province  which  sooner  or  later  we  must  certainly 
acquire 

Mr.  Clay  proceeded.  In  contemplating  the  great 
struggle  in  which  Spanish  America  is  now  engaged, 
our  attention  is  first  fixed  by  the  immensity  and 
character  of  the  country  which  Spain  seeks  again 
to  subjugate.  Stretching  on  the  Pacific  ocean 
from  about  the  40th  degree  of  north  latitude,  to 
about  the  55th  degree  of  south  latitude,  and  ex- 
tending from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  dsl  Norde  (ex- 
clusive of  East  Florida)  around  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  along  tiie  South  Atlantic  to  near  cape  Horn,  it 
is  about  5000  miles  in  lengtli,  and  in  some  places 
near  three  thousand  in  breadth.  Within  this  vast 
region,  we  behold  the  most  sublime  and  interest- 
ing objects  of  creation;  the  loftiest  mountains,  the 
most  majestic  rivers  in  the  world;  the  richest  mines 
of  the  precious  metals;  and  the  choicest  produc- 
tions  of  the  earth.  We  behold  there  a spectacle 
still  more  interesting  and  sublime — the  glorious 
spectacle  of  eighteen  millions  of  people,  struggling 
to  burst  their  chains  and  to  be  free.  When  we 
take  a little  nearer  and  more  detailed  view,  we 
perceive  that  nature  has,  as  it  were,  ordained  that 
this  people  and  this  country  shall  ultimately  con- 
stitue  several  different  nations.  Leaving  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  north,  we  come  to  New-Spain,  or 
the  vice-royalty  of  Mexico  on  the  South;  passing  by 
Goatame  la,  we  reach  the  vice-royalty  of  New  Gre- 
nada, the  late  captain  generalship  of  Venezuela,  and 
Guyana  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Andes.  Slep- 
ping  over  the  Brazils,  we  arrive  at  the  United  Pro* 
vincesof  La  Plata,  and  crossing  the  Andes,  we  find 
Chili  on  their  west  side,  and  further  north,  tlie  vice- 
royal  ly  of  Lima  or  Peru,  EacJi  of  these  several  parts 
is  sufficient  in  itself,  in  point  of  limits,  to  constitute 
a powerful  state,  and,  in  point  of  population,  that 
which  has  the  smallest  contains  enough  to  make  it 
respectable.  Throughout  all  the  extent  of  that 
great  portion  of  the  world,  which  he  had  attempted 
thus  hastily  to  describe  the  spirit  of  revolt  against  the 
dominion  of  Spain  had  manifested  itself.  The  revolu- 
tion had  been  attended  with  various  degrees  of  suc- 
cess in  the  several  parts  of  Spanish  America.  In 
some  it  had  been  already  crowned,  as  he  would  en- 
deavor to  shew,  with  complete  success,  and  in  all  he 
was  persuaded  that  independence  had  struck  such 
deep  root  as  that  the  power  of  Spain  could  never 
eradicate  it.  What  were  the  causes  of  this  great 
movement? 

Three  hundred  years  ago,  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
thrones  of  Montezuma  and  the  Incas  of  Peru,  Spain 
erected  the  most  stupendous  system  of  colonial 
despotism  that  the  vorld  has  ever  seen — the  most 
rigorous,  the  most  exclusive.  The  great  principle 
and  object  of  this  system  has  been  to  render  one  of 
the  largest  portions  of  the  world  exclusively  sub- 
servient, in  all  its  faculties,  to  the  interests  of  an 
inconsiderable  spot  in  Europe.  To  effectuate  this 
aim  of  her  policy,  she  locked  Spanish  America  up 
from  all  the  re^t  of  the  world,  and  prohibited,  un- 
der the  severest  penalties,  any  foreigner  from  en- 
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tering-  my  pirtofit  To  keep  the  natives  them- 
selves ip^noTantof  each  other,  and  of  the  strength 
and  resources,  and  several  parts  of  her  American 
posse.ssions,  she  next  prohibited  the  inhabitants  of 
one  vice-royalty  or  government  from  visiting  those 
of  another;  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  for  ex- 
ample, were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  vice-royalty 
of  New-Grenada.  The  agriculture  of  those  vast 
regions  was  so  regulated  and  restrained  as  to  pre- 
vent all  collision  with  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  tlie  peninsula.  Where  nature,  by  the  cha 
racter  and  composition  of  the  soil,  had  commanded, 
the  abominable  system  of  Spain  has  forbidden,  the 
growth  of  certain  articles.  Thus,  the  olive  and  the 
vine,  to  which  Spanish  America  is  so  well  adapted,  j 
are  prohibited  wherever  their  culture  could  inter- 1 
fere  with  the  olive  and  vine  of  the  peninsula.  The 
commerce  of  the  country,  in  the  direction  and  ob- 
jects of  the  exports  and  imports,  is  also  subjected 
to  the  narrow  and  selfish  views  of  Spain — and  fet- 
tered by  the  odious  spirit  of  monopoly  existing  in 
Cadiz.  She  has  sought,  by  scattering  discord 
among  the  several  casts  of  her  American  popula- 
tion, and  by  a debasing  course  of  education,  to  per- 
petuate her  oppression.  Whatever  concerns  pub- 
lic law,  or  the  science  of  government,  all  writers 
upon  political  economy,  or  that  tend  to  give  vigor, 
and  freedom  and  expansion  to  the  intellect,  are 
prohibited.  Gentlemen  would  be  astonished  by 
the  long  list  of  distinguished  authors,  wliom  she 
proscribes,  to  be  found  in  Depons*  and  other  works. 
A main  feature  in  her  policy  is  that  which  constant- 
ly elevates  the  European  and  depresses  the  Ameri- 
can character.  Out  of  upwards  of  750  vice-roys 
and  captains  general,  whom  she  has  appointed 
since  the  conquest  of  America,  about  eighteen  only 
have  been  from  the  body  of  the  American  popula- 
tion. On  all  occasions  she  seeks  to  raise  and  pro- 
mote her  European  subjects,  and  to  degrade  and 
humiliate  the  Creoles.  IVhei-ever  in  America  her 
sway  extends,  every  thing  seems  to  pine  and  witlier 
beneath  its  baneful  influence.  The  richest  regions 
bf  the  earth;  man,  his  happiness  and  his  education; 
all  the  fine  faculties  of  his  soul,  are  regulated  and 
modified  and  moulded  to  suit  the  execrable  purpo- 
ses of  an  inexorable  despotism. 

Such  is  a brief  and  imperfect  picture  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Spanish  America  in  1808,  when  the 
famous  transactions  of  Bayonne  occurred.  The 
king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  (for  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca had  always  constituted  an  integral  part  of  the 
Spanish  empire)  abdicated  his  throne  and  became 
a volunteer  captive.  Even  at  this  day,  one  does 
not  know  whether  he  should  most  condemn  t!ie 
baseness  and  p-  rfidy  of  the  one  party,  or  despite  the 
meanness  and  imbecility  of  the  other.  If  the  obli- 
gation of  obedience  and  allegiance  existed  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies  of  the  king  of  Spain,  it  was 
ftunded  on  tlie  duly  of  protection  which  he  owed 
them.  By  disqualifying  himself  from  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty,  they  became  released  from  that 
obligation.  The  monarchy  was  dissolved;  and 
■«ach  integral  part  had  a right  to  seek  its  own  hap- 
piness, by  the  institution  of  any  new  government 
adapted  to  its  wants.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the  suc- 
cessor de  facto  of  Ferdinand,  recognized  this  right 
on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  and  recommended  them 
to  establish  their  independence.  Thus,  upon  the 
ground  of  strict  right;  upon  the  footing  of  a mere 
legal  question,  governed  by  forensic  rules,  the  co- 
lonies, being  absolved  by  the  acts  of  the  parent 
country,  from  the  duly  of  subjection  .0  it,  had  an 
indisputable  right  to  set  up  for  themselves.  But, 
Mp.  Clay  took  a broa4er  and-  bolder  gositipo.  jljc 


maintained  that  an  oppressed  people  were  authoriz-^ 
ed,  whenever  they  could,  to  rise  and  break  dieir 
fetters.  7'his  was  the  great  principle  of  the  Eng- 
lish revolution.  It  was  the  great  principle  of  our 
own.  Vattel,  if  authori  y were  wanting,  expressly 
supports  this  right.  We  must  pass  sentence  of 
condemnation  upon  the  foiuulers  of  our  liberty — 
say  that  they  were  rebels—traitcrs,  and  that  ^ve  are 
at  this  moment  legislating  without  competent  pow- 
ers, before  we  could  condemn  the  cause  of  Spanish 
America.  Our  revolution  was  mainly  directed 
against  the  mere  theory  oftyrann)'.  We  had  suf- 
fered comparatively  but  little;  we  had,  in  some 
respects,  been  kindly  treated;  but  our  intrepifl  and 
j intelligent  fathers  saw,  in  tlie  usurpation  of  tlie 
1 power  to  levy  an  inconsiderable  tax,  the  long  train 
ofoppressive  acts  that  was  to  follow.  They  rose; 
they  breasted  the  storm;  they  conquered  our  free- 
dom. Spanish  America  for  centuries  has  been  doom- 
ed to  the  practical  efl'ects  of  an  odious  tyianny,^- 
If  we  were  justified,  she  is  more  then  justified. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  no  propagandist.  He  would 
not  seek  to  force  upon  other  nations  our  principles 
arul  our  liberty,  if  they  did  not  want  them.  He  would 
not  disturb  the  repose  even  of  a detestable  despot- 
ism. But,  if  an  abused  and  oppressed  people  u il- 
led  their  freedom;  if  they  sought  to  establish  it;  if,  in 
truth,  they  had  established  it,  we  had  a right  as  a 
sovereign  power,  to  notice  the  fact,  and  to  act  as 
circumstances  and  our  interest  required,  He  would 
say,  in  the  language  of  the  venerated  father  of  his 
country,  “Born  in  a land  ofliberty,  my  anxious  re- 
collections, my  sympathetic  feelings,  and  my  best 
wishe.s,  are  irresistibly  excited,  whensoever,  in  any 
country,  I see  an  oppressed  nation  unfurl  the  ban- 
ners of  freedom.”*  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  C s:ud, 
that  whenever  he  thought  of  Spanish  America,  tiie 
image  vresistibly  forced  itself  updn  Ids  mind  of 
an  elder  brother,  whose  education  had  been  neglect- 
ed, whose  person  had  been  neglected  and  iruiUtreat- 
ed,  and  who  had  been  disinherited  by  the  unkind- 
ness of  an  unnatural  parent.  And,  when  lie  con- 
templated the  glorious  struggle  which  that  country 
was  now  making,  he  thought  he  belield  that  bro- 
ther rising,  by  the  power  and  energy  of  ins  fine  na- 
tive genius,  to  the  manly  rank  which  nature,  and 
nature’s  God  intended  for  him. 

If  Spanish  America  were  entitled  to  success  from 
the  justness  of  her  cause,  we  had  no  less  reaso  1 to 
wish  that  success  from  tlie  horrible  character  which 
the  royal  arms  have  given  to  tlie  war.  ^More  atroci- 
ties than  those  which  had  been  perpetrated  during 
its  existence,  were  not  to  be  found  even  in  the 
annals  of  Spain  herself.  And  liistory,  reserv- 
ing some  of  her  blackest  pages  for  the  name 
of  Morillo,  is  prepared  to  place  him  along  side  of 
his  great  prototype,  the  infmtous  desolater  of  t!ie 
Netherlands.  He  who  hi’.s  looked  into  the  history 
of  the  conduct  of  this  war,  is  constantly  sliocked  at 
the  revolting  scents  which  it  pourtrays;  at  the  re- 
fusal, on  the  part  of  llie  commanders  of  tlie  royal 
forces,  to  treat,  on  any  terms,  with  the  ot!ier  side; 
at  the  denial  of  quarters;  at  the  butchery,  in  cold 
blood,  of  prisoners;  at  the  violation  of  flags,  in  some 
cases,  afier  being  received  with  religious  ceremo- 
nies; at  the  instigation  of  slaves  to  rise  ugainst  tlieir 
owners;  and  at  acts  of  wanton  and  useless  barb  iri- 
ty.  Neither  tlie  weakness  of  the  other  sex,  nor 
the  imbecility  of  old  age;  nor  the  innocence  of  in- 
fants, nor  the  reverence  due  to  the  sacerdotal  cha- 
racter, can  slay  the  arm  of  royal  vengeance.  On  this 
subject  he  begged  leave  to  trouble  the  conriini.tee 

*' Washingtuu’s  aiisvv-.-i-  to  tlie  r*rencli  fiiiiiistefs RilJres?,  cnilig 
presentuig  tb«  tglprs  i5f  France,  ip 
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willi  reading  a few  passages  from  a most  authentic 
document,  the  manifesto  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  published  in 
October  last.  This  was  a paper  of  the  highest  au- 
lliority;  it  was  an  appeal  to  the  whole  world;  it  as- 
serted facts  of  notoriety,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world.  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  the  congress 
would  come  forward  with  a statement  which  was 
not  true,  when  the  means,  if  it  we^e  false,  of  ex- 
posing- their  fabrications,  must  be  so  abundant  and 
so  easy  to  command.  It  was  a document,  in  short, 
that  stood  upon  the  same  footing  ofauthority  with 
our  papers  promulged  during  the  revolution  by 
o'ur  - congress.  He  would  add,  that  many  of  the 
facts  which  it  affirmed,  were  corroborated  by  most 
respectable  historical  testimony,  which  was  in  his 
own  possession.'*'  [Here  he  read  various  passages 
from  the  manifesto. 

*The  following'  are  the  passages  read  by  Mr.  Clay: 

“Memory  shudders  at  tJie  reeital  of  tlie  horrors  that  were  then 
committed  by  Goyeneche,  in  Cochabamba.  Would  to  heaven  it 
were  possible  to  blot  from  remembrance  the  name  of  that  ungrate- 
ful and  blood-thirsty  American;  who,  on  the  day  of  his  entry,  or- 
dered the  virtuous  governor  and  intendant,  Antesana,to  be  shot; 
who.  beholding  from  the  balcony  of  his  house  that  infamous  nuir. 
der.  cried  out  with  a ferocious  voice,  to  the  soldiers,  that  they  must 
not  fire  at  the  head,  hecause  he  wanted  it  to  be  affixed  to  a pole; 
and  who,  after  the  head  was  taken  off,  ordered  the  cold  corpse  to 
be  dragged  through  the  streets;  and,  by  a barbarous  decree,  placed 
the  lives  and  fonunes  of  the  citizens  at  the  mercy  of  his  unbridled 
soldiery,  leaving  them  to  exercise  their  licentious  and  brutal  sway, 
during  several  days!  But  those  blind  and  cruelly  capricious  men 
(the  Spaniards)  rejected  the  mediation  of  England,  and  dispatched 
rigorous  orders  to  alt  the  generals,  to  aggravate  the  war,  and  to 
l)uoish  us  with  more  severity.  The  scaffolds  were  every  where 
multiplied,  and  invention  was  racked  to  devise  means  for  spread- 
ing murder,  distress  and  consternation. 

“Thenceforth  they  made  all  possible  efforts  to  spread  division 
amongst  ns,  to  incite  us  to  mutual  extermination;  they  have  slan- 
dered us  with  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  accusing  us  of  plot- 
ting the  destruction  of  our  holy  religion,  the  abolition  of  all  mo- 
rality, and  of  iiitrortueiog  licentiousness  of  manners.  They  wage 
a religious  war  against  us,  contriving  a thousand  artifices  to  dis- 
turb and  alarm  the  consciences  of  the  people,  making  the  Spa- 
Jiisfj  bishops  issue  decrees,^of  ecclesiastical  condemnation,  public  ex- 
communications, and  di.sseminating,  through  the  medium  of  some 
ignorant  confessor,  fanatical  doctrines  in  the  tribunal  of  penitence. 
By  means  of  these  religious  discords  they  have  divided  families 
against  themselves;  they  have  caused  disaffection  between  parents 
tmd  children;  they  have  dissolved  the  tender  ties  which  unite  hus- 
band aud  wife;  they  ha'  e spread  rancour  and  implacable  hatreds 
between  brothers,  most  endeared,  and  they  have  presumed  to  throw 
ad  nature  into  discord. 

“They  have  adopted  the  system  of  murdering  men  indiscrimi- 
nately, to  diminish  our  numbers;  and,  on  their  entry  into  towns, 
they  have  swept  off  all,  even  the  market  people,  leading  them  to 
the  open  squares,  and  there  shouting  them  one  by  oi»e.  The  cities 
on  Chuquisaca  and  v ochabamba  have  more  than  once  been  the 
theatres  of  these  horrid  slaughters. 

“They  have  intermixed  with  their  troops  soldiers  of  ours  whom 
they  had  taken  prisoners,  carrying  away  the  officers  in  chains,  to 
garrisons  where  it  is  impossible  to  preserve  health,  for  a year— 
they  have  left  others  to  die  in  their  prisons  of  hunger  and  misery, 
and  others  they  have  forced  to  hard  labor  on  the  public  work.s. 
They  have  exnitingly  put  to  death  our  nearersof  flags  of  truce, 
and  liave  been  guilty  of  the  blackest  atrocities  to  our  chiefs,  after 
they  had  siirrehd*  red;  as  well  as  to  other  principal  characters,  in 
disregard  of  the  humanity  with  which  we  treated  prisoners;  as  a 
proof  of  it,  witness  the  deputy  Mutes  of  Potosi,  the  captain-gene- 
ral Pumacagua,  general  Augulo,  and  his  brother  commandant 
Mniiecas  and  oth.-r  partisan  chiefs,  who  were  shot  in  cold  blood, 
after  having  b.  t n prisoners  for  several  days. 

“They  took  a brutal  pleasure  in  cropping  the  ears  of  the  natives 
of  the  town  of  Ville-grande,  and  sending  a basket  full  of  them  as 
presents  to  the  head-quarters.  They  afterwards  burnt  that  town, 
and  set  fire  to  thirty  other  populous  towns  of  Peru,  and  worse 
than  the  worst  of  savages,  shuttiiig  the  inhabitants  up  in  the 
houses,  before  setting  th.  m on  fire,  that  they  ■ night  be  burnt  alive. 

“They  have  not  only  been  cruei  and  unsparing  in  their  mode  of 
murder,  but  they  have  been  void  of  all  .noraiity  and  public  decen- 
cy, causing  aged  rcclcsiastics  and  women  to  be  lashed  to  a gun, 
and  pu)ilicly  flogged,  with  the  abomin.ilion  of  first  having  them 
stripped,  and  their  nakedness  exposed  to  shatne.  in  the  presence  of 
their  troops. 

” I'hey  established  an  inquisitorial  system  in  all  these  punish- 
ments; they  hav.'  seized  on  ptaeeabh  iuliahitants.  and  transported 
them  across  the  sea  to  be  Judged  for  suspected  crimes,  anti  they 
have  put  a great  number  ofcitjzetis  to  death  every  where,  without 
accusation  or  the  form  of  a trial. 

_ • Tisey  leave  inventf-  a crime  of  lint  sampled  horror,  in  poison- 
ing our  water  and  provisions,  wlu  n.  they  wer^  conqu-red  by  g.  • . 
Pinetoat  La  Paz,  and  in  retmvi  for  the  kindness  with  which  he 
treated  them. after  tliey  hati  surrendered  at  discretion,  they  had  the 
baibanty  to  blow  up  tlie  h ad-quarters,  under  which  they  had  con- 
structed a mine  and  prepared  a train  before  hand. 


I In  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  Spa- 
[nish  America,  the  United  States  had  the  deepest 
interest.  He  had  no  liesitation  in  asserting  his 
firm  belief,  that  their  was  no  que.stion  in  the  foreign 
policy  of  this  country,  which  had  ever  arisen,  or 
which  he  could  conceive  as  ever  occurring,  in  the 
decision  of  which  we  had  so  much  at  stake.  This 
interest  concerned  our  politics,  our  commerce, 
our  navigation.  There  could  not  be  a doubt  that 
Spanish  America,  once  independent,  whatever 
might  be  the  form  of  the  governments  established 
in  its  several  parts,  those  governments  would  be 
animated  by  an  American  feeling,  and  guided  by 
an  American  policy.  They  v/ould  obey  the  laws  of 
the  system  of  the  new  world,  of  which  they  would 
compose  apart,  in  contradiction  to  that,  of  Europe. 
Without  the  influence  of  that  vortex  in  Europe, 
the  balance  of  power  between  its  several  parts,  the 
preservation  of  which  had  so  often  drenched  Eu- 
rope in  blood,  America  is  sufficiently  remote  to 
contemplate  tlie  new  wars  which  are  to  afflict  tliat 
quarter  of  the  globe,  as  a calm,  »f  not  a cold  and  in- 
different spectator.  In  relation  to  those  wars,  the 
several  parts  of  America  will  generally  stand  neu- 
tral. And  as  during  the  period  when  they  rage,  it 
will  be  important  that  a liberal  system  of  neutrali- 
ty should  be  adopted  and  obseiwed,  all  America 
will  be  interested  in  maintaining  and  enforcing  such 
a system.  The  independence  then  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica was  an  interest  of  primary  consideration. — 
Next  to  that,  and  highly  important  in  itself,  was 
the  consideration  of  the  nature  of  their  govern- 
ments. That  was  a question,  however,  for  them- 
selves. They  would,  no  doubt,  adopt  those  kinds 
of  governments  w’dch  were  best  suited  to  tlieir 
condition,  best  calculated  for  their  iiappiness. — 
Anxious  as  he  was  tliat  they  shoul  l be  fi-ee  govern- 
ments, we  had  no  right  to  prescribe  for  them.— - 
They  were,  and  ought  to  be,  tlie  sole  judges  for 
themselves.  He  was  s'rongly  inclined  lo  believe 
that  they  would  in  most,  if  notail  par's  of  their 
country,  establish  fi-ee  governments.  We  weretheir 
great  example.  Of  us  they  constantly  spoke  as 
of  brother.s,  having  a similar  origin.  They  adopt- 
ed our  prin'ciples,  copied  our  institutions,  and,  in 
many  instances,  emphiyed  the  very  language  and 
sentiments  of  our  revolutionary  paprr.s.  [Here  Mr. 
C read  a passage  from  the  same  manifesto  before 
cited,'*']  But,  it  is  some  times  said  that  they  are 

“He  lias  branded  ns  with  the  stiqma  of  rehels,  the  moioent  he 
retunied  to  Madrid;  he  refused  to  listen  to  onr  complaints,  or  to 
receive  onr  supplications:  and  as  an  act  of  extreme  favor,  he  of- 
fered us  a pardon.  He  confinned  tiie  vice-roys,  governors  and 
generals,  whom  he  found  actually  glutted  with  carnage.  Hede- 
clared  us  guilty  of  a high  inisdenieanor.  for  having  dared  to  frame 
a constitution  ibr  our  own  government,  free  from  the  control  ofa 
deified,  absolute  and  (yraimical  power,  under  which  we  had  groan- 
ed three  centuries;  a measme  that  could  be  oft'ensive  only  to  a 
prince,  an  enemy  to  justice  and  beneficence,  and  consequently 
unworthy  to  rule  over  us. 

“He  then  undertook,  with  the  aid  of  his  ministers,  t®  eq.uip  larg^ 
military  armaments,  to  be  directed  against  us.  He  has  caused  nu- 
merous armies  to  be  sent  out,  to  consummate  the  work  ol  devasta- 
tion, fire  and  plunder.  . 

“He  has  sent  his  generals,  with  certain  decrees  of  pardon, -which 
they  puidish  to  deceive  the  igmirant,  and  induce  them  to  facilitate 
their  entrance  into  towns;  whilst  at  the  same  time  Ire  has  given 
them  other  jec/'ct  instructio7is,  autlrorising  them,  as  soon  as  rhey 
should  get  poss;  ssloe.  of  a place,  to  hang,  burn,  confiscate  and  sack; 
ti;  encourage  private  assassinations — and  to  commit  every  spe-cies 
of  injury  in  their  power,  agaitist  the  deluded  beings  wbo  had  conti-^ 
ded  i'll  his  pretended  pardon.  It  is  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  ot 
Bourbon,  that  tbe  heads  of  patriot  officers,  prisoners,  are  fixed  up 
in  the  high  ways,  tliat  tluy  bs  at  and  stoned  to  death  rrcommandant 
of  light  troops,  and  tlmt,  after  having  killed  col.  Cannigo,  in  the 
same  manner. by  tlie  hands  of  the  indecent  Centeno  tin  y cut  off 
his  head,  and  sent  it  as  a present  to  Gen.  Pezuela,  telling  him  it 
w.as  a miracle  of  the  virgin  of  the  Carmelites.” 

Having  then  been  ilins  impelled  by  the  Spanianls  and  tlieir 
king',  we  have  calculated  ail  the  consequences, and  have  constitut- 
ed ourselves  independent,  prepared  to  exercise  the  right  of  nature 
to  defend  ourselves  against  the  ravages  of  tyranny,  at  the  risk  of 
ouv  honor,  our  lives  and  fortune.  We  have  sworn  to  the  only  king 


NILES’  REGISTER— APRIL  18,  1818— MR.  CLAY’S  SPEECH.  125 


too  ignoriint  and  too  superstitious  to  admit  of  ^be 
existence  of  free  government.  This  charge  of  ig 
norance  is  often  urged  by  persons  themselves  ac- 
tually Ignorant  of  the  real  condition  of  that  people. 
He  denied  the  alleged  fact  of  ignorance;  he  denied 
the  inference  from  that  f^ct,  if  it  were  true,  that 
they  wanted  capacity  for  free  government;  and  be 
refused  his  assent  to  the  further  conclusion,  if  the 
fact  vvere  true  and  the  inference  just,  tliat  we 
were  to  be  indifferent  to  their  fate.  All  the  writers 
of  the  most  established  authority,  Depons,  Hum- 
boldt, and  others,  concur  in  assigning  to  the  peonle 
of  Spanish  America,  great  quickness,  genius,  and 
particular  aptitude  for  the  acquisition  of  the  exact 
sciences,  and  others  which  they  have  been  allowed 
to  cultivate.  In  astronomy,  geology,  mineralogy, 
chemistry,  botany,  &c.  they  are  allowed  to  make 
distinguished  proficiency.  They  justly  boast  of 
their  Alzare,Velasquez  and  Gama, and  other  illustri- 
ous contributors  to  science.  They  have  nine  univer- 
sities,and  in  the  city  of  Mexico,it  is  affirmed  by  Hum- 
boldt, that  their  are  more  solid  scientific  establish- 
ments than  in  any  city  even  of  North  America.  He 
would  refer  to  the  message  of  the  supreme  director 
of  la  Plata,  which  he  would  hereafter  have  occasion 
to  use  for  another  purpose,  as  a model  of  fine  compo- 
sition of  a state  paper, challenging  acomparison  with 
any,  the  most  celebrated  that  ever  issued  from  the 
pens  of  Jefferson  or  Madison.  Gentlemen  would 
egregiously  err  if  they  formed  their  opinions  of  the 
present  moral  condition  of  Spanish  America,  from 
what  it  was  under  the  debasing  system  of  Spain. — 
The  eight  years  revolution  in  whichit  has  been  en- 
gaged, has  already  produced  a powerful  effect. 

Education  has  been  attended  to,  and  genius  de- 
veloped. [Here  Mr.  C.  read  a passage  from  the  Co- 
lonial Journal,  published  last  summer  in  Great  Bri 
tain,  where  a disposition  to  exaggerateon  that  side 
of  the  question  could  hardly  be  supposed  to  exist.*] 
The  fact  was  not  therefore  true,  that  the  imputed  ig- 
norance existed;  but,if  it  did, he  repeated  that  he  dis- 
puted the  inference  It  was  the  doctrine  of  thrones, 
that  man  was  too  ignorant  to  govern  himself.  Their 
partizans  assert  this  incapacity  in  reference  to  all 
nations;  if  they  cannot  command  universal  assent 
to  the  proposition,  it  is  til en  demanded  as  to  parti 
cular  nations;  and  our  pride  and  our  presumption 
too  often  make  converts  of  us.  Mr.  C.  contended 
that  it  was  to  arraign  the  dispositions  of  Providence 
himself  to  suppose  that  he  had  created  beings  in- 
capable of  governing  themselves,  and  to  be  tram 
pled  on  by  kings.  He  contended  that  self  government 
was  the  natural  government  of  man,  and  he  referred 
to  the  aborigines  of  our  own  land.  If  he  were  to 
speculate  in  hypotheses  unfavorable  to  human  liber- 
ty, his  should  be  founded  ratlier  upon  the  vices, 
refinements  or  density  of  population.  Crowded 
together  in  compact  masses,  even  if  they  were 
philosophers,  the  contagion  of  the  passions  is  com- 
municated and  caught,  and  the  effect  too  often,  he 
admitted,  was  tlie  overthrow  of  liberty.  Dispersed 
over  such  an  immense  space  as  that  on  which  the 
people  of  Spanish  America  were  spread,  their  phy- 


rve acknowledge y the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World,  that  we  will 
not  abandon  the  cause  of  justice;  that  we  will  not  suffer  the  coun- 
try which  he  has  given  us  to  be  buried  in  ruins,  and  inundated  with 
blood,  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,”  &c. 

*“  As  soon  as  the  project  of  revolution  arose  on  the  shores  of  La 
Plata,  genius  and  talent  exhibited  their  influence;  the  capacity  of 
the  people  became  manifest  and  the  means  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge were  soon  made  the  favorite  pursuit  of  the  youth.  As  far 
as  the  wants,  or  the  inevitable  inteirruption  of  affairs  have  allowed, 
every  thing  has  been  done  to  disseminate  useful  information. 
The  liberty  of  the  press  has  indeed  met  with  some  occasional 
checlcs;  but  in  Buenos  Ayres  alone  as  many  periodical  works 
weekly  issue  from  the  press  as  in  Spain  and  Portugal  put  together. 


sical,  and  he  believed  also  their  moral  condition, 
both  favored  their  liberty. 

With  regard  to  their  superstition,  he  said,  they 
worshipped  the  same  God  with  us.  Their  prayTrs 
were  offered  up  in  their  temples  to  the  same  Re- 
deemer, whose  intercession  we  expected  to  save 
us.  Nor  was  there  any  thing  in  llie  cutliolic  reli- 
gion unfavorable  to  freedom.  All  religions, united 
with  government,  were  more  or  less  inimical  to  liber- 
ty. All,  separated  from  government,  were  compati- 
ble with  liberty.  If  the  people  of  Spanish  America 
had  not  already  gone  as  far,  in  religious  tolera'ion, 
as  we  had,  the  difference  in  their  condition  from 
ours  should  not  be  forgotten.  Every  t’dng  was 
progressive.  And,  in  time,  he  hoped  to  see  them 
imitating,  in  this  respect,  our  example.  But,  grant 
that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are  ignorant 
and  incompetent  for  free  government,  to  whom  is 
that  ignorance  to  be  ascribed?  Is  it  not  to  the  exe- 
crable system  of  Spain,  which  she  seeks  again  to 
establish  and  to  perpetuate?  So  far  from  chilling 
our  hearts,  it  ought  to  increase  our  solicitude  for 
our  unfortunate  brethren.  It  ought  to  animate  us 
to  desire  the  redemption  of  the  minds  and  the  bo- 
dies of  unborn  millions  from  the  brutifying  effects 
of  a system,  whose  tendency  is  to  stifle  the  facul- 
ties of  the  soul,  and  to  degrade  man  to  ihe  level  of 
beasts.  He  would  invoke  the  spirits  of  our  depart- 
ed fathers.  Was  it  for  yourselves,  only,  tliat  you 
nobly  fought?  No,  no.  It  was  the  chains  that 
were  forging  for  your  posterity  that  made  you  fly 
to  arms,  and  scattering  the  elements  of  these  chains 
to  the  winds,  you  transmitted  to  us  the  rich  inheri- 
tance of  liberty. 

The  exports  of  Spanish  America  (exclusive  of 
those  of  the  Islands^  are  estimated  in  the  valuable 
little  work  of  M.  Torres,  deserving  to  be  better 
known,  at  about  eighty  one  millions  of  dollars. 
Of  these  more  than  three  fourths  consist  of  the 
precious  metals.  The  residue  are  cocoa,  coffee, 
cochineal,  sugar,  andi  some  other  articles.  No  na- 
tion ever  offered  richer  commodities  in  exchange. 
It  was  of  no  material  consequence  that  we  produced 
but  little  that  Spanish  America  wanted.  Com- 
merce, as  it  actually  exists,  in  the  hands  of  mari.^, 
time  states,  w’as  no  longer  confined  to  a mere  bar- 
ter, between  any  two  states,  of  their  respective  pro- 
ductions. It  rendered  tributary  to  its  interests  the 
commodities  of  all  quarters  of  tlie  world.  So  that 
a rich  American  cargo,  or  the  contents  of  an  Ame- 
rican commercial  warehouse,  presented  you  with 
whatever  was  rare  or  valuable  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Commerce  was  not  to  be  judged  by  its  re- 
sults in  transactions  with  one  nation  only.  Unfa- 
vorable balances,  existing  with  one  state,  are  m:ida 
up  by  contrary  balances  with  other  states.  And  its 
true  value  should  be  tested  by  the  totality  of  its 
operations.  Our  greatest  trade — that  with  Great 
Britain,  judged  by  the  amount  of  what  we  sold  for 
her  consumption,  and  what  we  bought  of  her  for 
ours,  would  be  pronounced  ruinous.  But  the  unfa- 
vorable balance  was  covered  by  the  progress  of 
trade  with  other  nations.  We  may  safely  trust  to 
the  daring  enterprize  of  our  merchants.  The  pre^ 
cious  metals  are  in  South  America,  and  they  wiU 
command  the  articles  wanted  in  South  America, 
which  will  purchase  them.  Our  navigation  will  be 
benefited  by  the  transportation,  and  our  country  will 
realize  the  mercantile  profits.  Already  the  iiem 
in  our  exports  of  American  manufactures  is  re- 
spectable. They  go  chiefly  to  the  West  Indies 
and  to  Spanish  America.  This  item  is  consta-.itls’ 
augmenting.  And  he  would  again,  as  he  had  o:i 
another  occasion,  ask  gentlemen  to  elevate  liiCiTi- 
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selves  to  the  actual  importance  and  greatness  of 
our  republic;  to  reflect  like  true  American  states- 
men, that  were  not  legislating  for  the  present 
day  only;  and  to  contemplate  this  country  in  it.s 
marcli  to  true  greatness,  when  millions  and  mil- 
lions will  be  added  to  our  population,  and  when 
the  increased  productive  industry  will  furnish  an 
infinite  variety  of  fabrics  f»r  foreign  consumption 
in  order  to  supply  our  own  wants.  The  distribu- 
tion of  the  precious  metals  has  hitherto  been  prin 
cipaily  made  through  the  circuitous  channel  of  Ca- 
diz, No  one  can  foresee  all  the  effects  which  will 
result  fro’P  a direct  distribution  of  them  from 
h mines  whicli  produce  them.  One  of  tliere  ef- 
fects will  probably  be  to  give  us  the  entire  com- 
ir};iT>d  of  the  India  trade.  The  advantage  we  have 
on  the  luap  of  the  world  over  Europe,  in  that  re- 
spect, is  prodigious.  Again,  ;f  England,  persist 
ing  in  her  colonial  monulopy,  cobtinuedto  occlude 
her  ports  in  ihe  West  Indies  to  us,  and  we  should, 
as  he  contended  we  ought,  meet  her  system  by  a 
countervailing  measure,  Venezuela,  New-Grenada, 
and  other  parts  of  Spanish  America,  would  afford 
us  all  tiiat  we  gpt  from  the  British  West  Indies. 
He  cp  dessed  that  he  despaired,  for  the  present,  of 
our  adopting  that  salutary  measure.  It  was  pro- 
posed at  the  last  session,  and  postponed.  It  was 
during  the  present  session  again  proposed,  and,  he 
feared,  would  be  again  postponed.  He  saw,  and 
he  owned  it  with  infinite  regret,  a tone  and  a feel- 
ing in  the  councils  of  the  coun'ry  infinitely  beiovv 
til  at  which  belonged  to  the  country.  It  was  per 
haps  the  moral  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  the 
late  w.%r.  We  are  alarmed  at  dangers,  we  kuow 
not  what,  by  spectres  conjured  up  by  our  own  vivid 
im.aginations. 

The  West  India  bill  is  brought  up.  We  shrug 
pur  shoulders,  talk  of  restrictions,  non-intercourse, 
embargo,  commercial  tyarfare,  make  long  faces, 
and — postpone  the  bill.  The  time  will  however 
pome — must  come,  when  thjs  country  will  not  sub- 
mit to  a commerce  with  the  British  colpnies  upon 
the  terms  which  England  alone  prescribes.  And, 
he  repeated,  that,  when  it  arrived,  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca would  afford  us  an  ample  substiuite.  Then,  as 
to  our  navigation,  gentlemen  should  recollect  h^i, 
if  reasoning  from  past  experience  were  safe  for  the 
future,  our  great  commercial  rival  will  be  in  war  a 
greater  number  of  years  than  she  will  be  in  peace. 
Whenever  slie  shall  be  at  war  and  we  are  in  peace, 
pur  navigation,  being  free  from  the  qsks  and  insur 
ance  incident  to  war,  we  shall  engross  almost  the 
wliole  transpqrtation  of  the  Spanish  American  com- 
meyce.  f'or  he  did  not  believe  that  that  country 
would  ever  have  a considerable  marine.  Mexico, 
the  most  populous  part  of  it,  had  but  two  ports. 
La  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  and  neither  of  them 
very  good,  Spanish  America  had  not  the  elements 
to  Construct  a marine.  It  wanted,  and  must  always 
Wani,  hardy  seamen.  He  did  not'  believe  that,  in 
tlie  present  improved  state  of  navigation,  any  na- 
tions so  far  south  would  ever  make  a figure  as  ma- 
ritime powers.  If  Carthage  and  Rome,  in  ancient 
times,  and  sqme  other  states  of  a later  period,  oc- 
casionally made  great  exertions  on  the  water,  it 
must  be  recoileeved,  that  they  were  principally  on 
21  small  theatre,  and  in  a totally  different  state  of 
the  art  of  navigation,  or  when  there  was  no  com- 
petition from  northern  slates. 

He  was  aware  that,  in  opposition  to  the  interest 
which  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  manifest  thav 
this  country  had  in  the  Independence  of  Spanish 
.America,  it  was  contended,  that  we  should  find 
that  coqotry  a great  rival  in  agricultural  pro- 


ductions. There  was  something  so  narrow  and 
selfish  and  grovelling  in  this  argument,  if  found- 
ed in  fact,  something  so  unworthy  the  mag- 
nanimity of  a great  and  generous  people,  that  he 
confessed  he  had  scarcely  patience  to  notice  it. 
But  it  was  not  true  to  any  extent.  Of  the  eiglity 
odd  millions  of  exports,  only  about  one  million  and 
a half  consisted  of  an  article  which  might  come 
into  competition  with  us,  and  that  was  cotton. 
The  tobacco  which  Spain  derived  from  her  colonies 
was  chiefly  produced  in  her  islands.  Bread  stuffs 
could  no  where  be  raised  and  brought  to  market  in 
any  amount  materially  affecting  us.  The  table 
lands  of  Mexico,  owing  to  their  elevation,  were,  it 
was  true,  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain;  but 
the  expense  and  difficulty  of  getting  it  to  the  gmf 
of  Mexico,  and  the  action  of  the  intense  heat  at 
La  Vera  Cruz,  the  only  port  of  exportation,  must 
always  prevent  Mexico  from  being  an  alarming 
competitor.  Spanish  America  was  capable  of  ])ro- 
ducing  articles  so  much  more  valuable  tliau  those 
which  we  raised,  that  it  was  not  probable  they 
would  abandon  a more  profitable  for  a less  advan- 
tageous culture,  to  come  into  competition  with  us. 
The  West  India  Islands  were  well  adapted  to  the 
raising  cotton;  ami  yet  the  more  valuable  culture 
of  coffee  and  sugar  was  constantly  preferred. 
Again,  Providence  has  so  ordered  it,  that  with  re- 
gard to  countries  producing  articles  apparently 
similar,  there  was  some  peculiarity,  resulting  from 
climate,  from  soil,  or  from  some  other  cause,  that 
gave  to  each  an  appropriate  place  in  tlie  general 
wants  and  consumption  of  manltind.  The  southern 
part  of  the  continent,  La  Plata  and  Chili,  was  too 
remote  to  rival  us. 

The  immense  country,  watered  by  the  Mississippi 
and  its  branches,  had  a peculiar  interest,  which,  he 
trusted,  he  should  be  excused  for  noticing.  Hav- 
ing but  the  single  vent  of  New-Orleans,  for  all  the 
surplus  produce  of  their  industry,  it  was  quite  evi- 
dent that  they  would  have  a greater  security  for 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  that  outlet,  if  the  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico  upon  any  European  power  were, 
effected.  Such  a power,  owning  at  the  same  time 
Cuba,  the  great  key  of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  all 
the  shores  of  that  gulph,  with  the  exception  of  tlie 
portion  between  the  Perdido  and  the  lioi  del  Nord, 
must  have  a powerful  command  over  opr  interests. 
Spain,  it  was  true,  was  not  a dangerous  neighbor  at 
present;  but,  in  the  vicissitudes  of  states,  her  power 
might  be  a^ain  resuscitated. 

Mr.  C continued  Having  shown  that  the  cause 
of  the  patriots  was  just,  and  that  we  had  a great 
interest  in  its  successful  issue,  he  would  next  en<; 
quire  what  course  of  policy  it  became  us  to  adopt. 
He  had  already  declared  that  to  be  one  of  strict 
and  impartial  neutrality.  It  was  not  necessary  for 
their  interests,  it  was  not  expedient  for  our  own, 
that  we  should  take  part  in  the  war.  All  they  de- 
manded of  us  was  a just  neutrality.  It  was  com- 
patible with  this  pacific  policy — it  was  required  by 
it,  that  we  should  recognize  any  established  go- 
vernment, if  there  were  any  established  govern- 
ment in  Spanish  America.  Recognition  alone,  with- 
out aid,  was  no  just  cause  of  war  With  aid  it  was, 
not  because  of  the  recognition,  but  because  of  the 
aid,  as  aid  without  recognition  was  cause  of  war, 
riie  truth  of  these  propositions  he  would  maintain 
upon  principle,  by  the  practice  of  other  stales,  and 
by  the  usage  of  our  own.  There  was  no  common 
tribunal  among  the  nations  to  pronounce  upon  the 
fact  of  the  sovereignty  of  a new  state.  Each  power 
must  and  does  judge  for  itself  It  was  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty  so  to  judge.  A nation,  in  exerting 
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this  incontestible  right — in  pronouncing  upon  the 
independence  in  fact  of  a new  state,  takes  no  par< 
in  the  war.  It  gives  neither  men,  nor  ships,  nor 
money.  It  merely  pro ’.ounces  that  in  so  far  as  it 
may  be  necessary  to  institute  any  relations  or  to 
support  any  intercourse  with  the  new  power,  that 
povver  is  capable  of  maintaining  those  relations  and 
authorising  that  intercourse. — Martens  and  other 
publicists  lay  down  these  principles. 

When  the  United  Provinces  formerly  severed 
themselves  froi-n  Spain,  it  was  about  eighty  years 
before  their  independence  was  finally  recognized 
by  Spain.  Before  that  recognition,  the  United  Pro- 
vinces  had  been  received  by  all  the  rest  of  Europe 
into  the  family  of  nations.  It  is  true  that  a war 
broke  out  between  Philip  and  Elizabeth,  but  it 
proceeded  from  the  aid  which  she  determined  to 
give  and  did  give  to  Holland.  In  no  instance,  he 
believed,  could  it  be  shown,  from  authentic  histo- 
ry, that  Spain  made  war  upon  any  power  on  the  sole 
ground  that  such  power  had  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  the  United  Provinces. 

In  the  case  of  our  own  revolution,  it  was  not  until 
after  France  had  given  us  aid,  and  had  determined 
to  enter  into  a treaty  of  alliance  with  us — a treaty 
by  w hich  She  guaranteed  our  independence,  that 
Ey’gland  declared  war.  Holland  also  was  charged 
by  England  with  favoring  our  cause,  and  deviating 
from  the  line  of  strict  neutrality.  And,  when  it 
was  perceived  that  she  was,  moreover,  about  to 
enter  into  a treaty  with  us,  England  declared  war, 
lEven  if  it  were  shown  that  a proud,  haughty  and 
powerful  nation,  like  England,  had  made  war  upon 
other  provinces,  on  the  ground  of  a mere  recog- 
nition, the  single  example  could  not  alter  the  pub- 
lic law,  or  shake  the  strength  of  a clear  principle. 

But  what  had  been  our  own  uniform  practice .?  I 
We  had  constantly  proceeded  on  the  principle, 
that  the  government  de  facto  was  that  which  we 
could  alone  notice.  Whatever  form  of  government 
any  society  of  people  adopts;  whoever  they  ac- 
knowledge as  their  sovereign,  we  consider  that  go- 
vernme.ot  or  that  sovereign  as  the  one  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  us.  We  have  invariably  abstained  from 
assuming  a right  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  sovereign 
de  jure  and  against  the  sovereign  de  facto.  That 
is  .1  question  for  the  nation  in  which  it  arises  to 
determine.  And,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the 
sovereign  de  facto  is  the  sovereign  de  jure.  Our 
own  revolution  stands  on  the  basis  of  the  right  of  a 
people  to  change  their  rulers.  He  did  not  maintain 
that  every  immature  revolution — every  usurper,  be- 
fore his  power  was  consolidated,  was  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  us?  but  that  as  soon  as  stability  and 
order  were  maintained,  no  matter  by  whom,  we 
always  had  considered  and  ought  to  consider  the 
actual  as  the  true  government.  Gen.  Washington 
—Mr  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Madison,  had  all,  whilst 
they  were  respectively  presidents,  acted  on  these 
principles. 

In  the  case  of  the  French  republic,  gen.  Wash- 
ington did  wot  wait  until  some  of  the  crowned 
heads  of  Europe  should  set  him  the  example  of 
acknowledging  it,  but  accredited  a minister  at 
once.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  he  was  received 
before  the  government  of  the  republic  was  consi- 
dered as  established.  It  will  be  found,  in  Mar- 
shall’s Life  of  Washington,  that  when  it  was  un- 
derstood that  a minister  from  the  French  republic 
was  about  to  present  himself,  president  Wasliing- 
ton  submitted  a number  of  questions  to  bis  cabinet 
for  their  consideration  and  advice;  one  of  wliicli 
was,  whether,  upon  the  reception  of  the  minister, 
he  should  be  notified  tliat  America  would  suspend 


the  execution  of  the  treaties  between  the  two  coun- 
tries until  France  had  an  established  ^over;  ent. 
Gen.  Washington  did  not  stop  to  enquire  whether 
the  descendants  of  St.  Louis  were  to  be  considered 
as  the.  legitimate  sovereigns  of  France,  and  if  the 
revolution  was  to  be  regarded  as  unauthorized  re- 
sistance to  their  sway.  He  saw  France,  in  fact, 
under  the  government  of  those  who  had  subverted 
the  throne  of  the  Bourbons,  and  he  acknowledged 
the  actual  government.  Daring  Mr.  Jefferson’s  and 
Mr.  Madison’s  administrations,  when  the  cories  of 
Sp  in  and  Joseph  Bonaparte  respectively  contend- 
ed for  the  crown,  those  enlightened  statesmen  said, 
we  will  receive  a minister  from  neither  party;  set- 
tle the  question  between  yourselves,  and  we  will 
acknowledge  the  party  that  prevails.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  your  feuds;  whoever  all  Spain 
acknowledges  as  her  sovereign,  is  the  only  sove- 
reign with  whom  we  can  maintain  any  relations. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  it  is  understood,  considered  whether 
he  should  not  receive  a minister  from  both  parties, 
and  finally  decided  against  it,  because  of  the  incon- 
veniences to  this  country,  which  might  result  from 
the  double  representation  of  another  power.  As 
soon  as  the  Freneh  armies  were  expelled  from  tlie 
peninsula,  Mr.  Madison,  still  acting  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  government  de  facto,  received  the  pre- 
sent minister  from  Spain.  During  all  the  phases  6f 
the  French  government,  republic,  directory,  con- 
suls, consul  for  life,  emperor,  king,  emperor  again, 
king,  our  government  has  uniformly  received  the 
minister. 

If,  then,  there  be  an  established  government  in 
Spanish  America,  deserving  to  rank  among  the  na- 
tions, we  were  morally  and  politically  bound  to 
acknowledge  it,  unless  we  renounced  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  ought  to  guide,  and  which  hitherto 
had  guided,  our  councils,  Mr.  C,  then  undertook 
to  shew,  that  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Rio  de 
Plata  was  such  a government.  Ii  s limits,  he  said, 
extending  from  the  South  Atlantic  ocean  to  the 
Pacific,  embraced  a territory  equal  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  certainly  equal  to  it,  exclusive  of 
Uouisiana.  Its  population  was  about  three  millions, 
more  than  equal  to  ours  at  the  commencement  of 
our  revolution.  That  population  was  a hardy,  entei-- 
prizing  and  gallant  population.  The  establishments 
of  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres  had,  during  dif- 
ferent periods  of  their  history,  been  attacked  by  the 
French,  Dutch,  Danes,  Portuguese,  English  and 
Spanish;  and  such  was  the  martial  character  of  the 
people,  that  in  every  instance  the  attack  had  been 
repulsed.  In  1807,  gen.  Whitlocke,  commanding  a 
powerful  English  army,  was  admitted,  under  the 
guise  of  a friend,  into  Buenos  Ayres;  and,  as  soon  as 
he  was  supoosed  to  have  demonstrated  inimical  de- 
signs, he  was  driven  by  the  native  and  unaided  force 
of  Buenos  Ayres  from  the  country.  Buenos  Ayres 
had,  during  now  nearly  eight  years,  been  in  point 
of  fact  in  the  enjoyment  of  self-government.  The 
capital,  containing  more  than  sixty  thousand  inha- 
bitants, has  never  been  once  lost.  As  early  as  1811, 
tlte  regency  of  Old  Spain  made  war  upon  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  the  consequence  subsequently  was,  the 
capture  of  a Spanish  army  in  Monte  Video,  equal 
to  that  of  Burgoyne.  This  government  lias  now, 
in  excellent  discipline, three  well  appoinied  armies, 
with  the  most  abundant  material  of  war;  the  army 
of  Chili,  the  army  of  Peru,  and  the  army  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  The  first,  under  San  Martin,  has  conquered 
Chili;  the  second  is  penetrating,  in  a north-\ve.sleru 
direction,  from  Buenos  Avres  Into  the  vice-royalty 
of  Peru;  and,  according  to  the  last  accounts,  lia  i 
reduced  the  ancient  seat  of  empire  of  the  Iiicas 
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The  third  remains  at  Buenos  Ayres  to  oppose  any 
force  which  Spain  may  send  af'ainst  it.  To  shew 
the  condition  of  the  country  in  July  last,  Sir.  C. 
again  called  t!  ;e  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
message  of  the  supreme  director,  .lelivered  to  tlie 
congress  of  the  United  Pi  ovinces.  It  was  a paper 
of  !;l)e  Sump  authentic  character  with  the  speech  of 
the  king  of  England  on  opening  liis  parliament,  or 
th>'  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  commencement  of  congress.^  There  was  a 

* The  following  are  the  passages  read  by  Mr.  Clay: 

“Thear  viy  of  this  eapifal  was  organize  d at  tha  same  time  with 
those  of  the  Andes  and  of  the  interior;  the  regular  force  has  been 
nearly  doubled;  the  militia  has  made  great  progress  in  military  dis- 
eipline;  our  slave  population  has  been  formed  into  battalions,  and 
tanglit  the  milits'.ry  art  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  their  condition. 
The  capital  is  under  no  apprelu  nsion  that  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
satid  eiten  can  shake  its  liberties,  and  should  the  Peninsularians 
semi  against  us  thrice  that  number,  ample  provision  has  been 
made  to  recdve  them. 

“Otir  navy  has  been  fostered  in  all  its  branches.  The  scarcity 
of  means  under  which  we  labored  until  now  has  not  prevt-nted  us 
from  undertaking  vtry  considerable  operations,  with  respect  to 
the  national  vessels;  all  of  them  have  been  repaired,  and  others 
have  been  purchased  and  armed,  for  the  defence  of  our  coasts  and 
livers;  provisions  have  been  made,  should  necessity  require  it,  for 
arming  many  more, so  that  the  enemy  willnot  find  himself  secure 
from  our  reprisals  even  upon  the  ocean. 

“Our  military  force,  at  every  point  which  it  occupies,  seems  to 
be  animated  by  the  same  spirit;  its  tactics  are  uniform,  and  have 
undergone  a rapid  improvement  from  the  science  of  experience, 
which  it  has  borrowed  from  warlike  nations. 

‘•Our  arsenals  have  been  replenished  with  arms,  and  a sufficient 
store  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  has  been  provided  to  main- 
tain the  contest  for  many  years;  and  this,  after  liaving  supplied 
articles  of  ev»ry  description  to  those  districts,  which  have  not  as 
yet  come  into  the  union,  but  whose  connection  with  us  has  been 
only  intercepted  by  reason  of  our  past  misfortunes. 

“Our  legions  daily  receive  considerable  augmentations  from  new 
levies;  all  our  preparations  have  been  made,  as  though  we  were 
about  to  enter  upon  the  contest  anew.  Until  now,  the  vastness 
of  our  resources  were  unknown  to  us,  and  our  enemies  may  con- 
template, with  deep  mortification  and  despair,  the  present  flou- 
rishing state  of  these  porviiioes  after  so  many  devastations. 
“Whilst  thus  occupied  in  providing  for  our  safety  within,  and 
reparing  for  assault-  from  without,  other  objects  of  solid  interest 
ave  not  been  neglected,  and  whicli  hitherto  were  thought  to  op- 
pose insurmountable  obstacles. 

“Our  system  of  finance  had  hitherto  been  on  a footing  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  unfailing  supply  of  our  wants,  and  still  mote  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  immense  debt  which  bad  been  contracted  in 
former  years.  An  unreinitted  application  to  this  object  has  ena- 
bled me  to  create  the  means  of  s-atisfying  the  creditors  of  the  state, 
who  had  already  abandoned  their  debts  as  lost,  as  well  as  to  devise 
a fixed  mode,  by  which  the  taxes  may  be  made  to  fall  equally  and 
indirectly  on  the  whole  o.ass  of  our  population;  it  is  not  the  least 
merit  of  this  operation,  that  it  has  been  effe  cted  in  despite  of  the 
writings  by  which  it  was  attacked,  and  which  are  but  little  credi- 
table to  the  inielligence  and  good  intentions  of  their  authors.  At 
no  other  period  have  the  public  exigencies  been  so  punctually 
supplied,  nor  have  more  important  works  been  undertaken. 

“ I'lie.  people,  mor.  over. have  been  relieved  from  many  burdens, 
which  being  yiartial,  or  confined  to  particular  classes,  had  occasi- 
oned vexation  and  disgust.  Other  vexations  scarcely  less  grievous 
will  by  degrees  be  also  suppressed,  avoiding  as  liar  as  possible  a 
r<  cnrr.  nce  to  loans,  which  have  drawn  after  them  the  most  fatal 
C(mse((uences  to  stales.  Should  we,  however,  he  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  such  expedients  the  lenders  will  not  see  themselves  in  dan- 
ger of  losing  their  advances, 

“Many  wndertakiugs  have  been  set  on  foot  for  the  adyancenient 
of  the  general  prosperity,  Such  has  been  the  re-establishing  of  the 
college,  heretofore  named  San  Cprlos,  hut  hereafter  to  be  called 
the  Union  of  tht  South,  as  a point  designated  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  learning  to  the-  youth  of  every  part  of  the  slate,  on  the 
most  extensive  scale,  for  the  attainment  of  which  object  the  go- 
vernment is  at  ihe  present  moment  engag'  ti  in  putting  in  prac- 
tice every  possible  diligence.  It  will  not  he  long  belore  these  nnr- 
s'  lies  will  flourish,  io  \vhich  the  liberal  am!  exact  scieiicies  will  be 
enUivau  d,  in  which  the  luartsof  those  jonng  men  will  be  torin- 
ef',  who  are  destim  d at  some  luture  day  to  add  new  splendor  to  our 
country. 

“Such  has  been  the  establishment  of  a military  depot  on  onr 
frontier,  with  its  spacious  magazine,  a necessary  m.  asure  to  guard 
us  Iroin  l uture  daiig.-rs.  si  work  which  does  more  lioimr  to  the  |)ni- 
dent  foresigf.t  of  our  country,  as  it  was  undertaken  in  ilie  nunneut 
nf  its  prosperous  tortu/ies;a  measure  \yhich  niiist  give  more  oc- 
casion for  reflvctioit  to  our  enemies,  (hap  iliey  can  impose  upon 
js  by  their  boastings. 

‘•Fellow-citi/.cus,  we  owe  onr  unhappy  reverses  and  calamities 
to  the  depraviug  system  of  our  ancient  metropolis,  which  in  con- 
demning tistothe  obscurity  and  opprobrium  of  the  most  degraded 
ilestiiiy,  has  sown  with  thm-ns  the  path  that  conducts  tis  to  liberty. 
I'ell  that  ineti  opolis  that  even  she  may  glory  in  your  works!  Al- 
ready have  you  cleared  all  the  rocks,  escaped  every  danger,  and 
eonducied  these  provinc  s to  the  Ho  irisliing  condition  in  which 
we  row  liehold  them-  Tv  t the  enemies  of  your  name  contenii)late 
wi;h  desnair  the  entygies  of  your  vhfues,  atic!  let  the  nations  ac- 


spiril  of  bold  confidence  running’  througlt  this  fine 
state  paper,  which  nothing  bv  t conscious  strength 
could  communicate.  Their  armies,  their  magazines, 
tlieir  finances,  vt'cre  on  the  most  solid  and  respect- 
able fooling.  And,  amidst  all  the  cares  of  war, 
and  those  incident  to  the  consolidation  of  their  new 
institutions, leisure  was  found  to  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  science,  and  the  education  of  the  risingge- 
neration.  [t  was  true,  that  the  first  part  ot  the 
message  pourtraye-1  scenes  of  difficulty  and  com- 
motion, the  usual  attendants  upon  revolution.,  The 
very  avowal  of  their  troubles  manifested,  however, 
that  they  were  subdued.  And  what  state,  passing 
tlirough  the  agitations  of  a great  revolution,  was 
free  from  them.'*  We  liad  our  tories,  our  intrigues, 
our  factions.  More  than  once  were  the  affections 
oF  the  country,  and  the  confidence  of  our  councils, 
attempted  to  be  shaken  in  the  great  father  of  our 
liberties.  Not  a Spanish  bayonet  remains  within 
the  immense  extent  of  the  territories  of  J^a  Plata 
to  contest  the  authority  of  the  actual  government. 
It  is  free — it  is  independent — it  is  sovereign.  It 
manages  the  interesis  of  the  society  that  submits 
to  its  sway.  It  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  rela- 
tions between  that  society  and  other  nations. 

Are  we  not  bound,  then,  upon  our  own  princi- 
ples, to  acknowledge  this  new  republic.?  If  we  do 
not,  who  will.?  Are  we  to  expect,  that  kings  will 
set  us  the  example  of  acknowledging  tlte  only  re- 
public on  earth,  except  our  own  .?  We  receive, 
ppomptly  receive,  a minister  from  whatever  king 
sends  us  one.  From  the  great  powers  and  the  little 
powers,  we  accredit  ndnisters.  We  do  more:  we 
hasten  lO  reciprocate  the  compliment;  and,  anxious 
to  manifest  our  gratitude  for  royal  civility,  we  send 
for  a minister  (as  in  the  instance  of  Sweden  and 
the  Netherlands)  of  the  lowest  grade,  one  of  the 
highest  rank  recognized  by  our  laws.  We  were  the 
natural  head  of  the  American  family.  He  would  not 
intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  We  wisely 
kept  aloof  from  their  broils.  He  would  not  even 
intermeddle  with  those  of  other  parts  of  America, 
farther  than  to  exert  the  inconte.stible  rights  ap- 
pertaining to  us  as  a free,soveregn  and  independent 
power;  and,  he  contended,  lliat  the  accrediting  of 
a minister  from  the  new  republic  was  such  a right. 
\V^e  were  bound  to  receive  their  minister,  if  we 
meant  to  be  really  neutral.  If  the  royal  belligerent 
were  represented  and  heard  at  our  government, 
the  republican  belligerent  ought  also  to  be  heard. 
Otherwise,  one  party  would  be  in  the  condition  of 
the  poor  patriots  who  were  tried,  ex  parte,  the 
other  day,  m the  supreme  court,  without  counsel, 
witiiout  friends.  Clive  M.  Onis  his  conge,  or  re- 
ceive the  republican  minister.  Unless  you  do  so, 
your  neutrality  is  nominal. 

Mr.  C.  next  proceeded  to  enquire  into  tlie  consequences  of  a 
.recognition  of  tbe  new  republic.  Will  it  involve  us  in  war  with 
Spaiiii’  He  iiad  shewn,  be  trusted,  successfully  shewn,  that  it  was 
no  just  cause  of  vyar  to  Spain.  Being  no  cause  of  war,  we  had 
no  nglii  to  expect  that  war  would  ensue-  It  Spain,  w'ithout  cause  , 
vv(Uild  niake  ^var,  site  may  iitake  it  whether  w--  do  or  do  not  ac- 
kuowieiige  the  republic.  But  she  would  not,  because  she  could 
iiot,  make  war  against  us.  He  called  the  attentiou  of  the  c«ru- 
luittee  to  a report  of  the  miuisttv  of  the  Hacii.iiila  to  the  king  of 
Spam  presented  about  eight  mouths  ago,  A more  Iteggarly  ac- 
count of  empty  boxes  Mr.  C.  said  was  never  reuderetl.  The  pic- 
ture of  lUr.  Dallas,  sketched  in  his  celebrated  report  during  die 
late  War,  n<ay  be  contemplated  without  emotion  after  survtying 
that  of  Mr.  Gary.  I he  expenses,  of  the  current  yiar  required 
83  .267,fiiy  of  reals,  and  the  deficit  of  the  income  is  represepted 
as  233, 1 40,032  of  reals.  This,  besides  an  immense  mass  of  unli? 
quidaud  drlu,  whieh  pie  niinisti  r acknowledges  the  utter  inabiiiiy 
of  the  country  to  pay,  altimugh  bound  iii  honor  to  redeem  it. — 
He  states  that  the  vassals  of  tlie  king  are  totally  unable  to  sub-? 
mil  to  any  new  taxes,  and  the  country  is  wiiliout  credit,  so  as  to 

k litiw I».•^i3*e  that  you  already  appertain  to  tin  ir  illustrious  rank.  I.et 
us  felicitate  ourselves  on  tbe  blessings  we  have  already  obtained, 
and  let  us  shew  to  the  world  that  wi  have  kanitilto  prolit  by  the 
cxjiexience  of  our  nastiioslortuncs,” 
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render  anticipatiop.  by  loans  wholly  impracticable.  Mr.  Gary  ap- 
pears to  be  a virtuous  man,  who  i-xhibits  frankly  the  naked  truth; 
and  yet  such  a miujstiT  acknowledges,  that  the  decorum  due  to 
one  single  family,  that  of  tiie  monarch,  does  not  admit,  in  this 
critical  condition  of  his  countiy,  any  reduction  of  the  enormous 
sura  of  upwards  of  56.000,0  0 of  reals,  set  apart  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  that  family!— He  states,  that  a foreign  war  would  he 
the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  and  one  which,  being  unable  to 
provide  for  it,  they  ought  to  employ  every  possible  means  to 
avert.  He  proposed  some  inconsiderable  contribution  from  the 
clergy,  and  the  whole  body  was  instantly  in  an  uproar.  Indeed, 
Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt,  that,  surrounded  as  Mr.  Gary  was,  by  cor- 
ruption, by  intrigue,  and  folly,  and  imbecility,  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  retire  if  In  had  not  already  been  dismissed,  from  a post 
for  which  he  had  too  much  integrity.  It  had  now  bewi  about 
four  years  since  the  restoration  of  Ferdinand;  and  if,  during  that 
period,  the  whol"  energi  .-sof  the  monarchy  had  been  directed  un- 
successfully against  the  weakest  and  most  vulnerable  of  all  the 
Am‘ rican  possessions,  V,  nezuela,  how  was  it  possible  for  Spain 
to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  a new  war  with  this  country?— 
Morillo  had  been  sent  mit  with  one  of  the  finest  armies  that  had 
ever  left  th<-  shores  of  Europe— consisting  o(  ten  thousand  men, 
chosen  from  ail  the  veterans  who  had  fought  in  the  peninsula. — 
It  had  subsequently  been  reinforced  with  about  three  tho  sand 
more.  And  yet,  during  the  last  summer,  it  was  reduced  by  the 
sword  and  by  the  climate,  to  about  four  thousand  effective  men. 
And  Venezuela,  containing  a population  of  uuly  about  one  mil- 
lion, of  which  near  two-thirds  were  persons  of  color,  remained 
tinsulidued.  The  little  island  of  Margaritta,  whose  population 
was  less  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants — a population  fighting 
f or  liberty  with  more  than  Roman  valor— had  compelled  the  army^  to 
retire  upon  the  main.  Spain,  by  th<  late  accounts,  appeared  to  be 
deliberating  upon  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  that  measure  of 
conscription,  for  which  Bonaparte  had  been  so  much  abused.  The 
effect  of  a war  with  this  country  would  be  to  ensure  success,  be- 
yond all  doubt,  to  the  cause  of  American  independence.  Those 
arts,  even,  over  which  Spain  has  some  prospect  of  maintaining 
er  dominion,  would  probably  be  put  in  jeopardy.  Such  a war 
would  be  attended  with  the  immediate  and  certain  loss  of  Florida. 
Commanding  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  as  w;-  should  be  enabled  to  do 
by  our  navy,  blockading  the  port  of  Havana,  the  port  of  La’Vera 
Cruz,  and  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma,  and  throwing  munitions  of 
war  into  Mexico,  Cuba  would  he  menaced— Mexico  emancipated 
—and  Murillo’s  army,  deprived  of  supplies,  now  ilrawn  principally 
from  this  country  through  the  Havana.  cotnpsjlKd  to  surrender.— 
The  war,  he  verily  beli>  ved,  would  be  terminated  in  less  than  two 
years,  supposing  no  other  power  to  interpose . 

Will  the  allies  interfere?  If,  by  the  exertion  of  an  unquestion- 
able attribute  of  a sovereign  power,  we  should  give  no  just  cause 
of  war  to  Spain  herself,  how  could  it  be  pretended  that  we  should 
furnish  even  a specious  pretext  to  the  allies  for  making  war  upon 
us?  On  what  ground  could  they  attempt  to  justify  a rupture  with 
us  for  the.  exercise  of  a ri  ght  which  we  hold  in  common  with  them, 
and  with  every  other  independent  state?  But  we  have  a surer 
guarantee  against  their  hostility,  in  tlieir  int  r.  sts.  That  all  the 
allies,  who  have  any  foreign  commerce,  have  an  interest  in  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America,  was  perfectly  evident.  On 
what  ground,  he  again  asked,  was  it  likely,  then,  that  they  would 
support  Spain,  in  opposition  to  their  own  decided  interest?  To 
crush  the  spirit  of  revolt,  and  prevent  the  progress  of  free  prin- 
ciples? Nations,  like  individuals,  do  not  sensibly  feel,  and  seldom 
act  upon  dangers  which  are  remote  either  in  time  or  plac ;.  Of 
Spanish  America  but  little  is  known  by  the  great  body  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Europe.  Even  of  this  country,  the  most  astonishing 
Ignorance  prevails  there.  Those  European  statesmen  who  were 
acquanted  with  the  country,  would  reflect,  that,  tossed  by  a 
great  revolution,  it  would  most  probably  constitute  four  or  five 
several  nations,  and  the  ultimate  modification  of  all  their  various 
governments  was  by  no  means  absolutely  certain.  But,  Mr  C, 
said,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  the  principle  of  cohesion  among 
the  allies  was  gone.  It  was  annihilated  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Waterloo,  When  the  question  was,  whether  one  should  en- 
gross all.  a common  danger  united  all.  How  long  was  it,  even 
with  a clear  perception  of  that  danger,  before  an  effective  eoalition 
could  be  formed?  How  often  did  one  pow‘  r stand  by  unmoved 
and  indiffer<"nt  to  the  fate  of  its  neighbor,  although  the  destruction 
of  that  neighbor  removed  the  only  barrier  to  an  attack  upon  it- 
self? No;  the  consummation  of  the  cause  of  the  allies  was,  an*l  all 
history  and  all  experience  would  prove  it,  the  destruction  o!  the 
alliance.  The  principle  was  totally  changed.  Itwasno  longm*  a 
common  struggle  against  the  colossal  power  of  Bonaparte,  but  it 
became  a common  scramble  for  the  spoils  of  his  empire.  There 
may,  indeed,'  be  one  or  two  points  on  which  a common  interest 
still  exists,  such  is  the  convenience  of  subsisting  their  armies  on 
tlie  vitals  of  poor  suffering  France.  But  as  for  action — for  new 
enterprizes,  there  was  no  principle  of  unity,  there  could  be  no 
aecordauce  of  interests,  or  of  views,  among  them . 

What  was  the  condition  in  which  Europe  was  left  after  all  its 
efforts?  It  was  divided  into  two  great  powers,  one  having  the  un- 
disputed command  of  the  land-  the  other  of  the  water.  Paris  was 
transferr  d to  St.  Petersburg,  and  tlie  navies  of  Europe  were  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  or  concentered  in  the  ports  of  England. — 
Russia— that  huge  land  animal— awing  by  the  dread  of  lier  vast 
power,  all  continental  Europ<-,  was  seeking  to  encompass  the 
Porte,  and,  constituting  herself  the  kraken  of  the  ocean  was 
anxious  to  lave  her  enormous  sides  in  the  more  genial  waters  of 
the  Medit.  rraneaH.  It  was  said,  he  knew,  that  she  had  indicated 
a disposition  to  take  part  with  Spain.  No  such  thing.  She  had 
sold  some  worm-eaten,  decayed  fir  built  ships  to  Spain,  but  the 
crews  whieli  navigated  them,  were  to  return  from  the  port  of  de- 
livery, and  the  quid  she  was  to  get,  he  believed  to  be  the  island  of 
Minumi,  wi  qunfortuit^  with  the  cardinal  point  of  her  policy.— 


France  was  greatly  interested  in  whatever  would  extend  her  com-; 
merce,  and  regenerate  her  marine,  and  consequently,  more  than 
any  other  power  of  Europe.  England  alone  excepted,  was  con- 
cerned in  the  independence  of  Spanish  America.  He  did  eot  des- 
pair of  France  so  long  as  France  had  a legislative  body,  collected 
from  all  its  parts,  the  great  repository  of  its  wishes  and  its  will.— 
Already  hart  that  body  manifested  a spirit  of  considerable  inde- 
deitdence.  Ano  those  who, conversant  with  French  history,  knew 
what  magnanimous  stands  had  been  made  by  the  parliaments,  bo- 
dies of  limited  extent,  against  the  royal  prerogative,  would  be 
able  to  appreciate  justly  the  moral  force  of  such  a legislative  body. 
Whilst  it  exists,  the  true  interests  of  France  will  be  clierished 
and  pursued  on  points  of  foreign  policy,in  opposition  to  the  pride 
a>  d interests  of  the  Bourbon  family,  if  the  actual  dynasty,  im- 
' pelled  by  this  pride,  should  seek  to  subserve  these  interests. 

England  finds  that,  after  all  her  exertions,  she  is  every  where 
despised  on  the  continent;  her  maritime  power  viewed  with  jea- 
lousy; her  commerce  subjected  to  the  most  onerous  restrictions; 
s-lfislmess  imputed  to  all  her  policy.  All  the  accounts  fror-i  France 
represent  that  every  party,  Bonapartists,  jacobins,  royali&ts,  mo- 
deres,  ultras,  all  burn  with  indignation  towards  England,  a d pant 
for  an  opportunity  to  avenge  themselves  on  the  power  to  whom 
they  ascribe  all  their  disasters  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  a part  of  a 
letter  which  he  had  just  n-ceivedfrom  an  intelligent  friend  at  Pa- 
ris, and  which  composed  only  a small  portion  of  a mass  of  evi- 
dence to  th  - same  effect,  which  had  come  under  bis  notice.]  It 
was  impossible,  he  said,  that  with  powers,  between  whom  so 
much  cordial  di;.like,  so  much  incongruity  existed,  there  could  be 
any  union  or  concert  Whilst  the  free  principles  of  the  French 
revolution  remained;  those  principles  which  were  so  alarming 
to  the  stability jof  thrones,  there  never  had  been  any  successful  or 
cordial  union;  coalition  after  coalition,  wanting  this  spirit  of 
union,  was  swept  away  by  the  overwhelming  power  of  France. 
It  was  not  until  after  those  principles  were  aiiandoned  and  Bo- 
nai>arte  had  erected  on  their  ruins  his  stupendous  fabric  of  uni- 
versal empire— not  indeed  until  after  the  frosts  of  Heaven  fa- 
vored the  cause  of  Europe,  that  an  effective  coalition  was  formed. 
No,  said  Mr.  C.  the  complaisance  inspired  in  the  allies  from  unex- 
pected, if  not  undrsefved  succ  ss,  might  keep  them  nominally 
togeth?  r;  but  for  all  purposes  of  united  and  combined  action,  the 
alliance  was  gone;  and  he  did  not  believe  in  the  chimera  of  their 
crusading  against  the  independence  of  a country,  whose  liberation 
would  essentially  promote  all  their  respective  interests. 

But  the  question  of  the  interposition  of  the  allies,  in  the  event 
of  eur  recognizing  the  new  republic,  resolved  itself  into  a quev 
tion  whether  England,  in  such  an  event,  would  make  war  upon 
us?  If  it  could  be  shi  wn  that  England  would  not,  it  resulted 
either  that  the  other  allies  would  not,  or  that,  if  they  should,  in 
which  case  England  Would  most  probably  support  the  cause  of 
America,  it  would  he  a war  without  the  maritime  ability  to  main- 
tain it.  He  contended  that  England  was  alike  restrained  by  lier 
honor  and  by  her  interest  from  waging  wav  aga'.nst  us,  and  conse- 
quently against  Spanish  America,  also  for  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  new  stat*".  England  has  encouraged  and 
fomented  the  revolt  of  the  colonies  as  early  as  June,  1797.  |Sir  Tho- 
mas Picton,  governor  of  Trinidad,  in  virtue  of  orders  from  the 
British  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  issued  a proclamation,  in  which 
he  expressly  assures  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  Firrna,  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  will  aid  in  establishing  their  independence.*  In 
prosecu’ion  of  the  same  object  Grr  at  Britain  defrayed  the  expen- 
ses of  the  famous  expedition  of  Miranda.  England,  in  181 1,  when 
she  was  in  the  most  intimate  relati.’ns  with  Spain,  then  struggling 
against  the  French  power,  assumed  the  attitude  of  a mediator  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  the  peninsula.  The  terms  on  which  she 
conceived  her  mediation  could  alone  be  effectual  were  rejected  by 
the  Cortes,  at  the  lowest  state  of.  the  Spanish  power.  Among 
these  terms,  England  required  for  the  colonics  a perfect  freedom 
of  commerce,  allowing  only  some  degree  of  preference  to  Spain; 
that  the  appointment  of  vice  roys  and  governors  should  be  made 
indiscriminately  from  Spanish  .AmericaiiS  and  Spaniards;  and  tiiaC 
th.'  interior  government  and  every  branch  of  public  administration 
should  be  entrusted  to  the  cabildo  or  municipalities,  &c.  If  Spain, 
when  Spain  was  almost  reduced  to  the  island  of  St.  Leon,  then 
rejected  those  conditions,  would  she  now  consent  to  them,  amount- 
ing. as  they  do,  substantially  to  the  independence  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica? If  England,  devoted  as  she  was  at  that  time  to  the  cause  cl* 
the  peninsula,  even  then  thought  those  terms  due  to  the  coloni.^s, 
would  she  now,  when  lio  particular  motive  existed  for  cherishing 
the  Spanish  power,  and  after  the  ingratitude  witJi  which  Spain 
has  treated  her,  think  that  the  colonies  ought  to  submit  to  less 
favorable  conditions?  And  would  not  England  stand  disgraced  iu 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  if,  after  having  abetted  and  excited 
a revolution,  she  should  now  attempt  to  reduce  the  colonies  to  un- 
conditional submission,  or  should  make  war  upon  ns  for  acknow- 
ledging that  independence  which  she  hds  herself  sought  to  estab- 
lish? 

No  guarantee  for  the  conduct  of  nations  or  individuals  ought  to 
be  stronger  than  that  which  honor  imjioses;  but  for  those  wb  » 
would  put  no  confidence  in  its  obligations,  he  had  an  arguiiient 
to  urge  of  more  conclusive  force.  It  was  founded  upon  the  inte- 
rest of  England.  Excluded  almost  as  she  is  from  tlie  continent, 


*The  following  is  the  passage  read— “With  regard  to  the  hope 
you  entertained  of  raising  the  spirits  of  tliose  persons,  with  whom 
you  are  in  correspondence,  towards  encouraging  tiie  iirhabitamsi 
VO  resist  the  oppressive  authority  of  their  govirnment,  I have  lit- 
tle more  to  say  than  that  they  may  be  certain  that  whenever  the) 
are  in  that  disposition,  they  may  receive  at  your  hands  all  the  suc- 
cors to  be  expected  from  his  Britannic  majesty  , be  it  with  fovees; 
or  with  arms  and  aniruunition  to  any  extent;  with  the  assurance  , 
that  the  views  of  his  Britannic  majesty  go  no  further  than  to  st,  - 
cure  to  iheni  tlicir  independence.”  &;c. 
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the  commeree  of  America,  south  and  north,  is  worth  to  her  more 
than  the  commerce  of  the  residue  of  the  world.  That,  to  all  Spa* 
nislj  America,  had  been  alone  estimated  at  fifteen  millions  ster- 
ling. Its  aggregate  value  to  Spanisli  America  and  the  United 
States,  might  be  fairly  stated  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  millions 
of  «lollars.  I'he  effect  of  a war  witli  the  two  countries  would  be 
to  divest  England  of  this  gr^  at  interest,  at  a moment  when  she  is 
anxiously  engaged  in  repairing  the  ravages  of  the  European  war. 
liooking  to  the  present  moment  only,  and  merely  to  the  interests 
of  commerce,  England  is  concerned  more  than  even  this  country 
in  the  success  of  the  cause  of  iiidepeiulence  in  Spanish  America. 
Tiie  reduction  of  the  Spanish  power  in  America  has  been  tlie 
constant  aud  favorite  aim  of  her  policy  for  two  centuries— she 
must  blot  out  her  whole  history;  reverse  the  maxims  of  all  her  il- 
lustrious statesmen;  extinguish  the  spirit  of  commerce  which  ani- 
mates. tlirects  and  controls  all  h r movements,  before  she  can  ren- 
der herself  accessary  to  the  subjugation  of  Spanish  America.  No 
eominercial  advantages  which  Spain  might  offer  her  by  treaty. 
Could  possess  the  security  of  her  trade,  which  independence  would 
communicate.  The  one  would  be  most  probably  of  limited  dura- 
tion, and  liable  to  violation  from  policy,  from  interest  or  from 
caprice.  The  Other  would  be  as  permanent  as  that  independence. 
That  he  did  not  mistake  the  views  of  the  British  cabinet,  the  re- 
cent proclamation  of  the  priuCe  regent  he  thought  proved.  The 
committee  would  remark  that  that  document  did  not  describe  the 
patriots  as  rebels  or  insurgents,  but,  using  a term  which  be  had 
no  doubt  had  been  well  weighed,  it  declared  tlte  existence  of  a 
“state  of  warfare.”  And  with  itgard  to  English  subjects,  who 
were  in  the  artnies  of  S]>ain,  although  they  had  entered  the  ser- 
vice without  restriction  as  to  their  military  duties,  it  required  that 
tliey  should  not  take  part  against  the  colonies.  The  subjects  of 
England  freely  supplied  the  patriots  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  an  honorable  friend  of  his  (col.  Johnson)  had  just  received  a 


ration  of  agents  abroad^and  to  tlie  subject  matter  of  treaties.  Pef- 
haps  the  act  of  sending  a minister  abroad,  and  the  act  providing 
for  the  allowance  of  his  salary  ought  to  simultaneous;  but  if, 
in  the  order  of  precedence,  there  were  more  reason  on  the  one  side 
than  on  the  other,  he  thought  it  was  in  favor  of  the  priority  of 
the  legislative  act,  as  the  safer  deposit oi-y  of  power.  When  mi- 
nister is  sent  abroad,  although  the  legislature  may  be  disposed  to 
think  his  mission  useless— although,  if  previously  cousulted,  they 
would  have  said  they  would  not  consent  to  jtay  such  a minist  r.tlie 
duty  is  delicate  and  painful  to  refuse  to  pay  the  salary  promised 
to  him  whom  the  executive  has  even  unnecessarily  sent  abroad. 
Mr-  C.  illustrated  his  ideas  by  the  existing  missions  to  Ssvede  u and 
to  the  Netherlands.  He  had  no  hesit.ifion  in  saying,  that  if  we 
had  not  ministers  of  the  first  grade  there,  and  if  the  legislature  were 
asked,  prior  tosendiiig  them,  whether  it  would  consent  to  pay  mi- 
nisters of  that  grade,  that  he  would  not,  and  he  believed  congress 
would  not,  consent  to  pay  th-.m. 

If  it  be  ui-ged  that,  by  avowing  our  willingness,  in  a legislative 
act,  to  pay  a minister  not  yet  sent,  and  whom  the  president  may 
tlvink  it  improper  to  send  abroaif,  we  operate  upon  the  president 
by  all  the  force  of  our  opinion,  it  may  be  retorted  that  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  pay  any  minister,  sent  under  similar  circumstances, 
we  are  operated  upon  by  all  the  force  of  the  president’s  opinion* 
The  true  theory  of  our  government,  at  least  supposetl  that  each 
of  the  two  dHpartmentSj  acting  on  its  proper  constitutional  re- 
sponsibility, will  decide  according  to  its  best  jtulgment,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  ease.  If  we  make  the  previi.us  appro- 
priation, we  act  upon  our  constitutional  responsibility,  and  the 
president  afterwards  will  proceed  upon  his.  And,  so  if  he  make 
the  previous  appointment.  We  have  a right,  after  a minister  i* 
sent  abroad,  and 'we  are  called  upon  topav  him,  and  we  ought  to 
deliberate  upon  the  propriety  of  his  mission— we  may  and  ought 
to  grant  or  withhold  his  salary.  If  this  power  of  ddibi-ration  is 


letter  from  one  of  the  West  India  islands  stating  the  arrival  there  \ conceded  subsequent  to  the  deputation  of  the  minister,  it  must  ex- 
from  England  of  the  skeletons  of  three  regiments,  with  many  of{  ist  prior  to  that  deputation.  Whenever  we  so  deliberate,  we  deli- 
the  men  to  filltheni,  destined  to  aid  the  patriots.  In  the  Quarter- 1 berate  under  our  constitutional  responsibility.  Pass  the  amend- 
ly  Review,  ot  November  last,  a journal  devoted  to  the  ministi^’,]  ment  he  proposed,  and  it  would  hi*  passed  under  that  responsibility 


and  a work  of  the  highest  authority,  as  it  respects  their  views— 
the  policy  of  neutrality  is  declared  and  supported  as  the  true  po- 
licy of  England;  and  that,  even  if  the  United  States  were  to  take 
part  in  tlie  war;  and  Spain  is  expressly  notified  that  she  cannot 
and  must  not  expect  aid  from  England.*  In  the  case  of  the  strug- 
gle between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  England,  for  once  at  least, ! _ 

had  manifested  a degree  of  wisdom  highly  deserving  our  imitation,!  diaracterof  the  American  government,  in  there  being  a perfect 
but  unlortunately  the  very  reverse  of  her  course  had  been  pursued  j understanding  between  the  legislative  and  executive  branches,  in 


Then  the  president,  when  he  deliberated  on  the  propriety  of  the 
mission,  would  act  under  his  constitutional  responsibility.  Each 
branch  of  goveinment,  moving  in  its  proper  sphere,  would  act 
with  as  much  freedom  for  the  influence  of  the  other  as  was  practi- 
cally attainable. 

There  was  great  reason,  Mr.  C. contended,  from  the  peculiar 


by  us.  She  had  so  conducted,  by  operating  upon  the  hopes  of  the 
two  parties,  as  to  keep  on  the  best  terms  with  both  to  enjoy  ail 
the  advantages  of  the-  rich  commerce  of  both.  We  had,  by  a neu- 
trality bill  containing  unprecedented  features;  and  still  more  by 
a late  executive  measure,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  of  doubtful  con- 
stitutional character,  contrived  to  dissatisfy  both  parties.  We  had 
the  confidence  of  neither  Spain  nor  ihecolonies: 


relation  to  the  acknowledgment  of  a new  power.  Everywhere 
else  the  power  of  declaring  war  resided  with  the  executive.  Here 
it  was  deposited  with  the  legislature.  If.  contrary  to  his  opinion, 
there  were  even  a risk  that  the  acknowledgment  of  a new  state 
might  lead  to  war,  it  was  advisable  that  the  step  should  not  be  ta- 
ken, without  a previous  knowledge  of  the  wdll  of  the  war-making 
brancli.  He  was  disposed  to  give  to  the  president  all  the  confi- 
Mr.  C.  said.it  remained  for  him  to  defend  the  proposition  which  j dence  which  he  must  derive  from  the  unequivocal  expression  of 
he  meant  to^ubmit,  from  an  objection,  which  he  had  heard  inti-  our  will.  This  expression  he  knew  might  be  given  in  the  form  of 
mated,  that  it  iuteri’ered  with  the  duties  assigned  to  the  executive  aTi  abstract  resolution,  declaratory  of  that  will;  but  he  preferred,  at 
tiranch.  On  this  sul^ect  he  felt  the  greatest  solicitation;  for  no  this  time,  proposing  an  act  of  practical  legislation*  And  if  he  had 
man  more  than  himself,  respected  die  preservation  of  the  indepen-  been  so  fortunate  as  t«  communicate  to  the  committee,  in  any  thing 
denee  of  the  several  departments  of  government,  iu  the  constitu- ; like  that  degree  of  strength  in  wliidi  he  entertained  them,  the  con- 
tional  orbits  which  were  prescribed  to  them.  It  was  his  favorite  '!  victioiis,  that  the  cause  of  the  patriots  was  just;  that  the  charac- 
maxim,  that  each,  acting  within  its  proper  sphere,  should  niovei  ter  of  the  war,  as  waged  by  Spain,  should  induce  us  to  wish  them 
■with  its  constitutional  independence,  and  under  its  constitutional  success;  that  we  had  a great  interest  in  that  success;  that  this  in- 
jrespoiisibility,  without  influence  from  any  other.  He  was  per-  terest,as  well  as  our  neutral  attitude,  required  us  to  acknowledge 
fectly  aware,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  hei  any  established  government  in  Spanish  America;  that  the  united 
admitted  the  proposition  iu  its  broadest  sense,  confided  to  the  ex-  provinces  of  the  river  Plata  ivas  such  a government;  that  we  might 
ecutive  the  reception  and  the  deputation  of  ministers  But,  in  safely  acknowledge  its  independence,  without  danger  of  war  from 
relation  to  the  latter  operation,  cougress  had  a concurrent  will,  in!  Spain, from  the  allies,  or  from  England;  and  that,  without  uncon- 
the  power  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  their  salaries.  The  j stitutional  interference  with  the  executive  power,  with  peculiar 
instrument  no  where  said,  or  implied,  that  the  executive  act  of ' fitness,  w'e  might  express,  in  an  act  of  appropriation,  our  sentiments 
semfing  a minister  to  a foreign  country  should  precede  the  legisla- ! leaving  him  to  the  exercise  of  a just  and  responsible  discretion. 


live  act  which  shall  provide  for  the  payment  of  his  salary.  And, 
in  point  ot  fact,  onr  statutory  code  was  full  of  examples  of  legisla-' 
live  action  prior  to  executive  action,  both  in  relation  to  the  depu. 


he  hoped  the  committee  would  adopt  the  proposition  which  he 
now  had  the  honor  c?  presenting  to  them,  after  a respectful  ten- 
der of  his  acknowledgments  for  their  attention  and  kindness,  dur- 
ing, he  feared,  the  tedious  period  heh-ad  been  so  un profitably  tres- 
passing  upon  their  patience.  He  ofi'ered  the  following  amend- 
- -In  arguing  therefore  for  the  advantages  of  a strict  neutrality,  | nient  to  the  bill: 
we  must  enter  an  early  protest  against  any  imputations  ot  hostility  i ‘-For  one  year’s  salary,  and  an  outfit  to  a minister  to  the  unitetl 
to  cause  of  genuine  freedom,  or  of  any  passion  for  despotism  provinces  of'  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  the  salary  to  commence,  and  the 
and  the  Inquisition,  We  are  no  more  the  panegyrists  of  legitimate!  outfit  to  be  paid,  whenever  the  president  shall  deeni  it  expedient 
autbui'ity  in  all  times,  cireumsfances  and  situations,  than  we  are  1 to  send  a minister  to  the  said  united  provinces,  a sum  not  exeeed- 
advoeates  for  revolution  in  the  abstract,”  &e.  “But  it  has  been  iug  eighteen  thousand  dollars  ” 
plausibly  asserted,  that  by  abstaining  from  interference  in  the  af-  ’ 

fairs  of  South  America  we  are  surrendering  to  the  U.  Stales  all 
the  advantages  which  might  be  secured  to  ourselves  from  this  re- 
volution; that  we  are  assisting  to  increase  the  trade  and  power  of 
a natioo  which  alone  can  ever  be  the  maritime  rival  of  England, 

It  appears  to  ns  extremely  doubtful  whether  any  advantage,  com. 
niercial  or  political,  can  be  lost  to  England  by  a neutral  conduct; 
and  it  must  be  observed  that  the  United  States  themselves  have 
given  every  public  proof  of  their  intention  to  pursue  the  same  line 
of  policy.  But,  admitting  that  this  conduct  is  nothing  more  than 
a decent  pretext;  or  admitting  still  further,  that  they  will  afford  to 
the  Independents  direct  and  open  assistance,  our  view  of  the  case 
tvould  remain  precisely  the  sume^'  &c.  “To  persevere  in  force,  un- 
aided, is  to  miscalculate  her  (Spain’s)  own  resources  even  to  infa- 
tuation. To  expect  the  aid  of  an  ally  in  such  a cause,  would,  if 
that  ally  were  England,  be  to  suppose  this  country  as  forgetful  of 
its  own  past  liistovy  as  of  its  immediate  interests  and  duties.  Far 
better  would  it  be  for  Spain,  instead  of  calling  for  our  aid,  to  pro- 
fit by  our  experience;  and  to  substitute,  ere  it  he  to  late,  for  efforts 
like  those  by  which  the  North  American  colonies  were  lost  to  this 
country,  the  conciliatory  measures  by  whiejt  they  might  have  been 
rerained.'’ 


Seminole  War. 

Milledgevilley  March  31. 

We  have  no  very  recent  information  from  the 
army  under  general  Jackson.  It  is  understood, 
however,  that  they  have  left  Fort  Scott  and  de- 
scended the  Appalachicola  to  meet  provisions,  a 
large  supply  of  which  had  arrived  from  New-Or- 
leans. 

Intelligence  from  the  army  of  friendly  Creek  w'ar- 
riors,  under  M'Intosh,  has  been  received  down  to 
the  16th.  In  descending  the  Chatahochee,  M‘In- 
tosli,  with  a large  party  of  his  warriors,  kept  the 
west  side  until  he  finally  took  and  dispersed  the 
hostile  Indians  of  the  Hitchetau  tribe,  who  were 
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in  arms  under  their  elder,  Red  Gro  ind  Kina^. 
A detail  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the  sub- 
joined letters. 

JExtra-'t  of  a letter  from  mijor  Daniel  Hughes^  U.  S. 
factor,  to  the  editor:,  of  the  Journal^  dated 

“rOKT  MITCHELL,.  MARCH  24. 

* I have  particular  pleasure  in  {giving  you  copies 
of  letters  received  by  me  from  William  M‘Intosh, 
general  commanding  the  Creek  regiment  of  Indi 
ans,  who  marched  fi-om  here  on  the  26' h ultimo, 
with  only  six  days  provisions,  for  Fort  Gaines. — 
He  arrived  there  on  the  5th  inst.  where  he  receiv 
ed  six  days  corn  only  for  his  v/arriors,  and  then 
pushed  ag  dnst  Uie  enemy.  H is  highly  deserving 
the  character  of  a warrior.  His  conduct  proves 
him  the  decided  friend  of  our  government  and 
laws;  he  is  the  violent  enemy  of  the  hostile  party, 
and  they  must  expect  to  feel  the  weight  of  his 
arm  if  they  give  him  battle. 

“He  has  done  what  he  mentions  in  his  letters, 
while  on  his  march  from  this  post  to  join  general 
Jackson,  and  is  exclusively  entitled  to  all  theme 
rit  of  hi.s  labor  and  perseverance.” 

Copies  of  letters  from  general  William  JM  Intosh,  com- 
manding the  Creek  regiment,  tomaj.  Daniel  Hughes, 
V.  S factor  at  Fort  Mitchell. 

“UCHE  OLD  FIELDS,  MARCH  2. 

*'SiR — I wish  you  would  inform  our  agent  and 
our  head  men,  that  since  I left  Fort  Mi.chell,  the 
fourth  day,  at  12  o’clock,  I have  taken  three  of  our 
enemies  that  were  firing  on  the  vessels  on  this  ri- 
ver, and  one  was  wounded  at  the  same  place  when 
firing  on  the  vessels.  I have  got  them  in  strings, 
carrying  them  to  Fort  Gaines,  and  expect  to  catch 
some  more  before  I get  there.  Nothing  more,  but 
the  creeks  are  very  high;  it  as  much  as  we  can  do 
to  travel.  I remain  vour  friend, 

WM.  MMNTOSH, 

General  commanding.” 

“fort  OATNF.S,  MARCH  6. 

Major  Daniel  Hughes— \ wrote  you  the  other  day 
and  told  that  I had  taken  three  prisoners:  I carried 
them  to  Fort  Gaines  to  the  commanding  officer,  and 
he  told  me  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them, 
and  said  to  me,  you  may  deal  with  them  by  your 
own  laws.  We  had  proof  that  they  were  at  the 
destroying  of  the  boat  below  the  fork  of  Flint  ri- 
ver, and  one  of  them  was  wounded  at  that  time; 
they  were  doing  mischief  to  our  friends,  and  I 
knew  what  was  the  law  between  us  and  the  Unite  d 
States;  I did  not  want  them  to  stand  on  our  land, 
and  I have  taken  their  lives.  I have  heard  where 
a good  many  of  our  enemies  are  collected,  about 
forty  miles  from  this  place,  and  I am  going  to  push 
on  there  to-morrow  as  fast  as  I can,  until  I can  get 
where  they  are.  This  is  all  I have  to  say  to  you  and 
our  head  men  and  agent,  and  whatever  I do  here- 
after I will  let  you  know  again.  Nothing  more;  all 
my  men  are  healthy.  Your  friend, 

Gen.  WM.  M‘INTOSH, 
Commanding  Creek  Indians. 
“P.  S.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Gaines 
had  taken  the  Tame  King’s  son  a prisoner,  and 
gave  him  up  to  me;  I heard  no  harm  against  him, 
and  have  turned  him  loose  again,  and  now  he  has 
joined  us.” 

“march  10,  1818. 

friend,  I received  your  letter  on  the  9th  day 
of  this  month;  on  the  Sunday  in  the  evening  there 
was  about  fourteen  of  our  old  enemies  came  and 
gave  themselves  up  to  us,  with  their  women  and 
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children;  I sent  their  women  back  with  some  of 
our  people  to  the  Ufaula,  and  we  have  take u -wo 
of  the  men  along  with  us  as  pilots.  They  told  n o,, 
that  the  red  ground  chief  had  got  a great  many  of 
our  enemies  collected  together  to  fight,  and  these 
two  men  are  piloting  us  to  him.  About  one  hour, 
after  we  took  these  people,  ten  more  men  came 
into  our  camp  with  white  flags,  and  joined  us.  1 
send  thi.s  to  you.  I am  going  to-day,  and  to-mor- 
row about  9 o’clock  the  fight  will  be  ended  with 
US;  if  I conquer  the  red  ground  chief,  I don’t  ex- 
pect to  meet  as  many  more  in  number  hereafter; 
you  will  hear  from  me  as  quick  as  the  fight  is  over 
with  us.  Your  friend,  WM.  M‘INTOSH, 

Gen.  com  the  Creek  Jinny.** 

♦^CHAUBULEB  CREEK,  MARCH  16. 

“Sir — I have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  again, 
as  I promised  you  I would  do  so.  I went  down  the 
Creek  Chaubulle  the  12th  day  of  March,  about  ten 
miles  above  the  camp  of  Couchatee  Micco,  or  red 
ground  chief,  and  liie  creek  swamp  was  so  bad  we 
c >uld  not  pass  it  for  the  high  waters;  my  men  had 
to  leave  their  clothes  and  provisions,  and  swim 
better  than  one  half  of  the  swamp,  about  six  miles 
wide;  we  marched  within  about  two  miles  of  his 
station,  and  the  next  morning  we  surrounded  hb 
place,  but  he  was  gone,  and  we  could  not  follow 
him  till  we  could  get  some  provisions  we  had  left 
behind  us;  I and  major  Hawkins  followed  him  and 
overtook  his  party,  and  he  got  away  from  us  with 
about  30  men.  We  have  taken  53  men  and  about 
180  women  and  children  prisoners,  without  the  fire 
of  a gun;  and  we  killed  ten  men  that  broke  to  try 
and  make  tiieir  escape  I have  not  lost  a man  since 
I left  Fort  Mitchell.  He  would  not  have  got  away 
from  us,  but  he  had  some  cattle  on  hand  that  he 
tried  to  drive  out  of  our  way;  so  I sent  100  men  tfi 
take  him  and  his  cattle;  when  they  came  in  sight, 
he  and  his  party  being  well  mounted  on  horses, 
they  got  away;  we  got  what  cattle  lie  had  with  him. 
W e are  very  scarce  of  provisions,  and  I have  to 
send  the  women  and  children  up  into  our  nation. 
As  for  the  men,  I am  going  to  take  them  to  Gen. 
Jackson.  Now  there  is  no  danger  on  the  west  .side 
of  the  Chatahoochie  river,  as  this  was  all  the  par- 
ty that  was  on  this  side — we  have  to  look  for  our 
enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  now.  You  will 
be  so  good  as  to  inform  my  head  men  and  agent  of 
this.  1 send  to  you,  my  friend  and  brother. 

Gen.  WM.  MHNTOSH, 
Commanding  the  Creek  Indians.’" 


Foreign  Articles. 

London  dates  to  Jifarch  2. 

ENGLAND.  &C. 

J\Tavy. — The  British  are  building,  at  their  several 
dock  yards,  5 first  rates,  14  second  rates,  38  fri- 
gates, and  15  sloops — 74  vessels  of  war!  Yet  some 
of  her  people  appear  alarmed  at  our  building  4 or  5. 

The  amount  of  bank  of  England  notes  in  Circu- 
lation, on  the  I2th  of  January  last,  was  30,619,440/. 
being  something  above  two  millions  more  than  on 
the  corresponding  day,  in  January,  1817.  The  in- 
crease is  entirely  in  notes  above  51.  in  tiie  smaller 
notes  there  has  been  a decrease  of  about  750,000/, 

The  British  cabinet  consists  at  present  of  the  fol- 
lowing ministers: — Lord  high  chancellor,  lord  El- 
don;*  lord  president  of  the  council,  earl  of  Hoi- 
rowby;  lord  of  the  privy  seal,  earl  of  Weslmore- 

*He  is  speaker  of  the  house  of  lords,  a lord  of 

trade  and  plantations,  &c. 
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lanr^,  K.  G.;-}-  first  lord  of  the  treasiiry,  earl  of  Li- 
verpool, K.  G4  master  general  of  the  ordnance, 
earl  of  Malgrave;l|  secretary  of  state  for  the  fo- 
reign department,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  K.  G;  se- 
cretary for  the  home  department.  Viscount  Sid- 
mouth;  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  Viscount  Mel- 
ville;§  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  right  hon.  N. 
Vansittart;  president  of  the  board  of  controul, 
righ  hon.  Geo.  Canning;  master  of  the  mint,  right 
hon.  W.  \Vi  Lesley  Pole;  chanceHor  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster,  right  hon.  C.  B.  Bathurst. 

The  ports  of  Great  Britain  were  opened  for  the 
admission  of  grain,  &c.  for  home  consumption,  on 
the  21st.  Feb.  the  .average  of  wheat  being  86s  4tf. 

Mr  Rush,  our  minister  to  Great  Britain,  was 
*most  graciously”  received  at  the  prince  regent’s 
levee.  He  and  his  lady  were  also  presented  to  the 
queen  at  the  celebration  of  her  birth  day,  which 
was  noticed  in  great  stile,  on  the  26th  Feb.— TAese 
are  most  important  things! 

The  duke  of  Wellington  was  shot  at  in  the  streets 
of  Paris — but  the  ball  neither  touched  him  or  his 
carriage.  “Search  had  been  made  in  vain  for  the 
assassin.  He  had  received  the  congratulations  of 
all  the  foreign  ministers  and  the  French  nobility.” 
Another  account  says,  that  the  ball  struck  the 
glass  of  his  carriage,  and  shattered  it  to  pieces. 

The  man  midwife,  sir  Richard  Crofts,  who  at- 
tended the  princess  Charlotte,  has  shot  himself. 

It  is  now  said  that  the  princess  of  Wales  wil 
not  return  to  England. 

American  stocks  in  London  Feb.  28- — 3 per  cents 
72|;  old  6 per  cent  97;  new  loans,  6 per  cents  104^; 
7 percents  1101  ^ bank  shares  ^34, nominal, 
no  demand. 

Duelling. — A certain  lieut.  Bailey  was  lately, 
killed  in  England,  in  his  sixth  duel.  The  persons 
tried  for  being  concerned  in  his  death  were  fined 
one  shilling,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  three  months, 
for  manslaughter. 

Pedestrian  performances.  A man,  named  How- 
ard, lately  completed  his  march  of  600  miles,  in 
ten  successi'ue  days.'  for  a bet  of  200  guineas.  He 
was  excessively  exhausted,  and  toward  the  close 
of  the  period  suffered  greatly — but  he  won  the 
wager! 

FRANCE. 

All  the  copies  of  the  third  number  of  the  Senti- 
nelle  deV  Honneur^  which  was  on  sale  for  a few  days, 
have  been  seized.  This  political  pamphlet  is  writ- 
ten by  M.  Joulin  de  la  Salle,  the  cousin  of  general 
Bertrand,  who  is  at  St  Helena.  The  duke  of  Wel- 
lington is  described  in  it  as  an  insolent  pro  consul, 
and  the  most  marked  endeavors  are  made  to  direct 
against  him  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  French 
nation.  The  author,  it  is  said,  will  be  brought  to 
trial. 

/S'ee  wtons/er.— Letters  from  Marseilles  state,  that 
a sea  monster,  of  enormous  dimensions,  has  been 
seen  on  the  coast  of  Calabria.  Some  fishermen 
perceiving  a fire  in  the  sea,  and  thinking  it  was  a 
coasting  vessel  which  was  in  need  of  assistance, 
approaclied  the  monstei',  whose  motion  caused  a 
phosphoric  light,  which  was  what  they  had  mistak- 1 
en  for  fire.  They  soon  perceived  a thick  smoke, 
heard  a hollow  bellowing  sound,  and  the  agitation 
of  the  waves  was  such,  that  the  boats  were  oblig- 
ed to  return  precipitately  to  shore.  According  to 

-j-This  was  lord  Burghurst,  brother-in-law  to  the 
earl  of  Lonsdale. 

4:He  is  also  commissioner  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

ItAlso  one  of  the  council  of  trade. 

keeper  of  the  privy  seal  in  Scotland. 


• this  account  the  monster  raised  itself  to  a prodigi- 
, ous  height,  and  then  plunged  itself  into  the  waves, 
so  that,  though  the  night  was  very  calm,  they  were 
covered  with  the  spray. 

SAPOtEON  BONAPARTE, 

Is  again  reported  ill  of  a liver  complaint,  and 
spoken  of  as  being  very  reserved  to  his  jailors. 

SWEDEN. 

The  old  king  of  Sweden  is  dead;  whether  Berna- 
dotte  will  be  permitted  quietly  to  possess  the 
throne,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  “legitimate”  heir, 
a relation  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  time  will  de- 
velope.  He  was  nroclaimed  king  the  day  after  the 
decease  of  the  old  incumbent — the  states  were  as- 
sembled on  the  7th  Feb.  before  whom  lie  took  the 
oaths,  See.  and  received  their  allegiance. 

EAST  INDIES. 

The  British  are  yet  extending  their  power  in  In- 
dia. “Legitimate  sovereigns”  fall  before  them, 
like  grass  before  the  mower’s  scythe — and  the 
“rule  of  right”  in  respect  to  royalty  in  Europe  is 
nothing — in  India.  The  canting  doctrine  of  a 
divine  authority  to  natural  born-princes  in  one  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  is  as  the  tale  of  an  idiot  in 
another! 

The  details  of  the  hostile  operations  of  the  Bri- 
tish against  the  Peishwa,  the  capture  of  Poonah, 
Severndroog,  &c.  are  before  us.  The  story  of  these 
matters  is  old  and  not  worth  retaling,  though  the 
the  incidents  are  new.  The  British  wanted  revenue,, 
the  Peishwa  had  it — a quarrel  was,  of  course,  hatch- 
ed up  by  the  former,  and  the  revenue  obtained  af- 
ter marching  to  it  through  the  hearts’  blood  of  the 
natives! 

The  rajah  of  Berar  has  also  been  defeated.  His 
crime  WAS  th^t  he ‘‘treacherously”  attacked  a Bri- 
tish military  force  stationed  in  Azs  country  to  govern 
it! 

The  whole  country  between  Madrass  and  Bom- 
bay is  said  to  be  in  a state  of  insurrection.  The 
earl  of  Moira  was  marching  against  the  “patriots,” 
(as  persons  so  actuated  were  called  in  Spain)  at  the 
head  of  90,000  men,  chiefly  natives,  made  the  tools 
of  their  own  degradation. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

We  have  some  additional  accounts  from  Laguira.  It 
now  op/iears  that  the  patriots  were  severely  beaten, 
in  the  engagement  stated  in  our  last  paper. — 500 
prisoners  taken  -were  put  to  the  sioord.  800  horses 
were  captured,  with  the  principal  part  of  the  bag- 
gage, and  300  women,  attached  to  the  patriot  ar- 
my, were  picked  up  in  the  mountains. 

The  scene  of  confusion  and  distress  at  Laguira, 
to  embark,  on  the  reported  success  of  the  patriots, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  too  highly  colored. 

Gen.  Mina. — The  New  Orleans  Gazette,  of  the 
2d  ult,  mentions  that  no  doubt  remains  of  the  exit 
of  the  gallant  Mina.  He  was  executed  immediate- 
ly after  he  was  made  prisoner.  It  is  reported,  that 
ttventy  four  Spanish  officers  have  been  executed  to 
avenge  his  death. 

The  Tphegeni.a,  Spanish  frigate,  which  put  into 
Campeachy,  with  2 millions  of  dollars  from  Vera 
I Cruz,  has  been  condemned  as  unseavvorthy.  She 
had  19  prisoners  on  board,  taken  from  the  patriots, 
9 of  which  were  Americans,  that  were  sentenced 
to  perpetual  imprisonment  at  Ceuta,  in  Africa. 
W.  D.  Robinson,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  was 
one  of  them. 

The  communication  between  Mexico  and  Vera 
Cruz  is  opened.  The  last  strong  hold  of  the  patri* 
ots,  fort  St.  Gregoria,  has  lately  been  taken  by  the 
royalists,  and  all  its  garrison  made  prisoners.  Vast 
quantities  of  specie  have  arrived  at  Vera  Craig, 
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SENATE. 

April  10.— Other  business  being  VM*iously  dis- 

^ The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  suspend,  for  a limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfei- 
ture of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  ordere 
to  a third  reading.  [Passed  on  the  13th] 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  was  taken 
up  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

April  11. — The  senate  acted  on  several  bills  ot  a 
private  or  personal  nature,  and  one  or  two  subjects 
of  a general  character.  The  amendments  reported 
to  the  neutrality  bill  were  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
to  authorize  an  assistant  pi’esident  and  assistant 
cashier  for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  sign 
the  notes  of  the  bank,  was  taken  up,  and  occupied 
the  senate  until  half  past  5 o’clock,  when  it  ad- 
journed without  taking  any  question  on  the  bill. 

April  13  — On  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Jairus  Loomis  and  Jas.  Bassett,  sailing  mas- 
ters in  the  navy;  also  a resolution  directing  an  en- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
enforcing  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before  naval 
courts  martial;  and  the  bill  to  authorise  the  estab- 
lishment of  naval  depots  and  dock  yards,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  considerairion  thereof. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  for  enforcing 
our  neutral  relations,  was  read  a third  time  as 
amended  in  senate;  and  the  amendments  were  sent 
to  the  house  of  representatives  for  their  concur* 
fence  therein. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  chartering 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  (authorising  the 
appointment  of  a vice  president  and  deputy  casliier 
for  the  greater  facility  of  signing  the  bills)  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  au- 
thorising the  people  of  Illinois  to  form  a constitu- 
tion and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  said  state  into  the  union,  was  taken  up. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tuit  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  to  the  4th  day  of  July 
next. 

Some  debate  ensued  on  this  proposition,  which 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  4,  nays  28. 
The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Daggett,  King,  Sanford  and 
Tait.  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time. 

April  14. — The  senate  agreed  to  a part  of  the 
amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill  respecting 
Indian  agents,  &c. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  incorporat- 
ing  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  (authorising  the  appointment  of  a vice  pre 
sident  and  deputy  cashier,  &c.)  was  read  a third 
time,  and  the  question  on  its  passage  decided  as 
follows: 

VEAS.— Afessrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Campbell,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
get,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eppes,  Hunter,  King,  Leake,  Morrow,  Otis, 
Stokes,  Storer,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tichenor. — 18. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough.  Horsey, 
Lacock,  Morrill,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Talbot,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Ten.  Wilson.— 15. 

Many  bills  had  their  second— and  a number  were 
ordered  to  their  third  reading.  The  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Anderson,  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives,  was  rejected. 

April  15.— A resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Horsey,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to  as  follows; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pro- 
cure, and  lay  before  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 


session  of  congress,  a statement  showing  what  sum 
was  actually  paid  by  the  subscribers,  on  account  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
at  the  several  times  of  payment  prescribed  by  the 
charter,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  aud  v/hat  sum  in 
the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States.  Also,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
bank,  as  the  same  may  then  be,  specifying  what 
proportion  thereof  is  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  and 
what  proportion  is  of  the  funded  debt.  Also, 
shewing  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  the  said 
bank,  specifying  the  amount  due  at  Philadelphia, 
and  the  amount  due  at  the  offices  of  discount  and 
deposite,  respectively.  Also,  shewing  the  amount  of 
the  money  deposited,  specifying  the  amount  there- 
of deposited  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  amount  depo- 
sited at  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  re- 
spectively, and  discriminating  between  the  amount 
of  the  deposites  made  by  individuals,  and  the 
amount  made  on  account  of  the  public.  Also, 
shewing  the  notes  issued,  and  the  notes  in  circu- 
lation, specifying  the  amount  payable  at  the  bank 
in  Philadelphia,  and  the  amount  payable  at  the  offi- 
ces of  discount  and  deposite,  respectively. 

Many  bills  not  of  general  importance,  were  re- 
jec';ed,  passed,  &c. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  executive  departments,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  by  the 
following  vote— 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Fromen- 
tin, Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King, 
Leake.  Macon,  Morrow,  Otis,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokes, 
Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  of  Tenn, 
—25.  , 

NAYS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Lacock, 
Morrill,  Noble,  Smith,  Tichenor,  Wilson— 12. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  amount 
of  funded  debt  paid  into -the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
&c.  &c.  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  10.  The  bill  to  authorise  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  district  . 
of  Georgia  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  on  post  offices, 
to  whom  the  enquiry  was  referred,  reported  against 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  governors  of 
states  and  territories  the  privilege  of  franking  offi- 
cial communications;  which  report  was  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Sundry  bills  were  passed — among  them  one  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  in  actual  service. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  that  the  house  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
the  bill  providing  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  &c. 
escaping  from  one  state  to  another,  &c.  which  mo- 
tion  was  decided  in  the  negjitive,  by  yeas  and  nays 
— yeas  63,  nays  15. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee'  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
from  the  senate  concerning  navigation. 

Mr  Forsyth  rose  and  supported  the  bill  in  a speech 
of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  next  rose,  and  in- 
timating an  intention  to  enter  into  the  subject  at 
length  too  great  to  be  completed  to  day  (it  being 
4 o’clock.) — 

A motion  was  made,  that  th?  committee  rise,  that 
Mr.H.  might  commence  his  remarks  to  morrow;  but 
the  committee  refused,  by  a majority  of  10,  to  rise. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  made  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bijl,  at  some  length;  and  Messrs.  Silsbee  and 
Clay  spoke  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Saturday,  Jlpril  11.  After  much  other  business, 
not  needful  to  be  detailed  at  present— the  bill  con- 
cerning’ navigation  came  before  the  house  and  be 
ing  put  on  its  passage  to  a third  reading — 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  an  hour  in 
its  support. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  read- 
ing, was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  afSrmative, 
bv  veas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Allen,  Mass.  Alien.  Vt.  Baldwin,  Bar- 
boar,  Va.  Barber,  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Bloomfield, 
Biulen,  Butler,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Colston,  Comstock, “Crafts,  Craw- 
for  1.  Cruger,  Culbretli,  CHshman, Darlington,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle, 
Edwards.  Floyd,  Folger,  Foruey,  Forsytb,  Gage,  Hale,  Hall,  Del. 
Jiasbrouck,  liiester,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntingdon,  Ingham,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson, 
Ky,  Kinsey,  Kirtlaud,  Lawyer,  Lewis,  Linn,  LittK  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maclay,  M‘Coy,  Marchand,  Mason, 
H I.  Merrill,  Miller,  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mumford,  Murray, 
Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  N.dson,  N>  w,  Ogden,  Owai,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rhea.  Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Ro- 
bertson,  Lou.  Ruggles,  Rodgers,  Sampsoiij  Savage,  Scudder,  Ser- 
gf«ut.  Settle,  Seybf  rt,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  S.  Smith, 
Bal.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Spencer.  Strong, 
Strother,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend, 
Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Ken.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams.  N.  Y.  Williams,  N.  C.  Wil- 
ki,.-i23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Austin,  EUicott,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Ganiett, 
Hall,  N.  C.  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Mass.  Johnson, 
Va.  Mercer,  Peter,  Rice,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Wilson,  Mass.— 1 6. 

The  bill  being  thus  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
was  forthwith  read  a third  time,  passed  and  return- 
ed to  the  senate. 

[A  bill  was  rejected  this  day  which  went  to  re- 
store the  proceeds  to  the  owners,  of  a vessel  which 
had  been  condemned  in  the  United  Stales’  court, 
for  sailing  out  of  Boston  with  a British  license  dur- 
ing the  late  war!  We  are  only  surprised  at  an  as- 
surance capable  of  offering  such  a claim.  The  re- 
ceipt of  such  a license,  at  .such  a time,  ought  to 
have  been  made  a capital  offence.] 

Adjoiuned. 

Monday,  April  13.  Mr.  //.  Melson,  from  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  senate  supplementary  to  the  act  to  prohi- 
bit the  importation  of  slave.s  into  the  United  States, 
reported  tlie  same  with  some  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  the  bill  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chaiy,  on  the 
bill  “supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Louisiana 
and  territory  of  Missouri.^’  [The  general  object 
of  the  bill  is  to  authorise  boards  of  commissioners 
to  adjust  all  land  claims  of  certain  classes,  in  Loui- 
siana and  Missouri,  but  in  14  long  sections  em- 
braces a variety  of  details,  confirming  and  adjust- 
ing certain  other  land  claims  under  French  and 
Spanish  grants. 

This  bill  was  passed  by,  for  the  present. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the 


crease  the  duties  on  imported  iron  in  bars  and  bolts, 
iron  in  pigs,  castings,  nails  and  allum,  and  to  dis- 
allow the  drawback  of  duties  on  the  re*exporta» 
lion  of  gunpowder. 

The  discussion  of  the  object,  of  this  bill,  and  of 
its  details,  consumed  more  than  two  liours;  in 
which  Messrs.  Clay,  Kinsey,  Smith  of  N.C.  Smith 
of  Md.  Morton  and  Sergeant  were  the  most  active 

The  committee  rose  without  taking  any  question 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  April  14-.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  Edwin  Lewis,  soliciting  the 
house  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  cliarges 
preferred  by  him  at  the  last  session  against  Hariy 
Toulmin,  a judge  of  the  late  territory  of  Missis-r^ 
sippi,  now  a judge  of  the  Alabama,  and  stating  that 
he  is  prepared  to  substantiate  the  said  charges; 
which  letter  was  referred  to  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee. 

A memorial  was  received  by  both  houses  this 
day  from  the  clerks  in  the  executive  departments, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenses  incurred 
under  the  4ih,  5th,  6ih,  and  7th  articles  of  the 
ireatyof  G?ient,_and  the  report  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  Illi- 
nois into  the  union;  and  the  bill  better  to  enforce 
our  neutral  obligations,  were  returned  to  this  house 
with  sundry  amendments  to  each;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  committees. 

Mr.  JL  JVelson,  from  the  judiciary  committee/ 
who  were  instructed  to  enquire  what  fees  have  been 
charged  and  received  by  the  district  attorney  for 
the  southern  district  of  New  York,  in  prosecutions 
brought  by  him  against  retailers  of  spirits  for  vend- 
ing them  without  license;  and  also  what  fees  have 
been  charged  and  received  by  the  other  officers  of 
the  Uniied  States,  in  the  said  southern  district  of 
New  York,  and  who  were  further  instructed  to 
propose  and  report  a bill  of  fees  for  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
— made  a report,  which  v/as  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lonmdes,  took  up 
for  consideration  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage. 

The  bill  contains  27  sections,  embracing  nume- 
rous provisions  to  ensure  the  more  rigid  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  to  prevent  frauds  and 
evasions  thereof.  In  going  through  and  consider- 
ing the  various  details  of  this  bill,  and  discussing 
motions  to  amend  them,  the  house  employed  some 
time. 


After  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  [ing;  as  was  also  the  bill  providing  for  the  deposit 
States,  passed  through  a committee  of  the  whole,!  of  wines,  &.c.  in  the  public  warehouses, 
and  Was  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  j The  committee  having  gone  through  there  bills, 

Tlie  house  went  into  a committee  of  the  whole,!  took  tip  the  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on  certain 
Mr.  7/  JSTehon  in  thecliair,  on  the  bill  repealing  so  i manufactured  articles,  (shot,  paper,  8cc.)  imported 
much  of  an  act  as  allows  pay  and  emoluments  to  | into  the  United  States,  and  to  change  the  duty 
bi  evet  rank,  and  on  tlie  bill  from  the  senate  “re-  from  an  ad  valorem  to  a specific  one. 
gulaiing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  rank.”  Tue  house  also  resolyed  itself  into  a committee 
The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills  with- [of  the  wiiole,  Mr.  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to 

out  amendment;  when  the  bill  last  mentioned,  from  increase  the  duties  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  irom 
the  senate,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  .and  the  in  pigs,  castings,  nails,  and  allum,  and  to  disallow 
former,  the  bill  of  this  house,  postponed  indefinite-  the  drawback  on  gunpowder;  the  motion  to  strike 

lout  the  first  section,  being  under  consideration — 

Tlie  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  I .Mr.  Sergeant  spoke  at  much  length  in  support  of 
whole,  Mr.  Basset:  in  tlie  chair,  on  the  bill  to  in- 1 this  bill,  and  of  tlie  expediency  of  extending  aii- 
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ditional  protection  to  the  manufactures  interested 
in  the  bill. 

Some  amendments  were  made  to  both  bills — 
among  them  that  to  strike  out  the  proposed  modi- 
fication of  the  duty  on  paper;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading 

Wednesday^  Af}ril  15.  Much  business  was  done 
this  day.  A proposition  of  Manuel  Torres  about  a 
fijiancial  discovery,  was  laid  over  to  the  next 
session — the  neutrality  bill  and  the  fugitive  slave 
bill  were  laid  on  the  table — the  bill  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  passed 
by  the  senate,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary — the  bill  respecting  the  slave  trade 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading — the  bill  supple 
mentary  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;  to  provide  for  the 
deposit  of  imported  wines  or  distilled  spirits  in 
the  public  warehouses;  to  increa.se  the  compensa- 
tion of  certain  deputy  post-masters;  to  increase  the 
duties  on  iron,  nails,  allum,  &c.  and  to  disallow 
the  drawback  on  gun-powder;  and  to  increase  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  certain  manufactured 
articles,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  question  on  the  last  bill  but  one  v/as  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  58  to  47. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  suspend  for  a limited 
time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  to 
complete  the  payments  thereon,  was  read  a third 
lime  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  fixing  the  next  meeting 
of  congress  on  the  third  Monday  of  November  next 
was  passed.  Other  bills  were  referred,  &c. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  transmitting,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requestor  the  house,  all  the  infor- 
mation in  possession  of  the  government,  concern- 
ing the  confinement  of  certain  American  citizens 
by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico. 

D^ity  011  imported  cotton  and  -xuoolens.-^The  house 
then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  from  and  after  the 
30th  of  June,  181";,  until  the  30th  of  .June,  1826, 
the  4th  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  “to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.”  The 
paragraph  referred  to  is  that  which  establishes 
the  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures, of  which  the  principal  material  is  ivool  or 
cotton^  &c. 

A motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was  ne- 
gatived—Messrs.  Tucker,  Edwards,  Mercer  and 
lihea  supported,  and  Messrs.  Seybert,  Clay,  Ma- 
son, of  Mass.  Baldwin,  Kinsey,  Lowndes,  and 
Southard  opposed  it.  For  the  motion— 33. 

Finally,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading— 106  to  34.  It  continues  the  exist- 
ing duties  on  imporied  woolen  and  cottons  for  se- 
ven.years,  after  June  1819.  [We  thank  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  even  for  this.'\ 

Thursday,  April  16.  A bill  to  authorise  the  re- 
covery of  public  money— [from  delinquent  paymas- 
ters] was  reported  and  finally  ordered  to  a third 
reading.  The  amount  apparently  due  from  such  is 
said  to  be  ^3,000,000! 

Mr,  Le-iois  submitted  several  resolutions  to  amend 
the  constitution  of  the  U.  S.  which  shall  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

rhe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  senate  to  authorise  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a deputy  president,  &c.  to  sign 
notes,  reported  favorably.  Mr.  Poindexter  moved 

he  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject;  after 
a debate  of  two  hours  the  motion  was  agreed  to.- 


yeas  85,  nays  50.  So  the  bill  -was  rejected.  Yeas 
and  nays  in  our  next. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  prohibiC  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  continue  in  force  fi’om 
.Tune  1819  to  June  1826,  the  clause  of  the  act  of 
1816,  laying  duties  on  imported  cottons,  woolens, 
&c.  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  in  committee  of  the  whole,  went 
through  the  general  invalid  pensioners  bill — and 
adj.  at  nearly  7 o’clock. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  Bank  at  Pittsburg; 
was  literally  robbed  of  every  thing  valuable  on  the' 
night  of  the  5th  instant — 80,000  doilars,  in  specie, 
are  said  to  have  been  carried  off!  This  is  impro- 
bable— the  weight  in  silver,  is  upwards  of  t-mo  tons/ 
False  keys  are  supposed  to  have  been  used,  as  no 
marks  of  violence  appeared.  Its  a queer 

Illinois. — The  bill  to  admit  this  territory  into  the 
union  as  a state,  has  passed.  It  is  estimated  to 
contain  40,000  inhabitants,  rapidly  increasing,  and 
a surface  of  30  millions  of  land. 

Massachusetts  election. — Mr.  Brooks  has  been  re- 
elected governor  of  Massachusetts  by  a majority  of 
about  10,000  votes.  No  serious  opposition  was 
made.  The  political  character  of  the  legislature  is 
unchanged. 

Theron  lludd,  late  cldi*k  to  the  U.  States  district 
court,  in  New-York,  a defaulter  to  a large  amount, 
is  said  to  have  come  forward  with  propositions  for 
a settlement  of  the  claims  against  him. 

JVinter.—Ai  ^lontreal,  Api-il  1,  “the  ice  before 
the  city  was  nearly  as  strong  as  in  February.” 
Fortifications.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  U.  S, 
has  issued  proposals  for  from  1 to  6 millions  of 
brick,  1 to  2 millions  cubit  feet  of  stone,  and  lime, 
8cc.  to  be  delivered  at  Mobile,  lake  Ponchartrain, 
river  Mississippi  and  lake  Barataria— from  50  to 
100  carpenters,  from  100  <o  150  masons  and  from  2 
to  300  laborers  are  also  wanted,  to  proceed  to  those 
places,  &c. 

Died,  at  Cumberland  Island,  Geo.  Gen.  Kenry 
Lee,  a conspicuous  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
He  was  on  his  return  to  Virginia  from  the  'West 
Indies,  where  he  had  been  for  a considerable  time 
past. 

Also— at  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  William  B.  Grove, 
esq.  in  the  55‘h  year  of  his  age — a much  esteemed 
man.  The  citizens  of  the  place  held  a meeting 
and  arranged  the  order  of  his  funeral,  in  respect  to 
his  memory. 

Revolutionary  Soldiers.  A Boston  paper  of  the 
4th  inst.  says  that  during  the  past  week  .about  220 
old  revolutionary  warriors  appeared  before  judge 
Uavis  to  present  their  claims  to  pensions,  under 
the  late  act  of  congress.  They  seemed  to  be  chief- 
ly common  soldiers  or  inferior  officers.  It  is  grate- 
fill  to  believe  that  the  few  years  left  to  sudi  may 
be  smoothed  by  \.he  justice  of  their  country.  A lit- 
lie  while,  and  no  one  will  remain  to  tell  tiia  story 
of  the  revolution. 

The  right  course.  A proposition  has  been  made 
in  the  legislature  of  New-York,  now  i.n  session,  to 
abolish  the  councii  of  appointments  and  the  council 
of  revision  in  the  government  of  that  stale,  and  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  engineer  department  has  its  head  quarters 
established  at  Washington  citv,  bv  order  of  the 
president. 
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Seminole  war.  Fop  letters  from  the  Ci  eek 
chief,  M'lntosh,  see  page  130.  The  Choctaws  were 
collecting  their  forces  to  act  against  the  hostiles 
Our  army,  in  the  whole,  will  consist  of  from  4 to 
5000  men,  and  if  the  Seminoles  can  be  brought  t<i 
action,  peace  will  soon  be  secured.  The  Spanish  line 
was  crossed  on  the  10th  ult.  li  is  intimated  that 
Augustine  and  Pensacola,  may  both  be  so  i.r 
taken  possession  of  as  to  prevent  supplies  reaching 
the  indians  through  them.  Our  troops  have  suffer- 
ed excessively  for  want  of  provisions.  We  have 
some  horrid  details  of  murders  by  them  of  men, 
women  and  children;  but  happily  they  are  not  very 
mime,”ous,  and  tiie  time  of  danger  may  be  consi- 
dered as  having  nearly  past. 

In  a skirmisli  between  34  of  the  Telfair  militia 
and  about  50  or  60  Indians,  five  of  the  former  and 
10  of  the  latter  were  killed.  The  affair  was  indeci- 
sive, being  a “drawn  battle.”  This  is  all  the  news 
that  we  have  from  the  theatre  of  war,  since  our 
last,  except  as  referred  to  above. 

A nons  act. — At  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Detroit  and  its  vicinity,  convened  at 
the  council  house  in  the  said  city,  on  Thursday, 
the  5th  day  of  March,  1818,  pursuant  to  notice, 
his  excellency  Lewis  Cass  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  John  R.  Williams  appointed  secre- 
tary. 

Tiie  following  preamble  and  accompanying  reso- 
lutions were  then  unanimously  adopted: 

Wi.ereas  the  remains  of  capt.  HART,  of  the  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  who  was  barbarously  murdered 
by  the  Indians  at  the  River  Raisin,  af  er  distingui.sh- 
ing  himself  and  being  wounded  in  that  memorable 
action,  are  those  only  which  can  be  identified,  and 
have  never  been  properly  buried — the  citizens  of 
Detroit,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  being  desirous  of  manifesting  their  re- 
spect for  his  memory — therefore, 

llesolved,  That  a committee  of  five  persons  be 
appointed  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin,  collect  and 
bring  to  this  place  tlie  remains  of  captain  Hart,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  interred  in  such  manner  and 
with  such  solemnities  as  the  nature  of  the  occasion 
and  the  distinguished  character  and  services  of  the 
deceased  may  justify. 

Resolved,  That  Philip  Lecuyer,  Austin  E.  Wing, 
Charles  Lamed,  Henry  1.  Hunt,  and  James  M’Clos- 
key,  esquires,  be  a committee  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned. 

LEWIS  CASS,  CA’?i 

John  R.  Williams, 

Whereupon  Philip  Lecuyer  and  Austin  E.  Wing, 
esquires,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  proceeded  to 
the  river  Raisin  and  procured  the  remains,  pursu- 
ant to  the  above  resolutions — 

And,  as  a tribute  of  respect  and  gratitude  to  the 
heroes  of  a state,  v/ho  so  valiantly  fell  victims  to 
savage  barbarity,  in  aiding  to  relieve  this  territory 
from  a calamitous  and  insupportable  subjection, 
the  citizens  of  Michigan  are  requested  to  attend  at 
the  council-house  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Tues 
day,  the  17th  instant,  at  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  for 
the  purpose  of  aitendiug  the  remains  of  the  late 
captain  Hart  from  thence  to  the  place  of  interment. 

The  remains  will-  be  buried  with  military  honors, 
and  a funeral  oration  be  delivered  bj  C.  Laiined, 


esq. 

P.  LECUYER, 
A.  E.  WING, 
C.  L^RNED, 

H.  I.  HUNT. 

J.  M’CLUSKEY. 
Detroit,  10th  March,  18 18.^ 
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y Committee. 


George  Washington  Campbell,  a senator  in  con 
gress  from  Tennessee,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
president,  with  the  approbation  of  the  senate,  to 
be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry to  the  court  of  Rjissia,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Pink- 
ney,  who  is  about  to  return  to  the  United  States. 


Abolition  of  Slave  Trade. 

Whatever  may  be  the  motives  tiiat  ac  uate  Great 
Britain  to  effect  an  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
We  are  sincerely  greatful  for  (lie  zeid  with  which 
she  has  prosecuted  this  business  for  several  years 
past  It  is  of  little  consequence  to  us  whether  her 
efforts  originated  in  and  are  supported  by  ihe  feel- 
ings of  humanif}’,  or  to  be  ascribed  to  her  views  of 
accomplishing  a monopoly  as  to  the  cultivation 
of  sugru’  and  coffee,  8cc.  seeing  that  the  slave 
population  of  her  islands  may  be  considered  as 
full,  whilst  that  of  the  richest  of  all  islands,  per- 
haps, [Cuba]  and  of  the  valuable  island,  Porto  Ri- 
co, 8cc.  is  scanty  in  population  to  the  quantity  of 
land  which  might  be  appropriated  to  the  pro- 
duction of  these  great  articles  of  commerce — We 
are  gli  d that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  is  effect- 
ed, and  with  pleasure  learn  that  agents  have  al- 
ready arrived  at  H.avanna  to  see  that  the  condi- 
tions of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  are  strictly 
observed. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  trea- 
ty between  great  Britain  and  Spain,  by  which  the 
latter  engages  to  abolish  the  slave  trade.  It  was 
concluded  at  Madrid,  Sept.  23, 1817-  The  other 
articles  of  the  treaty  consist  of  explanations,  and 
stipulations  relating  to  the  mode  of  enforcing  it. 
Art  I His  majesty  engages  that  the  slave  trade 
shall  be  abolished  throughout  the  entire  dominions 
of  Spain,  on  the  30th  day  of  May  1820,  and  that, 
from  and  after  that  period,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  afty  of  the  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Spain  to> 
purchase  slaves  or  carry  on  the  slave  tade,  on  any 
part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  upon  any  pretext  or  ia 
any  manner  whatever;  provid  .=‘d,  however,  that  a 
term  of  five  months,  from  sal  I date  30th  May,  1820, 
shall  be  allowed  for  the  completing  the  voyages 
of  vessels  which  shall  have  cleared  out  lawfully 
previous  to  the  s lid  30th  May. 

Art.  II.  It  is  hereby  agreed,  that  from  and  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  trea- 
ty, it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  subjects  of 
the  crown  of  Spain  to  purchase  slaves,  or  carry  on 
tlie  slave  trade  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa 
to  the  north  of  the  Equater,  upon  any  pretext  or  in 
any  manner  whatever;  provided,  however,  that  a 
term  of  six  months,  from  the  date  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  allowed 
for  completing  the  voyages  of  vessels  which  shall 
have  cleared  out  from  Spanish  ports  for  the  said 
coast,  previously  to  the  exchange  of  the  said  rati- 
fications. 

Art.  hi.  His  Britannic  majesty  engages,  to  pay, 
in  London,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1818,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  thousand  pound  sterling,  to  such 
person  as  his  catholic  majesty  shall  appoint  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 

Art.  IV.  The  said  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  is  to  be  considered  as  a full  com- 
pensation for  all  losses  sustained  by  the  subjects 
of  his  catholic  majesty,  engaged  in  this  traffic,  ou 
account  of  vessels  captured  previously  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty, 
as  also  for  the  losses  which  are  a necessary  conse  - 
quence  of  iie  abolition  of  said  traffic. 
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03"  The  session  of congress  being  closed,  we  sball 
have  an  opportunity  to  bring  up  lee-way  as  to  do- 
cumentary and  statistical  matters,  as  well  as  to  fur* 
nlsli  our  readers  with  a variety  of  useful  articles, 
original  and  selected. 

We  have  just  received  Mr.  Forsythes  speech  in 
reply  to  Air.  Clay—\i  is  long,  but  interesting,  and 
designed  for  the  ne.xt  Register. 

OdrThe  GENERAL  INDEX,  SO  iong  talked  of  and 
so  vexatiously  delayed,  because  the  editor  could 
not  himself  command  the  time  to  execute  it,  will 
be  put  to  press  next  week,  and  pushed  on  as  ra- 
pidly as  possible.  Though  it  has  cost  much  money, 
and  has  had  the  most  patient  drudgery  bestowed 
upon  it,  it  is  yet  a hard  editorial  duty  to  fuiish  and 
bring  it  forth  from  the  press.  The  belief,  however, 
is  enjoyed  that  it  will  answer  every  reasonable  ex- 
pectation. 

(Lj^As  to  the  volume  of  revolutionary  speeches, 
orations  and  papers — the  editor  has  resolved  to  put 
it  to  press  as  soon  as  he  can  possibly  spare  the 
time  needful  to  edit  it,  which  may  be  expected 
during  the  summer.  The  collection  will  not  be  so 
extensive  as  was  hoped  for,  but  it  will  be  valuable 
— grateful  to  the  patriot  heart,  and  interesting  to 
the  curious  enquirer. 


B^evolutiouary  Matters. 

LETTER  FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  ESU.  TO  WM.  TUDOR,  ESQ, 
[Communicated  for  the  Register,  by  president  Adams.'] 

Quincy,  March  29,  18l7. 

Dear  Sir — Is  your  daughter,  Mrs.  Stuart,  who  I 
am  credibly  informed  is  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished ladies,  a painter?  Are  you  acquainted 
with  Miss  Lydia  Smith,  who,  I am  also  credibly 
informed,  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  ladies, 
and  a painter?  Do  you  know  Mr.  Sergeant?  Do 
you  correspond  with  your  old  companion  in  arms, 
Col.  John  Trumbull?  Do  you  think  Fisher  will 
be  an  historical  painter? 

Whenever  you  shall  find  a painter,  male  or  fe- 
male, I pray  you  to  suggest  a scene,  and  a sub- 
j ect,  for  the  pencil. 

The  scene,  is  the  council  chamber  in  the  old 
Town  House  in  Boston.  The  date  is  in  the  month 
nf  February  1761,  nine  years  before  you  entered 
my  office  in  Cold  Lane.  As  this  was  five  years 
before  you  entered  college,  you  must  have  been 
in  the  second  form  of  master  Lovell’s  school. 

That  council  chamber  was  as  respectable  an 
apartment  as  the  house  of  commons  or  the  house 
of  lords  in  Great  Britain,  in  proportion,  or  that  in 
the  state  house  in  Philadelphia  in  which  the  de- 
claration of  independence  was  signed,  in  1776.  In 
this  chamber,  round  a great  fire,  were  seated  five 
judges,  with  lieutenant  governor  Hutchinson  at 
their  head,  as  chiefjustice,  all  arrayed  in  their  new, 
fresh,  rich  robes  of  scarlet  English  broad  cloth j 
in  their  large  cambric  bands,  and  immense  judici- 
al wigs.  In  this  chamber  were  seated  at  a long 
table  all  the  barristers  at  law  of  Boston,  and  of  the 
neighbouring  county  of  Middlesex,  in  gowns, 
bands  and  tye  wigs;  they  were  not  seated  on  ivo- 
ry chairs,  but  their  dress  was  more  solemn  and 
more  pompous  llian  that  of  the  Roman  senate 
wiien  the  Gauls  broke  in  upon  them. 

Vol.  Xl^^- 10'. 


In  a corner  of  the  room  must  be  placed  as  a ' 
spectator  and  an  auditor,  wit,  sense,  iinaginaiion, 
genius,  pathos,  reason,  prudence,  eloquence,  leariw 
ing'and  immense  reading,  hanging  by  the  shoulders 
on  two  crutches,  covered  with  a cloth  great  coat 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  Praft,  who  had  been  solicited 
on  both  sides  but  would  engage  on  neither,  being, 
as  chief  justice  of  New  York,  about  to  leave 
ton  forever:  two  portraits  at  more  than  full  leng  th 
of  king  Charles  the  second  and  of  king  James  the 
second,  in  splendid  golden  frames  were  hung  up 
oh  the  most  conspicuous  sides  of  the  apartment. 

If  my  young  eyes  or  old  memory  have  not  de- 
ceived me,  these  were  as  fine  pictures  as  I ever 
saw;  the  colours  of  their  royal  ermines  and  long 
flowing  robes  were  the  most  glowing,  the  figures 
the  most  noble  and  graceful,  the  features  the  most 
distinct  and  characteristic,  far  superior  to  those  of 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber of  congress— these  were  worthy  of  the  pencils 
of  Rubens  and  Vandyke.  There  was  no  painter  in 
England  capable  of  them  at  that  time.  They  had 
been  sent  over  without  frames  in  gov.  Pownaii’s 
time,  but  he  was  no  admirer  of  Charles  or  James; 
the  pictures  were  stowed  away  in  a garret  among 
rubbish  till  governor  Bernard  came,  who  had  them 
cleaned,  superbly  fra.med,  and  placed  in  council, 
for  the  admiration  and  imitation  of  all  men — no 
doubt  with  the  advise  and  concurrence  of  Hut- 
chinson and  all  his  nebula  of  stars  and  sattellites. 

One  circumstance  more:  Samuel  Quincy  and  John 
Adams  had  been  admitted  barristers  at  that  term. 
John  was  the  youngest;  he  should  be  painted  look- 
ing like  a short  thick  arch  bishop  of  Canterbury 
seated  at  the  table  with  a pen  in  his  hand,  lost  in 
admiration,  nowandtlfen  minuting  those  poor  notes 
which  your  pupil,  judge  Minot,  has  printed  in  his 
history,  volume  2d,  page  89,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95, 
96,  97,  98,  99,  with  some  interpolations.  I will  copy 
them  from  the  book  and  then  point  out  those  in- 
terpolations. 

It  is  true,  said  Air.  Gridley,  the  common  privi- 
leges of  Englishmen  are  taken  away  in  this  case, 
but  even  their  privileges  are  not  such  in  cases  of 
crime  and  fine.  It  is  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
and  the  benefit  of  the  revenue  that  justifies  this  writ. 

Is  not  the  revenue  the  sole  support  of  fleets  and 
armies  abroad,  and  ministers  at  home,  without 
which  the  nation  could  neither  be  preserved  from 
the  invasions  of  her  foes  nor  the  tumults  of  her 
own  subjects?  Is  not  this,  I say,  infinitely  more  im- 
portant than  the  imprisonment  of  theives  or  even 
murderers?  Yet  in  these  cases,  it  is  agreed  that 
houses  may  be  broke  open.  In  fine,  the  power 
now  under  consideration  is  the  same  with  that 
given  by  the  law  of  this  province  to  treasurers,  to- 
wards  collectors,  and  to  th&m  towards  the  subject. 

A collector  may  when  lie  pleases  distrain  my  goods 
and  chatties,  and,  in  want  of  them,  arrest  my  per- 
son, and  throw  me  instantly  into  gaol.  Whai!  shall 
my  property  be  wrested  from  me?  Shall  my  liber- 
ty be  destroyed  by  a collector  for  a debt  unad- 
judged,  without  the  common  indulgence  and  leni- 
ty of  the  law?  So  it  is  established;  and  the  neces- 
sity of  having  public  taxes  efi'ecLuaily  and  speedi- 
ly collected  is  of  infinitely  greater  moment  to  the 
wlioie  than  the  liberty  of  an  indivnliiul. 


1$8  NILES'  REGISTER-^ APRIL  25,  1818— REVOLUTIONARY  MATTERS. 


Mr.  Thatcher,  an  eminent  lawyer,  being' ordered 
by  the  court  to  search  for  precedents,  reported 
that  he  found  no  such  writ  in  the  ancient  books; 
that  the  most  material  question  was,  whether  the 
practice  of  the  exchequer  was  good  ground  for 
this  court.  But  this  court  had,  upon  a solemn  ar- 
gument whicli  lasted  a whole  day,  renounced  the 
charge  of  jurisdiction,  which  the  exchequer  had 
in  cases  when  either  party  was  the  king’s  debtor. 
In  England,  all  informations  of  uncustomed  or  pro- 
hibited goods  were  in  the  excliequer;  so  that  the 
custom  iiouse  officers  were  the  officers  of  that 
court,  under  the  eye  and  discretion  of  the  ba- 
rons, and  so  accountable  for  any  wanton  exercise  of 
power.  The  writ  now  prayed  for  was  not  returna- 
ble. If  the  seizures  were  so  before  their  honors, 
and  this  court  should  enquire  into  them,  they 
would  often  find  a wanton  exercise  of  power.  In 
England  they  served  at  their  peril,  even  with  proba- 
ble cause. 

Mr.  Otis  appeared  for  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
vffio  had  presented  a counter-petition.  As  his  plea 
discloses  several  curious  facts,  presents  a striking 
picture  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure portrays  the  manner  of  that  ardent  patriot  and 
well-read  lawyer,  we  shall  insert  more  at  large  such 
minutes  as  we  possess;  lamenting  that  we  cannot 
recover  at  tliis  day  many  elegant  rhetorical  touches 
and  weighty  arguments  which  were  unavoidably 
o mil  ted. 

Jvl'ay  it  please  your  honors — 

I was  desired  by  one  of  the  court  to  look  into 
the  books,  and  consider  the  question  now  before 
them  concerning  writs  of  assistance;  I have  accord- 
ingly considered  it,  and  now  appear  not  only  in 
obedience  to  your  orders  but  likewise  in  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  who  have  presented 
another  petition,  and  out  of  regard  to  the  liberties 
of  the  subject.  And  I take  this  oppoi'tunity  to  de- 
clare, that  whether  under  a fee  or  not  (for  in  such 
a cause  as  this  I despise  a (ee)  I will  to  my  dying 
d.sy  oppose  with  all  the  powers  and  faculties  God 
lias  given  me,  all  such  instruments  of  slavery  on  the 
one  hand  and  villiany  on  the  other,  as  this  writ  of 
assistance  is. 

It  appears  to  me  the  worst  instrument  of  arbi- 
trary power,  the  most  destructive  of  English  liber- 
ty and  the  fundamental  principles  of  law,  that  ever 
was  found  in  an  English  law-book,  I must  there- 
fore beg  your  honor’s  patience  and  attention  to  the 
\vhole  range  of  an  argument,  that  may  perhaps  ap- 
pear uncommon  in  many  things,  as  well  as  to  points 
of  learning  that  are  more  remote  and  unusual,  that 
tlie  whole  tendency  of  my  design  may  the  more 
easily  be  perceived,  the  conclusions  better  discern- 
ed and  ilie  force  of  them  better  felt.  I shall  not  think 
much  of  pains  in  this  cause,  as  I engaged  in  it  from 
principle.  I was  solicited  to  argue  this  cause  as 
iulvocate-general,  and  because  I would  not,  1 have 
been  charged  with  desertion  from  my  office.  To 
this  charge  I can  give  a very  sufficient  answer.  I 
renounced  that  office,  and  I argue  tliis  cause  from 
tiiesame  jirinciple;  and  1 argue  it  with  the  greater 
pleasure  as  it  is  in  favor  of  British  liberty,  at  a 
time  when  we  liear  the  greatest  monarcli  upon 
earth  declaring  from  his  tiirone  that  he  glories  in 
the  name  of  Briton,  and  that  the  privileges  of  his 
people  are  dearer  to  him  than  tiie  most  valuable 
]nerogatives  of  his  crown — and  as  it  is  in  opposition 
to  a kind  (T  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in  former 
periods  of  English  history  cos'r  oxe  kikg  or  eng 
EVXn  HJS  HEAD  AND  ANOTHER  HIS  THRONE,  I have 
taken  more  pains  in  this  cause  than  I will  ever 
take  again,  although  my  engaging  in  this  and  ano- 


ther poptilar  cause  has  raised  much  resentment:  but 
I think  I can  sincerely  declare  that  I cheerfully  sub- 
mit myself  to  every  odious  name  for  conscience 
sake;  and  from  my  soul  I despise  all  those  whose 
guilt,  malice  or  folly  has  made  tliem  my  foes — Let 
the  consequences  be  what  they  will,  I am  deter- 
mined to  proceed. 

The  only  principles  of  public  conduct,  that  are 
worthy  of  a gentleman,  or  a man,  are  to  sacrifice  es- 
tate, ease,  health,  and  applause,  and  even  life  to  thte 
sacred  calls  of  his  country.  Those  manly  senti- 
ments, in  private  life,  make  the  good  citizen  in 
public  life  the  patriot  and  the  hero.  I do  not  say, 
that  when  brought  to  the  test,  I shall  be  invinci- 
ble: I pray  God  I may  never  be  brought  to  the  me- 
lancholy trial;  but  if  ever  1 should,  it  will  be  then 
known  how  far  I can  reduce  to  practice  principles 
which  I know  to  be  founded  on  truth — in  the 
mean  time  I will  proceed  to  the  subject  of  this 
writ. 

In  tlie  first  place,  may  it  please  your  honors,  I 
will  admit  that  writs  of  one  kind  may  be  legal;  that 
is,  special  writs,  directed  to  special  officers, 
and  to  search  certain  houses,  &c.  specially  set 
forth  in  the  writ,  may  be  granted  by  the  court  of 
exchequer  at  home,  upon  oath  made  before  the 
lord  treasurer  by  the  person  who  asks  it,  that  he 
suspects  such  goods  to  be  concealed  in  those  very 
places  he  desires  to  search.  The  act  act  of  I4tli 
Charles  II,  which  Mr.  Gridley  mentions,  proves 
this.  And  in  this  light  the  writ  appears  like  a 
warrant  from  a justice  of  the  peace  to  search  for 
stolen  goods.  Your  honors  will  find  in  the  old 
books  concerning  the  office  of  a justice  of  the 
peace,  precedents  of  general  warrants  to  search 
suspected  houses. 

But  in  more  modern  books  you  will  find  only  spe- 
cial warrants  to  search  such  and  such  houses  speci- 
ally named,  in  which  the  complainant  has  before 
sworn  that  he  suspects  his  goods  are  concealed, 
and  you  will  find  it  adjudged  that  special  warrants 
only  are  legal-  In  the  same  manner  I rely  on  itt 
that  the  writ  prayed  for  in  this  petition  being  gene- 
ral, is  illegal;  it  is  a power  that  places  the  liberty  of 
every  man  in  the  hands  of  every  petty  officer.  I 
say,  I admit  that  special  writs  of  assistants  to  search 
special  places  may  be  granted  to  certain  persons, 
on  oath;  but  I deny  tliat  the  writ  now  prayed  for 
can  be  granted,  fori  beg  leave  to  make  some  ob- 
servations on  the  writ  itself,  before  I proceed  to 
other  acts  of  parliament.  In  the  first  place,  the 
writ  is  universal,  being  directed  “to  all  and  singu- 
lar the  justices,  sherift's,  constables  and  otherofficers 
and  subjects,  so  tliat  in  short  it  is  directed  to  every 
subject  in  the  king’s  dominions.  Every  one  with 
this  writ  may  be  a tyrant:  if  this  commission  be 
legal,  a tyrant  in  a legal  manner  also  may  control, 
imprison  or  murder  anyone  within  the  realm;  in 
the  next  place  it  is  perpetual — there  is  no  return. 
A man  is  accountable  to  no  person  for  his  doings: 
every  man  may  reign  secure  in  his  petty  tyranny, 
and  spread  terror  and  desolation  around  him,  until 
the  trump  of  the  arch-anyel  shall  excite  different  emo- 
tions in  h\s  soul. 

In  the  third  place,  a person  with  this  writ  may  in 
the  day-time  enter  all  houses,  shops,  &c.  at  will, 
and  command  all  to  assist  him.  Fourthly,  by  this 
writ  not  only  deputies,  5cc.  but  even  their  menial 
servants  are  allowed  to  lord  it  over  us.  What  is 
this  but  to  have  the  curse  of  Canaan  ‘cvith  a ivitness  on 
us,  to  be  the  ser'vmits  of  servants  to  the  most  despicable 
of  God's  creation?  Now,  one  of  the  most  essential 
branches  oi  English  liberty  is  the  freedom  of  one’s 
1 house;  a man’s  house  is  liis  castle,  and  v/hilst  he  is 
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quiet  he  is  as  well  guarded  as  a prince  in  his  castle. 
This  writ,  if  it  should  be  declared  legal,  would  to- 
tally annihilate  this  privilege;  custom-house  officers 
may  enter  our  houses  when  they  please,  we  are 
commanded  to  permit  their  entry.  Tlieir  menial 
servants  may  enter,  may  break  locks,  bars,  and  any 
thing  in  their  way,  and,  whether  they  break  through 
malice  or  revenge,  no  man,  no  court  can  inquire — 
bare  suspicion  without  oa^h  is  sufficient;  this  wan- 
ton exercise  of  this  power  is  not  a chimerical  sug- 
gestion of  a heated  brain.  I will  meniion  some 
facts — Mr.  Pew,  had  one  of  these  writs,  and  when 
Mr.  Ware  succeeded  him,  he  endorsed  this  writ 
over  to  Mr.  Wai"e,  so  that  these  writs  are  negotiable 
from  one  officer  to  another;  and  so  your  honors 
have  no  opportunity  of  judging  the  persons  to 
whom  this  last  power  is  delegated.  Another  in- 
stance is  this — Mr.  justice  Wally  had  called  this 
same  Mr.  Ware  before  him  by  a constable  to  answer 
for  a breach  of  Sabbath  day  acts,  or  that  of  pro- 
fane swearing;  as  soon  as  he  had  finished,  Mr.  Ware 
asked  him  if  he  had  done,  he  replied,  yes — well 
then,  said  Mr.  Wa^'e,  I will  shew  you  a little  of  my 
power;  I command  you  to  permit  me  to  search  your 
house,  for  uncustomed  goods,  and  went  on  to  search 
his  house  from  the  garret  to  the  cellar,  and  then 
sierved  the  constable  in  the  same  manner.  But  to 
shew  another  absurdity  in  this  writ,  if  it  should  be 
established,  I insist  upon  it  every  person  by  the 
14th  Charles  II.  has  this  power  as  well  as  custom- 
house officers;  the  words  are  “it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  person  or  persons  authorised,”  kc.  What  a scene 
does  this  open!  every  man  prompted  by  revenge, 
ill  humour,  or  wantonness  to  inspect  his  neighbor’s 
house,  may  get  a writ  of  assistants,  others  will  ask 
it  from  self-defence,  one  arbitrary  exertion  will  pro- 
voke  another,  until  society  be  involved  in  tumult 
and  in  blood.  Again,  these  writs  are  not  returned. 
Writs  in  their  nature  are  temporary  things.  When 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  issued  are  answer- 
ed, they  exist  no^more — but  these  live  forever,  no 
one  can  be  called  to  an  account— thus  reason  and 
the  constitution  are  both  against  this  writ.  Let  us 
see  what  authority  there  is  for  it.  Not  more  than 
one  instance  can  be  found  of  it  in  all  our  law 
books,  and  that  was  in  the  zenith  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er, (viz.)  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  star-cham- 
her  power  was  pushed  to  the  extremity,  by  some 
ignorant  clerk  of  the  exchequer.  But  if  this  writ 
had  been  in  any  book  whatever,  it  wmuld  have  been 
illegal;  all  precedents  are  under  the  controul  of 
the  principles  of  law — lord  Talbot  says  it  is  better 
to  observe  these  than  any  precedents,  though  in  the 
house  of  lords,  the  last  resort  of  the  subject,  no 
acts  of  parliament  can  establish  such  a writ,  though 
it  should  be  made  in  the  very  words  of  the  petition 
it  would  be  void.  An  act  against  the  constitution 
is  void,  (vid.  Viner.)  but  these  prove  no  more, 
than  what  I before  observed,  that  special  writs  may 
be  granted  on  oath  on  probable  suspicion.  The 
act  of  7th  and  8ih  of  William  III,  that  the  officers 
of  plantations  shall  have  the  power,  &c.  is  confined 
to  this  sense,  that  an  officer  shall  shew  probable 
ground,  should  take  his  oath  ofit,  should  do  this 
before  a magistrate,  if  he  think  proper,  should  is- 
sue a special  warrant  to  a constable  to  searclj  the 
places.  Tliat  of  6th  Anne,  can  prove  no  more.” 
The  lines  underscored  are  inierpolations  (viz  ) 
“until  the  trump  of  the  arch-angel  shall  excite  dif- 
ferent emotions  in  his  soul.” — “what  is  this  but  to 
have  the  curse  of  Canaan  with  a witness  on  us;  t o he 
the  servants  of  servants,  the  most  desnieable  of 
^^od’s  crcatioi>^” 


You  have  now  the  stage  and  the  scenerv?  next  fol- 
lows the  narration  .''lOd  the  subject.  I rather  think 
that  we  lawyers  ouglit  to  call  it  a briefof  the  cause. 

When  the  British  ridnistry  received  from  Gene- 
ral Amherst  hisdespatches  annou'.cing  ilie  cc  nquest 
of  Montreal  and  the  consequent  annihilation  of  the 
French  government  in  America,  in  1759,  they  im- 
mediately conceived  the  design,  and  took  the  reso- 
lution, of  conquering  the  Er.gii.sh  colonic.c,  and  sub- 
jecting them  to  the  unlimited  authority  of  parlia- 
ment; with  this  view  and  intention  they  sent  orders 
and  instructions  to  the  collector  of  customs  in  Bos- 
ton, Mr.  Charles  Paxton,  to  apply  to  the  civil  aii- 
thority  for  writs  of  assistants,  to  enable  the  custom- 
house officers,  tide  waiters,  land  waiters  and  all, 
to  command  all  sheriffs  aod  constables,  See.  to  at- 
tend and  aid  them  in  breaking  open  houses,  st®res, 
shops,  cellars,  ships,  bales,  trunks,  chesks,  cask.s, 
packages  of  all  sorts,  to  searcli  for  goods,  wares 
and  merchandizes  which  had  been  imported  against 
the  prohibitions  or  without  paying  the  taxes  Im- 
posed by  certain  acts  of  parliament  called  tlie  acts 
of  trade;  that  is,  by  certain  parliamentary  statutes 
which  had  been  procured  to  be  passed  from  time 
to  time  for  a ceuUiry  before,  by  a con.bina' ion  of 
selfish  intrigues  between  West  India  planters  and 
north  American  royal  governors.  These  acts  never 
had  been  executed  as  revenue  laws,  and  tliere 
never  had  been  a time  when  they  would  have  been 
or  could  have  been  obeyed  as  such. 

Mr.  Paxton,  no  doubt  consulting  willv  governor 
Barnard,  lieutenant  governor  Hutchinson^  and  all 
Uie  principal  crown  officers,  thought  it  not  pru- 
dent to  commence  his  operations  in  Boston,  for 
obvious  reasons;  he  instructed  his  deputy  collector 
in  Salem,  Mr.  Cockle,  to  apply  by  petition  to  the 
superior  court,  in  November  1760,  tiien  sitting  in 
that  town,  for  writs  of  assistants.  Steplien  Sewal 
was  then  chief  justice  of  that  court,  an  able  man, 
an  uncorrupted  American,  and  a sincere  friend  of 
liberty,  civil  and  religious. 

He  expressed  great  doubts  of  the  legality  of  sucli 
a writ  and  of  the  authority  of  the  court  to  grant  it. 
Not  one  of  his  brotlier  judges  uttered  a word  in 
favor  ofit;  but  as  it  was  an  application  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  it  must  be  heard  and  determined. — 
After  consultation,  the  court  ordered  the  question 
to  be  argued  at  the  next  February  term  in  Boston 
(viz)  1761.  In  the  mean  time  cliief  justice  Sew.al 
died,  and  lieiit.  gov.  Hutchinson  was  appbinted 
chief  justice  of  that  court  in  his  stead — every  ob- 
serving and  thinking  man  knew  that  this  appoint- 
ment was  made  for  the  direct  jnirpose  of  deciding 
this  question  in  favor  of  the  crown,  and  all  others 
in  which  it  should  be  interested. 

An  alarm  was  spread  far  and  wide.  Merchants 
of  Salem  and  Boston  applied  to  Mr.  Fralt,  whore- 
fused,  and  to  Mr.  Otis  and  xMi%  Thatcher,  who  ac- 
cepted, to  defend  them  against  the  terrible  menac- 
ing monster,  the  writ  of  assistants.  Great  fees  were 
offered,  but  Otis,  and  1 believe  Thalclier,  would  ac- 
cept of  none.  “In  such  a cause,”  said  Otis,  “I  dg. 
spise  all  fees.” 

1 have  given  you  a sketch  of  the  stage,  .and  the 
scenery,  and  tlie  brief  of  the  cause,  or  if  you  like 
the  phrase  belter,  the  tragedy,  comedy,  or  farce. 

Now  for  the  actors  and  performers.  Mr.  Grid- 
ley  argued  with  liia  characteri.s! ic  learning,  iiigef.u- 
ity  and  dignity,  and  said  every  thing  that  could 
be  said  in  favor  of  Cockle’s  petition;  all  depending 
however  on  the  “if  the  parliament  of  Great  flritain 
is  the  sovereign  legislature  of  all  the  Eriilsli  em- 
I pire,”  Mr.  Tliatclier  followed  him  on  the  olhe^ 
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side,  lUv’  argued  with  the  softness  of  manners,  the 
integrity  luid  cool  reasoning  which  were  remarka- 
ble in  !iis  amiable  character. 

JBut  Otis  was  a dame  of  fire! — with  a promptitude 
of  classical  allusions,  a depth  of  research,  a rapid 
bummary  of  historical  events  and  dates,  a profusion 
of  legal  autijorities,  a prophetic  glance  of  his  eye  in- 
to futurity,  and  a torrent  of  impetuous  eloquence,  he 
harried  away  every  thing  before  him. 

American  independence  was  theji  and  there  born; 
the  seeds  of  palriois  and  heroes  were  then  and 
there  sown,  to  defend  the  vigorous  youth,  the  non 
sine  Dus  aniniosus  infans, 

■Every  man  of  a crov/ded  audience  appeared  to 
me  to  go  away  as  I did,  ready  to  take  arms  against 
writs  e.f  e.S'.istants.  Then  and  there  vvas  the  first 
scene  eftl;e  first  act  of  opposition  to  the  arbitnu-y 
clainis  cf  Great  Britaii).  Then  and  there  the  child 
Indeperulence  was  borji;  in  fifteen  years  (viz)  In 
3 776,  he  grew  up  to  manhood  and  declared  himself 
li  ce. 

'i  ije  court  adjourned  for  consideration,  and  after 
.borne  days,  at  tlie  close  oftiieterm,  Hutchinson, 
el  iff  justice,  arose  and  said,  “’i'he  court  has  consl- 
tieret!  tlie  subject  of  writs  of  assistants  and  can 
.see  iio  foundaium  for  such  a writ;  but  as  the  prac- 
tice ill  E igiand  is  not  known,  it  has  been  thought 
Iiest  to  coioinue  the  question  until  next  term,  that 
m t!:o  uieaii  time  opportumly  may  be  given  to  write 
to  FargMand  for  information  concerning  the  subject. 
In  six  n, oaths  the  next  term  arrived,  but  no  judg- 
ment was  pronounced,  no  letters  from  Emgland 
were  produced,  and  nothing  more  was  ever  said  in 
court  concerning  writs  of  assistants;  but  it  was  ge- 
nerally reported  and  understood  that  the  courts 
clandestinely  granted  them,  and  the  custom-house 
ofiicers  had  them  in  tlieir  pockets,  though  I never 
knew  tljat  they  dared  to  produce  tliem  or  execute 
them  in  any  one  instance. 

Mr.  Otis’  popularity  was  without  bounds.  In  May, 
1761,  lie  was  elected  into  the  house  of  representa- j 
lives  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  On  the  week  of 
his  election,  I hapjiened  to  be  at  Worcester,  attend- 
ing the  court  of  common  pleas,  of  whicii  brigadier 
! higgles  was  ch  ief  i.ustice,  when  the  news  arrived 
n uiii  Boston  of  Mr.  Oiis’  election.  You  can  liave  no 
idea,  oldie  consternation  among  the  government- 
people.  Otiief  jusilce  iiuggles,  at  dinner  at"  col. 
tdlumdier’s  on  that  uajq  said,  “Out  of  this  election 
v.'sU  arise  a d— — d faction,  which  will  shake  this 
})rovmce  to  hs  foundation.”  Haggles’  foresight 
reached  not  bc}ond  liis  nose.  That  election  lias 
shaken  two  c;i!itinents  and  will  shake  all  four. — 
Tor  ten  year;:',  .Mr.  Otis,  at  tlie  liead  ofliis  country’s 
cim.se,  conducted  the  town  ofTloston,  and  the  peo- 
ple oi  tlie  province,  with  a prudence  and  fortitude, 
and  at  every  siicrihct:  of  peraona!  interest, and  amidst 
uncc.isiiig  (;Li‘ -.eciition,  whicli  would  have  done  ho- 
nor to  u.o  liiOsL  virtuous  patriot  or  inarivrofaM- 
t.qmiy.^ 

i^ne  iorgomg  rnuiUle  of  Mr.  Otis’  argument,  are 
np  be  ‘ei-  a represen Utiuii  of  it  than  tlie  gleam  ofa 
gio  A -worm  to  the  meridian  blaze  of  tlie  sun.  1 
tear  i shall  make  you  repent  bringing  out  the  old 
geniieman.  liidendo  dicere  veruir.  quid  vitat? 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  hon.  IViUitun  Tudor. 


Banking — general  remarks. 

Tv  e CO!  irnence  the  publication  of  a series  of 
numbers  on  “tuk  papeu  systux.”  They  are  from 
the  pen  oi  a maiiler,  rn  the  band  of  a gentleman. 


The  evils  of  this  system  must  be  checked.  Look  at 
the  .state  of  our  country! — It  is  overrun  with  clans 
of  bank-makers,  bank-note  counterfeiters  and  bank 
robbers;  a terrible  trio  of  characters,  operating  by 
different  means  to  produce  alike  fraudulent  end. 
We  can  hardly  take  up  a newspaper  without  seeing 
an  account  of  the  speculations  or  effects  of  one  or 
another  of  these  modern  associations  of  money- 
makers and  money-getters.  The  soul  is  sickened 
in  reflecting  on  tire  prostration  o f morals  which 
the  late  system  has  caused;  and  its  consequences, 
on  the  best  clas.ses  of  society,  is  equal  to  the  deli- 
berate baseness  and  cruelty  of  the  actors  in  it.  It 
is  lime  to  look  dishonesty  in  the  face,  and  frown 
those  that  seem  to  be  above  the  law  into  a respect 
for  the  law. 

Some  of  the  eiects  of  the  paper  system  are  dis- 
closed in  the  report  made  to  the  legislature  of 
New  York— see  a preceding  number  of  the  Regis- 
ter. The  same  things  daily  occur  in  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  &c.  &,c.  Four  banks  in  the  first 
named  state,  whose  promises  to  pay  are  selling  in 
the  money  market  at  from  6 to  10  per  cent,  discount, 
have  eight  hundred  suits  on  the  dockets  of  our 
coui’ts,  making  glorious  work  for  our  sheriffs  and 
lawyers.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  like  evils  prevail; 
and,  in  little  Belatvare,  the  suits  of  her  bank.s 
against  individuals  are  hardly  less  than  seven  hun- 
dred! Every  where — whilst  tlie  bank  managers  are 
adding  farm  to  farm  and  house  to  liouse,  the  Inbor- 
ing  classes  are  driven  from  th^ir  liomes,  the  seats 
of  their  fathers,  to  seek  a subsistence  in  the  regions 
of  the  west.  I am  justified  in  saying  tliat  the 
operation  of  a certain  bank  in  Maryland,  has  co?n- 
pelled  the  emigration  of  an  eighth  part  of  the  pro- 
ductive white  population  of  the  county  in  which  it 
is  located,  within  tlie  last  four  or  five  years — and 
the  causes  of  such  banishment  is  still  raging  as 
violently  as  ever  Let  any  dispassionate  man  look 
at  the  ivorkings  paper-money-making-skops 

scattered  through,  the  country,  and  call  to  mind  the 
revolutions  of  that  they  have  brought  abouH 

to  estimate  the  object  and  the  end  of  eankixs.  He 
that  but  yesterday  did  not  oun  land  enougli  for  a 
grave,  is  the  pos,sessor  of  extensive  farms — and 
they  that  yesterday  held  such  farms  are  dispos- 
sessed even  of  their  family  burying-ground! — Ma- 
nagement is  tooirtuch  for  hanesl  industry — the  latter 
kicks  the  beam  when  opposed  by  the  former. — 
Speculatio7i\s  sesiieol  in  the  parlour,  biit  labor  is 
refused  repose  on  the  dung-liill. 

I have  a letter  from  an  hmmst  m-in  who  was 
coaxed  to  his  ruin  by  a bank  (whscli,  like  a Cyprian 
goddess,  exposed  its  polluted  bosom  and  smiled  to 
destroy,)  and  drivcji  to  the  vilds  of  the  west.  He 
laments  thic  friendf;  (-H'  liis  youth  and  loss  of  socie- 
ty— details  the  Inu'dslfqis  that  belong  to  a new 
settler  and  etuimerate'--  many  privations — but  “ZiZes- 
ses  God  that  he  is  out  of  the  reach  of  a baoikf*  May 
lieaven  grant  unto  him  a continuance  of  tins  good 
fortune! — but  tiie  serpent  may  come,  tiie  appie- 
he  eaten,  and  bis  paradi-ie  be  reduced  to  an  abode 
for  u. .clean  and  filthy  things. 

The  banks  that  pay,  or  affect  to  pay,  specie,  are, 
in  some  measure,  und'  r the  public  controul — but 
what  is  tlie  morality  oi'  the  managers  of  those  that 
do  not  pay  any  of  their  debts?  Do  they  not  tell  a 
falsehood,  a mast  deliberate  and  mischievous  folse- 
’hood,  on  ev  ry  bill  wliich  (hey  issue?  What  degree  of 
reputation  is  an  individual  entitled  to,  who  renews 
and  reiterates  a promise  to  do  a certain  thing 
wlilch  he  himself  knows  tliat  he  is  neither  able  nor 
■willing  to  do?  T’he  best  men  may  be  unable,  some- 
times, to  com>e  up  to  their  promises— yet  they  will 
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wot  \.eW  voluntary  lies,  as  is  clone  on  behalf  of  non 
paying  and  bankrupt  banks.  But,  as  has  been  observ- 
ed by  me  before,  such  lies  being  divided  among 
the  directors,  and  again  subdivided  among  the 
stockholders  at  large,  the  share  of  each  is  so  small 
that  the  most  conscientious  does  not  feel  the  weight 
of  it!  And  these  as  they  who  vex  the  country,  and 
break  up  families  fay  suits  at  law  against  persons 
for  not  paying  their  debts!  Oj  that  my  power  were 
equal  to  my  will,  to  retaliate  on  iniquity  the  pangs 
it  inflicts,  and  learn  bank  directors  mercy  through 
a suffering  of  the  pains  they  impose! — the  sheriff 
should  penetrate  their  vaults — the  “beggarly 
account  of  empty  boxes”  should  be  exposed — and 
their  paper,  their  bank  paper,  should  be  burnt  by 
the  common  hangman,  as  forgeries  on  honor  and 
honesty. 

The  excuse  why  the  banks  should  not  pay  their 
debts,  if  ever  well  founded,  no  longer  exists — it  is 
the  base  principle  of  avarice  and  speculation  that 
pi’everts  nine  out  of  ten  of  them  from  doing  justice 
to  their  creditors.  What  impudence  is  it  in  them 
to  make  high  dividends  o^ profits,  when  they  do  not 
pay  their  debts? — It  is  superlative  assurance  and  un- 
rivaled brazenness;  were  it  committed  by  an  indivi- 
dual it  would  cause  all  men  to  call  him  'Iffi’^illain. 
[Heaven  grant  me  patience  to  speak  of  such  trans- 
actions in  words  fitted  for  the  ears  of  my  readers!] 
If  the  banks  have  not  money,  (I  do  not  mean  rags)  to 
meet  their  engagements,  let  their  dividends,  at 
least,  be  sacrificed  to  purchase  it — nay,  the  capital 
itself  should  be  boldly  touched  to  accomplish  such 
an  honorable  purpose.  Why  should  it  not  be — do 
not  they  demand  it  ot' their  debtors?  They  may  be 
forced  to  this  as  they  force  others — the  people, 
the  laboring,  productive  classes,  must  refuse  the 
bills  of  any  bank  that  will  not  pay  its  debts;  or,  if 
they  receive  them,  they  ought  to  protest  and  sue 
them,  just  like  the  banks  are  accustomed  to  protest 
and  she  the  meanest  men  of  the  communityT  Justice 
is— justice;  and  the  speculators  should  be  taught 
that  the  law  is  equally  for  tiie  benefit  of  all.  Nay, 
I am  inclined  to  believe,  or  at  least  to  hope,  that 
the  managers  of  such  banks  as  I have  described, 
may  be  indicted,  and,  to  a happy  issuejoe  prosecuted 
as  combinations  for  fraudulent  purposes. 

I am  very  strong  m the  belief  that  zve  shall  get  to 
this  point  by  and  bye;  these  associations  zvill  be  co?i- 
vinced  they  are  not  above  the  la-w.  One  or  trvo  inder 
pendent  upright  men  in  every  tozonand  village,  might 
cause  our  paper  banks  to  disappear  like  shadows — 

lET  THEM  PERISH,  THAT  THE  PEOPLE  MAY  BE  SAVE!)! 

The  welfare  of  the  two  is  incompatible,-  and  the  interest 
of  the  unproductive  crafty  should  sink  for  the  good  of 
the  industrious  undesigning. 

But  to  the  banks  that,  wifh  courtesy  and  good 
faith,  really  exert  themselves  to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions, let  every  facility  and  aid  be  extended!  They 
should  never  be  pressed,  except  of  necessity— ]\\&t 
as  a good  man  would  press  an  honest  one  struggling 
with  adversity.  The  fitness  of  things,  as  well 
as  the  public  interest,  is  deeply  concerned  in  sup- 
porting such  institutions — we  shall  have  to  rely  upon 
them  to  stand  between  us  and  the  general  distress  that 
must  follow  the  banking  explosion  that  -will  inevitably, 
and  very  shortly,  take  place.  There  is  not  one  re- 
flecting man  in  the  United  States  wiio  believes  that 
the  present  banking  mania  can  rage  and  increase  as 
it  does  without  producing  banking  death— Kx\d  I 
say,  the  sooner  it  comes  to  pass  the  better.  Our 
country,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  every  day  wast- 
ing the  strength  needful  for  tlie  blow  vp.  'Let  it 
come,  before  the  vigor  of  the  laboring  classes  (who 
only  can  be  relied  upon  to  resuscitate  credit  by 


I production) is  blasted  by  speculation — the  Upas,  not 
fabulous,  to  destroy  all  within  its  atmospheric 
range.  A remnant  shall  be  saved — as  a living  testi- 
mony that  “honesty  is  the  best  policy.” 

A few  words  of  exhortation,  and  Isliall  close  tl.is 
article.  I assure  the  distant  reaclev.s  of  t!ie  I’Frfis- 
TER  of  an  unhesitating  l)elief  that  the  banks  of 
Baltimore  are  as  solvent  as  any  in  our  country- - 
even  us  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  But  several 
of  tltem  (f  as  is  the  case  every  where  else,J  .are  ma- 
naged by  directors  who  trafic  with  each  other  for 
seats  at  their  boards,  and  really  buy  ajid  sell  votes 
like  common  merchandize.  To  two  of  the  Balti- 
more banks  I give  this  serious  caution— -that  if  they 
do  not  refrain  from  discounting  for  certain  shavers, 
the  very  notes  that  they  refuse  to  steady  mechanics  ami 
moderate  dealers,  I v/ill  ear-lug  them  forth  before  the 
public,  by  name,  and  bring'  the  case  to  issue,  if 
they  please,  before  a jury  of  my  fellow-citizens. — 
I dare  do  this — and  T pledge  myself  that  J will  do 
it,  if  these  harpies  are  much  longer  enedded  to  infiience 
the  banks  alluded  to  in  the  course  just  stated.  If  tiie 
people  will  not  support  me  in  this — let  thsm  he 
shaved! 

Some  things  that  I have  said  may  be  rough — but 
they  are  wholesome,  and  suited  to  the  occasion. 


The  paper  system — No.  I. 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  REOISTER. 

,Sir — I have  read  with  much  satisfaction  your 
late  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  present  system  of 
banking,  as  by  courtesy  it  is  called,  and  heartily 
wish  you  success  in  the  arduous  t-ask  you  have  un- 
dertaken. I am  aware  of  the  opposition  you  will 
encounter  from  the  mighty  myriads  that  are  wal- 
lowing in  the  filth  of  this  corrupt  system:,  and  of 
the  abuse  which  you  will  probably  be  fated  to  en- 
counter. I know  also  that  plam  downrigbj^tnilli 
must  ever  in  the  end  prove  an  overmatch  for  inte- 
rested falsehood,  and  ferret  it  from  all  those  secret 
vaults  and  obscure  retreats,  where  it  is  accustomed 
to  hide  itself  from  the  eyes  of  mankind;  above  all, 
T feel  assured,  that  whatever  manly  firmness,  plain 
unanswerable  reasoning,  and  clearness  of  detail  can 
perform,  will  be  accomplished  by  you.  But  .as  the 
task  will  be  laborious,  and  as  your  other  duties 
must  necessarily  interfere  at  times  with  this  great 
undertaking,  I have  tliought  it  possible  the  offer 
of  aid  from  a plain  well  meaning  tnan  like  myself 
might  be  acceptable.  I therefore  propose  to  con- 
sider the  system  of  banking,  as  it  is  now  in  opera- 
tion in  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  various 
classes  of  the  community — to  trace  its  effects  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  merchant,  the  manufacturer, 
the  agriculturalist,  the  mechanic,  tlie  labourer,  ami 
the  class  of  people  drawing  their  support  from  re- 
gular and  stationary  incomes. 

In  the  second  place,  I propose,  unless  you  and  1 
should  both  become  tired  of  ilie  subject,  to  demon- 
strate the  impossibility  of  such  a syJitem  remain- 
ing permanent  in  any  country,  and  the  certainty 
that  its  failure  will  involve  the  ruin  of  a large  por- 
tion of  the  community,  together  with  the  revolu- 
tion of  one  half  of  tlie  real  property  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 

With  your  permission,  » will  then  trace  its  ef- 
fects on  the  morals  and  habits  of  tlie  people,  and 
the  certain  consequences  that  will  result  from  cre- 
adng  a mass  of  monied — or  rather,  paper  iasi  itu- 
tions,  tiiat  will,  and  in  fact  already  do,  poHutetlu; 
fountains  of  justice,  and  poi-?on  th.'-  sour'e^^  of  le  - 
gislative purity, 
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I prefer  iliis  me'hod  of  considering*  the  subject, 
becunse  it  enables  me  to  bring  it  borne  to  every 
man’s  busli'css  and  bosom.  Enough,  and  more 
than  enough  has  been  written  by  economists  and 
fu’.au'ciei  s,  to  puzzle  and  confound  the  human  un- 
derstanding, and  envelope  the  elements  of  this  sci- 
ence, whie'a  like  those  of  all  others  are  simple  in 
their  nature,  in  an  obscurity  which  even  the 
brightest  rays  of  intellect  cannot  enlighten,  and 
through  which  the  most  penetrating  genius  fears 
to  grope  its  way.  Where  first  principles  are  in- 
%mlved  in  darkness,  the  truth  must  be  sought  in 
practical  results.  I have  another  reason  for  pur- 
suing this  method  of  enquiry — my  object  is  a plain 
appecl  to  the  undervStandings  of  the  people, 
with  whom  alone  the  remedy  of  this  great  evil  now 
rests.  S alesmen  and  legislatures  have  of  late  be- 
come  confounded  with  banks  and  bank  directors — 
and  sad  experience  has  convinced  me  that  it  is  now 
in  vain  to  appeal  eitlier  to  the  reason  of  statesmen 
or  tlie  feelings  of  legislators.  In  seeking  for  one 
or  the  other,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find 
eacli,  combined  in  the  form  of  a director  of  somQ 
piper  bank,  so  tliat  the  important  personage  unites 
within  liimself  all  the  constituents  of  greatness. — 
I'l  bis  capacity  as  statesman,  he  devises  expedients 
for  the  national  happiness — in.  his  character  of  le- 
gislator, he  makes  laws  to  carry  these  into  effect — 
and  in  his  station  of  bank  director,  it  is  both  his 
duty  and  his  interest  to  make  both  the  expedient 
and  the  law  subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  bank- 
ing system  of  which  he  is  a member. 

It  i.s  therefore,  I repeat,  too  late  to  turn  our  eyes 
to  this  quarter  for  relief.  The  legislatures  have 
forged  chains,  not  only  for  the  people,  but  for  them- 
selves, and  are  now  m miserable  durance  to  cor- 
porations of  dieir  own  creation!  They  have  built 
up  a structure  which  they  have  not  power  to  pull 
down,  and  which  they  have  not  the  will,  if  they 
had  tlie  power  to  destroy.  To  the  people  then  I 
ni:-ke  the  last  appeal,  and  earnestly  desire  their  at- 
tention to  the  plairv  practical,  matter  of  fact  state- 
ments and  reasonings  I shall  propose  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

To  you,  Mr.  Niles,  I tender  my  thanks,  that,  at 
length,  through  your  means,  there  is  one  sober,  re- 
ttpecfable  and  p.itriotic  paper  open  to  the  voice  of 
truth  and  the  just  eomplaints  of  tlie  people.  I am 
aware  of  tiie  risks  you  run  by  this  honest  intrepi- 
dity. You  will,  I fear,  never  get  another  discount 
— you  will  become  unpopular  on  ’change — you  will 
be  denounced  at  the  boards  of  directors — and, above 
all,  you  will  assuredly  get  the  ill-will  of  all  the 
numerous  descendants  of  those  honest  people  who 
were  driven  out  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem—you 
will,  in  short,  be  persecuted  by  the  money-cliang- 
(Vi,  money-brokers  and  lottery-office  men,  that 
fatten  into  portentous  maturity  in  the  corruption  of 
liie  baukingsystem— -the  one  will  shave  you  terribly 
if  you  ever  want  to  borrow  money^ — and  the  others 
will,  ] fear,  never  sell  you  any  of  their  high  prizes. 

SliU,  sir,  under  the  most  multiplied  suflering.s, 
an  hof.est  lieart  is  not  devoid  of  consolations  that 
b;mk-directors  cannot  give,  nor  brokers  takeaway 
I'here  are  always  a few  worthy  people,  even  in  the 
most  coiTupt  times,  whose  silent  approbation  is 
wortli  haying,  and  vv’hica  is  always  given  to  under- 
takings like  yours.  But  there  is  a yet  more  inde- 
pendecit  graiilicati  m;  the  silent  testinony  of  an  ap- 
proving conscience,  which  makes  ample  amends 
for  the  i jJicuie  ofsuen  exulced  personages  as  bank 
du’cctorsj  nioiiey  brokers,  .and  lottery-office  men. 
fbat  they  may  not,  Jiowever,  have  all  the  latigli  to 
•themselves,  1 purpose,  with  the  blessing  of  Hea- 


ven, in  the  course  of  these  letters  to  draw  a full 
length  likeness  of  each  of  these  professions;  and 
if  there  should  be  found  in  the  general  features 
a striking  likeness  of  any  individual  of  either 
tribe,  although  I really  mean  to  avoid  all  formal  al- 
lusions, I shall  certainly  not  disclaim  any  applica- 
tion of  the  picture  to  the  original,  let  it  be  what 
it  may.  They  are  all  of  the  same  blood,  and  of 
course  there  will  be  a family  likeness. 

With  these  observations  I shall  conclude  this 
letter,  as  I ara  fearful  of  encroaching  on  your  li- 
mits. In  my  next,  I shall  treat  of  the  effects  of 
the  present  system  of  banking,  on  the  mer- 
chants, for  whose  especial  benefit  and  convenience 
banks  were  originally  supposed  to  be  constituted, 
but  who,  I trust  I shall  demonstrate  pretty  clearly, 
are  in  a fair  way  of  becoming  victims  of  the 
monster,  that  was  once  their  abject  slave.  Banks 
are  like  the  evil  genius  in  Arabian  stories,  which 
was  a useful  dxnoon,  while  held  in  servitude,  but 
a most  unfeeling  task  master,  whenever  he  broke 
his  chains. 


Statistical  Works. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  attention  of 
congress  has  been  roused  to  a just  consideration 
of  the  statistical  labors  of  Dr.  Seybert  and  Mr. 
Pitkin— ^ov  the  public  good  must  be  eminently 
promoted  by  the  careful  researches  of  these  ca- 
pable gentlemen.  The  science  of  statistics,  if 
it  may  be  so  called,  has  been  exceedingly  neglec- 
ted in  the  United  States;  but  a growing  spirit  is 
manifested  to  encourage  a knowledge  of  it,  and, 
certainly,  there  is  no  possible  way  in  which  a 
body  of  useful  facts  can  be  so  clearly  communi- 
cated to  the  common  understanding,  as  by  tabu,- 
lar  statements,  comparative  and  explanatory. 
Very  often — hundreds  of  times,  perhaps,  when  I 
have  had  occasion  to  examine  the  monotonous 
and,  frequently,  almost  incomprehensible  tables 
that  are  attached  to  some  of  the  official  reports 
of  the  several  departments  of  government,  and 
to  reflect  on  the  lumber  of  paper  that  is  thrown 
between  an  enquiring  mind  and  the  facts  desired 
to  be  ascertained,  together  with  the  mis-arrange- 
ment  of  the  matter — I have  thought  that  no 
small  thing  could  be  done  to  produce  a more 
beneficial  effect,  than  the  appointment  of  some 
suitable  person  to  reside  at  Washington,  with  a 
liberal  salary,  whose  sole  business  it  should  be 
to  collect,  arrange  and  publish  such  tables;  add- 
ing thereto  the  mass  of  useful  information  which 
a free  access  to  documentary  facts  would  enable 
him  to  give  to  the  public. 

If  his  salary  were  3000  dollars  a year,  he  might  save 
it  twice  over,  most  probably,  in  the  cost  of  print- 
ing these  tabular  statements — and,  when  they 
were  printed,  they  would  answer  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  intended, — be  understood,  and 
referred  to  with  pleasure. 

IX  SEXATE — APnil  10,  1818. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion authorising  a subscription  for  five  hundred 
copies  of  statistical  annals,  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished by  Adam  Seybert,  and  the  purchase  of  a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  a statistical  view  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by  Timothy 
Piikin,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  liie  manuscript  of  Doctor  Se)'bert’s  work 
has  been  submitted  to  their  inspection,  and,  in  their 
opinion,  it  combines  a mass  of  various  and  valuable 
facts  and  materials,  collected  with  thorough  dili- 
gence from  authentic  documents,  lucidly  and  coip. 
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veniently  arranged  and  methodized.  Its  main  ob- 
ject appears  to  be  to  furnish  complete  information 
as  to  the  past  and  present  state  of  the  population, 
navigation,  commerce,  manufactures,  army,  navy, 
public  lands,  and  finances  of  the  United  States,  and 
a series  of  important  facts,  in  relation  to  these 
and  other  connected  subjects,  is  condensed  into 
tabular  forms  and  statements,  exhibiting  in  one 
view  an  entire  and  comparative  history  Of  each 
subject.  To  this  work,  much  time,  industry,  and 
abiiity,  must  have  been  devotedj  and  it  forms  a 
vast  depository  of  information,  the  whole  of  which 
is  useful  and  interesting,  and  some  of  which,  from; 
the  conflagration  of  the  public  offices,  and  other  un- 
toward events,  is  now,  perhaps,  no  where  else  pre- 
served. It  must  be  apparent,  then,  that  this  work 
must  be  deemed  necessary  and  acceptable  to  every 
functionary  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
either  in  its  administrative  or  legislative  depart- 
ments. It  was  principally  for  their  use  the  work 
Was  designed.  It  will  expedite  and  facilitate  the 
performance  of  their  respective  duties,  and  it  is 
therefore  natural  and  proper,  that  it  should  receive 
their  protection  and  encouragement.  It  appears 
to  the  committee  altogether  hopeless,  that  the 
publication  of  these  statistical  annals  can  other- 
wise be  obtained.  It  will  not  be  undertaken  by  the 
author  at  his  own  risk.  From  the  variety  of  nu 
merical  tables,  the  expense  of  printing  would  con- 
siderably exceed  that  of  ordinary  books,  and,  as 
profit  cannot  be  expected  from  the  sale  of  a work, 
which,  from  Its  nature,  can  never  be  in  a certain 
sense  popular,  there  is  no  inducement  to  stimulate 
the  enterprize  of  a bookseller. — Works  of  a simi 
lar  description  in  other  countries  have  frequently 
been  published  at  the  national  charge,  and  surely 
there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  our  liberal  in- 
stitutions, that  ought  to  induce  us,  as  freely  as  any 
other  nation,  to  give  publicity  to  all  we  have  done, 
as  fully  to  deveiope  the  principles  of  our  policy, 
and  to  ascertain  as  clearly  the  causes  of  our  pros 
perity.  And  it  may  be  added,  that  the  best  mode 
of  deriving  benefit  from  experience,  of  rendering 
what  is  valuable  in  our  system  of  political  economy 
permanent,  and  of  reforming  what  is  injudicious 
and  erroneou.s,  can  best  be  suggested  by  a syste- 
matic collation  of  the  facts  and  principles,  on  which 
that  system  is  established. 

The  most  of  the  foregoing  remarks  are  likewise 
strictly  applicable  to  Mr.  Pitkin’s  published  work, 
entitled  commercial  statistics  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a work  of  undoubted  merit  and  utility,  its  facts 
are  drawn  from  authentic  official  documents,and  its 
numerical  tables  and  calculations  exhibit  great  in- 
dustry and  accuracy  of  research.  It  is  understood, 
that,  intrinsically  valuable  as  this  work  is,  it  has 
produced  little  or  no  profit  to  the  publisher  or  the 
author,  and  it  appears  to  the  committee  it  would 
be  unjust  and  ungrateful  to  distinguish  one  of  these 
works  by  the  pi'aise  and  patronage  of  congress, 
and  leave  the  other  unnoticed  and  unrewarded. 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  a 
subscription  for  both  these  works  ought  to  be  au- 
thorized, and  report  a bill  for  that  purpose. 


British  Parliament. 

HOUSE  or  COMMONS,  FEB.  13. 

Sufferings  under  the  suspensioji. — Mr.  Oennet  said 
he  held  in  his  hand  a petition  from  one  of  those  un- 
fortunate men  who  suffered  so  much  severity  and 
real  cruelty  under  the  suspension  aCt;  it  v/as  from 
Joseph  Mitchell,  at  Liverpool.  He  most  certainly 
believed  the  representations  of  harsh  usage,  unau* 


thorised  cruelty,  and  wanton  treatment  in  the  pe- 
tition to  be  true.  The  facts  v/ere  such  as  claimed 
the  most  serious  attention  of  the  house,  and  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  called  upon  them  not  to  pass 
a bill  of  indemnity  to  screen  ministers  from  the 
consequences  of  their  abuse  of  the  powers  entru.st- 
ed  to  them,  f Hear ^ hear.J 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  had  a petition  from  another 
of  the  same  class  of  sufferers.  Tt  was  from  Tho- 
mas Evans,  of  Newcastle-street,  Strand:  It  contain- 
ed  a complaint  of  afflictions  and  cruelties,  such  as 
he  had  represented  in  his  petition  last  year,  and  of- 
fered to  prove  the  truth  of  his  representations. — 
The  prayer  was  for  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the 
allegations  of  the  petition.  It  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bennet  next  presented  a petition  from  Wm. 
Ogden,  an  aged  man  of  74  years,  who  had  been 
taken  up  under  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus act.  On  his  arrest,  he  was  ironed  and  bound 
by  a chain  with  some  young  men.  The  manacle 
with  which  his  hands  were  fettered,  weighed  30  lb. 
Its  pressure  at  length  broke  his  hand-,  his  cries  for 
assistance  were  unavailing,  as  the  gaoler  could  not 
hear;  and  under  this  torture  he  suffered  for  sixteen 
hours.  He  bad  seventeen  children  by  his  two  wives, 
and  was  rendered  by  his  sufferings  wholly  unfft  to 
follow  his  employment.  He  declared  before  God 
he  had  been  guilty  of  no  wrong,  and  prayed  no  in- 
demnity should  be  granted  without  examination. 

The  petition,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Bennet,  was  ful- 
ly read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  beheld  in  his  hand  a 
petition,  detailing  facts,  which,  while  he  was  read- 
ing them,  almost  induced  him  to  believe  that  he 
was  living  under  the  brutal  despotism  of  the  dey 
of  Algiers.  It  was  the  petition  of  John  Stuart, 
ivho  underwent  tortures  the  most  inhuman  and  dis- 
graceful. An  innocent  man  he  had  a right  to  be- 
lieve him;  but  who,  whether  guilty  or  innocent, 
ought  not  to  be  treated  in  the  disgraceful  manner 
stated  in  the  petition.  But  the  house  should  feel, 
that  the  petitioner  was  prevented  by  the  very  con- 
duct of  his  accusers,  from  establishing  his  inno- 
cence before  a proper  tribunal.  The  petitioner 
stated  that  he  had  been  arrested  at  Glasgow,  on  the 
22nd  of  Feb.  last,  and  from  that  date  to  the  26th 
ult.  was  immured  in  a cell,  without  fire,  candle, 
victuals,  or  a bed.  He  had  a wife  and  three  chil- 
dren depending  on  his  labor,  as  a weaver;  he  pray- 
ed, therefore,  redress  for  his  losses.  The  petitioa 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

April  16.— The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Goldsborongh  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows:  ’ 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stat-s 
be  requested  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  lay  be- 
fore  the  senate,  at  an  early  period  of  their  next  sea  ■ 
sion,  a list  of  such  offices  of  the  customs,  witli  the 
name  of  their  officers,  salaries,  emoluments,  and 
the  places  where  held,  as  it  may  be  proper  to  sup- 
press and  discharge,  in  consequence  of  their  ".npro- 
ductiveness,  the  inconsiderable  services  rendered 
or  of  any  other  cause. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  buildings  for  the 
executive  departments^  was  passed. 

The  sepate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  inakingappropriatioas  For  the  public  buildiii  rs, 
and  for  furnishing  the  capiiol  and  president’s 
house. 
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Mr.  Lacock  moved  lo  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
clause  making-  an  appropriation  for  commencing 
the  erection  of  ihe  centre  building  of  the  capitol. 

Tills  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas! 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Eppes,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Stokes  Taylor,  Wil- 
son.—6. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barhdm-,  Biirrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Jolnison,  King, 
Leake,  Maeoti,  Morrill,  Otis,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tait,  Tal- 
bot, Ticheiior,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  of  Ten. 
—24. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to 
what  has  already  been  expended,  for  furnishing  the 
presideot’s  house. 

I his  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Mncoii  and  Mr. 
Eppes,  at  some  length,  and  briefly  by  Mr,  Wilson-, 
after  which, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Y’^EAS.— Messrs.  Burriil,  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Eppes,  Macon, 
Morrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Ticiienor,  Wilson. — ll.  , 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Joiinson,  King,  Lacock,  Leake, 
Morrill,  ©tis,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Storcr,  Tait,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  of  Fen.— 22. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a third 
time,  as  amended  by  the  senate. 

April  17. — The  senate  took  up  and  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  house  of  representatives  to 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  States. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  a mo- 
tion submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Tait,  requesting 
of  the  executive  a full  slaiement  respecting  the 
navy  pension  fund,  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  as 
early  as  possible  at  the  next  session,  which  was 
agreed  lo. 

Many  reports  and  bills  were  variously  disposed 
of. 

The  senate  having  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  other  house  to  increase  the  duties  on 
iron  in  bars  and  bolls,  iron  in  pigs,  castings,  nails 
and  allum;  A motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  ^*one  dollar,''  being  the  rate  of  duty 
per  100  weight,  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts  manu- 
factured without  rolling,  and  decided  as  follows: 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lavd,' Goldsboro ugii,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Macon,  Morrill,  Otis, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Storer,  Tait,  Taylor,  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams,  of 
'I'en.-W. 

NAYS-— Messrs.  Burriil,  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Horse)’,  Hunter, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tiche- 
Bcr,  Van  Dyke,  Wilson. — 15. 

A id  the  words  “seventy-five  cents”  were  insert- 
ed in  iieij  of  “one  dollar”  thus  stricken  out. 

'I’lie  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading, 

April  18.  Th.e  senate  sat  all  day,  and  met  also  in 
the  evening  at  7 o’clock  and  sat  until  near  11 
o’clock.  The  result  of  their  proceedings  is  stated 
below. 

IMany  bills  were  passed — among  them  the  bill  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice. An  act  supplementary  \o  the  several  acts  re- 
hdiv.e  to  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties. 

Also  many  with  amendments,  which  yet  require 
I’le  sanction  of  tiie  house — among  them  tlie  bill  to 
increase  the  duties  on  certain  Tna’uifictured  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  United  Stales  (copper,  sad- 
(iiery,  ilnssia  sheeting,  cut  glass,  &.c.)  Providing 
ior  due  depo.sites  of  wines  and  distilled  spirits  in 
puhlic  wai-ciiouses.  I'o  continue  in  force  from  and 
alter  (he  30th  June,  1819,  toiliesame  date  in  1826 
so  much  o!  the  act  “to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  oilier  purposes,”  as  re- 
uites  to  the  duties  on  woolen  and  cotton  goods 
(the  amemlrnent  not  changing  tlie  principle.)  Re- 
i peeling  tlie  organization  of  the  army.  For  the 


relief  of  certain  friendly  Creek  Indians.  To  in- 
crease the  duty  on  iron  imported,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  in  1789. 

The  bill  concerniifg  invalid  pensioners,  from  the 
liouseof  representatives,  was  rejected  (on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  period  of  the  .session  at  which 
it  was  sent  up,  not  allowing  room  for  due  investi- 
gation of  the  numerous  cases  included  in  it.) 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  certain  officers  therein  men- 
tioned, were  taken  up. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  that  amendment 
which  proposes  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  the  question  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burriil,  Fromentin,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Johnson,  King,  Otis,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Storer,  Van  Dyke,  Williams 
of  Ten.— 13. 

NAYS.— Messrs  .Eppes,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrill,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Smith, Tait, Talbot, Taylor,  Williams  of  Miss.  Wil- 
son.—13. 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  same  bill, 
which  reduced  the  salaries  proposed  for  the  heads 
of  departments  from  6,500  to  5,500,  was  agreed  to, 
with  an  amendment  (yet  requiring  the  concurrence 
of  the  house)  fixing  them  at  6000. 

Various  other  bills  passed  different  stages,  but 
were  not  conclusively  acted  on. 

April  20, — A number  of  bills  were  lost  by  the 
operation  of  the  rule  which  forbids  a bill  receiv- 
ing two  readings  on  the  same  day,  unless  by  unani- 
mous consent;  among  which  were,  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  gen.  John  Stark.  A bill  to  suspend  the  sale 
of  certaLn  lands  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  Mis^ 
sissippi  territory,  &c.  was  postponed. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  finished  its 
session  about  eight  o’clock  last  evening.  All  the 
bills  have  passed  into  acts,  whose  passage  in 
both  houses  has  been  noticed,  except  the  bill 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, which  was  postponed  indefinitely  in  the 
senate,  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  houses  re- 
specting amendments  thereto. 

All  the  bills  relating  to  the  collection  of  revenue 
from  imports,  &c.  and  duties  on  imported  articles, 
which  have  been  noticed  as  having  received  their 
tliird  reading,  have  become  laws. 

The  session  has  terminated  harmoniously,  and  the 
members  have  separated,  with  th§  consciousness 
of  having  generally  devoted  themselves  to  their 
public  duties  in  an  exemplary  manner,  and  enter- 
taining towards  each  other  reciprocal  feelings  of 
respect  and  good  will. — Mat.  hit. 

HOUSE  or  RErnESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  16. — From  the  observations  made 
on  pas.sing  tlie  bill  to  authorize  the  recovery  of  pub- 
lic monies,  with  special  reference  to  delinquent 
p.iymasters,  as  mentioned  in  our  last,  it  appear.^ 
that  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  have 
not  felt  themselves  justified  in  bringing  suits 
against  any  delinquent, until  the  balance  in  his  hands 
was  ascertained — the  object  of  tlie  bill  was  to  co- 
erce setllernents. 

Conslitutional  amendment  ] — Mr.  herds  offered  for 
coinsideration  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  oj" representatives 
of  the  Uuaed  States  of  Arnedca,  in  congress  assem- 
bled, tiuo  thirds  of  the  same  coiicurring,  That  the  fo 
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lowing'  sections  he  recommended  to  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  for  their  adoption,  as  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. — 

I.  The  president  of  the  United  States  shall  not, 
in  future,  have  the  power  of  approving  or  disap- 
proving any  bill,  or  bills,  or  joint  resolutions, 
passed  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

If,  The  senate  and  bouse  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  shall,  by  joint  ballot,  appoint  to 
offices,  and  fill  all  vacancies,  in  the  judiciary  of 
the  United  States. 

in.  The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  shall  appoint,  by  joint  ballot,  the 
following  heads  of  departments,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice shall  continue years;  but  may  be  remov- 

ed from  office  at  any  time,  during  the  term  for 
which  they  were  elected,  for  inability  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  office,  or  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors— 

1st,  A secretary  of  the  treasury  who  shall  appoint 
all  officers  belonging  to  the  department  of  the 
treasury, 

2d.  A secretary  of  war,  who  shall  have  the  pow- 
er of  appointing  all  officers,  both  civil  and  military, 
belonging  to  the  department  of  war. 

Sd.  A secretary  of  the  navy,  who  shall  have  the 
power  to  appoint  all  officers,  both  civil  and  milita- 
ry, belonging  to  the  department  of  the  navy. 

4th.  A post-master  general,  who  shall  have  the 
power  to  appoint  all  officers  belonging  to  the  post- 
office  department. 

IV.  Vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation 
or  removal’  from  office  in  the  judiciary,  or  the 
heads  of  departments, during  the  recess  of  congress, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  president,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval or  rejection  of  congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion. 

y.  The  heads  of  departments  shall  be  amena- 
ble to  congress  for  all  appointments  made  by  them: 
and,  to  prevent  improper  recommendations  to  of- 
fice, whenever  any  person  in  office  shall  be  convict- 
ed of  any  crime,  misdemeanor,  or  be  dismissed  from 
office  for  neglect  of  duty,  the  name  of  the  person 
so  convicted  or  dismissed,  with  the  name,  or 
names,  of  those  who  recommended  him  to  office, 
shall  be  advertised  for  six  months,  in  some  news- 
paper in  every  state  and  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  there  shall  be  a printing  office. 

VI.  No  member  of  congress  shall  be  appointed 
to  any  office,  either  civil  or  military,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  and  for  twelve  months  there- 
after. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lewis,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RoJjertson,  of  Louisiana,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties, ail  the  records  and  official  documents  apper- 
taining to  the  government  of  Louisiana,  particular- 
ly such  as  concerns  grants  and  titles  to  land,  which 
may  have  been  taken  out  of  that  country  at  the  pe- 
riod of  its  cession  to  the  United  States. 

And  a committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
president  of  the  United  States  with  the  said  reso- 
lution. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.'] — Mr.  H.  J\Telson,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  having  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  au- 
thorise the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
vice  president,  See. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Moore  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill. 


Whereupon,  Mr.  Poindexter,  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate  of 
two  or  three  hours- 

This  question  being  taken  on  the  Indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  v.^as  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Austin,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Va.  Barber,  Ohio 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bennett,  Blount,  vBoden,  Burwell,  Campbell, 
Claiborne,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Darlington,  Desha,  Drake  Ed- 
wards, Ellicott,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Floyd,  Forney,  Gage,  Ganiett  Hen- 
dricks, Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmes 
Con.  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntingdon,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson,  Va! 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  Marehand,  Mason.  R.  i. 
Mercer,  Merrill,  Miller,  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  T.  M.  Nelson 
Ogle,  Owen,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peter,  Pleasants,  Poindexter! 
Porter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Sampson,  Savage,  Scudder,  Set- 
tle, Sherwood,  Slocumb,  Bai.  Smith,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart,  N.  C. 
Stuart,  Md.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker  S.  C 
Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Ken.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside. 
Wdhams,  Con.  Wilkin— 85.  ’ 

NAYS.- Messrs.  Adams,  Allen.  Vt.  Bassett,  Bloomfield,  Boss 
Butler,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Colston,  Crafts,  Forsyth,  Hall,  Del.  Harri! 
son,  Hiester,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Johnson  Ky.  Kirtland, Lowndes 
W.P.  Maclay,  M‘Coy,  Mason,  Mass.  Middleton,  Moseley,  Mum-’ 
ford,  H.  Nelson,  Pawling,  Pindail,  Pitkin,  Rich,  Richards,  Ro- 
bertson, Ken.  Robertson,  Lou. . Ruggles,  Rodgers,  Sawyer  Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Simpkins,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Strong 
Strother,  Townsend,  Trimble,  Upham,  Whitman,  Williams,  N.  C.’ 
Wilson,  Penn.— 50. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  house  in  coramitte  of  the  whole,  spent  some 
time  on  the  general  invalid  pensioners  bill.  Among 
those  added  to  the  list  was  Charles  Earnest,  a poor 
dumb  boy,  whose  fatiier  died  of  a wound  received 
at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg.  Mr.  Clay,  after  a short 
but  touching  appeal  to  the  best  feelings  of  the  house, 
moved  to  authorise  an  annual  pension  of  250  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  unfortunate 
orphan  at  the  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
Connecticut — there  was  only  one  dessenting  voice 
to  the  proposition. 

Friday,  April  17.-— On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasa?its’ 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  in- 
structed  to  lay  before  this  house,  at  an  early  peri- 
od of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a statement  of 
the  different  places  in  the  United  States  in  which 
provision  is  made  for  the  accommodation  of  sea- 
men, under  the  several  laws  relating  to  navy  and 
marine  hospitals,  the  number  of  persons,  as  nearly 
as  it  can  be  ascertained,  annually  accommodated 
at  each,  and  the  expense  attending  the  same;  also 
an  estimate  of  the  costs  which  will  attend  the  erec- 
tion of  a naval  hospital  at  this  place,  sufficiently 
large  for  the  number  of  persons  annually  provided 
for. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  instructed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  w’he- 
ther  any,  and  if  any,  what  reduction  may  be  made 
ill  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  with  safety  to  the  public  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he 
is  liereby  instructed  to  report^o  this  house  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what  change  ouglit  to  be  made, 
in  the  ration  established  by  law;  and  also  report 
a system  for  the  esUiblishment  of  a commissariat 
for  the  army. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  after  being  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  “what  reduction”  0/  the  expenses 
0/— the  establishment,  in  the  tirst  resolution. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  compel  deii.cquent  pay- 
masters to  settle  their  accounts,  w'as  read  the  third 
time,  and  tlien,  on  moiion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  bill  to  enforce  neutrality. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Air.  Forsyth,  disagreed 
to  that  amendment  of  the  senate  v/lach  proposed 
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to  contiiMie  in  force  so  much  of  the  act  of  1797  as 
male's  it  punishable  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  for  a citizen  to  take,  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  a commission  to  serve  against  any 
foreii^n  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

The  remainder  of  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
were  ag'reed  to  by  the  house. 

’fhe  bill  from  the  seliate  concerning  tonnage  and 
discriminating  duties,  was  reported  by  Mr.  Sey- 
hert,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, without  amendment,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  Indian  agents  and  factors,  was  reported  by 
Mr.  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  or- 

dered to  a third  reading. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  on  the  bill  concerning 
invalid  pensioners;  and  after  receiving  and  discus- 
sing numerous  amendments  proposed  thereto,  the 
bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  house  (having  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lotvndes, 
previously  discharged  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house  therefroml  took  up  successively  the  bills 
^^‘supplementary  to  the  several  acts  relative  to  di 
rect  tax  and  internal  duties,”  and  *‘for  changing 
the  compensation  of  receivers  and  registers  of  land 
offices,”  and  spent  nearly  two  hours  busily  in  ma- 
turing the  details  of  these  bills;  after  which  they 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

OCj^An  evening  session  was  held  in  which  consi- 
derable progress  was  made  in  several  matters. 

Saturday,  April  18. — Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  com 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  upon  the  expenses  incurred  under 
the  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Client,  made  a supplemental  report;  which  was 
real),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore,  and  sundry 
other  memorials  and  petitions  upon  the  subject  of 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United 
States,  made  a report  thereon;  which  was  read  and 
committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

After  some  remarks,  in  support  of  the  proposi- 
tion, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  Stark  was  filled 
up  with  sixty  dollars  per  month  and  passed.  [This 
venerable  soldier  of  the  revolution  is  in  his  nine- 
tieth year,  and  in  indigent  circumstances — the  act 
will  cheer  his  declining  days,  though  he  cannot 
long  enjoy  its  benefits.]  S. — This  bill  has 

failed,  for  form's  sake,  in  the  senate.] 

Considerable  time  was  spent  on  a proposition  to 
extend  the  period  for  the  adjournment  of  the  pre- 
sent session — but  the  house  refused  to  consider  it. 
It  is  observed  that  in  the  house  of  representatives 
there  are  yet  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
subjects  on  the  lists  of  the  order  of  the  day — ma- 
ny of  them  of  a minor  character,  but  others  are 
important. 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  certain  officers  of  the  government 
(the  heads  of  departments;)  and  on  the  bill  to  au- 
tJiorise  a subscription  to  Seybert’s  and  to  Pitkin’s 
st.itistical  Avorks. 

These  bills  were  amended,  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  concerning  tonnage  and 
discriminating  duties  in  certain  cases,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 


Mr.  Bloomfield  moved  that  the  house  should 
meet  to-morrow  (Sunday)— withdrawn.  Mr.  Mer- 
cer moved  that  it  should  meet  at  6,  and  Mr.  Pin- 
dall  at  8 o’clock,  on  Monday  morning — both  nega- 
tived. 

Several  private  bills  were  passed— and  the  house 
adjourned  as  usual. 

Monday,  April  20. — The  amendments  of  the  se- 
nate to  the  amendments  of  this  house  to  the  bill 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment having  been  taken  up — 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Butler  to  postpone 
the  whole  subject  indefinitely;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  39,  noes  56.  ^ 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
of  the  senate,  going  to  substitute  6000  for  5500, 
as  the  salary  of  the  heads  of  departments,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a majority  of  six  votes. 

The  house  then  determined  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ment, (disagreed  to  by  the  senate)  for  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  j udges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  divide  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts,  being  call- 
ed, in  the  order  of  the  day — 

The  bill,  after  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Hopkinaon,^ 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading  and  passed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  an- 
nouncing, that  they  recede  from  so  much  of  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  increasing  the  salaries  of 
certain  officers  of  the  government,  as  relates  to  the 
salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  war  and  of  the  navy, 
that  they  insist  on  that  part  which  relates  to  the  sa- 
laries of  the  secretaries  of  state  and  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  house,  which  raises  the  sala- 
ries of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  that  the  house  should  insist 
on  its  disagreement,  which  was  finally  agreed  to, 
and  the  senate  informed  thereof. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive 
slaves,  &c.  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Pindall,  but  the 
house  refused  to  go  into  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Wilkin  submitted  a joint  resolution,  to  con- 
tinue to  the  widow  and  children  of  John  Paulding, 
deceased,  for  five  years,  the  pension  of  250  dol- 
lars, heretofore  allowed  to  him,  as  one  of  the  cap- 
tors  of  major  Andre. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilkin,  laid  on  the  table,  who  observed 
that  the  members,  having  their  attention  brought 
to  the  subject,  could  bring  with  them  at  the  next 
session  the  public  sentiment  respecting  this  appro- 
priation for  the  children  of  the  patriotic  Paulding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willums,  of  Con,  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  respecting  the  expenses  incurred  under 
the  4th,  5tb,  6th,  and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  the  house  then  proceeded  to  consider 
said  report,  which  concludes  with  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

'Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  arrange  with  the  British  govern- 
ment some  mode  of  designating  the  boundary  line 
under  the  6th  and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  which  shall  require  less  time  and  expense 
than  the  one  which  the  commissioners  have  hereto- 
fore pursued. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

The  house  having  acted  on  all  the  business  be- 
fore it; 

Messrs.  Harrison  and  Pitkin  were  appointed 
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committee  jointly  with  Messrs.  Macon  and  Tm7,i 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  president, 
to  inform  him  that  the  two  bouses,  having  acted  on 
the  business  before  them,  were  ready  to  adjourn; 
and 

The  said  committee  having  reported  that  the 
president  had  no  further  communication  to  make  to 
congress — the  house  adjourned  sine  die. 


Official  list  of  Acts. 

Titles  of  the  acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  the  fif 
teenih  congress  of  the  United  States,  at  their  frst 
session,  (lohich  began  on  the  first  of  December, 
1817,  and  ended  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818.J  to- 
gether  -xvith  a designation  of  the  house  in  -which  they 
respectively  originated,  and  the  date  at  -which  each 
■was  approved  by  the  president.  ^ 

[Authenticated  for  publication  in  the  National  In 
telligencer,  at  the  office  of  the  department  of 
state,  where  the  rolls  are  directed  by  law  to  be 
deposited  for  safe  keeping.] 

1.  An  act  to  abolish  the  internal  duties.  [House. 
Dec.  23,  1817.] 

2.  To  remit  the  duty  on  a painting  presented  to 
the  Pennsylvania  hospital.  [Hous^  Ja  i 14,  1818  ] 

3.  For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Aikman.  [House. 
Jan.  14,  1818.] 

* 4.  Further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 

Mint  at  Philadelphia.  [House.  Jan  14,  1818.] 

5.  An  act  allowing  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  de- 
legates of  the  territories,  and  repealing  all  other 
laws  on  the  subject.  [House.  Jan.  22,  1818.] 

6.  For  the  relief  of  Winslow  and  Henry  Lewis. 
[House.  Jan  22,  1818.] 

7.  For  the  relief  of  Joel  Earwood.  [House.  Jan. 
22,  1818.] 

8.  Making  further  provision  fof  repairing  the 
public  buildings.  [House.  Jan  27, 1818.] 

9.  To  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  merchan- 
dise transported  by  land  conveyance  from  Bristol 
to  Boston,  and  from  Boston  to  Bristol,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  were  transported  coastwise. — 
[Senate.  Feb.  6,  1818.] 

10.  Making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  arrearages  which  have  been  incurred  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishment  previous  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1817.  [House.  Feb.  16, 1818  ] 

11.  To  incorporate  the  Columbian  insurance 
company  of  Alexandria.  [House.  Feb.  16,  1818.] 

12.  Making  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
additional  land  offices  in  the  territory  of  Missouri. 
[House.  Feb.  17,  1818.] 

13.  Making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1818.  [House. 
Feb.  19,  1818.] 

14.  Concerning  the  district  of  Brunswick  in  the 
state  of  Georgia.  [Senate.  March  9,  1818.] 

15.  To  authorise  certain  purchasers  of  public 
land  to  withdraw  their  entries,  and  transfer  tlie 
monies  paid  thereon.  [Senate.  March  9,  1818  ] 

16.  Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
further  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes.” — 
[Senate.  March  9,  1818.] 

17.  For  the  relief  of  major-general  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  [House.  March  9,  1818.] 

18.  Providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
district  of  Marietta,  and  for  the  location  of  claims 
and  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincen- 
nes. [Senate.  March  18,  1818.] 

19.  To  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 


the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  revolutionary  war.  [House,  M;j  cb  18, 1818.  (} 

20.  For  the  relief  of  Israel  Smith.  [House. — 
March  18,  1818] 

21.  Making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1818.  [House 
March  18,  1818] 

22.  For  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  for  the  district  of  Virginia.  [H  use. 
March  19,  1818.] 

23.  Extending  the  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants  in  certain  cases.  [Senate.  March 
27,  1818.] 

24.  In  addition  to  “an  act  making  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described.” 
[Senate.  March  27.  1818.] 

25.  For  the  relief  of  John  Bate.  [House.  April 
3 1818] 

26.  Allowing  additional  salary  and  clerk  hire  to 
the  surveyor  for  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  terri- 
tories,  and  for  other  purposes.  [Senate.  April  3, 
1818.] 

27-  To  provide  for  the  erection  of  a courthouse,, 
jail,  and  public  offices  within  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia.  [House.  April 

3.  1818.] 

28.  For  the  relief  of  John  Small.  [Senate.  A- 
pril  3,  1818.] 

29  To  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  within  the  state  of  Mississippi. 
(House.  April  3,  1818.) 

30  For  the  relief  of  Abraham  Bylngton.  (House. 
April  3.  1818.) 

31  Altering  the  time  for  holding  a session  of 
the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Maine.  (House. 
April  3,  1818.) 

32.  For  the  relief  of  William  Edwards  and  John 
G.  Stubbs.  (Senate.  April  3,  1818.) 

33.  Respecting  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  state  of  New  York.  (House,  April  3, 
1818.) 

34.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
“an  aet  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriate  land  within  the  same,”  passed 
the  eighteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six.  [Senate.  April  4,  1818] 

35.  To  establish  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 
[House.  April  4,  1818  ] 

36.  Declaring  the  consent  of  congress  to  an  act 
of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  reiief  of  sick 

“ and  disabled  American  seamen.  [Senate.  April 

4,  1818.] 

37.  To  regulate  the  fees  of  public  notaries  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 
[Senate.  April  4,  1818  ] 

38.  Concerning  the  bounty  or  allowance  to  fish- 
ing vessels  in  certain  cases.  [Senate.  April  4, 
1818.] 

39.  For  the  relief  of  Cata  Bunnell.  [Senate. — 
A.pril  4,  1818.] 

40.  For  the  relief  of  Martin  Warner.  [Senate. 
April  4,  1818  ] 

41.  Limiting  the  time  for  claims  being  produc- 
ed for  lands  authorized  to  be  granted  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  New  Madrid.  [Senate.  April  9,  1818.] 

42.  To  incorporate  a fire  insurance  company  in 
the  city  of  Washington.  [Senate.  April  9,  1318.] 

43.  For  the  relief  of  Narcissus  Ilroutia  ami 
others.  [House.  April  9,  1818.] 

44.  Confirming  tl'.e  claim  ofTobias  Rb, earns  to  a 
tract  of  land  granted  to  liira  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. [House.  April  9,1818] 
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45.  Concernin,^  the  territory  of  Alabama.  [ House. 

April  9,  1818  ] . . ™ . 4-  f 

46  Making  appropriations  for  the  support  oi 
government  for  the  year  1818.  [House*  April  9, 

47. ^p*or  the  relief  of  Ashael  Clark.  [Senate. 
April  11,  1818.] 

48.  For  the  relief  of  Sarah  Devvees,  relict  and 
M'idovv  of  William  Dewees,  deceased;  and  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  De- 
wees- [House.  April  11,  1818  ] 

49  For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Burnet,  Gibsor* 

riark,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Hubert 
Rowel.  [House.  April  11,  1818.]  _ • 

50  To  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  general  land  office;  and  for  desig- 
natirir  the  western  boundary  line  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary tact.  [Senate.  April  11.  1818.] 

51  To  provide,  for  paying  to  the  state  of  Indiana 
three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  United  States’  lands  within  the 
same.  [Senate.  April  11,  1818.] 

^9  To  chansfe  the  name  of  the  district  of  Erie, 

in  the  stale  of  Ohio,  [[toi.se.  ApriUl,  1818J 

53.  For  the  relief  of  John  Rodgers.  [House. 

April  11,  1818.]  , tt  rt  j 

54.  For  the  relief  Lemuel  H.  Osgood, 

April  11,  1818-1 

55.  For  the  relief  of  general  Moses  Porter. 

[House.  April  13,  1818  ] _ t>  v r c • f 

56.  To  incorporate  the  Mechanic  Re.ief  Society 
of  Alexandria.  [Senate.  April  lo,  1818.] 

To  authorize  the  payment  of  certain  certiri- 
cate.s,  [House.  April  13,  1818  ] . , . 

58  To  repeal  part  of  the  act,  entitled  An^  act 
to  provide  for  surveying  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States.”  [Senate.  April  14,  181^] 

59.  In  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  “An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Thompson.”  [Senate.  April  14, 
1818  1 

60  ■^Making  further  appropriations  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cumberland  road.  [House.  April 

^"^61.  Regulating  the  staff  of  the  army.  [Senate. 
April  14  1818] 

62.  For  the  relief  of  Michael  Jones.  [Senate. 

Anril  16,  1818.1  . . 

*63  Directing  the  manner  of  appointing  Indian 
asrents,  and  con[inning  the  “Act  for  establishing 
trading  houses  v/ith  the  Indian  tribes,  [Senate, 

April  16,  1818.]  . r 

64.  For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
George  Pearson.  [House.  April  16,  1818.] 

65.  Regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments  Oi  bre- 
vet officers.  [Senate.  April  16,  1818.] 

66.  In  addition  to  “An  act  giving  pensions  to  the 

orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public 
or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
[Senate.  April  16,  1818  ] . . , , 

67  To  suspend  for  a limited  time  the  sale  or 
forfeiture  of  lauds  for  failure  in  completing  the 
payment  thereon.  [Senate.  April  18,  1818] 

'68.  For  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs.  [Senate. 
April  18,  1818.] 

69.  For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Miller  and  Stephen 
Baker.  [House.  April  18,  1818.] 

70.  For  the  relief  of  Seth  Sprague  and  others. 
[House.  April  18^  1818.] 

71.  Concerning  navigation.  [Senate.  April  18, 
1818.] 

72.  To  establish  a port  of  entrj'and  deliveiy  at  Cape  Vincent  ^ 
8t  the  fork  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  head  of  the  river  St.L.tw- 
rence.  Mlouse.  April  18,  1S18-) 


73.  To  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  established  at  the  mouth  of 
Slade’s  creek,  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  (House.  April  18, 
1813.) 

74.  Fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  congress.  (House. 
April  18,  1818.) 

75.  To  enable  the  people  of  the  Illinois  territory  to  form  a con- 
stitution anti  state  government  and  for  the  admission,  of  such  state 
into  the  union  on  au  equal  footing  with  the  original  states.  (House . 
April  18,  1818.) 

76.  For  the  relief  of  major  general  Jacob  Brown.  (House.  April 
18,  1818.) 

77.  For  the  relief  of  Mary  Sullivan.  (House.  April  18,  1818.) 

78.  Fixing  the  compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate  and 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,  and  of  the  librarian.  (House.  April  18,  ’818.) 

79.  In  addition  to  “An  act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  af  ter  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,”  and  to  repeal  certain  parts 
of  the  same.  (Senate,  April  20,1818.) 

80.  For  the  relief  of  the  houses  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford, 
Elislia  Fisher  and  company,  Thomas  Clifford  and  son,  and  Tho- 
mas Cfiftbrd,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Charles  Wirgraan,  of  Baltimore. 
(House.  April  20,  1813) 

81.  For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Berry.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

82.  For  the  relief  of  Jona.  Amory,  junior,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  deceased.  (House.  April  20, 1818.) 

83.  For  the  relief  of  major  Loring  Austin  and  George  R.  Wells. 
(House.  April  20,  1818.) 

84.  To  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

85.  To  provide  for  erecting  additional  buildings  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  several  executive  departments.  (House.  April 
20, 1818.) 

86.  For  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker.  (Senate.  April  20, 
1818.) 

87.  For  the  relief  of  John  Dillon.  [House.  April  20, 1818.] 

88.  Supplementary  to  the  several  acts  relative  to  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties.  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

89.  For  transferring  the  claims  in  the  office  of  the  commission- 
er to  the  third  auditor  of  the  treasury  department.  [House.  April 
20,  1818.] 

90.  To  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
different  offices.  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

91.  For  the  relief  of  volunteer  mounted  cavalry.  [House.  April 

20,1818.] 

92.  Fixing  the  compensation  of  Indian  agents  and  factors. 
[Senate.  April  20,1818.] 

93.  To  defray  the  expenses  of  the  militia  when  marching  to 
places  of  rendezvous.  (Senate.  April  20,  1818.] 

94.  Authorizing  the  disposal  of  certain  lots  of  public,  ground  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of  Mobile.  (Senate.  April  20 
1818.) 

95.  Making  the  port  of  Bath,  in  Massachusetts,  a port  of  entry 
for  ships  or  vessels  arriving  from  the  cape  of  Gold  Hope,  and  from 
places  beyond  the  same;  and  for  establishing  a collection  district, 
whereof  Beltast  shall  be  the  port  of  entry.  (House.  April  20, 
1818.) 

96.  Authorizing  a subscription  for  the  statistical  annals  of  Adam 
Seybert,and  the  purchase  of  Pitkin’s  commercial  statistics.  (Senate  • 
April  20, 1818.) 

97.  Respecting  the  organization  of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. (House.  April  20,  1818. 

98.  In  addition  tothe  “act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States, ’’and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned. 
(House.  April  20,  1818.) 

99.  To  divide  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts. 
(Senate.  April  20,  1818.) 

100.  Forthereiief  of  John  B.  Dabn^'.  [House.  April  20,1818 .] 

101.  For  the  relief  of  captain  Henry  Gist  and  captain  Benjamin 
Johnson.  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

102.  Forthereliefof  Cornelia  Mason.  [House.  April  20, 1818 .] 

103.  For  the  relief  of  John  Sej  bold.— (House.  April  20, 1818.) 

104.  For  changing  the  compensation  of  receivers  and  registers 
of  the  land  offices.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

105.  For  the  relief  of  Jones  Harrison.— (House.  April  20, 1818  .) 

106.  To  establish  and  alter  certain  post  roads.  (House.  April 
20,  1318.) 

107.  To  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  “an  act  relating  to 
settlers  on  lands  oJ  the  United  States.”  (House.  April  20,'l818.) 

108.  Providing  for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  distilled  spirits  in 
public  warehouses,  and  for  other  purposes.  (House.  April  20, 
1818.) 

109.  For  the  relief  of  Richard  M.  Johnson.  (Senate.  April  20  , 
1818.) 

no.  Respecting  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Alabama  territory.  (Senate.  April  20,  1818.) 

111.  To  increase  the  duties  on  iron  in  bars  and  holts,  iron  in 
pigs;  castings,  nails,  and  allum.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

112.  Concerning  tonnage  and  discriminating  duties  in  certain 
cases.  (Senate.  April  20,  1818.) 

1;3.  Making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings,  and  for 
furnishing  the  eapitol  and  president’s  house.  (House.  April  20, 
1818.) 

1 14.  To  adjust  the  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Vincennes,  and 
for  tlie  sale  of  the  land  appropriated  as  a common  lor  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town.  (Senate.  April  20,  1818.) 

115.  'I'o  increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  while  in  actual  service, 
and  for  other  purposes,  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

116.  For  the  relief  of  .lohn  Work.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

117.  To  incorporate  the  Columbian  Institute,  lor  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 
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118.  To  increase  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  court 
for  the  district  of  Columbia.  (Senate.  April  20, 1818. 

119.  For  the  relief  of  the  widow  aod  children  of  Jacob  Graeff, 
deceased.  (House.  April  20,  1818.) 

120.  For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Birdsall  and  William  S.  Foster. 
(House.  April  20,  1818.) 

121.  For  the  relief  of  James  Mackay,  of  the  Missouri  territory. 
(House.  April  20,  1818.) 

122.  To  alter  and  amend  an  act  approved  the  third  day  of  March 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  entitled,  “an  aqt  to 
establish  a separate  territorial  goverriUf er.t  for  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Mississippi  territory.”  [Senate.  April  20, 1818.] 

123.  For  therelief  of  John  Hall,;, late  a major  of  marines.  [Se- 
nate. April  20,  1818.] 

124.  For  the  relief  of  Peggy  Bailey.  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

125.  For  the  relief  of  Madame  Poidevin.  [House.  April  20, 
1813.] 

126.  Supplementary  to  the  several  acts  making  appropriations 
for  the  year  1818.  [House  April  20  1818.] 

127.  To  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  repay  or  re.mit 
certain  alien  duties  therein  described.  [Senate.  April  20,  ’818.] 

128.  To  increase  the  duties  on  certain  manufactured  articles 
imported  into  the  United  States.  [Hr.use.  April  20,  1818. 

129.  Supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,”  passed  the  second  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  [House 
April  20,  1818.] 

130.  To  continue  in  force,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  until  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  the  fourth 
paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.”  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  For  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  into  the  union. 
[Senate.  December  10,  1817.] 

2.  Authorizing  the  distribution  of  certain  public  documents.— 
[Senate,  December  23,  1817.] 

3.  Directing  a distribution  of  certain  laws  among  the  members 
and  delegates  of  territories  of  the  fifteenth  congress.  [House. 
December  23,  1817.] 

4.  Directing  the  procurement  of  certain  laws.  [House.  January 
22,  1818.] 

5.  Relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  late  edition  of  the  land  laws 
[Senate.  March  9,  1818.] 

6.  Directing  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  to  be  furnished  with 
Wait’s  state  papers.  [House.  March  18,  1818.] 

7.  Authorizing  the  transportation  of  certain  documents  free  of 
postage.  [House.  March  19,  1818.] 

8.  Directing  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  joui’nal  and 
proceedings  of  the  convention  which  formed  the  present  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  [Senate.  March  27,  1818.] 

9.  Directing  the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  fourteenth  con- 
gress among  the  members  of  the  fifteenth  congress.  [Senate.— 
March  27,1818.] 

10.  Directing  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  state  to  pre- 
pare an  Index  to  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  congress,  after  the 
close  of  every  session.  [House.  April  3, 1818.] 

11.  Requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  present  a 
sword  to  colOiiel  Riciiard  M.  Johnson.  [Senate.  April  4,  1818.] 

12.  Directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and  together  with  the  thanks 
of  congress,  presented  to  major  general  Harrison,  and  governor 
Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes.- [Senate.  April  4,  1818.] 

13.  Directing  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  for  other  purposes.  [House.  April  20,  1818.] 

TREATIES. 

1.  A U’eaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  made  and  concluded  at  St. 
Louis,  the  3ath  day  of  March,  1817,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  ot  the  Menomenee  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians. 
Ratified  on  the  26th  of  December,  1817. 

2.  A treaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  made  and  concluded  at  St. 
Louis,  the  24th  day  of  June,  1817,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Ottoes  tribe  ofliulians.  Ratified  on  the  26th  of  December, 

1817. 

3.  A treaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  made  and  concluded  at  St. 
Louis,  the  25th  day  of  June,  1817,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Pencarar  tribe  of  Indians.  Ratified 
on  the  26th  of  December,  1817. 

4.  A treaty  made  and  concluded  at  the  Cherokee  Agency,  the 
8th  day  of  July,  1817,  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs, 
head  men,  warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  warriors,  of  tlie  Chetokees 
un  the  Arkansas  river.  Ratified  on  the  26th  of  December,  1817. 

5.  A treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians,  concluded  and  sigtied  at  the  Creek  Agency,  on 
Flint  river,  the  22d  of  January,  1818.  Ratified  the  28  th  of  March 

1818. 


War  of  Independence. 

In  vol.  I,  page  10,  of  the  Weekly  Registf.u,  is  a 
table  sliewing  the  number  of  troops  raised  in  Uie 
continental  service,  with  the  expenses  obtlie  war 
for  independence. 

'i'he  Essex  Register,  of  the  13th  inst.  publisiied  a I 
similar  table,  with  t!ie  addition  of  the  militia  far- 1 
nished  by  the  respective  states.  j 


The  following  summary  comprises  the  additional 
information  furnished  by  the  table  just  alluded 
to. 


Accurate  statement  of  the  troops  f continentals  and 
militia J furnished  by  the  respective  states  during  the 
revolutionary  ivartfrom  1775  to  1783. 


States. 

Total 

Confl.  Militia 

Grand 

Total. 

Ne  w -Hampshire, 

12,496 

2,093 

14,589 

Massachusetts, 

68,007 

15,155 

83,162 

Ri.'ode  Island, 

.5,908 

4,284 

10,192 

Connecticut, 

32,029 

7,792 

39,821 

New- York, 

18,331 

3,304 

21,635 

New -Jersey, 

10,726 

6,055 

16,781 

Pennsylvania, 

24,965 

8,000 

32,965 

Delaware, 

2,317 

376 

2,693 

Maryland, 

13,912 

4,127 

18;039 

Virginia, 

26,663 

5,620 

33,288 

North-Carolina, 

7,263 

— 

7,262 

South -Carolina, 

6,417 

— 

6,417 

Georgia, 

2,679 

— 

2,679 

231.974 

56,163 

288,137 

Flag  of  the  United  States. 

FROM  THE  WASeiNGTOX  CITY  GAZETTE. 

By  an  act  of  congress  of  the  4th  instant,  it  lias 
been  provided,  that,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  July  next,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
thirteen  horizontal  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white; 
and  tliat  the  union  shall  be  twenty  stars,  white  in  a 
blue  field.  The  same  act  also  provides,  that,  on 
the  admission  of  every  new  state  into  the  union, 
one  star  shall  be  added  to  the  union  of  the  flag; 
which  addition  is  to  take  effect  on  the  fourth  day 
of  July  then  next  succeeding  such  admission. 

By  this  regulation  the  thirteen  stripes  will  repre- 
sent the  number  of  states  whose  valor  and  resources 
originally  effected  American  independence;  and 
the  additional  stars,  (the  idea  of  which  lias  been 
borrowed  from  the  science  of  astronomy,)  will  mark 
the  increase  of  the  states  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitution. 

This  is  the  second  alteration  wlilcli  has  taken 
place  in  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  we  trust 
it  will  be  the  last.  There  is  a manifest  inconve. 
nience  in  altering  a national  flag;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  it  may,  in  some  degree,  prove  inju- 
rious to  our  navigation,  considering  the  number  of 
licentious  privateers  that  are  abroad.  Our  mer- 
chants and  navigators  would  do  well  to  attend  to 
the  alteration  in  time. 

The  fl  ig  of  tlie  United  States  was  first  designated 
by  congress,  in  a resolution  which  was  passed  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1777.  According  to  that  resolu- 
tion the  stripes  were  t!ie  same  as  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  instant;  and  tlie  union  was  tlilrteen 
stars,  white  in  a blue  field,  representing  a new  con- 
stellation. By  act  of  the  13th  of  J:;.nuary,  1794, 
the  stripes  and  stars  were  both  to  be  fifteen  in  num- 
ber— to  take  effect  from  the  first  of  May,  1795. 
This  addition  of  two  stars  and  two  stripes  to  the 
flag  was  owing  to  the  admission  of  the  states  of 
Vermont  and  Kentucky  into  the  union — the  former 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1791 — the  latteron  the  1st  of 
June,  1792.  The  flag  as  altered  by  the  act  of  Uie 
13th  of  January,  1794,  is  the  present  flag  of  tlie 
United  States, 
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The  time  allowed  for  the  alieration  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  instant  is,  we  fear,  too  short. 
It  does  not  allow  three  tnontlis  to  persons  interest- 
ed to  prepare  themselves  for  the  change;  and  it  will 
take  one  month  at  least  before  the  provisions  of  the 
act  will  be  known  at  New-Orleans. 

In  the  case  of  the  first  alteration  nearly  sixteen 
months  were  allowed,  so  that  American  vessels 
employed  in  distant  parts  of  the  world  had  an 
opportunity  of  providing  themselves  with  a proper 
flag. 


Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

FItU  M T51E  TV  AT  ION  AL  INTELLIGENCEU. 

It  appears  from  the  communication  transmitted 

tlie  governor  of  South  Carolina  to  the  president, 
and  by  him  laid  before  the  house  of  representatives, 
that  an  amendrrient  lo  the  constitution,  passed  by 
two-lhirds  of  both  houses  of  congress,  and  it  was 
supposed  concurred  in  by  the  requisite  majority  of 
the  states,  was  not  in  fact  concurred  in,  but  was 
rejected  bv  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  who  had 
been  supposed  to  have  ratified  it,  and  .hat,  without 
her  vote,  the  proposition  did  not  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  two  thirds  of  the  states.  The  amendment 
referred  to  has  been  printed  with  the  late  editions, 
as  a part  of  the  constitution,  and  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  two  thirds  of  both  houses  concurring, 
that  the  following  section  be  submitted  to  the  le- 
gislatures of  the  several  states,  which  when  ratifi- 
ed by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  states, 
sliall  be  valid  and  binding  as  a part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  UnitedStates— “If  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  shall  accept,  claim,  or  receive,  or 
retain  any  title  of  nobility  or  honor,  or  shall  with- 
out the  consent  of  congress,  accept  and  retain  any 
prese«it,  pension,  office,  or  emolument,  of  any  kindl 
whatever,  from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or  fo- 
reign power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  hold- 
ing any  office  of  trustor  profit  under  them  or  ei- 
ther of  them.” 

It  ouglit  to  be  generally  known,  as  it  is  now  as- 
certained, that  this  amendment  was  not  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  states,  and  therefore  is  not  a 
part  of  the  constitution. 


CHRONICLE; 

J^eg-islative  dispute.  There  has  been  a pretty- 
warm  dispute  between  the  two  branches  of  the  le 
gislature  of  N^ew  York,  as  to  the  right  of  originat- 
ing  money  bills.  It  has  been  adjusted  by  a concur 
rent  resolution,  which  originated  in  the  house, 
“tile  votes,  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  bo:h 
houses  respectively  upon  the  subject,”  were  ex- 
punged from  the  journals;  and  both  branches  re- 
main in  full  enjoyment  of  their  respective  rights, 
uKVontri  rovAHY  soidteus. — 445  old  officers  and 
sohliers  appeared  before  Judge  Davis,  at  Boston, 
previous  to  the  14th  inst.  to  put  in  their  claims 
tmder  llie  late  luvv  passed  for  the  benefit  of  such — 
sev^=>ral  were  more  than  80  years  of  age,  one  88- 
one  84,  vviio  died  just  after  liis  application. 

At  Yorky  in  Penn,  ten  persons,  and  ten  only^  ap 
plied  to  one  person  to  prepare  the  nccessa"v  p..per.s 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  law — the  oldest  was 
81  years,  the  youngest  58,  average  of  the  -.vhole  68 
years.  There  is  a sketch  of  the  life  and  character i 


of  some  of  them,  in  the  York  Gazette.  The  follow- 
ing may  amu‘--e  and  in -erest  oui*  readers — 

Corporal  Michael  Elly. — This  old  stooping,  win- 
ter berten  and  woeworn  veteran  once  had  an  erect, 
ruddy  front.  In  the  battle  of  Germantown,  he  ob- 
served a cannon  ball  approaching  ' is  squad,  bounc- 
iiig  on  the  ground  from  hillock  • o hillock,  threaten- 
itig  the  legs  of  his  command  with  sudden  destruc- 
tion— w ith  admirable  presence  of  mind,  he  wheel- 
ed on  his  right  and  left  outwards  to  let  the  ball 
pass,  and  wheeled  into  his  place  again  as  regularly 
as  he  would  mount  guard.  “Eight,”  corporal  Elly, 
said  his  officer,  always  make  way  for  gentlemen  on 
such  swift  business;  I suppose  his  orders  require  de- 
spatch.'** 

Joseph  Wren.  This  old  man’s  body  and  spirit 
seem  to  be  equally  light.  He  travels  his  30  miles 
a day  with  ease.  His  appearance  reminds  you  of 
the  Egyptian  mummies  so  celebrated  for  their  fresh 
and  lifelike  appearance  after  the  lapse  of  centuries. 
During  the  deluge  (not  Noah’s  flood  nor  yet  Deu- 
calion’s, as  you  might  have  supposed  from  his  an- 
cient da!  e,  but  the  deluge  which  buried  a third 
part  of  our  town  in  ruins,  on  the  ever  memorable 
9th  Aug.  1817)  old  J.  Wren,  like  the  lively  bird  of 
his  own  name,  perched  himself  in  a snug  corner  of 
the  garret  of 'a  two  story  frame  house  and  w ent  to 
sleep.  The  house  rose  on  the  bosom  of  the  deepj 
plunged  all  but  the  garret  into  the  waves  and  was 
dashed  from  surge  to  surge  till  it  lodged  against  a 
tree.  Five  persons  were  drowned!  “side  by  side 
they  lay,”  in  a room  of  the  second  story  of  the 
bouse.  Joseph  slept  on.  At  length  when  the  God 
of  nature  held  out  the  olive  branch  of  hope  to  the 
terror  struck  tenants  of  the  roofs  of  the  tottering 
houses  and  the  flood  subsided  so  that  the  “dry 
land  appeared”— when  the  mighty  ocean  that  had 
been,  as  it  were,  created  in  a moment  and  precipi- 
tated upon  us  gathered  itself  into  the  mild  and  un- 
assuming Codorus  again,  J®sef>h’s  abode  of  death, 
where  youth  and  health  and  female  excellence  and 
manly  virtue,  had  been  buried  in  the  weaves,  was 
visited  and  still  he  slept.  When  he  was  awakened 
he  rubbed  his  eyes,  not  certain  they  were  his  own 
nor  whether  he  were  J.  Wren  any  more;  for  he 
knew  not  where  he  was,  unless  it  might  be  in  some 
place  the  other  side  of  the  grave.  - Thus  indeed 
bas  Joseph  Wren  had  “hair  breadth  escapes”  in  the 
“forest  wild  and  city  full,”  and  is  spared  to  be 
marie  glad  by  something  very  unlike  the  “ingrati- 
tude of  republics.” — Wliat  a spectacle  is  sergeant 
Thomas’  venerable,  honorable  and  ancient  squad! 
rheir  history  is  all  eventful.  Poor,  old,  lame, 
lind,  deaf  and  forgetful!  They  never  looked  to 
‘.ee  this  day.  I'hey  have  been  bandied  about  from 
pillar  to  post,  often  without  a home  or  stated  place 
of  residence. — Almost  every  one  has  lost  his  dis- 
charge and  most  of  them,  in  the  language  of  IFE- 
liam  Murphy's  \)vX.\M\o\\y  have  no  evidence  but  their 
own  words,  liteir  age,  their  poverty  and  their  scars, 
of  liaviJig  faillifuliy  served  their  country  and  of  be- 
ing in  mind  of  its  support.  This  old  man,  William 
Vlurpby,  had  tlie  ball  which  broke  his  leg  at  “Sto- 
ney  Point,”  together  witii  his  discharge  and  twen- 
tv  seVvU  pieces  of  bone  taken  from  liis  leg,  care- 
fully tied  up  and  carried  with  him  as  the  tokens  of 
his  country’s  gratitude  (for  lie  tried  for  a pension 
and  got  none;)  but  “by  an  unlucky  hit**  (of  which 
soldiers  have  many)  lie  **miss*d  them**  and  has  “never 
seen  them  more.” 

Contested  election. — A committee  of  the  senate  of 
New  York  reported,  that  at  the  last  election  Jediah 
Prendergast  received  14,985  votes — JedediahPren- 
dergast  91  votes  and  Jed.  Prcndergast  10  votes 
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— and  that  43  of  the  91  votes  for  Jedediah  were  re- ' 
ceived  and  counted  as  for  said  Jediah — and  that 
Isaac  Wilson  had  15,009  votes:  and,  as  it  appeared 
evident  to  the  committee  that  all  the  votes  for 
Prendergast  were  intended  for  Jediah  P.  they  intro- 
duced a resolution  in  his  favor,  as  having  the  ma- 
jority. But  the  senate  confirmed  the  claims  of  Mr. 
fVilson  to  a seat  in  their  body. 

Treaty  xvith  the  Creeks.  On  the  22d  of  January, 
Iasi,  a treaty  was  made  and  concluded  with  the 
Creeks,  by  D,  B.  Mitchell,  esq.  on  the  part  of  the 
U.  S.  and  has  been  ratified  by  the  senate,  b^  which 
two  tracts  of  land  are  ceded  by  the  nation,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  120,000  dollars  to  be  paid 
by  the  U.  S.  to  the  said  tribe  or  nation;  20,000  in 
hand,  and  100,000  in  ten  annual  payments.  We 
are  also  to  furnish  them  with  two  blacksmiths  and 
two  strikers  for  three  years. 

Mavviedy  at  China  Grove,  S.  C.  by  the  rev.  Mr 
Piddle, Mr.  a Campbell,  to  his  former  ivife,  Mrs.  C. 

The  Vandals. — We  have  noticed  the  decease  of 
gen  Lee.  He  was  buried  from  a house  that  had  be- 
longed to  gen.  Green.  Com.  Henley,  of  the  navy, 
assisted  by  the  officers  on  the  station,  conducted 
his  funeral — the  marines  formed  the  guard,  apd  the 
band  belonging  to  our  land  forces  at  Amelia,  assist- 
ed. The  seamen,  cleanly  dressed,  attended.  Speak- 
ing of  them,  a spectator  says  — “their  respectful 
deportment,  rough  but  independent  looks,  interest- 
ed my  feelings,  and  leaning  against  a fine  live-oak, 

I was  immediately  absorded  in  contemplation.  I 
pointed  to  the  procession;  they  were  marching  over 
the  field  where  once  a fine  orange  orchard  flou- 
rished. An  invader  of  our  country  had  destroyed 
it.  Admiral  Cockburn  had  been  therCy  *‘the  last  of  his 
fiame-f  and  afar  greater  scourge  to  mankind  than  the 
locusts  of  Africa.  Involuntarily  T turned  to  embrace 
the  venerable  but  sturdy  monarch  that  supported 
me,  fbr  it  promised  such  things  should  never  be 
again!  A volley  of  musketry  over  the  grave  of 
general  Lee,  aroused  me;  and  with  folded  arms  I 
retraced  my  steps,  while  the  howling  of  the  minute 
guns  from  the  John  Adams,  echoed  thro’  the 
woods.” 

Capt.  Hart. — The  remains  of  the  gallant  capt. 
Hart  were  solemnly  intei’red  at  Detroit,  as  arranged 
at  a meeting  of  the  citizens,  an  account  of  which 
we  gave  in  our  last.  His  fate  was  more  happy 
than  that  of  some  of  his  companions,  also  wounded 
■ — they  where  burnt  alive  by  the  allies  at  the  river 
Raisin. 

Mrs.  French  — Always  pleased  to  notice  su- 
perior excellence  of  any  thing  of  domestic  growth 
or  product,  we  are  delighted  to  be  informed  of  the 
complete  success  that  has  attended  Mrs.  French,  in 
her  late  concerts  at  New  York — that  great  city,  in 
which,  more  than  in  any  other  city  in  America,  “u// 
the  -world  meets  together.^' . 

She  has  given  two  concerts  there— the  first  was 
attended  by  about  600,  and  the  second  by  upwards 
of  1200  persons — ^^the  house  was  overflowing  ! 

The  sweetness  of  her  melody  and  the  powers  of 
her  voice,  arc  known  to  every  body  in  Baltimore, 
by  her  frequent  performances  in  private  parties 
and  at  oratorios  given  for  charitable  purposes — for 
she  long  resided  here,  and  is  still  considered  as 
belonging  to  us.  These  are  her  first  attempts  to 
sing  for  gain, or  as  a profession;  and  in  the  most  diffi- 
cult songs,  she  is  unanimously  pronounced  as  hav- 
ing equalled  any  one  that  ever  appeared  in  that 
cJiaracter  in  any  country.  We  sincerely  wish  her 
continued  success — she  entered  upon  this  business 
with  unfeigned  reluctance,  (for  she  is  a modest, 
retiring  and  truly  amiable  woman,  possessing  the  | 


esteem  of  all  that  know  her)  under  an  impression 
that  it  was  her  duty  to  exert  her  powers  for  the 
support  of  her  family,  her  husband  having  been 
exceedingly  unfortunate. 

Constitutional  amendment. — The  legislature  of 
New  York  has  adopted  the  propositions  of  New 
Jersey  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States  to 
define  the  manner  in  which  representatives  in  con- 
gress and  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
shall  be  chosen — that  is,  that  each  state  shall  be 
divided  into  districts  to  elect  one  representative 
or  one  elector  each,  &c. 

Jesse  I).  Ellioty  late  a master  commandant  in  the 
navy  of  the  U.  S.  has  been  promoted  to  the  I'ank  of 
post  captain.  He  has  well  earned  this  distinction, 
by  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  many  interest- 
ing occasions. 

Biedy  lately,  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  Col.  Stephen 
Moulton,  aged  84  years — a gallant  soldier  of  the 
revolution  and  one  of  the  few  that  escaped  murder 
by  starvation  on  board  the  never-to-be-forgotten 
Jersey  prison  ship. 

A Mr.  Geider  has  recently  died  at  Piscataway, 
N.  J.  aged  116  years  and  6 months.  And  in  Cum- 
berland county,  Mrs.  Scantling,  aged  93- 

Also,  at  Cornwall,  Con.  Obookiah,  a native  of 
Owyhee. 

Also,  in  Washington  county, Geo.  Gen.  Jared  Irwin;  a 
great  enemy  of  the  lories  in  the  revolutionary  war.^ 
and  a severe  combatant  of  them  in  the  southern 
states — a soldier  of  the  revolution,  who  frequently 
filled  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  Georgia,  and 
other  high  and  important  offices.  He  was  aged  6S» 

Also,  in  Georgia,  Mr.  John  Dismukes — who 
fought  in  “Braddock’s  war,”  and  in  the  revolution. 

Also,  on  the  19th  ult.  near  Shawnoetown,  IllinoiSj, 
gen.  Posey,  late  governor  of  Indiana.  He  was  a 
major  in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  commanded 
a detachment  in  advance^  at  the  taking  of  Stony 
Point  by  gen.  Wayne. 

Stearn-boats  aj’e  multiplying  on  the  western 
waters — one  is  running  between  St.  Louis  and  New 
Orleans. 

Mewfotnulland.  The  brig  Messenger,  fitted  out 
and  ladened  with  provisions  by  the  liberality  of 
Boston,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Newfound- 
land by  the,  late  fires  at  St.  John’s,  has  returned. 
Her  arrival  at  St.  John’s  was  hailed  by  all  the  peo- 
ple, with  gratitude.  The  address  of  thanks  from 
the  governor,  and  various  associations,  are  of  the 
most  affecting  cliaracter.  The  supply  was  very  for- 
tuitous— for  the  people’s  wants  were  great.  Every 
possible  attention  was  paid  to  the  master  and  crew 
of  the  vessel,  and  from  1 to  200  men  where  em- 
ployed 10  days  in  cutting  the  ice  to  permit  her 
departure — she  arrived  one  day  before  the  river 
closed. 

Law  cases — A man  was  lately  tried  in  Pennsyl- 
vania for  the  crime  of  eaves-dropping -i  found  guilty 
and  fined  ^20,  and  compelled  to  give  security  for 
his  good  behaviour. 

Baltimore  inspections. — There  vvere  inspected  at 
Baltimore  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  ult.—* 
124,995  bbls.  wheat  flour,  2,945  half  bbi.  do.  5,922 
bbls.  rye  flour;  1336  bbls.  and  332  IiIkIs.  corn  meal; 
1,286  bbls.  pork;  1135  do.  beef,  &c.  and  10,683 
barrels  and  761  hhds.  of  domestic  liquors,  &c. 

The  citizens  of  Detroit,  for  very  powerful  rea- 
sons, ’lave  petitioned  (he  president  and  congress  to 
iake  measures  for  offering  for  sale  the  public  lands 
in  the  Michigan  territory.  proclamation  of 

the  president  has  issued  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
surveyed  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  Sept,  anti 
Nov.  next. 
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Ithode  Island  election. — Mr.  Knight,  rep,  has  been 
re-elected  governor  of  this  state. 

. Connecticut  election.  Mr.  Wolcott  has  been  re- 
elected govervor,  without  systematic  opposition 

the  secretary  and  state  treasurer  are  republicans; 

the  council  or  senate,  is  almost  unanimously  so, 
and  the  house  of  representatives  consists  of  132 
republicans  and  69  federalists! 

As  all  the  branches  of  government  now  harmo- 
nize, Connecticut  will  probably  coristitution. 

Seminole  toar.  Letters  received,  dated  the  27th 
ult.  state  it  was  expected  that  in  nine  days  there- 
after general  Jackson  would  go  against  the  hos- 
tile Indians,  to  Imnt  them  in  their  holds.  He  left 
fort  Scott  on  the  11th  March,  to  meet  provisions 
from  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  14th  met  with  an 
abundant  supply — with  which  he  proceeded  to  the 
Mickasukee  towns.  His  then  collected  force  was 
500  regulars,  1000  mijitia  and  several  Indian  com- 
mands, amounting  to  about  1800,  in  all.  McIntosh’s 
bri'-^ade  of  776  indians  had  not  then  joined,  but 
were  expected  the  next  day.  A fort  had  been 
erected  in  Florida,  on  the  site  of  the  Anglo-negro 
fort,  destroyed  on  the  Appalachicola,  by  the  gun 
boats  from  New  Orleans,  and  col.  Clinch,  some 
time  after  the  conciusion  of  the  war.  It  is  within 
60  miles  of  St.  Marks,  in  the  heart  of  the  Spanish 
territory.  Considerable  alarm  still  prevails  in  some 
of  the  frontier  counties  of  Georgia-some  houses 
are  said  to  have  been  burnt  by  the  Indians  in  AVayne 
county,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any  lives  being  lost. 

It  seems  quite  understood  t’nat  gen.  Jackson  will 
not  leave  Florida  until  the  war  is  completely  finish- 
ed.  A company  of  regulars,  hale  and  efficient  men, 
left  Baltimore  on  Thursday  the  24th  inst.  to  join 
him.  Pushmatahaw,  a firm  adherent  to  the  United 
States  and  a principal  chief  of  the  Choctaws,  liad 
marched  a party  to  act  under  him. 

Dupont's  mills.  Certain  benevolent  persons  of 
Pliiladelphia  raised  ^600  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  explosion  of  Dupont’s  powder  mills, 
on  the  Brandywine.  In  a grateful  acknowledge- 
ment of  tliis  liberality,  the  fact  is  stated  that  the 
Messrs.  Duponts  iiave  fixed  an  annuity  of  one  hun-  j 
dred  dollars  on  each  of  the  widows  of  those  who  i 
were  killed  on  that  melancholy  occasion.  j 

Jkmk  of  the  U.  S. — An  extensive  lot  has  been  j 
purchased  on  Chesnut  street,  Philadelphia,  for  tlie  j 
erection  of  a building  for  the  bank  of  the  United  i 
States.  It  cost  gioboafoot  front,  being  already! 
covered  with  fine  buildings. 

Military  appointments.  'I'he  following  appoint- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  president,  with  the 
consent  of  tlie  senate,  under  the  act  just  passed, 
for  reducing  tlie  stalf  of  the  arm): 

Brigadier  general  tViliiain  Cummivg,  quarter-mas-- 
ter  general. 

Colonel  George  Gibson,  commissary-general. 

Joseph  Lovell,  surgeon  general.  j 

Tobias  IVatkins  and  J.  C.  Bronaugh,  assistant  j 
surgeons  general. 

The  oilier  hospital  surgeons  and  mates  are  made  | 
post  surgeons. 

S.  A.  Storro'io  and  R.  //.  Winder,  advo- 

cates, and  Dr.  Cave  .Tones,  chaplain  and  professor 
at  the  military  academy.' 

IVashington  City,  April  14. — Yesterday,  about  2 
o’clock,  the  flag  of  the  U. filed  Slates  was  hoisted 
on  the  fiag-slalf  of  t!ie  house  of  representatives. 
'I’liis  is  the  first  fi  ig  that  ha.s  been  made  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  I'or  altering  the  banner  of  tlie 
nation.  IL  was  made  in  rfew-York,  unc’.ei’  the  di-  } 
rection  of  t!ie  gallant  c.aptaln  Rcecl,  late  comman- j 
tier  of  the  privateer  General  Armstrong.  The  stars] 


are  twenty  in  number,'  and  so  disposed  as  to  form 
one  great  star  in  the  centre  of  a blue  field.  The 
stripes  are  thirteen.  The  law  on  this  subject  goes 
into  operation  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next. 

Savannah,  April  11. — Col.  Marshal,  commanding 
the  1st  regiment,  in  this  city,  received  orders  last 
evening,  from  the  major  general  of  the  1st  division, 
requiring  him  to  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness, 
subjected  to  march  at  a moment’s  warning — each 
man  to  be  provided  with  60  rounds  of  ball  car- 
tridges.  The  order  has  been  complied  with  thro’ 
the  colonel. 

AVe  linderstand  that  a similar  order  has  been 
made  on  the  whole  state — the  object  of  which  we 
are  not  at  this  time  prepared  to  say. 

[To  the  above  is  annexed  an  extract  of  a letter 
from  xVmelia  Island,  which  gives  a report  from  St. 
Augustine,  saying  that  600  European  veterans  were 
expected  there  to  defend  the  place. 

CC/^Late  newspapers  have  been  received  from 
France  and  England — they  do  not  contain  any  news, 
except  accounts  of  a most  dreadful  storm  that 
raged,  especially  on  the  British  coasts,  from  the  5th 
to  the  7th  ult.  Several  houses  were  unroofed  in 
London,  “and  tliere  v/as  not  a street  which  was  not 
strewed  with  wrecks  of  chimneys,  tiles,  slates  and 
lead.”  The  accounts  from  Plymouth,  &c.  are  ter- 
rible— signals  of  vessels  in  distress  were  flying  at 
almost  every  port,  but  relief  could  not  be  given— 
“Within  the  memory  of  man”  says  one  account, 
“nothing  like  it  was  ever  seen.” 

The  electioneering  campaign  for  members  of  par- 
liament proceeds  with  unprecedented  violence- 
opposing  parties  fight  as  regularly  as  they  meet. 

The  amnesty  bill  has  passed  the  house  of  com- 
mons—238  to  63. 

Stocks,  March  13 — 3 per  cent,  consols  77  7-8. 

The  British  papers  teem  with  notices  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — every  movement  we  make  seems  care- 
fully Avatched,  and  minutely  scanned;  and  a degree 
of  importance  is  attached  to  our  proceedings  that 
we  hardly  expected.  old  friend,  the  “Courier,” 

is  much  offended  at  the  occupation  of  Amelia  island 
— other  papers  express  a fear  of  our  future  power, 
and  some  openly  rejoice  at  tlie  strides  we  are  mak- 
ing to  the  ffillnes.s  of  strength.  The  Tr/rtes  calls  us 
Britain’s  '■^poiverfal  descendant  and  rival.” 


Meteorological. 

From  the  reuinis  of  the  registers  of  the  land 
offices,  and  oliiers,  I have  deduced  the  following, 
which  may  be  interesting: 

MEAX  TEMrLRATUKES,  BY  PATVENHEIT,  TOR  BECXM- 
BER,  1818. 

At  Detroit,  26  above  Zero 


Woo.ster,  29  do. 

Zanesville,  35  do. 

Cincinnati,  36  do. 

Milledgeville,  49  do. 

Augusta,  o4  do. 

LOWEST  TEMPERATURE. 

At  Deiroit,  Dec.  21,  10  below  Zero. 

Wooster  do.  8 do. 

Zanesville,  do.  4 do. 

Cincinnati,  do.  6 above  do. 

Milledgevilledo.  22  do. 

Augusta,  do.  24  do. 


'file  distance  between  Detroit  and  Augusta  is 
about  650  miles,  oi-  about  9 deg'rees  21  minutes  of 
latitude.  ll  is  worth  observing  that  the  same  day, 
(the  2 1st)  was  the  coldest  through  the  whole  of 
tliat  space.  JOSIAH  MEIGS- 

AV'ashington  City,  Feb.  27,  1818. 
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rrFor  the  simple  purpose  of  disposing^  of  some 
articles  in  type  that  we  were  loath  distribute  and 
could  not  otherwise  insert,  under  a pressure  ot 
matter,  we  have  published  a supplement  of  t 
pages  to  the  present  number.  \ multitude  of  things 
wait  room  and  leisure. 

*‘The  paper  system — No.  II  ’*  will  repay  an  at- 
tentive perusal.  The  portraits  are  admirably  drawn 
—the  style  is  as  chaste  and  fascinating,  as  the  sub- 
ject is  interesting. 

The  paper  system — No*  11* 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  TUB  REGISTER. 

Sir— In  the  prosecution  of  this  my  honest  un- 
dertaking, I shall  endeavor,  by  the  blessing  of 
common  sense,  to  keep  clear  of  that  theoretical 
jargon,  by  the  aid  of  which  the  people  of  England 
and  the  United  States,  have  been  cheated  into  a 
belief  in  absurdities,  which  nothing  but  the  most 
peiTplexing  sophistries  could  have  screened  from 
derision  and  abhorrence.  Those  who  cannot  elicit 
new  truths,  may  sometimes  render  old  established 
ones  doubtful ; and  thus  it  has  often  happened, 
that  the  precious  iessions  of  long  experience,  as 
well  as  the  dictates  of  sound  discretion,  have  yield- 
ed to  systems  of  false  reasoning,  too  obscure  to 
enlighten,  but  so  intricate  as  to  baffle  all  attempt  s 
to  demonstrate  their  absurdity.  When  a people 
are  become  thus  hoodwinked,  nothing  is  left,  but  a 
resort  to  plain  matters  of  fact,  and  an  appeal  lo 
their  sufferings  as  the  criterion  of  trutl;.  My  ob 
ject  is  plain  English.  I mean  to  demonstrate  the 
evils  of  the  present  paper  system  of  banking,  by 
pointing  out,  in  plain  English,  its  pernicious  effects 
on  the  various  classes  of  the  community,  leaving 
it  to  such  as  wish  the  continuance  of  the  delusion, 
to  reason  on  the  subject,  and  quote  authorities,  if 
they  will. 

Jt  may  however  be  worth  while  to  trace  the  pre- 
sent fashionable  paper  theories  to  their  true  source 
in  England.  It  was  once  the  fashion  there  for 
statesmen  to  reason  first  and  act  afterwards.  In 
this  case,  however,  they  reversed  the  usual  mode — 
they  acted  wrong  first,  and  then  resorted  to  reason- 
ing to  bolster  up  their  errors.  I’hus,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  England  was  in  debt,  beyond  her 
natural  resources — and  that  it  was  necessary  to  an- 
ticipate the  revenues  of  the  nation  a century  at 
least  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  present  time 
— that  in  fact  artificial  means,  and  legerdemain 
must  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  prevent  national 
bankruptcy — then  it  was  that  patriotism  was  sti- 
mulated by  pensions,  and  talent  tempted  by  re- 
wards to  exert  themselves.  Then  all  the  sophis 
tries  of  reasoning  were  put  in  requisition,  to  prove 
that  a debt,  beyond  the  power  of  the  nation  to  pay, 
was  a national  blessing — that  spending  every  year 
double  one’s  income,  was  the  certain  mode  of  grow 
ing  rich; — and  that  debasing  tiie  currency,  andde 
pi  eciating  its  value  by  emitting  ten  times  as  much 
J)aper  as  there  was  silver  and  gold  to,  redeem  it 
with,  was  opening  amine  of  wealth,  inexhaustible, 
and  everlasting.  The  good  people  of  England  be- 
haved as  in  duty  bound — for  they  had  the  fear  of 
Napoleon  before  their  eyes. — They  feared  for  their 
liberties,  so  admirably  secured  by  suspensions  of 
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the  habeas  corpus — and  they  feared  for  their  pro- 
perty, so  admirably  stcitred  to  them,  by  the  laws 
and  the  taxes; — but  above  all  they  feared  for  their 
religion,  so  admirably  sustained  by  the  laws  against 
dissenters,  the  tithes  of  the  clergy,  the  immacu- 
late piety  of  my  lord  chancellor  Eldon,  and  the 
pure  morality  of  the  famous  bishop  of  Derry.  It 
is  true  they  had  but  little  left  of  either  liberty,  pro- 
perty or  religion — but  still  it  was  incumbent  upon 
them  to  take  the  more  care  of  the  little  left  to 
preserve.  And  this  I take  to  be  the  true  reason 
why  the  good  people  of  England  make  such  a noise 
about  these  matters.  Their  piety,  patriotisnij  and 
love  of  liberty,  however,  such  as  they  were,  in- 
duced them  to  believe  whatever  they  were  toUT" 
was  necessary  to  keep  Bonaparte  and  the  guillotiia 
out  of  England;  and  thus  it  happened  that  they 
saw  the  bank  of  England  stop  payment,  without 
suspecting  that  it  was  insolvent,  and  the  govern- 
ment bribed  by  a loan  to  support  the  bank  in  its  vio-^ 
lation  of  public  faith,  without  dreaming  that  it  was 
only  two  bankrupts  clubbing  their  wits  to  cheat 
honest  John  Bull.  One  cannot  help  admiring  the 
English  people,  and  their  disinterested  sacrifices, 
for  the  preservation  of  their  religion,  their  proper^ 
ty,  their  excellent  government,  and  above  all  their 
national  debt 

Such,  sir,  is  the  origin  of  the  pernicious,  and 
rninous  doctrine,  that  banks  may  be  solvent  with*- 
out  being  able  to  pay  their  debts,  and  governments 
rich  so  long  as  any  body  is  found  fool  enough  to 
lend  them  money.  In  the  natural  course  of 
events  this  delectable  theory  found  its  wav 
across  the  water;  and  we  who  fancy  every  thing 
imported  superior  to  our  domestic  productions, 
forthwith  adopted  it,  without  considering  for  one 
moment  whether  the  policy  of  a desperate  bank- 
rupt, was  befitting  a plain,  honest,  independent 
country  farmer.  England  was  excusable — she  wass 
too  deeply  involved  to  be  extricated  by  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  no- 
thing was  left  her  but  to  push  the  paper  system  as 
far  as  it  would  go.  But  the  United  States  were 
prosperous  and  happy;  their  resources,  public  and 
private,  were  amply  sufficient  to  answer  every  pub- 
lic and  private  exigency,  had  they  been  put  in  re- 
quisition; yet  the  paper  system  was  adopted^by  the 
government,  and  this  adoption  cleared  the  way  for 
the  great  paper  system  in  all  its  various  ramifi- 
cations. Here,  where  the  power  exists,  or  has 
been  assumed  by  the  state  legislatures,  of  autho- 
rising loans,  and  issuing  stocks,  and  chartering 
banks,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  all  would  be 
anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  such  a mine  of 
wealth.  They  have  done  so,  until  at  length,  the 
crisis  has  arrived  with  a dreadful  appalling  celeri- 
ty, when  money  is  nothing  but  rags^  and  neither 
cash  or  character  is  necessary  to  constitute  a bank. 

I now  proceed  to  trace  the  consequences  of  this 
state  of  thing.s,  as  they  are  evident  at  present,  and 
as  they  must  appear  in  a few  years— perhaps  spoil- 
er; for  delusions  that  take  a long  time  to  mature,, 
are  often  dissipated  in  a moment.  v 

The  people,  and  particularly  the  middle  aiu% 
lower  classes  of  people  of  the  United  States,  feek 
that  there,  somewhere  or  other,  e|[ists  a cause, 
which  saps  the  foundations  of  th.e|r  pvosp^rity>i^ 
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that  entails  distress  Oii  some  and  beg'gary  on  olhes-s. 
They  are  starving  in  the  regions  of  apparent  plen- 
ty, and  the  more  plenty  paper  money  becomes,-  the 
greater  are  their  distresses.  Some  tell  them  this 
i.s  owing  to  tlie  general  peace  of  Europe,  which  has 
caused  the  decrease  of  the  demand  for  our  sup- 
plies; although  ever  since  that  peace  tiie  demand 
has  been  made  greater  by  the  failure  of  harvests 
in  many  countries — and  the  revival  of  manufactures 
in  fiH,  thus  calling  for  an  additional  quantity  ofour 
grain,  and  our  cotton,  the  two  great  ardcles  of  ex- 
port. Others  tell  them,  this  distress  is  owing  to 
the  want  of  national  encouragement  to  our  domes- 
tic m-anvifiictures;  and,  in  short,  there  is  no  end  to 
these  reasons,  for  the  want  of  employment  to  so 
lajiny  laborers,  and  the  impossibility  which  even 
those  who  get  employment  find  in  procuring  for 
their  families  the  common  comforts  of  life.  1 will 
tell  them  the  simple  honest  truth.  It  is  the  effect 
( f the  pa[)er  system— the  multiplicity  of  banks.  The 

GREAT  CAPITAL  OF  THE  STATION  IS  DIVERTED  FROM 
THOSE  OBJECTS  WHICH  GIVE  REGULAR  AND  WHOLE- 
SOME EMPLOYMENT  TO  THE  LABORING  CLASS,  INTO  THE 
HANDS  OF  THE  BROKERS  AND  SPECULATORS,  WHO  USE 

IT  TO  CRK.ATE  ARTIFICIAL  SCARCITY TO  MONOPOLIZE 

TIIE  NECESSARIES  OF  LIFE,  AND  TO  FOSTER  THAT  DIS- 
TRESS WHICH  MAKES  THEM  FLOURISH WHILE  THE 

POOR  BECOME  PAUPERS.  Now  let  the  pampered  bro-. 
ker,  the  shaving  bank  director,  and  the  prosperous 
speculator,  laugh  at  this,  if  it  shall  so  please  them. 

If  they  will  only  accompany  me  in  these  letters,  I 
will  venture  to  predict  that  if  I do  not  convince 
them,  I will  at  least  spoil  their  laughing,  even 
though  they  belong  to  the  sect  of  Democritus. 

Let  us  first  enquire  how  this  assertion  is  sup- 
ported by  the  operation  of  the  paper  system,  on 
the  mercljants.  It  ought  to  be  understood  that 
banks  were  originally  almost  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  this  class  of  the  community,  in 
all  countries.  Until  of  late  years,  neither  the  far- 
mer or  the  mechanic,  ever  thouglit  of  ruining  him- 
self, by  borrowing- money,  except  on  bond,  or  mort- 
gage, in  which  cases  the  loan  was  always  for  a 
length  of  time,  proportioned  to  the  slow  yet  cer- 
tain nature  of  their  gains.  They  were  too  wise, 
or  the  happy  simplicity  of  these  times  prevented 
their  being  duped  into  sixty  clays  loans,  that  might 
be  suddenly  resumed,  to  their  complete  ruin,  by 
forcing  tliem  into  the  sacrifice  of  their  property. 
The  merchant,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  profits  of 
his  trade,  by  the  quick  returns  of  money  for  his 
sale.s,  and  by  the  power  of  anticipating  the  pro- 
ceeds of  distant  shipments  by  drawing  bills  of  ex- 
change, it  was  supposed,  though  I think  erroneous- 
ly, could  afford  to  trade  on  a borrowed  capital  to 
a certain  extent,  without  incurring  the  certain  ruin 
of  Use  mechanic  and  farmer,  1 .say  I believe  the 
idea  was  a mistaken  one,  since  I cannot  bring  my 
mind  to  suppose,  that  loans  for  sixty  days,  liable 
to  be  withheld  at  the  will  of  iivo  bank  directors, 
can  be  ultimately  beneficial  to  any  class  of  peo 
pie  whatever,  except  shavers,  who  give  six  per  cent, 
for  their  loan.s,  and  take — as  much  as  they  can 
ge — conscientiously,  always  conscientiously.  Be 
Tills  as  it  may,  however,  it  is  certain  that  if  thepa- 
])er  system  can  be  of  benefit  to  any  honest  class 
of  tlie  community,  it  is  the  merchants.  Let  us 
ihereforesee  what  is  the  nature  of  these  supposed 
h -rn  liT.s, 

By  creating  an  enormous  redundancy  of  paper, 
bearing  no  kind  ■’  proportion  to  the  solitl  wealth 
of  the  nation— nor  to  the  real  wants  of  the  people, 
it  is  certain  that  at  least  two  coiisequcnces  will  re- 
sult, each  highly  injurious  to  tlie  merchants.  The 


prices  of  the  staple  commodities  of  the  country 
will  necessarily  be  enhanced  at  home,  to  such  a de- 
gree, that  the  nations  abroad,  which  are  not  bless- 
ed with  a paper  system,  cannot  afford  to  buy  them 
at  this  rate,  and  will  look  elsewhere  for  a supply. 
This,  and  this  alone,  in  a great  degree,  is  the 
cause  of  th-at  diminution  in  our  proper  export  trade 
and  employment  of  shipping,  which  is  felt  so  se- 
riously by  the  merchants  of  the  United  States. 

Again,  sir — This  depreciation  of  money,  or  in 
other  words,  this  high  price,  which  is  theresultof 
the  great  plenty  of  paper  rags,  filthy  to  the  touch 
and  abominable  to  the  smell — has  another  effect 
equally  pernicious  to  the  merchants.  It  overstocks 
the  exchange  with  merchants,  who  interfere  with 
each  others  business,  so  that  in  fact  the  ordinary 
quantity  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  them  from  starv- 
ing, and  they  become  brokers,  shavers,  specula- 
tors— -in  other  words,  blood  suckers  of  the  commu- 
nity. I appeal  to  the  merchants  of  our  great  trad- 
ing cities,  if  this  is  not  the  truth,  the  honest  truth. 

I ask  them,  if  there  is  half,  nay  one  fourth  regular 
business  enough  to  keep  them  from  starving.’’  The 
market  is  overdone — ihe  facility  of  borrowing  mo- 
ney of  the  banks,  has  multiplied  the  race  of  mer- 
chants to  such  an  extent  that  the  business  is  not 
worth  following;  and  accordingly  that  higli  and  re- 
spectable class  of  people,  once  the  ornament  and  the 
boast  of  this  land,  is  dwindling  by  degrees  into  a 
conten=iptible  motly  colleclion  of  money-brokers 
and  speculators. 

The  foregoing  are  the  inevitable  results  of  the 
paper  system,  even  admitting  that  the  banks  in  ge- 
neral conduct  their  business  fairly  and  lionestly. — 
There  are  others  equally,  nay  more,  fatal,  orinat- 
ing  in  the  pernicious,  wanton,  and  cruel  conduct 
of  these  institutions  towards  their  debtors.  These, 
though  not  the  inevitable,  are  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  placing  so  dangerous  a power  in  the 
hands  of  men,  to  be  examined,  not  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  land,  but  directed  by  the  interests, 
the  passions  and  caprices  of  our  nature. 

By  granting  large  loans  to  themselves,  that  is  to  say^ 
the  re.spective  directors,  tl^ey  enable  themselves  to 
monopolize — to  create  artificial  scarcity — to  stop 
the  regular  course  of  business  which  iDUSt  always 
depend  on  a regular  demand  and  supply — in  short, 
to  take  undue  advantage  of  distresses  of  their  own 
creation.  The  moral  effect  of  such  transactions  is, 
that  the  great  monopolizers  make  enormous  gains, 
while  the  miserable  dupes,  who  believe  this  artifi- 
cial scarcity  a real  one,  finding  at  length  the  arti- 
cle depreciating  every  day  on  their  hands,  and 
pushed  for  money,  send  their  goods  to  auction, 
where  not  unfrequentiy  they  are  purchased  at  half 
price,  by  the  same  monopolizers.  Were  it  not  for 
this  paper  capital,  such  things  could  not  take  place, 
because,  the  silly  merchants  are  enabled  to  buy  of 
each  other,  the  very  same  article,  over  and  over 
again — in  fact  to  consummate  their  own  ruin,  by 
bank  discounts.  I remember  a game  of  this  kind 
played  in  New-York,  some  years  ago.  Goods  were 
purchased,  under  the  influence  of  this  mania,  six, 
eight,  ten  times  over,  without  ever  being  removed 
from  the  place  where  they  were  originally  siored. 
It  was  computed  thattliese  very  goods  were  pledg- 
ed, in  effect,  to  the  banks  for  accommodations,  by 
their  respective  purchasers,  for  at  least  six  times 
their  value!  The  banks  hereupon  took  the  alarm 
— drew  in  their  discounts  when  every  body  was  in 
debt,  and  the  consequence  was  a sacrifice  of 
goods  at  auction  that  ruined  hundreds,  aye,  thou- 
sands of  people.  But,  my  masters — you  see,  sir, 

* I wish  to  make  friends  in  time  witb  the  future  bu-- 
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LERS  OF  THE  KATioN-r-iTiy  TTiasters,  the  money  bro 
kers,  bank  directors  and  speculators,  waxed  rich, 
and  flourished  beyond  all  former  example,  and  a 
race  of  miserable  reptiles  aspired  to  the  dignity  of 
men. 

And  here  permit  me  to  say  a few’  words  on  the 
righteous  fraternity  of  money  bhokehs,  which  by 
its  power,  wealth  and  numbers,  has  become  of  such 
consequence  as  to  influence  the  value  of  money, 
to  direct  the  course  of  exchange  from  one  part  of 
this  continent  to  another,  and  to  establish  the  re- 
lative rates  of  banknotes  in  every  market.  In  the 
present  filthy  state  of  the  national  currency,  these 
animals  are  generated  “like  maggots  in  a dead 
dog,”  and  actually  crawl  about  in  such  numbers  as 
to  keop  each  other  in  countenance,  and  diminish- 
ing our  abhorrence  by  tlie  frequency  of  their  ap- 
pearance. It  is  not  long  since  money  brokers  and 
money  changers  were  held  in  a contempt,  inherited 
from  fath.er  to  son,  from  generation  to  generation, 
even  since  their  great  ancestors  were  driven  from 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  I am  one  of  those,  sir, 
who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  branding  a whole  class 
■of  people  with  disgrace;  but  in  this  instance,  as  in 
most  others,  I am  satisfied,  that  the  univevs.al  opi- 
nion of  mankind  in  all  age.s,  is  founded  in  strict  im- 
mutable justice.  Universal  feeling,  is  truth;  and 
thougli  mankind  may  not  always  be  able  to  assign 
reasons  for  their  belief  yet  do  they  believe  correct- 
ly.  The  maxim,  that,  “what  every  body  believes 
must  be  true,”  like  all  other  homely  sayings,  is  the 
result  of  the  combined  experience  of  mankind. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  man  who  enters  on  the  bu- 
siness of  making  the  most  of  his  money,  by  lend- 
ing it  out  at  illegal  interest,  must  live  not  only  in 
the  habitual  violation  of  the  laws,  but  likewise  in 
the  habitual  disregard  of  every  feeling  of  humani- 
ty, Distress,  which  to  other  men  is  a motive  for 
relief— to  him  is  only  a temptation  to  more  bitter 
oppression.  He  must  begin  by  shutting  his  heart  to 
the  first  duly  of  a citizen,  obedience  to  the  laws— 
nnd  to  the  first  duty  of  a man,  humanity  to  his 
fellow  creatures.  He  trades  in  the  miseries  of 
mankind,  and  their  wants  are  his  wealth.  If  any 
one  come  to  him  with  a story  of  desperate  distress 
• — of  most  disastrous  misfortune — he  must  pause, 
not  to  .see  how  he  can  soften  his  misery,  but  how 
he  can  make  the  most  of  l»is  wretchedness — how  he 
can  but  strip  him  of  the  little  yet  left  from  the 
wreck  of  his  fortunes.  So  far  from  this  distress, 
or  that  misfortune,  being  considered  as  giving 
claim  to  compassion,  they  are  only  motives  for  de- 
manding a more  exorbitant  premium,  for  his  tem- 
porary accommodation.  A money  broker,  sir,  if  he 
had  a heart  like  other  men  would  be  ruined  instead 
of  growing  rich;  and  here  it  is,  that  without  en- 
quiring particularly  into  his  character,  we  set  him 
<lown  ex  tempore,  a hard  unfeeling  man,  and  we  are 
right  in  so  doing.  The  profession  ought  to  be — 
and  it  has  every  where,  and  until  lately,  been  held 
disreputable  and  contemptible.  The  people  who 
followed  it,  have  every  where  lost  their  Casie,  ex- 
cept since  the  corruptions  of  the  paper  age,  whose 
influence  has  raised  tliem  not  unfrequgntly  to  situ- 
ations, where  a combination  cf  tliem  could  mine 
the  credit  of  the  public  funds,  and  thwart  the 
iRO^t  important  measures  of  the  government. 

It  will  generally  be  found,  sir,  that  in  each  of 
the  honorable — perhaps  I should  say  right  honor- 
able banks,  there  is  an  animal  of  the  species  1 
have  just  delinated,  who  by  his  busy  impatience, 
low  cunning,  and  want  of  principle  (not  ahv:*^'.s, 
but  sometimes,  a recommendation  among  cerlaiu 
people)  rnanage.s  to  obtain  a miglity  sway  over  th'^ 


deliberations  of  the  dignified  body  of  Which  he  is 
a worthy  member.  He  has  moreover  a great  com- 
mand of  money— to  lend  or  to  refuse  to  lend— and 
even  bank  directors,  notwithstanding  tlie  liberal  al- 
lowance they  receive  from  alma  mater*  sometimes 
want  money.  Moreover,  sir — I speak  openly — be- 
cause I speak  with  ample  proof  of  the  fact — ^^many, 

I will  not  say  a majority  of  the  b.ank  directors,  are 
leagued  with  these  brokers,  and  employ  the  dis- 
counts they  receive,  in  his  very  dirty  shop,  in  shaft- 
ing notes  through  his  agency;  thus  escaping  the 
odium,  while  they  receive  the  gains  of  such  vile 
degradation. 

In  truth,  I am  heartily  sick  of  this  part  of  the 
subject,  but,  I must  and  will  explore  this  common 
sewer  of  human  turpitude,  from  beginning  to  end. 
A moment’s  reflection  will  show  us  the  natural  and 
inevitable  consequence  of  a person  of  the  true  bro- 
ker stamp,  exercising  a sway  over  a monied — 1 beg 
pardoN,  a paper  institution.  Let  us  see  what  it  is 
the  interest  of  this  man,  and  his  coadjutors  to  do 
— what  they  have  the  power  of  doing— for  this  they 
assuredly  will  do,  until  rogues  cease  to  be  without 
principle,  and  brokers  are  governed  by  every  other 
tie  than  simple — or  compound  interest.  Tiie  prin- 
cipal business  of  the  money  broker  is  discounting 
notes — shaving  them,  as  the  phrase  is — that  is  to 
say,  buying  them  at  as  great  adiscotintas  possible 
— no  matter  what  the  laws  say  on  the  subject.  I 
am  told  that  in  ordinary  cases  where  the  .security 
is  good,  and  tliepaper  undoubted,  tliey  don’t  charge 
more  tiian  two  per  cent,  a month  discoimt;  but 
this  is  really  a piece  of  moderation  I think  quite 
credit.able. 

The  more  people  want  money,  of  course  the 
more  the  broker  flourishes.  Other  men’s  prospe- 
rity is  identified  with  the  prosperity  of  the  country; 
but  the  broker  is  like  the  gravedigger,  who  grows 
rich  in  time  of  pestilence — the  more  people  are 
distressed  the  better  for  the  one,  and  the  more 
people  die  the  better  for  the  other. — It  follo  ws  then 
tiiat  the  broker  will  endeavor  to  create  this  want 
of  money,  this  public  distress,  so  far  as  lies  in 
his  power.  The  shortest,  and  most  usual  way  of 
doing  this  extensively,  is  to  discount  freely  to 
the  merchants,  until  they  are  over  head  and  ears 
in  debt,  or  at  least  to  the  extent  of  tlie  means 
of  payment,  possessed  by  drawers  and  endorserr-, 
and  then  suddenly  refuse  to  renew  the  notes  of  ac- 
commodation thus  discounted.  This  of  course 
puts  the  merchants  upon  their  resources — forces 
them  to  raise  money  at  any  sacrifice,  and  the  short 
and  the  long  of  it  is,  they  go  to  the  worthy  broker, 
with  the  very  notes  thrown  out  of  the  banks,  and 
which  both  he  and  his  fellow-shavers  know  to  be 
good  notes.  They  however,  take  advantage  of  the 
distress  thus  created  by  themselves,  and  the  un- 
fortunate, deluded,  swindled  merchant  pays  as 
much  for  getting  his  note  discounted  for  sixty  days” 
by  the  broker,  as  he  would  in  better  limes,  for  a 
two,  nay  five  or  six  years  loan.  Again  I appeal  to 
the  experience,  the  bitter  experience,  of  the  mer- 
chants, to  say  whether  these  are  not  solemn  truths? 

But  it  may  be  .said,  that  such  acts  are  bene.atli 
honorable  men.  I grant  you,  sir— but  however  it 
might  have  been  in  limes  past,  T do  seriously,  y^’t 
with  due  deference,  suggest,  that  bank  directors 
and  honorable  men,  are  now  no  longer  synonymous. 
I see  nolhir.g  in  tlie  conduct*'‘of  many  of  th  em, 
which  justifies  a single  doubt,  that  they  would  not 

*l  understuiid  tills  allowance  for  sliavlng,  specu- 
lating, h.c.  in  the  respectable  city  banks,  averages 
about,  to  cacii  of  the  directors,  ^vlOOO  a week- 
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descend  to  these  acts,  or  indeed  to  any  of  the  dirty 
acts  of  money  muking.  I know,  sir,  that  not  only 
the  directors  of  one,  but  of  many  banks,  combine 
in  this  manner,  to  suck  the  hearts-blood  of  the  ho- 
nest merchant — and  I know  also,  that  if  they  do 
not  combine,  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  two  per- 
sons,-j-  to  prevent  a note  being  discounted  by  a 
bank.  The  vote  of  two  directors  can  prevent  the  dis- 
count of  all  the  notes  offered  at  the  board  of  which 
they  are  members. 

Thus,  sir,  are  the  mercliants  placed  within  the 
grasp  of  the  money  brokers— liable  to  be  worried, 
shaved,  and  ruined,  at  the  interest,  the  caprice, 
or  the  enmity  of  a m m without  a soul!  Perhaps 
they  may  think,  the  desperate  chance  of  gaining 
wealth  afforded  by  these  temporary  accommoda- 
tions— the  power  they  give  of  passing  a short  lived 
impunity  of  worthless  splendor,  to  be  followed  by 
poverty  and  disgrace,  may  be  sufheient  to  overba- 
lance the  degradation  of  this  wretched  dependence 
on  the  lowest  cast  of  human  animals.  It  may  be 
so,  sir;  every  man  to  his  taste — but  for  my  part 
give  me  honest  poverty,  and  honest  rags — rather 
than  paper  rags,  and  miserable  dependence — 
wedth  to-day,  the  pris  n bounds  to-morrow — and 
all  the  horrible  contrast  between  a few  years,  per- 
haps months  only,  of  extravagance,  and  along  life 
of  penury,  insignificance,  or  contempt. 

P.  S.  The  length  of  this  letter  forbids  my  doing 
more  than  merely  to  suggest,  the  loss  and  inconve- 
nience, and  difficulty  arising  from  the  various  and 
irregular  state  of  the  currency,  which  prevents  re- 
mitting without  paying  a premium  of  some  kind  or 
other.  Tile  brokers  who  manage  these  matters, 
generally  find  the  balance  of  trade  in  some  way  or 
other  against  the  honest  gentleman  who  wants  to 
part  with  his  notes,  no  matter  of  what  place,  east, 
west,  north  or  south.  By  a weekly  statement  of  the 
rates  of  bank-note  exchanges  in  New- York  correct- 
ed by  a slock  and  exchange  broker,  it  appears  that 
the  notes  of  various  banks,  in  the  eastern,  middle, 
southern  and  western  states  are  received  in  that 
city  subject,  to  a depreciation  of  from  one  to  ten 
per  cent.  Tlie  banks  issue  them  at  par,  and  may 
buy  them  up  again  at  ten  per  cent,  discount.— 
What  a thriving  trade. 


Mr.  Forsyth’s  Speech^ 

IN  THE  nous  . OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  25,  1818, 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Clay,  to  make  an  appropria 
tionfova  minister  to  be  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  that  before  entering  into 
tiie  examination  of  the  subject  before  the  commit- 
tee, he  would  detain  them  for  a moment,  by  are- 
mark  or  two  on  a suggestion  that  had  fallen  from 
the  speaker,  so  remotely  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion, that  lie  should  probably  forget  it  if  he  omit- 
led  to  notice  it  then.  It  had  been  said  that  minis-, 
lei's  were  sent  from  the  United  States  to  all  the 
crowned  heads  in  Europe  wlio  had  ministers  here. 


•j-'l'liere  is  a great  want  or  precise  information  as 
to  the  interior  administration  of  banks.  The  di- 
rectors, 1 behuve,  are  sworn  to  secrecy,  like  the 
familiavs  of  the  inquisition,  and  little  is  allowed  to 
Ir  .nspire  with  respect  to  these  mysterious  institu- 
tions. 1 have  it,  however,  on  the  authority  of  an 
cvdirector,  that  tlie  usual  mode  of  deciding  on  a 
note  presented  at  the  board  for  discount,  is  as  fol- 
lows; 'i  he  note  is  lianded  round  from  one  to  ano- 
Ihsr,  and  if  two  members  iay  it  up-side  down  on 
the  table,  it  is  refused  without  further  explanation! 
There  is  no  necessity  of  assigning  reasons. 


A charge  d’affaires  to  the  United  States  was  reci- 
procated by  a minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
from  whence  he  came,  and  the  courts  of  Sweden, 
Holland,  and  Prussia,  had  been  particularly  named. 
The  last  is  one  to  which  a minister  was  expected 
to  be  sent,  particular  information  of  which  fact, 
Mr.  F.  was  supposed  to  possess.  But  for  this  per- 
sonal allusion  he  should  not  have  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  refer  to  this  subject.  (Mr.  Clay  explain- 
ed.) Mr.  F.  understood  perfectly  well  that  there 
was  no  unfriendly  spirit  in  tlie  remark,  it  was  are 
allusion  to  an  event  which  was  expected  to  occur, 
but  upon  what  foundation  he  had  been  at  a loss  to 
conjecture.  Certain  it  was,  he  bad  no  intimation 
that  this  or  any  other  diplomatic  appointment 
would  be  offered  to  him,  and  it  was  equally  certain 
diat  he  had  not  solicited  any.  An  idle  rumor  was 
in  circulation,  that  he  was  to  be  sent  abroad,  w-here, 
the  persons  circulating  it,  had  not  determined.  He 
hoped  to  be  consulted  as  to  the  place  of  exile,  where 
he  was  to  be  sent  into  hoilorable  banishment.  The 
administration  had  not,  he  believed,  determined  to 
send  a minister  to  Prussia,  of  any  grade.  There 
was  a mistake  as  to  the  fact,  in  the  case  of  Holland. 
The  government  of  the  Netherlands  had  sent  a 
minister  of  the  first  grade  to  the  United  States, 
before  Mr.  Eustis  went  to  the  Hague.  At  present 
there  was  only  a charge  here,  and  it  was  altogether 
probable  that  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
would  not  require  a representative  of  a different 
character  in  the  Netherlands,  The  appointments 
to  the  Hague  and  to  Sweden,  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Madison,  under  circumstances  requiring  them. 
With  regard  to  Sweden,  the  motive  for  the  original 
appointment  was  well  known.  It  was  made  at  a 
period  when,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  Europe, 
Sweden  was  an  important  power.  She  was  the  key- 
stone of  the  arch  of  the  great  confederation  against 
France,  and  it  was  part  of  our  policy  at  that  period 
to  stand  well  with  all  the  powers  in  the  North  of 
Europe.  The  restoration  of  peace  certainly  ren- 
dered this  mission  of  minor  importance;  and  when 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  came  home,  it 
was  not  expected  that  he  would  again  return  to  fix 
his  official  residetuje  at  Stockholm,  Why  he  re- 
turned to  Sweden  was  well  known  to  the  honora- 
ble speaker  as  to  any  member  of  the  house.  Mr. 
F,  was  confident  that  he  would  not  remain  there. 

Was  the  importance  of  the  amendment  proposed, 
to  be  estimated  by  the  interest  it  excited,  and  the 
extraordinary  manner  in  which  it  had  been  pre- 
sented, a few  subjects  of  equal  magnitude  had  ever 
been  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  national  le- 
gislature. That  the  deep  interest  felt  in  the  fate 
of  the  measure,  was  not  confined  to  those  who  were 
to  decide  upon  it,  was  apparent  from  the  crowded 
benches  of  the  hall  and  the  overflowing  gallery. 
For  ourselves  the  throne  of  grace  had  been  that 
morning  addressed  to  purify  our  hearts  and  en- 
lighten our  understandings  for  its  correct  decision. 
Every  one  must  be  struck  by  the  whimsical  con- 
trast between  the  real  and  fetitions  importance  of 
the  proposition.  To  judge  from  the  extraordinary 
exertions  of  the  speaker,  from  the  ground  over 
which  he  travelled  and  the  variety  of  objects  no- 
ticed by  him,  it  would  seem  he  believed  it  worthy 
of  the  exertions  of  all  his  industry,  ability,  and  en- 
thusiasm.  That  the  freedom  and  happiness  of 
eighteen  millions  of  people  were,  in  truth,  involved 
in  Its  decision.  Mr.  F.  had  in  vain  tasked  his  ima- 
gination to  discover  that  such  consequences  could, 
follow  from  it.  He  could  not  perceive  the  miracu- 
lous influence  of  appropriating  eighteen  thousand 
dollars  for  an  ciilfit  and  salary  for  a minister  to  La 


NILES’  REGISTER  AY  1818— MR.  FORSYTH’S  SPEECH. 


U7 


Plata,  to  commence  -when,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
president^  a minister  should  be  sent  to  that  govern- 
ment. All  the  facts  stated  by  the  speaker  might 
be  admitted,  the  arguments  founded  upon  them 
might  be  considered  as  conclusive,  still  the  amend- 
ment proposed  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  How  ob- 
vious then  must  be  the  propriety  of  rejecting  it, 
when  the  facts  were  disputable  and  the  reasoning 
inconclusive.  Admitting  the  independence  of  La 
Plata  to  be  established,  that  it  was  the  right  and 
the  duty  of  the  U States  to  recognize  that  inde- 
pendence; that  war  with  Spain  or  any  other  power, 
would  not  follow;  that  our  interest  and  our  honor 
required  this  step  to  be  taken;  still  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  rejected.  IF  recognition  is  made  it  is 
to  be  done  in  the  United  States.  We  are  to  ac- 
knowledge their  independence;  to  send  a minister 
to  La  Plata  is  to  ask  them  to  acknowledge  ours.  A 
minister  must  be  sent  to,  and  accredited  by  this 
government.  It  had  not  as  yet  appeared  that  the 
government  of  La  Plata  desired  or  expected  us  to 
make  such  an  acknowledgment,  at  least  no  one 
with  requisite  authority  was  kijown  to  have  been 
sent  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  asking  such 
a favor.  Another  objection,  not  less  obvious,  was 
presented  by  the  constitutional  division  of  the 
powers  of  the  government.  Heretofore  the  presi- 
dent and  senate  were  left  to  the  exclusive  manage- 
ment of  the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  United 
States.  Ministers  were  received  from  other  pow- 
ers and  sent  from  this  country  to  other  govern- 
ments, with  whom  political  or  commercial  interest 
required  us  to  negociate,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives contented  itself  with  its  constitutional 
check  upon  the  exercise  of  this  authority;  satished 
that  they  could  at  ail  times  prevent  its  improvident 
exertion  by  withholding  appropriations  from  those 
missions,  the  public  interest  did  not  require.  This, 
however,  proposes  a new  system;  this  house,  instead 
of  checking,  is  made  to  stimulate  the  executive  to 
a further  extension  of  its  patronage.  This  new 
system  might  have  its  conveniency,but  these  would 
be  found  on  examination  to  be  personal  conve- 
niences to  aspiring  and  designing  members  of  the 
legislative  body,  at  the  expense  of  the  general  wel- 
fare. The  suggestion,  that  under  the  present  ex- 
traordinary circumstances  of  the  world,  the  expres- 
sion of  the  public  opinion  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people  ought  to  precede  the  movements  of  the 
executive,  was  not  entitled  to  the  weight  which 
was  given  to  it.  The  president  does  not  require  to 
be  told  that  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
the  people  who  selected  him  to  preside  over  their 
government,  are  prepared  at  all  times,  and  at  every 
hazard,  to  do  their  duty.  He  dare  not  doubt  that  he 
will  be  supported  in  every  measure  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  require  him  to  adopt.  Were  it 
really  true  that  the  executive  magistrate  had  disco- 
vered a criminal  indifference  on  this  subject,  Mr.  F. 
said  he  would  be  among  the  most  eager  to  express 
such  an  opinion  in  the  only  form  in  which  an  opinion 
could  be  expressed,  by  a resolution  of  the  house. 
Boldly  and  openly  declaring  its  dislike  of  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued,  and  recommend- 
ing the  necessary  change.  The  amendment  to  an 
appropriation  bill  in  the  form  proposed,  did  not 
convey  such  an  opinion.  The  president  miglit  con- 
jecture that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture; yet,  even  while  forming  this  conjecture,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  look  beyond  the  act 
to  the  motives  assigned  to  those  who  advocated  it. 
As  a measure  of  ordinary  policy,  the  proposition 
was  inadmissible;  as  an  extraordinary  measure,  it 
was  indefensible.  It  \yas  recominended  as  a bold, 


independent,  manly  expression  of  the  public  senti- 
ment, placing  the  house  of  representatives  in  tha 
front  rank  in  the  march  of  the  government  on  a 
dangerous  and  untried  field;  it  was  in  reality  un- 
meaning  and  insignificant  in  its  character;  anrl 
while  it  proceeds  by  hinting  to  the  president  the 
course  he  should  pursue,  it  warily  shelters  the 
house  from  all  responsibility  for  the  consequences 
behind  the  executive  discretion.  If  our  interference 
is  necessary,  let  us  act  effectually;  marking  the 
steps  necessary  to  be  taken,  and  taking  the  respon  - 
sibility  for  the  result;  claiming  all  the  honor  and 
bearing  all  the  disaster,  l-et  us  not  at  least  pre- 
tend to  give  the  executive  a discretion  already 
possessed,  thus  diminishing  his  responsibility  with 
out  adding  to  our  own. 

Mr.  F.  could  not  but  remark  an  apparent  con- 
tradiction in  the  address  of  the  speaker  on  this 
subject  of  tlie  declaration,  made  a few  days  siiice 
in  a discussion  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  relations.  He  had  censured  witli 
much  asperity  the  patience  discovered  by  the  go- 
vernment in  its  correspondence  wiih  the  Spanish 
minister,  and  thanked  his  God  that  he  did  not  pos- 
sess that  Job-like  attribute.  In  the  address  of  yes- 
terday we  were  told  that  he  was  opposed  to  war 
with  Spain— would  do  no  act  which  would  give  her 
just  cause  of  war — would  not  violently  seize  any 
of  her  possessions.  It  would  seem  that  impatient 
as  the  honorable  speaker  may  be  at  the  situation  of 
the  dispute  with  Spain,  he  is  not  disposed  to  do  any 
act  calculated  to  bring  it  to  an  immediate  deter- 
mination. The  difference  between  the  adminis- 
tration and  himself,  is  that  they  would  waK  v.  itli 
patience,  and  he  impatiently,  the  change  in  the 
Spanish  councils.  The  honorable  gentleman  would 
pardon  the  notice  of  a species  of  inconsistency  in 
the  course  he  wished  to  pursue.  He  believed  that 
Spain  ought  to  be  pressed;  that  the  moment  was 
peculiarly  fortunate,  and  ought  not  to  be  lost. 
How  was  this  pressing  to  be  made.'’  By  argument.? 
That  had  been  tried  in  vain.  Certainly  not.  By 
threats  never  intended  to  be  executed.?  The  cha- 
racter of  the  speaker  forbids  such  a supposition. 
Not  by  war;  that  had  been  disclaimed.  Not  by 
any  means  that  would  give  Spain  justifiable  cause 
of  war.  These,  also,  had  been  rejected.  It  was 
difficult  to  imagine  how  the  object  was  to  be  ac- 
complished, unless  a subsequent  suggestion  fur- 
nished a key  to  the  mystery.  He  would  take  the 
step  in  relation  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  we  might 
rightfully  take,  and  leave  Spain  to  do  as  she  thought 
proper.  If  she  continued  to  refuse  to  do  us  jus- 
tice, the  important  question  of  peace  or  war  was 
then  to  be  decided.  If  Mr.  Forsyth  understood 
the  policy  recommended,  it  uas  to  do  rightfully  all 
we  could  to  tempt  Spain  to  declare  war  against  us; 
and  if  we  failed  in  all  these,  then  v/e  could  declare 
war  against  Spain.  Thus,  while  disclaiming  all  idea 
of  war,  the  speaker  looked  constantly  to  that  issue. 
The  sources  of  temptation  were  in  the  dispute  with 
her  colonies;  we  were  first  to  recognize  them, 
what  follows  is  easily  foreseen.  The  motive  for 
this  abandonment  of  our  own  quarrel,  to  engage  in 
war  on  account  of  the  Spanish  American  govern- 
ments, was  the  apprehension;  if  we  moved  in  our 
own  case,  we  should  be  justly  charged  with  a thirst 
of  aggrandizement — excite  the  jealousy,  perhaps 
the  hostility,  of  some  other  power,  and  enjoy  he 
sympathy  of  none.  If  an  interference  with  Spanish 
affairs  is  the  ground  of  dispute,  we  shall  have  the 
sympathies  of  the  world  on  our  side,  and  excite 
neither  jealousy  nor  hostility  in  any  of  the  nations 
of  Europe.  Mr.  F.  believecj*  with  the  speaker  , 


358 


NILES^  REGiSTER— MAY  2,  1SIS--MR.  FORSYTH’S  SPEECH. 


that  the  present  was  an  auspicious  moment  for  a 
settlement  of  the  Spanish  controversy;  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  suffered  to  escape,  fie  was  not  for  war, 
but  for  such  a movement  in  our  own  dispute,  as 
would  place  the  means  of  indemnity  in  our  posses- 
sion, as  should  enable  the  government  to  do  jus- 
tice to  its  injured  citizens,  whatever  might  be  the 
tuture  condition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  It  was 
war  if  Spain  chose  to  consider  it  so;  it  was  short  of 
war  if  she  desired  to  remain  at  peace.  The  jea- 
lousy or  hostility  of  foreign  powers  could  not  be 
reasonably  excited  by  such  a course.  Sympathy 
WJ.9  out  of  the  question.  No  European  government 
felt  it  for  the  United  States:  tliey  do  not  fear  our 
power,  but  they  dread  our  example;  they  do  not 
apprehend  danger  from  our  physical  strength,  but 
tremble  at  the  moral  influence  of  our  institutions. 
The  course  of  the  speaker  was  the  one  best  calcu- 
lated to  excite  all  their  jealousies  and  hostilities;  to 
coniirm  an  idea,  Spain  had  been  at  all  times  exert- 
ing herself  to  enforce,  that  we  were  the  cause  of 
■ the  disturbances  in  her  possessions,  the  aiders  and 
.abettors  of  her  revolting  subjects,  and  on  all  occa- 
sions ready  to  sow  discord  among  the  subjects  of 
princes,  and  to  jeopardize  thie  safety  of  the  coloni- 
al dependencies  of  European  powers.  War  with 
Spain  was  no  bugbear  to  him;  but  if  it  was  com- 
menced, it  sbo-uldbe  in  our  own  quarrel,  and  should 
not  be  mixed  with  baser  matter.  The  administra- 
tion qccupied  the  middle  ground  between  the 
speaker  and  himself,  probably  the  safest  and  most 
congenial  to  the  wishes  and  the  interest  of  the 
people.  There  was  one  point  on  which  there  would 
be  no  dispute  between  them;  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment washy  each  of  them  preferred  to  the  po- 
licy recommended  by  the  other.  Mr.  F.  was, 
however,  justified  by  the  opinion  of  the  speaker,  in 
believing  that  a war  would  not  be  the  consequence 
of  either  project.  “Spain  would  not,  and  could 
not,  declare  war  against  us,  from  the  state  of  her 
finances,  and  the  ruin  of  her  resources.’*  The 
wisdom  of  tlie  two  plans  was,  therefore,  to  b'e  test- 
ed by  the  benefits  which  we  would  or  should  de- 
rive from  complete  successj  without  the  hazard  of 
a contest  for  either. 

'rite  amendment  was  advocated  as  a recognition 
of  the  independence  of  La  Plata.  The  argument 
of  the  honorable  mover  was  directed  to  this 
point;  and  Mr.  F.  was  well  aware  that  one  ques- 
tion was  frequently  argue^d,  and  another  decided, 
and  that  the  vote  of  decision  was  sometimes  de- 
termined on  the  merits  of  the  question  discussed. 
Considering  it  as  an  open  proposition  to  recognize, 
he  was  content  to  meet  it,  and  that  it  should  suc- 
ceed or  fail  on  the  propriety  of  refusing  or  making 
an  immediate  recognition.  Wliere  was  the  motive 
fo  • this  step.?  Wiiat  beneficial  consequences  will 
flow  from  it  to  La  Plata  or  the  United  States.? 
What  benefits,  commercial  or  political,  will  ac- 
crue.? The  commerce  between  the  people  of  this 
government  and  tliat  of  revolutionary  La  Plata, 
was  free  and  unrestrained.  Our  citizens  enjoyed 
all  that  they  asked  in  the  ports  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  the  people  of  La  Plata  were  admitted  to  the 
rights  and  hospitalities  that  are  shewn  to  any  fo- 
reigner.s  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  Arms, 
ammunitions,  all  the  products  of  our  agriculture 
and  industry,  tliat  their  wants  may  require,  are 
reely  purchased  and  transported  in  their  own  or 
American  vessels,  without  delay  or  molestation. 
Their  vessels,  armed  and  equipped  for  war,  are 
admitted  without  scruple  into  our  ports  and  treated 
with  a kindness  they  have  but  too  frequently  abus- 
ed. Ai*e  there  any  important  political  results  to 


proceed  from  this  step  to  either  party.?  To  us  there 
certainly  are  none;  to  them  the  only  possible  ad- 
vantage would  be  the  probability  that  our  example 
would  be  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  Mr. 
F.  spoke  on  the  supposition  that  no  war  with  Spain 
was  produced  by  this  act.  Our  recognition  was 
better  calculated  to  excite  the  jealousy  and  the 
prejudice  of  despotic  governments  against  this 
new  power,  than  to  produce  a similar  recognition  of 
their  claims  to  a place  in  the  family  of  nations;  bet- 
ter calculated  to  produce  a combination  of  despo- 
tic power,  to  their  ruin,  than  a friendly  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  their  independence.  This  ac- 
knowledgment was  useless  to  them  politically  and 
commercially.  All  the  practical  benefits  arising 
from  it,  were  enjoyed  so  long  as  we  considered  their 
independence  as  existing  without  pronouncing  a 
decision  upon  that  point  disputed  by  them  with 
Spain.  ^ Where  was  the  motive  to  be  found  to  jus- 
tify this  improvident  hurry  to  the  useless  acknow- 
ledgment of  a government  whose  independence 
depended  wholly  upon  its  own  .exertions.?  That 
could  not  be  aided  in  its  progress  by  such  a decla- 
ration, unless  accompanied  by  substantial  aid;  an 
aid  even  the  sanguine  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
did  not  propose  to  give. — It  was  said,  however, 
that  we  ought  to  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  a sis- 
ter republic.  If  we  did  not  who  would.?  With 
ynore  than  ordinary  diligence,  Mr.  F.  had  endear 
vored  to  find  the  freedom  and  liberality  in  the 
frame  and  institutions  of  this  new  government, 
which  would  entitle  it  to  this  name.  He  had  sought 
for  them  in  vain.  There  was  a congress  and  a su- 
preme director;  a congress,  the  speaker  has  said, 
chosen  somewhaf  like  our  o-wn.  Mr.  F.  would  have 
rejoiced  to  learn  in  what  this  resemblance  consist- 
ed. If  the  congress  were  chosen  by  the  people,  he 
had  been  deceived  by  the  outline  of  the  revolution 
in  Spanish  America;  a v/ork  to  which  he  referred 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  speaker.  The  sole 
resemblance  was  in  name.  The  government  of  La 
Plata  was  a military  despotism,  like  the  republic 
of  France  in  the  days  of  the  consulate,  but  desti- 
tute of  its  order,  strength,  and  stability.  If  the 
resemblance  was  perfect, the  government  andpeo- 
ple  of  La  Plata  worthy  to  be  ranked  by  our  sides 
in  the  community  of  nations,  still  the  inutility  of 
such  an  acknowledgment  is  a satisfactory  reason 
for  refraining  from  it. 

Mr.  For.syih  thought  he  might  safely  leave  the 
question  to  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  after 
shewing  that  the  most  powerful  recommendations 
of  the  amendment  were,  that  it  was  unmeaning  and 
harmless.  But  he  considered  it  a duty  to  examine 
more  at  large  the  various  inducements  offered  by 
the  speaker  to  ensure  its  success.  Mr.  F.  knew 
and  felt  the  danger  to  which  he  exposed  himsell 
by  this  course — that  he  would  be  assailed  as  an 
enemy  to  liberty,  &c.  Exertions  had  been  made  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  such  impressions 
against  all  tho.se  who  thought  with  him  on  this  sub- 
ject. Notice  had  been  given  from  this  city,  and 
was  now  ringing  through  the  western  country,  that 
questions  were  to  be  brought  into  view,  by  whose 
decision  the  people  Would  be  able  to  discriminate 
between  those  who  were  just  and  unjust  to  the 
patriot  cause — between  the  friends  and  the  ene- 
mies of  freedom.  Such  considerations  had  no  in- 
fluence upon  his  conduct.  He,  who  was  deterred 
by  antici[)ated  censure  or  threatened  calumny, 
from  tlie  performance  of  any  duty,  was  not  worthy 
to  represent  a free  people — to  preside  even  in  the 
most  subordinate  sphere  over  the  movements  of  a 
mighty  empire.  Careless  of  the  motives  which 


KILES’  REGISTER— MAY  2,  18;8— MR.  FORSYTH'S  SPEECH. 


159 


might  be  imputed  to  him,  he  should  proceed  to 
shew  that  the  speaker  had  offered  no  sufficient  in- 
ducements to‘ justify  his  roposal,  in  the  origin, 
progress,  or  character  of  the  revolution  in  Spa- 
nish America;  that  it  is  not  demanderl  by  our  com- 
mercial or  political  interest  in  the  great  struggle 
between  Spain  and  her  former  dependencies;  that 
while  he  admitted  it  was  the  right  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  not  a duty  to  recognize  the  new  go- 
vernment; that  it  could  not  be  done  without  the 
danger  of  war  with  Spain;  and  that  it  was  not  suf- 
ficiently demonstrated  that  Buejios  Ayres  had  es- 
tablished, and  would  maintain,  a free  and  indepen- 
dent government.  In  tracing  the  origin  of  the  re- 
volution, the  speaker  had  carried  us  back  to  the 
first  invasion  of  Mexico  and  Peru  to  t’ue  days  of 
Cortez  and  PizaiTO,  of  Montezuma  and  Atabalepa 
From  that  period  he  had  given  a faint  outline  of 
the  cruel,  selfish,  monopolizing,  and  debasing  poli- 
cy of  Spain  to  her  American  dependencies.;  foreign 
and  inter  colonial  intercourse  forbidden  to  her 
subjects  in  these  magnificent  and  fertile  regions  of 
the  earth;  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  directed  by 
the  narrow  policy  of  an  unjust  government;  the 
soul  itself  debased  to  the  purposes  of  oppression, 
by  municipal  regulation.  It  was  a gloomy  picture 
of  a sad  reality;  a faithful  representation  of  nature, 
drawn  by  a master’s  hand.  The  policy  was  but 
too  truly  cliaraci-erised,  and  its  success  was  as 
complete  as  its  character  vvas  atrocious.  It  had 
been  pursued  with  undeviating  steadiness,  until 
the  horrible  contrast  was  exhibited  of  a people  the 
most  debased,  in  the  midst  of  the  airest  regions 
of  the  globe;  man,  the  master  work  of  creation, 
with  intellect  enervated  by  despotism,  and  soul 
withered  by  superstition,  surrounded  by  the  most 
sublime  and  stupendous  monuments  ofinanimated 
nature.  Was  the  origin  of  tlie  revolution  to  be 
found  in  this  systematic  oppression.?  It  would  be 
looked  for  here  in  vain.  To  use  the  language  of 
the  speaker,  Spain  would  have  succeeded  in  con- 
tinuing this  system,  but  for  the  transactions  of 
Bayonne.  The  puerile  ambition  of  Napoleon,  was 
the  foundation  of  the  South  American  struggle. 
The  old  world  was  convulsed;  eighteen  millions 
of  people  were  agitated  in  the  new,  by  his  childish 
desire  to  have  a king  of  the  new  dynasty  on  the 
throne  of  Spain;  by  his  silly  anxieiy  to  substitute 
the  Bonapartes  for  the  Bourbons,  over  all  nations 
dependent  upon  Ids  colossal  power  Was  t!ds  great 
event  hailed  with  joy  by  the  Spanisli  Americans.? 
Was  the  glorious  opportunity  of  breaking  their 
chains,  seized  with  avidity.?  Far,  very  far,  from  it. 
They  were  stunned  by  this  unexpected  occurrence; 
stupified  by  the  dreadful  alternative  of  self-govern- 
ment, or  submission  to  French  rule.  Like  the 
unhappy  man,  long  immured  in  the  gloom  of  a pri- 
son, they  had  been  so  long  deprived  of  his  glori 
ous  light,  that  the  beams  Of  the  blessed  sun  were 
hateful  to  tlieir  eyes.  This  fortunate  event  was 
considered  a national  calamity,  to  which  there  was 
no  alleviation,  but  the  opportunity  it  afforded  to 
discover  their  unshaken  loyalty  and  blind  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  their  adored  king.  Their  resour- 
ces were  devoted  to  his  service,  Tlie  sole  diffi- 
culty was  to  find,  during  his  imprisonment,  a sub- 
stitute for  the  royal  authority.  The  laws,  and  cus- 
toms, and  frame  of  government,  in  other  respects, 
remained  without  change;  the  municipalities,  ha- 
ciendas, audiencias,  &c.  all  the  subordinate  ma- 
chinery,  continued  in  its  accustomed  place,  and 
performed  its  accustomed  operations;  and,  although 
the  necessity  of  additional  exertion  produced  a 
greater  vigor  of  character  and  boldness  ofiliought 


in  thy  heads  of  i\\e  government,  the  great  mass 
remained  unaltered  in  habits,  opinions,  and  de- 
sires, England,  covering  the  peninsula  of  Spain 
and  Poriugal  with  her  armies,  and  the  enemy  of 
France,  procured,  without  difficulty,  the  great  ob- 
ject of  her  long  continued  solicitude— a free  com- 
merce with  Spanish  America.  Juntas  were. estab- 
lished upon  the  same  principles  as  the  juntas  of 
Spain,  and  war  with  the  junta  of  Sp.dn  was  occasi- 
oned by  the  refusal  of  Spanish  America  to  acknow- 
ledge that  they  were  the  legitimate  repository  of 
the  royal  power  in  both  hemispheres.  The  tmluip- 
py  land  was  rent  by  internal  factions,  in  whicli  the 
people  were  the  instrument's  of  designing  ambi- 
tion.  The  leading  men  disputed  for  the  honor  of 
being  the  royal  substitute,  none  for  the  glory  df 
establishing  a free  government,  founded  upon  tite 
principles  of  justice  and  equality,  whose  basis  was 
the  power,  whose  object  was  the  happiness  of  the 
people.  The  most  bold,  and  successful,  and  ho- 
noral‘0  exertion  for  tlie  formation  of  a liberal  go- 
vernment, was  made  in  Venezuela.  But  this  new 
government  was  overturned  bij  an  earthquake  in 
1812.  The  misguided  people  were  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  this  awful  visitation  was  the  immediate 
consequence  of  their  conduct,  the  just  judgment 
of  an  angry  God  upon  the  revolution,  and  those 
who  promoted  or  fivored  its  success.* 


After  many  months  of  continued  debates,  the  representatives 
of  Venezuela  offered  for  the  approbation  of  the  people,  on  the^d 
of  December,  1811,  the  promised  constitution.  It  formed  ^vo- 
lume divided  into  nine  chapters.  Iw  the  first,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion  is  proposed  as  that  of  the  state.  In  the  secouii,  it  is 
proposed  that  the  general  congress  should  be  divided  inm  two 
houses— that  of  the  representatives  and  the  senate;  to  be  ioi/itly  in- 
vested with  the  power  of  declaring  war,  making  peace/ raising 
armies,  &c.  the  election  of  the  rei>resentatives  to  be  inatlr  by  el  c- 
toral  colleges,  and  that  of  the  senate  by  the  provincial  h^islatures. 
The  third  chapter  treats  of  the  executive  power,  whlc^  was  to  be 
confided  to  three  persons  to  be  chosen  by  the  electoral  colleges'; 
and  these  persons  were  to  be  invested  with  power  /to  nominate 
generals  for  the  army,  and  to  appoint  officers  to  who^  the  adminis- 
tration and  collection  of  the  public  revenue  were  be  intrusted, 
&c.  The  fourth  chapter  describes  a supreme  </ourt  of  justice, 
which  was  to  decide  on  civil  and  criminal  que^ions  in  matters 
concerning  the  federal  compacts;  likewise  the/rrial  by  .jury,  &c. 
The  fifth  determines  the  limits  of  provincial  Authorities,  the  mu- 
tual g uarantee  of  the  provinces  to  each  oth<^  and  that  Guayan-a 
and  Maracaybo  should  be  admitted  into  the  federation  as  soon  as 
they  were  free  from  Spain.  The  sixth  aneVseventh  propose  that 
the  constitution  should  be  revised,  and  reeene  the  sanction  of  the 
people.  The  eight  declares  the  soverei^ty  of  tlie  people,  the 
rights  of  mania  society;  that  foreigners/ of  any  nation  whatever 
should  be  admitted  into  Venezuela,  proyliled  they  would  respect 
the  national  religion;  that  the  use  of  mrture  should  be  abolished, 
&c.  The  ninth,  and  last,  is  devoted  to  general  subjects;  treats  of 
promoting  the  civilization  of  the  Iitjians,  and  of  declaring  the 
rnniattoesand  pardos  eligible  to  an/ employment  whatever  in  the, 
state;  likewise  of  confirming  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  as 
decreed  by  the  supreme  junta  Caracas,  on  the  Mth  July,  1310. 

In  imitation  of  the  United  ^tes  of  America,  the  congress  set 
apart  a territory,  in  which  foe  authorities  of  the  confederation 
were  to  reside;  the  town  ofXalencia  was  fixed  upon,  and  the  con- 
gress there  held  its  sessipi/in  the  beginning  of  March,  1312. 

“All  prospered  in  Venezuela  at  that  time;  the  goveraraent  was 
respected;  the  militay/ force  sufficient  to  support  it;  and  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  nnauirnous.  Commerce  was  in  some  degree  flou- 
rishing, am)  Venezuela,  wishing  to  promote  that  with  England,  a 
reduction  of  four  per  cent,  was  made  in  the  custom  house  duties 
in  favor  of  English  manufactures.  Three  thousand  men,  nod  r the 
command  of  General  Moreno,  were  on  the  hanks  of  the  Oronofc- 
co,  ready  to  cross  that  river,  and  to  attack  the  roimlists  in  tiie  city 
of  Guayana  or  Angostura,  whose  inhabitants  had,  on  many  ocea- 
siems,  evinced  their  inclination  in  favor  of  the  new  government, 
but  were  checked  by  the  Spaniards  from  publicly  declaring  this 
inclination.  Colonel  Xalon,  with  one  battalion  of  good  troops, 
was  stationed  at  Barquisimeto,  supposing  the  royalists  of  Coro 
might  attempt  an  attack  on  that  side.  Bat,  alas!  short  in  Vem- 
zuela  was  the  possession  of  this  prosperity! 

‘•On  the  26th  of  March,  1812,  between  four  and  five,  P.  M.  Ve- 
nezuela was  visited  by  one  of  those  tremen  ions  earthquakes  which 
from  time  to  time  ruin  whole  provinces.  Diiritig  a luimite  and 
fifteen  seconds,  the  earth  was  ooavnlsed  in  every  direction,  and 
nearly  twenty  thousand  persons  fell  victims.  Tlie  torVns  of  Cara- 
cas, La  Gnayra,  iMayqiietia.  Merkla.  an  1 Sanfelipe,  were  totally 
destroyed.  Barquisimeto,  Valencia,  La  Vitfovia,  and  otlv  ’ s,  su.'V.  r- 
ed  considerably.  This  catastrophe  happ.  ju  d on  Ilolj^  diuirsday! 
ia  day  when  eve^y  Christian  eluirch  jKcujjarly  commeinorafes  tb.e 
jsulferings  of  our  blessed  Redeem-  r,  and  at.  the  vtry  liour  when  the 
{people  were  crowding  into  tiie  church's  to  tin-  p.-ocessions 

I which  are  usual  in  Roman  Catholic  eo^jtUrk's,  aiid  theur 
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^ It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  principles  of  po- 
litical, civil  and  religious  freedom  had  been  deve- 
loped in  the  progress  of  the  revolution;  the  present 
§tate  of  it  would  discover  how  far  the  people  of 
Spanish  America  had  improved  in  the  knowledge 
of  their  personal  rights,  and  their  determination  to 
maintain  them.  In  Mexico  the  contest  was  at  an 
Olid;  at  all  times  of  a doubtful  issue,  t)ie  last  ray 


of  hope  Was  extinguished  by  the  death  of  the  gal- 
lant and  unfortunaie  Mina.  Tiiis  disastrous  ter 
imination  of  the  struggle  was  not  produced  by  the 
successful  exertion  of  the  power  of  Old  Spain;  it 
was  effected  by  the  eff  >rts  of  a people  who  formed 
a large  portion  of  the  eighteen  millions  of  men, 
who  were  represented  as  'ontendlng  in  the  glorious 
causa,  of  freedom.  In  Caracas,  a sanguinary,  and 
dreadful,  a id,  at  best,  a doubtful,  contest  was 
maintained,  with  tlie  modern  Alva,  by  the  imitator 
of  his  cruelty,  Bolivar.  La  Plata  and  Chili  had  bet- 
ter prospects  of  success;  and  all  our  sanguine  hopes 
are  fixed  upon  them.  Thus,  of  the  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  people,  for  whom  our  sympathy  is  demand- 
ed, more  tlian  thirteen  millions  are  the  contented 
, slaves  of  the  Soanish  authority;  and  it  was  the 
1 madness  or  stupidity  of  Ferdinand,  that  prevented 
\ -the  voluntary  return  of  all  to  their  ancient  thral- 
i dom.  A decree  of  oblivion  for  the  past,  would  have 
reinstated  the  Spanish  power,  if  it  had  been  pro- 
ymulgated  by  Ferdinand  on  his  restoration  to  the 
throne.,  Mr.  F.  rested  this  opinion  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a work  to  which  he  had  before  referred, 
the  outline  of  the  revolution  in  South  America. 


In  the  conclusion  of  that  work  it  is  said,  “The  re 
turn  of  Ferdinand  might  have  brought  with  it  the 
return  of  peace,  Tlie  people  were  tired  of  war: 
the  leaders  of  the  revoKuion  disappointed  in  their 
views;  a large  body  of  the  people  in  a state  of  apa 
thy  or  is\difference;  and,  what  v/a^  still  more  im- 
portant, the  veneration  attached  to  the  name  of 
Ferdinand  still  existed,  though,  in  some  degree, 
diminished.?’  This  veneration  was  converted  into 
a dread  of  Kis  resentment,  by  the  mission  of  .Mo 
rilip  and  his  liangninary  suite.  Mr.  F.  trusted  in 
Heaven  that  tUs  act  of  royal  madness  would  meet 
with  its  appropriate  punishment,  in  the  total  sub 
version  of  his  w?,stern  empire;  tliat  thus  compelled 
to  continue  a resistance  to  the  Spanish  yoke,  that 
the  people  would  acquire,  what  experiefice  and 
suffering  had  not  yU  taught  them,  the  knowledge 
of  their  strength,  and  the  means  of  using  it  to  th" 
iestab  i-  iment  of  a government  sitnilar  to  ou: 


presentation  ofour  Saviour  led  v,  the  cross.  Troops  are  placed  on 
such  occasions  at  the  entrance  of -he  churches,  to  follow  the  pro. 
cession;  and  many  cliurches,  and  ftie  principal  barracks  at  Cara- 
cas,  being  thrown  down  there  was  a considerable  number  of  sol- 
ders kiUed,  and  many  thousand  persons  crusiied  under  their  ruins. 
The  arms  and  ammunition,  destined  for  the  defence  of  thecoun- 
ti-y,  were  buried  in  a similar  manner;  and  what  was  worse,  an  un- 
conquerable enemy  to  the  independence  of  Veiiezivela  .seemed  to 
raise  its  head  from  among  the  ruins-that  religious  prejudice  which 
the  earthquake  inspired. 

“Ill  an  era  less  remarkable,  a mere  cqnvnlsion  of  nature  would 
liavebad  no  infiuence  on  a new  government;  hut  notwithstand- 
ing the  prosperity  Venezuela  then  enjoyed,  the  seedsofdiscon- 
tent  had  fallen  on  one  class  of  the  community.  The  princivles 
’Which  formed  the  basis  of  the  new'  constitution  were  democratical, 
and  It  had  been  necessary  to  deprive  the  ck  rgy  of  some  of  their 
privileges,  which  of  course  created  enmity  in  their  minds  to  the 
prpeiu  goveinment.  Lnuiediately  after  the  earthquake,  the 
priests  proclaimed' that  the  Almighty  condemned  the  revolution, 
and  they  denounced  Ins  wrath  on  all  \vho  favored  it  They  con- 
strued into  a niaiiitestation  of  the  tlivine  disjileasure  the  occni'- 
Holy  Thursday,  b^cause  the  revolution 
f ..r  r"”  although  it  svas  uot  the  anni- 

versap^,  foi  tins  feast  is  moveable, and  is  celebrated  on'  a different 

in|  to  swadow  tlS'm 

this  time  of  religious  enthusiasm!  Un- 
prejudiced persons  were  undoul.iedly  not  of  the  mimher;  bm 
these  were  few,  compared  with  the  host  they  had  to  resist- which 
availing  itself  of  the  general  consternation,  biassed  tlte  ’iniblic 

opinion  in  favor  of  the  Spanish  goveniiuent.”  ^ 


Such  were  his  ardent  wishes,  not  his  confident  ex- 
pectations. Tiiat  the  independence  of  all,  or  por- 
tions of  the  southern  continent  would,  at  no  distant 
day,  be  achieved,  could  fiot  be  doubted;  to  what 
extent  civil  liberty  would  be  established,  was  mat- 
ter of  speculation.  Opinions,  more  or  less  favora-  i 
ble,  would  be  formed,  according  to  the  sanguine  or 
cautious  temper  of  the  judge.  In  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  revolution,  there  was  no  induce- 
ment to  an  act  of  doubtful  policy.  But  our  sym- 
pathy was  demanded  for  this  great  cause,  in  cha- 
racter so  like  that  of  our  revolution.  S\'mpathy 
for  the  people  of  tlie  south  was  universally  feit,  and 
might  be,  indulged,  without  scruple,  in  wishes  and 
in  hopes;  but  when  it  was  made  the  foundation  of 
an  attempt  to  precipitate  the  adoption  of  a favorite 
measure,  it  was  necessary  to  examine  how  far  it 
was  justly  inspired.  That  the  cause  of  the  colo- 
nies was  just,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  the 
good  wishes  of  all  mankind  in  their  contest  with 
Spain,  was  unquestionable;  but  we  are  expected  to 
feel  and  indulge  a deeper  sympathy,  arising  from 
t;e  alleged  similarity  of  their  situation  and  that  of 
the  United  States  in  1776,  from  a congeniality  of 
feeling,  opinions  and  pursuits,  between  the  Spanish 
Americans  and  our  predecessors  The  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  had  solemnly  invoked  the 
departed  spirits  of  our  ancestors  to  give  him 
strength  and  ability  ta  vindicate  a people,  contend- 
ing in  a cause  as  glorious  as  that  in  which  they  had 
been  engaged.  An  invocation  to  those  illustrious 
saades  to  pardon  a profanation  of  their  ashes,  by 
this  odious  comparison,  would  have  better  become 
him;  and  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  world  are 
permitted  to  interest  themselves  in  the  transac- 
tions of  this  life,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  in  the 
purity  of  his  intentions,  the  motive  for  this  forgive.- 
ness.  Was  not  the  comp.irison  odious.?  In  what 
consisted  this  boasted  resemblance.?  They  are 
colonies,  contending  to  be  independent  of  the 
parent  country — so  were  we;  here  the  resemblance 
ceases.  In  the  motives  of  the  contests,  in  the 
causes  which  produced  them,  in  their  means,  and 
in  their  ends,  there  is  a contrast,  not  resem- 
blance. We  asserted,  vindicated,  maintained  and 
improved  our  rights,  political,  civil  and  reli- 
gious. We  saw  oppression  as  it  approached  us; 
remonstrated  with  firmness  against  injustice;  dis- 
cussed with  calmness,  the  exient  of  our  obliga- 
tions, and  the  nature  of  our  rights.  With  a per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  doubtful  issue  of  a contest 
with  our  powerful,  proud  and  ambitious  step-mo- 
Iher,  we  encountered  its  perils  and  pursued  it 
wi*^ii  virtuous  steadiness,  until  our  triumph  was  as. 
signal  as  our  moderation  had  been  conspicuous. 
They  were  oppressed  and  contented,  manacled  and 
reconciled  to  their  chains,  until  accident  compel- 
led them  to  involuntary  exertions.  Political  inde- 
pe  idence  was  cast  upon  tlism,  and  is  nqw  the  sole 
object  of  continued  resistance.  If  human  rights 
are  secured  by  success,  it  is  an  unlooked  for,  unex- 
pected consequence;  an  unknown  good,  a result 
not  desired  by  those  vviio  were  to  derive  its  bene- 
fits. Political  independence  was,  with  us,  the 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  our  object.  With 
us  it  was  emphatically  a war  of  the  people.  Tiie 
governiuent  organized  tp  conduct  it,  v/as  establish- 
' by  them.  In  the  numerous  changes  of  tlie  per- 
/iis  III  power,  it  was  the  immediate  and  regular 
xpression  of  tiieir  will,  that  elevated  or  depressed 
.he  candidates  for  their  confidence.  The  confede- 
ration, a rope  of  sand,  had  tenacity  and  strength 
enougii  to  bind  them  togetiier,  while  union  was  ne 
cessary  to  success.  During  tlie  contest,  the  mili 
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tary  was  completely  subordinate  to  the  civil  power. 
With  them,  the  first  and  the  last  movements  in  the 
contest  were  made  without  consulting  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  no  means  have  yet  been  afforded 
by  which  it  can  be  effectually  expressed.  They 
have  neither  agency  in  the  management  of,  nor  con- 
trol over,  the  acts  of  the  government,  created  for 
them.  Revolution  has  succeeded  revolution.  Eve- 
ry change  of  rulers  has  been  produced  by  a change 
in  the  form  of  substitution  for  the  royal  authority. 
The  civil  has  been  at  all  times  subordinate  to  the 
military  power.  There  was  an  equally  striking 
dissimilarity  in  the  manner  in  which  the  wars  were 
co’iducted.  With  us,  with  the  exception  of  some 
personal,  intestine  and  bloodv  feuds  between  whig 
and  tory,  it  was  carried  on  with  the  strictest  re 
.gard  to  the  laws  of  honorable  and  civilized  warfare; 
no  instance  occurred  of  the  death  of  the  unr<isist- 
ing,  by  the  command  of  any  officer  in  the  public 
service.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  ample  jus 
tification  was  given  by  the  British  armies  for  a con . 
trary  system.  The  massacre  of  Paoli  and  the  mur- 
der of  Hayne  were  still  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
all.  But,  while  burning  with  resentment  for  these 
atrocious  deeds,  we  did  not  forget  what  was  due  to 
our  character,  and  dishonor  our  reputation  by  fol 
lowing  a horrible  example.  The  cold-bloodec 
massacre  nerved  the  arms,  and  steeled  the  hearts 
of  our  soldiers  in  the  hour  of  conflict,  but  the  cr>’ 
of  mercy  was  never  raised  in  vain  by  a vanquished 
foe.  When  the  gallant  Hayne  was  barbarously  ex 
Ocuted  by  a British  officer,  whose  present  rank  and 
subsequent  achievments  could  not  remove  the  stain 
of  this  sanguinary  act  from  his  character,  tue  deep 
indignation  of  the  nation  was  excited.  A gallant 
officer  was  selected  to  pay  with  hi.s  life  for  the  cm 
elty  of  his  country.  But  the  sacrifice  was  never 
made,  and  the  gallant  and  generous  officer  was  re 
served  to  perish  in  defending  the  reputation  of  that 
people,  by  whose  forbearance  his  life,  forfeited  by 
the  injustice  of  his  country,  was  spared.  Mr.  For- 
syth would  not  be  understood  to  call  in  question 
the  justice  of  the  retaliatory  system  of  extermina- 
tion adopted  by  the  Spanish  Americans.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  dreadflil  example  was  set  by  the 
royalists,  and  the  resort  to  it  was  justifiable,  and 
perhaps  essential  to  security  and  success.  All  he 
proposed  by  this  examination,  was  to  shew,  what 
was  highly  honorable  to  his  own  countrymen,  that 
a resort  to  such  a system  was  not  made  by  them 
tinder  the  strongest  tempatations,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  have  fully  justified  it. 
The  comparison  was  made  to  shew  the  exalted 
character  of  our  own  contest,  not  excite  prejudice 
against  that  of  neighboring  nations. 

If  the  sanguine  temper  of  the  speaker  had  delu- 
ded him  into  a belief  so  derogatory  to  the  charac 
ter  of  his  own  country,  it  was  not  surprising,  that 
he  should  have  erred  in  estimating  the  commer- 
cial and  political  interest  of  the  U.  States  in  the 
S.  American  struggle.  That  we  have  a deep  inte- 
rest in  the  fate  of  Spanish  America  could  not  be 
denied;  but  it  was  a moral  interest— the  interest 
which  man  felt  for  the  condition  of  man  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  world.  Whatever  may  be  the  changes 
that  may  take  place,  from  the  Rio  Bravo  to  Cape 
Horn,  no  essentially  favorable  alteration  can  be 
produced  in  the  extent  of  our  commerce,  in  the 
purity  or  stability  of  our  political  institutions. 
Spanish  America  would  afford  to  us  but  a trifling 
portion  of  her  eighty-one  millions  of  exports.  With 
tiie  exception  of  her  mineral  productions,  her  ex- 
ports were  of  the  same  kind  with  the  exports  of 
this  country— -tlie  great  staples  were,  cotton,  to 


bacco,  rice,  bread  stuffs,  hemp,  &c.  her  imports, 
European  manufactures.  Mr.  F.  would  not  use, 
as  an  argument,  the  agricultural  rivalry  that  might 
ensue,  uncera  different  state  of  things,  to  induce 
a wish,  that  the  present  condition  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica might  continue;  but  he  would  use  it  to  de- 
monstrate the  fallacy  of  the  opinion,  that  our  com- 
mercial prosperity  would  be  greatly  increased  by 
the  expected  change  in  her  political  condition.  On 
this  point,  he  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a few  sentences  from  a work,  just  pub- 
lished, whose  author  relied  upon  the  statements  of 
Humboldt,  a man  whose  opportunities  to  procure, 
and  ability  to  select  the  most  valuable  and  accu- 
rate information,  was  universally  known.  After 
giving  a most  appalling  account  of  the  present  state 
of  the  imports  to  Mexico  from  the  United  States, 
as  compared  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  he  says: 
“But  if  the  imports,  according  to  the  report,  are 
by  no  means  promising,  as  it  respects  the  demand 
for  our  productions,  some  items  of  the  exports  are 
also  ofa  nature  to  excite  serious  reflection  in  tlie 
minds  of  those  wim  are  concerned  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Among  the  exports  to  the  other  colonies, 
we  find  the  article  of  26Sri  bales  or  sacks  of  flour, 
and  320r  arrobas  (of25lb.  each)  of  cotton.  Speak- 
ing of  the  Mexican  flour,  Humboldt  says,  “it  enters 
into  competition  at  the  Havana  market  with  that  of 
the  United  States.  When  the  road  which  is  con- 
structing from  the  table  land  of  Perote  to  Vera 
C *uz  shall  be  completely  finished,  the  grain  ofNev/ 
Spain  will  be  exported  for  Bordeaux,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  The  Mexicans  will  then  possess  a double 
advantage  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  U.  States,  that 
of  a greater  fertility  of  the  territory,  and  that  of  a 
lower  price  of  labor.”  And  on  the  article  of  tabacco 
he  observes,  that  “the  cultivation  of  Mexican  to- 
bacco might  become  a branch  of  agriculture  of  the 
very  highest  importance,  if  the  trade  ih  it  were 
free.  At  Vera  Cruz  the  quantity  of  tobacco  produc- 
ed in  the  districts  of  Dizaba  and  Cordova,  is  esti- 
mated at  l,600,000lbs.  to  2,000, OOOlbs.”  The  inde- 
finite increase  of  the  growth  of  tobacco  is  prevent- 
ed by  the  royal  monoply,  wiiich  not  only  prescribes 
the  quantity,  but  the  very  districts,  in  which  only 
it  can  be  cultivated.  He  also  observes,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  cotton  of  Mexico,  that  “New  Spain  sup- 
plies Europe  annually  with  625,000lbs.  of  cotton. 
This  quantity,  though  in  itself  very  inconsiderable, 
is,  however,  six  times  greater  than  that  exported 
by  the  U.  Stales,  of  their  own  growth,  in  1791: — 
And  in  twelve  years  the  produce  of  cotton  has  be- 
come in  the  United  States  377  times  greater.  When 
we  consider  the  physical  positions  of  the  United 
Sta'  es  and  Mexico,  we  can  hardly  entertain  a doubt, 
that  these  two  countries  will  one  day  be  enabled  to 
produce  all  the  cotton  employed  in  the  manufac- 
tures of  Europe.  The  great  staples  of  the  United 
States  are  grain,  flour,  tobacco,  rice,  cotton,  and 
the  products  of  our  fisiieries,  and  lumber.  The 
bulky  character  of  these  articles  requires,  and  ac- 
tually employs,  so  much  shippingfor  this  transpor- 
tation, that,  in  point  of  mercantile  tonnage,  we  are 
already  superior  to  any  nation  in  Europe,  Great 
Britain  excepted.  Considering,  therefore,  the  ifa- 
poriance  of  these  staples,  in  their  tendency  to  our 
internal  wealth,  and  their  influence  on  our  mari- 
time strength,  we  cannot  contemplate  without  feel- 
ings ofgreat  concern,  any  contingency,  however  re- 
mote, which  may  operate  unfavorably  to  either.” 
Mr.  F.  would  not  fatigue  the  committee  by  fol- 
lowing the  author,  in  his  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, through  the  whole  extent  of  Spanish  America, 
but  would  content  liimself  with  quoting  that  por-> 
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tion  of  the  work  which  related  to  the  pTovinces 
of  La  Plata,  the  immediate  object  ol  their  present 
enquiry.  . • 

“T!ie  climate  and  soil  of  Buenos  x\yres  are  sin,^u- 
larly  favorable  to  the  growth  of  wheat  and  barley; 
and  whenever  this  country  shall  have  acquired  a 
competent  population,  the  extent  of  its  produce  in 
both  will  be  equal  to  any  demand,  however  great. 
During  the  late  war  in  Spain,  considerable  quanti- 
ties were  shipped,  under  contract  with  the  British 
government,  to  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Under  these  circumstancesdt  is  to  be  expected, that 
in  any  event  our  commercial  intercourse  with  this 
country  will  not  be  an  object  of  national  impor- 
tance. 

“Our  observations  respecting  Buenos  Ayres,  ap- 
ply with  still  more  force  to  Chili;  because  the  latter 
is  still  more  remote,  being  situated  on  the  Paci- 
fic ocean;  in  nearly  the  same  latitude  with  Buenos 
Ayres  and  corresponding  with  it  in  its  productions.” 

It  must  be  sufficiently  obvious  from  these  ex- 
tracts, that  the  hope  of  commercial  gain  must  be 
founded  upon  our  ability  to  be  the  carriers  of  Spa- 
nish America,  in  her  commerce  with  the  world;  or 
in  our  ability  to  compete  with  other  nations  in  the 
supply  of  such  manufactured  articles  as  are  con- 
sumed by  her  inhabitants. — In  the  direct  commerce 
from  Europe  to  South  America,  we  cannot  hope  to 
participate.  Every  nation  wisely  regulates  this 
subject,  like  ourselves.  Competition  is  confined 
to  iheir  own  vessels,  and  those  of  the  nation  with 
whom  it  has  direct  intercourse.  We  must  be  able 
to  perform  circuitous  voyages  with  greater  facility 
and  at  a smaller  expense,  than  direct  voyages  are 
performed  by  other  nations.  A contest  hopedess, 
unless  war  rages  among  all  the  other  maritime 
powers  of  the  earth.  Even  in  this  extraordinary 
state  of  the  world,  we  should  have  to  contend  with 
the  naval  enterprize  of  ihe  newly  created  empires. 
Tins  is  considered  as  of  but  little  consequence  by 
the  Speaker — He  supposes  that  Spanish  America 
can  never  become  a great  maritime  power:  And 
for  what  reason.^  A strange  one  indeed.  They  are 
too  near  the  sun.  The  climate  is  too  warm  and  re- 
laxing; the  inhabitants  cannot  contend  on  the  ocean 
•with  the  hardy  and  enterprising  children  of  the 
d)leak  and  bracing  regions  of  a northern  sky.  All 
history  condemns  this  strange  tlieory.  Ask  your- 
naval  heroes  if  they  have  not  found  that  the  sailors 
of  the  southern  are  equal  in  strength,  activity, 
courage  and  hardihood  to  their  northen  brethren? 
If  they  would  not  prefer  the  sailors  of  Louisiana  to 
the  natives  of  the  frozen  and  barren  regions  of  La- 
brador? If  the  improvement  of  our  South  American 
brethren  keeps  pace  with  the  anticipation  of  the 
gentleman  of  Kentucky,  their  emancipation  will 
create  for  us  formidable  rivals  in'  agriculture,  and 
powerful  competitors  for  maritime  superiority;  a 
rivalry  and  competition  Mr.  F.  would  most  cheer- 
fully contribute  to  produce,  if  it  was  to  be  suc- 
ceeded in  the  establishment  of  civil,  political  and 
religious  freedom  in  tliat  unhappy  land.  We  were 
however  required  to  elevate  our  views  to  futurity; 
to  consider  that  we  were  legislating  for  posterity; 
while  it  was  admitted  that  at  present  we  could  not 
successfully  vie  in  the  markets  of  this  new  world 
withtlie  manufacturers  of  Europe,  the  time  was 
app;’oaching  when  we  should  undersell  the  Euro- 
pean manufacturers.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  this 
time  would  arrive  during  the  present  century;  he 
hoped  it  liever  would  arrive.  He  should  deeply 
deplore  the  arrival  of  that  period  at  which  manu- 
facturing establishments  would  be  more  profitable 
than  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  wished  the 


I articles  of  first  necessity  to  be  fabicrated  here;  be- 
yond this  his  wishes  did  not  extend.  As  to  the 
present  question,  it  was  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  his  argument  to  shew,  that  we  couid  not  hope 
to  partake  largely  of  the  golden  profits  of  Spanish 
American  commerce,  without  a thorough  change 
in  the  present  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
U.  States.  A change  neither  desirable  nor  proba- 
ble. 

Splendid  political  consequences  were  anticipated 
from  the  expected  change:  The  freedom  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi — the  safe  navig'ation 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico— the  power  and  effect  we 
should  derive,  from  being  the  head  of  a confedera- 
tion of  republics,  In  case  of  necessity,  the  new 
world  of  republics  was  to  be  arrayed  against  the 
old  world  of  despotisms.  In  the  event  of  European 
wars,  we  shall  have  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  as- 
sertion of  neutral  rights.  And  was  it  really  appre- 
hended we  should  ever  want  aid  to  mantain  the  free 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  or  the  Gulf  of  M'exi- 
co?  these  might  be  safely  trusted  to  our  gallant 
tars  and  the  people  of  the  west.  Suppose  this 
great  change  to  have  taken  place.  Overleap  in 
imigination  the  progress  of  centuries,  and  see  the 
United  States  connected  with  republican  govern- 
ments to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  new  world; 
the  first,  if  you  please  in  wealth  and  power;  over- 
coming the  disadvantages  of  situation  and  climate, 
by  her  superior  skill  and  superior  industry.  What 
superior  advantages  will  the  people  enjoy  that  are 
not  possessed  by  ourselves?  Will  they  be  more  free, 
more  happy,  more  virtuous,  and  less  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  internal  commotion  and  external 
violence?  The  power  of  the  government  to  destroy 
other  nations  would  be  increased;  the  power  of  the 
government  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
the  object  for  which  it  exists,  would  remain  the 
same.  Connected  with  people,  active,  intelligent, 
and  jealous  as  ourselves,  our  rivals  in  commerce, 
in  agriculture,  in  science,  and  in  the  freedom  of 
their  institutions;  will  these  elements  of  strife  be 
composed  to  harmony  by  the  tender  names  of  sis- 
ter republics?  Men  do  not  change  their  nature  with 
their  governments.  Brooding  avarice,  malignant 
revenge,  daring  ambition — will  find  their  place 
under  all  forms  of  government,  in  all  ages  and  in 
every  clime.  Mr.  F.  would  not  look  further  into 
the  consequences  which  might  be  anticipated  from 
the  workings  of  these  passions  among  the  affilated 
nations.  As  in  the  da>s  of  ancient  Greece,  tlie 
ground  of  quarrel  would  be  who  should  be  the 
first;  and  some  Eastern  Satrap  might  again  be  found 
to  foment  the  quarrels  and  distract  the  councils  of 
the  western  world.  There  was  one  remedy  for 
these  dangers;  instead  of  many,  but  two  republics 
should  be  created  of  the  north  and  south  Ameri- 
cas, Mr.  F.  was  not  yet  prepared  to  risk  the  hap- 
piness and  the  security  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  such  a sublime  but  hazardous  extension 
of  their  political  system.  Nations,  like  individu- 
als, were,  under  God,  the  fabricators  of  their  own 
fortunes.  Of  this  nation  this  was  undeniably  true^ 
We  want  no  power  which  we  cannot  acquire,  since 
we  desire  none  but  for  our  own  protection. — We 
ask  no  aid,  since  we  will  not  invade  the  rights  of 
others;  to  defend  ours,  our  own  strength  is  amply 
sufficient.  We  are  free,  independent  and  happy, 
so  long  as  the  people  are  true  to  themselves. 
United,  combined  Europe  would  be  arrayed  against 
them  in  vain.  No  man  need  look  beyond  our  own 
borders  for  the  means  of  securing  and  perpetua- 
ting all  that  is  valuable  in  life  and  liberty.  In  the 
assertion  of  neutral  rights  it  was  but  too  fasliiona- 
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Me  to  look  beyond  our  own  resources;  the  experi- 
ence of  the  late  war  satisfactorily  demonstrated 
that  it  was  unnecessary.  It  discovered  to  us,  that 
aid  was  not  to  be  found  where  it  was  expected;  it 
demonstrated  that  it  was  not  required.  He  rejoic- 
ed that  that  contest  was  commenced  and  terminat- 
ed without  an  ally,  and  he  most  heartily  tlianked 
the  Eng-lish  government  for  refusing  the  proffered 
mediation  of  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias.  The 
obligation  of  that  offer  would  weigh  upon  his  spirit, 
had  not  the  load  been  removed  by  the  non-chalance 
with  which  the  refusal  ofthe  other  power  had  been 
received,  and  the  equivocal  treatment  experienced 
by  our  ministers  from  the  court  of  St,  Petersburg. 
We  want  no  aid  and  no  ally  for  asserting  any  of  our 
rights.  I'he  experience  of  the  late  contest  was 
not  less  useful  to  ourselves  than  to  others;  it  taught 
them,  too,  the  secret  of  our  power;  trust  to  its 
effect:  the  impression  was  deep,  and  the  remem- 
brance will  be  lasting.  Mr.  F.  vvould  not  press 
this  enquiry,  lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  desir- 
ing to  produce  a wish  that  Spanish  America  should 
remain  dependent.  All  he  desired  was,  by  bring- 
Mg  other  objects  into  view,  to  save  the  commIUee 
from  the  seducing  enthusiasm  of  the  speaker.  If 
the  question  of  Spanish  American  independence 
depended  upon  our  selfish  considerations  of  inter- 
est it  never  would  be  achieved.  If  we  were  go- 
verned by  the  ordinary  policy  of  nations,  we  should 
desire  the  re-establishment  ofthe  Spanish  power, 
since  it  impeded  the  progress  of  our  neighbors, 
and  left  us  undisputed  masters  of  the  world  of 
western  enterprize.  But  our  policy  was  as  liberal 
our  institutions.  We  looked  anxiously  for  the 
emancipation  and  improvement  of  the  Spanish  Ame- 
ricans, however  formidable  their  competition  and 
dangerous  their  rivalship.  We  desired  it  for  their 
good,  and  not  for  our  advantage.  That  the  United 
States  had  a right  to  acknowledge  any  government, 
was  a political  axiom.  That  it  was  our  duty  to  re- 
cognize the  government  of  La  Plata,  remains  to  be 
proved.  If  our  interest  and  our  honor  require  it; 
if  it  is  demanded  by  our  obligations  to  that  go- 
vernment, it  was  a duty.  Whal.  interest  have  we  in 
this  independence,  which  should  iadpee  us,  first 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  welcome  this 
stranger.  Was  it  commercial?  The  fact  tliat  we 
had  not  more  than  twenty  vessels  in  the  commerce 
of  La  Plata,  and  that  number  diminishing,  while 
the  English  had  more  than  two  hundred,  was  a 
proof  of  the  extent  of  our  commercial  interest  in 
this  region  of  the  world.  Separated  at  a distance 
so  remote,  where  was  the  political  consideration  to 
demand  it  from  us?  There  was  none.  We  are  ask- 
ed to  do  what  France  did  for  us.  Mr.  F.  said,  the 
United  States  had  already  done  more  openly  for  La 
Plata  than  France  ever  did  for  the  United  States, 
prior  to  her  determination  to  go  to  war  with  Eng. 
land.  The  United  States  were  now  in  advance 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  e.arth,  excepjt  the  govern- 
ment of  Brazil,  in  kindness  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
France,  prior  to  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  forbade 
her  subjects  to  supply  us  with  arms  and  munitions 
of  war;  would  not  suffer  our  vessels  of  war  to  enter 
her  ports,  but,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,. wlien  driven  in  by  stress  of 
weatiier,  and  their  stay  was  limited  to  the  duration 
of  th6  danger.  We  openly  permit  the  exportation 
of  every  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  La 
Plata.  Their  vessels  enjoy  every  privilege  enjoy- 
ed by  Spanish  vessels,  or  the  armed  vessels  of  any 
other  nation,  in  our  harbors.  We  wish  them  suc- 
cess: they  know  it  well:  we  do  not  conceal,  or  af- 
fect to  conceal,  it  from  Spain.  These  privileges 


are  denied  them  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  or 
if  granted,  are  yielded  to  them  in  secret  by  Eng- 
land. 

We  have  proclaimed  a strict  neutrality;  regulat- 
ed our  conduct  by  the  rule  of  the  national  law.  “Tn 
civil  wars  foreigners  are  not  to  interfere  in  the  in- 
ternal government  of  an  independent  state.  It  be- 
longs not  to  them  to  judge  between  the  citizens 
whom  discord  has  roused  to  arms,  nor  between 
a prince  and  his  subjects;  both  parties  are  equally 
foreigners  to  them,  and  equally  independent  of 
their  authority.”  The  circumstance  to  which  the 
speaker  referred,  if  correctly  stated,  is  the  most 
certain  evidence  that  our  conduct  has  been  consist- 
ent with  our  professions.  We  have  pleased  neither 
party,  while  more  fortunate  England  has  succeeded 
in  pleasing  both  parties.  Honorable  neutrality 
is  never  grateful  @r  pleasing  to  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents; pretended  neutrality  and  secret  assist- 
ance is  grateful  to  that  power  to  v.-hotn  aid  is  given. 
England  may  have  been  artful  enougli  to  persuade 
Spain  that  her  four  hundred  thousand  pounds 
was  intended  for  this  purpose.  Wldle  her  secret 
supplies  of  arms  have  satisfied  the  United  Provin- 
ces, that  England  desired  only  to  promote  their 
success.  Our  duty  cannot  require  us  to  do  what 
rs  useless — what  is  calculated  to  confirm  a charge 
made  against  us,  of  fomenting  the  disturbances  in 
Spanish  America;  a charge  to  which  probable  evi- 
dence is  already  afforded  by  the  expeditions  of 
Miranda,  of  Carrera,  of  Mina,  all  of  whom  sailed 
from  these  states  to  their  places  of  respective  des- 
tination. It  is  the  duty  and  tlie  interest  of  England 
to  stand  fortli  as  the  protector  or  first  friend  of  the 
nev;-  government.  Slie  enjoys  the  fruits  of  their 
separation  from  the  parent  country.  She  fomented 
the  quarrel.  Then  let  her  take'  the  risk  as  she 
will  take  the  honor  and  the  profits  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  new  power.  Mr.  Forsyth  was  at  a loss 
to  conjecture  why  it  had  not  ak'eady  been  done  by 
England,  unless  she  feared  the  undefined  and  un- 
definable  obligations  of  the  holy  league,  or  was 
content  to  reap  the  present  profits,  reserving  to 
herself  the  power  to  secure  the  future,  either  by 
recognizing  the  new  people  on  favorable  condition.<:, 
or  by  restoring  them,  by  her  mediation,  to  their 
former  master,  upon  conditions  equally  favorable 
to  her  commercial  interest. 

At  what  risk  may  be  asked,  will  this  recognition 
benaade?  At  the  hazard  of  a war  v/ith  Spain.  Tlie 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  it  is  not  justinahle 
cause  of  war.  Does  he  mean  in  the  eye  of  reason, 
or  in  the  opinion  of  nations;  in  the  opinion  of 
nations  it  certainly  is  justifiable  cause  of  war; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  situations  re- 
versed, such  a recognition  of  the  independence 
of  one  of  the^e  states  of  tlie  union,  Louisiana, 
for  example,  by  Spain,  would  be  instantly  followed 
by  war.  The  speaker  seemed,  indeed,  to  doubt 
the  soundness  of  this  position,  as  he  pressed  prin- 
cipally the  want  of  ability  in  Spain  to  make  war, 
not  the  deficiency  of  just  motive  for  declaring  it. 
That  war  would  follow  with  England,  should  Spain 
venture  upon  a contest  will)  us,  Mr.  F.  did  not  be- 
lieve. She  would  have  the  most  powerful  motives 
for  neutrality.  The  glorious  opportunity  of  ruin- 
ing our  commerce,  would  be  afforded,  and  would 
be  seized  witli  avidity.  The  increased  expenses 
of  shipments  in  American  vessels,  would  throw  the 
whole  of  our  trade  into  British  bottoms,  and  our 
flag  would  be  driven  from  the  ocean,  except  wliere 
it  floated  over  our  public  or  pr’.- de  armed  ships. 
Mr.  F.  would  encounter  this  danger  of  a war 
with  Spain,  with  all  its  consequences,  for  an  ade- 
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quate  motive,  but  he  would  not,  by  hurrying  to 
do  an  act  useless  at  best,  and  which  might  hereaf- 
ter be  performed  without  hazarding  any  thing.  At 
all  events,  he  was  unwilling  to  encounter  it  until 
La  Platahad  shewn,  by  indisputable  testimony,  that 
she  w;;s  independent,  and  had  the  power  and  the 
will  to  maintain  it. 

Was  there  a free  government  in  La  Plata,  for 
whose  existence  we  ought  to  encounter  any  hazard? 
Was  there  a government  independent  of  Spain,  and 
which  could  not  be  compelled  by  the  power,  or  se- 
duced by  the  cajolements  of  Spain  to  its  former 
vassalage?  The  character  of  the  government 
might  be  read  in  the  history  of  its  formation — in 
the  changes  which  preceded  it,  and  in  its  acts  since 
it  was  established.  The  disturbances  in  the  penin- 
sula, induced  the  vice-roy  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Cisne- 
ros, to  call  a junta  in  may,  1810,  composed  of  the 
officers  of  the  royal  government.  In  April,  1811, 
a new  government  was  formed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  liaving  been  called 
together  for  that  purpose,  by  the  municipality  of 
the  city.  This  government,  which,  like  the  other, 
was  but  a name  for  a new  organization  of  the  regal 
power,  was  composed  of  tliree  members  and  two 
secretaries.  According  to  the  El  Estatuto,  one 
member,  exercising  the  executive  power,  was  to 
vacate  his  seat  at  the  expiration  of  six  raonlhs,  and 
his  place  was  to  be  supplied  by  election.  The 
deputies  of  the  muncipalities  of  the  provinces, 
W’ere  to  form  the  electoral  college.  The  first  as- 
sembly for  the  election  of  one  of  the  members  of 
the  executive  authority,  met  on  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1812,  and  nominated  Puerrydonforone  mem- 
ber of  the  government;  they  proposed  to  form  a 
constitution,  but  were  dissolved  by  the  existing 
authority,  Puerrydon  deriving  no  power  from  this 
nomination.  The  second  assembly  met  on  the  6th 
of  October,  1812,  and  elected  Medrano;  but,  pursu- 
ing the  track  of  their  predecessors,  they  met  a 
similar  fate.  The  municipality,  people  of  the  city, 
and  troops,  opposed  their  measures,  and  the  assem- 
bly was  dissolved  by  military  force. 

A meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
Cabildo  Abierto,  was  convened  on  the  8th  day  of 
October,  1812,  and  the  administration  was  vested  in 
Pena,  Passo,  and  Jonte.  Thus  perished  the  first 
constitution,  after  existing  twelve  months,  and  be 
ing  violated  in  all  its  provisions.  In  January,  1813, 
i.  new  assembly  met;  the  Constituyente,  compos- 
ed of  deputies,  nominated  by  the  electoral  col- 
leges of  tiie  towns  and  cities  of  Rio  de  La  Plata, 
tlie  chief  acts  of  the  new  assembly  was  the  change 
of  the  title  of  the  government,  trom  Gobierno  Su- 
perior, to  Supremo  Poder  Executiveo,  and  the  de- 
cree of  freedom  to  the  children  of  slaves.  Tlie 
same  decree  compelled  a sale  of  every  third  male 
slave,  to  be  enrolled  in  the  army,  the  price  being 
a debt  due  to  the  owners  by  the  state.  In  De- 
cember, 1813,  the  government  of  these  persons  was 
annulled  by  the  assembly,  and  Pozados  was  cho- 
sen supreme  director,  to  give  strength  by  concen- 
trating the  executive  power.  In  January,  1815, 
Pozados  having  resigned,  Alviar  was  appointed 
supreme  director.  In  April,  1815,  there  was  a new 
revolution.  A meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres  was  convened,  and  the  authority  of  Alviar 
and  the  assembly  disowned.  The  municipality  was 
vested  with  supreme  command.  The  municipality 
formed  a junto  ccilled  Ue  Observacion,  by  whom  a 
nev'  constitution  was  published.  Rondeau  was 
named  director,  but  being  in  military  command 
viih  the  army,  c^l.  Alvarez,  a ring  leader  in  the  re- 
tY'It,  was  made  his  substitute.  Alvarez  convoked 


a congress,  but  before  it  assembled  he  was  dispos- 
sessed by  another  commotion  of  the  power  he  held 
in  the  absence  of  Rondeau.  Belcora  was  then  ap- 
pointed supreme  director,  but  was  soon  after  re- 
moved, and  the  administration  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a committee.  The  congress  of  Tucuman  met 
in  1816,  chose  Puerrydon  supreme  director,  and  de- 
clared the  independence  of  the  provinces  of  La 
Plata  on  the  3d  of  July;  proposed  to  publish  a mani- 
festo, which  was  published  in  1817,  and  to  form  a 
constitution  that  has  not  yet  been  matured.  In  this 
hasty  sketch  of  the  events  whmh  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  government  as  it  now  existed,  it 
must  have  occurred  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee tliat  there  was  no  agency  of  the  people  in  its 
organization,  except  the  commotions  in  the  city  of 
Buenos  Ayres;  they  seem  to  have  been  the  idle  spec- 
tators of  the  movements  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties and  the  military.  For  aught  that  appeared, 
the  ancient  institutions,  below  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, remained  as  formerly.  Mr.  F.  would 
not  detail  the  accusations,  trials,  executions,  and 
banishments,  which  were  the  consequences  of  these 
changes.  That  the  people  were  not  deeply  interest- 
ed in  the  successive  changes,  and  did  not  appear 
to  have  derived  essential  benefits  from  them,  was 
sufficiently  obvious,  and  all  he  desired  to  estsblish. 
The  conduct  of  Puerrydon  to  Carrera,  since  this 
declaration  of  independence,  may  serve  further  to 
illustrate  the  character  of  this  new  power.  Carre- 
ra was  a Chilian,  the  author  of  the  revolutio.n 
there;  in  the  decline  of  his  fortune,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  after  procuring  resources  for 
renewed  efforts,  returned  to  La  Plata  to  execute 
his  designs;  he  carried  with  him  the  hopes  and 
good  wishes  of  all  the  friends  of  freedom  in  the 
United  States.  Unfjrtunately,  he  expected  assist- 
ance from  La  Plata,  and  sailed  with  confidence 
into  her  ports.  An  expedition  having  been  pre- 
pared in  La  Plata,  against  Chili,  instead  of  receiv- 
ing aid  from  Carrera,  in  the  deliverance  of  his 
country  from  slavery  and  oppression,  the  ostensi- 
ble motive  for  this  expedition,  he  was  seized,  im- 
prisoned, and  finally  banished;  the  only  satisfaction 
he  received  is  to  be  found  in  that  part  of  Puerry- 
don*s  expose  that  has  been  read  by  the  speaker,  in 
which  he  deplores  the  rudeness  which  he  has  been 
compelled  to  shew,  so  contrary  to  the  politeness 
and  urbanity  of  his  own  nature  and  that  of  his 
government.  The  motives  for  this  course  may 
be  collected  from  the  recent  accounts  from  Chi- 
li. A letter  of  the  seventh  of  October  says,  “more 
than  eighty  persons  of  the  first  distinction  have 
been  seized  and  thrown  into  dungeons  by  the  mili- 
tary, on  the  ground  of  attachment  to  gen.  Carrera, 
and  the  treasures  of  Chili  were  exhausted  by  con- 
tributions to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  people  of  Chili 
are  experiencing  the  benefits  of  that  kind  of  deli- 
verance from  the  royal  Spaniards,  by  O’Higgins  and 
the  army  of  Buenos  Ayres,  that  Prance  has  expe- 
rienced under  the  Bourbons,  supported  by  the  ar- 
mies of  Wellington  and  Alexander.”  The  power 
of  Spain  had  not  been  exerted  against  this  new  go- 
vernment— not  a Spanish  soldier,  or  bayonet,  had 
been  sent  from  old  Spain  since  the  restoration  of 
Ferdinand.  Was  the  new  government  possessed 
of  the  pliysical  and  moral  strength  to  resist  hep 
efforts  when  they  should  be  made?  Gentlemen 
should  not  deceive  themselves.  Spain,  inert  and 
powerless  as  she  was,  was  a formidable  power  to 
Spanish  America,  by  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  superstition  of  its  inhabitants.  She 
had  ample  resources  for  tlie  purchase  of  assistance, 
should  she  be  driven  to  this  resort.  The  time  had 
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not  arrived  when  the  Spanish  monarch  asked  him- 
self the  important  question — What  part  of  iny  do- 
minions will  I surrender  for  the  preservation  of 
the  rest.*  When  he  is  willing'  to  make  great  sacri- 
fices, he  can  procure  ample  assistance.  Those  who 
sold  him  ships  for  money,  will  sell  him  men  for 
territory.  His  European  territories  may  tempt 
Russia — His  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  En- 
gland— to  assist  him  in  the  subjugation  of  his  re- 
bellious subjects.  He  may  sell  La  Plata  for  Por- 
tugal, and  the  parties  to  the  holy  league  may  gua- 
rantee their  respective  cessions  to  each  other. — 
Shall  we  find  in  La  Plata  the  unanimity,  energy, 
and  virtue  to  resist  such  arrangements,  where  pro- 
vince is  arrrayed  against  prot^ince,  under  Puerry- 
don  and  Artegas,  viewing  each  other  with  a hos- 
tility more  deadly  than  the  proverbially  mutual 
hatred  of  Spaniards  and  Portuguese.  A still  more 
fatal  course  may  be  pursued.  The  king  of  Spain 
may  choose  to  try  persuasion,  giving  to  England 
the  promise  of  free  commerce  with  the  Spanish 
Maine;  may  he  not  easily  procure  another  media- 
tion, the  condition  of  which  shall  be  the  condition- 
al return  of  La  Plata  to  her  dependant  state.? — En- 
gland knows  well  how  to  make  such  a mediation 
effectual.  Let  it  not  be  said  her  honor  forbids  it, 
or  her  interest.  Her  intei'est  is  promoted  by  the 
commercial  monopoly  such  an  arrangement  will 
give.  Her  honor  always  bows  obedient  to  the  dic- 
tates of  her  commercial  interest. — If  she  should 
feel  some  qualms  of  conscience,  the  island  of  Cu- 
ba will  calm  her  scruples.  But  has  she  ever  pro- 
mised more  than  to  secure  the  commercial  inde- 
pendence of  Spanish  America.?  What  a contemp- 
tible figure  would  we  make  in  the  eyes  of  all  man- 
kind— how  degraded  in  our  opinions — if  we  should 
recognize  La  Plata,  and  the  government  should 
shortly  after  voluntarily  return  to  the  Spanish  yoke. 
That  the  committee  might  not  be  deceived  by  the 
supposed  attachment  felt  by  the  new  government 
for  the  United  States — by  the  profession  of  an  anx- 
ious desire  to  follow  our  example,  and  imitate  our 
virtue,  Mr.  F.  would  mention  a few  facts,  at 
once  illustrating  the  ardor  of  their  attachment  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  justice  and  honor  of  the 
government  in  its  dealings  with  individuals.  The 
American  brig  Savage,  of  Baltimore,  sailed  to  Bue- 
nos Ayres  with  a cargo  of  military  stores;  they 
there  sold  them  to  government,  to  be  delivered  in 
Chili.  The  voyage  was  performed — four  months 
elapsed,  under  various  pretences,  before  the  cargo 
■was  received,  and  after  this  delay  the  payment  was 
made,  not  according  to  contract,  but  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the go'vernment.  The  owner  was  thus  plun- 
dered of  his  property,  and  injured  by  this  delay  of 
his  plunderers.  The  ship  Enterprize,  of  Philadel- 
phia, captain  Coffin,  was  employed,  by  contract,  to 
carry  three  hundred  exiles  from  Juan  Fernandez 
to  Valparaiso,  from  whence  they  had  been  former- 
ly banished  by  the  royal  party.  He  was  to  have  re- 
ceived 7,500  dollars.  He  performed  his  contract, 
restored  the  exiles  to  their  country  and  their 
homes.  After  a detention  of  two  months,  he  was 
paid  2,500  dollars — St.  Martin,  the  Washington  of 
America,  as  he  is  called,  alleging  that  this  was 
enough. 

In  the  armies  of  La  Plata,  English  and  French 
officers  are  employed  without  scruple,  Americans 
seldom,  if  ever.  Our  countrymen  do  not  suit  their 
manners,  opinions,  or  government.  Juett,  former- 
ly of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  Kennedy, 
formerly  of  the  marine  corps,  sought  in  Valparaiso, 
in  1817,  commissions  in  the  army  of  St.  Martin. 
He  suspected  them  of  attachment  to  t1ie  Cuvreras, 


and  threw  them  into  a dungeon,  from  when  ce  they 
were  not  released  until  the  captain  of  a vessel,  who 
procured  their  liberation,  entered  into  an  engage- 
ment to  take  them  immediately  from  a soil  they 
were  deemed  unworthy  to  tread.  To  judge  of  the 
character  of  the  nation,  from  the  cruelty,  and 
harshness,  or  injustice  of  an  individual,  was  not 
reasonable;  but  when  that  individual  was  the  theme 
of  universal  admiration  in  his  own  country,  it 
could  not  be  considered  as  improper  to  make  him 
the  standard  by  which  to  estimate  the  opinion  and 
character  of  his  countrymen. 

Every  arrival  from  this  land  of  promise  brings 
us  the  history  of  the  oppressions  of  the  existing 
gotmrnment,  and  the  fearful  forebodings  of  ouf 
countrymen,  that  the  people,  for  whom  our  anxious 
wishes  are  hourly  expressed,  will  derive  no  bene- 
fits from  the  change  of  their  governors — that  the 
Spanish  power  will  be  restored  in  all  its  rigor — or 
that  the  new  authorities  will  ever  be  exercised, 
with  the  same  contempt  of  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  of  freedom,  that  distinguished  the  ancient 
tyranny.  It  might  be  urged,  that  this  was  newspa- 
per information,  derived  from  persons  of  doubtful 
authority.  This  objection  was  of  the  same  force, 
in  its  application,  to  all  the  information  possessed 
of  that  country.  It  was  of  such  materials  its  his- 
tory was  composed,  A powerful,  an  irresistable 
argument,  to  induce  the  committee  to  refrain  from 
the  commission  of  an  act  of  doubtful  propriety, 
might  be  drawn  from  this  source;  but  Mr.  F, 
would  not  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience,  ex- 
hausted as  it  must  be,  by  attending  to  the  long 
and  animated  address  of  the  speaker,  and  his  own 
desultory  reply. 


Naval  Force  on  the  Lakes. 

BY  TIJE  PIIESIDENT  OP  THE  U.  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A PROCL.\MATION. 

Whereas  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  month  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  between  Richard  Rush,  esquire,  at 
that  time  acting  as  secretary  for  the  department 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  right  honorable  Charles 
Bagot,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  which  arrangement  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

*‘The  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the  Ame- 
rican lakes,  by  his  majesty  and  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  shall  henceforth  be  confined 
to  the  following  vessels  on  each  side;  that  is — 

“On  lake  Ontario,  to  one  vessel  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  tons  burthen,  and  armed  with  one 
eighteen  pound  cannon. 

“On  the  upper  lakes,  to  two  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing like  burden  each,  and  armed  with  like  force. 

“On  the  waters  of  lake  Champlain  to  one  ves- 
sel not  exceeding  like  burden,  and  armed  with  like 
force. 

“All  other  armed  vessels  on  these  lakes  shall  be 
forthwith  dismantled,  and  no  other  vessels  of  war 
shall  be  there  built  or  armed. 

“If  either  party  should  be  hereafter  desirous  of 
annulling  this  stipulation,  and  should  give  notice 
to  tliat  effect  to  the  other  party,  it  shall  cease  to  he 
binding  after  the  e.xpiration  of  six  months  from  the 
date  of  such  notice. 

“The  naval  force  so  to  be  limited  shall  be  re 
strict ed  to  such  Services  as  will,  in.no  rjspech  i'uv 
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terfere  with  the  proper  duties  of  the  armed  vessels 
of  the  other  party.’* 

And  whereas  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
have  approved  of  the  said  arrangement,  and  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  carried  into  effect;  the 
same  having  also  received  the  sanction  of  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Britannic  majesty: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Monuob,  president  of 
the  United  States,  do,  by  this  my  proclamation, 
make  known  and  declare  that  the  arrangement 
aforesaid,  and  every  stipulation  thereof,  has  been 
duly  entered  into,  conluded,  and  confirmed,  and  is 
of  fidl  force  and  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, this  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  lord  one  tliousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  and  of  the  independence  cf 
the  United  States  the  forty  second. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  president. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Foreign  Articles. 


ENGLAND.  &C. 

We  have  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  lords  (Feb.  23)  appointed 
to  examine  the  papers  presented  by  the  prince  re- 
gent on  the  state  of  the  country.  We  have  not 
room  to  insert  this  paper  at  present — it  speaks  po- 
sitively of  the  fact  that  a general  rising  of  the  peo- 
ple was  designed  to  have  taken  place  in  .Tune  last, 
with  an  object  to  overthrow  the  established  go- 
vernment. - 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  proposed 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  commissioners  one  million 
sterling,  for  the  construction  of  new  churches  and 
chapels.  London  is  stated  to  contain  a population 
of  1,129,000  souls,  and  churches  sufficient  to  ac- 
commodate only  1.51,000. 

The  London  papers  speak  of  the  general  success 
of  the  manufactures,  particularly  in  cotton  and 
silk  goods,  which  could  not  be  purchased  as  fast 
as  wanted,  even  at  an  advance  of  15  per  cent,  in 
price. 

Lord  Cochrane  is  fiting  out  a steam-boat  in 
wliich  he  intends  to  attempt  a voyage  to  the  north 
Pole. 

It  appears  certain  that  the  totrd  revenue  of  En- 
gland and  Ireland,  for  the  year  IBlf,  was  ^561,675, 
327  and  for  the  year  1818,  will  be  if 51, 629, 609. 

A London  paper  gives  a report  that  250  persons 
are  engaged  to  found  a new  settlement  in  the 
woods  of  Kentucky.  An  aged  quaker  is  at  their 
head.  , 

The  Courier  says,  lord  Castlereagh  has  announc- 
ed in  the  house  of  commons,  that  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  lias  acceded  to  the  principles  of  the 
treaties  concluded  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  which 
establish  reciprocally,  under  certain  restrictions, 
the  right  of  search,  in  order  to  effect  the  entire 
abolLiion  ,of  the  slave  trade.  This  is  tlie  only 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  inhuman  traffic. 
England  to  b.er  immortal  honor,  has  taken  the  first 
step  in  this  liberal  system,  and  has  already  engag- 
ed three  maritime  powers  in  the  same  undertaking. 

Scraps.  Disturbances  are  said  to  exist  in  Ireland. 
Wheat  in  England,  average,  1st  March,  85s  8d.  per 
qu.arter.  The  person  who  attempted  the  life  of 
'tYellington,  at  Paris,  has  been  arrested — his  name 
is  Ghaniillon — It  is  insinuated,  however,  that  tfie 
whole  affair  Is  a.  political  cheat.  Meetings  for  a re- 
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form  of  parliament  .were  again  holcling-^we  have 
long  details  of  their  proceedings,  but  as  they  will 
“amount  to  nothing,”  shall  pass  them  over.  The 
papers  are.  filled  with  accounts  of  vessel  wrecked, 
houses  unroofed  and  blown  down,  orchards  and 
woods  demolished,  as  well  in  France  as  in  En- 
gland, by  the  late  storms.  A whirlwind  caused 
great  terror  in  the  streets  of  London,  prostrating 
the  people  on  the  pavements  and  gathering  a 
strange  chaos  of  hats,  bonnets,  umbrellas,  he.  &c. 
within  its  vortex.  There  was  also  a tremendous 
fall  of  hail  in  Cornwall— said  to  have  been  three 
feet  deep  in  some  places— general  depih,  six  inches. 
The  author  of  Waverly,  Guy  Mannering,  he.  is 
said  already  to  have  received  upwards  of'gl00,0C0 
as  half-profits  of  his  works.  The  Seneca  and  Onei- 
da Indians,  from  New  York,  having  performed  at 
Liverpool,  were  soon  to  appear  on  the  London  stage. 
The  President  frigate  is  repairing — her  establish- 
ment is  to  be  60  guns. 

Cozna^e-— During  the  year  1817,  the  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  coined  at  the  English  mint,  is  as 
follows: 

Gold, /4,261,320 

Silver, Z4, 24 1,358 


Total  ^8, 502,678 

Taxation. — Attempts  are  making  by  some  of  the 
commissioners  of  taxes,  to  charge,  with  the  asses* 
sed  duty  upon  servants,  every  male  child,  above 
fourteen  years  of  age,  residing  tvith  Ins  otvn  parents, 
in  a tradesman's  fanyily.  So  that,  by  this  forced 
construction  of  the  act,  if  the  father  of  a numer- 
ous family  is  carefully  training  up  his  children  in 
the  habits  of  industry,  until  suitable  engagements 
can  be  found;  or,  if  either  of  them,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, should  be  returned  for  a few  weeks 
upon  his  hands,  such  child  must  either  be  retained 
in  a state  ofidleness,  or  his  parents  become  liable 
to  oppressive  taxes  in  proportion  to  his  inability  to 
pay  them.  London  paper. 

Calamitous  fire.  The  cotton  factory  at  Coin 
bridge,  near  Huddersfield,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
half  pi  hour,  with  all  the  machinery  and  stock;  ands 
tragical  to  relate,  there  were  about  26  persons  at 
work,  and  only  nine  escaped;  17  (all  girls,  the  el- 
dest about  19  years  of  age)  fell  victims  to  the  de- 
vouring flames. 

FRANCE, 

By  letters  from  Paris,  it  appears  that  a confident 
belief  is  entertained  there,  of  a treaty  having  been 
actually  concluded  between  the  allied  sovereigns 
and  France,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  French  terri- 
tory by  tlve  army  of  occupation  in  the  approaching 
summer,  and  for  the  arrangements  of  the  debts  due 
to  the  allies.  The  sum  fixed  is  said  to  be  30  mil- 
lions of  annuities  (or  six  hundred  millions  of  francs) 
between  24  and  25  million.:  sterling. 

It  it  announced,  as  official,  in  the  political  circles 
of  Paris,  that  llie  emperors  of  Austria  and  Russia, 
with  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, 
and  lord  Castlereagh,  are  to  meet  at  Dusseldorf  in  the 
course  of  next  autumn,  for  what  object  is  unknown. 

The  king  of  Prussia  has  purchased  in  Paris,  a 
superb  house,  for  250,000  francs. 

M.  Bruneau,  who  called  himself  Louis  XVH.  was 
condemned,  on  the  7th  of  March,  to  seven  years 
confinement,  and  refuses  to  appeal. 

The  ship  Neptune,  of  80  guns,  was  launched  at 
L’Orient  on  the  21st  of  March. 

The  eh  gant  theatre  I’Odeon,  at  Paris,  was  burnt 
on  tile  21st  of  last  March,  after  the  audience  had 
retired,  but  several  lives  were  lost.  The  same  the- 
jatre  was  burnt  in  1799,  and  rebuilt  in  1807. 
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•Coined  at  the  French  mint,  during  the  year  end-  i 
jng  on  the  1st  of  September,  in  gold  and  silver, 
65,617,766  francs  (about  14  millions  dollars.) 

A steam-boat,  called  the  Tivo- Brothers,  plies  be- 
tween Rouen  and  London.  She  belongs  to  the  for- 
mer port. 

King’s  veto.r-^U  appears  that  the  veto  pronounced 
by  the  king  on  the  recruiting  law,  is,  by  many  of 
the  best  friends  of  the  Bourbons,  considered  as  the 
death-warrant  of  their  dynasty. 

It  was  understood  that  all  the  marshals  of  France 
were  under  strong  impressions  of  indignation 
against  the  king  for  this  extraordinary  application 
of  the  power  with  which  he  is  entrusted  under  the 
new  constitution. 

SPAIN. 

The  fleet  sold  by  Russia  to  Spain,  which  has  ar- 
^•ived  at  Cadiz,  is  said  to  consist  of  the  same  ships 
that  were  seized  by  the  British  at  Lisbon  in  1811, 
and  given  up  on  the  rupture  of  Russia  with  France. 
It  is  now  reported  that  they  are  to  be  paid  for  by 
England,  out  of  the  ^C400,000  that  she  is  to  give 
Spain  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  It  is  not  pro- 
bable that  this  fleet  will  ever  be  on  the  sea  under 
Ferdinand — the  ships  are  decayed  and  out  of  re- 
pair. 

The  Russian  admiral  caused  every  ship  to  fire 
a full  round  in  the  harbor  of  Cadiz,  on  Washing- 
ton’s birth  day,  and  avowedly  in  .honor  of  his  me- 
mory— so  says  a letter  from  that  city. 

SWEDEN. 

The  acknowledgement  of  the  new  k ing  of  Swe- 
den by  the  French  government,  has  been  oflicially 
announced. 

There  is  a rumor  of  some  disturbances  in  Sweden, 
on  account  of  the  new  king. 

RUSSIA. 

The  semi-savage  Platoff,  who  offered  the  prosti- 
tution of  his  daughter  to  any  one  that  would  mur- 
der Bonaparte,  is  dead. 

The  emperor  Alexander  is  journeying  through 
his  dominions,  and  actively  engaged  to  consolidate 
a power  that  will  govern  all  Europe,  if  it  does  not 
fall  into  pieces  of  its  own  weight.  The  Polish  diet 
was  engaged  in  forming  a constitution. 

TUUKHr. 

A Paris  paper  of  March  17,  says-Constantino- 
ple  has  lately  witnessed  one  of  those  events  which 
are  seldom  recorded  in  Turkish  history,  viz*  the 
deposition  of  the  mufti,  which  took  place  in  the 
beginning  of  February.  The  grand  seignor  has  no- 
minated in  his  place  one  of  the  principal  Ulemas, 

Mecki-Sade-Hussan-Efl'endi. 

IONIAN  ISLANDS. 

The  republic  of  the  Ionian  islands  is  a British  co- 
lony. An  article  fx*om  Venice  states  the  outline  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Ionian  isles  as  ratified  by 
the  prince  regent.  There  is  to  be  a legislative  as- 
sembly, chosen  by  the  electoral  body,  a senate 
chosen  by  the  legislative  assembly,  and  the  judg- 
es are  to  be  appointed  by  the  senate.  The  elec- 
tions are  to  be  for  five  years,  the  lord  commission- 
er to  have  the  power  of  convoking  or  proroguing 
the  parliament,  but  not  of  dissolving  it,  except  by 
virtue  of  an  order  of  the  British  government.  Each 
island  to  have  a local  government.  The  dominant 
religion  to  be  the  Greek  chuich.  The  language  to 
be  Greek. — There  is  to  be  a general  printing  es- 
tablishment at  Corfu,  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  senate  aud  the  superintendence  of  the 
secretary  general,  and  no  other  printing  establish- 
ment is  to  be  allowed  in  any  of  the  islands  without 
the  permission  of  the  senate,  and  the  approbation 
df  the  lord  commissioner^ 


BARBART  POWERS. 

Genoa,  Feb.  25. — The  commander  of  the  squad- 
ron of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, has  required  tlie  dey  of  Algiers  to  give 
orders  to  his  cmizevs  not  to  take  the  liberty  in  fu- 
ture of  visiting  American  vessels,  under  any  pre- 
text whatever,  because  as  the  plague  prevails  ia- 
the  territory  of  Algiers,  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  contagion  might  be  spread  by  these  visits. 
He  added,  that,  in  case  of  refusal,  he  had  orders 
to  give  chase  to  the  Algerine  vess§;ls,  and  to  sink 
them.  If  all  the  maritime  powers  would  hold  the 
same  energetic  language,  there  would  not  be  so 
much  reason  to  fear  that  these  cruizers  would  com- 
municate the  plague  to  us,  and  their  piracies 
would  cease  of  themselves, 

BRAZIL. 

The  king  was  proclaimed  king  of  Portugal,  Al- 
garve and  Brazil  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  the  6lh  of  Feb. 
last — 13,000  men  were  under  arms  on  the  occasion. 
Rio  Janerio  is  said  to  contain  from  100  to  120,000 
inhabitants — the  streets  are  narrow,  and  the  city 
is  irregularly  built. 

SPANISH  AMERICA. 

Mr,  Be  Forrest  has  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
as  consul-general  from  the  United  Provinces  of 
South-America. 

Artigas  remained  in  his  capital.  Purification, 
seeming  to  bid  defiance  to  all  the  world. 

Admiral  Brian  arrived  off'  Antigua  with  two 
brigs  and  a scb.ooner,  and  asked  leave  to  enter  the 
port  and  refit — but  was  refused. 

The  Chilian  government  has  published  a solemn 
declaration  of  independence.  Tjie  Buenos  Ayreans 
were  preparing  to  celebrate  it  by  illuminations,  8cq. 

The  royal  force  in  Chili  is  said  to  have  been 
reinforced  from  Europe,  and  \ms  again  acting  of- 
fensively. But  the  result  was  not  feared  by  the 
patriots. 

A large  vessel,  carrying  28  guns  and  400  men, 
under  the  patriotic  flag,  is  reported  as  committing 
indiscriminate  robberies  in  the  Indian  ocean. 

A London  paper  says — The  Buenos  Ayres  priva- 
teer La  Patriota  has  captured  no  less  than  24  s.'ill 
of  Spanish  ships,  and  a galleon  with  1,500,000  dol- 
lars on  board,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Canary 
Isles. 

Several  British  government  vessels  are  cruising 
near  the  Bahama  islands, to  protect  their  commerce 
against  depredations  under  the  patriot  flags. 

Notwithstanding  Morillo,  in  his  late  actions  with 
Bolivar,  killed  rather  more  than  the  -whole  of  the  pa- 
triots, as  the  Spanish  custom  is,  the  royalists  were 
still  in  dreadful  alarm  on  account  oftheyei  surviv- 
ing remnant  of  the  patriot  army,  for  they  had  ral- 
lied and  were  in  imposing  strength!  The  late 
fighting  appears  to  have  been  very  severe — tlie 
royalists  boast  of  having  killed  6 or  700  patriots 
on  the  field,  yet  admit  that  a regiment  of  blacks, 
called  Morillo’s  guides,  about  450  strong,  was 
cut  off’  to  a man,  and  Morillo  himself  was  severe- 
ly WQunded.— 14  females  were  made  prisoners 
fighting  in  Bolivar’s  ranks.  Certain  vessels  have 
been  sent  from  Laguira  to  blockade  the  Oronoke. 

(Xj’By  a lale  arrival  at  Nevv-Huven,  it  appears  that 
another  battle  hud  been  fought  near  the  field  of  the 
former,  between  Barraccas  and  Carabose,  Bolivar 
against  the  royalis  s,  in  which  the  former  was 
successful.  It  now  seems  that,  after  the  late  royal 
victory,  the  “rebels”  maintained  their  ground,  and 
that  it  was  only  the  invincible  soldiers  of  the  “ador- 
ed king”  that  retired!  Morillo  was  still  confined  by 
his  wound.  It  is  very  probable  that  Caraccas  and 
Laguyra  will  soon  fall  into  tiie  hands  of  the  patriots. 
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It  is  reported  that  they  have  received  1100  men 
[British]  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  from  the  Oro- 
noke.  The  royalists  calculate  on  occupying  Porto 
Cavello  in  case’  of  the  fall  of  Laguyra. 


CHRONICLE. 

O^Baltimore  mourns  the  loss  of  her  gallant  de- 
fender, lieut.  col.  Armistead— he  died  on  Satur 
day  last.  A full  account  of  the  ceremonies  and 
proceedings  at  his  funeral,  and  of  the  procession, 
&c.  is  in  type,  but  of  necessity  laid  over  for  our 

n,ext.  . 

Specie.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  notice  the  ar- 
rival of  several  handsome  lots  of  specie — hoping 
that  some  of  the  banks,  which  do  not  pay  their 
debts,  will  purchase  it  and  do  justice  to  their  cre- 
ditors. Several  sums  have  been  received  in  gold 
within  the  last  week,  as  well  as  450,000  crowns 
and  55,000  dollars,  in  silver,  from  France;  400,000 
dollars  from  England,  and  50,000  from  Antigua. 
The  three  last  anived  at  New  York  in  one  day. 

Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Knight— (rep.)  is  re- elected 
governor  by  a majority  of  616  votes — last  year 
ids  majority  was  only  71.  The  house  of  represen- 
tatives consists  of  37  republicans  and  35  federa- 
lists. 

The  Congress  frigate,  capt.  Sinclair,  after  touch- 
ing at  Rio  Janeiro,  has  arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres. 
Her  passage  had  been  pleasant,  and  all  was  well. 

It  appears  that  the  frigate  and  the  commission- 
ers were  coldly  received  at  Rio  Janeiro^ — the  cold- 
ness of  the  Portuguese  almost  amounted  to  rude- 
ness. A difficulty  also  arose  ^bout  a seaman  pre- 
tending to  be  a Portuguese  subject,  who  required 
a release  from  his  voluntary  contract  to  serve  in 
our  navy.  Capt.  Sinclair  behaved  on  the  occasion  as 
he  ought— and  the  man  was,  of  course,  retained 
until  his  enlistment  expires.  This  is  the  substance 
of  the  few  particulars  that  have  reached  us. 

But  at  Buenos  Ayres  the  commissioners  were 
received  with  great  attention  and  courtesy — they 
were  presented  to  the  supreme  director  on  the  1st 
of  March.  Despatches  from  them  have  arrived  at 
Washington. 

The  Ontario,  sloop  of  war,  capt.  Biddle,  has  ar- 
rived at  Valparaiso.  She  spoke  the  Spanish  frigate 
Venganza,  and  was  informed  that,  on  account  of 
the  blockade,  she  could  not  enter  Valparaiso — but 
capt.  Biddle  said  he  could,  and  he  did  enter.  The 
Venganza  had  a sloop  of  war  in  company,  and  such 
was  their  wretched  condition  that  capt.  Biddle 
thought  he  could  have  captured  both  vessels,  if 
necessary. 

The  commander  of  the  British  frigate  Amphion, 
lying  at  Valparaiso,  had  resolved  to  inform  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  vessels  that  the  block- 
ade cannot  be  continued,  since  he  had  permitted  the 
Ontario  to  enter  the  port. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  has  adjourned  af 
t er  passing  290  laws  and  resolutions.  Among  the 
former  are  two  or  three  to  create  new  banks. 

Expedition. — The  post  chaise  between  New-York 
and  Philadelphia  makes  the  trip  in  a little  more 
than  eleven  hours. 

Sno-j),  on  the  Catsklll  mountains,  was  13  inches 
deep,  on  the  22nd  ult. 

Mr.  Pinkney,  onr  late  minister  to  Russia,  arrived 
at  Berlin  on  the  19th  March,  on  Ids  return  to  this 
country. 

The  fisheries. — A sliip  has  arrived  at  Nantucket 
witli  1400  casks  sea- elephant  oil.  This  vessel  per- 
formed her  voyage  to  the  South-seas  and  back,  in 
seven  montlis  and  23  days.  ‘ 


Indiait  war.— It  was  reported  at  Savannah,  on 
the  20th  ult.  that  the  Indians  had  advanced  within 
30  miles  of  Darien,  committing  many  ravages.  In 
consequence,  certain  bodies  of  militia  were  direct- 
ed to  march  immediately,  and  2000  dollars  were 
raised  for  the  encouragement  of  volunteers. 

We  have  the  n;^mes  of  several  persons  murdered 
by  the  Indians.  They  range  about  in  small  parties 
— a favorable  method  to  protract  the  war,  but  the 
certain  means  of  their  own  destruction  in  detail.—- 
Many  parties  are  in  pursuit  of  ihem. 

Milledgeville,  April  18. — A letter  from  gen  Glas- 
cock to  the  editors  of  the  Journal,  dated  Fort  St. 
Marks,  7th  April,  states,  that  on  the  1st  inst.  a 
skirmish  took  place  between  the  advance  of  the 
army  and  a portion  of  the  Mickasuka  Indians, 
(most  of  them  fled  on  the  approach  of  our  troops.) 

The  Tennessee  detachment  rushed  forward,  and 
participated  slightly  in  the  action;  they  had  one 
man  killed  and  four  wounded — seven  of  the  enemy 
were  slain;  their  number  of  wounded  is  not  known. 
Col.  Henderson,  of  Wilkes  county,  is  stated  to  have 
killed  an  Indian  chief,  the  same  who  is  understood 
to  have  headed  the  party  that  murdered  Lee  and 
Lofters,  While  crossing  Cedar  creek.  The  day  after 
the  skirmish  gen.  Gaines  was  ordered  with  one 
thousand  men  to  scour  and  lay  waste  the  adjacent 
country.  He  did  so,  but  the  enemy  had  disappear-' 
ed — five  negroes  were  taken  by  him. 

Fowl-Town,  Mickasuka,  and  some  others  have 
been  destroyed — 1000  head  of  beef  cattle,  and  se^ 
veral  thousand  bushels  of  corn  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  Gen.  Jackson  has  taken  possession  of  St. 
Mark’s,  a Spanish  post  on  the  river  of  that  name — 
the  commander  protested  against  this  measure,  but 
did  not  think  proper  to  oppose  its  execution  with 
force.  The  army  has  marched  against  the  town  ©r 
Suwanney,  distant  about  thirty  miles,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected reached  there  on  Thursday  last;  but  it  was 
not  believed  that  the  Indians  would  make  a stand 
at  that  or  any  other  place.  Some  having  surren- 
dered themselves  prisoners,  and  the  rest  have  been 
dispersed — s&  that  the  war  with  them  may  be  con- 
sidered nearly  at  an  end.  The  militia  from  this 
state,  we  understand,  will  be  marched  to  Trader’s 
hill  and  discharged  in  a few  days.  C pt.  Arburth- 
not,*  a British  officer,  was  captured  at  St.  Mark’s. 
If  we  mis'ake  not  be  was  engaged  during  the  con- 
test with  Great  Britain,  in  stirring  up  the  Indians 
to  hostility  against  ua,  and  commandant  for  some 
time  at  the  negro  fort  erected  on  the  Appalachico- 
la,  which  was  subsequently  demolished  by  ouf 
troops. 

Bv  the  hoisting  the  British  flag,  several  Indians 
were  decoyed  on  board  of  some  gun-boats  that  as- 
cended the  St.  Mark’s  river  the  31st  ult,  among 
them  was  a chief,  and  the  prophet  Francis,  both  of 
whom  were  hanged — the  rest  were  liberated.  St. 
Mark’s,  when  taken,  was  strongly  fortified,  had 
twenty  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  mounted,  and  was 
garrisoned  by  about  fifiy  men,  who  have  since  em- 
barked for  Pensacola.  M'Intosh,  whose  vigilance 
and  enterprise  merit  commendation,  has  captured 
about  100  more  prisoners, — Journal 

Phosphorus. —The  audience  in  the  Charleston 
theatre  were  lately  thrown  into  great  alarm  by  a 
quantity  of  phospliorus  cast  upon  the  floor  in  the 
gallery,  by  accident  or  design.  The  house  was 
supposed  to  be  on  fire — it  was  instantly  emptied  in 
terrible  confusion,  but  happily  no  lives  were  lost. 
If  this  thing  was  done  by  design,  how  great  should 
be  the  punishment  of  the  oflender! 

: Is  not  thus  (ihas  the  infamous  Woodbine? 
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Of  Amelia-Island. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  at  present  to  find  room 
for  all  the  papers  transmitted  by  the  president  to 
coegress,  together  with  bis  message  of  the  25th 
of  March,  respecting  Amelia  Island. 

The  most  interesting  and  authentic  paper  is  the 
following,  which  is  entirely  corroborated  in  all  its 
parts  by  tl«e  less  formal  papers  which  detail  the 
history  of  general  McGregor’s  views  and  proceed- 
ings: 

Major  Bankhead  and  captain  Henley  to  the  presi- 
dent, dated  Femandina,  Amelia  Island,  January 
10,  1818. 

Sir— If  any  additional  testimony  were  necessary 
to  prove  that  general  Aury  had  no  authority  to  take 
possession  of  this  island,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
documents  under  v/hich  he  claims  the  right  to 
have  acted  as  he  has  done.  At  his  urgent  solicita- 
tion we  have  carefully  examined  these  documents, 
and  from  them  it  is  evident  that  he  has  had  no  pri- 
vilege or  power  granted  to  him,  even  from  the  es- 
tablishment at  Galvezton  or  Matagorda,  but  that 
which  he  derived  from  don  Manuel  de  Herrera,who, 
it  appears  was  sent  by  the  Mexican  congress  as  mi- 
nister to  the  United  States, but  proseeded  no  further 
than  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  During  his  stay  at  that 
place,  a correspondence  was  opened  between  him 
and  Aury,and  the  plan  of  an  establishment  at  Galvez- 
ton agreed  on.  They  met  at  that  place,  and  form- 
ed a provisional  government,  of  which  Aury  was 
made  the  governor,  subject  to  the  confirmation  or 
rejection  of  the  Mexican  congress.  Before  any 
communication  was  had  with  the  said  congress,  it 
was  dissolved  and  dispersed  by  the  Spanish  forces; 
and  Aury,  having  lost  a number  of  his  vessels  on 
the  Mexican  coast,  and  unable  to  maintain  his  po- 
sition, either  at  Galvezton  or  Matagorda,  sailed 
for  this  place;  which  he  had  heard  was  in  possession 
of  the  forces  under  general  McGregor.  On  his  ar- 
rival here,  McGregor  had  abandoned  the  post, 
which  was  then  held  by  Hubbard  and  Irvine,  with  the 
rabble  which  had  been  collected  from  the  streets 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Savannah.  Af- 
ter considerable  contention  for  the  supreme  pow- 
er, between  Hubbard  and  his  rabble,  and  Aury  and 
his  black  followers,  the  latter,  from  the  inHuence 
of  the  money  brought  with  them,  prevailed,  and 
hoisted  the  Mexican  flag. 

These  facts,  we  have  no  doubt,  are  all  known  to 
you,  but  as  our  information  is  derived  from  the  best 
authority,  the  documents  in  the  possession  of  gen. 
Aury,  we  have  thought  it  proper,  and  have  there- 
fore taken  the  liberty  to  make  this  communication 
directly  to  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of 
the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

J.  D.  HENLEY, 

Commanding  naval  forces  off  Amelia- Island. 

JAS.  iiANKHEAD, 

Major  Is?  battalion  artillery,  southern  division, 
com.  U.  S.  troops  on  Amelia  Island. 

His  excellency  James  Monroe, 
president  of  the  United  States. 

VOL.  XIV. 12. 


Among  the  papers  communicated  by  Mr  Pazos, 
along  with  his  remonstrance  to  the  executive,  the 
following  document  is  the  most  prominent: 
Translation  of  sir  Gregor  Me  Gregorys  commission. 

The  deputies  of  free  America,  resident  in  the 
United  States  of  the  north,  to  their  corn-patriot, 
GregorMcGregor,  general  of  brigade  in  the  service 
of  the  United  provinces  of  New  Grenada  and  Ve- 
nezuela, greeting: 

Whereas  it  is  highly  important  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent,  that  possession  should  be  taken,  without  loss 
of  ti  ».e,  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  free  institutions,  and  the  security  of  their 
natural  rights,  imparted  to  their  inljabitants:  In 
pursuance  to  our  instructions,  and  in  conformitv 
to  the  desires  of  our  respective  governments, 
have  commissioned  brigadier  generalGregorM’Gre- 
gor,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution,  ei- 
ther wholly  or  in  part,  an  interprize  so  interesting 
to  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Therefore,  taking  into  consideration  yonr  zeal 
and  devotion  to  the  republic,  vve  request  you,  i:i 
the  name  of  our  constituents,  to  proceed  on  your 
own  responsibility,  and  that  of  the  above  riamed 
provinces,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  your  judg- 
ment may  most  effectually  tend  to  procure  for  our 
brethern  of  both  the  f'loridas,  East  and  West,  t!ie 
speedy  enjoyment  of  those  great  benefits  to  whicii 
they  are  invited  by  the  advantage  of  their  geogra- 
phical situation;  and  for  that  purpose  we  authorize 
you,  without  departing  from  the  usages  and  cus- 
toms of  civilized  nations  in  like  cases,  and  the  due 
observance  ofthelaws  of  the  United  States,  and  par- 
ticularly those  regulating  their  neutrality  wrli 
foreign  powers,  to  cause  vessels  to  be  armed  with- 
out the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  provisional- 
ly to  grant  rank  to  naval  and  military  officers,  un- 
til the  government,  to  be  established  by  the  free 
will  of  the  said  people,  can  provide  in  the  most 
suitable  mode  for  the  arrangement  of  their  several 
departments;  in  the  execution  of  all  which,  the  in- 
structions delivered  to  you  of  this  date  will  serve 
as  your  guide. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  at  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  31st  of  xMarch,  181T. 

LINO  DE  CLEMENTE, 
Depxity  from  Venezuela 
PEDRO  GUAL, 

Deputy  from  JSJ'ew  Grenada,  and  ns  proxy  fur 
F.  Zarate,  dffifv  from  Mexico. 

MARTIN  THOMSON, 
Deputy  from  Rio  de  la  Pin.' a. 

A true  copy  of  tlie  originai  in  my  possession, Phi- 
ladelphia, 15ih  January,  1818 — 8rh. 

LINO  DE  CLEMEN  I’E. 

Here  we  find  three  deputies  from  iihree  provin- 
ces, and  a proxy  for  a fourth,  constituting,  withi.i 
the  United  Sta'Les,an  officer  with, in  fact,  almost  im- 
perial powers,  if  he  had  been  able  to  carry  them  in- 
to execution:  The  expedition  was  therefore  in  its 

origin,  as  well  as  in  its  progress,  in  direct  violation 
of  our  laws. 

Tiie  following  is  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  tlie  remonstrance  ofM.  Fa;zo;5,  against  the 
occtipation  of  Amhlia. 
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The  secretary  of  state  to  don  Vicente  Pazos. 

Washington,  5th  March,  1818. 

Sin— Your  memorial  addressed  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  have  been  laid  before  him:  and  I am  di- 
rected to  inform  you,  that  his  views  of  the  transac- 
tions at  Amelia  Island,  and  the  measures  he  thought 
proper  to  take  in  consequence  of  them,  have  been 
made  known  to  the  world  by  his  communications  to 
congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  by  his  message  oftlie  13th  of  January  last. 
He  has  given  full  consideration  to  your  memorial 
and  other  papers,  and  perceiving  nothing  in  them 
exhibiting  the  proceedings  at  Amelia  Island  in  a 
different  character  from  that  in  whicli  he  had  before 
viewed  them,  he  sees  no  reason  for  revoking  any 
of  tlie  measures  which  have  been  taking  by  his  di- 
rections  in  respect  to  that  place,  and  nothing  that 
requires  any  other  answer  to  your  representations. 

1 arn,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  following  are  copies  Of  letters  from  Don  Pe- 
dro Gual  and  General  Aury,  to  Commodore  Hen- 
ley ami  Colonel  Bankhead,  on  the  former  leaving 
the  Island  of  Amelia: 

*‘Fcrnandina,  Jan.  11,  1818. 

“Gentlemen — Being  on  the  point  ofleaving  this 
place  for  South  America,  1 avail  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  return  to  you  my  thanks  for  your  per- 
sonal kindness  to  me  and  my  fellow-citizens  ever 
since  your  troops  took  possession  of  this  Island. 
Of  the  misfortune  which  they  have  been  compelled 
to  endure,  it  has  certainly  been  of  great  relief  that 
the  execution  of  the  order  of  your  government  was 
confided  to  so  worthy  characters  as  you;  the  re- 
membrance of  your  humane  personal  deportment 
shall  be  forever  impressed  on  our  minds. 

“I  must  confess  to  you,  I leave  with  regret  the 
tjiiiied  States  of  America,  for  whose  prosperity  I 
have  constantly  made  my  most  ardent  vows  to  hea- 
ven— a nation  like  your’s,  whose  political  institu- 
tions are  calculated  to  redeem  mankind  from  bon 
dage  and  servile  submission,  cannot  be  too  well 
appreciated;  whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  your 
administration  in  regard  to  us,  or  the  situation  of 
our  respective  countries  in  the  time  to  come,  I shall 
be  always  proud  to  see  in  the  same  hemisphere 
where  I am  born,  a virtuous  people  of  brethren, 
happy,  free  and  Independent. 

“As  to  yourselves,  gentlemen,  it  will  give  me  a 
particular  pleasure  to  attend  to  your  commands,  or 
be  useful  at  any  time  to  you  and  your  friends. 

“I  remain,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, your  most  obedient,  PEDRO  GUAL. 

To  J.  n.  HENLEY,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &e. 

JAMES  BANKHEAD,  CSq.  &.C.  EcC.  &C.” 

*‘Fernandina,  March  1, 1818 

“Colonel — Allow  me,  before  leaving  Fernandi- 
na,  to  manifest  to  you  my  sincere  acknowledgments 
of  gratitude  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
acted  towards  me  since  you  took  the  command  at 
Amelia;  it  will  remain  engraven  on  my  mind. 

“Should  events  ever  take  you  to  any  part  of  South 
America,  where  I should  be,  or  where  I could  be 
of  any  utility  to  you  or  your  friends,  I beg  you  will 
freely  dispose  of  me;  it  will  be  gratifying  to  me  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  proving  tlie  esteem  witli 
'ivhich  I have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedi&nt 
servant,  AURY. 

To  COL.  JAMES  BANKHEAD,  Femandina  ” 

^''Fevnandina,  March  I,  1818 

“Commodore — Allow  me,  before  leaving  tliis 
place,  to  manifest  to  you  my  sincere  acknow*^lcdg- 


ments  of  gratitude  for  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  acted  towards  me  since  your  arrival  at  Ame- 
lia; it  will  remain  engraven  on  my  mind. 

“Should  events  ever  take  you  to  any  part  of  South 
America,  where  I should  be,  or  where  I could  be 
of  any  utility  to  you,  I beg  you  will  freely  dispose 
of  me,  as  well  for  your  friends;  it  will  be  gratify- 
ing to  me  to  have  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  es- 
teem with  which  I have  the  honor  to  remain  your 
obedient  humble  servant,  AURY. 

To  COM.  j.  D.  HENLEY,  U.  S.  slilp  John  Adams.” 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  senate^  Wednesday  Feb.  4.  1818. 

THE  CASE  OF  WILLIAM  COBBETT.  ^ 

Mr.  Lowrie,  from  the  committee  td  whomVas 
referred  on  the  26th  ult.  the  petition  of  William 
Cobbett,  made  report,  which  was  read  as  follows, 
,to  wit; 

That  from  an  examination  of  the  documents,  the 
following  appear  to  be  the  prominent  facts: 

That  in  August,  1797,  a warrant  was  issued  by 
chief  justice  M’Kean,  to  apprehend  Wm.  Cobbett 
on  a charge  for  publishing  sundry  libels  against  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  his  minister  the  chevalier  de 
Yrujo.  On  this  charge,  the  said  Cobbett  was  oblig- 
ed to  enter  into  a recognizance  before  the  chief 
justice,  himself  in  the  sum  of  ^2,000,  and  two 
sureties  each  in  the  sum  of  ^2,000,  to  be  “of  good 
behaviour  towards  the  commonwealth  and  all  the 
liege  people,”  until  the  nest  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner. 

At  the  next  succeeding  term,  a bill  of  indict- 
ment, predicated  on  this  charge,  was  laid  before 
the  grand  jury,  and  returned  by  them  Ignoramus. 

For  breach  of  this  recognizance,  an  action  of 
debt  was  brought  against  VV^m.  Cobbett  by  Jared 
Ingersol,  as  attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  return- 
able to  December  term,  1797,  but  was  not  tried  till 
December,  1800,  when  the  defendant  had  left  the 
stale. 

The  breach  of  the  condition  assigned  on  behalf 
of  the  commonwealth,  was  the  publication  of  a num- 
ber of  libels,  between  the  date  of  the  recognizance, 
and  the  bringing  of  the  suits,  to  wit:  Libels  on  the 
late  gov.  Mifflin — the  board  of  health  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia— on  the  memory  of  Franklin  and 
Rittenhouse — together  with  other  publications 
against  the  Spanish  and  French  governments— the 
people  of  Virginia  and  other  states  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  jury  gave  a verdict  for  the  commonwealth, 
but  the  defendant  having  left  the  country  before 
the  trial,  there  were  no  effects  to  be  found  belong- 
ing to  him,  on  wliich  to  lay  an  execution. 

Actions  having  been  brought  against  Davies  and 
North,  the  sureties,  returnable  to  the  same  term  as 
that  against  the  principal,  the  trial  of  Davies  was 
brought  on  at  the  next  ensuing  term  in  March, 
1801,  and  judgment  was  obtained  against  him. 
The  case  was  then  removed  to  the  court  of  errors, 
where  the  judgment  was  affirmed.  In  February, 
1804,  judgment  was  obtained  against  North. 

On  the  trial  of  these  causes,  exceptions  appear 
to  have  been  taken  to  this  mode  of  proceeding. 
In  the  action  against  North,  it  was  principally  urg- 
ed that,  unless  the  jury  might  find  less  than  the 
whole  amount,  (and  this  it  was  said  they  could  not 
do)  a recognizance  of  this  kind  if  forfeited  by  a li- 
bel, would  prove  a direct  restraint  upon  the  liberty 
of  the  press.  Shippen,  chief  justice,  before  wliom, 
and  Smith,  justice,  the  cause  was  tried,  told  the 
jury  as  to  this  point,  that  if  they  were  of  opinion 
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with  the  cominon wealth,  they  might  find  the  whole, 
as  the  court  had  authority,  under  an  act  of  assem- 
bly to  moderate  or  remit  the  forfeiture.  The  jury, 
as  above  stated,  found  for  the  whole,  and  judgment 
was  entered  upon  their  verdict  at  March  term, 
1804. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1804,  North  and  Davies 
filed  their  petition,  that  the  court  would  moderate 
or  remit.  After  argument  in  this  case,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  was  given  as  follows: 

Shippen,  chief  justice “There  is  abundant 

more  reason  for  a power  in  the  court  to  mode- 
“ rate  or  remit  a forfeiture  of  this  kind,  than  in 
“ those  cases  which  come  espressly  within  the  law; 

for  as  it  was  argued  upon  the  trial,  if  a publica- 
“ tion  in  the  newspaper,  may  be  a breach,  and  upon 
“ such  a breach  the  whole  recognizance  is  forfeit- 
“ ed,  every  justice  of  the  peace  may  indirectly  put 
a restraint  upon  the  liberty  of  the  press.  I cer- 
tainly  told  the  jury  that  we  had  an  act  of  assem- 
“ bly  by  which  we  might  prevent  the  injury;  and  I 
“ was  probably  misled,  by  recollecting  that  in  de- 
“ daring  upon  such  recognizance,  I always  stated 
“ that  it  was  filed  of  record,  and  so  are  the  forms. 
“ But  I am  now  persuaded  from  an  examination  of 
the  act,  that  I was  mistaken,  and  that  the  relief 
“ is  confined  to  forfeitures  in  court.  It  is  to  be 
“ regretted,  that  it  is  too  late  to  afibrd  the  parties 
a new  trial.  The  relief  at  present  lies  only  with 
the  executive.  The  opinion  of  the  court  is,  that 
**  the  petitions  must  be  dismissed.” 

Smith,  justice — “I  do  not  go  merely  by  recol 
lection,  in  stating,  that  I did  say  upon  the  trial 
I had  doubts  as  to  its  being  a restraint  upon  the 
“ press;  and  then  the  chief  justice  said,  we  had 
**  power  by  the  act  to  prevent  injury.  It  was  clear- 
“ ly  a mistake,  for  the  act  does  not  extend  to  such 
“ a forfeiture.” — [_Binney*s  Reports,  v.  1.  p.  97. 

On  the  12th  September,  1804,  Benjamin  Davies 
and  Richard  North  applied  to  Thomas  M’Kean,  at 
that  time  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth,  for 
a remission  or  mitigation  of  the  forfeitures,  incur- 
ed  by  them  to  the  commonwealth.  Their  petition 
was  not  granted,  and  the  amount  of  the|fbrfeitures, 
the  interest  and  the  costs  were  paid  by  the  sure- 
ties to  the  attorney  general  of  the  commonwealth; 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  whole  amount  ot  debt, 
interest  and  costs  were  repaid  to  them  by  William 
Cobbett. 

From  these  facts  it  appears,  that  the  liberty  of 
the  press  is  connected  with  the  pre,seat  application, 
and  by  the  views  of  the  legislature  in  this  respect 
the  claim  of  the  petitioner  will  be  materially  af- 
fected 

The  committee  are  not  aware,  that  an  extensive 
view  of  the  arguments  embracing  this  subject  will 
be  expected  in  this  report.  This  is  not  necessary, 
and  if  it  were,  their  other  important  legislative  du- 
ties would  prevent  their  attention  to  it.  They  will, 
therefore,  at  present  only  notice  a few  of  the  most 
prominent  principles  which  govern  the  subject. 

The  committee  will  not  look  to  other  countries 
for  guides  to  direct  their  path  in  the  present  enqui- 
ry. In  whatever  way  the  question  may  be  settled 
in  Great  Britian,  France  or  any  other  European 
nation,  in  Pennsylvania  it  ought  to  be  settled  on 
principles  congenial  with  our  own  institutions. 

“On  all  questions  respecting  the  liberty  of  the 
“press;”  in  the  language  of  chief  justice  Tiighman, 
“ the  United  States  in  general  have  at  all  limes 
“ been  very  much  alive,  and  their  constitution  on 
“this  point  shews  great  jealousy  and  sensibility.” 
The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  has  secured  this 
right  in  clear  and  explicit  language^ — “ Fhe  print 


“ ing  presses  shall  he  free  to  every  person  who  un- 
“ dertakes  to  examine  theproceedings  of  the  legis- 
“ lature,  or  any  branch  of  the  government;  and  no 
“ law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right  there* 

“ of.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and 
“ opinions,  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man; 
“and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and 
“ print  on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  tlie 
“ abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for  llie 
publication  of  papers  investigating  the  official 
conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  any  public  capacity, 

“ or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  the 
public,  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be 
“ given  in  evidence.  And  in  all  indictments  for  ' 

“ libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a right  to  determine 
“ the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the 
“ court,  as  in  other  cases.” 

Theproceedings  in  the  case  of  William  Cobbett 
and  his  sureties,  the  commi+tee  believe,  were  not 
warranted  by  this  provision  of  our  constitution.  If 
it  is  provided  that  “no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to 
restrain  this  right,”  much  more  it  is  presumed 
will  that  provision  render  null  and  void  any  judi- 
cial decision  wliich  has  that  tendency.  Every  ci- 
tizen may,  feely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any 
subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  tli^t 
liberty.  Will  it  be  contended,  that  because  a citi- 
zen is  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  this  liberty, 
therefore  every  justice  of  the  peace  has  the  right 
to  bind  over  for  his  good  behaviour  any  person  lie 
may  suppose  has  written  or  printed,  or  hereafter 
may  write  or  print  a libel.?  The  committee  believe, 
that  in  Pennsylvania  the  justices  of  the  peace 
have  no  such  power.  If  the  committee  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in  error  on  this  point — \o  what,  they 
would  ask,  will  a contrary  construction  lead.?  A 
justice  of  the  peace  issues  his  warrant,  and  holds 
a person  charged  with  a libel,  to  bail  for  his  good 
behavior,  in  any  sum  which  to  him  may  appear 
right.  His  feelings,  liis  passions,  his  party  attach- 
ments— the  feelings,  passions  and  attachments  of 
his  political  friends,  may  all  have  a tendency  to  give 
his  mind  an  improper  bias — a large  sum  for  the 
recognizances  of  the  person  and  his  sureties  may 
be  named.  A libel  of  the  most  trivial  nature  is 
published — suit  is  brought,  and  the  jury,  if  they 
find  for  the  commonwealth,  must  find  the  whole 
sum.  The  court  have  no  power  to  remit  or  miti- 
gate, and  for  relief  application  must  be  made  to 
the  executive.  With  him  it  is  a matter  of  discre- 
tion, and  his  feelings  may  be  in  unison  with  those 
of  the  justice  of  the  peace  with  whom  the  business 
commenced.  This  construction,  therefore,  leads 
to  this  result — tliat  a justice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  executive,  have  it  in  their  power  to  inflict  the 
heaviest  forfeitures  for  libels  of  the  most  trivial 
nature.  But  this  construction  does  not  end  here. 
Suppose  that  bail  could  not  be  given,  and  the  indi- 
vidual is  committed  to  prison — Is  a citizen  of  tlie 
United  States,  who  has  committed  no  crime,  to  be 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  merely  because  a justice 
of  the  peace  is  apprehensive  he  may  commit  one? 
— Would  it  not  be  better  to  establish  a board  of 
censors  at  once,  and  let  every  article  for  future 
publication  be  placed  under  their  control.? 

By  this  course  of  proceeding  also,  the  intervcn- 
tiou  of  a grand  jury  is  dispensed  with,  although 
the  letter  of  the  constitution  does  not  expressly 
forbid  the  proceeding  by  which  a libel  is  puiiishetl, 
without  the  intervention  of  a grand  jury,  still  it  is 
believed  to  be  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  meaning — 
an  infraction  of  which  is  equally  injurious  to  the  li- 
berty of  the  citizen. 

'Puis  is  a subject  interesting  and  iraportunt—'i'he 
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coni>  it'.ee  might  have  pursued  it  mnch  further,  but 
they  forbear  to  enlarge.  If  the  judgment  of  the 
committpe  be  correct, the  proceedings  in  the  courts, 
as  detailed  in  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  have 
been  erroneous,  and  the  petitioner  has  improperly 
been  compelled  to  pay  a considerable  sum  of  mo- 
ney into  the  state  treasury. 

Tlie  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate: 
Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

EJIOM  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PRESS,  OP  FEB.  20. 

The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  had  under  considera- 
tion on  Tuesday  morning,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of 
Wm,  Cobbett  Mr.  Reed,  of  Westmoreland,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  opposed  the  grant- 
ing the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. — He  took  a review 
of  tire  law  of  England,  on  the  subject  of  binding 
over  !br  libels,  previous  to  the  revolution,  adduced 
authorities  to  shew  that  that  law  had  been  adopted 
by  Pennsylvania,  under  her  present  constitution, 
and  that  under  tliese  sanctions  the  supreme  court 
of  Pennsylvania  had  acted  correctly  in  compelling 
the  bail  of  Wm.  Cobbett  to  pay  the  amount  of  their 
bond.  After  Mr.  Reed  had  sat  down  Mr,  Lowrie 
.stated  Unit  many  of  the  authorities  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Westmoreland,  did 
not  appear  tp  1dm  to  be  relevant  to  the  question, 
and  in  order  to  give  the  senate  an  opportunity  to 
look  into  these  authorities  and  their  bearings  in 
tlie  case,  he  moved  tliat  the  committee  rise,  report 
progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  This  motion 
prevailed  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

FROM  THE  SAME,  OF  FEB.  21. 

Rxtract  to  the  editor,  Harrisburg,  Feb.  19. 

The  senate  this  day  resumed  in  committee  of 
the  whole  the  consideration  of  the  report  in  favor 
of  William  Cobbett,  Mr.  Lowrie  advocated,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Reed  of  We.sPd. 
opposed  the  claim;  when  the  committee  of  the 
whole  rose  they  reported  against  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follow,  to  wit: 

¥eas — Messrs.  Alter,  Bailey,  Biddle,  Breck,  Cad- 
wallader,  Dysart,  Ewing,  Frailey,  Frazer,  Hopkins, 
P»ne,  Maghee,  Morgan,  Murray,  Poe,  Read,  of 
Philadelphia,  Reed,  of  Westmoreland,  Smith,  G. 
Weaver,  I.  Weaver,  speaker — 20. 

Nays— -Messrs.  Forster,  Fry,  Hurst,  Lowrie,  Me 
Farland,  Piper,  Power,  Rogers,  Welles — 9. 

As  soon  as  the  senate  had  decided  against  the 
claim  of  JVlr.  Cobbett,  who  was  present  in  the  gal- 
lery, he  immediately  came  forward  and  presented 
to  the  speaker  a letter  which  was  read  before  the 
senate  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  honorable,  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  general  assembly  met. 

The  petition  of  William  Cobbett,  an  Englishman, 
this  19th  day  of  February,  1818, 

J\fost  respectfully  shetueth — 

That  your  petitioner  has  heard,  with  inexpres- 
sible surprise,  that  the  senate  of  the  common- 
wealth has  rejected  the  petition  lately  presented 
to  tliat  honorable  body  by  your  petitioner;  that 
seeing  tlie  fiagranL  enormity  of  the  injtistice  of 
which  he  complained,  lie  confidently  hopes,  that 
ouch  rejection  has  arisen  from  some  great  misun- 
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derstanding  as  to  the  circumstances  of  his  case? 
that  he,  therefore,  most  respectfully  but  most 
earnestly  prays,  that  the  honorable  the  senate  will, 
without  loss  of  time,  be  pleased  to  permit  him  to 
appear  in  person  at  the  bar  of  theT  honorable  house, 
there  to  support  the  prayer  of  his-said  petition; 
that  he  feels  the  more  confidence  in  the  making  of 
this  respectful  request,  since  it  appears  that  his 
petition  has  been  opposed  upon  arguments  drawn 
from  the  laws  and  usages  of  England,  where  simi- 
lar requests  under  similar  circumstances,  are  never 
refused;  and  he  finally  begs  leave  to  be  permitted 
to  state  (which  he  does  with  the  most  profound 
respect)  that  a sense  of  duty  towards  his  own  be- 
loved country  and  his  sovereign,  his  love  of  truili 
and  justice,  his  attachment  to  real  and  his  hatred 
of  sham  freedom,  are  the  principal  motives  of  this 
his  most  respectfiil  petition.  Wm.  COBBETT. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

Extract — Harrisburg,  Feb.  19. 

'‘The  senate  this  morning  resolved,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  hear  Wm.  Cobbett,  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  in  support  of  a claim,  which  had  been  al- 
ready discussed  and  rejected.  In  the  house  of 
representatives  a petition  of  considerable  length 
was  presented  on  behalf  of  the  same  individual,  on 
the  same  subject.  The  petition  was  ably  drawn, 
and  the  petitioner  professed  to  state  facts  which, 
independent  of  the  individual  claim  that  seems  to 
grow  oiit  of  them,  raise  a constitutional  question 
highly  interesting  to  every  freeman.  Mr.  Leib 
moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  a committee;  this 
motion  gave  rise  to  a short  discussion,  in  which 
fault  was  found  with  its  phraseology.  It  cast  a 
reflection,  in  the  opinion  of  some  members,  on  our 
politicad  institutions.*  But  in  truth,  it  appeared  to 
me,  to  complain,  not  of  the  institutions  themselves 
but  of  an  abuse,  or  violation  of  them. — The  ques- 
tion is,  indeed,  an  important  one;  and  could  the 
individual  concerned,  be  forgotten,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  viewed  in  a different  light.  I cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe,  that  in  the  spirit  and  words 
of  our  constitution,  a man  can  ^freely  speak,  write, 
or  print  on  any  subject,”  when  he  has  a recogni- 
zance for  a large  amount  hanging  over  his  head; 
for  although  the  same  instrument  makes  him  re- 
sponsible for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty,  yet  it  never 
could  have  been  intended  that  the  degree  of  pu- 
nishment shoul.d  be  fixed  long  before  the  offence 
was  committed.  After  some  debate,  Mr.  Leib 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  petition  was  laid  on 
the  table. — What  order  will  be  taken  on  it,  I can- 
net  predict.” 

0:j"This,  I suppose,  is  the  famous  case  that  jus- 
tijied  Mr.  Cobbett  in  his  abuse  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  which,  if  unredressed, 
has  threatened  us  with  such  terrible  vengeance — 
and  not  on  account  of  the  punishment  inflicted 
upon  him  for  his  libels  on  Dr.  Rush,  as  I had 
believed,  never  before  having  heard  of  the  pre- 
ceding. 

If  the  report  to  the  senate  states  the  facts,  and 
a full  view  of  the  whole  ground  of  the  matter  is 
presented,  I have  to  regret  the  decision  of  the 
senate — for  it  seems  that  he  was  unjustly  treated. 
But  so  great  is  my  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
that  body  and  of  its  zeal  to  defend  \ht.liberty  of  the 
press,  that  I must  think  something  yet  remains 

*This  is  denied  by  Mr.  Cobbett. 

ED.  REG. 
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behind,  that  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject.— But  if  such  is  the  operation  of  the  constitu- 
tion under  the  common  law,  as  adopted  in  Penn 
sylvania,  it  has  an  effect  that  was  never  expected, 
and  which  must  be  remedied.  We  shall  probably 
notice  the  case  again;  for  though  we  see  nothing  in 
it  to  excuse  certain  parts  of  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Cobbett,  we  cannot  but  regret  and  be  very  sensible 
to  any  thing  that  so  materially  restrain  sthe  freedom 
of  the  press.  Let  us  rather  have  its  licentiousness, 
than  permit  its  liberty  to  be  fettered. 

Editor  of  the  Register. 


Naval  Court  Martial. 

[Proceedings  of  a general  naval  court  martial,  held 
at  the  navy  yard  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  ele- 
venth day  of  February,  1818,  for  the  trial  of  doc- 
tor William  P.  C.  Barton,  of  the  U S.  navy,  upon 
a charge  exhibited-  ag'ainst  him  by  doctor  Tho- 
mas Harris,  also  of  said  navy.] 

After  long  and  mature  deliberation  upon  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  the 
specification  of  the  charge  which  has  been  under 
their  examination,  has  been  sustained  to  a certain 
extent  only.  They  find  that  doctor  Wm.  P.  G.  Bar- 
ton is  guilty  of  having,  on  or  about  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1817,  solicited  and  procured  doctor  Tho- 
mas Harris  to  be  superseded  and  removed  from  the 
appointment  of  surgeon  to  the  naval  hospital  of 
Pniladelphia,  by  making  certain  representations, 
not  fully  founded  in  fact,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  to  the  following  tenor  and  effect,  viz:  That 
the  said  doctor  Thomas  Harris  did  not  expect  to 
obtain  the  appointment  when  h^  solicited  for  it,  and 
that  the  said  doctor  Thomas  Harris  was  privy  to 
his,  doctor  William  P.  C.  Barton’s,  application,  and 
concurred  in  the  proposal  for  a mutual  exchange  of 
their  respective  situations. 

But  taking  into  their  candid  consideration  the 
peculiar  circumstances  which  attended  the  whole 
transaction,  the  knowledge  obviously  possessed  by 
many  living  in  the  same  city  with  the  parties,  of 
Dr.  Barton’s  intended  application  to  supersede  Dr. 
Harris,  and  of  his  journey  to  Washington;  that  con- 
versations relating  thereto  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  prosecutor  and  the  accused,  prior  to  the 
said  journey,  wherein  Dr.  Barton  had,  at  least,  con- 
veyed an  intimation  of  his  design;  that  Dr.  Harris, 
as  a junior  surgeon  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
might  be  presumed  conscious  that  his  senior  would 
strive  to  dislodge  him  from  a lucrative  post,  which 
he  himself  had  obtained  by  dislodging  another;  and 
that  Dr.  Harris  had  on  a former  occasion,  express- 
ed his  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  obtaining  the 
subordinate  station  of  surgeon  to  the  marine  bar- 
racks; mindful  also  of  the  fatal  emergency  which 
suddenly  carried  Dr.  Barton  from  his  home,  and 
subsequently  to  Washington,  in  alarm  at  the  deplo- 
rable state  of  his  family,  and  perhaps  over  anxious 
to  redeem  it  by  his  exertions,  and  deeming 
probable  that  the  vehemence  of  his  manner  im- 
parted impressions  which  his  language  and  inten- 
tion.s  would  not  warrant,  the  court  do  acquit  the 
said  Dr.  Wm.  P.  C.  Barton  of  having  uttered  a wil- 
fill  and  deliberate  falsehood,  according  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  said  specification. 

Nevertheless,  the  court  avail  themselves  of  tliis 
first  opportunity,  to  reprobate  decidedly  and  warm- 
ly the  course  of  conduct  which  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  the  aforesaid  appointment  of  surgeon 
to  the  naval  hospital,  by  both  prosecutor  and  ac- 
cused. However  usual  it  may  be,  and  the  court 
feel  unwilling  to  admit  that  it  is  at  all  so,  they  e.s- 


teem  it  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  service  to 
which  they  belong.  Tins  shuffling  for  particular 
places,  however  profitable,  which  are  presumed 
always  to  be  given  according  to  the  claims  of  se- 
niority or  merit,  and  which  .should  ever  be  left  to 
flow  from  the  spontaneous  choice  of  the  guardians 
of  our  interests  and  our  rights,  tlie  court  cannot 
and  never  will  countenance  or  approve.  In  the 
distinguisheGl  officer  with  whom  our  country  lias 
placed  the  care  and  regulation  of  its  navy,  we 
cheerfully  confide,  regarding  every  effort  to  influ- 
ence him,  by  intrigue  or  otherwise,  as  unwovthy  as 
it  must  certainly  be  vain. 

The  court,  in  passing  censure  upon  the  accused, 
consider  themselves  bound  to  mark  the  improprie- 
ty of  which  the  prosecutor  has  been  guilty,  in  his 
harsh  crimination  cf  his  opponent,  by  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy.  Defamation  of  a brother 
officer,  whether  secret  or  open,  mu.st  ever  be  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
service,  and  destructive  of  that  security  which  an 
officer  ought  to  find  in  his  profession,  against  ca- 
lumny and  unremitted  allegation. 

With  these  impressions,  and  presuming  they 
have  not  the  power  to  extend  their  sentence  beyond 
the  individual  actually  upon  his  trial;  and  being  of 
opinion,  that  what  was  stated  by  the  accused  to 
the  honorable  the  secretary  of  the  navy  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  conduct  they  so  strongly  condemn, 
and  not  adequately  sustained  by  fact,  the  court 
award  the  following 

SEXTBXCE: 

That  doctor  William  P.  C.  Barton,  surgeon  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  be  reprimanded  by  the 
hon.  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

“Sir, — The  court  martial  lately  convened  for 
your  trial,  upon  a charge  exhibited  by  doctor  Tho- 
mas  Harris,  were  peculiarly  struck  with  the  num- 
ber and  weight  of  testimonials  adduced  in  relation 
to  your  talent.s,  your  usefulness,  and  heretofore 
honorable  deportment.  It  was,  therefore,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  regret,  that  they  were  compelled,  by 
the  weight  of  evidence  exhibited,  to  declare  that, 
in  the  transaction  submitted  for  their  investigation, 
your  conduct  has  been  decidedly  improper.  They 
have  acquitted  you  of  wilful  and  deliberate  false- 
hood according  to  the  meaning  of  the  charge;  but 
they  have  deemed  your  behaviour,  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  clearly  meriting  exemplary  reprimand,  and 
have  therefore  awarded  that  1 shall  pursue  their 
sentence  by  making  it,  and  the  foregoing  opinion, 
public.” 

R.  T.  SPENCE,  President. 
EDWD.  TRENCH  A RD, 
JAMES  RENSIIAW, 
CHAS.  W.  MORGAN, 

M.  C.  PERRY. 

G.  M.  Dallas,  Judge  Advocate. 

February,  17,  1818 — Approved, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 


Education. 

The  subject  as  considered  by  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia and  on  which  the  following  letter  is  found- 
ed, we  would  have  gladly  inserted,  if  we  had  hacl 
room— -but  its  general  principle  will  be  suffici- 
ently understood  in  Mr.  Jefferson’s  view  of  it. 

A member  of  the  general  assembly,  who  repre- 
sents that  portion  of  the  people  of  the  state  among 
whom  Mr.  JelTerson  resides,  having  requested 
that  gentleman’s  advice  and  opinion  on  the  mea- 
sures proper  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  Uterary 
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fund,  has  lately  received  from  him  the  following 
highly  interesting  communication,  in  reply  to  a let- 
ter addressed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  system 
of  primary  schools,  set  forth  in  the  bill  offered  on 
the  5th  inst.  in  the  house  of  delegates  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of 
schools  and  colleges:  Enquirer. 

MoNTicELto,  Jaw.  14, 1818. 

Dear  sir. 

When  on  the  6th  inst.  I was  answering  yours  of 
Dec,  29,  I was  so  overwhelmed  with  letters  to  be 
anstoered,  that  1 could  not  take  time  to  notice  the 
objection  stated,  “that  it  was  apprehended  that 
neither  the  people,  nor  their  representatives,  would 
agree  to  the  plan  of  assessment  on  the  wards  for 
the  expenses  of  the  ward  schools.”  I suppose 
that  by  this  is  meant  the  “pecuniary  expense  of 
wages  to  the  tutor;”  for,  as  to  what  the  people  are 
to  do,  or  to  contribute  in  kind,  every  one  who  knows 
the  situation  of  our  people  in  the  country,  knows  it 
will  not  be  felt.  The  building  the  long  houses  will 
employ  the  laborers  of  the  ward  three  or  four  days 
in  every  20  years.  The  contributions  for  subsis- 
tence, if  averaged  on  the  families,  would  be  8 or  9 
lbs.  of  pork,  and  half  a bushel  of  corn  for  a family 
of  middling  circumstances — not  more  than  two 
day^s  subsistence  of  the  family  and  its  stock — and 
less  in  proportion  as  it  could  spare  less.  There  is 
not  a family  in  the  country  so  poor  as  to  feel  this 
contribution.  It  must  then  be  the  assessment  of 
the  pecuniary  contribution  which  is  thought  so 
formidable  an  addition  to  the  property  tax  we  now 
pay  to  the  state  that  “peither  the  people,  nor  their 
representatives  would  agree  to.”  Now,  let  us  look 
this  objection  in  the  face,  and  bring  it  to  the  uner- 
ring test  of  figures; — premising  that  this  pecuniary 
tax  is  to  be  of  150  dollars  on  a ward. 

Not  possessing  the  documents  which  would  give 
me  the  numbers  to  be  quoted,  correctly  to  an  unit, 
I shall  use  round  numbers,  so  near  the  truth  that, 
with  the  further  advantage  of  facilitating  our  cal- 
culations as  we  go  a long,  they  will  make  no  sen- 
sible error  in  the  result.  I will  proceed  therefore 
on  the  following  postulates,  and  on  the  ground 
that  there  are  in  the  whole  state  100  counties  and 
cities. 


The  free  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages  and 

In  the 
whole 
state. 

In  every 
county  on 
anaverage 

sexes,  at  the  last  census  were  - - - 

The  number  of  militia  was 

600,000 

6,000 

somewhere  about  - 

The  number  of  captain’s 
companies,  of  67  each 

80,000 

800 

would  be  about  - - - . : 

Free  white  inhabitants  for 

1,200 

12 

every  militia  company,  600,000:— 1200 
The  tax  on  property  paid 

500 

00 

to  the  state  is  nearly  - - - . 

500,000 

5,000 

Det  us  then  proceed  on  these  data,  to  compare  the 
expense  of  the  proposed  and  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem of  primary  schools.  I have  always  supposed 
that  the  wards  should  be  laid  off  as  to  comprehend 
the  number  of  inhabitants  necessary  to  furnish  a 
captain’s  company  of  militia. — This  is  before  stat- 
ed at  500  persons  of  all  ages  and  sexes.  From  the 
tables  of  mortality  (Buffon’s)  we  find  that  where 
there  are  500  persons  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  there 
will  always  be  14  in  their  10th  yeai%  13  and  a frac- 
tion in  their  -1 1th,  and  13  in  their  12th  year;  so  that 
the  children  of  these  three  years  (which  are  those 
that  ougbtjto  be  devoted  to  the  elementary  schools) 
will  be  a constant  number  of  40;  about  enough  to 
occupy  one  teacher  constantly.  His  wages  of 
§150,  partitioned  on  these  40,  make  their  teach- 
ing cost  §3  1-2  8-piece,  annually.  If  wc  reckon 


many  heads  of  families  in  a ward  as  there  are 
militia  (as  I think  we  may,  the  unmarried  militia 
men  balancing,  in  numbers,  the  married  and  un- 
married exempts)  §150  on  67  heads  of  families 
(if  levied  equally)  would  be  §2  24  on  each.  At 
the  same  time  the  property  tax  on  the  ward  being 
§5000: — 12,  or  §416,  and  that  again  subdivided  on 
67  heads  of  families  (if  it  were  levied  equally) 
would  be  §6  20  on  a family  of  middling  circum- 
stances, the  tax  which  it  now  pays  to  the  state.  So 
that  to  §6  20,  the  present  state  tax,  the  school  tax, 
would  add  §2  24,  which  is  about  36  cents  to  the 
dollar,  or  one  third  to  the  present  property  tax: 
and  to  the  whole  state  would  be  §150  x 1200  wards 
equal  to  §180,000  of  tax  added  to  the  present 
§500,000. 

Now  let  us  see  what  the  present  primary  schools 
cost  us,  on  the  supposition  that  all  the  children  of 
10, 11  and  12  years  old  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  at 
school:  and,  if  they  are  not,  so  much  the  worse  is 
the  system;  for  they  will  be  ■ untaught,  arid  their 
ignorance  and  vices  will,  in  future  life  cost  us  much 
dearer  in  their  consequences,  than  it  would  have 
done,  in  their  correction,  by  a good  education. 

lam  here  at  a loss  to  say  what  is  now  paid  to 
our  English  elementary  schools,  generally,  through 
the  state.  In  my  own  neighborhood,  those  who 
formerly  received  from  20s.  to  30s.  a scholar,  now 
have  from  20  to  30  dollars;  and  having  no  other  in- 
formation to  go  on,  I must  use  my  own  numbers, 
the  result  of  which,  however,  will  be  easily  cor- 
rected, and  accommodated  to  the  average  price 
through  the  state,  when  ascertained;  and  will  yet, 
I am  persuaded,  leave  abundance  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  systems. 

Taking  a meffium  of  ^25,  the  40  pupils  in  each 
ward  now  cost  $1000  a year,  instead  of  §150,  or 
§15  on  a family,  instead  of  $2  24;  and  the  1200 
wards  cost  to  the  whole  state  |1, 200,000  of  tax, 
in  addition  the  present  ^500,000,  instead  of  180, 
000  only;  producing  a difference  of  §1,020,000  in 
favor  of  the  ward  system,  more  than  doubling  the 
present  tax,  instead  of  adding  one-third  only;  and 
should  the  price  of  tuition,  which  I have  adopted 
from  that  in  my  own  neighborhood,  be  much  above 
the  average  thro’  the  state,  yet  no  probable  cor- 
rection will  bring  the  two  systems  near  a level. 

But  take  into  consideration,  also,  the  important 
difference,  that  the  §1,200,000  are  now  paid  by  the 
people,  as  a poll-tax,  the  poor  having  as  many  chil- 
dren as  the  rich,  and  paying  the  vdiole  tuition  mo- 
ney themselves;  whereas,  on  the  proposed  ward 
levies  the  poor  man  would  pay  in  proportion  to  his 
hut  and  peculium  only,  while  the  rich  would  pay 
on  their  palaces  and  principalities.  It, cannot,  then 
be  that  the  people  will  not  agree  to  have  their  tui- 
tion tax  lightened  by  levies  on  the  ward  rather  than 
on  themselves;  and  I as  little  believe  that  their 
“representatives,”  will  disagree  to  it;  for  even  the 
rich  will  pay  less  than  they  now  do.  The  portion 
of  the  §180,000,  which,  on  the  ward  system,  they 
will  pay  for  the  education  of  the  poor  as  well  as  of 
their  own  children,  will  not  be  as  much  as  they 
now  pay  for  their  own  alone. 

And  will  the  wealthy  individual  have  no  retribu- 
tion? and  fwhat  will  this  be?  1.  The  peopling  his 
neighborhood  with  honest,  useful  and  enlightened 
citizens,  understanding  their  own  rights  and  firm 
in  their  perpetuation.  2.  When  his  own  descen- 
dants become  poor,  which  they  generally  do  within 
three  generations,  (no  law  of  primogeniture  now 
perpetuating  wealth  in  the  same  families,)  their 
children  will  be  educated  by  the  then  rich,  and 
the  little  advance  he  now  makes  to  poverty,  while 
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rich  himself,  will  be  repaid  by  the  then  rich,  to 
his  descendants  when  become  poor,  and  thus  give 
them  a chance  of  rising  again.  This  is  a solid 
consideration,  and  should  go  home  to  the  bosom 
of  every  parent.  This  will  be  seed  sowed  in  fer- 
tile ground.  It  is  a provision  for  his  family  looking 
to  distant  times,  and  far  in  duration  beyond  that 
he  has  now  in  hand  for  them.  Let  every  man  count 
backwards  in  his  own  family,  and  see  bow  many 
generations  he  can  go,  before  he  comes  to  the  an- 
cestor who  made  the  fortune  he  now  holds.  Most 
will  be  stopped  at  the  first  generation,  many  at  the 
2d,  few  will  reach  the  3d,  and  not  one  in  the  state 
go  beyond  the  5th. 

I know  that  tliere  is  much  prejudice,  even  among 
the  body  of  the  people,  against  the  expense  and 
even  the  practicability  of  a sufficient  establishment 
of  elementary  schools,  but  I think  it  proceeds  from 
vague  ideas  on  a subject  they  have  never  brought 
to  the  test  of  facts  and  figures;  but  our  represen- 
tatives will  fathom  its  deptli,  and  the  people  could 
and  would  do  the  same,  if  the  facts  and  considera- 
tions belonging  to  the  subject  were  presented  to 
their  minds  and  their  subsequent  as  certainly  as 
their  previous  approbation,  would  be  secured. 

But  if  the  whole  expense  of  the  elementary 
schools,  wages,  subsistence  and  buildings  are  to 
come  from  the  literary  fund,  and  if  we  are  to  wait 
until  that  fund  shall  be  accumulated  to  the  requi- 
site amount,  we  may  justly  fear  that  some  one  un- 
lucky legislature  will  intervene  ivithin  the  time, 
change  the  whole  appropriation  to  the  lightening 
of  taxes,  and  leave  us  where  we  naw  are. 

There  is,  however,  an  intermediate  measure 
which  might  bring  the  two  plans  together.  If  the 
literary  fund  be  of  one  and  a half  million  of  dollars, 
take  the  half  million  for  the  colleges  and  universi- 
ty,  it  will  establish  them  meagrely  and  make  a de- 
posite  of  the  remaining  million.  Its  interest  of 
^60,000  will  give  §50  a year  to  each  ward,  towards 
the  teacher’s  wages,  and  reduce  the  tax  to  24  in- 
stead of  36  cents  to  the  dollar;  and  as  the  literary 
fund  continues  to  accumulate  give  one-third  of  the 
increase  to  the  colleges  and  university,  and  tw.o 
thirds  to  the  ward  schools.  The  increasing  inte- 
rest of  this  last  portion  will  be  continually  lessen- 
ing the  school  tax,  until  it  will  extinguish  it  alto- 
gether; the  subsistence  and  buildings  remaining 
always  to  be  furnished  by  the  ward  in  kind. 

A system  of  general  instruction,  which  shall 
reach  every  description  of  our  citizens  from  the 
richest  to  the  poorest,  as  it  was  the  earliest,  so  will 
it  be  the  latest  of  all  the  public  concerns  in  which 
i shall  permit  myself  to  take  an  interest.  Nor  am 
I tenacious  of  the  form  in  which  it  shall  be  intro- 
duced. Be  that  what  it  may,  our  descendants  will 
be  as  wise  as  we  are,  and  will  know  how  to  amend 
and  amend  it  until  it  shall  suit  their  circumstances. 
Give  it  to  us,  then  in  any  shape,  and  receive  for  the 
inestimable  boon  the  thanks  of  the  young  and  the 
blessings  of  the  old,  who  are  past  all  other  services 
but  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  their  country  and 
blessings  to  those  who  promote  it. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


Perseverance. 

In  a ‘‘Biographical  Dictionary  of  the  living  authors 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,”  published  in  London, 
in  1816,  is  a notice  of  the  rev.  Wiliiam  Davy^  A.  B. 
curate  of  Lustleigh,  Devonshire,  formerly  of  Baliol 
college,  Oxford.  This  gentleman  is  the  editor, 
printer  and  publisher  of  a compilation  entitled,  “A 
system  of  Divinity,  in  a course  of  Sermons  on  the] 


j first  institutions  of  religion — on  some  of  the  most 
important  articles  of  the  Christian  religion  in  con- 
nexion— and  on  the  several  virtues  and  vices  of 
mankind;  with  occasional  discourses.  Being  a com- 
pilation from  the  best  sentiments  of  the  polite 
writers  and  eminent  sound  divines,  both  ancient 
and  modern,  on  the  same  subjects  properly  con- 
nected, with  improvements;  particularly  adapted 
for  the  use  of  chiefs  of  families  and  students  in 
divinity,  for  churches,  and  for  the  benefit  of  mankind 
in  general,”  26  vols.  8vo.  1795— 1807. 

The  history  of  this  voluminous  work,  affords  an 
example  of  perseverance  that  can  scarcely  be 
paralleled  in  the  annals  of  literature,  though  so 
fertile  in  curiosities.  Mr.  D.  having  completed  his 
collection,  at  first  issued  proposals  for  publishing 
it  by  subscription:  but  as  he  was  poor,  and  for 
obvious  reasons,  his  theological  labors  obtained  no 
patronage,  he  resolved  to  print  it  himself,  that  is, 
with  his  own  hands.  With  a press  which  he  made 
himself,  and  as  many  worn  and  cast  off  types, 
purchased  from  a country  printing-office,  as  were 
sufficient  to  set  up  two  pages,  he  fell  to  \^ork  in 
1795.  Performing,  with  the  assistance  of  his  female 
domestic,  every  operation,  and  working  off  page  by 
page,  he  struck  off  forty  copies  of  the  first  three 
hundred  pages;  26  of  the  which  he  distributed 
among  the  Universities,^  the  bishop’s  the  royal  so- 
ciety, and  the  reviewers,  hoping  no  doubt  to  receive 
from  some  of  those  quarters,  that  encouragement 
to  which  he  thought  himself  entitled.  Disappointed 
in  this  expectation,  he  resolved  to  ^pare  himself 
the  expence  of  paper  in  future;  and  as  he  had 
reserved  only  fourteen  copies  of  the  forty  with 
which  he  commenced,  three  of  which  he  mentions 
as  being  imperfect,  he  continued  to  print  that  num ! 
her,  and  at  the  end  of  txvelve  years  of  unremitting 
toil,  finished  the  whole  twenty-six  volumes. — Dis 
daining  any  assistance,  he  then  put  them  in  boards^ 
with  his  own  hands,  and  made  a journey  to  London 
for  the  express  purpose  of  depositing  a copy  in  each 
of  the  most  eminent  public  libraries  of  the  metros^ 
polls. 


European  Emigration. 

The  following  is  translated  from  a Vienna  paper — 
and  is  purely  of  European  manufacture.  The  igno- 
rance betrayed  in  it  is  only  equalled  by  its  want  of 
truth.  It  is  pretended  to  have  been  written  la 
Boston. 

Boston^  July  4. — The  rage  for  emigration  to  this 
country  from  Europe,  prevails  to  so  great  a degree, 
that  all  the  ships  whipli  arrive  are  crowded  with 
emigrants,  in  a half  starving  condition. 

The  principal  part  of  those  who  have  lately  ar- 
rived, are  Swiss,  Wurtemburgers  and  Palatines. 
Last  week,  four  ships  arrived  here  from  Holland, 
with  1,250  Swiss  on  board,  from  Basle  and  Zurich, 
and  who  are  in  the  most  wretched  oondition.  In 
New  York  there  are  1600  of  such  emigrants,  Irish, 
Scotch  and  Germans,  in  a more  lamentable  condi- 
tion ilian  tlie  Lazaroni  of  Naples.  Several  large 
soup  houses  have  been  opened  as  a temporary  ex- 
pedient to  keep  these  poor  wretches  from  famine. 
Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  several  respectable 
gentlemen  in  this  city,  I request  you  will,  sir,  have 
the  goodness  to  give  publicity  in  the  Vienna  jour- 
nals, to  the  true  situation  of  these  deluded  emi- 
grants, since  it  appears  that  the  most  erroneous' 
opinions  prevail  in  Europe  respecting  the  state  of 
things  in  America.  [No  wonder,  if  what  follows  is 
considered  as  true  in  Europe.]  The  whole  of  the 
American  coast,  from  the  mcrath  of  the  St.  Law- 
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rence  to  the  Mississippi,  is  very  populous^  and  the \ 
country  loell  peopled  and  adtivated  to  the  extent  of 
from  500  to  2000  miles  from  the  sea  coast!  What  is 
called  emigrants’  land,  lies  at  the  distance  of  3000 
English  miles  from  any  of  the  Atlantic  states,  and 
the  journey  thither  must  be  made  on  foot. 

America  has  no  need  of  artizans  and  mechanics, 
for  all  kinds  of  manufactured  goods  are  imported 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  made  in  this  country. 
The  stores  are  every  where  filled  with  English 
g'oods,  which  can  be  purchased  at  any  price.  Pro- 
visions are  four  times  dearer  in  the  United  States, 
than  in  Germany;  the  expense  of  my  board  is  13 
dollars  a week.  I must  also  add,  that  during  the 
long  and  rigorous  winter  season,  which  lasts  here 
in  general  from  seven  to  eight  months^  there  is  no 
employment  whatever  for  the  laboring  poor. 


Horrible  Picture.! 

From  the  Savannah  Republican. — If  there  had 
been  no  other  motive  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Amelia  expedition,  a sufficient  reason  woald  be 
found,  in  putting  a stop  to  the'importation  of  Afri- 
cans, and  the  measure  would  have  done  equal  honor 
to  the  head  and  he(irt  of  our  chief  magistrate. 
Have  the  wise  and  virtuous  of  our  own  country 
enacted  laws,  only  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
violated?  Are  abolition  societies  daily  established 
in  the  different  sections  of  our  republic  in  mere 
mockery?  Or  are  we  in  earnest,  in  desiring  to  put 
an  end  to  this  traffic,  so  odious  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  man?  Are  proofs  wanting?  We  refer  to  the 
records  of  Savannah.  AVill  it  be  credited,  that  a 
regidar  chain  of  posts  is  established  from  the  head  of 
St.  J\Iary’s  river  to  the  upper  country,  and  through 
the  Indian  nation,  by  means  of  tohich,  these  emaciated 
ivretches  are  hurried  and  transferred  to  every  part  oj 
the  country.  Tlie  woodsmen  of  the  country,  bor- 
dering  on  the  river  St.  Mary’s,  ride,  like  so  many 
Arabs,  loaded  with  slaves,  ready  for  market.  Pur- 
suit is  useless,  they  push  through  uninhabited 
parts,  known  only  to  themselves;  and  with  a spirit 
of  enterprize,  fitted  for  better  purposes,  elude  all 
search.  If  ready  for  forming  a caravan,  an  Indian 
alarm  is  created,  that  the  w'oods  may  be  less  fre- 
quented; if  pursued  in  Georgia,  they  escape  into 
Florida.  AVhat  will  the  humane  say,  when  told  of 
the  horrors  of  these  miserable  Africans?  One  small 
schooner  of  about  60  tons,  contained  130  souls; 
tliey  were  almost  packed  into  a small  space,  be- 
tween a floor  laid  over  the  water  casks  and  the 
deck — not  near  three  feel — insufficient  for  them  to 
set  upright — and  so  close  that  chafing  against  each 
other,  their  bones  pierced  the  skin  and  became 
galled  and  ulcerated  by  the  motion  of  the  vessel — 
ttieir  food,  a very  stinted  allow^ance,  consisted  of 
rotten  rice,  in  a state  of  fermentation,  and  so  warm 
as  to  comfort  their  frozen  hands — numbers  died  of 
hunger,  cold  and  misery — wltile  others  crawled 
about,  a sort  of  living  anatomies,  dragged,  naked 
and  shivering,  in  this  (to  them)  cold  climate  and 
season  from  their  house”  and  hurried  off', 

on  long  and  painful  journies,  to  satisfy  the  cupidity 
of  unfeeling  adventurers.  Putting  aside  the  agonies 
of  the  body,  what  tortures  of  mind  have  these  af- 
flicted sons  of  Africa  not  undergone!  When  these 
un’nappy  sufferers  were  recaptured  by  the  Saranac, 
the  commonest  sailors  on  board,  touched  with  the 
tomlerest  sympathy,  divided  amongst  them,  their 
clothes,  and  every  aid  that  circumstances  made 
possible,  was  humanely  afforded  by  the  officers. 
■\Vhat  a sight  has  Fernaudina  exhibitfed!  “Tliis 
cradle  of  liberty,”  as  some  w’ould  persuade  the 


public — when  privateer  sailors  have  led  about, 
and  sold  their  shares  of  the  spoil  to  the  highest 
bidder.  What  a specimen  of  government!  What 
a proof  of  connection  v/ith  Mexico  and  Venezuela 
— that  forbid  this  traffic  in  the  new  government. 
Bui  has  the  president  been  informed  of  all  this? 
Can  we  suppose  that  the  public  officers  have  been 
silent  spectators  of  all  these  horrors?  The  partial 
publication  of  these  reports  answer  such  interroga- 
tion— this  is  but  a faint  picture  of  this  monstrous 
trade.  All  that  has  been  written  and  said  on  the 
subject  of  barbarity  and  cruelty,  is  yet  extant, 
whenever  it  is  tolerated,  and  naan  when  he  made  a 
trade  of  his  fellow,  like  the  hyaena,  becomes  *‘the 
fellest  of  the  fell.”  This  much  for  humanity’s 
sake — but  for  the  law,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  presi- 
dent to  prevent  its  violation  by  driving  from  our 
frontier  this  horde  of  marauders,  who  disregarded 
and  insulted  it,  and  thanks  lo  him — he  has  done  so. 

Finances  of  Yirginia. 

The  following  are  the  heads  of  a report  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  finances  of  the  house  of  delegates,  re- 
specting the  probable  disbursements  for  the  year 
to  end  on  the  30th  Sept.  1818. 


EXPF.NSES. 

General  assembly  . 

. §67,000 

Civil  officers,  including  sheriff's,  &c.  . 87,000 

Commissioners  of  the  revenue 

26,000 

Penitentiary,  including  the  removal  of  crimi- 

nals 

53,000 

Criminal  charges 

24,000 

Guards  in  the  county 

10,000 

Guards  at  Richmond 

16,000 

Slaves  transported  7,000 — Lunatic  hospital 

7,000  

14,000 

Contingent  for  military  purposes 

10,000 

Do.  for  civil  purposes 

10,000 

Officers  of  militia  ... 

6,700 

Sinking  funds  . . . • . 

110,000 

Ma»ufactory  and  repair  of  arms. 

eollection 

and  distribution,  &c.  . . . 90,000 

A number  of  other  items  swell  the  whole  amount 


to  ^573,100. 

nECElPTS. 

The  calculation  of  receipts  for  the  year  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  October  1818,  are  as  follows: 
From  the  tax  on  lands  and  lots  in  town  ^236,300 

On  slaves 157,600 

On  horses,  asses  and  mules  . . . 50,400 

On  carriages 13;300 

On  merchants,  hawkers  and  pedlars  . 49,600 

On  law  process,  notarial  seals,  and  seals  of 
superior  and  inferior  courts  . . 29,000 


On  ordinary  licences,  and  houses  of  private 

entertainment  .... 

17,200 

From  agents  of  the  penitentiary 

. 35,000 

Sale  of  transported  slaves  . 

7,000 

Militia  fines  : . . . . 

. 10,000 

Register’s  fees  .... 

2,000 

Sale  of  unappropriated  land  . 

2,000 

Redemption  of  lands  . 

2,000 

Surplus  tax  on  tobacco  . 

. 11,000 

Arrears  of  taxes 

28,000 

Gross  amount  of  revenue 

. 650,400 

From  which  deduct  for  sheriff's  and 

collec- 

tors’  commissions,  insolvencies  and  errors  65,400 


And  there  will  remain  a nett  revenue  of  §585,000 
applic  ble  logetlier  with  the  unexpended  surplus 
remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  of  September 
next,  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  yearj 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1819. 
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Editorial  note.  We  are  quite  certain  that  the 
people^ s interest  is  to  be  promoted  by  an  exposition 
of  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  banking  establishments  that  abound  in 
our  country;  and  which,  like  the  plague  of  the  frogs 
in  Egypt,  penetrate  the  very  kneading  troughs  of 
the  community.  Under  this  assurance,  and  being 
supported  by  the  people  in  our  course,  it  is  useless 
to  say  that  we  shall  ardently  pursue  it  to  its  con- 
summation— which  is,  to  exalt  the  humble  and  op- 
pressed, and  sap  the  foundations  of  the  thrones  of 
the  mighty;— to  reform,  if  reformation  be  possi- 
ble, to  destroy,  where  destruction  is  necessary;  with 
what  success  time  will  develope — but  it  is  a satis- 
faction to  know  that  we  have  done  some  good  already. 
‘We  shall  patiently  wait  for  the  “moving  of  the 
YVaters”  by  the  spirit  of  trutH:  the  people  will  act 
in  due  season.  If  present  evils  cannot  be  correct- 
ed, as  they  ought— a further  extension  of  the  con- 
suming fire  of  speculation  may  be  checked. 

The  following  articles  are  sketched  for  the  press: 
1.  Remarks  on  the  agreement  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  its  dividends  in  Europe,  to 
be  written  out  with  a pen  as  sharp  as  we  can  point 
it.  2.  Statistical  facts  to  shew  that  the  pauperism 
of  England  has  advanced  step  by  step  with  the  in- 
crease of  her  paper  medium^  and  that  the  former  is 
an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  latter.*  3.  Reme- 
dies,  to  check  the  progress  of  evil:  by  which  well- 
meaning  honest  banks  may  be  protected,  and  shav- 
ing  shops  tumbled  upon  the  heads  of  their  builders. 

These  are  the  three  first  principal  things  that  the 
editor  expects  to  publish  on  this  subject— but  he 
is  unwilling  to  break  in  upon  the  series  of  his  ac- 
complished co-adjutor,  and  some  of  them  may  not 
appear  for  a considerable  time.  In  all  that  we 
shall  say— though  we  do  not  affect  the  use  of  emo- 
lients  in  a case  so  desperate,  we  trust  that  our  own 
dignity  will  be  preserved  in  refraining  from  un- 
befitting  language,  in  general — it  is  known  that 
we  7?€uer  assail  individuals.  Q[j^When  the  poison 
lies  low,  the  cutting  must  be  deep  to  disengage  it; 
the  writer  of  “the  paper  system,’*  in  his  present 
number,  thus  cuts  to  cure. 

Under  an  impressive  sense  of  the  high  obliga- 
tion and  serious  responsibility  thereby  imposed, 
the  editor  believes  it  expedient  to  reiterate  his 
thanks  for  the  support  given  to  the  weekly  regis- 
ter. It  is  a thing,  perhaps,  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  printing,  that  an  o/destablishment  and  one 
such  as  this  is,  without  any  peculiar  excitement  of 
the  public  feeling  or  new  merit  in  itself,  should  ob- 
tain at  the  rate  of  nearly  ONE  THOUSAND  new 
subscribers  per  annum — which,  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  hope,  will  not  be  much  more  than  the  mun- 
ber  received  for  the  year  to  end  in  September  ers- 
suing.  In  the  mean  time,  the  voluntary  discon- 
tinuances have  been  very  few,  though  many  papers 
have  been  stopped  for  a neglect  of  our  terms:  some 
in  arrears,  from  various  considerations,  liave  been 

*The  measure  talked  of  in  England  (see  foreign 
articles)  if  carried  into  execution,  will  most  as- 
suredly end  the  “paper  system”  in  that  country. 
It  is  exactly  like  getting  notes  shaved  to  pay  the 
discount  on  shaved  votes. 

Vol.  XIV. 13, 


otherwise  dealt  with — but,  if  they  thouglit  one 
moment  on  the  additional  trouble  they  cause  by 
such  neglect  in  compelling  us  to  forward  account 
after  account  and  statement  after  statement  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  right  and  justice  of  the  matte;r)  we 
are  very  sure  that  they  Would  not  suffer  it.  Tjiese 
little  dues  make  up  the  whole  from  which  to  disbursdS 
our  heavy  expenditures,  and  require  as  much  at- 
tention  as  if  they  amounted  to  5 or  10  hundred,  in- 
stead of  5 or  10  dollars.  It  is  “rightful  and  rea- 
sonable,” as  Mr.  Jefferson  say’s,  that  “the  procedure 
should  lie  corrected.”  We  guarantee  the  safety 
of  the  mails,  and  are  willing  even  to  pay  tlie  post- 
age, if  any  gentleman  pleases  to  tax  us  with  it. 
What  more  can  we  do  to  facilitate  remittances? 
What  excuse  is  left  for  non-remittance? 

is  proper  to  add,  while  on  the  subject  of  mo- 
ney— that  his  late  regulations  have  convinced  tb^ 
editor  that  the  complaint  of  non  payment  of  his 
dues  (heretofore  too  often  and  too  severely  urged, 
by  the  pressure  it  caused  upon  him)  belonged 
more  to  a defect  in  his  own  system  of  business  than 
to  the  want  of  a willingness,  or  an  ability,  in  his 
subscribers  to  pay  him  the  pittance  that  he  earned 
of  them.  Tlie  success  of  these  regulations  will 
insure  their  future  observance;  and  it  is  with  real 
pride  that  the  editor  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
rigid  punctuality  and  minute  promptitude  that 
now  so  generally  characterises  his  widely  scatter- 
ed supporters.  It  is  by  such  conduct  only,  that  the 
lifeo?  any  periodical  work  can  be  sustained.  It  is, 
also,  a corner  stone  of  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
and  the  fabrick  to  be  erected  upon  it,  is  indepbn- 

DENT  TRUTH.  

Samuel  Adams, 

PRESIDENT  ADAMS  TO  MR.  TUDOR, 
[Coramunicated  for  the  Register  by  President  Adams.J 

Quincy,  April  15,  181 T. 

Dear  sir — I have  received  your  obliging 
favor  of  the  8th,  but  cannot  consent  to  your 
resolution  to  ask  no  more  questions.  Your 
questions  revive  my  sluggish  memory.  Sinco 
our  national  legislature  have  established  a na- 
tional painter — a wise  measure,  for  which  I 
thank  them,  my  imagination  runs  upon  the 
art,  and  has  already  painted,  I know  not  how 
many,  historical  pictures.  1 have  sent  you 
one,  give  me  leave  to  send  anotlies’.  The 
bloody  rencountre  between  the  citizens  and 
the  soldiers,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  pro- 
duced a tremendous  sensation  throughout  the 
town  and  country.  The  people  assembled  first 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  adjourned  to  the  old 
South  Church,  to  the  number,  as  was  conjec- 
tured, of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men,  among 
whom  were  tlie  most  virtuous,  substantial,  ind  e- 
i^ndent,  disinterestetl  and  intelligent  citizen.s- 
They  formed  themselves  into  a regular  deli- 
berative body,  chose  their  moderator  and  se- 
cretary, entered  into  discussions, deliberations 
and  debates,  adopted  resolutions,  appolntejd 
committees.  What  has  become  of  thmse  re- 
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cords,  IMr.  Tudor?  M'^^here  are  they?  Their 
riisolutioiis  in  public  were  conformable  to  those 
of  every  man  in  private,  who  dared  to  express 
his  thoughts  or  his  feelings,  “that  the  regular 
soldiers  should  be  banished  from  the  town,  at 
ail  haz,ai  ds.”  Jonathan  Williams, a verypious, 
iiiofiensive  and  conscientious  gentleman,  was 
their  moderator.  A remonsti  ance  to  the  go- 
vernor, or  the  governor  and  council,  was  or- 
dained, and  a demand  that  the  regular  troops 
should  be  removed  from  the  town.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  present  this  remon- 
strance, of  Samuel  Jidams  was  the  chaiiv 
man. 

Now  for  the  picture — The  theatre  and  the 
scenery  are  the  same  with  those  at  the  discus- 
sion of  writs  of  assistance.  The  same  glorious 
portraits  of  king  Charles  II,  and  king  James  II, 
to  which  miglit  be  added,  and  should  be  added, 
little  miserable  likenesses  of  gov.  Wmthrop, 
gov.Bi'oadstreet,  gov.  Endicott  and  gov.  Bel- 
cher, hung  up  in  obscure  corners  of  the  room. 
Lieat.  gov.  Hutchinson,  commander  in  chief  in 
the  absence  of  the  governor,  must  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  tlie  council  table.  Lieut,  col.  Dal- 
rymple,  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty’s 
military  forces,  taking  rank  of  all  his  majesty’s 
counsellors,  must  be  seated  by  the  side  of  the 
lieutenant-governor  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  province.  Eight-and-tweiity  counsellors 
must  be  painted, all  seated  at  the  council  board. 
Let  me  see — what  costume?  what  was  the 
fashion  of  that  day?  in  the  month  of  March? 
large  white  wigs,  English  scarlet  cloth  cloaks, 
some  of  them  with  gold  laced  hats,  noton  their 
heads,  indeed,  in  so  august  a presence,  but  on 
the  table  before  them,  or  under  the  table  be- 
neath them.  Before  these  illustrious  person- 
ages appeared  Samuel  Adams,  a member  of 
the  house  of  representatives  and  their  clerk, 
now  at  tlm  head  of  the  committee  of  the  great 
assembly  at  the  old  South  Church.  Thucidydes, 
Livy  or  Sallust  would  make  a speech  for  him — 
or,  perhaps,  the  Italian  Bota,  if  he  had  known 
iinytJu.!gof  this  transaction-— one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  revolution — but  I am  wholly 
incapable  of  it;  and,  if  I had  vanity  enough  to 
think  myself  capable  of  it, should  not  dare  to  at- 
tempt it.  He  represented  the  state  of  the  town 
and  the  country, — the  dangerous,  ruinous  and 
fatal  ePfects  of  standing  armies  in  populous  ci- 
ties in  time  of  peace,  and  the  determined  reso- 
lutiou  of  the  public,  that  the  regular  troops,  at 
all  events,  should  be  removed  fiom  the  town. 
Lieut,  gov.  Hutchinson,  then  commander  in 
chief,  at  the  head  of  a trembling  council,  said, 
“he  had  no  authority  over  the  king’s  troops. 
Unit  timy  had  their  separate  commander  and 
separate  orders  and  instructions,  and  that  he 
could  not  interfere  with  them.”  Mr.  Adams 
instantly  appealed  to  the  charter  of  the  pro- 
vince, by  which  the  governor,  and  in  his  ab- 
sence the  lieutenant  governor,  was  constituted 
^commander  in  chief  of  all  the  military  and  na- 


val power  within  its  jurisdiction.”  So  obvious- 
ly t;  ue  and  so  irrefragable  was  the  reply,  that 
it  is  astonishing  that  Mr.  Hutchinson  should 
have  so  grossly  betrayed  the  constitution,  and 
so  attrociously  have  violated  the  duties  of  his 
office  by  asserting  the  contraiy.  But  either 
the  fears  or  the  ambition  of  this  gentlemen, 
upon  this  and  many  other  occasions,  especially 
in  his  controversy  with  the  two  houses,  three' 
years  afterwards,  on  the  supremacy  of  parlia- 
ment, appear  to  have  totally  disarranged  his 
understanding.  He  certainly  asserted  in  pub- 
lic, in  the  most  solemn  manner,  a multitude  of 
the  roundest  falsehoods,  which  he  must  have 
known  to  be  such,  and  which  he  must  have 
known  could  be  easily  and  would  certainly  be 
detected,  if  he  had  not  wholly  lost  his  memory 
— even  of  his  own  public  writings.  You,  Mr. 
Tudor,  knew  Mr.  Adams  from  your  childhood 
to  his  death.  In  his  common  appearance,  he 
was  a plain,  simple,  decent  citizen,  of  mid- 
dlingstature,  dress  and  manners. — He  had  an 
exquisite  ear  for  music — and  a charming  voice, 
when  he  pleased  to  exert  it.  Yet  his  oi  dinary 
speeches  in  town  meetings,  in  the  ho  ise  of  re- 
presentatives and  in  congress,  exhibited  no- 
thing extraordinary;  but,  upon  great  occa- 
sions, when  his  deeper  feelings  were  excited, 
he  erected  himself,  or  rather  nature  seemed  to 
erect  him,  without  the  smallest  symptom  of  af- 
fectation, into  an  upright  dignity  of  figure  ^nd 
gesture,  and  gave  a harmony  to  his  voice  which 
made  a strong  impression  on  spectators  and 
auditors, — the  more  lasting  for  the  purity,  cor- 
rectness and  nervous  elegance  of  nis  stile. 

This  was  a delicate  and  a dangerous  crisis. 
The  question  in  the  last  resort  was,  whether 
the  town  of  Boston  should  become  a scene  of 
carnage  and  desolation  or  not?  Humanity  to 
the  soldiers  conspired  with  a regard  for 
the  safety  of  the  town,  in  suggesting  the 
wise  measure  of  calling  the  town  together 
to  deliberate.  For  nothing  short  of  the  most 
solemn  promises  to  the  people  that  the  sol- 
diers should,  at  all  hazards,  be  driven  from 
the  town,  had  preserved  its  peace.  Not  only 
the  immense  assemblies  of  the  people  from 
day  to  day — but  military  arrangements  from 
night  to  night,  were  necessary  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple and  the  soldiers  from  getting  together  by 
the  ears.  The  life  of  a red  coat  would  not 
have  been  safe  in  any  street  or  corner  of  the 
town.  Nor  would  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants 
have  been  much  more  secure.  The  whole  mili- 
tia of  the  city  was  in  requisition,  and  military 
watches  and  guards  were  every  where  placed. 
We  were  all  upon  a level;  no  man  Avas  ex- 
empted; our  military  officers  Avere  our  only 
superiors.  I had  the  honor  to  be  summoned 
in  my  turn — and  attended  at  the  state  house 
with  my  musket  and  bayonet,  my  broad  sword 
and  cartridge  box,  under  the  command  ot  the 
famous  Paddock.  I know  you  Avill  laugh  at 
my  military  figure--— but  I believe  there  aa'US 
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not  a more  obedient  soldier  in  tlie  regiment,' 
nor  one  more  impartial  between  the  people 
and  the  regulars.  In  this  character  I was  up- 
on duty  all  night  in  ray  turn.  No  man  ap- 
peared more  anxious  or  m«re  deeply  impress- 
ed with  a sense  of  danger  on  all  sides,  than  our 
commander  Paddock.  He  called  me,  common 
soldier  as  I was,  frequently  to  his  councils. — 

I had  a great  deal  of  conversation  with  him; 
and  no  man  appeared  more  apprehensive  of  a 
fatal  calamity  to  the  town  or  more  zealous  by 
every  jjrudent  measure  to  prevent  it.  Such 
w^as  the  situation  of  affairs  when  Samuel 
Adams  was  reasoning  with  lieut.  gov.  Hutch- 
inson and  lieut.  col.  Dalrymple.  He  had  fair- 
ly driven  them  from  all  their  outworks,  breast- 
works and  entrenchments,  to  their  citadel. 
There  thj^  paused  and  considered  and  delibe 
rated.  The  heads  of  Hutchinson  audDalrym- 
ple  were  laid  together  in  whispers  for  a long 
time — when  tlie  whispering  ceased,  a long 
and  solemn  pause  ensued,  extremely  painful 
to  an  impatient  expecting  audience.  Hutch- 
inson, in  time,  broke  silence — he  had  con- 
sulted with  col.  Dalrymple,  and  the  col.  had 
authorized  him  to  say  that  he  might  order  one 
regiment  down  to  the  castle  if  that  would  sa- 
tisfy the  people.  With  a self-recollection,  a 
self-possession,  a self-command,  a presence 
of  mind  that  was  admired  by  every  man  pre- 
sent, Samuel  Adams  arose  with  an  air  of  dig- 
nity and  majesty  of  which  he  was  sometimes 
capable,  stretched  forth  his  arm,  though  even 
then  quivering  with  palsy,  and  with  an  har- 
monious voice  and  decisive  tone,  sairl  “if  the 
lieutenant  governor  or  col.  Dalrymple,  or  both 
together,  have  authority  to  remove  one  regi- 
ment, they  have  authoi  ity  to  remove  two — -and 
nothing  short  of  the  total  evacuation  of  the 
•town  by  all  the  regular  troops,  will  satisfy  the 
public  mind  or  preserve  the  peace  oT  the  pro- 
vince.” 

These  few  words  thrilled  through  the  veins 
of  every  man  in  the  audience  and  prwluced 
the  great  result.  After  a little  awkward  hesi- 
tation, it  Was  agreed  that  the  town  should  be 
evacuated  and  both  regiments  sent  to  the  cas- 
tle. 

After  all  tliis  gravifyit  is  merry  enough  to 
relate  that  William  Molineaux,  was  obliged  to 
march  side  by  side  with  the  commander  of 
some  of  their  troops,  to  protect  them  from  the 
indignation  of  the  people,  in  their  progress  to 
the  wharf  of  embarkation  for  the  castle.  Nor 
is  it  less  amusing  that  lord  North,  as  I was  re- 
peatedly and  credibly  informed  in  England, 
with  his  characteristic  mixture  of  good  humor 
and  sarcasm,  ever  after  called  these  troops  by 
the  title  of  “Sam.  Adams’  two  regiments.’’ 

The  painter  should  seize  upon  the  critical 
moment  when  Samuel  Adams  stietched  out 
his  arm  and  made  his  last  speech. 

It  will  be  as  difficult  to  do  Justice  as  so  paint 
an  Apol]o~--a.Tid  the  transaction  deserves  to  be 


painted  as  much  as  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne 
— Whether  any  artist  will  ever  attempt  it  I 
know  not.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Judge  Tudor, 


Braddock^s  defeat— Washington. 

The  folloxving  extract  of  a letter  from  the  venerable 
WiiLiAM  Finblet,  esq.  to  the  editor^  d.-ted  at 
Young  St  0-10  Hy  Perm.  March  27,  1818,  contributes 
something  to  the  stock  of  information  loe  are  so  c/e- 
sirous  to  collect  as  to  the  earlier  events  in  the  histo- 
ry  of  these  United  States,  and  pays  a handsome  tri- 
bute to  the  virtues  of  the  patheh  op  his  countiit, 
Sjr — On  perusing  the  different  accounts  given  of 
Braddock’s  defeat,  in  the  Register  of  June  15,  vol. 
X.  my  attention  was  forcibly  struck  by  the  state- 
ment of  Smollett,  page  351,  in  which  he  says,  “at 
last  the  general,  whose  obstinacy  seemed  to  in- 
crease with  the  danger,  after  having  had  some  horses 
shot  under  him,  received  a musket  sliot  through 
ids  right  arm  and  lungs,  of  which  he  died  in  a 
few  hours,  having  been  carried  off  the  field  by  the 
bravery  of  lieut.  col.  Gage,  and  another  of  his  oiii- 
cers,”  I was  surprised  indeed,  to  see  Gage’s  bra- 
very boasted  of,  to  whom  I had  always  heard  cow- 
ardice ascribed,  from  the  time  I first  heard  of  his 
name.  Officers  engaged  in  the  same  battle  fre- 
quently vary  in  their  accounts  of  it,  yet  paying  a 
strict  regard  to  truth;  but  this  is  an  absolute  false- 
hood: 1 am  enabled  to  say  so  on  tlie  authority  of 
general  Washington  himself,  to  whom  falsehood, 
misrepresentation,  or  vain  boasting  never  was  im- 
puted. 

It  was, well  known  to  those  acquainted  with  him 
that  general  Washington  rarely,  if  ever,  in  mixed 
companies,  introduced  or  engaged  in  conversation 
on  the  events  of  the  revolutionary  war;  but  he  was 
much  less  reserved  with  respect  to  earlier  scenes, 
and. particularly  about  the  western  country;  and  as 
I,  for  some  time,  was  the  only  member  of  congress 
from  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  be- . 
fore  this  time  acquainted  with  the  president,  he 
frequently  introduced  conversation  about  that  coun- 
try with  me.  On  one  occasion,  in  a mixed  compa- 
ny, some  question  beingaskedof  me,  then  sitting 
next  the  president,  about  the  Big  Meadows  and 
Dunbar’s  run,  by  col  Sprigg  of  Maryland,  which  I 
could  not  answer,  the  president,  to  whom  I refered 
the  question,  in  answering  them,  described  Dun- 
bar’s camp  to  which  the  remains  of  Braddock’s 
army  retired  after  the  defeat.  From  this,  in  com- 
pliance with  such  enquiries  as  1 suggested,  he  en- 
tertained us  with  the  most  particular  information 
of  that  defeat  that  I had  heard.  He  asked  me  if 
I knew  Braddock’s  road — I said  I did,  but  that  it 
was  now  changed  in  many  places.  He  said  it  was 
then  new  and  hard  to  find  in  the  dark;  that  tliere  had 
been  a coldness  between  the  general  and  Dunbar, 
a circumstance  which  too  frequently  took  place  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  in  command;  that  in 
consequence  of  this  he,  as  aid  de-camp,  was  under 
the  necessity  of  going  with  the  orders  to  colonel 
Dunbar,  but  first  to  stop  the  retreat  in  a proper  si- 
tuiilion,  which  was  tlie  easier  done  as  the  enem}' 
did  not  pursue.  That  he  overlook  col.  Gage  three 
.miles  a liead  of  the  place  in  which  he  had  halted 
the  retreating  army,  and  to  wliich  he  sent  Gage 
back;  that  this  being  done,  he  with  two  men  in 
company,  in  one  of  the  most  wet  and  darkest 
nights,  in  which  tliey  had  offers  to  alight  and  g^’ope 
for  the  road,  and  after  iravelling  forty  miles,  arriv- 
ed at  Dunbar’s  camp  about  sun  rise.  He  said  he 
bad  taken  care  of  the  Wounded  general,  and  had 
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him  carefully  brought  to  Braddock’s  camp  in  a 
tumbril — and  that  on  a retreat  over  the  mountains 
being  determined  on  by  Dunbar,  witliout  necessity, 
lie  buried  general  Braddock’s  corps  in  the  middle 
of  the  road,  making  waggons  and  horses  to  pass 
over  it,  to  conceal  it  from  the  Indians,  designing 
at  some  future  day  to  erect  a monument  to  his  me- 
mory, which  he  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  till 
after  the  revolutionary  war,  when  he  made  deli- 
gent  sc-  rch  for  his  grave,  but  the  road  had  been  so 
much  turned  and  the  clear  land  so  extended  that 
it  could  not  be  found. 

1 had,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  mentioned 
the  bad  impression  I had  received  of  gen.  Brad- 
dock  as  an  oflicer,  both  in  Ireland  and  this  country, 
ever  since  I was  a small  boy.  “True,  true,”  says 
he,  “he  was  unfortunate,  but  his  character  was 
much  too  severely  treated;  that  he  was  one  of  the 
honcstest  and  best  men  of  any  British  officer  witli 
whom  he  had  been  acquainted;  even  in  the  manner 
of  figliting  he  was  not  more  to  blame  than  others, 
— that  of  all  that  were  consulted,  only  one  per 
son  objected  to  it,”  (probably  himself)  and  look- 
ing around  seriously  to  me,  he  said,  Braddock 
was  both  my  general  and  my  physician — I was  at- 
tacked with  a dangerous  fever  on  the  march  and  he 
left  a sergeant  to  take  care  of  me,  and  James’  fever 
powders,  with  directions  how  to  give  them,  and  a 
waggon  to  bring  me  on  when  I would  be  able, 
w^hich  W'as  only  the  day  before  the  defeat,  the  first 
day  I had  rid  a horse  for  a considerable  time  and 
then  had  to  ride  with  a pillow  under  me.  This 
conversation,  though  I thought  it  interesting  at  the 
time,  is  of  little  importance  now,  further  than  to 
show  the  absolute  falsehood  of  Smollett’s  charac- 
ter of  Gage;  that  instead  of  conducting  the  retreat, 
carrying  off  the  body  of  the  general,  &c.  he  was 
among  th£  foremost  to  run  away  and  run  the  fur- 
thest,— which  justly  entailed  on  him  the  character 
of  cowardice  ever  after. 

Since  I am  in  the  way  of  writing  about  Washing- 
ton, I will  add  one  serious  scene  through  which  he 
passed,  which  is  little  known,  and  with  winch  he 
concluded  Ibis  conversation.  He  asked  me  how 
near  I lived  to  Layalhana  old  Fort,  and  if  I knew  a 
run  from  the  Laurel  Hill  that  fell  into  the  creek 
near  it.  I told  him  the  distance  of  my  residence, 
and  tliat  I knew  the  run.  He  told  me  that  at  a 
considerable  distance  up  that  run  his  life  was  in  as 
great  hazard  as  ever  it  had  been  in  war.  That  he 
had  been  ordered  to  march  some  troops  to  reinforce 
a bullock-guard  on  their  way  to  the  camp — that  he 
marched  his  party  in  single  file  with  trailed  arms, 
and  sent  a runner  to  inform  the  British  officer  in 
what  manner  he  woidd  meet  him.  The  runner 
arrived  and  delivered  his  message,  but  he  did  not 
kitow  how  it  was  that  the  British  officer  paid  no 
attention  to  it,  and  the  parties  met  in  the  dark  and 
fired  on  each  other  till  they  killed  thirty  of  their 
own  men;  nor  could  tliey  be  stopped  till  he  hud  to 
go  in  between  the  fires  and  threw  up  the  muzzles 
of  tiieirguns  with  his  sword. 

The  fort  which  in  conversing  with  me,  he  and 
nnniy  otliei-s  always  called  Layalhana,  after  the 
name  llie  creek,  was  also  named  Ligoniers,  near 
which,  there  is  now  a town  of  that  name.  This  took 
place  during  gen.  X'orbes’  campaign. 
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Sin— The  cultivators  of  the  earth  constiiute  the 
American  nation.  Tl.e  products  of  the  soil  are  its 


only  real  and  substantial  wealth.  They  furnish  the 
food  of  man— they  give  to  the  merchant  the  staples 
of  his  trade— to  the  manufacturer  the  materials  of 
his  workmanship;  to  the  laborer  his  most  wholesome 
and  virtuous  occupation— and  to  the  mechanic,  his 
employment  and  his  bread.  Agriculture  is  the  only- 
lasting  source  of  national  wealth,  because  it  is  in- 
dependent of  those  political  changes  that  turn  the 
course  of  commerce  and  manufactures  into  new 
channels;  and  its  history  never  presents  such  exam- 
ples of  short-lived  grandeur,  founded  by  permanent 
decay,  as  are  exhibited  by  Tyre,  Venice,  Genoa, 
and  many  other  states.  An  agricultural  people  be- 
long exclusivelij  to  their  oton  country^,  and  are,  in  a 
great  degree,  out  of  the  reach  of  those  regulations, 
made  at  the  pleasure  of  governments,  over  -which  they 
have  no  covtroiil;  'iohich  exercise  a decisive  infiuerce  on. 
the  -well-being  of  merchants,  and  render  those,  depen- 
dent on  commerce,  almost  as  rnneh  the  subjects  of  every 
other  commercial  state  as  of  their  own.  Agriculture 
is,  most  emphatically,  the  employment  becoming  a 
republican  people,  since  it  introduces  none  of  those 
tremendous  inequalities  of  wealth  and  poverty,  that 
create  the  materials  of  tyranny — nobles  and  beggar^- 
—oppressors  and  slaves.  Its  gains  are  moderate  and 
sure;  it  enriches  by  salutary  degrees,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  industry  and  frugality,  the  two  great 
pillars  of  a virtuous  state.  Its  inviolable  operation 
is,  in  short,  to  produce  a beautiful  system  of  equali- 
ty— equally  removed  from  the  splendid,  corrupting 
prodigality  of  unbounded  wealth,  and  the  debasing 
wretchedness  of  pinching  poverty.  It  was  aori- 
CULTT7RE  that  changed  the  earth  from  a wilderness 
to  a garden,  and  man  from  a brute  to  a civilized 
being.  Its  virtuous  labors,  while  they  mellowed 
the  soil,  humanized  his  manners,  and  turned  him 
from  war  and  plunder,  hitherto  his  only  occupa- 
tions, to  cultivate  social  feelings,  to  cherish  social 
rights,  and  that  sacred  good-fellowship  which  arises 
from  the  influence  of  neighborhood — the  inter- 
change of  friendly  offices,  and  the  sense  of  mutual 
dependence. 

To  me,  then,  the  face  of  the  cotJXTRT  is  the  true 
mirror  in  whicli  to  look  for  the  expression  of  na- 
tional happine.ss.  The  situation  of  the  farmer  is 
my  criterion  of  national  prosperity.  Agricultural 
plenty  makes  a people  ricli  and  happy— commercial 
plenty,  such  as  our’s,  is  the  forerunner  of  national 
degradation — for  great  irnportatioRS  of  goods,  if 
they  are  not  paid  for  by  an  exchange  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  land,  make  a nation  of  debtors;  and  a 
nation  of  debtors  is  a nation  of  slaves.  Let  brokers 
and  speculators  perish,  so  the  farmer  preserves  his 
sturdy  independence;  for,  so  long  as  that  is  preserv- 
ed, the  other  lionest  classes  of  the  community  will 
not  decay;  unless,  as  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
the  country  has  been  bloated,  by  artificial  means, 
into  a precocious  expansion,  wh.ich  cannot  be  either 
salutary  or  la.sting.  Only  let  us  free  ourselves  from 
the  wretched  rag-system,  and,  though  we  may  not 
see  so  many  upstart  brokers  rolling  in  wealth,  or  so 
many  suflering  laborers,  who  are  swallowed  up  by 
the  monopoly  of  speculators — or  so  many  wretched 
paupers,  reduced  from  fancied  riches  to  real  beg- 
gary— } et,  sir,  we  shall  see  what  is  much  better:  we 
shall  see,  in  their  stead,  a wholesome,  widely  dif- 
fused competence  among  all  classes,  equally  remov- 
ed  fi  oin  tlie  extremes  of  splendor  and  poverty,  on 
wliich  the  repurlicax  ixstitutioxs  of  our  country 
may  rest  with  permanent  security. 

Looking,  then,  to  the  welfarb  of  the  farmer  as  the 
best,  and.the  only,  foundation  of  national  prosperity, 
whenever  I would  test  the  character  of  any  system, 
financial  or  commercial,  I always  study  its  effects 
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on  the  landed  interest;  and  if  I find  them  injurious 
to  that,  I do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  system 
unwise  and  impolitic.  The  interests  of  the  culU- 
vators  of  the  land  can  never  be  sacrificed  to  those 
of  any  other  class,  or  classes,  of  the  pommunity, 
without  the  injury  recoiling  upon  their  own  heads. 
As  well  might  we  attempt  to  deepen  a stream  of 
water  by  drying  up  its  source — or  to  purify  it  by 
polluting  the  fountain  from  whence  it  issues.  Let 
me  now  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  efficiency  of 
the  paper  system,  testing  it  by  these  plain  princi 
pies,  which  I defy  the  most  logical  broker,  or  casu- 
istical speculator  to  overthrow,  however  he  may 
obscure  them,  by  quoting  the  jargon  of  political 
economists,  originally  hired  to  prop  up  the  national 
debt  of  England. 

The  two  boasted  benefits  which  the  farmers  are 
said  to  derive  from  the  paper-rag  system,  are  the 
facility  of  procuring  money,  from  the  banks,  where- 
with to  improve  their  lands,  and  the  increased 
price  of  the  land,  as  well  as  of  its  produce.  As  to 
the  first,  sir,  I am  one  of  those  desperate  unbeliev- 
ers, who  doubt  whether  the  virtue,  the  happiness, 
or  the  prosperity  of  a people,  are  enhanced  by  the 
facility  of  running  in  debt.  I believe  that  the  only 
true  and  lasting  basis  of  honorable  and  salutary  in- 
dependence, to  the  laboring  classes,  is  industry  and 
frugality;  for  I know,  by  experience,  that  a depen- 
dence on  any  other  props  is  sure  to  be  followed  by 
idleness,  debauchery,  extravagance  and  ruin. — 
Whenever  a state  of  public  feeling  is  produced, 
where  men  are  not  ashamed  of  being  in  debt,  the 
imind  loses  its  proper  sense  of  manly  independence; 
and  whenever  the  salutary  obstacles  to  borrowing 
money  are  removed,  and  men  are  mrifed  to  become 
debtors  by  the  facility  of  borrowing,  the  axe  is  laid 
to  the  root  of  national  industry,  which  is  the  foun- 
dation of  national  virtue  and  prosperity.  In  no 
well  organized  state  of  society  ought  the  generality 
of  men  to  become  borrowers;  and  in  no  class  of  any 
community  can  borrowing  become  general,  without 
ultimately  ending  in  its  ruin.  A man  may  some- 
times be  placed  in  a situation  where  a loan  will  be 
greatly  advantageous;  but  he  who  bottoms  his  pros- 
perity on  money  belonging  to  others,  and  which 
may  be  reclaimed  at  any  time,  is  worse  than  the  fool 
who  built  his  house  on  a foundation  of  sand. 

There  tvcis  a time — I speak  in  the  melancholy 
past  tense  when  recurring  to  the  days  of  agricultu- 
ral prosperity — There  was  a time,  when  it  was  dis- 
graceful in  a farmer  to  borrow  money,  and  his  re- 
spectability was  seriously  injured  by  becoming  a 
dependent  on  banks.  These  honest  people  had  a 
just  and  instinctive  abhorrence  to  these  institu- 
tions, and,  without  exactly  reasoning  on  the  subject, 
they  arrived  at  just  conclusions.  They  saw  that 
the  art  of  becoming  rich,  without  either  capital  or 
industry — the  power  of  creating  wealth  from  rags 
— must,  in  the  end,  inevitably  prove  highly  injuri- 
ous to  every  man  possessed  of  real  property.  It  was 
plain,  that  if  men  could  grow  i-ich  by  such  means, 
the  value  of  ftidustry  and  land  must  continue  to  di- 
minish insensibly,  because  it  is  impossible  to  give 
a fictitious  value  to  any  imaginary  and  worthless 
commodity,  without  diminishing,  in  the  like  propor- 
tion, the  value  of  what  is  real.  The  farmer  had 
earned  dearly,  the  money  with  which  he  purchased 
his  land;  and  when  he  saw  the  facility  with  which 
land  could  be  acquired  without  labor,  or  silver,  or 
gold,  he  could  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  a convic 
tion  of  the  truth.  He  saw  and  felt,  that  the  system 
of  rags  must  either  be  destroyed  or  that  he  must 
become  an  accomplice  or  a victim.  These  truths 
every  day  coming  fiometo  the  farmers,  in  pro- 


portion as  the  number  of  banks,  without  capital,  is 
increased;  and  we  now  every  day  see  them,  either 
selling  their  lands  to  invest  their  proceeds  in  banks, 
or  to  flee  to  some  sequestered  region  where  none 
are  to  be  found — or  we  see  them  driven  to  sacrifice 
their  inheritance  to  pay  their  discounts. 

Of  all  men  living,  the  American  eakmeti  had  the 
least  occasion  to  borrow  money.  If  he  was  born  to 
the  inheritance  of  a farm,  that  farm  would  support 
him  as  it  did  his  father  before  him— if,  like  him,  he 
was  frugal  and  industrious.  If  he  had  no  land  of 
his  own,  he  could  get  it  in  his  neighborhood;  he 
could  buy  it  without  money,  and  pay  for  it  by  his 
industry.  The  payments  were  always  so  propor- 
tioned as  to  give  him  a fair  chance  of  meeting  them 
from  the  profits  of  his  land;  and,  being  aware  of 
this,  he  lost  every  other  dependence  but  that  be- 
coming a man — a dependence  on  his  own  exertions. 
The  different  periods  of  payment  were  distant  and 
certain, and  he  knew  the  precise  time  that  they  would 
be  demanded.  He  gave  no  security,  but  a mortgage 
on  his  farm,  and  be  allowed  no  extraordinary  pre- 
mium on  the  score  of  the  uncertainty  of  being  able 
to  pay.  He  could,  therefore,  pursue  the  even  tenor 
of  ills  industry,  without  being  drawn  off*  every  six- 
ty DATS,  to  raise  the  ways  and  means  for  paying 
his  sixty  days*  bank  accommodations;  and  seldom, 
if  ever,  did  it  happen  that  he  was  forced,  as  now- 
a-days,  to  sacrifice  his  farm  and  his  produce,  at  half 
price,  to  same  hungry  bank  director,  to  pay  a loan, 
unexpectedly  demanded,  upon  some  frivolous  pre- 
tence. If,  in  short,  he  was  prudent  and  industrious 
— and,  without  these,  even  bank  loans  will  not  en- 
rich the  farmer — he  soon  became  independent;  for 
he  did  not  rely  on  the  conscience  of  brokers,  or  the 
good  will  of  the  petty  directors  of  a petty  village 
bank,  thirsting  for  his  land,  because  they  were  poor, 
and  careless  of  the  means  of  acquiring  it — because 
they  were  unprincipled. 

Or  if,  sir,  he  found  it  difficult  to  procure  a farm 
on  these  terms,  in  his  more  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, the  fertile  regions  of  the  west  and  south, 
where  land  was  cheap  and  labor  the  source  of 
wealth,  were  open  to  his  enterprize  and  industry. 
Here  he  was  certain  of  independence,,  and  sure  to 
grow  moderately  rich,  as  rapidly  as  it  is  salutary 
for  a man  to  become  so.  He  required  not  a shilling 
to  buy  a farm,  for  his  labor  was  sure  to  make  it  his 
own;  and  his  landlord  knew  his  interest  too  well 
not  to  render  the  situation  of  his  settlers  as  easy  as 
possible.  There  was  a contest  for  settlers,  and  not 
for  lands  on  which  to  settle.  I assert,  therefore,  that 
the  farmers  wanted  no  greater  facilities  in  raising 
money  than  they  possessed  before  the  erection  of  a 
single  bank;  and  I appeal  to  their  present  declining 
state,  that  the  facilities  they  now  possess,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  multiplication  of  these  mischievous 
and  unprincipled  institutions, are  the  sources  of  their 
speedy  and  inevitable  decay.  Such  however  was 
the  situation  of  the  agricultural  interest,  previous  to 
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happy  state  of  self-dependence  they  lived,  increas- 
ed and  flourished,  until  the  grand  discovery  which 
has  immortalized  the  age,  and  will  in  the  end  make 
its  fate  an  example,  and  a warning  to  posterity.  I 
mean  the  discovery  of  the  magnum  bonum  of  bro- 
kers, beggars  and  speculators — the  great  chymical 
desideratum  which  baffled  the  science  of  former 
ages,  and  eluded  the  researches  of  wicked  wiglilg, 
where  ingenuity  was  supposed  to  be  quickened 
by  unholy  leagues  with  the  prince  of  darkness — [ 
mean*  the  true  and  genuine  piiit.osopheu’s  stone. 
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heretolbre  he'.ievecl  o » eside  in  metnls,  hut  now 
found  lo  consist  in  a mere  transmuUtion  of  rags. 
"NVeknov/  not,  the  name  of  the  cViosen  g-enius  who 
first  made  this  fortunate  discovery,  and  calculated 
so  ji’stify  on  tlie  credulity  of  mankind.  But  as 
nenessify  is  .''aid  to  be  the  mother  of  invention,  it 
is  probable  the  world  is  indebted  for  this  most 
valuable  secret,  to  .some  bet(garly  itinerant,  who 
havinp:  exhatisted  all  methods  of  swindling  by  re- 
tail, luckily  at  last  hit  upon  this  admirable  expedi- 
ent f)r  carrying  on  business  by  whole-^ale. 

Since  then  the  decline  of  the  landed  interest  has 
been  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
means  of  trading,  speculating,  monopolizing, 
and  lending,  by  the  agency  of  paper  banks — to  the 
increase  of  hank  dividends,  and  the  rate  of  depre- 
ciation in  the  paper  currency.  Th.e  temptation  of 
nine  or  ten  pvcr  cent,  per  annum,  obtained  by  invest- 
ing money  in  the  banks,  no  matter  wliether  gain 
ed  honestly  or  not,  has  caused  all  the  floating  ca- 
pital of  the  country  to  be  embarked  in  banks, 
wltich  are  now  become  the  only  lenders  of  money, 
lhroup;h  discounts,  or  through  the  cliannel  of  usur- 
ers, brokers,  and  bank  directors.  To  the  banks 
then  tlje,  firmer  is  courteously  invited  to  borrow 
money,  whether  he  wants  it  or  not.  There  is  no 
difficuUv  in  his  getting  loans  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  the  value  of  his  farm.  Nay,  it  appears  by  a 
report  of  a committee  of  the  assembly  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  that  he  is  actually  coaxed^  seduced, 
into  borrowing,  by  the  cunning  jackalls  of  the  coun- 
try baiiks. That  this  seduction  is  carried  on,  on  amost 
extensive  scale,  my  own  experience  has  demonstrat- 
ed. It  is  proved  by  the  innumerable  suits  brought  by 
the  bunks  at  every  town  against  the  holders  of  real 
property;-— it  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  thou- 
sands of  farmers,  forced  into  the  sacrifice  of  their 
lands,  to  pay  bank  discounts;  and  it  is  unanswera- 
bly proved,  by  the  notorious  fact,  that  the  banks, 
jire  gradually  acquiring  possession  of  a great  por- 
tion of  the  real  property  in  their  respective  neigh- 
borhoods. No  wonder,  sir — people  who  can  ma- 
nufacture rags  at  pleasure,  which  they  never  mean 
to  redeem,  and  pa.ss  them  off  fur  money — and  get 
real  property  pledged,  for  the  payment  of  debts 
thus  incurred,  must  and  wilt.,  at  no  distant  period 
acquire  virtual  possession  of  all  the  real  propeaty 
of  the  country. 

I sir,  live  in  a distinct  where  there  are  sixteen 
or  seventeen  banks  and  corporations  issui'ig  paper 
money,  within  ten  miles  square.  Its  population 
may  be  30,00Q,  and  its  trade  may  amount  to  three, 
four  or  five  millions  annually.  One  tyould  be  puz- 
zled to  guess  wlieve  all  these  banks  find  employ- 
ment for  iheir  capl  uls — it  really  m%kes  me  smile, 
when  I apply  the  word  c.apitals  to  modei’n  paper 
banks!  i ue  riddle  is  easily  read — they  lend  them 
out  un  v!je  secu.rlty  of  lots  bought,  and  Isouses 
buUl  witi,  rags  borrowed  of  these  banks,  to  whom 
almo.si  ever}’  house  and  foot  of  land  is  tributary, 
and  every  man  a slave,  I have  estimaved  on  cor- 
rect geuerul  data— that  all  the  property,  real  and 
persfmal,  land  and  live  stock,  two  legged  and  four 
iegged  animals  inclusive,  if  it  were  sold  to-morrow, 
would  not  redeem  the  paper  issued  by  these  pre- 
cious mnnied  institutions.  By  a late  exposition  of 
the  affairs  of  thc.se  bank.s,  made  to  the  secretary 
of  'cb.e  treasury,  and  publislied,  it  ap- 

pears that  the  amount  of  specie,  then  in  their 
vaults,  was  somewhere  about  one  fifteenth  the 
amount  of  their  debts  to  the  public! 

What  a glorious  slate  of  things!  and  what  a con- 
soling rcfiec’ion  it  is,  to  know  that  tins  state  of 
things  is  not  peculiar  to  the  flourishing  district  I 


have  the  good  fortune  to  inhabit,  but  is  widely  dif. 
fused,  and  every  day  becoming  more  extensive  and 
diversified.  South  of  the  Connecticut  river,  vve 
seldom  find  a state  legislature  meeting,  without  in 
creasing  these  blessings;  and  the  first  embryo  act 
of  leg'islation  in  the  new  states,  is  the  creation  of 
a litcer  of  banks,  to  enable  a knot  of  speculators  to 
monopolize  the  land,  and  hold  it  at  a fictitious  va- 
lue, which  imposes  on  the  land  holder  an  idle  and 
erroneous  persuasion,  that  he  has  all  at  once  grown 
rich.  Thus  instead  of  the  country  prospering  by 
its  pure  and  genuine  sources  of  prosperity,  tliese 
are  in  fact  destroyed  by  fictitious  substitutes,  that 
possess  no  other  attribute  of  reality,  than  the  means 
of  scattering  ruin  around  them. 

All  suffer  more  or  less  by  this  substitution  of 
ideal,  for  real  wealth,  but  none  so  vitally  as  the 
great  landed  interest,  which  is  the  back-bone  of 
this  country.  The  means  which  formerly  sufficed 
to  make  the  farmer  independent,  are  now  no  lon- 
ger so,  because  the  value  of  nrftiney  is  decreased,  in 
a much  greater  ratio,  than  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
his  land  and  its  produce;  and  above  all,  because,  a 
mode  of  living  extravagant  beyond  all  former  ex- 
ample, is  iutroduoedt  every  where  in  this  country, 
by  the  brokers,  bank  directors,  and  speculators,  to 
which  the  revenues  and  the  gains  of  every  other 
class  of  people  are  entirely  inadequate.  The  na- 
tural, and  therefore  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
this  state  of  things,  may  be  readily  anticipated. — 
Either  tlie  farmer,  is  tempted  to  sell  his  land,  and 
invest  it  in  some  neighboring  bank,  lured  by  the  ir- 
resistable  argument  of  nine  or  ten  per  cent,  or  he  is 
tempted  to  borrow  money  which  he  does  not  want, 
to  speculate,  and  grow  rich  of  a sudden,  like  his 
neighbor  the  bank  director.  If  he  takes  the  first 
course — the  stock  of  capital  invested  in  the  cultb 
vation  of  the  land,  is  diminished  in  proportion  to 
the  recruits  thus  lured  from  honest  and  permanent 
independence,  to  take  the  chances  of  banking  and 
speculation,  and  deposite  their  real  riches  in  the 
same  fate  with  the  ideal  wealth  of  pennyless  ad- 
venturers. From  a useful  citizen  adding  every  day 
to  the  wealth  of  his  country  and  the  happiness  of 
his  fellow  beings,  he  sinks  into  a useless  drone,  nay, 
a mischievous  tempter — an  animal  who  preys  on 
the  unsuspecting,  and  grows  rich  on  the  distress^ 
es  of  his  neighb  .rs. 

If,  on' the  contrary,  the  farmer  is  tempted,  and 
coaxed  to  accept  of  a discount,  and  tliis  is  done 
continually  by  the  country  and  village  banks,  which 
are  of  course  ever  on  the  alert  to  procure  the  se- 
curity of  real  property  for  their  — what  then  is 

the  common  effect  of  such  imprudence.''  He  ob- 
tains a temporary  accommodation  for  sixty  days, 
which  cannot  be  useful  to  him  in  the  slow  progress 
of  agricultural  economy,  and  which  the  assurance 
of  his  friend,  the  bank  director,  that  his  note  will 
be  renewed  forever  if  he  wishes  it,  renders  him 
careless  in  repaying.  Nine  times  out  of  ten  he  is 
not  ready  to  pay  the  note — whicli  is  renewed  a de- 
cent number  of  times,  until  the  favorable  period 
for  refusing  all  further  accommodation  arrives. -r’ 
Banks  never  want  a decent  excuse  for  this — but  the 
real  reason  generally  is,  that  some  hungry  bank 
director,  has  cast  the  eyCs  of  longing  on  the  good 
man’s  farm,  which,  in  process  of  time,  is  sold  at 
public  vendue,  and  sacrificed  for  half  or  one  third 
its  value, — because  the  little  country  bank,  having 
every  body  in  debt,  has  only  to  draw  in  its  dis- 
counts suddenly,  to  make  moneyiso  scarce  in  their 
neighborhood,  that  there  is  no  competition  of  pur- 
chasers. Instarices  of  this  kind  occur  so  frequent- 
ly m the  vicinity  of  these  petty  unprincipled  es- 
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tablishmentS;  that  the  price  ofland  so  far  froai  be- 
ing really  enl^anced  in  the  country,  has  sustained  a 
real  depreciation, on  a.ccount  ofthe  number  of  farms, 
that  are  every  where  sacrificed  in  the  manner  I 
have  stated.  There  are  more  farms  for  sale,  than 
fair  and  honest  purchasers  to  buy  them;  and 
though  we  find  land  nominally  at  a great  price,  we 
do  not  find  ready  purchasers,  nor  indeed  any  pur- 
chasers at  all  for  it,  except  bank  directors  and  spe- 
culators, who  liaving  a manufactory  of  money  of 
their  own,  don’t  mind  a few  thousands  one  way  or 
other.  To  those  who  never  mean  to  redeem  tlieir 
rags,  the  emission  of  a few  more  or  less  is  of  no 
earthly  consequence.  Hence  it  is  that  the  most 
carelessly  generous  people  in  the  world,  are  for 
the  most  part  those  who  never  pay  their  debts.  It 
is  not  they  who  give  the  money — but  the  laborious 
tradesmen  who  is  never  paid  for  his  work — and  the 
honest  farmer  who  is  stinted  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  well  earned  independence,  to  supply  the  un- 
principled prodigality  of  gamblers  and  spendthrifts. 
It  is  thus  that  laborers  dwindle  into  paupers,  and 
land  passes  away  for  paper  money— -for  an  ideal 
equivalent — impudently  professing  to  be  what  it  is 
not; — for  a mere  promise,  that  will  not,  and  as  I 
shall  hereafter  prove,  cannot,  and  is  not  meant,  to 
be  fulfilled.  It  is  thus  that  the  agriculturalist,  the 
proprietor  of  real  estate,  is  impoverished  by  the 
diversion  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  from  the 
land  to  the  bank~from  the  bank  to  the  broker’s 
shop — to  be  dealt  out  at  usurious  interests.  It  is 
in  this  way  that  real  property  is  swallowed  up  by 
an  ideal  monster,  having  neither  flesh,  or  sub- 
stance or  soul,  but  voracious  beyond  the  fabled  ap- 
petites of  either  giant  or  ogre. 

A little  reflection  will  convince  us,  that  the  uni- 
versal substitution  of  a currency  bearing  no  intrin- 
sic value,  and  represented  by  nothing  of  intrinsic 
value — and  moreover  subject  to  be  increased  at 
the  will  of  needy  men,  must  produce  one  of  two 
consequences.  Either  the  ideal  substitute  will 
gradually  decline,  till  it  becomes  worth  nothing, 
or  it  will  acquire  a solid  basis  to  itself,  by  a gradu- 
al substitution  of  real  property  for  ideal  nothings 
— by  the  simple  process  of  lending  nothing  and  tak- 
ing something,  as  security — in  plain  English,  by  ex- 
changing rags,  for  lands,  houses  and  goods.  Ei- 
ther of  these  alternatives,  is  almost  equally  fatal 
to  the  possessor  of  property — for  it  matters  not 
much,  whether  he  is  ruined  by  a general  bankrupt- 
cy, or  by  the  exchange  of  his  property  for  worth- 
less bank  paper.  If  either,  however,  the  latter  is 
the  most  fatal — for  in  the  event  of  the  former  ca- 
tastrophe, he  may  still  chance  to  keep  his  land, 
which  will  again  attain  to  its  proper  value  —where- 
as, in  the  latter  case,  he  gets  nothing  but  rags  for 
his  land,  and  when  they  are  worthless,  he  is  worth 
nothing.  To  this  last  and  most  fatal  catastrophe 
are  we  approaching;  for  it  is  a maxim,  self-evident, 
that  as  the  gains  on  false  capitals  are  real,  they 
cannot  be  tlie  genuine  produce  of  these  capitals. 
Out  of  nothing— nothing  can  come;  and  of  those 
who  possess  nothing,  nothing  can  be  obtained. — 
Whence  then  the  enormous  bank  dividends  with 
which  the  people  are  every  day  insulted?  They 
come  from  the  men  of  real  capital,  and  the  honest  la- 
borer, -iohose  labor  is  his  capital: — they  are  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  diminution  of  the  -wealth  of  the  one,  and 
the  hard  eariied  gains  of  the  other,- — they  are  the  sum 
total  of  the  great  tax  levied  on  properly,  and  labor,  by 
brokers,  bank  directors,  and  speculators. 

No  wonder  then,  that  the  laborers  are  in  want 
of  their  usual  and  customary  comforts;  or  that  the 
farmers  finding  themselves  becoming  the  helpless, 


and  hopeless  victiins  of  this  pernicious  system  of 
swindling,  are  every  day  selling  their  lands,  either 
voluntarily  or  from  nece.ssity.  Either  to  invest  their 
proceeds  in  some  newly  erected  bank,  foiste  I 
through  a corrupt  legisliture,  or  to  pay  for  the 
loan  of  money  which  they  have  frittered  aw.o,y  up- 
on expensive  improvements,  that  add  nothing  to 
their  wealth  and  comfort,  and  desperate  specula- 
tions that  have  ended  in  their  ruin.  A gentleman 
whs  holds  large  estates  ia  the  north-western  part , 
of  tlie  state  of  New  York,  related  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  the  summer  previous  to  the  last.— 
About  two  years  before,  he  had  sold  several  farms, 
at  the  usual  price,  and  customary  periods  of  pay- 
ment. The  first  payment  had  been  made  without 
any  complaints,  but  in  the  interval  between  that 
and  the  second,  a litter  of  banks  had  been  whelp- 
ed in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  poor  husbandmen 
were  in  a fair  way  of  being  swallowed  up  by  the 
speculations  and  monopolies,  of  an  upstart  race  of 
HAG  NJBiiiTr.  They  offered  to  fo'feit  the  snm  alrea- 
dy paid,  if  he  -would  take  back  the  land.  They  said 
they  wanted  to  remove  to  some  place,  -cohere  there  were 
no  banks  to  eat  them  up.  Alas!  where  shall  they  go 
to  find  this  asylum  from  brokers  and  speculators? 
The  borders  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  lUii 
nois,  Oliio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  are  infested 
by  this  pernicious  fry — and  the  depths  of  the  fo- 
rests swarm  widi  paper  banks,  that  lend  their  mo- 
ney at  par,  to  miserable  dupes,  who  pass  it  away  at 
a depreciation  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.  A mo- 
ment’s consideration  will  let  us  into  the  manner  in 
v/hich  this  operates  on  the  borrower.  Every  time 
he  goes  to  the  bank,  he  loses  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent, 
on  tlie  money  he  procures — and  in  this  way  his 
property,  as  the  honest  furmtir  expresses  it,  is 
‘'eaten  npf’  by  ten  and  fifteen  per  cent,  at  a time. — 
It  may  be  urged  by  the  ingenious  abstract  reason- 
ers,  on  the  mysteries  of  financiering  and  banking, 
that  the  farmers  are  not  obliged  to  barrow  of  the 
bunks;  they  can  let  alone  if  t!iey  please — and  for 
the  consequences  of  his  voluntary  acts,  a man  can 
blame  none  but  himself,  'Hie  position  is  true, 
provided  no  coaxing  or  temptations  are  used.  Yet 
after. all,  '‘lead  us  not  into  temptation”  is  the  wisest 
prayer  ever  put  into  the  mouth  of  man.  Nothing 
that  offers  an  extensive  alluremeKt  to  folly,  impru- 
dence, and  extravagance,  ought  ever  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  a wise  and  virtuous  legislator,  whose 
first  duty  it  is  to  guard  a people  against  factitious, 
and  unnecessary  temptations,  and  shield  them  from 
those  arts  which  cunning  and  unprincipled  men  use 
to  deceive  and  ruin  the  simple  and  the  unwary. 

Unless  I deceive  myself,  I have  now  pretty  clear- 
ly proved,  by  general  reasonings  founded  on  the 
nature  of  man,  which  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day 
and  forever, — as  well  as  by  facts  drawn  from  ac- 
tual experience  and  observation,  that  the  paper- 
system,  is  rapidly  undermining'  the  prosperity  of 
the  LANDED  INTEREST.  That  iLs  Inevitable  ojiera- 
tion  is  to  swallow  up  all  the  real  proper  y of  the 
nation,  as  it  has  done  in  England.*  The  same  con- 

*This  remark  deserves  most  serious  considera- 
tion. The  middle  class,  so  long  the  boast  and  glo- 
ry of  England,  has  been  swept  away  by  the  mo- 
dern flood  of  paper.  It  is  this  that  has  caused  affth 
part  of  thelaboring  population  to  becomepauprri — 
and  which,  if  it  lasts  a little  longer,  will  ^'restore'* 
to  that  country  tlie  “ancient  and  venerable”  feudal^ 
system,  in  fact,  if  not  in  form.  I have  a sk.?tch  ol 
an  article  prepared  to  shew  by  figures  pau- 
perism has  advanced  in  E.igland  pari  passu  wit;; 
the  increase  of  paper  money. 


184 


NILES’  EEGISTER— MAY  9,  1818— NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 


sequences  will  result  here.  The  farmers  will  be- 
come paupers,  and  the  laborers,  street  beggars, 
or  midnight  thieves.  Whether  1 have  succeeded 
or  not  however,  in  this  attempt,  1 hereby  invite,  the 
right  honorables  of  the  nation — the  lolly  uag  mkn 
—the  rigliteous  fraternity  of  brokers,  bank  direc- 
tors, speculators,  lottery  office  men,  legislativk 
coNVEHTs,  and  bribery  mongers— the  bribers  and 
the  bribed,  to  crawl  forth,  and  club  their  wits  to 
disprove,  vv^hat  I h.ave  thus  plainly  stated.  The 
nexuspapers,  which  are  silent  as  the  grave  concern- 
ing the  abuses  of  the  paper  system,  1 dare  swear 
may  be  made  vocal  like  Menmon’s  statue,  at  the 
touch  of  the  golden  roAj.  These  watchful  guar- 
dians of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  will 
doubtless  marshal  their  columns,  if  the  proper 
arguments  are  applied,  to  defend  these  calumniat- 
ed worthies,  and  help  to  bolster  a system,  so  admi- 
rably calculated  to  further  the  great  ends  of  all 
f^EEGiTiMATE  GovEHNMENTs”— beggary,  dependence 
and  roguery  on  one  hand, — inordinate  wealth,  ir- 
repressible insolence,  and  boundless  corruption  on 
the  other. 


Naval  Affairs. 

liepovt  of  the  naval  committee,  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
quire into  the  laxvs  governing  the  navy,  &c. 

April  1,  1818.  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred a resolution,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations  are 
jiecessary  and  proper  to  be  made  in  the  several 
laws  relating  to  the  government  of  the  navy;  also, 
the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  martial  lately 
held  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  trials  of  cap- 
tain Oliver  H.  Perry,  captain  John  Heath,  and 
captain  John  O.  Creighton;^  also  the  memorial  of 
certain  midshipmen  belonging  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean squadron,  addressed  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States, 

Report:  the  committee  have  examined  the  sever- 
al subjects  referred  to  them,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  general  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  navy  do  not  require  to  be  changed.  With  a 
'idew  of  ascertaining  whether  the  circumstances 
which  lately  transpired  in  the  Mediterranean,  have 
grown  out  of  a defect  in  the  law,  or  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  the  coinmittee,  after  an  atten- 
tive consideration  of  the  law,  and  of  the  several 
cases  determined  under  it,  think  the  defect  is  not 
in  the  law.  Their  attention  has  been  particularly 
drawn  to  the  3cl,  14th,  and  30»h  sections  of  the  act 
“for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States.’’  The  3d  section  of  said  act  is  in 
the  following  words:  “Any  officer,  or  other  person 
in  the  navy,  who  .shall  be  guilty  of  oppression, 
cruelty,  &c.  shall,  if  an  officer,  be  cashiered,  or 
suffer  such  other  punishment  as  a court  martial 
shall  adjudge,”  &c.  The  14th  section  of  said  act, 
is  in  the  following  words:  “iSTo  officer  or  private  in 

* We  have  mislaid  the  pamphlet  containing  the 
documents  relative  to  capt.  Creighton — but  the 
following  are  the  facts  of  the  case  as  recollected — 
Capt.  C.  was  charged  with  striking  a midshipman 
wi'h  a speaking  trumpet— it  appeared,  that  he  was 
not  sensible  of  having  done  so — that  if  lie  did  do 
it,  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  atten- 
tion, at  a time  when  considerable  activity  was  ne- 
cessary on  the  deck  of  the  ship;  and  he  totally  dis- 
avowed any  intended  insult  or  injury  to  the  person 
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the  navy,  shall  disobey  the  lawful  orders  of  his 
superior  officer,  or  strike  him,  or  draw,  or  offer  to 
draw  or  raise  any  weapon, against  him,  while  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  on  pain  of 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a court  martial 
shall  inflict.”  The  30th  section  of  said  act  is  in 
the  following  words:  “No  commanding  officer  shall, 
of  his  own  authority,  discharge  a commissioned  or 
warrant  officer,  nor  strike,  nor  punish  him  other- 
wise than  by  suspension  or  confinement,  &c.;  any 
commanding  officer  offending  herein,  shall  be  pu- 
nished at  the  discretion  of  a court  martial.”  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  punishment  denounced 
against  an  inferior  officer  for  striking,  &c.  his  su- 
perior, may  be  death  or  such  other  punishment  as 
a court-martial  may  adjudge;  whilst  for  a similar  of- 
fence committed  by  a superior  officer  against  an 
inferior,  the  punishment  is  such  as  the  discretion  of 
a court  martial  may  award.  In  these  two  articles, 
such  an  inequality  of  punishment,  is  supposed  by 
many  to  exist,  as  to  call  for  a change  of  the  law. 
This  impression  did  not  escape  the  attention  of  the 
committee;  but  on  mature  reflection,  they  were  led 
to  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  opinion — striking, 
drawing  weapons,  &c.  on  the  part  of  inferiors 
against  superiors,  in  military  bodies,  carries  along 
with  it  the  idea  of  insubordination  and  mutiny;  un- 
der such  circumstances  no  military  body  can  exist, 
or  if  it  exist  at  all,  it  must  be  to  purposes  worse 
than  useless.  It  is  believed,  that  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  nations,  who  had  correct  ideas  of  military  dis- 
cipline, the  power  to  punish  mutiny  with  death, 
has  been  vested  in  their  military  tribunals;  nor  do 
they  think  it  could  be  dispensed  with  in  this  go- 
vernment; for  they  believe  the  principle  to  be  cor- 
rect, that  in  free  governments,  the  rigor  of  milita- 
ry discipline  is  as  necessary,  perhaps  more  so,  as 
under  governments  of  a different  character;  and  it 
is  a circumstance  well  understood,  that  persons 
going  into  military  service,  part  for  the  time  with 
a portion  of  their  civil  rights.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
change  this  part  of  the  naval  regulations. 

Their  attention  was  next  drawn  to  the  opposite 
view  of  the  question.  Oppression,  and  striking 
inferiors  by  superiors,  are  punishable;  the  first,  by 
casliiering,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a court 
martial  shall  adjudge,  the  second,  at  the  discretion 
of  a court  martial.  This  part  of  the  subject  hav- 
ing given  rise  to  the  late  occurrences  among  the 
officers  in  the  Mediterranean,  claimed  and  receiv- 
ed the  u-ndlvided  attention  of  the  committee.  They 
examined  the  propriety  of  fixing  some  definite 
punishment  in  these  cases,-  such  as  a suspension 
for  a certain  length  of  time,  below  which,  no  court 
martial  should  be  at  liberty  to  go,  in  adjudging  the 
penalty  to  be  awarded  for  a commission  of  the  of- 
fence. But,  on  mature  consideration,  difficulties, 
which  the  committee  considered  as  great,  if  not 
insuperable,  were  believed  to  attend  such  a pro- 
vision. Let  us  suppose  that  such  is  the  law;  when 
the  case  comes  to  be  examined,  it  is  found  that  a 
number  of  circumstances  exist,  which  reduce  the 
offence  to  almost  nothing;  or  on  the  other  hand, 
circumstances  are  discovered  of  a character  so 
aggravated,  as  to  give  it  a very  different  complex- 
ion. Let  us  take  by  way  of  illustration,  the  two 
cases  of  captain  Perry  and  captain  Creigh- 
ton, both  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee:  in  the  former,  the  committee  see 
circumstances  of  a character,  which  in  their 
opinion,  would  have  justified  a much  more  rigorous 
sentence  of  the  court  martial  towards  that  officer, 
US  high  and  deserved  a favorite  of  his  country  as 
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he  was;  and  it  is  with  no  small  regret,  that  the 
committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  express  the  opinion. 
On  the  other  hand,  for  a charge  in  part  of  a simi- 
lar character,  the  charge  of  striking  midshipman 
Marston  by  captain  Creighton,  they  see  nothing  of 
•sufficient  importance  to  have  attracted  attention. 
Thus  situated,  numberless  shades  of  difference  at- 
tending almost  every  case  which  can  be  supposed 
to  occur,  the  committee  believe  that  fixing  by 
iaw  a minimum  pmiishment,  if  it  were  of  suffici- 
ent magnitude  to  have  any  effect,  would  be  impro- 
per. The  committee  think  a reference  to  our  civil 
trials  will  illustrate  this  part  of  the  subject.  Thus 
in  the  trial  by  jury,  that  body  exercise  an  entire 
discretion,  in  all  actions  of  assault  and  battery,  &c. 
and  graduate  the  penalty  to  the  offence,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  each  case.  It  is  also 
in  accordance  with  the  mild  character  of  the  cri- 
minal codes  of  most  of  the  states  composing  this 
union,  in  which  a scale  of  punishment  is  gradua- 
ted according  to  the  degree  of  the  offence.  The 
committee  know,  that  where  the  law  can  be  defin- 
ed with  propriety,  the  discretion  of  no  tribunal 
whatever  ought  to  be  as  much  relied  on,  as  proper 
legal  definitions.  They  have  stated  the  difficul- 
ties which  presented  themselves,  and  which  they 
find  of  such  a character,  as  to  induce  them  to  con- 
sider a change  unadvisable.  The  committee  also 
state,  that  it  would  be  with  much  reluctance  they 
would  relinquish  their  confidence  in  courts  martial, 
composed  of  those  officers  whose  conduct  has  so 
justly  merited  the  confidence  of  their  country. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  in  examining  the 
conduct  of  the  courts  martial  referred  to  them,  the 
path  of  their  duty  led  over  delicate  ground.  They 
know  that  no  law  which  they  could  recommend, 
would  operate  otherwise  than  prospectively,  and 
also,  that  they  have  no  power  to  reverse  or  unset- 
tle the  decisions;  but  these  proceedings  having 
been  referred  to  them,  as  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inquiry,  that  inquiry  having  in  fact 
grown  out  of  them,  they  have  thought  it  right  to 
express  the  opinion  they  have  done.  Indeed,  the 
body  to  which  the  committee  belongs,  and  who 
have  charged  them  with  the  inquiry,  constitute  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  whose  duty  it  is  on 
proper  occasions,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
highest  officers  of  the  government. 

The  committee  then  taking  into  consideration  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  cases  referred  to  them, 
trusting  that  the  officers  of  the  navy,  to  whom  are 
confided  the  important  duties  entrusted  to  courts 
martial,  with  a due  regard  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  ever  to  be  held  sacred  by  those  entrusted 
with  their  execution,  and  constituting  the  only 
criterion  between  free  and  despotic  governments, 
will  exert  themselves  to  heal  the  wounds,  with 
which  the  discipline  of  the  navy  has  been  at  least 
threatened;  a discipline,  so  admirable  in  itself,  and 
which  was  not  known  to  exist  till  its  effects  were 
witnessed  by  the  world,  and  which  once  lost,  the 
navy  itself  would  be  a useless  burden  on  the  com- 
munity; the  committee  trusting  that  these  highly 
and  important  considerations,  will  have  their  due 
and  proper  weight,  conclude,  by  recommending 
to  the  hous.ithe  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion; 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  further  consideration  of  the  several  subjects 
referred  to  them. 

After  tlie  foregoing  report  was  read,  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Va.  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  committee, 
pn  naval  affairs,  with  instructions  ‘'so  to  amend  the 
itet,  entitled ‘an  act  for  the  better  government  of 


the  navy  of  the  United  States,*  (approved  April  25, 
1800)  as  to  subject  the  superior  officer,  who  shall 
strike,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  raise  any  wea  - 
pon  ag^nst  his  inferior  officer,  to  a forfeiture  of 
his  commission,  and  dismission  from  the  service,’* 
He  spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  this  motion,  but  it 
was  negatived,  and  the  committee  was  discharged. 


Gen.  Harrison  and  Gov.  Shelby. 

Remarks  of  J\fr.  Dickerson,  in  the  senate,  JSfarc^ 

24,  on  the  resolution  for  a vi^te  of  thanks  to  gen. 

Harrison  and  go-o.  Shelby. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  agreeably  to  notice  given  yester-. 
day,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution  offering 
the  thanks  of  congress  to  major-general  Wm.  Henry 
Harrison  and  Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  of  Kentuc- 
ky, for  their  distinguished  bravery  and  good  conduct 
in  capturing  the  British  army,  under  the  command 
of  major  general  ProctOr,  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  5tli  of  October, 
1813. 

I should  not,  said,  Mr.  Dickerson,  at  this  late  day, 
highly  as  I think  of  the  merits  of  those  officers 
who,  in  co-operation  with  the  hero  of  lake  Erie, 
turned  the  tide  of  war  in  our  favor,  bring  forward 
the  present  resolution,  if  no  similar  attempt  had 
heretofore  been  made  in  their  favor,  but  would 
leave  their  fame  to  rest  upon  the  testimony  of  im- 
partial history,  which  has  already  done  ample  jus- 
tice to  their  characters. 

Two  years  ago,  a resolution  like  the  present, 
was  reported  to  this  house  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  military  affairs,  by  direction  of  that 
committee.  This  resolution  was  opposed  on  two 
grounds,  applying  solely  to  general  Harrison,  as  I 
have  been  informed  (for  I had  not  then  the  honor 
of  being  a member  of  this  body) — the  first,  that  an 
enquiry  was  at  that  time  depending  before  the 
house  of  representatives,  into  the  official  conduct 
of  general  Harrison,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
north  western  army,  upon  charges  which,  if  well 
founded,  were  calculated  essentially  to  injure  his 
character;  the  second,  that  a rumor  prevailed,  that 
general  Harrison  had  discovered  some  reluctance 
in  pursuing  Proctor  and  his  army,  after  Perry’s  vic- 
tory on  lake  Erie,  and  that  he  had  been  forced  to 
the  pursuit  by  the  remonstrances  of  governor  Shel- 
by, and,  that  this  information  had  been  derived 
from  the  declarations  of  governor  Shelby. — These 
charges,  utterly  unfounded,  as  they  turned  out  to 
be,  were  deemed  a sufficient  reason  for  postponing 
a decision  of  the  report  of  the  committee  until  the 
result  of  the  enquiry  before  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, should  at  least  be  known.  The  resolution, 
after  some  discussion,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee who  reported  it,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  As  the  session  was  near  to  its  close,  no 
further  report  was  made,  and  indeed  no  further  re- 
port could  with  propriety  have  been  made,  until  the 
investigation  before  the  house  of  representatives, 
should  be  brought  to  a termination.  This  did  not 
happen  till  the  23d  of  January,  1817,  a little  more 
than  a month  before  the  termination  of  a very  im- 
por\ant  session,  when  the  public  business  of  the 
most  pressing  kind,  required  the  entire  attention 
of  congress,  so  that  this  subject  could  not  with 
propriety  have  been  renewed  until  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

As  die  friends  of  general  Harrison  have  in  their 
power  completly  to  obviate  every  objection  hereto- 
fore made  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  it  is  their 
duty  to  bring  this  subject  gain  before  congress, 
more  espcciaiiy  as  the  journals  of  this  house,  if  left 
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tinexplained,  imply  a censure  upon  the  conduct  of 
general  Harrison,  which  certainly  was  never  intend- 
ed. T will  confess,  for  one,  from  a perusal  of  the  jour- 
nals of  this  house,  the  miltary  reputation  of  general 
Harrison,  sunk  in  my  estimation;  and  I believe  this 
confession  might  be  made  by  three  fourths  of  the 
citixens  of  the  United  States,  who  read  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  and  whohacfnotan  intimate 
knowledge  of  tlie  character  and  conduct  of  general 
Harrison.  I should  reproach  myself  for  having 
suffered  such  an  impression  to  be,  made  upon  roy 
mind,  if  the  means  of  correcting  it  had  also  been 
found  upon  our  journals;  those  journals  did  not 
then  afford  the  means  of  correct  information  upon 
this  subject,  nor  do  they  till  this  day. 

As  to  the  first  objection,  that  ah  investigation 
was  depending  in  the  house  of  representatives,  into 
the  official  conduct  of  general  Harrison,  the  result 
of  that  investigation  was  in  the  highest,  degree 
honorable  to  his  character.  The  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  general  Harrison  stood  above  suspi- 
cion of  being  implicated  in  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him,  and  that  in  his  whole  conduct  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  north  western  army,  he  was 
governed  by  a laudable  zeal  for,  and  devotion  to, 
the  public  service  and  interest. 

The  second  objection  made  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  if  well  founded,  was  calculated  to  give 
to  governor  Shelby  the  entire  and  exclusive  merit 
of  having  urged  the  pursuit  of  Proctor  and  his  ar- 
my. But  Shelby,  generous  as  he  is  brave,  dis- 
claims this  exclusive  merit,  and  in  a letter  which 
I will  beg  leave  to  read,  denies  in  the  most  posi- 
tive terms,  having  used  the  language  ascribed  to 
him,  and  he  gives  to  general  Harrison, the  highest 
praise  for  his  promptitude  and  vigilance  in  pur- 
suing Proctor;  for  the  skill  with  which  he  arrang- 
ed his  troops  for  meeting  the  enemy,  and  for  his 
distinguished  bravery  during  the  battle.  He  states 
that  the  duties  of  general  Harrison,  as  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  north  western  army,  were  in 
the  highest  degree  arduous;  but  that,  from  tlie  zeal 
and  fidelity  with  which  they  were  performed,  they 
could  not  have  been  committed  to  better  hands. 
— Of  these  particulars  no  one  could  know  better, 
no  one  could  judge  better,  than  governor  Shelby. 

I have  many  other  documents  and  papers  to  shew 
that  governor  Shelby  was  not  mistaken  in  the  state- 
ments which  he  has  made,  which  I will  read  if  any 
doubt  shall  be  expressed  upon  this  subject.  1 
trust,  however,  that  no  such  doubt  will  be  enter- 
tained, and  am  confident  that  honorable  gentlemen 
will  now,  upon  a full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  feel 
a pleasure  in  awarding  to  general  Harrison  that  tes- 
timony of  applause  which  a sense  of  duty  induced 
them  formerly  to  withhold. 

I shall  not  pronounce  any  encomiums  upon  the 
gallantry  of  the  venerable  patriot,  the  intrepid  he- 
ro, governor  Shelby.  His  distinguished  services 
during  the  late  war,  as  vrell  as  those  of  the  revolu- 
tionary, will  be  remembered  to  the  latest  posterity 
— of  him  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  who,  under 
the  command  of  general  Harrison,  achieved  the 
glorious  victory  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  one 
sentiment  pervades  the  union,  that  they  merit  every 
mark  of  distinction  which  congress,  and  a grateful 
country  can  bestow. 

Mr.  Dickerson  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  thanks  of  congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  major-general  William; 


Henry  H.arrison,  and  Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  < f 
Kentucky,  and  through  them  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  defeating  the  combined  British 
and  Indian  forces,  under  major-general  Proctor,  on 
the  I hames,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  fiftli  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
capturing  the  British  army,  with  their  baggage, 
camp  equipage,  and  artillery;  and  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  S'ates  be  requested  to  cause 
two  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of 
this  triumph,  and  presented  to  general  Harrison 
and  Isaac  Shelb}'^,  late  governor  of  Kentucky. 

Which  resolution  was  subsequently  unanimously- 
adopted. 

Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND.  &C. 

A London  paper  of  the  2rth  March  notices  the 
following  most  notable  scheme  to  increase  the  te- 
nants of  the  poor  houses.  It  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
money  making. 

“There  is  much  talk  here  of  a financial  plan  in 
contemplation,  by  which  the  stock  debentures  are 
to  be  issued,  and  also  stock  notes,  as  a circulating 
medium.  According  to  this  plan,  debentures  at  a 
fixed  rate  are  to  be  issued,  which,  at  any  given 
time,  say  two  or  three  years,  the  holders  may  have 
converted  into  stock,  without  being  liable  to  any 
depreciation  that  may  take  place  between  the  issue 
of  the  debenture  and  his  demand  to  have  it  con- 
verted into  stock.  The  stock  notes  proceed  upon  this 
principle:  if  a person  wishes  to  borrow  any  given 
sum  of  money  upon  his  stock,  he  pledges  his  stock, 
and  will  receive  the  sum  wanted  in  stock  notes, 
which  may  be  paid  away  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
bank  note.” 

A motion  to  sanction  the  act  of  the  ministry  as 
to  the  payment  of400,000Z  to  Spain  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  was  passed  in  the  house 
of  commons,  56  against  4.— 60  present.  Sixty 
members,  then,  appears  to  a be  quorum  of  the  six 
hilndred. 

The  London  Courier  seems  to  regret  that  the 
United  States  should  prohibit  all  intercourse  with 
the  British  West  India  colonies. 

The  princess  of  Wales  has  commenced  a suit 
against  the  assignees  of  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  for 
15,000Z.  lent  by  her  to  her  brother.  Payment  was 
resisted  on  the  idea  that  the  bonds  were  not  in  the 
hand  writing  of  the  late  duke. 

The  following  is  given  as  a correct  statement  of 
the  imports  of  grain  and  flour,  during  the  last  year, 
into  this  port: 

From  Isi  January  to  olst  Dec.  1817. 


WHEAT: 

From  Ireland 

44,747 

G.  Britain 

45,831 

Baltic 

53,509 

Other  parts  of  Europe 

50,430 

U,  States  and  S.  America 

14,844 

Quarters  wheat  199,361  or 

Bushels 

1,594,888 

Bbls,  of  flour  from  U.  States 

539,721 

The  army  supplies  for  the  present  year  were  voted 
March  2d  in  the  liouse  of  commons,  without  a divi- 
sion. The  establishment  is  considerably  reduced, 
the  number  of  the  land  forces  for  the  present  year,  i 
being  as  follows.  For  England  25,000;  for  Ireland  |j 
20,000;  for  the  British  contingent  in  France  20,126.  if 
/The  estimate  of  expense  is  6,494,290^.  being- less  j; 
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than  the  expense  of  the  last  year  by  188,027/. 
The  reduction  in  all  the  departments  of  the  mili- 
tary expenditure  is  418,000/. 

False  imprisonment. — At  the  last  Lancaster  assi- 
zes, held  at  Liverpool,  two  a©  ions  for  illegal  deten- 
tion were  tried.  The  first  .v  is  Lawton  versus  Mil- 
ler, the  chief  officer  of  the  Liverpool  police.  The 
plea  was  that  Lawton  who  was  about  to  proceed  to 
N,  York,  was  an  artificer.  The  second  was  Eroad- 
hurst  versus  the  same,  Broadhurst  was  to  accom- 
pany Lawton.  After  a trial  of  considerable  length, 
the  ju^*y  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintllfs  ttvo 
hundre'd  and  fifty  pounds  damages  aiul  forty  shillings 
cost,  in  each  case. 

Frotest  draiv7i  up  by  lord  Erskine,  and  signed  by  his 
Jfivdship  and  the  other  lords  as  below ^ and  entered  on 
the  journals  of  the  house  of  lords  against  theindem- 
nity  bill. 

Dissentient, 

Because  it  is  manifest  that  there  has  been  no 
widely  spread  traitorous  conspiracy,  nor  even  any 
extensive  disafiection  to  the  government,  since  the 
secret  committee,  whose  report  is  the  sole  founda- 
tion of  this  proceeding,  do  themselves  express 
their  satisfaction  in  delivering  their  decided  opi- 
nion, “that  not  only  the  couniry  in  general,  but  in 
those  districts  where  the  designs  of  the  disaffected 
were  the  most  actively  and  unremittingly  employ- 
ed, the  great  body  of  the  people  had  remained  un- 
tainted even  during  periods  of  the  greatest  internal 
difficulty  and  distress;”  stating  further  as  facts, 
“that  the  insurgents  were  not  formidable  by  their 
numbers,  though  actuated  by  an  atrocious  spirit, 
,and  that  though  the  language  used  by  many  per- 
sons engaged  in  this  enterprise,  and  particularly 
by  their  leaders,  left  no  room  to  doubt  that  their 
objects  were  the  overthrow  of  the  established  go- 
vernment, yet  that  such  objects  were  extravagant 
when  compared  with  the  inadeq'iate  means  which 
they  possessed;  and  that  not  finding  their  confede- 
rates bad  arrived,  as  expected,  to  their  support, 
and  that  in  the  village^  through  which  they  passed 
a strong  indisposition  being  manifested  against 
their  cause  and  project,  some  of  them  had  thrown 
away  their  pikes  before  the  military  appeared,  and 
that  on  the  first  shew  of  force,  had  dispersed — 
their  leaders  attempting  in  vain  to  rally  them.” 

2d, — Because  in  such  a state  of  things  so  con- 
solingly described  by  the  committee,  and  so  almost 
ludicrously  destructive  of  every  idea  of  an  armed 
rebellion,  or  dangerous  insurrection,  more  espe- 
cially against  a government  supported  by  such  an 
untainted  people,  and  such  an  imrhense  military 
force,  we  cannot  but  think  that  a different  and  less 
alarming  course  ought  in  wise  policy  to  have  been 
pursued,  and  that  tranquillity  might  have  been 
equally  restored  by  a vigoroivs  execution  of  the 
ordinary  laws  and  the  exertions  of  a vigilant  magis- 
tracy, without  any  suspension  of  the  public  free- 
dom, since  it  is  the  prompt  selection  and  speedy 
execution  of  a few  palpable  offenders,  rather  than 
delayed  proceedings  against  numbers  upon  doubt- 
ful testimony,  that  invest  the  courts  of  justice  with 
a salutary  terror  and  force. 

3d. — Because  the  departure  from  this  just  and 
judicious  mode  of  proceeding,  gave  an  indiscri- 
minate importance  to  the  accused,  whilst  it  ex- 
posed the  administration  of  the  government  to  J. 
dangerous  disrespect. 

4th. — Because  even  when  the  act  of  habeas  cor- 
pus is  suspended,  none  on  that  account  ought  to  be 
apprehended  upon  questionable  suspicion,  or,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  report,  upon  “such  expec- 
tations of  evidence  as  ministers  have  unavoidably 


relinquished,”  but  upon  such  grounds  only  as  would 
be  just  warrants  for  arrests  and  trials  in  ordinary 
times,  the  only  legal  effect  of  the  suspension  being, 
that  it  suspends  the  deliverance  of  the  accused; 
we  think,  therefore,  that  a general  indemnity  for 
such  numerous  and  long  imprisonments,  ought  not 
even  to  have  been  proposed  to  parliament,  until  an 
open  and  impartial  investigation  had  taken  place. 

5th. —Because,  from  the  mistaken  principle  of 
this  bill,  mUicious  and  meritorious  illegality  are 
equally  protected,  on  the  false  and  unfounded  as- 
sumption that  informations  ought  to  be  indiscrimi- 
nately and  perpenuiUy  secret,  but  even  if  we  could 
agree  that  whilst  traitorous  conspiracies  are  actu- 
ally in  force,  and  extraordinary  powers  are  in  ac- 
tion for  their  suppression,  secrecy  could  in  all  cases 
be  justified,  yet  we  never  could  consent  to  its  con- 
tinuance  after  order  was  restored;  the  laws  being 
then  sufficient  to  protect  good  subjects  for  having 
honesUv  di<=;charged  their  vduties,  and  because  hold- 
ing out  such  general  prospects  of  indemnity  Is  a dan- 
gerous encoviragement  to  mercenary  informers,  who 
make  an  infamous  traffic  in  the  lives  and  liberties  of 
mankind,  deceiving  and  disgracing  the  government 
whilst  they  betray  the  innocent  whom  they  accuse. 

6th. — Because  it  is  not  the  occasional  resort  to 
such  secret  and  impure  sources  of  evidence,  in  case 
of  obviotts  necessity,  but  the  systematic  encpurogejyient 
of  it,  which  we  conceive  is  sanctioned  by  tliis  bill 
that  we  protest  against  and  condemn,  since  the  suc- 
cessful prosecutions  of  the  worst  traitors  and  libel- 
lers can  bring  no  security  to  the  government  of 
this  country,  unless  the  conduct  of  its  minister.? 
and  of  its  parliament,  by  a faithful  adherence  to  the 
free  principles  of  the  constitution,  shall  constantly 
expose  tlie  malignity  of  their  treasons  and  the  false^ 
hood  of  their  libellous  complaints. 

Erskine,  J^tng, 

Auckland,  Carnarvon, 

Vassal  Holland,  Grosvenor, 

Eansdo7on,  Lauderdal^, 

Ttosslyn,  JVTontford, 

Aji  act  to  allow  British  goods  to  be  exported  direct 
from  this  country  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
upon  the  same  terms  as  when  e.xported  to  any  foreign 
country. — 75  Geo.  III.  cap.  58. 

Whereas  by  a convention  of  commerce,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
signed  at  London  on  the  third  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  in  article  the 
second,  it  is  provided  amongst  other  matters,  that 
no  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed  in 
either  of  the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of 
any  articles  to  his  Britannic  majesty’s  territories 
in  Europe,  or  to  the  United  States  respectively, 
than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the 
like  articles  to  any  other  foreign  country:  and 
whereas  by  an  act  passed  In  the  fifty-sixth  year  of 
his  present  majesty’s  reign,  entitled  “An  act  to 
carry  into  effect  a convention  of  commerce  conclu  - 
ded between  his  majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,”  it  is  enacted  that  upon  the  exportation 
from  the  united  kingdom,  of  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize  t!ie  growth,  production,  or  manu 
facture  of  the  said  united  kingdom  or  any  of  his 
majesty’s  territories  in  Europe,  direct  to  any  o f 
I the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
any  ship  or  vessel  built  in  the  said  states,  or  con- 
demned as  prize  there,  and  being  owned  by  sub- 
jects of  the  said  states,  and  whereof  the  master 
and  three-fourths  of  the  mariner.?  are  also  subjects 
of  the  said  states,  no  higlier  or  other  duties  shall  be 
paid  or  payable,  than  such  are  charged  or  inw 
posed  upon  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize, 
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when  exported  in  a British  built  ship  or  vessel, 
navigated  and  registered  according  to  law:  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  United  States 
of  America  should  be  placed,  with  respect  to  the 
duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  of  the 
produce  of  Great  Britain  exported  thither,  on 
the  same  footing  as  when  the  same  are  exported 
to  any  other  foreign  country  whatever;  be  it  there 
fore  enacted,  by  the  king’s  most  excellent  majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  same  , 
duties  shall  be  paid  or  payable  on  the  exportation  of 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  export- 
ed direct  from  thence  to  any  port  or  place  within 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
British  built  ships  owned,  registered,  and  navigat- 
ed according  to  law,  or  in  ships  built  in  the  United 
States  of  America  or  condemned  as  prize  there,  and 
being  owned  by  subjects  of  the  said  states,  and 
whereof  the  master  and  three-fourths  of  the  ma- 


Frankfon,  March  17.— According  to  the  last  ac- 
counts  from  Paris,  the  valuation  of  the  debts  to  be 
liquidated  is  finished.  They  amount  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  oTie  thousand  and  seven  hundred  millions 
francs. 

« SPAIN, 

O^A  “Liberal”  at  Gibraltar  has  sent  to  the  editor 
fi  Mercantile  Diary  of  Cadiz,  of 

me  26th  January  last,  containing  a letter  from  the 
American  consul  at  that  post,  Mr.  Bloomfield  (and 
dated  “consii/nfe  of  the  United  States f at  Cadiz, 
Jan.  26.)  detailing  the  account  received  in  the 
Cnited  States  of  the  capture  of  Gen.  Mina,  which 
important  netosf  he  “hastens”  to  communicate  to 
the  marquis  de  Castelldosrius  for  his  satisfaction, 
&c.  AVe  simply  mention  the  fact,  and  shall  not  trust 
ourselves  with  making  a comment. 

The  Russian  fleet  having  arrived,  Spain  talks 
largely  of  what  she  will  do  in  regard  to  her  revolt- 
ed  colonies.  Unaided,  she  has  not  the  power  to 
reduce  them  to  the  inquisition. 

According  to  letters  from  Madrid,  [received  at 
Bruxelles]  capt.  Van  Kulep,  who  made  his  escape 
prisons  of  the  inquisition,  had  succeed- 


riners  are  also  subjects  of  the  said  states,  as  are  or  by  dint  of  constancy  and  labor,  to  pierce  through 
shall  be  payable  on  the  like  exportation  to  any  a subterraneous  dungeon,  and  the  thick  wall  of  a 
other  foreign  country  whatever.  neighboring  cellar.  This  event  is  almost  unheard 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  his  majes- 
ty’s treasury,  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised  and  directed,  in  all 
cases  where  a greater  duty  has  been  charged  and 
paid,  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  to  the  United  States  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  than  has  been  paid  on  the  exportation 
to  any  other  foreign  country,  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  repaid. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  this  act  shall 


continue  in  force,  so  long  as  the  convention.between 
his  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  shall 
continue  in  force. 

FRANCE. 

It  is  said  that  the  recal  of  some  of  the  exiles  is 
decided  upon;  and  that  Soult  will  be  invested  with 
the  marshal’s  baton. 

Finances. — A report  made  by  the  committee  of 
finance  to  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  21st  of 
March,  estimates  that  the  amount  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  for  the  year  1818  will  be  f.  180,782,600 
For  the  ordinary  expenses  of  goveru- 
ment 

Extraordinary  expenses  of  do. 


Ferdinandish.  It  is  stated  in  a London  paper 
(March  3d)  that  agents  of  the  Spanish  government 
have  been  selling  in  England  special  licences  to 
trade  with  Fern  Crwr,-  and  after  many  had  been 
purchased,  for  valuable  considerations,  that  govern- 
ment issued  a decree  declaring  freedom  of  com- 
merce— and  rendering  the  licenses  of  no  value. 

(Cr’The  beggary  of  Spain  is  the  just  result  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  in  restoring  Ferdinand. 
The  government  and  the  people  are  alike  misera- 
ble and  poor— the  “royal  word”  of  the  fool  is  not 
worth  100  dollars.  The  schemes  resorted  to  raise 
10,  15  or  50,000  dollars  to  keep  the  troops,  &c. 
from  actual  starvation^  are  of  the  meanest  and  most 
pitiful  character— any  sort  of  a deception,  any  lie 
that  raises  the  wind  for  one  day,  is  the  act  of  a great 
statesman!— though  they  have  just  been  relieved 
by  the  400,000^  that  England  was  to  pay  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  The  fleet  from  Rus- 
sia has  already  been  laid  up  in  dry  dock,  to  rot  at 
leisure. 

ITALY. 

Earthquake  in  Sicily.-^On  the  20th  of  February 
last,  a violent  earthquake  was  felt  in  Sicily,  which 
occasioned  much  damage.  In  Catanea,  a great  part 
of  the  cathedral  and  of  the  seminary  were  shaken 
500,195,600!  down,  and  many  ecclesiastics  were  crushed  under 


312,268,422 


Total  993,244,022 

A proposed  reduction  of  the  expenses  of 
of  government,  will  leave  the  total 
amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year 
1818.  /.  974,289,878 

The  whole  amount  of  revenue  which 
it  is  estimated  will  be  received  this 
year,  is  about  753,000,000 

Reaving  a balance  unprovided  for  of 

about  221,000,000 

In  the  year  1816,*  there  w’as  consumed  in  Paris 
71,115  oxen,  3u6,967  sheep,  62,400  calves, 
4,136  cows.  In  1817,  69,626  oxen,  300,422  sheep, 
64,327  calves,  and  4,798  cows.  I’he  value  of  the 


their  ruins. — In  Zaffarana  the  people  were  assem- 
bled for  public  worship,  when  the  church  fell,  and 
crushed  the  preacher  and  fifty  persons  under  its 
ruins.  All  the  villages  on  the  sides  of  mount  Etna 
were  ruined;  but  as  the  houses  were  light  buildings 
few  lives  were  lost.  Rep.  Ad. 

GER.MANT. 

Frankfort,  Feb  .25.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  re- 
strictions imposed  on  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
of  the  establishment  of  the  censorship  in  the  grand 
duchy  of  Weimar,  the  gazette  of  Bremen  appear- 
ed in  mourning. 

(Xj^^A  new  age  of  barbarism  has  legitimately  com- 
menced in  Europe.  A master  spirit  must  end  it. 
There  is,  however,  a little  speck  of  consolation  in 
the  following — 

Bruxelles,  Feb.  24 — The  project  of  a law  respect- 


purchase  price  of  these  quantities  for  the  year 
amounted  1o  36,  359,249  francs— g7, 271, 849  50  ing  the  freedom  of  the  press,  has  been  rejected  by 
|pd  for  1817, 36,439;277  f. — ^7,307,855  60.  the  second  chamber  of  the  States  General.  One  of 
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the  orators  who  had'  spoken  against  the  project, 
chiefly  grounded  his  arguments  on  the  diplomatic 
declaration  made  by  the  earl  of  Liverpool  to  the 
minister  of  Bonaparte,  in  London,  to  wit,  that  the 
king  of  England  could  not  make  any  concession  to  a 
foreign  poiver  contrary  to  the  constitutional  freedom 
of  Mb  kingdom. 

SWEDEN. 

Paper  money  is  working  to  its  end  in  Sweden. 
Ten  persons  have  failed  at  Gottenburg  for  2,240,000 
dollars.  . 

Letters  from  London  state,  that  the  Baltic  was 
open  on  the  1st  of  March.  A circumstance  that 
has  not  occurred  for  two  hundred  years. 

TUBKET. 

A letter  from  Smyrna  of  Oct.  15,  1817,  states 
that  Ali  Pacha,  the  governor  of  Epirus  and  Thes- 
saly, some  months  since,  ordered  a beautiful  Greek 
lady,  named  Euphrosyne,  of  whom  his  eldest  son, 
Muctar  Pacha,  was  enamoured,  to  be  drowned  in 
in  the  sea  of  Jannina,  with  fifteen  of  her  female 
friends;hw%  as  none  of  his  subjects  would  execute 
his  commands,  he  had  the  barbarity  to  carry  them 
personally  into  effect. 

♦‘legitimate”  congbess. 

J^uremburgy  JMarch  4.  The  Journal,  the  Corres- 
pondent, contains  divers  conjectures  on  the  labors 
of  the  approaching  congress.  It  will  be  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  congress  of  Vienna,  and  of  all  the 
deliberations  which  were  interrupted  by  the  unex- 
pected events  of  1815;  the  mutual  advantages 
which  the  powers  may  agree  upon  relative  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation;  reciprocal  measures  to 
secure  the  duty  •which  nations  owe  each  other;  and  to 
suppress  the  licentiousjiess  of  revolutionary^  writers; 
to  establish  regulations  for  the  sale  of  national  pro- 
perty and  that  of  corporate  bodies  of  some  of  the 
German  states,  and  a multitude  of  other  European 
questions  will  be  the  object  of  discussions,  tend- 
ing to  confirm  the  happiness  of  the  people  and  the  re- 
pose of  empires  for  a long  series  of  years. 

LEGITIMACY. 

The  following  remarks,  from  Bell’s  London  Mes- 
senger, of  March  22,  are  worthy  of  reflection,  as 
shewing  that  the  much  talked-of“legitimacy”  of  the 
European  sovereigns  isfiy  themselves,  acknowledged 
to  be  an^  thing  or  nothing — “The  Bourbons  have 
followed  the  example  of  other  countries  in  recog- 
nizing the  accession  of  the  present  king  of  Swe- 
den. He  is  now  acknowledged  by  every  civilized 
power.  This  is  an  sera,  and  a very  important  one, 
in  the  history  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe.  It 
stands  forth  as  a precedent  and  an  example,  that 
the  absurd  notions,  hitherto  imputed  to  kings  and 
cabinets,  of  the  indefeasibility  of  regal  rights, 
have  happily  passed  away,  and  that  the  good  of  the 
people  is  acknowledged  to  be  of  equal  importance 
with  the  rights  of  descent.  As  fhis  principle  is  a 
real  gain  to  popular  liberty,  anti  on  the  other 
hand  does  not  encourage  any  source  of  anarchy, 
we  must  again  express  our  satisfaction  with  its 
recognition.” 

EAST  INDIES. 

We  have  long  accounts  of  certain  late  victories 
of  the  British  over  the  East  India  “patriots” — of 
whom  several  thousand  have  been  killed  off,  with 
very  little  loss,  and  many  guns  and  elephants  cap- 
tured, &c.  It  is  said  that,  in  their  recent  succes- 
ses in  India,  the  British  have  made  much  booty, 
[and  “beauty,”]  in  money,  jewels,  baggage,  ele- 
phants, camels,  horses,  military  implements,  &c. 
The  British  have  in  their  service  a body  of  troops 
mounted  on  dromedaries. 


The  ship  Hastings,  of  1705  tons,  and  intended 
for  82  guns,  was  lately  launched  in  India. 

HAYTI. 

A great  man  has  fallen.  Petion,  president  of 
the  republic  of  Hayti,  died  on  the  29th  of  March 
last,  deeply  regretted  by  the  people  as  a soldier 
and  a statesman,  and  lamented  as  a common  father. 
He  was  buried  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony, 
under  the  Liberty  Tree,  opposite  the  capitol,  his 
bowels  in  Fort  National,  and  his  heart  bequeathed 
to  his  daughter.  He  was  a great  man,  of  more 
wisdom  and  experience,  and  possessed  of  more 
honor  and  honesty  than  is  held  by  three  fourths  of 
the  “legitimates”  of  Europe,  combined.  After 
his  death,  the  senate  immediately  met  and  elected 
general  John  P.  Boyer  his  successor.  Every  thing 
remained  tranquil  and  orderly  at  our  last  accounts, 
the  15th  of  April. 

FBENCH  WEST  INDIES. 

Martinico  is  opened  for  the  reception  of  foreign 
flour  until  the  end  of  October  next. 

“SPANISH  AMEKICA.” 

Since  the  violation  of  the  blockade  of  Valparaiso, 
by  capt.  Biddle,  in  the  Ontario,  the  commander  of 
the  royal  squadron  has  agreed  to  take  it  off,  as  to 
national  vessels.  A very  valuable  American  ship 
would  have  been  captured  off  the  harbor,  had  not 
capt.  Biddle  sent  out  his  boats  and  towed  her  in. 
He  has  also  checked  the  practice  of  our  seamea 
in  leaving  merchant  ships,  in  violation  of  their  con- 
tracts, to  embark  on  board  of  the  privateers. 

The  royal  forces  in  Chili  have  been  strenghtened 
considerably — but  no  important  events  have  talcen 
place. 

Admiral  Brion  arrived  at  St.  Barts,  about  the  20th 
April.  A letter  from  that  island  says — “He  comes 
with  proclamations  of  Bolivar,  inviting  the  expe^ 
dition  of  part  of  three  regiments  from  England; 
(which  are  now  here,  waiting  for  advice,)  to  join 
him  under  very  flattering  prospects.” 

He  also  reports  the  general  success  of  the  pa- 
triots— and  stated  that  his  government  was  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States  respecting  Amelia,  and  that  privateering 
under  his  authority  had  ceased — all  armed  vessels 
were  to  be  commissioned  and  employed  for  public 
purposes  only. 

Gratitude!  Capt.  Dungan,  of  Baltimore,  whose 
humanity  induced  him  to  risk  his  life  and  proper- 
ty to  carry  off  the  affrighted  inhabitants  of  La- 
guyra  to  his  vessel,  during  the  late  apprehension 
of  the  approach  of  the  patriots,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward,— has  been  requited  by  malicious  prosecu- 
tions on  account  of  some  thefts  committed  by  his 
steward  (as  was  proved,)  whom  he  offered  to  de- 
liver up  to  the  civil  authority,  for  punishment. 
His  statement  of  the  case  has  almost  made  us  rea- 
dy to  s)ay  to  American  captains,  “when  the  patriots 
come  tp  retribute  the  murders  of  royalty,  stand  ye 
still  vKith  folded  arms,  and  let  the  work  go  on.” 

There  is  a report  that  the  British  government' 
had  asked  for  the  Island  of  Cuba  of  the  court  of 
Madridy  as  a set-off  against  the  debt  of  Spain. 

THE  FLOEIDAS. 

Ferdinand,  intending  to  sell,  or  expecting  to  be 
dispossessed  of  Florida,  is  carrying  on  a high  game. 
In  the  Aurora  of  Monday,  a letter  is  published, 
dated  Madrid,  Mp.rch  17th,  1818,  in  which  it  is 
stated  “that  since  the  seizing  of  Amelia  Island  by 
our  government,  Ferdinand  the  VHth  has  granted 
to  several  of  his  favorites  immense  tracts  of  land 
in  the  Floridas,”  and  gives  the  following  as  a trans- 
lation of  a transcript  from  the  Spanish: 
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Cession  of  land  inade  by  his  catholic  majesty  to  the 
duke  of  Allagon. 

‘*xVll  the  uncultivated  land,  which  has  not  alrea- 
dy been  granted  in  East  Florida,  and  which  lies 
between  the  banks  of  the  rivers  St.  Louisa  and  St. 
Johns  to  their  entrance  in  the  sea,  and  the  coast  of 
the  gulph  of  Florida  and  the  islands  adjacent,  with- 
in the  entrance  or  mouth  of  the  river  Hispuelos,  in 
the  26th  deg.  of  latitude,  following  its  left  bank  to 
its  source,  drawing  a line  to  the  lake  Macao  from 
thence  down  by  the  road  of  the  river  St.  Johns  to 
to  the  lake  Valdes,  striking  by  another  line  from 
the  northern  extremity  of  this  lake,  to  the  source 
of  the  Anaryna  following  its  right  bank  to  its  mouth 
by  the  28  and  25  degrees  of  latitude,  and  continu- 
ing along  the  coast  of  the  sea,  with  all  the  adjacent 
islands,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Hispuelos.” 
Cession  of  land  made  by  his  catholic  majesty  to  the 
Conde  de  Fongen  Rostra. 

*'A11  the  uncultivated  lands  which  have  not  al- 
ready been  granted  in  Florida,  comprized  between 
the  river  Perdido  to  the  west  of  the  Gulph  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  rivers  Amaruja  and  St.Johns,  from 
Popa  to  its  outlet  in  the  sea  to  the  eastward;  to  the 
northward  of  the  line  of  demarcation  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  the  southward 
by  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  including  all  the  desert 
islands  on  the  co.9St.” 

The  letter  further  states,  “the  duke  of  Allagon 
has  despatched,  it  is  said,  a Mr.  Serna  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.” 

A British  editor  says  the  U.  S.  will  get,  by  ac- 
quiring the  Fioridas,  a regular,  supply  of  pitch! 
mr!  turpentine!  masts!  and  ship  plank!  besides  live 
oak  that,  after  10,0  years  exposure,  acquires  a stony 
hardness. 

It  is  added  a?so~that  in  East  Florida  “there  is 
one  of  the  best  and  most  secure  harbors  in  Ame- 
rica, which  will  receive  from  50  to  100  sail  of  the 
line.” 


Lieut,  colonel  Armistead. 

Baltimore  mourns  the  loss  of  her  gallant  friend, 
lieut.  col.  Geouge  Armistead,  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
the  defender  of  Fort  McHenry,  on  the  memorable 
18th  of  September,  1814.  He  died  on  Saturday 
last  in  the  39th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  consigned 
to  the  “narrow  house,”  on  Sunday  with  every  tes- 
timonial of  respect,  that  a grateful  people  could 
bestow.  As  a Imsband,  father  and  friend  the  de- 
ceased stood  as  high  as  for  his  military  virtues. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  general  order  is- 
sued on  account  of  his  death. 

3d  division,  JSl.  M. — division  orders. 

It  has  been  the  will  of  Divine  Providence  to  take 
from  us  our  gallant-soldier  lieutenant  colonel  Au- 
MiSTEAD,  of  the  United  States  army,  who  endeared 
himself  to  us  by  his  virtues  and  ami.able  qualities, 
and  merited,  in  a very  eminent  degree,  our  grati- 
tude, for  the  distinguished  services  which  he  ren- 
dered to  his  country,  and  especially  to  this  city, 
in  tlie  glorious  and  successful  defence  of  Fort  Me 
Henry,  against  a powerful  and  well  conducted  na- 
val force,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1814, 

Throughout  the  whole  continuance  of  a bom- 
bardment, which  lasted  without  intermission  eigh- 
teen hours;  destitute  of  casemates  or  protection  of 
any  kind;  while  an  enemy,  who  lay  in  safety  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  guns,  directed  two  thousand  shells 
at  a magazine  which  he  alone  knew  not  to  be  bomb 
proof— he  maintained  tliat  calm  serenity  which 
marks  true  heroism,  united  with  a cheerfulness, 
alacrity  and  gaity  eminently  calculated  to  inspire 


those  under  his  command  with  his  own  magnani- 
mous courage  and  devotedness—To  this  conduct, 
on  his  part,  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  is  to  be,  in  a 
very  great  degree  ascribed. 

Such  merit  and  services  ought  to  be  rewarded 
in  life,  and  honored  in  death.  The  tear  of  the 
brave  ought  to  bedew  the  hero’s  tomb.  Public 
honors  should  hold  up  his  actions  to  the  imitation 
of  those  who  survive  him,  and  impress  his  charac- 
ter and  virtues  on  their  recollection. 

These  sentiments,  felt  in  all  their  force  by  the 
superior  officers  of  the  3cl  and  14th  brigades,  mak- 
ing part  of  this  division,  and  felt  in  common,  no 
doubt,  with  all  those  under  their  command,  induc- 
ed them  to  suggest  to  themajor-general  the  propri- 
ety of  paying  military  honors  to  the  deceased.  The 
major-general,  fully  participating  in  their  feelings, 
and  entertaining  the  highest  respect  for  the  de- 
ceased, whose  private  worth  and  virtues  were  well 
known  to  him,  most  readily  adopts  the  proposed 
measure,  and  issues  this  order  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  it  into  effect. 

Brigadier-general  Stekett  of  the  3d  brigade, 
will  detail  four  companies  of  infantry  to  unite  with 
the  United  States’  troops  from  fort  M'Henry,  sa 
as  to  complete  a battalion,  and  to  form  with  them 
the  escort,  under  lieut.  col.  Berry  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  the  intimate  friend  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Lieutenant-colonels  Steuart  of  the  5th,  Pechin 
of  the  6th,  Robinson  of  the  27th,  Edes  of  the  39th, 
Miltenberger  of  the  51st,  and  Heath  of  the  52nd 
regiments  of  infantry  will  attend  as  Pall-beai’ers. 

Brigadier-general  Sterett  will  detail  a detach- 
ment of  artillery  with  two  twenty-four  pounders, 
to  be  stationed  on  Federal  hill,  to  fire  minute  guns^ 

He  will  also  order  the  music  of  the  3d  brigade 
to  attend  the  procession. 

The  four  companies  of  artillery  that  served  in 
Fort  M'Henry  on  the  13th  September  1814,  under 
the  command  of  the  deceased,  will  be  detailed  by 
brigadier  general  Sterett  of  the  3d  brigade,  and 
brigadier-general  Heath  of  the  14th,  respectively, 
to  attend  the  corpse  as  mourners  with  side  arms — 
the  officers  with  crape  on  the  sword-hilt  and  left 
arm.  They  will  also  order  all  the  volunteer  corps 
of  their  respective  brigades  to  join  in  the  proces- 
sion in  full  uniform,  but  without  arms.  All  the 
officers,  generally,  of  both  brigades,  will  join  the 
procession,  with  side  arms,  and  crape  on  the  sword 
hilt  and  left  arm. 

The  officer  of  the  day  will  invite  his  excellency 
the  governor  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  with  his  suite,  to  attend 
and  join  in  the  procession. 

He  will  also  invite  major  general  Smith,  late  of 
the  3d  division,  who  commanded  during  the  attack 
on  Baltimore  in  September  1814 — Brigadier  gener- 
al Strieker,  late  of  the  3d  brigade,  who  command- 
ed in  the  action  at  North  Point,  and  during  the 
bombardment — Brigadier-general  Winder,  late  of 
the  United  States  army,  wlio  commanded  the 
U’oops  of  the  United  States  then  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  Baliimore — and  coL  Mitchell  of  the 
United  Slates  army,  now  stationed  at  Baltimore,  to 
iiUend  the  corps  as  mourners. 

The  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  brigadier 
general  Sterett  will  act  as  officer  of  the  day,  and 
direct  the  procession,  vvliich  will  move  at  half  af- 
ter 3 o’clock,  from  the  dwelling  of  Christopher 
Hughes,  esq.  By  order  otmai  general  Hadpeh, 
'll.  H.  PATTiLLO,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Baliimore,  April  25, 1818. 
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onDEn  or  puocessiox. 

Escort — Garrison  of  Fort  M‘llenry  and  four  com- 
panies of  volunteers  of  the  5th  regiment, 

3d  brigade,  under  command  of  lieut. 
col.  Berry,  of  the  2dRegt.  Art’y, 
ivith  arms  reversed  and  the  music  of  F.  J\'E Henry. 

CLERGY  AND  PHYSICIANS. 

CORPSE. 

Six  lieutenant  colonels  of  the  3d  and  IdZ/i 
brigades,  as  Pall  bearers. 
RELATIONS. 

The  four  companies  of  artillerists  who  served  un- 
der col.  Armistead  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  as  mourners. 

Volunteers  of  the  third  and  fourteenth  brigades. 
Company  officers  of  ditto. 

Brig.  gen.  ^eath  of  the  14th  brigade  and  suite. 
Brig.  gens.  Winder  and  Strieker. 

Maj.  gen.  Smith. 

Officers  of  the  navy. 

Major  general  Harper  and  suite,  accompanied  by 
Brig.  gen.  Swift,  of  the  U.  States’ 
army  and  suite. 

His  excellency  the  governor  and  suite,  accompani- 
ed by  major  general  Ripley,  of  the  United 
States’  army,  and  suite. 

Officers  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States. 

MAYOR  AND  CITY  COUNCIL. 

Marshal  of  the  district  and  U.  S.  attorney. 
JUDGES. 

Collector  of  the  Customs. 

CITIZENS. 

Brig.  gen.  Sterett,  of  the  3d  brigade  officer  of 
the  day. 

Clergy  and  congregations  of  the  African  churches. 

During  the  solemnities  of  the  occasion,  a de- 
tachment of  the  Istregt.  artillerists  of  the  3d  bri 
gade,  lired  minute  guns  from  Federal  Hill. 

The  procession  was  the  largest  ever  witnessed 
in  this  city  on  a similar  occasion — Several  respecta- 
ble strangers  attended. 

SeYeral  full  bands  of  military  music,  stationed  at 
different  points  of  the  long  procession,  added  much 
to  the  solemnities  of  the  occasion. 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  concerning  navigation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tember next,  the  ports  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  and  remain  closed  against  every  vessel  owned 
wholly  or  in  part  by  a subject  or  subjects  of  his  Bri- 
tannic m.a  jesty,  coming  or  arriving  from  any  port  or 
-place  in  a colony  or  territory  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, that  is  or  shall  be  by  the  ordinary  laws  of 
navigation  and  trade,  closed  against  vessels  owned 
by  citizens  of  tiie  United  States;  and  such  vessel, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  shall  have  touched 
at  or  cleared  out  from,  any  port  or  place  in  a colo- 
ny or  territory  of  Great  Britain,  whlcii  .shall  or 
may  be  by  tlie  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and 
trade  aforesaid,  open  to  vessels  owned  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  deem- 
ed to  have  come  from  the  port  or  place  in  the  co- 
lony or  territory  of  Great  Britain,  closed  as  afore- 
said, against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  from  which  such  vessels  cleared  out  and 
sailed  before  touching  at  and  clearing  out  from  an 
intermediate  and  open  port  or  place  as  aforesaid; 
and  every  such  vessel,  so  excluded  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  that  enter  or  attempt  to  en- 
ter the  same,  in  violation  of  this  act,  shall,  with 


her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with 
the  cargo  on  board  such  vessel,  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  aforesaid  thirtieth  of  September  next,  the 
owner,  consignee,  or  agent  of  every  vessel  owned 
wholly  or  in  part  by  a subject  or  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  which  shall  have  been  duly  en- 
tered in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  and  on  board 
of  which  shall  have  been  there  laden  for  exporta- 
tion any  article  or  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  other  than 
provisions  and  sea  stores  necessary  for  the  voyage, 
shal;,  before  such  vessel  shall  have  been  cleared 
outward  at  the  custom-house,  give  bond  in  a sum 
double  the  value  of  such  articles,  with  one  or  more 
suretie.s,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  that 
the  article  or  articles  so  laden  on  board  of  such 
vessel  for  exportation,  shall  be  landed  in  some  port 
or  place,  other  than  a port  or  place  in  a colony  or 
territory  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  which,  by  the 
ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  is  closed 
against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and  any  such  vessel  that  shall  sail,  or  at- 
tempt to  sail  from  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
without  having  complied  with  the  provision  afore- 
said, by  giving  bond  as  aforesaid,  shall  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  the 
article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden  on  board  the 
same  as  aforesaid,  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States: 
— Provided  ahvays,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  so  deemed  or  construed,  as  to  vio- 
late any  provision  of  the  convention  to  regulate 
commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  signed  the  third 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  form 
of  the  bond  aforesaid,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  department  of  the  treasury,  and 
the  same  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  and  riot 
otherwise,  by  producing  within  one  year,  after  the 
date  thereof,  a like  certificate,  to  that  required 
by  and  under  the  regulations  contained  in  the 
eighty-first  section  of  the  act  “to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports,”  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
that  the  articles  ot  the  growth,  produce  and  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States,  laden  as  aforesaid 
were  unladen  and  landed  co.nfbrmably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  or  in  cases  of  loss  by  sea,  by 
capture,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  such  other  proofs  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  said 
eighty-first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  iu 
the  manner  and  according  to  tlie  pr9visk>Tis  of  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States. 

H.CLAY, 

speaker  of  the  licase  of  representatives  . 

JOHNGAILLARD,  " 
president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
April  4,  1818.— Approved,  JAMES  MONROE, 

An  act  to  establish  the  Sag  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, that  from  ami  after  the  fourth  day  of  July 
next  the  flag  of  liie  United  Suites  be  thirteen  hori- 
zout.al  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white;  that  the 
upion  be  twenty  stars,  '.vhitq  in  a blue  field. 


192 


NILES’  REGISTER-MAY  % 1818— CHRONICLE. 


Sect.  2.  -^nd  he  it  further  enactedy  That,  on  the 
admission  of  every  new  state  into  the  union,  one 
star  be  added  to  the  union  of  the  flag;  and  that 
such  addition  shall  take  efiect  on  the  fourth  day  of 
July  then  next  succeeding  such  admission. 

H.CLA.Y, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 

April  4. 1818, —approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


CHRONICLE. 

Our  Mediterranean  squadron,  except  the  Pea- 
cock, was  at  Messina,  April  27. 

The  mail  robbers  are  now  under  trial,  before  the 
circuit  court  sitting  at  Baltimore.  On  Wednesday 
last,  being  brought  to  the  bai*,  and  called  upon  to 
answer,  they  remained  silent,  or  in  the  law  Ian. 
guage  stood  imtte.  The  presiding  judge,  Duval, 
ordered  the  plea  of  not  guilty  to  be  entered  for 
them,  and  this  day  is  appointed  for  their  trial. 

Fire.  The  house  in  which  William  Pe/zw  resided 
in  Philadelphia  had  its  roof  destroyed  by  fire,  a 
few  days  ago. 

JVew  York  city  election.  The  anti-Clintonians 
have  succeeded  in  electing  their  whole  ticket,  for 
congress  and  corporation  officers,  &c.  by  a large 
majority — about  1200. 

Mrs.  French  is  giving  concerts  in  Philadelphia 
and  her  fame  increases  daily. 

Public  lands. — By  proclamation  of  the  president 
©f  the  U.  S.  it  is  made  known  that  sales  of  some 
of  the  public  lands  in  Missouri  will  take  place  at 
St  Louis  and  in  Howard  county,  in  the  ensuing  au- 
tumn. 

The  late  gale. — We  are  concerned  to  state  [says 
the  {Baltimore)  Merchants’Coffee  house  books]  that 
nearly  all  the  floats  (rafts  with  plank,  scantling, 
&c.)  that  had  collected  during  the  winter  on  either 
bank  of  the  Susquehannah,  extending  nearly  to  the 
lakes,  with  between  5 to  6 millions  feet,  valued  at 
90  to  100,000  dollars,  after  braving  the  descent  of 
the  diflerent  falls,  &c.  in  coming  down  the  current 
on  their  way  to  this  market,  unfortunately  encoun- 
tered the  N.  W.  gale  of  Sunday  evening  and  Mon- 
day, and  were  driven  from  their  anchorage  near 
North  Point,  immediately  across  the  bay  to  Swan 
Point  and  the  neighborliood — several  of  them  met 
a similar  fate  at  tlie  head  of  the  bay,  and  were 
brought  up  at  Turkey  Point — of  the  number  en- 
gaged in  navigating  them  (about  50)  we  have  not 
heard  of  a single  life  being  lost. 

The  Protection  Society  of  Maryland  have  lately 
had  the  glory  to  release  a number  of  kidnapped 
black  people,  and  to  restore  them  to  freedom  and 
their  families.  May  heaven  prosper  the  work! 

The  season. — This  is  the  8th  day  of  May.  As 
yet,  as  a sedentary  man  and  confined  to  the  desk, 
the  editor  of  the  Registeu  has  observed  only  two 
days  in  which  fire  was  not  only  agreeable,  but  ne- 
cessary to  his  comfort. 

Bay  fishers. — It  was  computed  that  two  millions 
of  herrings,  besides  a great  number  of  shad,  were 
taken  in  one  dayy  the  29th  ult.  near  Havre  de  Grace, 
Maryland, 

Extraordinary  We  understand,  (says  a 

Boston  paper)  that  the  brig  Rambler,  recently  ar- 
rived at  Providence,  brought  iiome, Canton, 
90,000  dollars  in  specie!  Such  had  been  her  suc- 
cess in  a trading  voyage,  that  the  above  sum  was 
over  after  the  purchase  of  her  cargo  at  Canton. 
The  R.  performed  a voyage  round  the  world  in 


fifteen  months  and  ttventy  days.'  Seven  months  and 
ten  days  of  the  time  she  lay  in  port. 

Forward.  The  Washington  City  Gazette  informs 
us  that  a military  post  is  about  to  be  established 
at  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Stone  river,  which  empties 
into  the  Missouri  about  1800  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  latter*  The  object  seems  to  be  to  controul 
the  communications  of  the  Indians  within  our  ter- 
ritories, with  the  north  west  and  Hudson’s  bay 
companies,  and  will  also  protect  our  own  traders. 
Two  additional  intermediate  posts,  betwixt  fort 
Clark  and  the  Yellow  Stone,  are  also  contemplated. 
Maj  .Bradford,  with  200  riflemen,  it  is  said,  will  be 
immediately  ordered  to  proceed  to  establish  the 
new  post.  As  one  of  the  soldiers  might 

carry  paper  enough  in  a knapsack  for  the  purpose 
— would  it  not  be  well  to  establish  a bank  on  the 
Yellow  Stone  before  they  build  a fort.?  If  the  sava- 
ges should  come,  headed  by  the  famous  Dixon,  or 
instigated  by  the  ‘'noble  Selkirk,”  who  knows 
what  might  be  effected  by  throwing  a few  reams 
of  bank  notes  at  the  "tawney  rogues.?” 

The  Batture.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Edward  Li- 
vingston has  sold  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  his  right  to  the  celebrated  BatturCy 
for  the  sura  of  250,000  dollars. 

another  INDIAN  BATTLE. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  gen.  William  Mclnioshy  coni'- 
manding  the  Creek  warriors,  to  1).  B.  Mitchell, 
esq.  agent  for  Indian  affairs. 

Camp,  30  miles  from  Mickasuka,  (on  the  way  to> 
Sawanee,)  13th  Axml,  1818.  y 

Sir — Since  I left  you  I have  not  sent  you  a talk 
of  what  we  have  done,  and  I now  send  you  this. — 
I heard  yesterday  of  Peter  McQueen  being  near 
the  road  we  were  travelling,  and  I took  my  warri- 
ors and  went  and  fought  him.  There  seemed  to  be 
a considerable  number  collected  there.  When  we 
first  began  to  fight  them,  they  were  in  a bad  swamp, 
and  fought  us  there  for  about  an  hour,  when 
they  ran  and  we  followed  them  three  miles.  Tliey 
fought  us  in  all  about  three  hours.  We  killed 
37  of  them,  and  took  98  women  and  children  and 
six  men  prisoners,  and  about  700  bead  of  cattle 
and  a number  of  horses,  with  a good  many  hogs 
and  some  corn.  We  lost  three  killed  and  had  five 
wounded.  Our  prisoners  tell  us  that  there  w'as 
120  warriors  from  six  different  towns.  From  what 
we  saw,  I beleive  there  was  more  than  they  say,  a« 
some  of  our  prisoners  say  there  was  200  of  them. 
Tom  Woodward'*’  and  Mr.  Brown,  and  your  son,  our 
agent,  and  all  the  white  men  that  live  in  our  coun- 
try were  with  us  through  the  whole  fight,  and 
fought  well.  All  my  officers  fought  so  well  I do 
not  know  which  is  the  bravest.  They  all  fought  like 
men  and  run  their  enemies.  Gen.  Jackson  waited 
for  us  about  six  miles  from  where  we  fought. 
After  the  fight  I went  and  joined  him,  apd  we 
are  going  this  morning  to  fight  the  negroes  toge- 
ther. t;They  are  at  Sawannee,  and  we  shall  be  there 
in  four  days.  There  was  among  the  hostiles  a wo- 
man that  was  in  the  boat  where  our  friends  the 
white  people  were  killed  on  the  river  below  Fort 
Scott.  We  gave  her  to  her  friends — her  husband 
and  father  are  with  general  Jackson — major  Kin- 
nard  took  her  himself.  This  is  all  1 have  to  tell 
you.  I wish  you  would  send  a copy  of  this  to  the 
Big  Warrior  and  Little  Prince. 

Yonr  friend, 

WH.LIAM  McINTOSH, 

Brig.  gen.  comm’g  C.  W. 
D.  B.  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  I.  Jl. 

*Maj.  Woodward,  of  Baldwin. 
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Banking. — The  eloquent  essay  on  “the  paper- 
system,”  inserted  in  the  present  sheet,  is  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  deliberate  examination  of  our 
readers.  It  appeals  with  great  power  to  the  sober 
reason  of  the  people,  and  will  make  a lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  many.  The  public  at- 
tention is  much  excited  to  a consideration  of  this 
subject,  for  it  comes  home  to  every  man’s  fire  side, 
and  the  end  will  be  happy.  The  terror  of  the  pa- 
per aristocracy  is  every  hour  declining,  and  the 
people  begin  to  enquire  why  it  is  that  the  managers 
of  banks  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  same  rule 
of  law  and  equity  that  governs  society  at  large 
This  enquiry  will  lead  to  safety;  and  the rag'  ba^ 
rons,’"  with  their  oppressive  feudalities,  will  be  re- 
duced to  the  level  of  other  men.  A brief  narrative 
of  a fact,  which  I have  attached  to  this  essay,  will 
serve  as  a type  of  the  iniquities  gendered  by  these 
establishments,  and  I am  daily  disgusted  with  some 
new  evidences  of  corruption,  not  less  reprehensi 
ble  than  that  I have  given  some  account  of : but  so 
great  is  the  dread  of  those  unfeeling  “aristocracies,” 
that  firmness  is  yet  wanting  to  support  me  in  estab- 
lishing them  in  the  pointed  manner  that  I would 
wish  to  do.  However,  this  consolation  is  felt,  that 
the  dastardly  fear  to  tell  wholesome  tnith  is  declin- 
ing; and  a hope  is  enjoyed  that  we  shall  soon  weigh 
the  banks  and  bank  directors  in  the  same  scale  by 
which  we  regulate  the  poorest  and  meanest  of 
the  community. 

So  much  is  said  on  the  subject  of  banking  in 
this  number  that  a few  figures  which  we  had  prepar- 
ed about  the  grand  speculation  must  lie  over.  Among 
other  curious  things  belonging  to  that  institution 
it  may  be  well  now  to  mention,  that  at  least  six,  if 
not  se’oev^  millions  of  its  capital  stock  (yes,  **ca- 
pital  stock!”)  may  exist  in  little  bits  of  paper  call- 
ed s^oc/c  noifes,  signed  by  individuals!  yes— by 
fiix  persons,  who  instead  of  adding  one  cent  to 
the  capacity  of  the  “rm/iowaZ”  money  manufactory 
to  money,  have  really  drawn  from  it  one  fourth 
more  than  said  amount  of  capital  stock — stock 
notes  being  discounted  at  one  hundred  and  twenty 
five  dollars  a share,  to  prevent  a glut  in  the  market, 
and  to  enable  the  mammoth  speculators  to  realize 
their  gains  by  moderate  sales  to  the  unwary.  Ma- 
ny deep  laid  schemes  are  now  operating  to  get  off’ 
tlie  stock  thus  paid  for.  Lots  of  it  are  bandied 
about  from  broker  to  broker— a bid  here  and  a bid 
there,  just  as  a skilfxd  auctioneer  gets  bids  from 
a crowd — a real  purchaser  gives  a bid  and  it  is 
knocked  down  to  him  before  he  has  time  to  recol- 
lect himself:  he  repents  at  leisure,  as  a victina,— 
or,  enraged,  becomes  an  accomplice  in  the  gamb- 
ling. It  is  impossible  that  the  stock  of  this  institu- 
tion, even  if  the  paper  system  continues  to  flourish,  can 
be  worth  more  than  120  or  125  dollars  per  share, 
as  a regular  investment  of  money. 

(Xj^For  a very  important  proposition  to  encourage 
and  establish  national  literature,  see  page  199. 


History  of  the  General  Index. 

As  many  gentlemen  seem  impatient  at  the  delay 
of  the  publication  of  the  intended  General  Index 
for  the  first  series,  or  twelve  volumc.s  of  the 
Yor.  XIV. 14. 


Weekly  Register,  and  as  our  interest,  as  well  as 
our  feelings,  are  considerably  affected  by  such  de- 
lay, the  following  brief  history  of  this  most  labo- 
rious undertaking  may  not  be  without  its  use. 

It  was  originally  proposed  to  publish  an  index 
for  the  first  ten  volugnes,  but  circumstances  need- 
less to  detail  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  do  so, 
and  it  was  concluded  that  twelve  volumes  should 
complete  the  series  for  it.  Preparations  were 
made,  an  intelligent  person  was  employed  to  make 
but  the, index— the  effort  caused  an  expenditure  of 
^300,— yet  the  manuscript  was  rejected  as  waste 
paper  the  moment  it  was  produced. 

The  editor  then,  by  snatching  labor  from  the 
time  that  should  have  been  devoted  to  his  natural 
rest,  next  took  up  the  business  and  waded  through 
4 or  5 volumes,  when  his  attention  was  diverted  by 
more  imperious  objects,  and  it  was  laid  aside:  this 
was  also  finally  rejected,  having  quarrelled  with  its 
plan  and  execution. 

The  next  thing  was  to  devise  a scheme  more  per- 
feet  than  eithjer  of  the  former— to  combine  certain- 
ty of  reference  with  clearness  as  to  facts  desired; 
and  at  length  it  was  fixed  upon —it  was  resolved 
to  make  it  an  analectical,  so  as  to  contain  in  itself  a 
brief  notice  of  the  most  important  facts  and 
papers  in  the  work,  with  (as  occasion  might  re- 
quire it,)  two,  three,  four,  or  even  five  notices  of  the 
same  article  under  different  lieacls,  if  they  would 
admit  of  it,  or  were  of  sufficient  interest  to  de- 
mand it.  Otherwise /wZZi/  engaged,  the  editor  could 
not  himself  undertake  this  tremendous  task:  after 
several  fruitless  ejideavors  to  obtain  a id,  a literary 
gentleman  presented  himself  that  seemed  io  be 
every  way  qualified  for  the  work — he  undertook  it, 
labored  at  it  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours  per  day  for 
four  months,  and  delivered  to  us  the  MSS.  com- 
plete, as  he  believed,  for  the  first  ten  volumes  only. 
He  was  liberally  satisfied  for  his  labor. 

But,  on  more  closely  examining  llte  mass  of  uiaL 
ter,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  wanted  some  or 
perfect  patience  and  solemn  drudgery  which  was 
so  needful  to  tlie  undertaking;  and  independent  of 
the  labor  (4"  adding  the  contents  of  the  lltl.  and 
12th  volumes,  it  was  found  to  be  indispensable  that 
the  whole  should  be  carefully  read  over  and  par- 
tiallv  examined— that  a large  part  should  be  re- 
moulded, and  many  of  the  longest  items  re-ar- 
ranged and  re-written  altogether! — Further  delay 
was  ruinous  of  the  purpose,  and  the  editor  resolv- 
ed at  every  hazard  and  degree  of  fatigue,  to  com- 
plete and  speedily  publish  this  index.  It  is  now  in 
the  press  and  is  pushing  forward  as  fast  as  it  oxtgh: 

to  be.  . rsr-  , 

There  is  not,  perhaps,  one  man  m fifty  thousand 
who  can  at  all  estimate  the  labor  attending  this 
publication,  from  first  to  last.  We  are  ourseives 
really  astonished  at  the  volunae  of  facts  contained 
in  the  closely  printed  pages  of  the  Register.  But 
if  it  accomplishes  the  purposes  designed  and  gives 
that  increased  value  to  the  work  which  is  hoped  for, 
we  shall  not  repent  either  the  toil  or  the  expense 
attending  it.  The  editor  trusts  tH|kt  this  brief  ex- 
position will  satisfy  those  who  have  complained  of 
delay.— The  greater  part  of  the  impression  is  en- 
gaged, and  those  wlio  do  not  apply  fur  copies  about 
or  before  the  middle  of  June  next,  ar^  warned  that 
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tliey  may  tliereafiev  be  disappointed.  The  price  is 
^3  for  the  Index,  in  sheets — it  ought  to  have  been 
not  less  thim  ^.5,  to  which  it  will  probably  be  rais- 
ed, hereafur. 


Tlie  Paper  System— No.  IV. 

ADI'IUCSSEB  'i'O  THU  >:i)lTOK  OP  THE  REGISTER. 

Sir, —In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  when  by 
the  instrumentality  of  commerce,  the  wants  of  one 
ration  are  supplied  from  the  superHuities  of  ano- 
tlier,  a cc untry  where  labor  and  materials  are  cheap, 
w']\\  always  be  able  to  ruin  the  manufactures  of  one, 
in  whicli  they  are  dear,  by  underselling  them  in 
their  own  market.  Before  I apply  this  great  and 
undeniable  truth  to  the  subject  of  my  present  en- 
quiry, I will  distinctly  premise  that  1 do  not  mean 
to  enter  upon  the  question  which  has  excited  so 
17  uch  discussion,  as  to  tliC  possibility  of  the  United 
States  becoming  id  their  present  situation,  a great 
rrianufactui  ing  nation.  My  object  in  this  paper, 
is  to  enquire  into  the  eflects  of  the  great  taper 
BTSTSM  on  a particular  class  of  the  community, 
and  1 wish  sedulously  to  avoid  the  discussion  of 
any  other  topic,  that  may  weaken  the  effect  of  my 
statements,  by  exciting  opposite  opinions,  on  mat- 
ters  having  no  particular  relation  to  my  present 
subject.  'With  this  explanation,  I shall  proceed, 
tvjth  my  undertaking. 

Ii  is  not  necessary  I trust  to  offer  arguments  to 
prove  that  the  value  of  money,  has  depreciated  in 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  countless 
millions  of  paper  dollars  now  in  circulation,  since 
the  experience  of  every  man  will  demonstrate  this 
truth.  Neither  is  it  worth  while  to  detain  you 
with  proofs  that  the  prices  of  labor,  and  of  raw 
materials  have  greatly  increased,  although  not  in 
an  equal  ratio,  particularly  the  former. — The 
same  experience  is  here  also  amply  sufficient.  Now, 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  cannot 
meet  this  rise  in  labor,  and  raw  materials,  by  a 
corresponding  price  for  their  manufactures, , be- 
cause while  tlie  market  is  open  to  foreign  nations, 
not  blessed  wdtli  such  a redundancy  of  paper,  and 
wdiere  of  course  every  thing  is  cheap  but  money, 
will  immediately  come  into  our  markets,  and  un- 
dersell them.  Poor  nations,  can  always  undersell 
rich  ones;  ford  this  is  one  of  the  great,~I  speak  se- 
riously sir, — one  of  the  many  great  blessings  of  na- 
tional poverty.  I’here  are  but  two  w^ays  to  protect 
domestic  manufactures  in  such  a case:  the  oire  is 
to  put  down  the  paper  system  and  thus  restore  the 
old  value  of  money; — the  other,  high  duties  and 
prohibitions  on  foreign  goods  to  prevent  their  intro- 
duction. 

Laws  prohibiting,  or  duties  greatly  enhancing 
the  price  of  foreign  maufactures,  may  indeed  force 
the  people  to  buy  domestic  ones;  and  they  will  also 
enalde  the  manufacturers  at  home  to  hold  them  at 
a price  corresponding  with  that  of  labor,  and  raw 
materials.  But  these  prohibitions  are  manifestly  un- 
just to  every  other  class  of  the  community,  for  there 
exists  no  social  tie  binding  one  body  of  men  by 
tl'.eir  necessities,  to  purchase  of  another  at  a great 
price,  what,  if  things  v/ere  left  to  their  natural 
course,  they  could  procure  on  much  more  reasona- 
ble terms.  Men  are  not  called  upon  to  make  such 
sacrifices  to  each  other,  by  any  obligation  of  the 
social  compact,  vvliich  never  demands  of  all  tlie 
otlier  classes  ofUhe  community  to  become  tributa- 
ry to  one.  It  is  at  once  establishiiig- a 
order,  incon.patibie  with  tiie  spirit  of  all  our  insti- 
tutions. But  even  if  this  were  not  the  case,  it  is  not 
liJ/bq^xpccted  that  the  representatives  of  the  dif- 


ferent classes  of  people  in  the  United  States,  will 
ever  be  induced  to  levy  so  great  a tax  on  their  con- 
stituents, until  a majority  of  their  constituents  shall 
be  manufacturers. 

If  these  general  premises  are  true,  it  results 
that  the  only  practicable  remedy  for  the  distresses 
so  loudly  complained  of  by  the  manufacturers,  is  to 
put  down  the  great  paper  system,  by  the  free  and 
sovereign  will  of  the  people — by  whose  sufferance 
alone  it  exists,  and  on  who.'se  senseless  credulity  it 
alone  is  sustained.  This  will  at  once  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  country  from  a nominal  to  a real 
standard — consigning  it  to  flow  as  it  was  wont  to 
do,  tlirough  regular  channels  from  which  it  is  now 
diverted--^and  giving  a real  value  to  real  money, 
that  will  at  once  bring  down  the  nominal  price  of 
labor  and  of  every  tiling  essential  in  manufactures. 
And  here  it  becomes  necessary  to  expose  the  tWT> 
great  fallacies  of  the  paper  system — the  pillars  on 
which  it  rests.  The  one  is,  that  the  depreciation 
of  money  operates  in  a circle — that  is  to  say,  that 
the  corresponding  plenty,  makes  amends  to  all 
classes,  for  the  diminution  in  its  value;  and  the 
other,  that  the  facility  of  procuring  a false  capital 
by  bank  discounts,  makes  ample  amends  for  the 
diminuation  of  value  on  the  real  one.  I shall  pro- 
ceed to  demonstrate  that  both  these  proposiiions 
are  eminently  false  with  respect  to  the  manufactu- 
rers; and  in  a future  letter,  1 trust,  I shall  equally 
prove  them  fallacious  in  their  application  to  every 
other  class  of  the  community,  except  that  which 
always  prospers,  in  the  decay  of  a nation — the 
honorable  band  of  brokers  and  speculators. 

To  disprove  the  first  it  is  only  necessary  to  re- 
peat, that  the  domestic  manufacturers  of  goods, 
cannot  keep  pace  with  the  high  price  of  l^j,hor  and 
raw  materials,  because  the  poorer  nations  Will  un- 
dersell them.  Consequently  as  they  cannot  sell 
their  goods  without  loss,  the  more  goods  they 
manufacture,  the  greater  will  be  their  loss;  and 
thus  the  means  of  extending  their  business  afford- 
ed by  the  great  plenty  of  rags,  and  the  facility 
of  procuring  them  from  the  banks,  only  precipitates 
their  ruin. 

But  there  is  yet  another  point  in  which  this  sub- 
ject is  to  be  viewed.  Nobody  that  I have  ever 
heard  of,  has  ventured  to  boach  the  absurdity,  that 
the  depreciation  of  money  actually  increases  either 
the  value  of  labor,  or  of  real  properly.  The  only 
adv.-iiitage  then  resulting  from  the  great  plenty  of 
depreciated  money,  must  be  the  facility  in  pro- 
curing, by  means  of  tliis  plenty,  an  additional 
capital,  which  is  done  by  borrowing-  of  the  banks, 
or  brokers,  now  the  only  lenders.  1 will  therefore 
proceed  to  shew,  how  tlie  decrease  in  the  value  of 
money  operates  entirely  to  tlie  disadvantage  of  the 
borrower.  It  would  seem  indeed,  and  it  is  tlius 
argued  by  tlie  defenders, — for  it  has  no  advocates — ■ 
of  the  paper  system— that  if  the  borrower  pays 
the  interest  and  principal  of  his  loan,  in  the  same 
depreciated  medium,  he  sustains  no  loss  by  its  de- 
preciation. This  reasoning  is  utterly  unfounded, 
as  I will  proceed  to  demonstrate.  Tlie  use  of  mo- 
ney, is  always  more  profitable  to  the  borrower, 
than  the  lender — that  is  to  say,  the  former  can  so 
apply  it,  as  to  make  it  produce  a greater  interest 
than  he  pays — else  there  would  be  no  advantage  in 
borrowing,  and  the  argument  I am  combarting 
would  fall  to  the  ground  of  itself.  The  borrower 
i.s  enabled  to  do  this,  either  by  the  profits  of  his 
own  labor,  or  the  labor  of  those  he  employs.  This 
is  what  is  called,  proructive  eabou — the  only  real 
source  of  nation.al  wealth.  It  is  here  the  paper 
system  pinches.  It  is  in  the  sensible  elimination  of 
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the  value  of  this  productive  labor,  that  the  perni- 
c:  ’ms  operation  of  this  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
money  is  most  clearly  distinguished,  upon  a close 
investigation.  This,  however,  is  the  obscure  part 
of  the  subject,  and  as  genet*al  reasonings,  on  in- 
tricate subjects  are  apt  to  be  rather  indistinct,  I 
will  endeavor  to  make  my  meaning  plain,  by  a plain 
example.  1 am  anxious  to  shew  to  tiie  people  of 
this  abused,  swindled  nation,  what  this  boasted 
advantage  is,  which  is  thus  supposed  to  over- 
balance the  evils  of  a ragged  depreciated  curren- 
cy— worthless  in  proportion  to  its  plenty — and 
bearing  no  specific  equal  value  at  any  two  places, 
— for  the  present  enjoyment  of  having  their  honest 
gains  diminished  by  the  plenty  which  surrounds 
tiiem,  and  for  the  consoling  prospect  of  a relief 
from  these  evils  by  a bankruptcy  tea  times  more  ex- 
slve  in  its  consequences,  than  the  downfall  of  con 
TiNEXTAL  money;— for  the  oppressions  of  an  up- 
jstart  unprincipled  aristocracy  that  grinds  them 
to  dust;  and  for  the  facilities  afforded  a useless, 
nay  pernicious  band  of  brokers  and  speculators, 
the  despicable  progeny  of  a despicable  system,  in 
picking  their  pockets. 

Suppose  i borrow  a hundred  dollars,  for  wliich  I 
pay  seven  per  cent,  per  annum — you  perceive  I don’t 
mean  to  borrow  of  a broker!  I am  enabled  by  my 
productive  labor  to  employ  this  money,  so  as  to 
make  it  produce  me  fourteen  per  cent.  The  sur- 
plus seven  per  cent,  is  my  clear  gain;— it  is  from 
the  sweat  of  my  brow,  the  labor  of  rny  hands — and 
on  such  gains  I live.  But  if,  this  value  of  my 
productive  labor,  is  depreciated  one  half,  instead 
of  seven  percent,  I virtually  gain  but  three  and  a 
half,  and  the  difference  is,  that  instead  of  being 
enabled  to  live  comfortably,  I starve.  But  this  is 
not  all — there  is  something  yet  to  come.  Not  only 
the  worth  of  my  labor,  but  the  worth  of  my  bor- 
rowed hundred  dollars,  is  diminished  one  half,  by 
this  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money.  I cannot 
buy  half  the  raw  materials  with  it,  that  I could 
twenty  years’  ago,  and  consequently  my  business 
suffers,  first  by  the  depi  eciation  of  my  profit,  and 
secondly— by  the  depreciation  of  the  means  by 
which  1 extend  my  busine.ss.  But  here  again  comes 
in  the  circular  system  of  reasoning  to  which  1 have 
before  alluded.  I must  so  proportion  my  profits  as 
to  make  up  this  deficiency.  But  I have  already 
clearly  shewed  that  the  manufacturer  cannot  do 
this  without  being  undersold  by  foreign  dealers, 
and  the  same  will  apply  to  every  class  of  mecha- 
nics  and  labourers,  who  are  dependent  on  the  rich 
for  employment.  I have  endeavored  to  make  tliis 
matter  plain — and  I hope  I have  succeeded,  for  it 
is  here,  that  the  round-about  reasoning  wiiicli  goes 
to  prove  that  the  great  plenty  of  money  operates 
alike  on  the  lender,  and  tlie  borrower,  is  arrested 
in  its  circle,  by  an  obstacle  that  no  reasoning  has 
ever  yet  been  able  to  surmount,  in  vain  therefore 
will  the  manufiicturing  interest  expect  to  fiouridi 
while  this  paper  system  flourishes.  Nothing  but 
its  downfall,  or  a prohibition  of  foreign  importa- 
tions which  congress  cannot  sanction,  or  duties 
that  the  people  will  not  pay,  can  possibly  save  them 
front  ruin.  .Such  sir,  are  the  inevitable  effects  of 
the  high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  produced  by 
the  enormous  emission  of  paper  money,  on  the 
manufacturers  of  the  United  Slates.  If  it  be  ask- 
ed  why  the  same  causes  do  not  produce  the  samfe 
enects  in  Great  Britain,  I answer,  the  cases  are  not 
piirallel,  because  labor  in  that  country  bears  no 
proportion  to  the  increased  price  of  every  thing 
else,  and  hence  it  is  that  the  great  manufacturers 
still  maintain  a precarious  existence-,  while  the  la- 


boring classes  are  in  a stat^  of  abject  distres.s.  Did 
the  price  of  labor  in  England  correspond  v/ith  the 
high  price  of  every  thing  else  in  that  country  by 
the  operation  of  the  paper  system,  there  is  not  a 
natioLn  of  Europe,  that  would  not  undersell  the  Bri- 
tish manufactures  in  every  market.  It  is  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  laboring  classes  in  England,  that 
enables  her  with  her  paper  system,  still  to  undersell 
the  world. 

But  the  evils  inherent  in  the  great  p4per  system, 
are  heightened,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  every 
bad  system,  by  those  abuses,  that  will  ever  be  life 
consequence  of  placing  a pbwer  in  the  hands  of 
men,  to  the  abuse  of  which  they  are  tempted  by 
the  irresislable  love  of  gain— and  /«?•  the  abuse  of 
which  they  are  not  responsible  to  any  human  tribu- 
nal. This  brings  me  to  a considerat  ion  of  the  gene- 
ral unprincipled  system  of  conduct  pursued  by  a 
great  portion  of  the  banks  towards  every  other 
class  of  the  community.  I call  it  unprincipled— 
for  I know  not  what  other  name  to  apply  to  a sys- 
tem, which  acts  under  the  uniform  influence  of  a 
total  disregard  to  the  interests  and  the  happiness 
of  others,  and  whicli  could  not  be  tolerated  in  any 
country,  where  legislative  purity,  or  legislative  wis  i 
dbm,  was  not  exactly  in  an  inverse  ratio  v/ith  the 
quantity  of  paper  rags.  I assert  sir,  and  I will  es- 
tablish It  by  referring  to  therecerds  of  our  courts, 
for  thousands  of  proofs  of  the  fact,  in  the  number 
of  suits  brought  at  every  term  by  banks  again,st 
real  capitalists — I assert^  thutthe  grand  object  of  tbs 
banks,  since  they  stopt  payment,  and  persisted  in 
evading  their  promises,  even  ivlien  tluty  pretended  to 
assume  the  payment  of  specie—has  been  the  substitniion 
of  real  property  in  the  place  of  their  rags  Their 
luhole  policy  has  been  to  give  a basis  f reality  to  that 
•which  had  none  before.  This  suspension — ;et  us  give 
it  its  plain  English  name — this  loial  and  final  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  was  the  signal  for 
the  creation  of  litters  of  banks,  in  every  part  of  the 
middle  and  western  states,  under  the  a'.ispices  of 
various  combinations  of  needy  speculators,  witliout 
Capital  or  principle,  who  being  at  once  by  this  great 
blow  at  the  national  prosperity,  freed  from  tiie  ne- 
cessity of  paving  tiieir  debts,  'and  gifted  with  the 
privilege  of  coining  their  own  moneyy  had  no  limits 
to  their  cupidity.  Their  resources,  were  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  people,  and  their  joint  funds  the 
great  stock  of  national  folly.  But  they  felt  even 
in  the  midst  of  their  prosperous  career,  that  cre- 
dulity is  not  everlasting,  and  that  nations  some- 
times suddenly  recover  their  wits.  It  became  ne- 
cessary therefore  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  hies- 
•sings  of  this  liappy  age  oi'paper,  to  take  anvaatage 
of  this  folly  and  creduli;}^  while  they  lus\ed,  so 
eflectually  as  to  render  a return  of  the  people  to 
their  senses  unavailing. 

It  was  a simple  method  they  pursued,  for  they 
had  simpletons  to  deal  w'ith.  'I'hey  got  rid  of  as 
many  of  their  rags  as  possible,  either  by  leading 
them  out,  and  taking  the  security  of  real  property; 
— or  by  employing  fellows  to  go  hawking  and 
peddling  them  the  country  round,  for  which  tliev 
received  a commission  of  so  much  per  cent.  It 
may  be  objected,  that  this  ingenious  method  ofpnv^ 
ing  a premium  on  passing  away  one’s  own  money, 
would  inevitably  produce  tiie  ruin  of  the  lender  in 
the  end.  And  so  it  wmuld,  but  for  one  thing.  It 
ought  to  be  understood,  that  one  of  the  first  act.s 
of  these  contemptible  littl^'  paper  banks,  is  to  eU’ 
ter  into  a kind  of  partner.suip  with  one,  or  iv  o,  or 
tliree  othei-  little  contemptible  in.stiiutions-;  in  dift 
ferent  places,  for  the  neign. hourly  excliange  ol'c:irh 
oti’crs  notfW,  and  for  the  purposfe  of  negomaUng 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  16,  1818— PAPER-SYSTEM. 


the  support  of  each  others  credit!  We  shall  see 
now  what  advantages  this  produces. 

In  process  of  time,  the  notes  thus  palmed  upon 
the  people,  by  the  banks,  or  their  travelling  agents 
— come  liome  again  for  payment — and  if  paid  at 
all — that  is  in  any  real  value — the  poor  bank  would 
be  in  clanger  of  bankruptcy!  But  they  are  not  paid 
— except  by  other  rags  equally  depreciated,  which 
the  other  banks  of  this  righteous  panj^nership, 
kindly  furnish  each  other  with  to  pay  their  debts. 
The  honest  dupe  hereupon  goes  to  the  bank  whose 
notes  liave  been  given  him  to  pay’  tlie  notes  of  the 
otlier  bank — and  here  he  is  offered  the  notes 
of  the  very  bank  that  he  has  just  came  from. 
'I'hus  tlie  creditor  is  bandied  about  from  one  to 
the  other  until  he  submits  in  despair  to  tlie  impo- 
sition, and  goes  and  does  as  well  as  he  can  with 
rags.  If  he  shotild  prosecute  the  bank  for  the 
amount  of  tiie  (^ebt,  a clamour  is  raiiied  against 
him,  suHicient  to  deter  the  stoutest  heart; — he  is 
persecuted  by  the  whole  clan  of  paper  manufac- 
turers;— lie  suffers  all  tlie  keen  effects  of  awaken- 
ing the  enmity  of  a bod.y  of  men  as  powerful  as  un- 
principled in  their  liosiili’y; — and  if  he  perseveres 
in  his  demand  of  justice,  his  claims  are  tried  by  a 
jury,  one  half  of  whom  perhajis  are  at  tlie  mercy 
of  the  banks,  and  decided  according  to  laws  p^^’o- 
pounded  by  a magistrate  who  is  himself,  a bank 
director,  or  if  not,  whose  interests  or  the  interests 
of  some  of  his  friends  are  dependent  on  the  good 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  members  of  the  great  paper 
Jiristocracy’.  Is  not  this  plain  statement,  which 
every  body  knows  to  be  true — of  the  combinations 
of  banks  to  cheat  the  people — to  fright  them  from 
resorting  to  tlie  law — and  to  render  that  resort  in- 
effectual, sufficient  to  excite  alarm,  in  every  re- 
flecting mind?  Does  it  not  strike  directly  at  the 
security  oi  property; — the  freedom  of  seeking  jus- 
tice;— the  ])03sibility  of  oblaining-  it;— in  short  at 
every  tiling  dear,  and  essential  to  human  happiness? 
individuals  dare  not  prosecute  the  very  banks 
that  are  every  day  prosecuting  without  remorse 
these  very  individuals.  When  we  consider  in  ad- 
dition to  all  this,  that  the  banks,  by  being  thus 
virtually  exempted  from  paying  their  debts,  are 
thus  left  at  free  jiberly  to  create  out  of  others  the 
means  of  buying  and  selling,  imman  consciences — 
of  tempting  and  punishing; —of  extending  their  in- 
fluence over  legislative  and  judicial  bodies; — of 
drawing  the  people  from  opposing  or  chastising, 
tlieir  faiUilessnes;  of  preven  ting  their  attaini>.g  jus- 
tice;— when  we  consider  all  this  sir — is  it  not  cer- 
tain—absolutely  certain,  that  if  the  paper  system 
is  not  immediately  circumscribed  in  its  means  of 
acquiring  influence — the  whole  property  of  the 
country — and  tiie  sum  total  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  will  be  at  its  mercy? 

As  tiie  nation  is  now  situated,  tbe.honest  part  ofit, 
which  alone  is  worthy  ofproteciion,  and  sympathy, 
is  imcondiiionaliy  at  tlie  mercy  of  the  paper-aristo- 
cracy. I ^iiy  V /I conditionally',  because  when  a privi- 
leged body  o(  men  are  permiitcdto  carry  on  their  c.f- 
ftirs  in  secret — to  act  on  motives  W’hich  they  dare 
not  own,  and  cannot  justify — to  claim  the  privilege 
of  guih  in  not  telling  any  thing  that  may  condemn — 
to  put  the  law  in  force  against  others,  and  to  evade  it 
themselves — to  issue  without  the  necessity  of 

refleciniiig  them,  except  by  other  rays — while  all 
tills  continues,  wlio  shall  dare  to  say  that  tlie  honest 
part  of  the  oonnmmiiy  is  not  laid  iincunditionaLy  at 
the  feet  of  an  order  of  , thorised  swindlers,  who 
began  with  nolliing,  but  .nc  gradually  swallowing 
up  the  prop.erty  of  the  farmer  and  manufacturer — 
and  the  gains  of  honest  labor? 


There  is  some  little  consolation  in  the  midst  of 
slavery  in  knowing  that  our  masters  are  good  and 
worthy  men,  to  whom  powpr  is  not  the  warrant  for 
its  abase,  and  whose  estimation  in  society  is  a gua- 
rantee for  justice  and  uioderation  in  the  exercise 
of  their  prerogative.  But,  alas!  such  consolation 
is  not  ours! — ><;e  are,  unhappily,  subjected  to  a dif- 
ferent— far  different,  dynasty.  Men  w’ho  feel  a 
consciousness  that  money  is  the  only  thing  that 
can,  by  any  possibility,  elevate  them  to  an  associa- 
tion with  respectable  human  beings,  and  whom  na- 
ture has  debarred  from  the  exercise  of  any  other 
means  of  acquiring  influence,  but  money,  will  not, 

I fear, — away  with  such  mincing  terms — will  noty 
and  are  not — and  cannot  be  scrupulous  as  to  the 
attainment  of  this  only  means  of  giving  themselves 
importance.  Nay,  experience  jusiifies  the  concul- 
sion,  that  they  will,  in  time,  come  to  consider  every 
method  of  obtaining  money,  that  does  not  subject 
them  to  the  penalty  of  the  laws,  as  justifiable. — 
From  this  state,  in  which  the  mind  acquiesces  in 
a welcome  delusion,  there  is  but  one  stop  to  the 
most  possible  corniption  of  the  heart,  when  it  feels 
a pride  in  dexterously  employing  bad  means  to  tlie 
attainment  of  bad  ends.  It  is  in  this  deplorable 
Slate  of  moral  perversion,  that  the  highwayman  will 
triumph  in  the  intrepidity  of  his  murders — the 
thief  in  the  superior  dexterity  of  his  nightly  depre- 
dations— and  that  the  brokers,  speculutors  and 
trash,  which  constitutes  the  paper  aristocracy,  w-ill, 
like  the  hardened  prostitute,  boast  of  the  number 
of  their  victims. 

From  an  aristocracy,  thus  mainly  constituted, 
whose  wealth  is  obtained  by  the  sacrifice  of  the 
wholesome  morals,  the  wholesome  prosperity,  and 
the  precious  freedom  of  the  nation,  I w’ould  wish 
to  w’arn,  and  do  most  solemnly  warn,  the  people  oi* 
these  United  States,  To  guard  that  gallant,  and 
yet  virtuous  people,  from  the  effects  of  a system 
that  debases  the  imman  mind,  and  destroys  that 
strong  feeling  of  personal  independence,  which  is 
the  safeguard  of  their  rights,  the  basis  of  their  free- 
dom, I have  taken  up  my  pen.  I have  employed  the 
term  aiiistochacy,  which  is  often  used  in  our  coun- 
try without  being  understood,  in  its  general  signi- 
fication. We  are  authorised  to  apply  it,  exclusively, 
to  the  feudal  bai’ons  of  old,  and  their  successors, 
the  titled  nobility,  of  the  present  day.  It  is  time 
to  tell  our  people  that  titles  alone  do  not  make  ah 
aristocracy  It  is  the  exemption  from  certain  ge- 
neral laws  and  regulations  of  society — the  freedom 
from  rules  that  circumscribe  the  fi’eedom  of  others 
— and,  above  all,  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
land  which  gives  tlie  means  of  wealth — or  of  some 
other  prerogative — such,  fur  instance,  as  that  of 
issuing  the  paper-money,  that  constitutes  our  aris- 
tocracy. In  the  feudal  ages,  there  was  neither 
commerce  or  manufactures — and  the  land  furnished 
the  sole  and  only  source  of  wealth.  Hence  the 
barons,  by  possessing  the  land,  held,  of  necessity, 
every  otiier  class  of  people  in  hereditary  depen- 
dence. Now,  however,  the  great  extension  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  has  given  to  money  the 
influence  formerly  exclusively  possessed  by  land; 
and  a privileged  order,  exercising  the  sole  right  of 
making  the  only  money  wc  have,  is,  to  all  intents, 
an  aristocracy  of  the  most  dangerous  kind.  It  pos- 
sesses all  the  odious  features  of  aristocracy  except 
titles;  and  who  shall  IcU  us  how  long  it  will  be  be- 
fore a bank  director  shall  signify  a nobleman? 

I am  not  ii*  tiie  habit  of  railing  at  the  constituted 
authorities  of  our  country,  nor  of  p.*ssionately  ar- 
raigning every  act  tiiut  does  not  accord  with  my 
views  or  my  wishes.  Bat  I do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
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that  when  the  different  legislative  bodies  co-ope- 
ratcd,  with  such  singular  harmony,  in  the  creation  s 
of  a PRIVILEGED  ORDER,  posscssiiig  and  exercising  i 
the  sole  power  of  dispensing  a false  capital  of  be-  i 
tween  two  and  three  hundred  millions— a privileg-  ' 
ed  order,  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  in  the  na-  ( 
tion  in  its  powers  and  immunities — bound  together  ' 
by  the  strong  tie  of  a mutual  interest,  separate  and 
independent  from  any  other  class  of  the  community 
— adding  nothing  to  the  mass  of  national  capital,  or 
to  the  amount  of  productive  labor — they  forged 
chains  for  themselves  and  the  people  of  the  United  : 
States.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a system  which, 
if  not  destroyed  by  the  virtue  and  firmness  of  that  ; 
people,  will,  at  no  distant  period,  generate  an  or-  ; 
ganized  and  united  aristocracv,  with  greater  and 
more  active  means  for  enslaving  the  people,  than 
were  ever  possessed  by  the  barons  of  the  feudal 
ages — an  aristocracy  gifted  with  the  exclusive  pri-  ' 
vilege  of  dispensing,  now  that  gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared,  the  means  by  which  men  alone  in  a ci- 
vilized state  can  promptly  procure  the  indispensable 
necessaries,  and  pursue  the  indispensable  occupati- 
ons of  life.  They  entailed  upon  every  other  class  of 
men  a dependence  on  this  one  alone  for  the  means 
of  satisfying  all  the  wants,  and  obtaining  all  the 
enjoyments  that  constitute  a great  portion  of  the 
happiness  of  civilized  human  beings.  The  incor- 
porated manufacturers  of  rags,  by  banishing  or 
withholding  the  precious  metals  from  circulation, 
have  become  the  sole  dispensers  of  that  which  have 
usurped  its  place.  The  exclusive  privilege  of  coin- 
ing money,  not  from  silver  and  gold,  which,  whether 
coined  or  not,  every  where  among  civilized  nations 
possess  a specific  value — but  from  rags,  is  resigned 
to  a gang  of  needy  speculators. 

What,  sir,  would  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States  have  thought,  what  would  they  have  said— 
for  to  speak  and  to  think  are  one  and  the  same 
; with  a ffee  people — if  their  representatives  had 
* i given  to  one  small  pzaviLEGED  order  the  exclusive 
right  to  all  the  profits  of  creating,  out  of  nothing, 
two  or  three  hundred  millions  of  paper-money, 
which  they  were  authorised  to  pass  away,  at  the 
value  of  silver  and  gold,  and  which  the  people  were 
virtually  obliged  to  take — I say  obliged^  because 
they  could  get  no  other.?  And  what  would  they 
. have  said,  if,  while  this  privileged  order  v/as  per- 
mitted to  deal  their  paper  out  at  the  full  value  of 
silver  and  gold,  they  were  graciously  exempted 
from  redeeming  it  in  like  manner.?  Would  they  not 
have  withdrawn  their  confidence  from  people  capa- 
ble of  such  enormous  folly,  or  something  worse, 
and  brand  them  with  infamy  and  contempt.?  And 
yet  such  is  the  plain,  honest,  undeniable  truth.  A 
privileged  order,  not  recognized  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  states,  has  been 
thus  created,  and  at  this  very  moment  is  exercis- 
ing the  sole  right  of  issuing  two  or  three  hundred 
millions  of  paper- money —the  only  money  we  now 
have,  or  ever  shall  have  while  this  unnatural  and 
anti-republican  state  of  things  shall  continue.^ 

I acquit,  from  my  soul,  the  different  legislatures 
I of  any  attempt  to  enslave  the  people;  and  I wish  I 
could,  with  equal  frankness,  acquit  them  of  being 
rationally  blind,  or  of  wilfully  shutting  their  eyes 

*It  is  not  a little  amusing  to  see  how  every  dollar 
brought  into  the  country  is  advertised,  like  a quack 
medicine— in  great  capitals,  like  the  high  prizes 
1 in  a lottery,  and  goes  the  rounds  of  all  the  news- 
I papers.  Will  these  gentlemen  tell  us  how  many 
\ are  going  out  of  the  country,  to  China  and  the  East 
Indies,  in  the  mean  time?  Twq  to  one,  at  least. 


to  consequences  so  inevitable  as  those  I have  been 
stating.  Still  more  heartily  do  I wish  that  I could 
acquit  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  tlie 
imputation  of  stupidity,  or  what  is  worse,  indiffer- 
ence to  their  rights.  It  is  precisely  this  condition 
of  the  legislative  power,  the  sovereign  power  of 
this  country,  and  this  state  of  tiie  public  mind, 
that  inevitably,  if  not  checked  in  time,  leads  to  (he 
downfall  of  the  public  liberty.  V/hen  the  legisla- 
tive power  is  rationally  oi*  ivilfully  blind,  and  when 
the  people  become  careless  of  any  thing  they  do — 
and  when  the  press  is  as  silent  as  the  grave — then 
the  designing  and  unprincipled,  the  needy  and  tiie 
avaricious — the  ambitious  rich  man  and  the  despe 
rate  bankrupt,  crawl  forth  to  take  advantage  of 
this  blindness,  indifference,  and  lack  of  salutary 
watchfulness — Then  the  legislative  power  is  de- 
ceived or  tempted  into  acts  that*  strike  at  the  root 
of  liberty — and,  at  such  times,  the  people,  diem- 
selves  and  their  guardians  fast  asleep,  suffer  such 
things  to  pass  and  fancy  .all  is  right,  because  nobody 
complains.  Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  legis- 
latures and  the  people  in  a large  portion  of  the 
states,  and  such  have  been  the  consequences.  A 

FEUDAL  paper  ARISTOCRACY — AK  ORDER  OF  RAG 

ROKs,  has  been  erected,  with  power  equal  to  the 
old  feudal  chiefs,  and  with  means  ten  timels  greater 
of  enslaving  the  people.  The  people,  under  the 
old  feudal  system,  were  only  dependent  on  their 
masters  for  their  lands;  but  the  people  of  theUnited 
States  are  in  vassalage  to  the  new  order  of  rag 
BAROBTg,  for  the  medium  by  which  they  procure 
every  thing  in  the  world— and  without  which  they 
are,  in  a manner,  interdicted  from  all  the  comforts 
of  life.  The  difference  is  not  much— and  that  differ- 
ence is  in  favor  of  the  ancient  feudal  vassal. 

These  observations  on  the  consequences  of  that 
easy  facility,  or  something  worse,  with  wbich  the 
different  legislative  bodies,  have  yielded  to  the 
seductions  of  the  paper  system,  are  not  intended 
for  any  party  purpose.  On  a subject  like  this,  I be- 
long to  no  party,  but  the  party  opposed  to  t\^ 
paper  system,  which  judging  by  the  dread  and 
awful  silence  reigning  around,  is  not  a.s  yet  very 
numerous,  although  I trust  in  the  glorious  influence 
of  bright,  and  ever  during  truth,  that  it  will  ere 
long  become  sufficiently  so,  to  free  the  people 
from  this  upstart  ragged  aristocracy.  The  writer 
of  these  papers  disclaims  any  intention  of  a dis- 
criminating to  the  interests,  or  the  antipathies  of 
either  party,  federalists  or  republicans,  by  these 
sketches.  In  truth  there  is  but  little  difference 
between  them,  as  respects  the  encouragement  of 
the  paper  system.  The  honor  of  its  first  introduc- 
tion is  certainly  due  to  the  former;  but  the  anxiety 
of  the  latter  to  favor  so  illustrious  an  example, 
has  led  them  as  deep  into  this  mischevious  folly  as 
the  other.  I am  not  casuist  enough  to  .strike  the 
balance  between  two  partners  in  guilt,  one  of  whom 
commits  the  crime,  while  the  other  consents  to 
share  in  its  rewards.  Neither  do  I nsean  to  cast 
any  general  imputation,  on  the  feelings,  views,  or 
motives  of  the  different  legislative  bodies  that 
have  been  most  liberal  in  creating  banks,  I will 
do  them  the  favor,  to  believe  that  at/r«^,  ir.ev  did 
not  distinctly  perceive  the  consequences  of  givijig 
. every  year  new  vigour,  means,  and  activity  to"* a firt 
• vileged  order._  I say  privileged  order,  for  ho  wever 
; this  paper  system  may  be  extended,  it  cannot  com- 
; prehend  the  whole  nation.  Every  man  his  own 
lawyer,  is  bad  enough;— but  every  man  his  own 
■ money  manufacturer— and  paper  money  would  ;it 
; once  be  good  foi'  nothing,  [n  a certain'prov'looe  ;f 
Spain,  tliere  once  occurred  violent  dispu.e.,  be- 
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tween  cert  lin  powerful  families  on  the  score  of  no- 
bility of  birth,  which  threatened  to'  involve  the 
country  in  a civil  war.  A certain  wise  king — for 
there  have  been  wise  kings  as  well  as  black  swans 
in  this  world, — in  order  to  remedy  these  disorders, 
ennobled  the  whole  province,  man,  w'oman  and 
child,  at  one  blow,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
nobody  afterwards  valued  a distinction  possessed 
by  every  body.  Such  would  be  the  effect  of  in- 
corporating the  whole  nation  into  knots  of  money 
makers; — none  would  value  what  each  could  make 
with  so  little  trouble.  The  making  of  paper  money 
therefore,  however,  the  system  may  be  extended, 
must  of  necessity,  be  confined  to  a privileged 
order,  and  the  legislative  powers  have  consequent- 
ly sacrificed  the  rights  of  the  people  in  erecting, 
increasing,  and  maturing  an  prder  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  they  have  done 
this  with  their  eyes  open.  I believe  most  serious- 
ly that  ignorance  of  the  consequences  of  their  acts, 
was  in  a variety  of  instances,  the  real  source  of 
this  evil — and  legislative  ignorance  most  happily 
for  certain  dignified  bodies,  is  not  felony,  either 
in  courts  of  conscience,  or  courts  of  law — although 
its  effects,  are  often  more  pernicious,  than  those 
of  wilful  downright  wickedness.  Yet  I mean  to 
make  no  formal  charges  against  our  soyerkigns, 
for  such  are  the  legislative  bodies — and  even  now 
I do  not  think  them  altogether  unqualified  to  be 
the  guardians  of  my  rights,  although  I see  them 
still  obstinately,  and  wilfully  persisting  in  a line  of 
conduct,  of  which  they  cannot  be  sfiVrblind  the 
fatal  cou’sequences. — I am  puzzled  sir,  to  invent  an 
hypothesis  that  wull  without  impeaching  that  le- 
gislative purity,  which  is  the  sole  safeguard  of  the 
people’s  rights,  account  for  the  singular  fact,  of 
their  still  continuing  to  multiply  banks,  at  the  mo- 
ment they  see  that  those  already  created  are 
either  unwilling  or  incapable  of  fulfilling  their  en- 
gagements to  the  public — and  where  it  is  notori- 
ous, tiiat  their  capitals  have  not  been,  and  cannot 
be  paid  in.  Some  of  them  are  issuing  notes  to 
twice,  and  thrice  the  amount  of  their  wliole  autho- 
rized capitals,  when  only  one  or  two  instalments 
have  been  paid  in, — and  pthers  upon  nothing.  Is 
this  a foundation  for  a national  currency.?* 

* By  a report  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  1814,  it  appears  that  but  one  of  the  banks  of  the 
district  of  Columbia,  had  its  capital  fully  paid  im — 
some  of  them  scarcely  one  half.  It  is  also  notori- 
ous that  the  capitals,  as  they  are  called,  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  almost  all  the  banks  es- 
tablished, since  the  su&pension  of  specie  payments, 
have  been  paid  by  loans  from  these  very  banks! 
For  the  payment  of  these  loans,  the  scrip  of  the 
stockholders,  together  with  their  individual  credit 
are  pledged— a notable  pecurity  as  we  shall  see. 
The  scrip  thus  pledged,  is  worth  nothing,  unless 
the  capital  of  the  bank  is  actually  paid  in;  and  the 
value  of  the  security  of  individuals  who  cannot 
pay  it  in  without  borrowing  of  the  bank  to  pay  the 
bank,  is  to  say  the  least  exceedingly  suspicious. 
They  dv^pend  on  being  eventually  ^le  to  pay,  by 
the  sale  of  this  precious  stock — and  if  by  any  ac- 
cident It  should  depreciate,  it  is  not  probable  they 
will  be  able  to  pay  at  all.  AVe  have  then  after  all, 
po  security  for  the  debts  of  these  banks,  thus  in- 
debted to  every  one  in  the  community,  but  the  in- 
dividual ci'(  ju,  of  bank  speculators!  It  were  much 
to  be  wis'ied  that  Uie  different  legislative  bodies, 
would  call  upon  t'  and  every  one  of  these  banks, 
fora  similar  statement  with  that  demanded  of  the 
banks  of  the  district  of  Columbia— and  appoint 


But  I shall  reserve  the  continuation  of  this  sub- 
ject to  a future  letter,  in  which  I purpose  to  tell 
what  I have  seen,  and  know  of  the  means  sometimes 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  bank  char- 
ters— of  the  occult  and  mysterious  process  by 
which  legislators,  are  induced  to  vote  for  banks 
within  doors,  while  they  talk  against  th.em  without 
—and  to  undo  one  day  the  decisions  of  the  day 
before.  If  in  so  doing,  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  dis- 
close scenes  that  will  disgrace  my  honoured  coun- 
try, and  bring  a burning  blush  on  the  cheek  of 
every  man  that  feels  himself  associated  in  her  glo- 
ry and  her  shame— the  fault  is  not  mine.  The  dis- 
closure is  called  for,  and  it  shall  be  made,  let  who 
will  wince  for  it.  JVil  conscire  sibi,  nulla  pallescere 
culpa — is  the  glorious  privilege  of  an  honest  man, 
and  such  will  not  shrink  from  the  truth.  It  is  no 
longer  a time  to  mince  matters; — a little  while  and 
the  truth  will  be  unavailing.  It  shall  therefore  be 
soon  told,  decently  and  respectfully,  to  the  inno- 
cent; heavily  and  bitterly,  to  the  guilty. 

NOTE  ET  THE  EDITOJl. 

0:^1  intended  to  have  added  the  following  anec- 
dote to  “the  paper  system,  No.  3,”  inserted  in  the 
last  RsGisTEii,  to  demonstrate  some  of  the  proposi- 
tions therein  contained.  I pledge  myself  that  the 
leotling  facts  are  substantially  true,  in'  their  fullest 
extent.  Several  years  since,  when  I published 
a daily  newspaper,  I had  occasion  to  mention  a 
transaction  in  nearly  those  terms; A weal- 

thy mechanic  had  purchased  a valuable  property 
and  issued  his  notes  for  a part  of  the  purchase 
money— they  were  oflarge  amount,  and,  to  him,  not 
accustomed  to  financiering,  appeared  truly  formi- 
dable, for  he  really  designed  to  pay  them.  He 
began  an  early  preparation  for  them,  and  pinched 
himself  that  he  might  suffer  considerable  sums  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  a worthy  merchant  which  he 
could  have  drawn  out,  with  an  understanding  that 
they  would  be  ready  when  called  for.  On  receiving 
notice  of  the  maturity  of  his  notte  he  stated  it  to  the 
merchant,  who  told  him  that  the  money  should  be 
furnished.  The  mechanic  called  again  the  day 
before  paymeat  was  to  be  made,  and  the  merchant 
observed,  “I  cannot  conveniently  spare  the  money 
to-d.ay;  I v/ill  give  you  my  note  at  60  days  with  die 
interest  added;  you  will  endorse  it  and  put  it  into 
such  a bank  for  discount,  where  it  will  be  done, 
and  you  will  have  no  further  trouble  about  it — But 
if  it  should  not  be  done,  I will  get  you  the  money.” 
To  this  fair  and  honorable  proposal  the  mechanic, 
of  course,  consented,  and  the  thing  was  so  done. 
Siill  his  mind  was  unsettled,  and  he  placed  him- 
self on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  to  ^vcdt  the 
rising  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  obtain  of  some 
of  them  the  earliest  possible  intelligence  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  note.  Seeing  them  come  out,  he 
crossed  the  street  for  the  purpose  just  stated,  and  7oas 
intercepted  by  a broker  7vho  kindly  offered  to  furnish 
the  money  for  the  note  alluded  to,  7vhich  he  (the  bro- 
ker) said  7vas  not  done-  And  altercation  and  ex- 
planation ensued,  not  necessary  to  detail — but  the 
fact  ~vas  so-,  and  the  mechanic,  withdrawing  the 
note,  carified  it  to  the  merchant,  who,  wondering 
much  at  the  affair,  paid  the  money  like  a gentle- 
man. 


sagacious  and  incorr-uptible  agents  to  see  tliat  tha 
statements  were  fairly  made.  I am  mistaken  if 
this,  would  not  disclose  not  only  a beggarly  amount 
of  specie,  but  also  demonstate,  that  not  one  half 
the  capitals  of  the  banks  has  been  actually  reaUz- 
ed,  even  i.n  paper  rags. 
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Such  %vas  the  melancholy  of  I he  transac- 

tion, and  I must  now  add  the  laughable  part  that 
belonged  to  it.  Please  to  observe  that  I gave  no 
indication  of  any  particular  bank  pr  person  further 
than  is  given  in  the  preceding — but  a fool  director 
called  upon  me,  and  cursing  and  swearing,  and  striit- 
ing  like  a lord,  demanded  ^he  author  of  the  calumny. 
We  had  some  warm  words, and  I excited  him  for  the 
purpose  of him  in  the  perdicament  which  he 
uninmkingiy  sought  for.  To  make  a long  story 
short — I caused  him  to  put  his  finger  on  the  facts 
stated  above,  and  then  turned  upon  him — declar- 
ing, (as  was  the  truth,)  that  until  then  I myself  had 
not  known  even  the  bank  that  was  alluded  to,  and 
much  less  the  person  who  had  employed  the  broker 
in  the  dirty  business — loudly  threatning  to  give  a 
history  of  his  visit  to  tho  vyorld.  A conviction  of 
his  folly  rushed  on  the  wretched  man,  and  he  seem- 
ed to  be  struck  dumb  with  astonishmerit.  The 
haughty  lord  had  disappeared  and  the  trembling 
culprit  stood  before  me.  Obtaining  utterance,  he 
apologized  with  the  meanness  of  a slave,  and  would 
literally  have  licked  my  feet,  if  I would  have  suf- 
fered it.  I granted  a promise  to  his  importunate 
misery  which  I have  always  repented.  I agreed 
never  to  mention  his  name  or  that  of  the  bank  he 
belonged  to,  as  connected  with  this  most  infamou^ 
transaction,and  I have  kept  that  agreement  inviolate. 

A -word  to  the  reader. — I entreat  thee  to  believe 
that  what  is  stated  in  the  preceding,  although  ex- 
traordinary in  some  of  its  circumstances,  was  by 
no  means  a solitary  case  in  respect  to  the  opera- 
tion of  its  facts — nor  would  I have  thee  to  think 
that  the  day  oi shaving  is  gone  by,  or  that  Baltimore, 
only,  was  or  is  infested  with  such  powerful  and  ac- 
complished bank  directors!  I tell  thee,  that  if  the 
veil  was  rent,  thou  wouidst  finl  very  few  banks,, 
without  one,  or  two,  or  more  such  animals  as  I have 
presented  thee  with  a picture  of — not  perhaps,  ex- 
actly with  the  same  features  but  ivorking  to  the 
same  purposes— robbing  labor  of  its  reward,  and 
doing  things  that  a highwayman  would  blush  to  be 
thought  guilty  ofl  as  beneath  the  dignity  of  his - 
profession. 

t^-fA  most  dirty  business  is  now  carrying  on  in 
Baltimore  through  certain  bank  directors  (in  their 
individual  capacities!)  with  the  officers  of  a neigh- 
boring bank,  which  is  a common  sewer  of  the  shav- 
ing association.  A developement  of  it  would,  at 
this  time,  occupy  more  room  than  I have  to  spare, 
and  the  gentleman  who  can  prove  the  facts  yet  hesi- 
tates to  permit  me  specially  to  mention  them-— but 
this  is  the  eifect:  seveznal  thousand  dollars  of  the 
nasty  little  shop  are  forced  on  the  necessities  of  the 
people  at  par,  which  in  one  week  are  turned  to  a 
profit  of  at  least  two  per  cent,  after  this  manner— 
A.  offers  a good  note  for  discount  at  the  bank  to 
which  those  honest  directors  are  attached,  and  is,  of 
course,  turned  down — one  of  these  generous  men, 
knowing  that  A.  must  liave  money,  politely  informs 
him  that  he  will  give  him  the  paper  of  a certain  shop 
for  it  it’s  only  3 per  cent,  discount,  and  it  is  better 
to  pay  that  than  want  the  use  of  the  money!  The  bait 
u the  depreciated  paper  received— 

but  A s note  must  be  paid  in  Baltimore  money,  and 
the  wheel  once  set  in  motion  gives  on  continually. 

]^^^ational  Literature, 

Some  considerations  o?i  the  establishment  of  a national 

society  for  the  e7icouragement  ofJlmerican  literature, 

and  for  the  promotion  of  the  ai4s  and  sciences: 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  TRE  REGISTER. 

Amongtlie  various  events  which  have  tended 
most  essentially  to  change  the  face  of  human  af- 


fairs, may  justly  be  ranked  the  discovery  and  colo- 
nization of  America,  the  revolt  of  the  colonies  of 
of  North  America  from  British  dominion,  and  the 
establishment  of  anew  empire  in  that  portion  of 
the  new  world  which  had  disdained  any  longer  be- 
ing subjected  to  European  domination. 

Nor  was  the  mere  change  of  foreign  rulers,  for 
rulers  chosen  fro'm  among,  and  by  ourselves,  the 
only  change  which  we  experienced.  New  modes 
of  thinking  were  adopted;  new  principlesof  govern- 
ment were  established.  Out  of  that  chaos,  dark- 
ness and  night  from  which  we  emerged,  has  been 
brought  order,  light  and  the  beauty  of  a glorious 
morn. 

But,  have  we,  the  American  people,  done  all 
that  is  required  at  our  liands.'* — have  we  improved 
all  the  glorious  opportunities  ofrered  us  by  our 
emancipation  from  .European  domination.'’  do  we 
appreciate  the  extent  of  the  blessings  which  we 
enjoy.'*  or  have  we  considered  the  best  means  of 
securing  these  blessings,  to  ourselves,  of  difi’using 
them  among  our  cotemporaries,  or  of  transmitting 
them  to  posterity.? 

And  have  we,  in  fact,  considered  how  infinitely 
important  is  the  present  crisis  of  human  affairs.? 
that  upon  what  has  recently  been  done,  and  upon 
what  is  now  tr£s,nspiring,  depends  the  destinies  of 
ail  future  generations  of  men;  and,  that  next  to  the 
honor  of  having  performed  a part  in  the  late  glo- 
rious revolution,  will  be  the  honor  of  having  con- 
tributed to  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts 
and  sciences  in  the  new- world, — and  from  thence 
diffusing  them,  and  with  them  the  principles  of 
our  admirable  system  of  government,  to  every 
distant  land,  and  among  all  the  scattered  tribes  of 
the  earth. 

If  any  thing  can  console  ftiy  regret  at  not  having 
been  here,  an  actor  in  the  revohition,  or  at  having 
been  precluded  by  my  youth,  from  participating 
in  the  establishment  of  our  generous  systems  of 
governmeitt,  it  is  the  reflection  that  a work  almost 
as  glorious  yet  remains  to  be  performed;  a v/ork 
in  which  an  infinite  ^number  may  be  engaged,,  in 
which  every  capacity  and  extent  of  genius  maybe 
usefully  employed, — in  which  every  extent  of  law- 
ful ambition  may  be  gratified;  and  from  vvliich  a 
wreath  of  unfading  laurels  may  be  gathered. 

Shall  we  remain  where  we  are,  shall  we  be  con- 
tent to  see  only  the  dawn,  nor  wish  to  behold  the 
splendor  of  the  mid-day  sun.?— or  shall  we,  by  a 
noble  and  glorious  effort,  call  forth  all  that  remains 
of  latent  genius  among  us,  and  establish  upon  an 
immovable  basis,  the  justness  of  our  claims  as  a 
literary  and  scientific  people. 

Have  we  considered  the  high  destinies  which 
await  our  country;  the  vast  extent  of  territory  and 
variety  of  soil  which  it  embraces,  the  countless 
millions  which  are  destined  to  inhabit  it,  the  long 
vista  of  ages  thro’ which  its  course  is,  doubtlesc, 
to  run,  or  the  mighty  influence  which  its  systems  of 
government,  its  modes  of  thinking  and  manner  of 
acting,  are  to  have  over  the  destinies  of  other  na- 
tions.? If  we  have,  we  shall  be  irresistably  compel- 
led to  believe  that  the  American  people  are  called 
upon  to  act  a most  distinguished  part  upon  the 
great  theatre  of  the  universe. 

In  proposing  the  establishment  of  a society  of 
the  kind  and  for  the  objects  here  suggest  ed,  I have 
had  equally  in  view  to  open  wide  the  doors  of  tlie 
temple  of  fame  to  all,  who,  with  a laudable  am- 
bition, desire  to  distinguish  themselves  by  ren- 
dering essential  service  to  their  country;  to  in- 
duce a national  manner  of  tliinking  and  acting,  on 
all  important  matters;  and  to  transfer  to  other 
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couvrtries  and  to  transmit  to  distan*.  apfes  the  in- 
fluence of  this  manner  of  thinking  and  acting,  so 
far  as  the  same  is  connected  with  and  may  tend  to 
perpetuate  those  rules  and  principles  by  which  our 
courrtry  is  now  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
wmrld,  and  from  which  it  derives  so  many  blessings. 

I want  to  establish  a society  with  ample  means 
torewaVd  every  exertion  of  genius  wiuch  may  be 
displayed,  and  to  call  forth  every  latent  genius 
which  our  country  may  possess,  to  give  every  pos- 
sible encouragement  to  literature,  the  arts  and 
sciences,  and  to  give  to  them  the  stamp  and  cha 
racter  of  American;  to  wipe  avray  that  reproach 
which  foreigners  have  unjustly  cast  upon  us,  and 
to  build  up  for  our  country  a solid  pyramid  of 
fame. 

I therefore  propose;— that  a national  society  be 
established  for  the  encouragemesit  of  American 
literature,  and  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  scien- 
ces. 

That  the  original  subscription  for  each  member 
be  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  annual  subscrip- 
tion twenty  fiv«e,  or  fifty  dollars. 

That  the  number  of  shares  be  without  limit,  and 
that  the  original  and  annual  subscriptions  be  called 
in  only  as  they  are  wanted  to  reward  or  compensate 
any  extraordinary  display  of  genius. 

That  the  funds  of  the  society  be  appropriated, 
under  the  direction  of  a committee  of  the  society, 
in  purchasing  the  copy  rights  of  every  valuable 
literary  production,  and  the  patent  right  of  every 
valuable  invention. 

That  means  be  adopted  by  the  society  to  publish 
and  to  difiuse  over  the  American  empire,  and 
throughout  the  world,  all  such  works  as  they  be- 
come possessed  ofby  purchase,  and  to  make  known 
every  useful  invention  the  patent  for  which  may  be 
transfered  to  them. 

I am  induced  to  believe  that  in  time,  the  sale  of 
copy  rights  of  valuable  literary  productions,  and 
the  sale  of  patent  rights  to  useful  inventions, 
would  more  than  repay  the  society  what  it  in  the 
first  instance,  might  be  required  to  expend.  Sup- 
pose an  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  been  paid 
for  the  invention  of  the  method  of  propelling  ves- 
sels by  steam,  would  not  that  right  for  fourteen 
years  be  worth  in  the  United  States  only,  a million 
of  dollars.? 

I will  ask,  what  would  be  the  value  of  a complete 
treatise  on  education,  that  education  obtained  in 
schools,  academies  and  colleges,  and  a complete 
series  of  books  of  instruction  for  every  class  and 
grade  of  learners,  provided  such  treatise  on  edu- 
cation, and  such  series  of  books  of  instruction 
were  universally  used  fn  our  schools,  academies, 
and  colleges!' — would  not  the  copy  right  of  such 
works  be  c;',taply  purchased  at  one  hundred  thou- 
§!and  dollars? 

One  grand  desideratum  in  the  formation  of  a so- 
ciety of  the  nature  of  the  one  contemplated  would 
be  to  give  to  the  American  people,  American 
modes  an  t habits  of  thinking  and  acting;  and  no 
tiiTie  so  proper  to  begin  as  with  tiie  first  lessons  of 
instructioii;  no  medium  so  proper  iti  which  to  con- 
vey these  first  principles  to  the  mind  and  fix  them 
there,  as  in  elementary  treatises  on  education. 

I can  otiiy  hope  in  this  short  essay  to  call  tlie  at- 
tention of  my  fellow  citizens  to  the  importance  of 
the  subjects.  I do  not  ever  pretend  to  give  the 
general  outlines  of  the  plan,  nor  so  much  as  notice 
many  of  the  eflecls  that  would  result  from  its  adop- 
tion.— All  that  I can  ho[)e  tor  at  present,  is,  to  in- 
duce them  to  give  a thought  towards  it. 


The  thing  is  new;  but  by  thinking  men,  will  be 
anticipated  all  the  mighty  consequences  to  result 
from  the  influence  of  a society  liolding  in  its  hand 
a million  of  money  wherewith  to  reward  every  ex- 
ertion of  intellect;  and,  by  the  munificence  of  its 
bounty,  calling  forth  every  latent  spark  of  genius; 
putiing  under  requisition  our  whole  national  stock 
of  mental  energy;  and  by  hand  as  liberal,  distribut- 
ing the  fair  fruits  thereof,  not  only  throughout 
our  widely  extended  empire,  but  to  the  remotest 
dwelling  of  man. 

For  myself,  1 can  only  say,  I am  ready  to  advance 
to  a society  of  tills  kind,  whenever  formed,  one 
thousand  dollars;  and  I think  I can  venture  to  pro- 
mise for  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Monmouth 
in  New  Jersey  at  least  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
A subscription  equally  liberal  throughout  the 
United  States  would  raise  a capital  of  three  mil- 
lions of  money.  ROBERT  LEE. 

WoodbridgCy  J^Teiv- Jersey , May  4ithy  1818. 


Sword  to  Col.  Johnson. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Barboyr,  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  March  31,  1818,  on  inp'oducing  the  propo- 
sition for  causing  a siuord  to  be  presented  to  col.  R. 
M.  Johnson. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  said,  in  availing  himself  of  the 
notice  given  on  yesterday,  of  asking  leave  to  intro- 
duce a resolutions,  whose  object  would  be  to  pre- 
sent to  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson  some  testimonial 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  the  nation  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  him  on  the  5th 
October,  1813,  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  he  con- 
sidered himself  bound  to  make  a few  remarks, 
disclosing  the  propriety  of  granting  the  leave  ask- 
ed. 

As  to  the  distinguished  merit  of  col.  Johnson, 
he  presumed  there  could  be  no  difference  of  opi- 
nion; the  only  objection  that  could  possibly  pre- 
sent itself  would  be  the  time  when  the  resolution 
was  presented,  or  possibly  the  grade  which  col. 
Johnson  held  in  the  army.  To  remove  these,  if 
they  exist,  was  all  that  devolved  on  him.  As  to 
the  objection  of  time,  it  will  at  once  be  removed 
by  reflecting  on  that  which  ha*  just  occurred,  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  has  been  awarded  in  favor  of 
general  Harrison  and  governor  Shelby.  It  is  not 
unknown  that  rumor,  the  result  of  envy,  or  some 
other  bad  passion,  had  attempted  to  throw  a shade 
around  the  character  of  that  distinguished  com- 
mander. He  felt  as  he  ought,  and  sought  an  inves- 
tigation, to  vindicate  his  character  from  the  foul 
aspersions  which  had  been  cast  upon  it.  It,  after 
some  delay,  took  place,  and  resulted  in  an  honora- 
ble acquittal.  In  the  mean  time  the  venerable 
Shelby  was,  at  his  own  request,  withheld  from  the 
notice  of  the  nation,  as  it  regarded  the  distinguish- 
ed services  he  had  rendered— Shelby,  a name 
whichjcan  never  be  mentioned  without  awakening, 
in  every  American  bosom,  emotions  of  gratitude. 
I see  in  this  illustrious  character  a display  of  that 
love  of  country  and  chivalrous  spirit  which  con- 
ceived and  effected  our  independence,  and,  una- 
bated by  age,  it  reappeared  to  vindicate  those 
rights,  to  the  establishment  of  which,  in  his  more 
youiliful  days,  he  had  so  essentially  contributed; 
but,  he  is  as  generous  as  h^e  is  brave,  and  he  re- 
fused to  accept  a tribute  of  respect,  whose  indirect 
consequence  might  htive  been  a reflection  on  the 
commander  in  chief,  to  whose  zeal,  patr;otism  and 
capacity  in  conducting  this  campaign,  he  always 
bore  a cheerful  testimony.  Col.  Johnson,  influ 
enced  by  the  same  sensibility^  peremptorily  refused 
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to  his  friends  the  perimission  of  bringing  this  sub- 
ject before  the  representatives  of  the  people.  I, 
however,  will  barely  remark,  in  regard  to  the  com- 
manding general,  that  with  the  regrets  which  the 
delay  of  justice  to  this  citizen  must  necessarily 
create,  will  be  mingled  with  some  consolation  in  the 
reflection,  that  his  character  has  been  ei>tirely  pun- 
iied  from  the  censure  which  had  been  improperly 
cast  upon  it;  and  that  the  meed  now  dispensed  has 
the  sanction  of  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  na- 
tion, unbiassed  by  passion  or  the  false  fire  of  the 
moment.  He  will  now  receive  it  with  a grateful 
feeling,  as  the  highest  reward  which  freemen  can 
give,  or  a freeman  receive. 

With  regard  to  col.  Johnson,  it  is  due  to  him  to 
say,  this  proposition  is  now  made  without  his  con- 
sent. Mr.  B.  however,  who  took  a pride  in  calling 
him  his  friend,  took  the  responsibility  upon  himself, 
because  he  thought  it  would  be  an  act  of  consum- 
mate injustice,  were  no  lasting  memorial  to  be 
erected  to  the  valor  which  he  so  signally  displayed 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to.  Another  motive  with 
Mr.  B.  was  a notification,  on  the  part  of  Col.  John- 
son, of  his  retiring  from  public  life.  While  he  re- 
gretted this  event  as  a serious  loss  to  the  public 
councils,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  his  reasons 
were  sufficient  to  justify  it.  While  upon  this  sub- 
ject he  would  barely  add,  that  he  was  satisfied  it 
would  not  be  deemed  an  exaggeration  when  he  as 
serted,  that  no  man  in  congress  had  performed 
more  service  than  col.  Johnson.  In  addition  to  the 
just  claims  of  his  own  particular  constituents  upon 
him,  what  part  of  the  union  is  it  from  which  appli- 
cations have  not  been  made  and  cheerfully  attended 
to  by  this  patriotic  citizen.?  So  much  for  the  first 
objection  that  might  possibly  be  made,  although 
he  did  not  anticipate  it.  As  to  the  second  difficul- 
ty,  that  might  exist  in  the  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men,  the  grade  of  col.  Johnson— if  there  were  no 
precedent  applicable  to  this  case,  Mr.  B,  would 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  fixing  one.  It  is  the  at- 
tribute of  all  governments  to  adapt  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  endless  vicissitudes  which  human  af- 
fairs cotinually  present.  The  valor  displayed  by 
col.  Johnson  is  unsurpassed  by  any  example  in  the 
annals  of  mankind.  But  it  is  not  now  necessary 
to  press  this  question,  because  you  have  a prece- 
dent in  the  case  of  M’Donough  and  his  associates, 
in  the  distinguished  victory  gained  by  them  on 
lake  Champlain,  over  a British  squadron,  and  some 
others.  Mr.  B,  said,  he  should  but  ill  represent 
the  feelings  of  his  friend,  or  his  own,  if,  in  asking 
for  this  tribute  of  respect,  any  thing  could  be  in- 
ferred from  what  is  said  or  done,  unfavorable  to 
those  patriotic  officers  holding  grades  between  col. 
Johnson  and  the  commander  in  chief  It  was  but 
justice  to  them  to  say,  that,  had  it  been  their  good 
fortune,  on  the  day  of  battle,  to  have  had  the  post 
of  honor,  they  would  have  acquired  those  laurels, 
so  dearly  earned  by  col.  Johnson.  Generous  as 
brave,  so  far  from  looking  with  an  eye  of  envy  upon 
this  honorable  tribute  of  gratitude,  dispensed  in 
behalf  of  this  distinguished  citizen,  they  will  warm 
ly  participate  in  the  fine  feelings  with  which  col. 
Johnson  will  receive  this  mark  of  his  country’s  dis- 
tinction. 

As  to  the  merit  of  colonel  Johnson  to  this  evi- 
dence of  our  gratitude,  Mr,  B.  said,  he  had  alrea- 
dy declared  that  upon  this  point  there  could  be  no 
difference  of  opinion.  To  expatiate  upon  it,  would 
be  unnecessary;  yet  he  could  not  dismiss  this  sub- 
ject without  briefly  enumerating  some  of  the  lead- 
ing acts  of  his  public  life,  so  far  at  least  as  they 


connect  themselves  with  the  question  under  consi- 
deration. 

Let  it  then  be  remembered  that  he  was  zealous- 
ly in  favor  of  the  war.  Not  content  with  the  dis- 
tinguished place  he  held  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  he  patriotically  resolved  to  vindicate  with 
his  own  arm  those  rigl’.ts  which  he  had  so  manfully 
asserted  while  voting  for  the  declaration  of  war. 
He  erects  his  standard,  and  proclaims  his  purpose; 
and,  although  much  was  to  have  been  expected 
from  the  patriotism,  the  zeal,  the  enterprize,  and 
courage  of  Kentucky — a people  Mr.  B,  delighted 
to  honor,  as,  in  addition  to  their  merit,  he  consider- 
ed then  his  own  kindred,  thousands  of  his  near  and 
highly  respected  relations  being  there — although, 
he  said,  much  was  to  have  been  expected,  yet, 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  devotedness  ®f  those  old 
and  young,  rich  and  poor,  rallying  around  the  stand- 
ard of  their  country,  we  see  a new  subj  ect  of  ad- 
miration. 

In  doing  justice  to  those  patriots,  let  it  not  be 
understood  that  any  invidious  distinctions  is  intend- 
ed to  be  made  in  their  favor.  Mr.  B.  said  he  well 
knew  that  illustrious  examples  of  courage  and  pa- 
triotism were  exhibited  in  other  portions  of  the 
I Union,  and  on  all  proper  occasions  he  was  prepar- 
ed to  lift  his  feeble  voice  to  do  them  ample  jus- 
tice. But,  to  return  to  the  patriotic  volunteers, 
who  embodied  at  the  call  of  colonel  Johnson,  dis- 
playing a spectacle  as  honorable  to  themselves  as 
to  colonel  Johnson,  manifesting  the  high  confidence 
they  reposed  in  this  their  illustrious  citizen,  these 
brave  men,  leaving  their  homes  and  their  domestic 
blessings,  and,  weighing  the  honor  of  their  country 
and  the  defence  of  her  rights,  against  the  privations 
and  hazards  of  war,  willingly  accepted  them  as  an 
equivalent.  Undeterred  by  the  difficulties  or  dan- 
gers to  which  they  are  about  to  be  exposed,  they 
fearlessly  commit  themselves  to  the  trackless  de- 
sert, to  the  secret  danger  of  the  ambuscaded  sa- 
vage, or  the  more  open  perils  of  their  less  savage 
ally.  A night  of  misfortune  had  shed  its  disastrous 
gloom  over  our  affairs.  It  was  given  to  commo- 
dore Perry  to  turn  back  the  tide  of  adversity  upon 
the  fountain  from  which  it  flowed.  Lake  Erie  was 
reserved  for  the  display  of  the  brilliant  superiority 
of  American  bravery  and  seamanship  over  our  then 
haughty  foe;  achieving  a victory  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  president  Madison,  will  fill  an  early  page 
in  our  naval  annals,  as  having  never  been  surpass- 
ed in  lustre,  however  much  it  may  have  been  in 
magnitude.  The  way  having  been  opened,  the 
commanding  general  and  his  veteran  associate, 
with  promptitude,  availed  themselves  of  the  op  - 
portunity  thus  offered,  to  throw  themselves  in  the 
enemy’s  country,  and  pursuing,  with  unanimity  and 
with  unexampled  rapidity,  (of  which  pursuit  col. 
Johnson  led  the  van,)  speedily  overtook  them. 
The  battle  is  arrayed;  the  post  of  honor,  for  such 
he  made  it,  is  assigned  colonel  .Johnson.  The  ene- 
my have  the  Thames  on  the  left;  a British  regi- 
ment, seven  hundred  strong,  has  also  a ravine  on 
the  right,  beyond  which  was  the  celebrated  Te- 
cumseh,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundi’ed  savages,  a 
force  truly  formidable.  When  we  refer  to  the  com- 
mander, of  whom  it  may  be  said,  unless  his  characr 
ter  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  that  had  he 
been  favored  with  the  embellishments  of  civilized 
life,  and  he  benefits  of  military  experience,  he 
would  have  been  one  of  tlie  most  distinguished 
captains  of  the  present  ,eveuiful  period;  to  wliicb, 
when  we  superadd  dsat  hi:  aKsociates  were  acting 
under  the  impress;  n of  their  being  under  the  par- 
ticular favor  of  fledven^,  it  v/eli  may  be.  said  that 
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the  force  thus  to  be  encountered  was  indeed  for- 
midable. This  force,  so  placed,  and  so  formidable 
to  ordinary  minds,  presented  nothing  alarming  to 
the  mounted  regiment.  Colonel  Johnson  divides 
his  regiment,  say  one  thousand  strong — one  batta- 
lion placed  under  the  command  of  col.  James  John- 
son, who  gave,  in  accepting  his  station  under  a 
younger  brother,  an  h.onorable  evidence  of  his  pa- 
triotism; the  other  battalion,  headed  by  himself, 
passed  a defile,  and  placed  itself  on  the  right  of 
of  the  marsh.  The  bugle  was  to  announce  the  rea- 
diness for  attack.  The  sound  is  heard,  and,  min- 
gled with  the  watchword,  victory  or  death,  floated 
along  the  line.  The  British  force  was  overwhelm- 
ed in  an  instant:  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
on  their  knees  supplicated  mercy,  Altho*  there 
was  a long  account  of  unatoned  for  blood,  impious- 
ly shed  by  this  united  British  and  Indian  force, 
and  retaliation  justified,  even  to  their  entire  exter- 
niination,  yet,  at  the  cry  of  mercy,  the  sword  was 
immediately  sheathed,  and  the  guilty  survived. 
Tar  different  was  the  conflict  with  the  savage  foe; 
there  man  was  opposed  to  man,  in  single  combat, 
rifle  to  rifle,  and  tomahawk  to  tomahawk,  wounds 
and  death  were  mutually  dealt  out.  Colonel  John- 
son, early  in  the  combat,  received  two  severe  ■ 
wotinds,  attended  with  the  loss  of  much  blood.  In 
this  trying  crisis  an  ordinary  courage  would  have 
retired  from  the  combat;  on  him  it  had  a different 
effect.  It  seemed  to  impart  to  him  new  courage, 
which  manifested  itself  in  a prodigy  of  valor, 
which  loses  nothing  in  a comparison  with  the  most 
splendid  achievement  recorded  in  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  “backward  time.”  Calling  around  him 
twenty  spirits^  the  bravest  among  the  brave,  he  re- 
solved, at  their  head,  to  precipitate  himself  on  the 
fiercest  part  of  the  conflict,  where  Teciimseh  in 
person  commanded,  and  who  was  the  soul  of  the 
battle.  Of  these  daring  spirits,  composing  the 
forlorn  hope,  one  only  escaped.  The  others  were 
all  cut  down,  some  to  rise  no  more;  the  remainder 
mangled  by  numerous  wounds,  of  which  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  resolution  had  his  melancholy 
share.  Bleeding,  exhausted  by  effusion  of  blood, 
and  alone,  his  fate  seemed  inevitable,  when  Tecum- 
seh,  cool  and  collected,  approached  with  his  un- 
erring rifle  and  ruthless  tomahawk.  It  pleased 
Providence  to  interpose.  Amidst  universal  car- 
nage, and  in  the  teeth  of  approaching  death,  col. 
Johnson  remained  undismayed,  and  hurled  at  Te- 
cumseh  that  death  which  had  been  prepared  for 
him.  This  is  the  man  and  the  services  to  which 
Mr.  B.  wished  an  honorable  testimony  to  be  erect- 
ed, one  more  lasting  than  that  which  is  found  in 
evanescent  papers  of  the  day.  If  any  thing  was 
necessary  to  be  added  in  support  of  the  high  claims 
of  this  distinguished  citizen  upon  the  gratitude  of 
his  country.  It  would  be  found  in  the  honorable 
notice  taken  of  him  by  the  commanding  general, 
and  repeated,  in  the  most  flattering  manner,  by 
president  Madison,  in  communicating  the  result  of 
the  battle  to  congress.  But  it  Is  more  than  unne- 
cessary to  furnish  any  additional  proofs.  Where- 
ever  there  is  an  American,  the  courage  and  services 
of  col.  Johnson  are  known  and  applauded,  Mr.  B. 
indulged  a hop®,  bordering  on  confidence,  that  the 
measure  he  now  proposed  would  receive  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  senate,  for  in  that  unanimity 
the  principal  merit  would  consist. 


Honor  to  the  Brave. 

The  following  letters,  &c.  will  interest  those  rea- 
ders who  delight  in  the  reward  of  the  brave. 


Navt  dkpaktmknt,  April  7,  1818. 
Capt.  J.  D.  FMiot,  IT.  S.  navy: 

Sin — In  complying  with  a resolution  of  congress, 
passed  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1813,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  president  of  the  United  State.s,  I have 
the  honor  of  handing  to  you  “an  elegant  sword, 
with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  in  testimony  of 
the  just  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  your  gal- 
lantly and  good  conduct,  in  boarding  and  captur- 
ing the  British  brigs  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  while 
anchored  under  the  protection  of  fort  Erie.” 

Among  the  various  official  duties  devolving 
upon  me,  I have  a high  degree  of  satisfaction  in 
the  performance  of  tliis:  and  at  the  same  time 
to  add  the  assurance  of  my  personal  esteem  and 
respect  for  your  honorable  services  as  an  officer, 
and  your  character  as  a gentleman.  AVith  the  best 
wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness,  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

JVorfolk,  April  13,  1818. 

SrR<— Your  letter,  and  the  sword  which  you  pre- 
sented to  me,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of 
congress,  have  both  been  received:  I want  terms 
to  express  the  mingled  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
pride  inspired  by  tliis  token  of  public  confidence. 
Next  to  the  consciousness  of  having  endeavored 
to  do  his  duty,  every  officer  must  value  the  appro- 
bation of  his  country.  I know,  indeed,  that  the 
success  which  has  procured  me  this  honor  should 
be  ascribed  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
those  whom  it  wai?  my  good  fortune  to  command, 
rather  than  to  my  personal  skill,  and  that  I owe 
this  distinction  more  to  the  generosity  of  con- 
gress than  to  my  own  merit;  but  this  very  conside- 
ration will  animate  ray  future  efforts  to  justify  the 
distinction  which  my  country  has  deigned  to  confer 
on  me. 

For  the  kind  and  flattering  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  make  the  communication,  I 
beg  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgments. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  D.  ELLIOT. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CROWNIK.SHIELT), 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  editors  of  the  Union  have  been  favored,  by  the 
proper  authority,  with  the  following 

DESCRIPTIOX 

Of  the  superb  sword  voted  by  congress  and  pre- 
sented to  capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliot,  in  testimony  of 
his  undaunted  bravery,  in  capturing  and  carrying 
off  the  British  vessels  of  war,  Detroit  and  Cale- 
ooNiA,  from  under  the  guns  of  fort  Erie,’on  the 
19th  of  October  1812,  notwithstanding  a heavy  fire 
of  cannon  from  the  fort,  and  from  the  light  artil- 
lery which  lined  the  hostile  shore.  The  sword  was 
completed  in  the  best  possible  manner  by  the 
ablest  artists  in  the  United  States. 

Top  of  the  hilt — k Do]phin^  from  the  mouth  of 
which  the  Guard  issues. 

The  guard  is  made  of  a Torse  of  Arabesque^  richly 
chafed. 

On  the  port  is  engraved  America,  represented  by 
a female  figure  with  a helmet  on  her  head,  a shield 
on  her  left  arm,  resting  with  the  right  on  Roman 
fasces,  sitting  on  a trophy  of  ancient  and  modern  in- 
stniments  of  rjarfare,  martial  wwsic,  colours,  and  na- 
val appendages,  encircled  by  a ivreath  of  laurels. 

On  the  hilt  is  carved  Jupiter  Olympus,  sitting  on 
bis  Eagle,  holding  in  the  left  hand  thunder  bolts 
ready  to  hurl,  and  in  the  right  hand  a sceptre  of 
cypress. 
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The  blade,  of  the  finest  steel,  is  exquisitely  orna 
mented  witli  naval  and  military  trophies  and  ara- 
besqnes,  of  the  most  beautiful  patterns,  the  whole, 
on  one  side,  encircling’,  in  a medallion^  a represen- 
tation of  the  tov/ing  off*,  after  capture,  of  the  De- 
troit and  Caledonia,  cut  out  from  under  the  walls  of 
fort  E"ie;  the  American  flag  displayed  over  the 
British,  during  a heavy  and  tremendous  fire  from 
fort  Erie,  of  wliich  the  fortifications  are  in  view, 
and  from  the  light  artillery  with  which  the  enemy’s 
,shore  is  seen  lined,  with  this  inscription. 

Jesse  D.  Elliot,  Niagara  straits. 

ON  THE  TIEVEUSE, 

JVaval  and  military  trophies  and  several  other 
ornaments,  encircling  the  initials  of  lieut,  Elliot’s 
name,  with  this  motto; 

**Hostium  sub  manibvs  naves  invasit  et  patrice  dedit?' 

[Under  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  he  boarded 
the  vessels  and  presented  them  to  his  country.] 

On  the  scabbard,  which  is  polished  to  imitate 
steel,  made  of  silver  and  mounted  with  fine  gold, 
are  engraved  tridents,  crovins  of  laurel,  &c.  &c. 

On  the  belt  plate,  made  of  fine  gold,  is  an 
American  Eagle,  grasping  in  her  talons  a quiver 
of  arrows  and  other  insignia  of  the  arms  of  the 
United  States,  and  resting  on  warlike  implements 
of  every  description. 

hull’s  medal. 

In  conformity  with  a resolution  of  congress  on 
the  29th  January,  1813,  a gold  medal  has  been  ex- 
ecuted with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and 
presented,  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  capt. 
Hull,  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  the  gallan- 
try and  good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  capture  of 
the  British  ship  Guerriere. 

On  one  side  is  a bust,  representing  in  profile 
the  likeness  of  capt.  Hull,  with  the  following  in- 
scription:— 

IsaacusHuil,  Peritos  Arte  surperat,  Jul.  1812 — Aug. 

Certamine  Fortes. 

“Isaac  Hull  in  skill  surpasses  the  skilful,  July, 
1812,”  [when  he  suceeded  in  escaping  from  a Bri- 
tish fleet,  and  was  highly  complimented  by  both 
friend  and  foe  for  his  skill  on  the  occasion] — 

“In  Battle  the  Brave  in  August”  [referring  to  the 
capture  of  the  Guerriere  frigate,  capt.  Dacres. 

On  the  reverse  of  the  medal,  the  battle  between 
the  Constitution  and  Guerriere  is  represented  in 
that  particular  stage  of  it  most  interesting,  when 
the  boarders  from  the  Guerriere  have  been  repuls- 
ed and  a raking  fire  from  the  Constitution  has  cut 
away  the  main  and  foremasts  of  the  Guerriere, 
which  are  falling — leaving  the  American  ship  little 
injured. 

The  motto,  which  we  believe  to  be  a quotation 
from  Horace,  is  descriptive  of  this  state  of  the  ac- 
tion, and  of  the  remarkably  short  tim?  in  which  the 
victory  was  gained. 

Hora:  Momento  victoria. 

Dies  for  several  other  medals,  voted  to’dlfferent 
distinguished  naval  commanders,  are  in  readiness; 
but  the  medals  have  not  been  struck,  on  account  of 
some  delay  at  the  mint.  As  soon  as  th>.  y shall  be 
completed  and  delivered  w e shall  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure descriptions  of  them  for  publication. 

. COMMODORE  DECATOR. 

In  consideration  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
this  accomplished  and  gallant  hero,  and  in  testimo- 
ny of  their  personal  respect,  a sum  of  money  was 
raised  in  this  city,  by  the  friends  and  associates  of. 


bis  youth,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  liim  a ser- 
vice of  plate. — The  committee  wdio  were  appointed 
to  perform  this  agreeable  duty,  attended  to  it  with 
alacrity;  and  now  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  the 
following:  Phil.  Gazette. 

Philad'elphia,  Feb.  11,  1818. 

Com.  S.  Decatur, 

Dear  sir — X number  of  your  townsmen,  most  of 
whom  have  known  you  from  your  youth,  and  the 
hearts  of  all  of  whom  have  followed  you  in  your 
career  of  peril,  honor  and  usefulness,  with  alter- 
nate anxiety  and  exultation,  have  appointed  t'ae 
undersigned  a committee  to  present  you  a service 
of  plate,  in  testimony  of  their  high  sense  of  your 
brilliant  service  to  your  country,  and  for  the  glo- 
ry which  your  deeds  have  reflected  on  her  name. 
Ip.  executing  this  pleasing  duty,  we  beg  you  to 
be  assured,  that  although  the  tribute  which  we 
now  off*er  is  intrinsically  of  no  great  value,  it  is  ac- 
companied by  that,  which  to  the  hero  and  patriot, 
is  '^^peail  -idtUovt  price’* — the  love  and  gratitude  of 
your  countrymen. 

On  behalf  of  our  constituents,  and  ourselves,  we 
beg  you,  dear  sir,  to  accept  our  united  and  sincere 
wishes  for  your  health,  happiness,  and  future  use- 
fulness to  your  beloved  country. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  esteem,  we 
are,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  WHARTON,-^ 

DANE.  SMITH,  j 

ROBERT  SMITH  V Committee. 
JON  A.  SMITH,  I 

SML.  RELF,  J 

AjrSWEH. 

WasHiNGTON,  April  2,  1818. 

Gentlemen— I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with  the  elegant  service 
of  plate  presented  to  me  by  a number  of  my  fellow 
citizens  of  Philadephia,  which  came  safe  to  hand 
yesterday. 

Any  language  that  I could  use  would  fall  very 
far  short  of  doing  justice  to  the  grateful  feelings 
and  recollections  with  which  your  communication 
has  filled  me.  It  has  added  another  to  tlie  many 
proofs  I had  already  received  of  the  partiality  of 
my  townsmen  and  the  friends  of  my  youth.  I beg 
your  committee,  composed  of  names  with  which 
my  earliest  and  most  agr  eeable  ideas  are  asso- 
ciated, to  accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  very 
flattering  sentiments  you  have  expressed  towards 
me,  and  my  best  wishes  for  a continuation  of  your 
prosperity. 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  regard  and  esteem, 
I have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be  your  obedient 
servant,  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

TL  o Robert  Wharton,  &c.  Commiltee. 

We  understand  that  the  above  service  of  plate 
was  executed  by  the  first  v/orkmen  in  Philadelphia', 
and  in  a style  of  superior  elegance.  The  principal 
pieces  bore  the  following  inscription, 

Br  citizens  of  PHILADELPHIA. 

TO  THEIR  TOWNSMAN 

COMMODORE  DECATUR, 

Esteemed  for  his  virtue,  and  honored  for  his  valor 


Official  Appointments. 

LIST  OF  INDIAN  AGENTS, 

Appointed  by  the  president  under  the  act  passed  ai 
the  late  session  of  congress,  and  confirmed  by  the  se- 
nate. 

David  B.  Mitchell,  agent  to  the  Creek  nation. 
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John  McKee,  agent  to  the  Choctaw  nation. 

R.  J.  Meigs,  agent  to  the  Cherokee  nation. 

Henry  Sherburne,  agent  to  the  Chickasaw  nation. 

Thomas  Forsyth,  agent  to  Missouri  territory. 

John  Johnson,  agent  to  Fort  Wayne  and  Piqua. 

William  Prince,  agent  to  Vincennes. 

Richard  Graham,  agent  to  Illinois  territory, 

Rueben  Lewis,  agent  to  Arkansas. 

Jficholas  Boilvin,  agent  to  Prairie  du  Chien. 

John  Jamison,  agent  to  Nachitoches. 

Charles  Jonett,  agent  to  Chicago. 

John  Bowyer,  agent  to  Green  Bay. 

Alexander  Wolcott,  jr.  agent  to  the  Lakes. 

Jacob  Tipton,  agent  to  Michilimackinack. 
Superintendent  and  factors^  to  the  United  States* 
trading  houses^  appointed  as  aforesaid. 

Thomas  L.  McKenney,  superintendent  of  Indian 
trade,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

George  C.  Sibley,  Factor,  Osage  trading  house, 
Missouri. 

Michael  Eley,  assistant. 

John  W.  Johnson,^factor,  Prairie  du  CJiien,  N.  W. 
territory. 

Robert  B.  Belt,  assistant. 

Isaac  Rawlings,  jr.  factor,  Chickasaw  Bluffs, 
Tennessee. 

Mathew  Irwin,  factor.  Green  Bay. 

Jacob  B.  Varnum,  factor,  Chicago. 

John  Fowler,  factor,  Sulphur  Fork,  county  of 
Natchiteches. 

Seorge  S.  Gaines,  factor,  Choctaw  trading  house, 
Mississippi. 

Benjamin  Everett,  assistant. 

Daniel  Hughes,  factor,  fort  Mitchell,  Georgia. 

Miscellaneous  appointments. 

Albion  K.  Parris,  judge  ot  the  United  States 
eourt  for  the  district  of  Maine. 

Henry  Y.  Webb,  of  North  Carolina,  judge  of  the 
Alabama  territory. 

John  H.  Morrel,  marshal  for  the  district  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Victor  Adolphus  Sasserno,  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Nice,  kingdom  of  Sardinia. 

John  P.  Marberry,  of  Ohio,  receiver  of  public 
monies  at  Marietta. 

Henry  Muse,  of  Virginia,  surveyor  of  the  port  of 
Urbana. 

Elijah  Hall,  of  New  Hampshire,  naval  officer  of 
the  port  of  Portsmouth. 

John  Sanders,  of  Massachusetts,  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Salem. 

Ebenezer  Dale,  of  Massachusetts,  surveyor  of 
the  port  of  Gloucestor. 

William  D.  Harrison,  of  Maryland,  surveyor  of 
the  port  of  Nanjemoy. 

John  C.  Wright,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Ohio. 

David  W.  Hale,  collector  of  direct  taxes  and  in- 
ternal duties  for  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Augustus  Chouteau,  commissioner  to  treat  with 
the  Illinois,  Kickapoos,  Pottawatamies,  and  other 
tribes  of  Indians,  within  tl»e  Illinois  territory. 

Robert  Wash,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Missouri  territory. 

Adam  D.  Stewart,  collector  for  the  district  of 
Miciiilimackinack,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue'for 
the  port  theraof. 

John  Brewster,  collector  for  the  district  of  Perth 
Amboy,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
thereof. 

Stephen  Thacker,  collector  for  the  district  of 
Passamaquaddy,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for 
the  port  thereof. 


Duncan  Campbell,  collector  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties  of  the  10th  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Daniel  Miles,  collector  of  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
nal duties  for  the  9th  collection  district  of  Ohio. 

John  W.  Littlejohn,  collector  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties  for  the  28d.  district  of  Virgi, 
nia. 

Benjamin  Moore,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
Benjamin  Franklin  Mackall,  of  Georgetown,  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

William  Bayard  Shields,  judge  for  the  district  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Bela  Metcalfe,  attorney  for  the  district  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi. 

Henry  G.  Johnson,  marshal  for  the  district  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

George  Washington  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  to  Russia. 

Jesse  Hawley,  collector  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  district  of  Gennesee. 

Martin  T.  Morton,  collector  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  district  of  Nantucket. 

Lemuel  Mead,  Henry  Chambers,  George  Phillips, 
George  Gayle,  and  Mathew  D.  Wilson,  members 
of  the  legislative  council  of  the  Alabama  territory. 

William  Clark  and  Augustus  Chouteau,  commis- 
sioners for  holding  a treaty  with  the  Quapaw  tribe 
of  Indians. 

Jonathan  Jennings,  Lewis  Cass,  and  Benjamin 
Park,  commissioners  for  holding  a treaty  with  the 
Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Isaac  Shelby  and  Andrew  Jackson,  commission- 
ers for  holding  a treaty  with  the  Chickasaw  nations 
of  Indians. 

John  M’Kee,  William  Carroll,  and  Daniel  Burnet* 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Choctaws, 

Wm.  T.  Swann,  Francis  Peyton,  Newton  Keene, 
Nathaniel  Wise,  and  Jacob  Morgan,  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  district 
of  Columbia. 

John  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  agent  for  taking  ther 
census  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

William  Young,  of  Tennessee,  agent  for  taking 
the  census  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Jonathan  H.  Walker,  ol  Pennsylvania,  judge  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western. district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Andrew  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

William  B.  Irish,  marshal  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  Hitchcock,  secretary  for  the  territory  of 
Alabama. 

Samuel  Hodges,  jun.  of  Massachusetts,  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  tlieCape  de  Verd  Islands. 

James  Schee,  of  Delaware,  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  Genoa. 

C.  A.  Murray,  consul  of  the  United  States  for 
Gottenburg. 

Alexanaer  M’Rae,  of  Virginia,  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  Amsterdam. 

Thomas  A.  Smith,  formerly  of  Tennessee,  receiv- 
er of  public  monies  for  the  district  of  Howard  coun- 
ty, in  the  Missouri  territory. 

Decius  Wadsworth,  formerly  of  Connecticut,  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Howard 
county,  in  the  Missouri  territory. 

John  B.  Roberts,  of  Virginia,  collector  of  the  dis- 
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trict  of  East  river,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue 
therein,  in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

George  M.  Dallas,  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Samuel 
Jackson,  have  been  appointed  by  the  president  to 
be  commissioners  of  bankruptcy  in  Pennsylvania. 


Fraluds. 

Under  this  head,  the  National  Advocate,  of  New 
York,  contains  extracts  from  a statement  of 
major  Hogan,  an  agent  engaged  by  pvernment 
to  investigate  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  frauds 
of  which  he  speaks. 

Maior  Hogan,  in  a letter  to  the  acting  secretary 
of  war,  dated  29th  March,  1817,  gives  an  account 
of  his  arrival  at  French  Mills,  and  his  investigating 
the  claims  of  the  aforementioned  persons— part  of 
his  statement  is  as  follows:  _ 

When  I came  to  investigate  the  claims  of  B. 
Sanborn,  and  others,  I discovered  something  was 
wrong,  and  told  Jones  I believed  there  was  a fraud; 
he  appeared  alarmed,  and  told  me  that  he  had  a 
handsome  speculation  iir  view,  and  wished  me  to 
participate  in  it.  1 asked  what  it  was,  he  said 
that  he  could  purchase  up  all  the  claims  in  that 
quarter,  for  a small  sum,  and  that,  with  my  assist- 
ance, could  make  a fortune.  Believing  Jones  to  be 
a most  consummate  scoundrel,  I deemed  it  justifia- 
ble to  appear  to  fall  into  his  views,  with  a view  of 
obtaining  a more  correct  knowledge  of  the  validity 
of  the  claims  I had  in  charge,  than  I could  possibly 
ascertain  in  any  other  manner;  although  it  was  a 
course  of  conduct  that  I by  no  means  approved,  yet 
I knew  it  was  the  only  source  whereby  the  govern- 
ment would  be  guarded  from  imposition;  I deemed 
duplicity  in  this  instance  justifiable.  I told  him  I 
was  ready  to  investigate  the  claims  subnaitted  to 
me.  He  replied  ’twould  take  some  days  to  collect 
his  witnesses;  but  in  the  mean  time  he  wished  me 
to  become  his  partner  in  the  purchase  of  the 
claims.  I told  him  that  1 had  no  money  to  invest 
in  that  kind  of  business,  and  it  was  a speculation 
that  I wished  to  have  nothing  to  do  with*  He  de- 
termined to  persevere  in  pressing,  and  said  he 
would  furnish  the  money;  he  had  ^20,000  ly- 
ing idle,  that  he  would  employ  in  that  way,  and  if 
I would  only  join  him,  I should  have  gl0,000  for  a 
few  weeks  work.  I asked  him  in  what  manner  he 
contemplated  making  such  a large  sum  so  soon.? 
He  replied,  oh!  damn  it  if  you  only  join  me,  I can 
make  ^100,000!  I was  thunderstruck,  and  asked 
him  how  he  could  do  it.?  he  replied,'  he  could  mus- 
ter up  claims  here  to  that  amount.  I asked  how 
he  could  support  them;  he  replied,  he  could  get 
witnesses  to  swear  any  thing;  if  you  will  only  join 
me,  I can  manage  that  matter.  I observed  to  liim, 
you  might  be  caught  in  this  business;  he  replied,  I 
can  make  it  as  strong  as  hell,  and  I will  defy  Peter 
Hagner^  or  the  devil  himself,  to  detect  me.  I ob- 
served, he  must  be  a great  adept  in  this  business, 
or  else  he  would  certainly  be  found  out.  He  said 
he  was  not  afraid,  but  he  be  damned  if  he  would 
rest  satisfied  until  he  had  at  least  one  of  Uncle 
Sam*s  day’s  income,  which  he  estimated  at  150,000 
dollars.  I told  him  I now  suspected  that  those  cases 
which  were  submitted  to  me,  were  of  this  class; 
he  laughed,  and  said,  no,  not  altogether;  but,  says 
he,  you  must  not  let  any  person  see  those  papers 
here.  I asked  him,  why?  he  said,  his  own  claim, 
he  did  not  care  who  saw  it,  but  Hitchcock  was  not 
coming  to  terms  with  Lis  creditors,  and  he  did  not 
wish  them  to  knotv  he  had  such  a claim.  1 sus- 
pected they  had  other  reasons  for  not  wishing  them 
seen,  and  told  him  so;  he  replied,  laughing,  that 


he  had  not,  as  respects  his  own  claim,  but  he  did 
not  want  Sanborn’s  to  be  seen.  I asked  him  his 
reasons.?  he  began  to  laugh  and  replied  it  was  all 
fudge;  this  was  as  I suspected;  (Mr.  Hagner  will  re- 
collect I stated  this  as  my  impression  in  February 
last,  when  the  claim  was  first  shown;)  I told  Jones  I 
should  certainly  report  it  as  such.  He  seemed 
alarmed  and  replied,  Oh/  damn  it,  dont  do  that,  take 
the  half  or  the  -whole  of  it  yourself.  I felt  indignant 
enough  at  the  moment  to  cane  him  out  of  my  pre- 
sence, but  on  a moment’s  reflection,  1 had  only  a 
part  of  the  secret.  I now  had  his  acknowledg- 
ment that  it  was  a fraudulent  account;  but,  as  it 
was  well  supported,  it  became  necessary  to  know 
how  he  had  obtained  those  affidavits;  there  was 
one  in  particular,  capt.  James  B.  Spencer,  who  was 
formerly  of  the  29ih  infantry,  and  is  now  a judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  postmaster,  and  cus- 
tom-house officer  under  Mr.  Saler,  (and  is  Jones* 
brother-in-law)  and  upon  his  testimony,  I was  in- 
duced to  give  a certificate  that  this  claim  might  be 
correct,  as  Spencer  had  sworn  so  positively  to  the 
facts.  Jones  then  unfolded  himself  in  full  confi- 
dence, and  made  the  statement  I have  annexed  to 
my  report,  in  the  case  of  Sanborn,  as  also  in  the 
other  cases  which  I have  returned. 

In  relation  to  Sanborn’s  claim,  major  Hogan  con- 
tinues as  follows: 

James  R.  Spencer  is  the  last  and  most  important 
witness.  When  Jones  acknowledged  to  me,  that 
his  claim  was  altogether  fudge,  I asked  him  how 
he  had  obtained  capt.  Spencer’s  affidavit;  he  said, 
laughing,  he  had  got  ]\\in  fuddled.  I told  him  capt. 
Spencer  should  see  his  affidavit;  he  replied,  oh! 
damn  it,  dont  show  it  to  him  until  I speak  to  him, 
and  immediately  left  me,  and  brought  Spencer  to 
my  lodgings,  when  I showed  him  the  claim,  and 
asked  him  what  he  knew  about  it.  He  replied,  he 
had  sworn  to  what  he  knew,  and  could  say  nothing 
further.  I then  sat  down  and  wrote  his  affidavit, 
which  he  swore  to— Jones  told  me,  after  he  had 
left  us,  that  he  was  very  much  alarmed  when  he 
first  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  but  soon  replied, 
I must  go  tkro^  71010,  I can^t  go  back,  and  then  came 
over.  When  I a^ked  Jones  who  the  other  wit- 
nesses were,  he  replied,  laughing,  they  are  such 
men  as  these,  holding  up  the  figure  of  a man  cut 
of  paper.^I  thought  it  impossible  that  Hitchcock, 
whose  reputation  was  good,  should  sanction  such 
villainy  with  his  name  officially.  I expressed  my 
doubts  to  Jones  on  this  subject,  when  he  observed, 
he  had  all  the  judges  in  that  country  under  his 
thumb,  and  could  make  them  do  as  he  pleased, 
and  observed,  you  must  write  off  their  affidavits, 
and  I will  get  Spencer  to  swear  my  paper  men  in. 
I at  once  determined  so  do,  and  wrote  those  sigped 
John  Mills,  William  Thomas,  Augustin  Stephens, 
which  Jones  immediately  signed,  by  copying  their 
signatures  in  my  presence,  and  carried  them  ofi', 
and  soon  after  returned  witli  them,  signed  by  Speii^ 
cer,  as  justice  of  the  peace. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND.  &C. 

The  present  establishment  of  the  poor  old  king 
costs  255,000h  (^  1,132,000)  per  annum!  TJie 
charge  of  the  master  of  the  house  is  9000l  and  thir- 
ty three  saddle  horses  are  kept  for  the  use  of  “his 
majesty,”  though  he  has  not  ridden  one  for  seven 
years,  nor  ever  will  ride  one.  “Her  majesty’s” 
travelling  expenses  f chiefly  to  visit  her  husband, } 
costs  10,000/  (^44,400)  a year!  How  v/onderfui  is 
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it  that  a ^'thinking*  people”  should  toil  and  sweat, 
and  groan  out  a weary  life  for  such  things! 

Princess  Charlotte's  death.  The  Petersburg  Re- 
publican mentions  the  receipt  of  private  letters 
from  England,  which  state  that  a serious  investi- 
gation is  to  take  place  relafive  to  the  death  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte.  The  suicide  of  sir  Richard 
Croft  Is  the  leading  cause  of  several  rumors  in 
circulation  as  to  that  unhappy  event. 

Among  the  queer  reports  of  the  day  and  in  per- 
fect evidence  of  the  morality  of  princes,  it  is  stat- 
ed that  the  prince  regent  of  England,  after  being 
divorced  from  his  own  wife,  as  it  is  said  he  is  to 
be,  will  marry  Maria  Lonisa,  the  wife  ofNapoIeoa 
Bonaparte — who  seems  to  be  immediately  expected 
in  England! 

FRAXCE. 

From  Paris  papers,  received  at  Boston,  we  make 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Bueg- 
not,  on  the  financial  concerns  of  the  French  nation, 
made  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  in  March  last. 
The  extract,  without  disguise,  informs  us  of  the 
extreme  oppression  and  distress  now  experienced 
by  the  people  of  France.  We  do  not  recollect  to 
have  seen,  since  the  accession  of  Louis  to  the 
throne,  so  plain  an  exposition  of  the  true  situation 
of  that  people,  or  so  direct  an  allusion  to  the  occu- 
pying army  of  the  legitimate  powers,  as  the  actual 
cause  of  their  calamities.  A paper  on  which  such 
important  consequences  may  be  hinged,  we  should 
have  been  pleased  to  insert  entire. 

“Your  commission,  perfectly  persuaded  that 
there  is  no  longer  credit,  nor,  perhaps,  existence  in 
France  but  by  an  alleviation  of  the  burden  which 
depresses  lier,  was  anxious  at  length  to  ascertain 
life  period  of  our  financial  emancipation,  as  insepa- 
rable from  our  political  liberation.  I wished  to 
have  given  you,  above  all,  some  positive  informa- 
tion with  respect  to  the  individual  demands  of  fo- 
reigners; demands  wliose  vagvieuess  and  uncertain- 
ty still  fetter  our  most  useful  works,  arrest  the 
rising  wing  of  credit,  and  impress  on  peace  itself 
the  character  of  hostility. 

“Your  commission  have  applied  to  the  ministers 
of  the  king,  in  whom  they  discovered  hearts  entire- 
ly French;  but  they  have  not  been  able  completely 
to  satisfy  us, 

“According  to  the  very  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Xovember  the  29th,  enfranchisement  of  our  terri- 
tory can  only  be  in  consequence  of  a deliberation 
wliich  the  allied  sovereigns  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  holding  on  the  expiration  of  the 
first  year’s  occupation.  But  can  this  result  be 
doubtfulr'  Those  sovereigns  will  ennoble  policy  in 
rendering  it  subordinate  to  justice. 

“The  occupation  of  our  territory  could  not  ex- 
ceed two  years,  unless  France  w^ere  a prey  to  con- 
vulsions wliich  endangered  Europe.  France  is 
calm;  she  wishes  peace;  she  wishes  it  as  ardently 
as  she  waged  war. 

“There  remains  to  us,  gentlemen,  a last  motive 
of  conviction,  but  is  a painful  one;  it  is  this,  that 
I'rancc  has  now  arrived  at  a degree  of  exhaustatlon, 
in  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  much  lon- 
ger to  sufiport  the  burdens  that  have  pressed  her 
down  during  tlie  last  three  years.  It  becomes  our 
duty  to  declare  this  to  you,  since  tlie  inquiry,  in 
which  we  Imve  been  engaged  for  three  montiis  past, 
has  forced  on  us  an  intimate  persuasion  ofits  trutn. 
I'here  is  the  termination  of  our  means,  \Vg  nn  v, 
therefore,  now  calculate  on  the  retreai  of  t!ie  lo- 
reign  troops  at  tlie  expiration  of  the  present  year.” 

It  is  roqjorted  that  the  reclamations  on  Fraoce, 
from  nations  and  states  for  alleged  spoliations^  of 


Bonparte  amount  1700,000,000  francs.— equal  to 
340  millions  of  dollars! 

It  would  seem  that  if,  at  the  congress  of  sove- 
reigns which  is  to  be  held  next  autumn,  some- 
thing decisive  is  not  done  to  relieve  France,  an  ex- 
plosion must  be  expected.  The  power  of  a people 
rising  en  masse  has  been  too  severely  felt,  we  hope, 
to  render  its  repetition  necessary. 

RUSSIA. 

Odessa  has  been  declared  a free  port,  but  it  is 
supposed  will  not  be  opened  before  Sept,  next,  by 
which  time  the  “moat  and  barriers,”  it  is  suppos- 
ed, will  be  completed. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Pe- 
tersburg— “As  paper  here  is  dear  and  not  so  good 
as  we  could  wish,  we  (the  Russian  bible  society) 
had  petitioned  his  majesty  to  allow  us  to  import 
some  Holland  paper  for  the  current  year,  and 
showed  him  that  it  would  this  year  save  us  fifteen 
thousand  rubles.  He  refused  our  request  for  the 
sake  of  the  Russian  paper  manufactories,  but  that 
the  society  might  not  lose  Xhev&hy,  presented  us  nith 
fifteen  thousand  nibles?^ 

[According  to  the  theory  of  some,  Alexander 
mus':  have  committed  a very  foolish  act  in  thus  ex- 
pending his  money  ] 

WEST  INDIES. 

Measures  are  adopted,  and  the  people  are  se- 
verely taxed  at  Porto  Rico,  to  put  that  island  in  a 
state  of  defence.  The  influence  of  Spain,  wh  ich,  like 
the  heated  wind  of  the  desart,  blasts  and  withers 
the  fairest  spots  of  nature,  has  prevented  this  large 
and  beautiful  island  from  arriving  at  a 100th  part 
of  its  rightful  importance. 

SPANISH  AMERICA. 

Buenos  Jlyres. — From  the  scientific  Dr.  Baldwin, 
[formerly  a member  of  congress  from  Georgia,]  and 
the  prolific  pen  of  Mr.  Ereckenridge,  both  of  whom 
accompany  our  commiissioners  to  S.  America,  we 
^may  expect  more  interesting  accounts  of  the  coun- 
tries visited  than  have  yet  appeared,  so  far  as  their 
opportunity  may  extend  to  obtain  them.  It  appears 
that  Mr.  Bonpland,  who  accompanied  Humboldt  in 
Mexico,  &c.  has  been  botanizing  about  Buenos  Ay- 
res for  sometime  past. 

We  have  a report,  apparently  of  another  action 
near  the  city  ofCaraccas.  in  which  the  patriots  were 
completely  victorius — and  it  was  supposed  that  the 
capital  would  fall  into  their  hands. 

Of  JVe-iv  Grenada,  a letter  from  an  American  at 
.Tamaica,  says — Very  recent  news  has  reached  us 
from  the  interior  of  said  kingdom,  by  the  frequent 
arrivals  we  have  here  from  wSanta  Martha  and  Car- 
Ihagena.  The  heroic  death  of  the  immortal  female 
Salabarrietta,  a youth  interesting  for  her  beauty 
and  accomplishments,  who  liaving  scarcely  conclu- 
ded her  17lh  year,  and  shorlly  was  to  have  been 
united  by  the  ties  of  an  honorable  matrimony,  was 
dragged  from  the  sacred  retirement  of  her  family 
and  friends,  and  shot  in  tlie  public  square  of  Santa 
Fee,  by  the  command  of  savage  despots,  only  be- 
cause her  correspondence  with  the  patriots,  who 
were  threatening  to  attack  said  capital,  had  been 
intercepted,  advising  them  of  its  situation,  so  as  to 
hasten  their  advancement,  and  thereby  snatch  or 
rescue  her  surviving  suffering  countrymen  from 
fatal  plunge  of  their  cruel  tyrant’s  uplifted 
d gger,  ready  to  destroy  whenever  the  danger 
should  approach;  the  unprecedented  case  ot  this 
unfortunate  but  unrivalled  heroine,  who,  while 
passing  to  the  awful  and  last  scene,  amidst  the 
silent  crowd,  exclaimed  (though  denied  absolution 
by  llie  priest,  unless  slie  would  expose  her  accom- 
plices, which  she  indignantly  refused  to  do)  with  a 
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thoughtful  smile  of  contempt,  as  if  bidding  defiance 
to  the  terrors  of  her  inhuman  butchers  “weep  not 
for  me,  but  for  the  slavery  and  opprersion  of  your 
dejected  fellow  countrymen,  and  by  my  fate  rise 
to  resist  the  wrongs  you  so  unjustly  suffer;”  and 
about  to  expire,  she  tuimed  towards  her  execution- 
ers, saying  with  consummate  valor,  and  with  an 
audible  voice,  “assassins  tremble;  consummate  your 
horrid  deed;  quickly  shall  come  those  who  will 
avenge  my  death.” 

Then  follow  some  details  shewing  that  the  pa- 
triots are  in  force,  and  had  advanced  within  14- 
leagues  of  the  capital — Santa  Fe,  having  destroyed 
a body  of  royal  troops  sent  out  to  oppose  them! 
We  hope  that  Ferdinand’s  blood  hounds  are  now 
expelled  from  this  most  delightful  country. 

The  commerce  of  and  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Pacific  seems  nearly  broken  up  by  the  Buenos  Ay- 
rean  privateers,  who  line  the  whole  coast  of  Peru, 
&.C,  though  the  royalists  have  declared  that  of  Chili 
in  a state  of  blockade! 

Valor\ — In  a royal  official  despatch,  announcing 
the  defeat  of  the  patriots,  we  were  struck  with  the 
following  liberal  and  high-minded  sentiment.  “Ge- 
neral Moriilo  received  a slight  wound  with  a lance, 
but  his  sword  immediately  se?it  the  -wreichy  who  haa 
given  it  to  hhuy  to  the  mansions  of  the  devils  with  the 
other  Jacobins.'** — whiz! 

CANADA, 

The  Boston  Cen^f/zcZobserves,  “the  political  tem- 
perature bf  Canada  appears  as  hot  as  the  climate  is 
naturally  cold.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  no  where 
used  with  more  freedom.”  This  is  truly  the  case, 
Files  of  papers  from  Upper  Canada,  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Register,  are  filled  with  as  warm  po- 
litical discussions  as  v/e  ever  saw.  Among  the 
leaders  of  those  who  may  be  called  the  revolutionary 
party  is  a Mr.  Gourlay — he  openly  invites  the  peo 
pie  to  meet  and  elect  a congress  to  consider  of 
t!ie  grievances  of  the  province  and  adopt  reine 
dies  for  them.  It  does  not  yet  clearly  appear  that 
independence  is  aimed  at,  nor  can  we  believe  that  it 
is  in  their  power  to  obtain  it,  at  this  time — hut 
something  towards  it  may  be  attempted.  Opposi- 
tion to  government,  it  is  thought  has  been  anticipat- 
ed, from  the  non-reduction  and  indeed  from  the  late 
increase  of  the  army  in  the  Canadas.  The  British 
having  found  the  bayonet  a sovereign  remedy  for 
distress  at  home,  will  apply  it  in  the  colonies  to  re- 
dress the  miseries  of  the  people. 


CHRONiCLE. 

Law  case  and  question. — A case  has  been  decided 
at  Steubenville,  O.  of  considerable  importance  to 
imauthorized  paper-raoney  makers  in  that  state,  A 
person  had  exchanged  his  own  paper  for  that  of  an 
association  called  the  bank  of  JVew  Salem;  he  failed 
to  pay  as  required  and  suit  was  brought  against 
him.  Me  plead  the  statute  of  the  state,  passed  at 
tlie  session  of  1815-6,  rendering  all  notes  null  and 
void  given  to  unchartered  banks,  and  obtained  a 
verdict  of  the  jury  in  his  favor.  The  plea  on  behalf 
of  the  bank  was  that  it  had  not  loaned  him  “mo- 
ney,” which  was  true  enough.  The  decision  has 
been  appealed  from  and  will  again  be  tried  before  a 
superior  court.  The  defendant  ought  to  suffer  for 


now  are — bankrupts,  I respectfully  submit  the 
following  question  to  gentlemen  learned  in  the  la\v, 
as  being  of  great  and  serious  importance  to  the 
people:  Suppose — I were  to  give  my  note  for  ,^100 
to  either  of  the  incorporated  banks  of  Maryland  or 
elsewhere,  whose  bills  are  12  per  cent,  below  the 
paper  of  what  are  called  specie  paying  banks,  and 
14  or  16  per  cent,  worse  than  — that  the  said 
bank  agrees  to  declare  itself  bankrupt,  and,  as 
bankrupts  too  often  do,  assigns  my  note  to  some 

favored  creditor rcan  I discharge  my  note 

with  the  bills  that  were  issued  by  the  bankrupt 
hanky  being  such  as  I received  from  it.? — or,  will 
the  false  declaration  on  the  face  of  the  note,  stating 
that  it  was  issued  for  “value  received,”  compel  me 
to  return  money  for  the  paper  which  I borrowed.? 

JVew  Orleans. — Lots  on  the  Batture,  (if  land 
covered  with  water  can  be  called  lots)  are  selling 
at  5000  dollars  for  40  feet  front,  on  an  average 
though  the  title  does  not  seem  firmly  fixed.  The 
state  of  the  city  is  wretchedly  described  as  being 
infested  with  a band  of  assassins  and  robbers. 

Capt.  Macdonough  is  to  take  command  of  the 
Guerriere,  now  at  Boston, to  carry  Mr.  Campbeli  to 
St.  Petersburg,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  appearance  of  this  beautiful 
ship  in  the  Baltic  will  be  of  service  to  us. 

Brigadier  general  Wili  am  Gumming,  having  de- 
clined the  appointment  of  quarter-master  general, 
Thomas  S.  Jessup,  adjutant  general  of  the  north  di- 
vision, has  been  appointed  to  that  office. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  is  about  to 
take  an  excursion  in  the  Chesapeake  hay.  The 
revenue  cutter  Active  is  prepared  for  his  recep- 
tion. His  object  is  supposed  to  relate  to  its  de- 
fence. 

The  “Baltimore  Artilleries,”  one  of  the  compa- 
nies  that  assisted  in  the  memorable  defence  of  FoVt 
Me  Henry,  have  resolved  to  wear  black  crape,  at 
every  pai’ade  for  one  year,  in  testimony  of  respect 
for  their  late  captain,  Charles  Pennington,  recently 
deceased,  wlio  commanded  on  the  occasion  just 
stated. 

JMail  robbers. — The  th,ree  persons  who  robbed 
the  mail  near  Havre  de  Grace  were  fried  at  tlie 
circuit  court  of  the  U.  S.  sitting  at  Baltimore,  the 
last  and  present  week,  and  all  found  guilty.  The 
punishment  is  death,  having  used  deadly  weapons 
to  aceomplish  their  purpo.se.  Lewis  Hare  being 
only  20  years  of  age,  was  recommended  by  the 
jury,  (and  the  attorney  general  of  the  U,  S.  coin- 
cided) to  mercy.  Joseph  Thonypson  Hare,  and 
John  Alexander,  were  sentenced  to  death  on  Tlsurs- 
day  last;  but  Lewis  Hare,  the  youth,  was  sentenced 
to  10  years  imprisonment,  the  higiier  punishment 
having  been  remitted. 

Henry  the  4th  of  France,  presenting  one  of  his 
officers  to  a certain  amb.assador,  said,  hev/as  always 
happy  to  introduce  him  to  his  friends  or  his  ene- 
mieio  thus  paying  the  highest  possible  compliment 
to  his  social  virtues  and  military  skill. —So  it  is  of 
our  gallant  seamen — a case  of  distress  never  oc- 
curs near  tiiem  witbout  every  possible  effort  hi 
thejr  power  to  relieve  it: — they  huffet  the  storm 
and  dash  tiirough  the  of  the  sea,  to  save  tiie 

unfortunate,  with  the  same  ardor  that  they  hold  up 
the  “little  bit  of  striped  bunting”  in  war.  We  are 


his  folly  in  borrowing  the  paper  of  the  institution,  I especially  led  to  this  remark  by  a handsome  tribute 
and  to  return  to  it,  of  its  own  manufacture,  the  j paid  in  a Boston  paper  to  the  attention  of  our  offi- 
amount  of  his  note.  To  assist  him  in  this  laudable  | cers  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  capt.  Graves;  but  are 
object,  I will  sell  him  two  or  three  of  its  bills  at  a ; proud  to  say  that  cases  of  this  sort  occur  just  as 
very  low  rate.  i oLen  as  the  opportunity  is  presented.  May  ic 

_ Considering  it  as  inevitable  that  mmy  incorporate  i ever  be  thus! — May  the  defenders  of  the  republic, 
'’d  banks 'will  avowedly  become  what  they  really  1 on  land  or  by  sea,  always  mindrul  of  the  eagle 
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seated  on  the  pine  tree’s  top,  in  like  manner  regard 
the  dove  that  reposes  in  the  willow. 

Died  at  Camden,  S.  C.  col.  John  Chesnut,  in  his 
78th  year — a soldier  of  the  revolution. 

Missouri.  This  territory  is  settling  as  fast  as 
any  other  was  settled.  Arkansas  county  contains 
10,000  males,  and  Boone’s  settlement  8000.  The 
whole  population  of  the  territory  is  now  estimated 
at  60,000.  Old  col.  Boone,  the' first  settler  of  the 
powerful  state  of  Kentucky,  yet  living,  we  believe, 
who  lately  seated  himself  so  far  up  the  Missouri 
as  to  possess  a well  grounded  hope  that  a teeming 
population  would  not  again  compel  him  to  seek  a 
new  abode,  to  enjoy  nnmolestedhis  favorite  manner 
of  life,  may  yet  be  driven  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  even  there  be  disturbed  in  8 or  10  years,  if  he 
lives  so  long. 

Huntsville.  The  spirited  people  of  this  flourish- 
ing little  town  (which  by  the  late  division  of  terri- 
tory between  Mississippi  and  Alabama  is  located 
in  the  latter)  have  subscribed  ^7,200  to  clear  out 
Indian  creek  and  make  it  7iaw§-a6Ze  to  the  Tennes- 
seeriver.  May  success  attend  the  patriotic  effort! 

Hartford.  The  political  character  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  Hartford  being  changed,  the  comical 
law  that  was  passed  in  the  glorious  days  of  the 
convention,  and  which  prohibited  the  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  from  marching-  [or  walking,  we  sup- 
pose] on  the  foot  luays  of  that  city,  has  been  repeal- 
ed: so  that  if  generals  Bro-wn  or  .Tackson  should 
happen  to  visit  the  city,  they  may  now  walk  on  the 
foot  pavement  without  criminalty! 

Frederick  Jacobson,  who  was  tinder  sentence  of 
death  for  sinking  the  ship  Aristides,  has  received 
a pardon  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  We  trust  this  act  of  lenity  will  hereafter 
induce  a more  correct  and  honorable  course,  and 
that  the  annals  of  our  jurisprudence  may  never 
again  be  stained  by  a crime  so  demoralizing  in  its 
example,  and  ruinous,  as  well  as  dangerous,  in  its 
effects. — [JViii.  Jldv. 

Singular  Jact. — It  appears  from  a notice  in  a late 
public  paper,  that  of  740  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates,  whose  names  have  been  returned 
as  having  served  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  who,  or  whose  repre- 
sentatives, are  accordingly  entitled  to  lands  from 
the  United  States,  only  27  are  returned  killed. 

{Jilbany  Jirgus. 

WAR.  Mobile,  .Mpril  21. — Tlie  editor  of 
the  Mobile  Gazette,  is  under  great  obligations  to 
maj.  Perault,  of  the  United  States  topographical 
corps,  who  arrived  here  last  evening  from  t!ie  seat 
of  war,  for  the  following  pleasing  information: 

Gen.  Jackson  had  left  fort  Scott,  with  a few  men, 
and  established  liirnself  at  the  place  near  Appala- 
chicola,  w'here  the  negro  fort  formerly  stood. 

On  the  26th  March  last,  he  left  the  latter  place 
for  fort  Gadsden,  and  seven  days  after  reached  the 
Indian  town  called  Missiskaiiki,  witli  1,500  militia, 
700  regidars,  800  Indians,  and  a few  others,  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  about  3,400;  on  reaching  tins 
town,  there  w^as  but  little  skirmishing  or  fighing. 
A few  Indians  were  killed,  and  a few  of  our  men. 
The  Indian  town  was  deserted,  Jackson  burnt  it, 
and  killed  tiie  cattle. 

From  the  Indian  town,  Jacksoii  proceeded  to  the 
Spanish  town  of  St,  Marks,  wdiere  he  surnmohed 
the  Spanish  post  to  surrender;  they  surrendered  as 
prisoners,  and  have  arrived  at  Pensacola. 

From  St.  Marks,  Jackson  proceeded  to  Swancy, 
near  which  place  the  Indians,  about  2000,  in  con- 
nexion With  some  negroes,  were  expected  to  make 
a i^tand. 


The  Indian  chief,  and  the  prophet  Francis,  had 
been  decoyed  on  board  an  American  armed  ves'sel, 
supposing  her  to  be  English,  and  were  hung.  The 
infamously  celebrated  Arbuthnot  f Woodbine ) is  in 
Jackson’s  possession,  and  in  irons. 

Jackson’s  army  is  well  provided,  and  in  great  spi- 
rits, and  we  may  daily  expect  to  hear  of  a decisive 
blow  from  that  quarter. 

Jackson  hns  been  joined  by  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, and  has  now  about  5000  men  subject  to  his 
command. 

0:;j=’From  the  north  west  we  have  unpleasant  news 
anticipating  hostilitie.s  with  the  Indians.  The 
war  belt  is  said  to  have  passed  through  the  Wine- 
bago.  Sack,  Fox,  and  Kickapoo  tribes.  Some 
other  British  Woodbine  is  probably  at  the  bottom 
of  this. 

jYexv  York. — Many  buildings  are  going  on  in  the 
city— materials  are  high  and  mechanics  find  plenty 
of  employment  and  good  wages.  Ship-building  also 
goes  on  actively. 

Exports  of  Savannah,  from  1st.  Oember  to  31st 
March,  last — 61,797  bales  coiton,  13,680  tierces 
rice,  1500  hhds,  tob -cco;  value  6,264,697  dollars! 
Table  of  particulars  hereafter. 


Resolution  directing  medals  lo  be  struck,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  presented 
to  major-general  Harrison,  and  governor  Shelby; 
and  for  other  purposes.  , 

Hesolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, that  the  thanks  of  congress  be,  and  * hey 
are  hereby,  presented  to  major-general  Wiiiiam 
Henry  Harrison,  and  Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  of 
Kentuck)',  and,  through  them,  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  defeating  the  combined  British 
and  Indian  forces  under  major  general  Proctor,  on 
the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  fifth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
capturing  the  British  army,  with  their  baggage, 
camp  equipage,  and  artillery;  and  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  tw’O 
gold  medals  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this 
triumph,  and  presented  to  general  Harrison  and 
Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  of  Kentucky. 

H.  CLAY, 

speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
April  4,  1818. — Approved,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Resolution  requesting  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  present  a sword  to  colonel  R.  M.  John- 


son. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, mat  the  president  of  the  United  Staves  be  re- 
quested to  present  to  colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson 
a sword,  as  a testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
lained  by  congress  of  the  during  and  distinguished^ 
valor  displayed  by  himself,  and  the  regiment  of 
volunteers  under  t»is  command,  in  charging  and  es- 
sentially contributing  to  vanquish  the  combined 
British  and  Indian  forces  under  major-general 
Proctor,  on  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen.  H.  CLAY, 


speaker  of  the  hou.se  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
April  4,  1818. — Approved, 

‘ JAMES  MONROE 


C;;;/’An  accident,  with  a train  of  unfavorable  events, 
have,  together,  prevented  an  insertion  of  our  lisiial 
portion  of  matter  from  manuscript — we  are  thereby 
enabled,  however,  to  dispose  of  several  articles 
that  were  waiting  for  some  such  opportunity. 


Letters  from  South  America* 

The  following  letters  have  been  published  in  the 
^^Delaivare  Watchman’^  being  received  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wilmington  from  gentlemen  attach- 
ed to  the  Congress  frigate— they  are  interest- 
ing— 

*^Rio  Janerio^  ^^pril  30,  1818. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  27th  at  day-light,  we 
were  off  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Rio,  the 
Sugar  LoSvf  distant  20  miles.  The  wind  was  so  light 
that,  tho’  we  spread  every  sail,  we  could  only  get 
within  a mile  of  it  before  dark,  when  we  came  to 
anchor.  The  scenery,  when  we  came  close  enough 
to  see  it  distinctly,  was  the  most  picturesque  I ever 
beheld;  We  had  in  front  of  us  a rampart  of  rock, 
so  high  that  some  vessels  in  sight,  close  under  it, 

seemed  like  little  toy  boats” “ An  opening  in 

this,  of  a mile  wide,  is  the  entrance  into  the  harbor 

of  Rio  Janerio To  the  west  of  it  we  beheld  the 

Sugar  loaf,  a lofty  rock,  shaped  exactly  like  a loaf 
of  sugar,  and  inclining  to  the  west.  On  the  east,  4 
miles  farther  in,  was  visible  the  fort  of  Santa  Cruz. 
Between  us  and  the  entrance  were  scattered  a num- 
ber of  little  islands,  on  some  of  which  were  a few 
scattering  dwarf  trees,  which,  we  were  tdd,  were 
cocoa-nut  trees.  The  rocks  on  each  side  of  the  en- 
trance into  the  harbor  were  picturesque  beyond  de- 
scription. The  fort  of  Santa  Cruz  is  on  a rock,  ? us- 
ing to  the  height  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  feet, 
shelving  down  towards  the  water.  There  are  a num- 
ber of  islands  scattered  about,  apparently  fine 
sites  for  fortifications.  The  harbor  could,  I think, 
at  a small  expense,  be  rendered  impregnable.  Tliis 
is  a noble  harbor;  The  land  marks  at  its  entrance 
enable  vessels  to  steer  for  it  when  fim  at  sea;  the 
water  deep,  the  few  shoals  in  it  being  discernable, 
and  so  not  dangerous.  To  enter  this  harbor  is  so 
easy,  indeed,  that  pilots  are  not  needed.  The  offi- 
cer sent  to  the  fort  was  not  admitted  into  it,  it  being 
contrary  to  rule.  He  was  received  at  the  stairs,  cut 
in  the  rock,  and  informed  that  we  might  enter  when 
we  pleased,  anchor  where  we  pleaocd,  and  have  any 
supplies;  but  no  refreshment  was  offered  him. 
How  different  [in  the  latter  respect]  from  the  re- 
ception one  of  our  officers  would  give  in  a similar 
case.  The  Portuguese  officer  asked  but  few  ques- 
tions. This  being  the  first  American  frigate  that 
ever  entered  Rio,  would  have  excited  some  curiosi- 
ty in  any  but  a Portuguese. 

“As  soon  as  we  anchored  we  were  vi>»ited  by  an 
officer  from  the  customhouse,  one  from  the  health 
office,  and  an  aid  to  the  king;  wlio  merely  asked 
our  name,  country,  tlie  pai*t  from  which  we  sailed, 
:ind  the  length  of  our  voyage.  Soon  afier  came  two 
lieutenants  from  two  Austrian  frigates  lying  near 
us — their  visit  entirely  complimentary.  They  po- 
litely made  us  the  offer  of  any  service  in  their  pow- 
er. These  frigates  arrived  here  last  Tsovember, 
v/ith  the  Austrian  archduchess  Leopoldina,  who  is 
.married  to  the  prince  of  Beria,  eldest  .son  of  the 
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king;  this  young  man  not  21 --the  princess  rathei? 
older. — This  royal  couple  quarrelled  shortly  aftei? 
their  marriage.  This  prince,  it  seems,  kept  a lit*^ 
tie  French  milliner,  whom  he  turned  off  on  his  mar^ 
riage;  but  (not  finding  his  bride  to  his  taste)  took 
her  back  again  directly  after  the  wedding. — Thi^ 
piece  of  scandal  We  got  from  two  Americans,  who 
came  off  to  us  soon  afier  we  anchored.  They  told 
us  also  that  the  king  was  to  be  crowned  the  6th 
of  next  month;  This  is  the  person  who  has  srt 
long  been  prince  regent.  He  is  said  to  be  anxioUsi 
to  return  to  Portugal,  but  too  timid  to  re- cross 
the  ocean!  He  is  upwards  of  50,  has  a sore  leg# 
and  is  so  much  afraid  of  tliunder  and  lightnings 
tlsat  upon  the  smallest  rumbling  he  runs  into  some 
dark  hole! 

“We  were  visited  by  an  officer  from  the  Portu- 
guese admiral’s  ship  (a  74)  which,  with  two  mores 
lies  in  sight.  This  officer  made  similar  offers  of sef^ 
vices.  He  was  followed  by  capt;  Hickey,  from  thS 
sloop  of  war  Blossom,  which  arrived  the  day  before 
from  St.  Helena.  He  mentioned  that  Napoledil 
spent  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  in  the  warm  baths 
having  his  table  beside  him,  and  writing,  while 
there.  He  was  quite  bloated,  in  consequence  of 
using  no  exercise. 

“Mountains  rise  on  all  sides  of  the  city.  Fh@ 
situation  is  indeed  fine.  The  population,  Mr;  T* 
told  me,  amounted  to  at  least  180,000  S.  howeyef 
says  about  100,000.  Of  these  50,000  are  blacks* 
These  swarm  in  the  streets  with  scarce  as  much 
clothing  as  decency  demands;  Several  Wel’6  irl 
chains — (runaways  thus  punished.)  I observed 
number  harnessed  to  a loaded  carfi  which  thfey 
drew  like  horses,  cheering  each  other  with  rUdd 
songs  or  rather  vociferations;  I saw  a few  at  Work 
near  the  garden,  with  a fellow  standing  over  them 
with  a long  whip; 

“The  place  indeed  must  be  populous,  as  there 
were  many  in  the  streets;  and  no  Portuguese  ever 
walks  out  or  ever  rides  if  he  can  help  it;  so  that 
there  were  no  doubt  a large  proportion  at  home* 
'fhe  women  seldom  walk  in  the  streets.  We  saW 
many  of  the  military,  and  many  priests;  and  except 
some  of  these  two  classes  1 never  saw  so  wretched 
a race— homely  featured,  and  with  bad  persons— 
they  all  looked  as  if  they  had  been  smoked* 

“There  is  nothing  like  a good  boarding  house,  oi? 
a decent  tavern;  so  we  live  on  board;  This  I re^ 
gret;  for  though  we  thus  escape  the  mosebetoes 
(very  annoying  to  strangers)  we  have  no  chancSof 
learning  much  about  the  country  or  people;  As  to 
getting  domesticated  in  a Portuguese  family^  it 
out  of  the  question.  You  may  (so  says  B.)  be  inti- 
mate, nay,  on  terms  of  friendship  with  them,  foi* 
years,  and  they  ivill  never  ask  you  to  any  other  ptac^ 
than  their  country-house. 

Buenos  Jyres,  March  2,  I8l8; 
“After  passing  through  every  variety  of  climate^ 
1 avrrived,  safe  and  well,  at  this  place  a few  day:^ 
since;  Here  w'e  enjoy  pure  air,  and  fine  fruit;  X 
think  the  grapes  delicious;  and  we  have  fjeaches* 
pears,  nectarines  and  apples,  &c.  in  the  highest  per- 
fection. 

“One  may  buy  an  excellent,  beautiful  horse,  well 
broken,  for  five  or  six  dollars;  for  the  very  besi 
they  do  not  ask  more  liian  fifieen  or  sixteenr  'Phey 
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are  uncommonly  handsome,  and  are  of  the  Andalu- 
siaii  breed. 

*‘Tlie  average  crop  of  wheat,  here,  is  about  sixty 
bushels  for  one  soion;  though  in  very  favorable  sea- 
sons they  get  move;  and  in  the  worst,  never  less 
than  twe.ity -five  or  thirty  bushels.  This  information 

I have  from  Mr,  S. who  has  erected  a very 

large  wind-mill  (for  they  have  no  other  kind)  in  this 
place,  for  grinding  wheat  and  corn.  The  soil  is  too 
rich  fin  potatoes,  which  are  very  dear,  and  are  now 
selling  at  five  dollars  per  bushel.  Fuel  is  also  very 
hi'g!). 

“The  city  occupies  the  same  ground  as  Philadel- 
phia; tl'.e  public  buildings  are  spacious  and  magni- 
ficent. The  people  resemble  our  own;  and  we  have 
met  witiithe  most  cordial  reception  from  all  clas- 
ses.” 

*‘Jinenos  Ayres,  JMarck  o,  1818. 

‘^No  writers  that  I have  read,  have  conveyed  to 
us  any  thing  like  a correct  idea  of  the  part  of  the 
^country  on  the  Brazilian  coast.  In  approaching 
closely  llie  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  Rio  de  Janerio, 
(within  which,  at  the  distance  of  only  3 or  4 miles 
is  found  a city  more  populous  than  PJiiladelphia,) 
not  a habitation  is  to  be  seen;  and  the  country  pre- 
sents as  v.'ildand  uncultivated  an  appearance  as  it 
did  on  the  day  of  its  discovery.  Mountains,  ter- 
minating in  cones  that  intercept  the  course  of  the 
clouds,  strike  the  eye  in  every  direction,  present- 
ing views  more  grand  and  picturesque  than  can 
well  be  imagined.  AVe  enter  through  a narrow 
strait  of  only  one  mile  wide  into  a spacious  harbor, 
on  the  w'est  side  of  which,  situated  in  two  narrow 
valleys,  and  skirting  majestic  hills,  stands  the  mo- 
dern capital  of  Brazil.  The  churches,  convents, 
and  other  buildings  all  suddenly  bursting  upon  the 
view,  amid  the  rude  surrounding  scenery,  appear 
like  enchantment.  The  shortness  of  our  stay,  the 
heat  of  tliQ  climate,  and  my  attention  to  other  ob- 
jects, prevented  me  from  attending  particularly  to 
this  city — but  I suspect  that  it  will  rank  in  riches 
and  even  in  splendor  with  many  in  Europe.  The 
streets  generally  possess  the  common  fault  ofbeing 
too  narrow,  but  they  are  paved  with  stone:  the  hou- 
ses are  built  of  the  s^ime  materials,  and  are  rarely 
less  than  two  stories  in  height.*  There  are  some 
spacious  squares,  and  the  public  buildings  appear 
to  great  advantage. 

“The  mountains,  their  composition  and  produc- 
tions, were  objects  of  far  greater  interest  to  me, 
than  the  city  with  all  its  wealth,  its  splendor  or  its 
royalty.  But  even  these  mountains  I had  not  a suf- 
ficient opportunity  of  attending  to  with  success; 
they  are  rudely  heaped  together  in  such  a manner 
as  to  leave  but  narrow  ravines  between  them. 
T liese  ravines,  winding  in  various  directions,  often 
containing  delightful  brooks  of  water,  and  studded 
witli  neat  l abiiations,  gardens,  orchards  and  grass 
plots,  have  a most  singular  and  delightful  appear- 
ance. T'lie  internal  composition  of  these  romantic 
mountains  is  primitive  granite.  The  detached  mas- 
ses of  rock  scattered  around  their  bases  and  else- 
where luive  a gneiss-like  appearance  with  numerous 
veins  of  impure  micaceous  feldspar.  It  is  remarka- 
ble tliat  many  of  these  elevated  masses  of  rock 
contain  on  their  surfaces  little  or  no  vegetable 
mould,  or  any  thing  that  we  stiould  denominate 
soil,  and  yet  are  riclily  adorned  with  plants  to  their 
very  summits.  In  some  places  a partial,  and  in 
others  a total  decomposition  of  the  rock  has  taken 

*Mo-we,  a late  English  traveller  in  Brazil, errone- 
ous^^ inrorm  us  that  “the  dwellings  are  generally 
c/f  oite  story  cnly.” 


place,  aftbrding  sufficient  nourishment  for  a luxuri- 
ant vegetation.  The  “Sugar  Loaf,”  a conical  moun- 
tain of  900  feet  in  height,  and  almost  perpendicu- 
lar, stands  on  the  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  of  Rio.  The  summit  is  clothed  with  ever- 
green frutescent  plants,  and  even  its  steep  and  in- 
accessible sides  are  ornamented  with  a species  of 
Bro  melia  (pine  apple)  and  other  plants.  Similar- 
ly situated  on  the  soil-less  rock,  near  the  base  of 
another  mountain,  up  which  I scrambled  at  the  risJ^ 
of  breaking  my  neck,  I found  a beaiuiful  species  of 
frutescent  Cleome,  along  wjth  several  splendid  spe- 
cies of  Jllelastoma,  &c.  &c.  But  the  most  exten- 
sive and  interesting  excursion  I had  was  to  a moun- 
tain about  three  miles  distant  from  the  city  in  a 
south  easterly  direction.  This  mountain  is  said  to 
be  upwards  of  2000  feet  high,  and  is  called,  from 
the  peculiar  form  of  its  su  mmit,  as  presented  to 
mariners  in  approaching  the  coast,  the  “Parrot’s 
head.”  I ascended  this  mountain  by  a circuitous 
path  about  700  feet.  From  this  place,  a road  has 
been  cut  round  to  its  southern  side,  between  which, 
and  another  mountain,  or  rather  deep  excavation 
in  the  same  mountain,  rushes  down,  in  a natural 
channel  of  granite,  the  stream  of  pure  and  excel- 
lent w'ater  which  supplies  the  capital.  Here  the 
famous  Aqueduct  commences,  which  I traced 
through  all  its  windings  into  the  city.  It  is  con- 
structed of  granite.  Taking  into  view  the  distance, 
and  its  winding  along  the  sides  of  the  rocky  moun- 
tains, which  in  some  places  are  perpendicular,  it  is 
a stupendous  w'ork;  but  it  fails  at  last  to  answer 
the  great  object  for  which  it  was  intended,  being 
only  partially  distributed  in  fountains  through  the 
city.  It  was  completed  in  the  year  1748,  as  ap- 
peared by  an  inscription  on  a pillar  of  granite  plac- 
ed at  its  source. 

“But  it  is  time  tabid  adieu  to  the  capital  of  Bra- 
zil, and  to  the  mountains  that  surround  it.  I men- 
tioned in  a former  letter  that  I had  no  political 
news  worth  detailing — nor  did  I see  much  to  attach 
me  to  the  climate,  the  government,  or  the  people  of 
that  extraordinary  country.  The  event  of  pr®- 
claiming  a king,  the  first  who  was  ever  proclaimed 
on  the  American  shores,  I was  a witness  to.  The 
sightnf  his  majesty  thus  exalted,  with  the  royal 
family  of  Braganza,  all  glittering  in  gold,  and  spark- 
ling with  diamonds,  while  it  excited  the  reverence 
of  the  gapeing  maltitude,  had  a very  difierent  ef- 
fect upon  me.  Were  I to  hazard  a conjecture, 
from  the  little  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  learn 
since  I have  reached  this  southern  department  of 
the  great  American  continent,  it  would  be,  that  the 
throne  of  this  newly  erected  monarch  stands  on  a 
tottering  foundation. 

“We  sailed  from  Rio  de  Janerio  on  the  9th  ult. 
and  after  a delightful  run  of  10  days  entered  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata.  On  the  20th  we  anchored  off  the 
small  Island  of  Hores,  which  gave  me  an  opportuni- 
ty to  explore  it,  while  the  commissioners  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Congress  amused  themselves  with  mur- 
dering seals,  the  only  inhabitants  found  here.  The 
next  day  we  anchored  off  Monte  Video,  wliich  is 
pleasantly  situated  on  an  elevated  peninsula,  form- 
ed by  two  bays,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
about  120  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  the  same  dis- 
tance from  Buenos  Ayres. 

“After  remaining  five  days  at  Monte  Video,  and 
considering  it  unsafe  on  account  of  the  navigation 
to  ascend  the  river  with  the  Congress,  the  com- 
missioners, capt.  Sinclair,  &.c.  came  up  in  a Buenos 
Ayrean  brig,  and  safely  reached  the  most  distant 

port  of  our  destination  on  the  28th  ult. 1 am  not 

yet,  of  course,  prepared  to  say  much  about  this 
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city  or  this  country;  but  I will  say,  that  I already 
feel  myself  more  at  home  than  I did  at  Rio  de 
Janerio.  I do  feel  myselfamong  a people  more  like 
ourselves.  At  Rio,  1 could  take  no  interest  in  any 
thing  but  the  peaceable  productions  of  nature — 
here  the  people  interest  me,  and  I have  involunta- 
rily cawght  a little  of  their  enthusiasm.  Different 
and  strange  as  they  are  in  their  language  and  habits 
from  our  countrymen — compared  with  those  of 
the  above  named  royal  city y \heve\s  avast  differ- 
ence. Something  like  the  air  of  sacred  freedom 
is  really  to  be  felt  here.  The  sullen  gloom  of  des- 
potism has  at  least  been  banished  from  the  coun- 
tenances of  these  people;  and  I do  hope,  and  more 
firmly  believe,  than  I ever  did,  that  they  will  ulti- 
mately succeed  in  establishing  their  independence 
upon  a republican  basis.  Notwithstanding  their 
inferioi  ley  to  us,  I think  I can  safely  say  that  there 
is  as  much  difference  between  the  political  state  of 
those  born  in  this  country  and  in  old  Spain,  as 
there  was  between  the  Dnglish  and  Anglo-Ameri- 
cans at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 
They  know  more  of  us  and  our  institutions  than  I 
had  imagined— they  ready  think  and  observCy  and 
hence  we  are  received  by  them  as  brethren — but 
they  have  doubtless  much  yet  to  learn,  and  I fear 
much  to  suffer,  before  they  arrive  at  the  enjoyment 
of  that  state  of  political  tranquility  and  security 
which  we  so  fortunately  possess.  That  they  have 
greatly  improved  within  the  last  10  or  15  years  no 
one  can  deny,  and  tliis  affords  the  best  evidence 
tliat  they  will  continue  to  improve,  until  they  reach 
that  summit  of  political  perfection,  which  [ cannot 
but  flatter  myself,  the  whole  American  continent 
is  destined  to  obtain.  How  desirable  is  such  an 
event  in  the  present  state  of  the  old  world! — It 
would  be  pleasing  to  pursue  this  subject  further, 
and  to  advance  reasons  for  the  opinions  stated  above 
(which  to  some,  I suppose,  would  appear  extrava- 
gant,) but  I have  not  leisure.” 

Buenos  Ayresy  March  4,  1818. 

“The  Portuguese  are  still  in  possession  of  Monte 
Video.  They  have  there  four  or  five  thousand  men. 
Artegas,  who  is  in  possession  of  the  surrounding 
country,  keeps  them  cooped  up  within  their  lines, 
(extending  about  3 miles  from  the  city.)  Without 
these  they  dare  not  venture,  unless  in  considerable 
bodies.  The  Portuguese  and  Buenos  Ayrean  go- 
vernment are  on  good  terms:  Artegas  is  at  war  with 
both.  The  Buenos  Ayreans  sent  lately  several 
Juindred  men  against  him:  Tliese,  it  is  said,  he  de- 
feated. He  carries  on  a sort  of  partizan  warfare; 
his  soldiers  are  little  better  than  savages,  general- 
ly mounted  men,  admirable  riders,  inured  to  hard- 
ship and  danger.  It  is  impossible  for  an  army  to 
operate  successfully  against  them.  They  make  an 
attack  or  an  incursion,  and  are  off  in  a moment. 

“We  could  not  get  our  frigate  higher  up  the  ri- 
ver than  Monte  Video:  We  made  our  passage 
from  there  to  this  place  in  a small  schooner. 

“Mr.  M.  received  yesterday  a letter  from  Chili, 
in  wliich  the  arrival  of  the  Ontario  is  mentioned; 
she  went  into  Valparaiso,  notivithsianding  her  hav- 
ing beerf.  forbidden  by  the  blockading  squadron.  A 
large  Spanish  vessel  lately  arrived  there,  prize  to 
the  Adeline  privateer.  San  Martin  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Valparaiso. 

“Puerreydon  is  still  in  pov/er  here;  and  accord- 
ing to  all  accounts  is  not  a little  despotic.  The 
clergy  have  great  influence — many  of  them  are 
members  of  the  congress — there  is  nothing  like  io- 
'Herationy  or  liberty  ^ f the  press. 

“It  is  rumored  that  Puerreydon,  the  director,  will 


shortly  be  displaced  by  the  congress,  by  whom  this 
officer,  the  chief  magistrate,  is  elected. 

“The  commissiemershave  not  yet  been  presented. 
They  are,  I believe,  to  wait  upon  the  secretary  of 
state  to-morrow.  How  long  we  shall  remain  here, 

or  what  course  we  shall  pursue,  I know  not. 1 

think  it  probable  that  our  stay  here  will  be  limited 

to  a month,  or,  at  the  extent,  six  weeks. ^I  hope 

to  be  at  home  the  latter  part  of  .Tune. 

“The  weather  is  very  warm:  The  climate,  though 
a fine  one,  does  not  come  up  to  what  I expected. 
We  have  a profusion  of  fine  fruit,  particularly 
grapes. The  heat  and  dust  (the  latter  is  parti- 

cularly annoying)  render  walking  so  disagreeable, 
that  I have  not  yet  been  much  abroad.” 


Irish  Emigrant  Societies. 

We  embrace  the  first  leisure  moment  to  oblige  a 
great  number  of  friends,  by  placing  upon  record 
a full  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Irish  emi-> 
grant  associations  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore,  to  procure  of  congress  the  grant  of  a 
tract  of  land  to  be  settled  by  emigrants  from  the 
land  of  their  nativity.  Here  follows  the  memo-- 
rials  of  tke  several  associations — the  papers  be- 
longing to  the  progress  and  termination  of  the 
proposition  shall  appear  in  our  next. 

'The  memorial  of  the  JVew  York  Irish  emigrant  asso* 
ciation,  to  ihe  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentativesy  in  congress  assembled^ 

Respectfully  sheweth. 

That  your  memorialists,  while  they  presume 
most  respectfully  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
helpless  and  suffering  condition  of  the  numerous 
foreigners,  who,  flying  from  a complicated  mass 
of  want  and  misery,  daily  seek  an  asylum  in  tiie 
bosom  of  the  United  States,  are  emboldened  by 
the  recollection  that  a liberal  encouragement  to 
the  settlement  of  meritorious  strangers,  has  alwa3's 
characterized  the  government  and  constituted  au- 
thorities of  this  union.  The  v.use  and  brave  fa- 
thers and  founders  of  its  independence,  held  out 
to  the  oppressed  and  suffering  of  every  nation  the 
consoling  assurance,  that  in  this  country,  at  least, 
they  should  find  a refuge  and  a home.  The 
successors  of  these  illustrious  men  have  continued 
to  redeem,  in  calmer  and  happier  times,  the  pledge 
made  to  philosophy  and  benevolence  amidst  peril- 
ous scenes  of  distress  and  difficulty.  From  this 
humane  and  beneficent  policy,  America  has  reaped 
a rich  and  happy  harvest.  She  has  added  to  the 
national  resources,  the  moral  and  physical  strength 
to  be  derived  from  so  many  thousands  and  lens  of 
thousands,  who,  actuated  by  attachment  to  her  fre,e 
constitution,  have  adopted  the  nation  where  liberty 
has  made,  and  is  making,  her  most  glorious  stand, 
as  the  country  of  their  choice. 

Your  memorialists,  in  addressi.ng  your  honorable 
body,  need  not  seek  to  enforce  by  argument  the  ge- 
nerally received  maxim  of  political  economy,  that 
the  wealth  an,d  solidity  of  a nation  consist  in  the 
number,  the  social  comforts,  and  the  productive 
industry  of  its  people.  In  the  dense  and  crowded 
states,  and  under  the  existing  governments  of 
Europe,  these  sources  of  wealth  and  stability  are 
not  alv/ays  found  well  combined;  it  frequently  does 
not  happen  that  the  social  comforts,  or  even  the 
productive  industry,  are  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  people.  In  the  extended  territoiy  and 
scattered  population  of  the  United  States,  liow- 
ever,  and  under  their  free  and  blessed  institutions, 
it  is  an  unquestionable  and  important  truth,  that 
every  increase  of  inlrabitants,  when  wis'ejy  and  jlr- 
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diciously  distributed  and  i'ettied,  add  < to  the  social 
CO!  forts  and  productive  industry  of  the  whole, 
and  tliat  the  excess  of  population  which  cannot  be 
considered  as  J^iving  stability  to  the  various  go- 
vernments of  Europe,  if  suffe’-ed  or  encouraged 
to  settle  here,  would  incalculably  increase  uur 
wealth  and  strength;  but  that  accession  is  doubly 
valuable  which  also  brings  to  the  common  fund, 
with  a mass  of  laborious  industry,  unalterable  at- 
tach|Tfient  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try. And  svi-'  ly  to  give  a wise  direction  to  that  i:o 
dustry,  and  to  secure  by  well  placed  kindness  that 
attachment,  are  amongst  the  noblest  exercises  of  le- 
gislative authority. 

Yaur  memorialists  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
preseiTt,  that  at  no  period  since  the  estabiisment  of 
7\me:  ican  independence,  have  the  people  of  Eu- 
rop' , particularly  the  laboring  classes,  discovered 
so  great  a di'^position  as  at  present  to  emigrate  to 
t!ip  United  States.  But  the  people  of  Ireland,  from 
the  peculiar  pressure  under  which  th.*.t  country  has 
so  long  been  placed,  have  flocked  hither  in  the 
greatest  minsbers,  and  perhaps  under  the  mosttry- 
i ig  aiid  nece.^sitous  circumstances.  They  come,  in- 
deed, not  to  return  and  carry  back  tlie  profits  of 
casual  speculations;  but  to  dedicate  to  this  land  of 
their  hopes  their  persons,  their  families,  their  affec- 
tions, t.heir  ail.  It  is,  liowever,  a tru'h.  regretted 
by  those  wh.o  liave  the  best  means  of  observation, 
that  for  want  of  guides  to  their  steps  and  co!igenial 
homes,  where  ail  their  honest  energies  might  be 
called  into  ;ictivily,  and  their  hardy  enterprise 
tuj-ned  to  their  own  advantage,  as  well  as  the  gene- 
ral good;  they  remain  perplexed,  undecided,  and 
dismayed  by  the  novelty  and  difficulty  of  tlieir  situ- 
ation; they  have  fled  from  want  and  oppression; 
they  touch  the  soil  of  freedom  and  abundance;  but 
the  manna  of  the  wilderness  melts  in  their  sight. 
Eefore  they  can  taste  the  fruits  of  happy  industry, 
the  tempter  too  often  presents  to  their  lips  tlie  cup 
that  turns  man  to  brute,  and  the  very  energies 
which  would  have  made  the  fields  to  blossom, 
make  the  cities  groan.  Individual  benevolence 
cannot  reach  this  evil.  Individuals  may  indeed  so- 
licit, but  it  belongs  to  the  chosen  guardians  of  the 
public  weal  to  minister  the  cure;  nor  is  the  mis-di- 
rection  or  the  destruction  of  the  capabiiites  and  in- 
dui^try  of  these  emigrants  to  be  regretted  only  on 
its  own  account.  The  story  of  their  blasted  hopes 
and  fortunes  is  transmitted  back  and  retailed  with 
malicious  exaggeration.  Others,  possessing  more 
abundant  means,  and  more  prudent  habits,  w'ho 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  with  longing  eyes 
towards  this  free  country,  and  contrast  its  hap- 
pine.ss  With  the  present  state  of  Europe,  are  discou- 
rage<l  and  deterred  by  their  suflerings  and  misfor- 
uincs,  and  thus  a large  current  of  active  population 
and  wealih,  inclined  o flow  into  and  enrich  the 
Ui  ited  Slates,  is  dammed  up  at  tlie  fountain  head. 

A serious  consideration  of  these  circumstances 
induces  your  memorialists  to  hope  and  most  ear- 
nestly but  respectfully  to  request  on  behalf  of 
those,  whose  interests  they  urge,  that  a portion 
of  un.sold  lands  may  be  set  apart,  or  granted  to 
trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  being  settled  by  emi- 
grariis  from  Ireland  on  an  extended  term  of  cre- 
dit. The  Conditions  of  this  grant  your  memorial- 
ists wish  to  be  such  as  may  give  to  the  settlers  its 
entire  benefit,  and  may  exclude  ail  private  spreu- 
i.'.iion  in  (iihei  s. 

They  also  beg  leave  to  suggest,after  contempla’ing 
the  various  uncultivated  tract. s which  invite  the  labor 
of  man,  that  a situation  peculiarly  adapted  for  a set- 
tiemeut  of  that  description,  might  be  foiuid  amongst 


the  lands  lat^ely  purchased  in  the  Illinois  territory. 

Y nlr  memorialists  are  fully  sensible  that  many 
of  their  most  persuasive  arguments  in  favor  of  their 
application,  must  be  addressed,  and  will  not  be  ad- 
dressed in  vain,  lo  the  benevolence  and  sympathies 
of  the  legislature,  but  they  also  confidently  appeal 
to  its  wisdom  and  patriotism.  The  lands  to  which 
they  have  alluded  being  frontier  ard  re  note,  are 
neither  likely  to  be  speedily  exposed  to  sale,  to  be 
rendered  by  cultivation  ,■  ubservient  to  the  general 
prosperity,  nor  by  seitlemenv,  conducive  to  the  ge- 
neral strength.  The  portion  w’hich  might  be  grant- 
ed on  an  extended  credit,  would  pr.obably  be  paid 
for  almost  as  soon  as  if  it  had  not  been  brought  into 
the  market  before  its  regular  turn.  During  that 
time,  in  which  it  would  otherwise  remain  uproduc- 
tive,  (and  therefore  uprofitable)  thousands  of  fami- 
lies would  have  acquired  opulence,  would  have  be- 
nefitted  the  country  by  its  cultivation,  by  the  es- 
tablishing of  schools,  the  opening  of  roads  and  the 
other  improvements  of  social  and  civilized  life. 
They  would  form  a nucleus,  round  which  a more 
abundant  popiilation  would  rapidly  accumulate, 
and  all  the  contiguous  lands  would  be  largely  in- 
creased in  value.  The  small  loss  which  might  ap- 
pear to  be  sustained  by  the  suspension  of  interest 
on  the  credit,  if  it  should  have  any  existence,  will 
be  abundantly  compensated  by  the  money  and  labor 
that  must  be  almost  immediately  expended  on 
works  of  general  utility,  which  the  convenience  and 
necessity  of  the  settlers  will  naturally  induce  them 
to  accomplish. 

But  who  can  calculate  the  physical  or  moral,  or 
even  the  pecuniary, 'advantages  in  time  of  war,  of  hav- 
ing such  a strong  and  embattled  frontier;  the  Irisli 
emigrant,  cherished  and  protected  by  the  govern - 
nienlofthe  U.  States,  will  find  his  attachments  to 
their  interests  increase  in  proportion  to  the  benefits 
he  has  acquired;  he  will,  with  enthusiasm,  love  the 
country  that  affords  him  the  means  of  honorable  and 
successful  enterprize,  and  permits  him  to  enjoy 
unmolested  and  undiminished  the  fruits  of  his  ho- 
neist  industry.  Ingratitude  is  not  the  vice  of  Irish- 
men;— fully  appreciating  his  comparative  comforts, 
and  the  source  from  whence  they  flow,  the  Irish 
emigrant  will  himself  cherish,  and  will  inculcate 
on  his  cliildren,  an  unalterable  devotion  to  his 
adopted  and  tlieir  native  country.  Should  hostili- 
ties approach  him  in  that  quarter,  whether  in  the 
savage  form  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  or 
with  the  deadlier  weapons  of  civilized  warfare, — 
the  Irish  settlers  and  their  hardy  sons  will  prompt- 
ly repel  the  invasion,  drive  back  the  war  upon  the 
enemy,  and  give  to  our  extended  frontier  security 
and  repose. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  pray  your  ho- 
norable body  to  receive  and  listen  favorably  to  their 
application. 

For  President — THOMAS  ADDIS  EMMMET, 
First  Vice’Preside7ii—T) M’CORMICK, 
Seco7id  Vice-President— JAMES  M’BRIDE, 

. CJOMN  W.  MULLIGAN, 
i WILLIAM  SAMPSON, 
'iVeaswrer— ANDREW  MORRIS. 


Standing  Cammttee. 

Churnbers,  JVilliam  jun. 

Robert  Fox, 

John  Meyher^ 

James  R.  Mullany, 
jyiattheru)  L.  Davis, 
Wm.  James  J\VJ\'even, 
De7i?iis  //.  Doyle. 
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jVfaithew  Carroll, 

'J'ltovias  Kirk, 

Dennis  AP  Carthy, 

John  Ji.  Skiddy, 

Robert  S-want07i, 

John  Heffernu7i, 

James  Sterling, 

[UXLEOATE — mu.  JOHN  CHAMBEHS.] 
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PHILADELPHIA  MEMORIAL— TO  THE  SAME. 

That,  whilst  the  people  of  the  United  States 
iTiay  justly  boast,  that  their  country  has  been  the 
refuge  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  without 
distinction,  your  memorialists,  with  pride,  can  say, 
that  to  the  people  of  Ireland  alone  a cordial  invi- 
tation was  given,  by  the  illustrio\is  congress  of 
1775,  to  “seek,  in  the  fertile  regions  of  America, 
an  asylum  fi’om  poverty  and  oppression.” 

Grateful  for  this  invitation,  and  for  the  friendly 
reception  which  succeeded  its  acceptance,  thou- 
.sands  of  exiles  from  Ireland  evinced,  in  the  field  of 
the  American  revolution,  that  tliey  were  not  un- 
worthy of  the  proffered  association. 

Equally  anxious  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  thousands  have  since 
abandoned  the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  and  found 
in  America  a home  for  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity. 

Your  memorialists,  indeed,  believe  that  a great- 
er number  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  de- 
rive their  origin  from  Ireland,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  of  that  Island,  than  from  any  other  Eu- 
ropean nation. 

It  would  be  surprising,  therefore,  if  there  did 
not  exist,  amongst  the  people  of  Ireland,  a great 
anxiety  to  transfer  their  affections,  their  hopes,  and 
their  industry  to  America;  invited  by  the  congress 
of  1775,  attached  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  and 
attracted  by  the  certainty  of  enjoying,  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  blessings  unknown  in  Europe,  they  could 
not  hesitate  without  regret,  or  refuse  without  mi- 
sery. 

During  the  late  eventful  war  in  Europe,  emigra- 
tion from  Ireland  was  checked  by  the  policy  of  the 
British  government, — for  the  advice  and  encourage- 
ment, therefore,  of  those,  who  reached  our  shores 
within  that  period,  personal  sympatiiy  and  private 
succour  were  amply  sufficient:  but  so  great  has 
been  the  emigration,  since  the  establishment  of  a 
general  peace,  and  so  great  is  it  likely  to  continue 
to  be,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
humanity  and  sound  policy  demand  the  co-opera- 
tion of  public  generosity  with  private  philanthropy. 

Aware  of  this  new  condition  of  the  Irish  emi- 
grants, our  brethren  of  the  city  of  New  York  have 
honourably  taken  the  lead,  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain adequate  means  of  relief;  and  they  have  so 
ably  and  eloquently  described,  in  their  memorial 
to  congress,  the  evils  to  be  remedied,  as  well  as 
the  advantages  which  the  remedy  asked  for  would 
yield,  not  only  to  the  emigrants,  but  to  the  United 
States,  that  little  more  is  left  to  your  memorialists 
than  to  avow  their  deep  anxiety  for  the  success  of 
their  application. 

It  is  respectfully  asked,  that  a portion  of  the  un- 
sold lands  of  the  United  States  may  be  set  apart, 
for  a settlement  of  emigrants  frona  Ireland;  thai 
every  avenue  may  be  closed,  at  which  speculation 
migiit  approach;  and  that  the  emigrant  may  have  a 
credit  of  fourteeen  years,  for  the  payment  for  the 
tract,  which  he  shall  settle  upon  and  improve. 

The  boon,  actually  asked,  therefore,  is  a credit 
only  of  ten  years  beyond  the  term  allowed  to  other 
purchasers  of  public  lands;  4ud  your  memorialists 
are  aware  that,  the  moment  they  say  this,  a con- 
tracted view  of  the  subject  presents  tiie  objection, 
of  a supposed  impoiiiic  partiality,  or  unjust  prefer- 
ence. Tills  objection,  however,  has  already  been 
overcome,  in  relation  to  emigrants  from  another 
nation;  and  your  memorialists  can  not  anticipate  a 
less  grateful  result  from  their  own  appeal. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  understood,  that,  because 
your  memorialists  are  descended  from  a particular 


nation,  and  ask  for  its  natives  alone  an  extensive 
credit,  as  purchasers  of  public  lands,  they  doubt 
the  policy,  or  object  to  the  extension,  of  credit  to 
emigrants  from  other  nations.  No:  although  their 
request  is  limited,  they  believe  that  it  might  be 
justly  made  for  all  emigrants  whatever,  and  grant- 
ed with  honor  and  advantage  to  the  United  States. 

But  if  it  should  be  said,  that  a prolonged  credit 
to  emigrants  would  place  them  in  a better  situa- 
tion than  our  own  citizens,  your  raemoi-ialists,  in 
order  to  prove  the  error  of  this  objection,  refer  to 
the  conduct  of  all  nations  possessing,  like  the 
United  States,  a population  wholly  inadequate  to 
tlie  settlement  and  improvemrnt  of  their  extensive 
territories.  In  particular,  Russia  in  the  Crimea, 
and  England  in  Canada,  offer  lands  to  emigrant  set- 
tlers, not  merely  upon  credit,  but  as  a gift;  nay, 
such  is  the  extent  to  which  England,  especially, 
carries  this  policy,  that  she  pays  the  expenses  of 
their  journey  to  Canada,  for  such  of  her  subj^  ots  as 
are  willing,  after  their  emigration  to  the  United 
Slates,  to  remove  to  that  colony.  And  in  doing  so, 
it  must  be  confessed,  that  those  nations  profit  by 
the  lesson,  which  experience  has  taught,  that  “the 
wealth  and  stability  of  a nation  consist  in  the  num- 
ber, social  comforts,  and  productive  industry  of  the 
people.” 

ir,  indeed,  the  natural  Increase  of  our  population, 
great  as  that  increase  has  been,  bore  any  due  pro- 
portion to  tlie  vast  extent  of  territory,  progressive- 
ly acquired,  by  the  United  States;  or,  if  the  remo- 
val of  some  of  our  own  citizens,  from  Maine  to  In- 
diana, for  example,  increased  the  national  popula- 
tion, til  ere  might  be  some  plausibility  in  the  as- 
sumption, that  the  grant  of  a longer  credit  to  an 
emigrant,  than  to  a citizen,  would  be  impoiiiic  or 
unjust:  but  this  objection  loses  all  its  supposed 
force,  when  it  is  recollected,  that  many  generations 
must  pass  away,  before  tlie  lands  of  the  United 
States  can  become  private  property; — that  the 
lands,  asked  on  credit  for  emigrants,  if  granted, 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  paid  for  before  they 
could  be  otherwise  settled; — that  the  early  settle- 
ment of  those  lands  would  enhance  the  value  of  all 
those  around  them; — and  that  these  effects  would 
be  produced,  wiihout  causing  the  evils  which 
would  result  from  the  removal  of  our  own  citizens 
to  the  frontiers,  a reduction  of  population  and  de- 
pression of  property  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Your  memorialists,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  ad- 
mit that  the  advantages  offered  by  our  country  to 
emigrants  from  Ireland,  are  now  sufficiently  great 
to  indtice  them  to  make  the  United  States  their 
home;  and,  they  believe,  that,  if  the  extension  of 
credit,  asked  for,  should  be  refused,  emigration 
will  still  continue:  but,  your  memorialists,  at  the 
same  time,  are  convinced,  that,  without  some  such 
favor  as  they  earnestly  solicit,  many  of  the  emi- 
grants will  remain  upon  our  sea  board,  generaliy 
necessitous,  and,  from  necessity,  perhaps  some- 
times immoral, — a burden  too  heavy  for  private 
generosity,  and  a tax  too  rigorous  even  for  public 
compassion: — 

Whilst,  should  the  prayer  of  your  memorialists 
be  granted,  they  have  no  doubt  but  that  interest 
and  sympathy  wonld  soon  attract  a numerous  and 
active  population  to  a territory  now  a wilderness: 
the  fame  of  such  a settlement,  arising  out  of  sucis 
national  liberality,  would  appe:il  strongly  to  the 
hearts  and  understandings  of  thousands  still  in  Ire- 
land; and  the  tenant  of  the  cottage,  the  indus.rious 
mechanic,  and  even  the  man  of  capital,  would  n ,> 
longer  consider  emigration  affilcting  or  difficui. 
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since  he  would  be  received  in  a society  of4ii^  own 
countrymen,  and  fostered  by  the  generous  policy 
of  his  adopted  country- 

It  was  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  such  a com- 
fortable establishment  as  this,  for  emigrants  from 
Ireland,  that  your  memorialists  formed  themselves 
into  an  association:  should  their  request  be  compli- 
ed with,  they  will  be  more  anxious  than  ever,  if 
that  is  possible,  so  to  direct  the  steps  of  the  emi- 
grant, upon  his  arrival,  that  he  may  speedily  par- 
take of  the  liberality  of  congress,  and  evince  his 
gratitude  by  attachment  to  the  institutions,  zeal  for 
the  interesis,  and  anxiety  far  the  social  happiness 
cf  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

[delegate— MR.  WILLIAM  J,  DUANE.] 

BALTIMORE  MEMORIAL— TO  THE  SAME. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Hibernian  society  of 
Baltimore,  actuated  by  motires  of  affection  and 
humanity  to  our  fellow-men,  and  by  the  sincerest 
attachment  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  these 
United  States,  would  respectfully  exercise  the 
right  of  citizens,  in  submitting  to  congress  this 
brief  memorial,  and  representation  of  our  senti- 
me'tts  and  wishes,  on  a subject  already  brought 
before  your  honorable  body. 

Having  often  v/itnessed,  with  poignant  commis- 
seration,  thehardships  and  difficulties  of  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  on  their  arriv.al  in  this  country,  we 
could  not  but  regret  that  our  association  was  too 
confined,  and  our  means  too  disproportionate,  to 
remove  present  obstacles,  and  point  the  industri- 
ous stranger  to  a more  permanent  home,  in  a cli- 
mate congenial  with  liis  constitution,  amidst  lands 
not  very  dissimilar  to  those  lie  had  been  accustom- 
ed to  till,  and  among  inhabitants  whose  manners 
and  habits  nearly  resembled  his  own.  For  howe- 
ver hospitable  and  generous  the  American  people 
are,  the  stranger  too  frequently  finds  the  differ- 
ence of  birth-place,  and  education  removes  to  a 
v/ide  distance  tlie  members  of  the  human  family — 
'['he  emigrant,  arriving  without  a previous  plan, 
and  generally  with  very  limited  means,  is  tossed 
about  by  uncertainty,  dissipating  time  and  money 
in  hopes  of  fortunate  accidents,  or  losing  them  by 
rash  adventures.  These  inconveniences  the  edu- 
!^ated  emigrant  may  bear  with  fortitude,  without 
yielding  to  despair,  or  sinking  into  vice;  liui  expe- 
rience proves,  that  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  la- 
borious  rustic;  who,  without  education,  lacks  moral 
courage,  and  is  unfortified  against  the  shocks  of 
adversity.  lioiterlng  about  sea-port  towns,  for 
v.’ant  of  a better  destiny  in  the  country,  he  pro- 
cures employment  perhaps  during  summer,  but  re- 
mains idle  through  the  winter,  wasting  his  hard 
earnings,  sacrificing  his  time,  vitiating  his  morals, 
Kud  poisoning  his  health.  When  spring  returns, 
lliis  victim  of  dissipation  cannot  cheerfully  resume 
"ills  wonted  labors,  and  is  disqualified  from  joining 
in  the  exhiiirating  hum  of  vernal  industry.  He  is 
no  longer  animated  by  health,  or  nerved  with 
strength;  and  instead  of  contributing  to  the  gene- 
ral fund  of  wealth,  becomes  a dronish  depredator 
upon  it.  Yet,  under  a more  auspicious  direction, 
this  unfortunate  being  might  have  retained  his  mo- 
rality and  energy,  and  by  producing  more  than  he 
consumed,  have  furnished  his  quota  of  that  sur- 
plus produce,  which  constitutes  the  foundation  of 
public  wealth,  the  material  of  exchange,  and  the 
source  of  commerce. 

Omitting  all  further  arguments  founded  on  the 
duty  of  legislators  to  sustain  morality,  we  would 
more  particularly  dwell  on  the  importance  of  pro- 
labor.  Soliciting  the  attention  of  congress 


to  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  are  confident  that 
our  application  will  be  placed  on  impregnable 
ground,  and  that  in  acceding  to  our  petition,  your 
honorable  body  will  become  no  less  the  benefactors 
of  the  United  States,  than  the  friends  of  the  stran- 
ger. The  most  profound  writers  on  political  eco- 
nomy dispute,  to  this  day,  on  the  comparative  pro- 
ductiveness of  various  species  of  human  labor;  but 
all  agree  that  labor  is  the  prop  of  social  prosperity; 
and  that  one  nation  is  more  powerful  and  wealthy 
than  another,  provided  they  have  equally  good  go- 
vernments, exactly  in  proportion  as  the  one  contains 
more  productive  laborers  than  the  other.  England 
can  indirectly  lay  half  the  globe  under  tribute,  be- 
cause, in  addition  to  her  quantum  of  manual  labor 
performed  by  her  working  class  of  people,  she  al- 
so supplants  or  supplies  the  work  of  three  millions 
of  hands,  by  her  labor-saving  machinery;  and  hence 
the  prosperity  of  her  manufactures.  If  the  United 
States  cannot  successfully  compete  with  Great 
Britain  in  manufacturii\g  skill  and  labor,  until  we 
can  obtain  a denser  population,  and  behold  the 
wilderness  smiling  under  the  hands  of  cultivation; 
your  honorable  body  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the 
policy  of  extending  our  agricillture,  that  in  the 
progress  of  society  we  may  approximate  towards 
the  manufacturing  state,  multiply  domestic  inter- 
course, and  become  independent  of  foreign  nations, 
as  well  for  raiment  as  for  food. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  impressed  with 
the  strongest  conviction  of  the  reciprocal  advan- 
tages to  the  state  and  the  laborers,  most  earnestly 
solicit  your  honorable  body  to  assign  a tract  of  land 
in  the  Illinois  territory,  to  be  cultivated  by  emi- 
grants from  Ireland,  and  paid  for  by  the  same,  on 
a more  extended  credit  than  ordinary.  In  request- 
ing an  enlightened  congress  to  legislate  on  this 
subject,  we  are  convinced  that  their  so  doing  would 
promote  the  public  good;  thousands  of  robust  and 
laborious  emigrants  would  flock  to  the  n&w  settle- 
ment, equally  ready  to  subdue  the  soil,  or  the  ene- 
mies of  their  adopted  country — for  they  remember 
their  kindred  already  here,  and  will  be  grateful  to 
congress  for  completing  the  links  of  their  union, 
while  cementing  our  own.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
congress  will  avail  itself  of  the  spirit  of  emigra- 
tion now  prevailing  in  Ireland,  among  the  laboring 
and  industrious  class  of  farmers,  or  yeomanry,  of 
that  oppressed  country;  and  we  trust  that  they  will 
take  especial  precaution  to  prevent  speculation  in 
the  lands  of  the  contemplated  settlement,  so  as  to 
secure  each  little  farm  to  the  actual  cultivator,  in 
full  property. 

We  are  induced  to  recommend  a settlement  in 
this  exclusive  manner,  from  beholding  the  felicity 
and  comfort  enjoyed  by  the  New-Englandei's,  Ger- 
mans and  Swiss.  From  emigrants  of  the  same 
early  habits  thus  settling  together,  a thousand  fi- 
bres of  the  heart  remain  unbroken;  a thousand  feel- 
ings of  tlieir  nature  are  thus  protected  from  vio- 
lence;  and  mutual  toil  and  travel  are  cheered  by 
mutual  sympathy;  all  evils  are  alleviated,  all  en- 
joyments encreased,  by  companionship — Such  is 
our  social  nature. 

On  taking  the  subject  of  this  petition  into  consi- 
deration, we  feel  confident  that  congress  will  ap- 
prove of  the  project,  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
in  which  they  investigate  it.  They  will  confer 
comfort  and  happiness  on  multitudes,  and  at  the 
same  time  increase  the  strength  and  resources  of 
the  nation.  They  will  erect  a barrier  of  Irish  ma- 
terials on  the  frontiers,  and  thus  add  to  the  gene- 
ral security  of  the  union. 

Should  your  honorable  body  grant  the  petition 
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of  your  memorialists,  we  have  substantial  reason 
to  believe  that  many  families  of  opulence,  long  re- 
sident in  this  country,  would  purchase  plantations 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  contemplated  settle- 
ment, and  thus  enhance  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  in  that  quarter. 

Trusting  that  your  honorable  body  will  see  this 
business  in  a light,  advantageous,  as  well  to  tlie 
United  States,  as  to  the  party  petitioned  for,  we 
most  respectfuily  resign  the  subject  into  your 
hands,  and  your  memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will 
ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Hibeknian  soci- 
ety OF  Baltimohe,  by  the  officers  thereof,  agreea- 
bly to  order,  at  a public  roeeting  of  the  society, 
lieid  on  the  20th  dav  of  January,  1818. 

LUKE  flERNAN,  President. 

JOHN  KELSO,  Vice  president. 

JOHN  GLENDY,  Chaplain. 

GEORGE  BROWN,  Physician. 

■ SAMUEL  I.  DONALDSON,  Cminsellor. 

STEWART  BROWN,  Treasurer. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG,  Secretary. 

3IAWAGEUS. 

Samuel  Harden^  John  Sulhvan, 

Sami.  Moore^  David  Burke^ 

Thomas  Kelso^  John  Hanna. 

JMartin  F.  Mahei\ 

"[DEtEGATES-— MESSRS.  S.  HARDEN  AND  I.  KELSO.] 


Lavf  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled,  “an  act 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  no  gaods,  wares  or  merchandize,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  ad  valorem 
duty,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry  with  the  collector 
of  the  district  into  which  the  same  are  bronght, 
unless  the  owner,  consignee,  or  other  importer 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  siiali  pro- 
duce to  such  collector  the  original  invoice  thereof; 
but  the  same  shall  be  deposited,  and  remain  in  the 
public  warehouse,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
O'vner  of  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  until 
such  invoice  be  produced:  Provided,  however. 
That  in  all  cases  where  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandize, shall  have  been  imported  from  a port 
or  place  on  this  side  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  if 
such  invoice  or  invoices  be  not  procured  in  six 
months,  and  from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any 
ether  port  or  place  beyond  the  same,  within  nine 
months  from  the  time  of  such  importation,  then  the 
said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  be  ap- 
praised, and  the  duties  estimated  thereon  in  the: 
manner  hereinafter  directced:  Aiid  provided  always, 
That  this  prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  as  shall  have  been  taken 
from  a wreck. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  piacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary ol  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authori- 
sed and  empowered,  in  his  judgment,  circum- 
stances under  which  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandize, shall  have  been  imported,  or  any  other 
circumstances  connected  therewith,  render  it  ex- 
pedient, to  direct  the  collector  in  whose  district 
such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  may  be,  to  ad- 
mit the  same  to  entry,  on  an  appraisement  duly 
made  thereof,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed: 
Provided,  the  owner,  agent,  consignee,  or  importer. 


of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  first 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  United 
States,  to  produce  to  such  collector  the  invoice  of 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mercliandize,  within  eight 
months,  if  the  same  were  imported  from  any  port 
or  place  on  this  side  of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  within  fifteen  months,  if  from  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  port  or  place  beyond  the  same,  and  to  pay 
any  amount  of  duty  to  which  it  shall  appear,  by 
such  invoice,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, were  subject,  over  and  above  the  amount  of 
duties  estimated  on  the  said  appraisement. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  when  an 
entry  shall  be  made  with  any  collector,  of  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duly, 
the  person  making  such  entry  shall,  if  he  be  owner 
of  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  declare  the 
same  on  oath,  and  if  he  be  not  the  owber,  shall  de- 
clare on  oath  the  name  and  residence  of  the  owner 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ad 
valorem  rates  of  duty  upon  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandize, shall  be  estimated  by  adding  twenty  per 
I cent,  to  the  actual  cost  thereof,  if  imported  from 
I the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  any  island,  port, 
or  place  beyond  the  same,  and  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
actual  cost  thereof,  if  Imported  from  any  other 
place  or  country,  including  all  charges,  except 
commissions,  outside  packages,  and  insurance. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  addition 
to  the  oath  now  required  by  law  to  be  taken  by 
any  owner,  consignee,  agent,  or  importer,  on  the 
entry  «f  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  im- 
ported into  the  United  Sta?es,  such  ov/ner,  con- 
signee, agent,  or  importer,  shall,  on  the  entry  of 
any  goods,  ware.s  or  merchandize  so  imported,  and 
subject  to  an  ard  valorem  duty,  declare  on  oath  that 
the  invoice  produced  by  him  exhibits  the  true  va- 
lue of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  in  theit 
actual  state  of  manufacture. 

Sec.  6,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  shall 
be  consigned  to  any  person  to  be  entered  by  him, 
and  to  he  delivered  to  order,  to  any  other  person, 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  be  depo- 
sited and  remain  in  the  public  warehouse,  at  the  ex- 
pense and  risk  of  the  owner,  until  the  person  au- 
thorized to  receive  them  shall  appear  and  make 
the  additional  oath  required  by  the  fifth  section  of 
this  act,  or  (if  such  person  shall  not  reside  at  the 
place  of  such  importation)  until  the  invoice  of  such 
good,  wares,  and  merchandize,  accompanied  by  a 
notorial  act  of  his  having  taken  the  said  oath,  shall 
be  produced  to  the  collector  in  whose  district  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  may  be:  Provided, 
Tliat,  if  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be 
complied  with  in  four  months  from  the  time  of  the 
importation  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
the  same  shall  be  subject  to  the  appraisement  re- 
quired by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,,  imported,  and  sub- 
ject to  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  re-shipped  and 
transported  coastwise,  from  one  district  to  another, 
in  the  packages  in  which  the  same  were  imported, 
an  invoice,  or  a copy  of  such  invoice,  verified  by 
the  additional  oath  required  by  the  fifih  section  of 
this  act,  and  certified  under  the  official  seal  of  the 
collector  with  whom  tlie  entry  on  tlie  importation 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  was  made, 
shall  be  produced  at  the  port  to  which  the  .s:une 
shall  be  transported,  and  the  same  inspection  oi 
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such  g-oods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  be  made, 
as  if  they  had  been  brought  direct  from  a foreign 
port  or  place;  and  if  the  invoice,  verified  as.  afore- 
said, shall  not  be  so  produced,  such  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize,  sluill  be  deposited  and  remain  in 
the  public  wareiiouse  at  the  expense  and  risk  of 
the  owner  thereof,  until  tlie  invoice,  verified  and 
certified  in  the  manner  above  required,  shall  be 
produced;  and  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize.,  im- 
ported, and  subject  to  duty  as  aforesaid,  may  be 
transported  coastwise,  to  one  or  more  districts 
within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  goods, 

wares,  or  merchandize,  imported  and  subject  to 
duty  as  aforesaid,  and  belonging  to  a person  or  per- 
sons residing,  and  at  the  time  of  such  importation, 
being  out  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  be  admit- 
ted  to  entry,  after  six  nnonths  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  if  imported  from  a port  or  place  on 
this  side  of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  after  fifteen 
months  from  the  passage  thereof,  if  imported  from 
the  cape  of  Good  Hope  or  any  port  beyond  the 
same,  unless  the  invoice  of  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  shall  be  verified  in  tlie  manner  re- 
quired bj  the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  before  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  tire  port  at  which 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  were  ship- 
ped, or  before  the  consul  of  the  United  States  m 
the  country  in  which  the  said  port  may  be;  and 
such  owner  or  owners  shall  further  declare  on  oath, 
whether  he  or  Ibey  are  the  manufacturers,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  such  g'oods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
or  are  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  pro- 
fits of  any  art  or  trade  by  which  they  have  been 
brought  to  their  present  state  of  manufacture;  and 
if  so,  lie  qr  they  shall  further  swear,  that  the  pri- 
ces charged  in  the  aforesaid  invoice  are  the  cur- 
rent value  of  the  same,  at  the  place  of  manufacture, 
and  such  as  he  or  they  would  have  received,  if  the 
same  had  been  there  sold  in  the  usual  course  of 
trade:  Provided,  that  if  there  be  no  consul  of  the 
United  States  in  the  country  from  whence  the  ship- 
ment of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  is 
made,  the  oath  hereby  reuqired  shall  be  made  be- 
fore a notary  public,  or  other  officer  duly  authoriz- 
ed to  administer  oaths,  whose  official  character 
shall  be  ceriified  by  a consul  of  a nation  at  the 
time  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  if  there  be 
one  in  such  country. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  encoded.  That  fur  the 
appraisement  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  re- 
quired by  this  act,  or  by  any  other  act  concerniisg 
imporvy  and  tonnage,  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  shall  appoint  in  each  of  the  ports  of  Bos- 
ton, New’  York,  Philadelphia,  [hillimorc,  Charles- 
ton and  New  Orleans,  tv/o  persons  well  qualified  to 
perform  that  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
who  before  they  enter  thereon,  shall  severally  make 
oath  diligently  and  fai  lifally  to  inspect  and  exa- 
mine such  goods,  Wares  or  inerchadize,  as  the  col- 
lector may  direct,  and  truly  to  report,  to  the  best 
of  tlieir  knowledge  and  belief,  the  true  value  there- 
of when  purchased,  at  tlie  place  op  placc.s  from 
whence  tlie  same  were  iinporled;  ami,  wlien  m.y 
appraisement  is  to  be  made  in  the  .said  principal 
ports,  the  t vvo  apjiraisers,  . so  appohited  therein, 
togetiier  with  a respectable  i-esident  merchant, 
chosen  by  tlie  party  in  interest,  and  sworn  in  like 
manner,  to  examine  and  report,  shall  make  such 
appraisement,  the  said  merchant  liaving  also  made 
oath  tliat  he  has  no  direct  or  indirect  interest  in 
the  case;  but  when  any  appraisement  is  to  be  made 
in  ports  other  than  those  above  named,  two  respect- 


able resident  merch.ants,  selected  by  the  collector, 
together  with  a respectable  merchant,  chosen  by 
the  p.any  in  interest,  w'ho  shall  have  severally  tak- 
en the  oatlis  required  by  this  section,  shall  be  the 
appraisers:  Provided,  that  in  any  case  where  t!ie 
party  in  interest  shall  decline  or  neglect  to  choose 
a respectable  resident  merchant  to  join  in  such  ap- 
praisement, the  collector  shall  make  the  selection 
necessary  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act,  and  the 
appraisement  so  made  by  them,  or  a majority  of 
them,  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  in  law';  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  have  authority  to 
direct  the  appraisers  for  any  collection  district  to 
attend  any  other  district  fbr  the  purpose  of  ap- 
praising any  goods,  w'ares  or  merchandize,  import- 
ed therein,  and  for  such  service  they  shall,  re- 
spectively, receive  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  a day 
whilst  engaged  therein,  and  at  the  rate  of  five  dol- 
lars for  evei’y  tw'enty  five  miles  in  going  to,  and 
returning  from  such  district;  which  shall  form  no 
part  of  the  salary  provided  for  by  this  act.  And 
the  president  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  to  appoint  the 
appraisers  of  the  said  ports,  which  appointments 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  co.ngress. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  mer- 
chant wiio  shall  be  chosen  by  the  collector,  or  by 
the  party  in  Interest,  to  make  any  appraisement 
required  under  this  act,  or  under  any  other  act  re- 
specting imports  and  tonnage,  and  who  shall,  after 
due  notice  of  such  choice  has  been  given,  decline 
or  neglect  to  assist  at  such  appraisement,  shall  be 
subject  to  a fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
tq  the  costs  of  prosecution  in  any  court  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States  having  cognizance  of  the  same. 

Sec,  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  w'henever, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  to  suspect  that  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize, subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  and  imported 
into  his  district,  have  been  invoiced  below  the  true 
value  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  in 
their  actual  state  of  manufacture,  at  the  place 
from  w'hich  they  were  imported,  such  collector 
shall  direct  the  same  to  be  appraised  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  tlie  ninth  section  of  this  act; 
and  if  the  value  at  which  the  same  shall  be  ap- 
praised, shall  exceed,  by  twepty  five  per  centum, 
the  invoice  prices  thereof,  then,  in  addition  to  the 
ten  or  twenty  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
upon  correct  and  regular  invoices  according  to  law, 
there  shall  be  added  fifty  percent,  on  the  apprais- 
ed value;  on  W'hich  aggregate  amount,  the  duties 
on  such  goods,  w'ares  or  merchandize,  shall  be  es- 
timated. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted»  That  in  al^ 
cases  where  the  appraised  value  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  appraised  under  this,  or 
any  other  act  concerning  Imports  and  tonnage,  shall 
exceed,  by  less  than  twenty  five  per  centum  the 
invoice  value  tliereof,  such  appraised  value  sliall 
be  considered  tlie  true  value  of  such  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize,  upon  which  the  duty  is  to  be  es- 
timated, wiiii  the  addition  of  such  per  centum  as 
is  bylaw  required;  but  in  all  cases  where  the  ap- 
praised v,alue  sliall  be  less  than  the  invoice  value, 
the  duty  shall  be  charged  on  the  invoice  value  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  no  appraisement  had  been 
made. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize,  subject  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  and  belonging  to  a person  or  persons,  resid- 
ing, and  at  the  time  of  the  importation  thereof  be- 
ing out  of  the  United  States,  and  which  sliall  be 
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imported  in  the  United  States,  but  for  the  want  of 
the  verification  required  by  the  8th  section  of  this 
act  not  admitted  to  entry,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  apprt;iisement,  and  to  the  same  addition  to 
the  appraised  value,  as  are  prescribed  by  the  ele- 
venth section  of  this  act,  in  the  case  of  fraudulent 
invoices. 

Sec.  14.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  half 
of  the  duty  accruing  on  the  additional  fifty  per 
centum,  which  may  be  imposed  on  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize,  in  virtue  of  the  eleventh  section  of 
this  act,  shall  be  divided  among  the  custotn-house 
officers  of  the  port  in  which  such  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  may  be,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act  entitled,  “an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,”  passed  on  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  which  may  be 
taken  from  any  wreck,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry, 
the  same  shall  be  appraised  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  the  ninth  section  of  this  act;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  also  be  bad,  where  a reduction 
of  duties  shall  be  claimed,  on  account  of  damage 
which  any  goods,  wares  or  mercliandize,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  shall  have  sustained  in  the 
course  of  the  voyage. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ex- 
penses of  appraisements  made  under  this  act,  shall 
in  all  cases,  be  borne  by  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  goods,  w^ares  or  merchandize,  appraised,  ex- 
cept  when  the  appraisement  ordered  under  the 
eleventh  section  shall  not  exceed  the  invoice  value 
of  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  and  where 
it  shall  be  made  on  goods  damaged  by  the  voyage; 
and  except,  also,  when  the  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, appraised,  shall  have  been  taken  from  a 
wreck. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  appraisers  who  may  be  appointed  under  the 
ninth  section  of  this  act,  in  the  several  ports  there- 
in named,  excepting  New  York,  shall  receive,  as  a 
compensation  for  his  services,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  appraisers  for 
the  port  of  New  York  shall  receive  each  two  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum;  and  the  merchants  who 
may  act  as  appraisers  under  this  act  shall  receive 
for  their  services,  while  employed  on  that  duty,  a 
compensation  of  five  dollai’s  per  diem;  and  the  said 
sum  of  five  dollars  per  diem,  for  each  of  the  ap- 
praisers (whether  official  appraisers,  or  selected 
merchants)  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector,  by  the 
owner  or  agent  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
appraised  by  them,  respectively,  in  all  cases  where 
such  owner  or  agent  may  be  liable  to  the  expense 
of  appraisement,  before  the  delivery  of  such  goods, 
ware.s,  or  merchandize,  by  the  collector^  The 
sums  so  received,  shall  be  forthwith  paid  by  such 
collector  to  the  appraisers,  and  the  amount  so  paid 
to  the  official  appraisers  shall  be  in  part  satisfac- 
tion of  their  salary. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  eve" 
ry  verification  made  under  this  act,  before  a consul 
of  the  United  States,  such  consul  shall  be  entitled 
to  demand  and  receive  from  the  person  making  the 
same  a fee  of  two  dollars. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  shall  be  admitted  to 
entry  upon  invoice,  the  collector  of  the  port  in 
which  the  same  was  entered  shall  certify  such  in- 


voice under  his  official  seal;  and  no  other  evidence 
of  the  value  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mercVi^mdize, 
shall  be  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  owner  or  own- 
ers thereof,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept in  corroboration  of  such  invoice. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son or  persons,  who  shall  counterfeit  any  certificate 
or  attestation  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  use 
such  certificate  or  attestation,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  counterfeit,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
before  any  court  of  the  United  States,  having  cog- 
nizance of  the  same,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and  be  fined  in  a sum ‘not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a term  not  exceeding 
three  years. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  dis- 
count shall  be  allowed  on  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  admitted  to 
entry,  unless  the  importer  shall  expressly  state,  on 
oath  or  affirmation,  that  such  discount  has  been 
actually  and  bona  fide  allowed  to  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  in  the 
payn*ent  made  for  the  same. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col 
lectors  of  the  customs  shall  be  required  to  cause 
at  least  one  package  at  least  out  of  every  fifty  pac- 
kages, of  every  invoice  of  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, imported  into  their  respective  districts, 
to  be  opened  and  examined,  and  if  the  same  be 
found  not  to  correspond  with  the  invoice  thereof, 
or  to  be  falsely  charged  in  such  invoice,  a full  in- 
spection of  all  such  goods,‘wares  or  merchandize, 
as  may  be  included  in  the  same  entry,  shall  be 
made;  and  if  any  package  is  found  to  contain  any 
article  not  described  in  the  invoice,  the  whole 
package  shall  be  forfeited,  and  in  case  such  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  shall  be  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  duty,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
and  the  same  penalties  shall  be  incurred,  as  are  pro- 
vided in  the  eleventh  section  of  this  act:  Provided, 
that  Eothing  herein  contained  shall  save  from  for- 
feiture any  package  having  in  it  any  article  not  de- 
scribed in  the  invoice. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  bond 
to  the  United  States,  entered  into  for  the  payment 
of  duties,  by  a merchant  belongingto  afirm,  in  the 
name  of  such  firm,  shall  equally  bind  the  partner 
or  partners  in  trade,  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  such  bond  shall  have  been  executed. 

Sec,  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  entry  of  merchandize  for  tlie  benefit  of 
drawback,  the  time  of  twenty  days  shall  be  .-^.llow- 
ed  from  the  date  of  tlie  clearance  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  foi- giving 
the  exportation  bonds  for  the  same:  Provided, 

That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  particular, 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  hereto- 
fore established  foi*  entries  of  exportation  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback.  » 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  etuictcrL  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of 
this  act,  shall  be  sued  foi’,  recovered,  distributed, 
and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  tlie  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,”  pas- 
sed on  the  sec.nnd  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  Imndred  and  ninety  nine,  and  may  be  miti- 
gated or  remitt' d in  the  manner  prescrioed  by 
the  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  mitig  ting 
or  remittitig  die  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities, accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mention- 
ed,” passed  on  die  third  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety  seven. 
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Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years 
irom  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARO, 
president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
April  20,  18 18, —approved,  JAMES  MONROE. 


Indian  War* 

LA.T15ST  rnOM  THE  AHMV. 

MiUedgeville,  May  5.  F>r  the  following  late  in- 
telligence from  our  troops,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
Pearre,  (one  of  the  editors  of  the  Augusta  Chro- 
nicle,) an  officer  of  col.  Milton’s  staff,  who  is  di- 
rect from  the  army. 

The  army  left  St.  Marks  on  the  9th  ult.  and  on 
the  10th  were  joined  by  a detachment  of  mounted 
troops  from  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  co- 
lonels  Dyer  and  Williamson,  a small  detachment  of 
regulars  under  the  command  of  captain  Call,  and 
1000  warriors  under  M‘Intosh,  who  had  been  left 
at  the  Mickasukie  to  scour  the  country  and  gather 
the  stock  which  was  left  by  the  Indians  in  their  re- 
treat.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  MHntosh  with 
a part  of  his  warriors,  attacked  a party  of  hostile 
Indians.  The  engagement  continued  about  two 
hours  with  much  spirit,  when  the  hostiles  retreat- 
ed, leaving  their  women,  children  and  property  of 
all  kinds  to  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors— Sus- 
tainlng  a loss  of  37  killed  on  the  field,  and  two 
wounded,  and  a number  of  prisoners.  The  num- 
ber of  Indians  engaged  was  differently  represented 
by  difierent  prisoners.  MHntosh  had  three  men 
killed,  and  several  wounded.  Kinnard  and  Tim- 
pooche,  (or  John)  Barnett  were  conspicuous  in  this 
action;  the  latter  evinced  military  talents  which 
would  have  done  credit  to  a greater  man.  These 
Indians  belonged  to  M'Queen’s  party,  and  were  the 
same  who  massacred  the  crew  of  lieut.  Scott  in 
the  boats  last  fall,  at  the  mouth  of  Flint  river.  The 
woman  who  was  taken  there,  anfi  many  articles  of 
soldiers’  clothing  were  found  in  their  possession. 

On  the  I7th  the  army  took  possession  of  Suwan- 
ney,*  after  a skirmish  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  in 
which  three  negroes  were  killed,  and  three  taken 
prisoners.  About  2000  bushels  of  corn,  some  cat- 
tle, and  some  few  articles  of  provisions,  such  as 
rice,  potatoes,  sugar,  salt,  &c.  were  found  in  the 
town,  and  at  a store  belonging  to  Arbuthnot,  a few 
miles  below.  On  the  next  day  a scout  was  sent 
across  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  In- 
dians, but  they  had  got  too  far  advanced  to  be 
overtaken,  '['he  scouts  took  some  property,  and 
found  a small  quantity  of  merchandize  concealed 
in  the  swamp. 

On  the  night  of  the  18th  two  Englishmen,  who 
Arbuthnot  had  employed  as  clerks  and  agents,  and 
two  negroes,  came  from  a schooner  just  arrived 
below  from  a piratical  cruise,  up  to  the  town  for 
provisions,  £ic.  unconscious  of  our  army  being  there. 
They  were,  all  taken  by  our  centinels,  except  one 
negro,  who  made  his  escape.  The  canoe  which 
they  came  in  was  secured,  and  at  day  light  next 
morning  a detachment  was  sent  to  take  possession 
of  the  schooner,  onboard  of  which  young  Arbuth- 
not commanded.  The  result  of  the  expedition  was 
not  known  when  our  informant  departed. 

*The  town  Suwanney,  107  miles  from  St.  Marks, 
is  said  to  have  been  beautifully  situated  on  the  ri- 
ver, and  suppo.sed  to  have  contained  600  huts — 
all  which  were  reduced  to  ashes.— Ed.  Reg. 


On  the  20th,  the  Georgia  troops  commenced 
their  march  homeward.  In  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  MHntosh  and  the  principal  part  of  his  warri- 
ors also  commenced  their  return  march,  with  direc- 
tions to  destroy  Hoponnie’s  town  and  all  his  war- 
riors, and  to  take  possession  of  all  his  property  of 
every  description,  so  as  effectually  to  destroy  him. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  major  general  Jackson  tb 
governor  Rabun,  dated 

BOWLEGS  TO  WW,  SUWAUXET, 

20th  April,  1818. 

*‘Stk — I have  reached  and  destroyed  this  and 
the  other  town  in  its  vic/nity,  and  having  captured 
the  principal  exciters  ^>f  the  war,  T think  I may 
safely  say,  that  the  ladibn  war,  for  the  present,  is  . 
terminated.  This  happy  circumstance  enables  me 
to  dispense  with  the  further  services  of  the  bri- 
gade of  Georgia  militia,  commaq'tled  by  brigadier 
gen.  Glasscock;  and,  at  their  solicitation,  I have 
ordered  them  directly  to  Hartford,  to  be  muster- 
ed, paid  and  discharged. 

*‘The  last  campaign  has  consisted  more  of  rapid 
movements  and  manceuvering  than  of  hard  fighting; 
but  from  every  occurrence,  I have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, that  in  the  event  of  a hard  fought  action, 
every  officer  and  soldier  under  ray  command  would 
hsve  sustained  the  true  American  chai'acter,  and 
have  realized  the  best  hopes  of  their  country. 

I have  the  honor  to,  be  very  respectfully,  youir 
most  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  GenU  Comd^gj* 

EXi>EBITIO?r  AGATXST  THE  CHEHAWS. 

The  official  account  of  this  expedition  has  been 
received,  and  will  be  found  below.  Respecting  its 
policy,  there  are  various  opinions;  and  with  regard 
to  its  tragical  result,  many  contradictory  state- 
ments. It  is  asserted,  and  so  far  as  we  have  heard 
it  expressed,  public  opinion  favors  the  belief,  that 
the  town  destroyed  was  friendly;  and  some  of 
its  warriors  are  stated  to  be  now  with  the  army  un- 
der general  Jackson. 

We  are  authorized  to  state,  that  the  executive 
has  been  long  since  convinced,  by  information  de- 
rived from  respectable  sources,  of  the  hostile  dis-  ^ 
poisition  of  the  Indians  living  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Early,  on  the  Flint  river.  Particularly 
those  under  the  influence  of  the  chiefs  Felemma, 
and  Hopaimo.  To  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the 
frontier,  and  prevent  depredations  in  future,  capt. 
Wright  of  the  militia  stationed  at  Hartford,  with 
such  Volunteers  as  he  could  assemble,  was  directed 
by  the  governor  to  chastise  the  towns  above  na7ned. 
Unfortunately,  the  detachment  it  is  believed  was 
misled,  either  by  the  ignorance  or  design  of  the 
guides,  and  fell  on  the  old  Chehaw  Town  (supposed 
to  be  ftdendly)  whi^h  was  laid  in  ashes,  and  many 
of  its  wretched  inhabitants  put  to  death. 


Hartford,  (Ga.)  April  25,  1818. 
His  excellency  governor  Rabun: 

SiK — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  agreea- 
ble to  your  orders,  I took  up  the  line  of  march 
from  this  place  on  the  21st  instant,  with  captains 
Robinson’s  and  Rogers’  companies  of  mounted  gun- 
men, captain  Dean’s  and  Child’s  infantry,  together 
with  two  detachments  under  lieutenants  Cooper 
and  Jones,  captain  Thomason  acting  as  adjutant,  in 
all  about  270  effective  men. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d.  I crossed  Flint  river  and 
at  day  break  advanced  with  caution  against  thp 
Qhehavi  Town.  The  advance  guard,  when  wlthi% 
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half  a mile  of  the  town,  took  an  Indian  prisoner, 
who  was  attending  a drove  of  cattle,  and  on  ex- 
amination, found  some  of  them  to  be  the  property 
of  a Mr.  M’Duffy  (who  was  present)  of  Telfair 
county. 

The  town  was  attacked  between  11  and  12 
o’clock,  witli  positive  orders  not  to  injure  the  -loo- 
men,  or  children,  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  the 
whole  was  in  jlames;  they  made  some  little  resist- 
ance but  to  no  purpose. 

From  the  most  accurate  accounts,  24  warriors 
were  killed,  and  owing  to  the  doors  of  some  of  the 
houses  being  inaccessible  to  our  men,  and  numbers 
of  guns  being  fired  at  us  through  the  crevices,  they 
were  set  fire;  in  consequence  of  which,  numbers 
were  burnt  to  death  in  the  houses;  in  all  probability 
from  40  to  50  was  their  total  loss.  Some  consider- 
a)?le  number  of  warriors  made  their  escape,  by  tak- 
ing to  a thick  swamp;  a very  large  parcel  of  powder 
found  in  the  town  v/as  destroyed.  It  is  supposed 
their  chief  is  among  the  slain.  The  town  is  laid 
completely  desolate,  without  the  loss  of  a man. 
We  re  crossed  the  Flint  to  Port  Early  the  same 
evening,  making  a complete  mArch  of  31  miles  (ex- 
clusive of  destroying  the  town)  in  24  hours. 

The  conduct  of  the  olficers  and  soldiers  on  this 
occasion,  (as  well  as  on  all  others)  was  highly 
characteristic  of  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the 
Georgians  in  general. 

I am,  sir,  with  resp,ect,  your  most  obedient 
Ijiumbie  serv’t,  OBED.  WRIGHT. 

Capt.  Geo.  Draf.  militia,  comd’g. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  judge  Stro7ig  to  the  governor, 
dated,  Hartford,  27th  Jlpril,  1818. 

Sin— On  my  route  to  the  Telfair  and  back,  imm.e- 
diately  on  tlie  frontier,  I took  much  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  disposition  of  the  towns  below  Chehaw, 
and  from  a variety  of  corroborating  facts,  I have  no 
doubt  but  that  a majority  of  their  warriors  are 
hostile,  and  have  done  most  of  the  recent  mischief 
on  our  borders.  A part  if  not  all  the  Chehaw 
towns  are  also  hostile,  some  were  painted,  and  the 
cattle  of  different  citizens  found  there,  which  had 
been  driven  off  by  the  Indians.  The  recent  occur- 
rences there,  puts  their  disposition  out  of  the  ques- 
tion—there  can  be  no  doubt  they  will  do  us  all  the 
injury  they  can.  As  an  individual  I therefore  feel 
desirous,  that  ample  means  should  be  placed  in 
capt.  Wright’s,  or  some  other  officer’s  hands,  to 
fight  and  beat  the  Indians  below  Chehaw,  and 
destroy  their  towns.  In  haste,  from  the  bench. 
Your’s  respectfully,  C.  B.  STRONG. 

Messrs.  Grantland^ — I ff  nd  some  people  are  mis- 
led, or  under  wrong  impressions,  as  to  the  late  ex- 
pedition to  the  nation,  supposing  the  town  destroy- 
ed by  capt.  Wright’s  detachment  (acting  under  the 
orders  of  the  executive)  was  actually  friendly.  As 
-an  officer  commanding  a volunteer  corps,  on  that 
occasion,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  that  when  the 
army,  or  rather  the  advance,  appeared  within  a 
halt  a mile  of  the  town,  \ve  found  an  Indian  herd- 
ing cattle,  the  most  of  wdiich  appeared  to  be  white 
people’s  marks  and  brands.  A Mr.  McDuffee,  of 
Telfair,  attached  to  my  corps,  swore  to  one  cow  as  | 
the  property  of  his  father,  and  taken  from  near 
where  the  late  depredation  on  the  frontier  of  Tel- 
fair was  committed.  We  found  in  the  town  a rifle 
gun,  known  to  be  the  one  taken  from  a man  of  the 
name  of  Burch,  who  fell  in  tlie  before  mentioned 
skirmish.  When  we  determined  to  attack;  the 
town,  positive  orders  were  given  to  spare  the  wo- 
?pen  and  children,  and  all  sucli  as  claimed  protec- 


tion; which  was  strictly  enforced  by  the  officers,  so 
far  as  >vas  practicable,  or  witliin  ray  observation. 
My  troop  was  directed  to  advance  on  the  right  of 
the  town,  which  was  done  speedily.  On  our  ap- 
proach and  before  a man  of  my  company  fired  a gun, 
tlie  indiau.«,  from  a sink  or  cave  near  the  path  we 
were  in,  fired  apparently  12  or  15 guns  at  niy  men; 
the  bullets  were  distinctly  heard  by  all,  and  siig’^* 
ly  felt  by  two  or  three  of  the  men.  Some  the  In- 
dians found  in  the  to'.vn  were  painted;  all  I saw 
evinced  ix  disprosition  to  fight  or  escape.  We  killed 
24  warriors,  and  burnt  the  town  agreeable  to  or- 
ders. A considerable  number  of  nevr  British  mus- 
kets, carbines,  See.  were  destroyed;  in  nearly  all 
the  houses  there  were  explosions  of  gunpowder. 
The  Indian  we  found  herding  cattle  informed  us, 
tiiiit  Hopauna  resided  there  and  was  then  in  tlie 
town.  I am  not  certain  whether  he  v/as  slain  or 
not.  In  possession  of  the  last  Indian  killed,  who 
Was  painted  red,  was  found  two  letters,  one  from 
col,  Milton,  the  other  from  major  Minton,  both  ad- 
dressed to  gerreral  Gaines,  the  seals  of  which  were 
broken. 

JACOB  ROBINSON. 

April  30th,  1818. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  orders  issued  by  the 
executive  to  capt.  Wright.  ' 
llmd  quarters,  Georgia,  Milledgeville,  April  14, 1818. 

General  orders. — The  executive  having  receiv- 
ed information  through  sources  which  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  wanton  and  cruel  murders  so 
frequently  committed  on  the  frontier  inhabitants  of 
this  state,  and  which  are  almost  daily  practised  by 
the  savages,  ascertained  to  be  the  PheLnvmes  and 
Ihppones-,  inhabitants  of  two  small  villages  of  their 
names,  on  or  near  Flint  river,  who  have  during  the 
late  hostilities  endeavored  to  conceal  their  blood 
thirsty  and  hostile  disposition  under  a cloak  of 
friendship — And  the  combined  regular  and  militia 
force  under  maj.  gen.  Jackson  being  too  far  advanced 
into  the  heart  of  the  Creek  nation  to  admit  of  any 
speedy  operations  against  them  from  that  quarter; 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  state  deems  it  expe- 
dient for  the  safety  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  and 
to  prevent  further  depredation  by  them,  that  a 
sufficient  military  force  should  be  marched  imme- 
diately against  those  towns  to  effect  their  complete 
destruction,  and  for  the  speedy  accomplishment  of 
which,  capt.  Obed.  Wright,  commanding  as  senior 
officer  of  the  militia  stationed  on  the  frontier,  will 
order  captains  Dean  and  Childes,  who  are  stationed 
at  different  points  on  the  Ocmulgee,  to  proceed 
immediately  with  their  respective  commands  to 
Hartford  or  such  other  place  as  he  shall  deem  ex- 
pedient, betvveei*  that  place  and  Fort  Early,  with 
the  exception  of  a small  guard  place  under  the 
command  of  a subaltern  or  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer to  defend  the  posts  they  now  occupy;  he  is  also 
authorized  to  receive  such  companies  as  may  volun- 
tarily join  him. 

Capt.  Timothy  L.  Rogers,  commanding  a volun- 
teer troop  of  light  dragoons  in  Jones,  and  capL 
John  Fermenter,  commanding  a volunteer  company 
of  riflemen  in  Twiggs  county,  will  join  capt.  Wright 
at  Hartford — so  soon  as  the  respective  companies 
shall  have  arrived  at  that  place,  capt.  Wright  will 
proceed  with  the  whole  to  Fort  Early,  where  he  is 
authorized  to  call  on  capt.  Bothwell,  or  the  com- 
manding officer  of  that  station,  for  the  whole  of 
his  command,  except  so  many  as  are  actually  ne- 
cessary for  its  immediate  protection.  The  utmost 
precaution  will  be  necessary  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  important  object,-  and  to  effect  which, 
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it  will  be  necessary  that  a profound  secrecy  should 
be  observed,  and  the  expedition  be  prosecuted  with 
the  greatest  possible  despatch,  in  order  to  take  the 
Indians  by  surprise;  as  this  is  the  only  probable 
means  of  obtaining  an  effectual  and  decisive  victo- 
ry over  an  enemy  who  will  not  come  in  contact  on 
equal  terms. 

By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

E.  WOOD,  secretary. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND.  &C. 

3 per  cent,  consols,  March  28,  78  1-4.  April 
15,  81  1-4— American  3 per  cents  72;  do.  6 per 
cents  104  to  104^;  do.  7 per  cents  110^  to  111. 
“Louisiana  stock  and  U.  S.  bank  shares,  nothing 
done.”  April  15,  bank  shares  32^. 

The.house  of  Rothschild,  in  London,  had  con- 
tracted for  the  Prussian  loan  of  five  millions  ster- 
ling. 

Average  of  grain  for  the  week  ending  18th  of 
April,  88s.  lOd.  Flour  55  to  56s. 

The  ships  destined  to  the  JS/'orth  Pole  were  to  sail 
from  England  on  tlie  30th  of  March.  Every  thing 
is  fitted  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  this  adven- 
turous voyage. 

Letters  from  Copenhagen  notice  a rumor  that  the 
English  government  proposes  to  purchase  from 
Spain  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico,  for  the  purpose  of 
ceding  it  to  Denmark,  for  the  cession  of  Tranque- 
bar,  and  the  other  Danish  possessions  in  the  East 
Indies.  According  to  another  report,  England  has 
offered  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the  Danish  ter- 
riiories  in  the  East  Indies. 

Another  extraordinary  story  amuses  the  Brltisli 
— it  is  said  that  the  wife  of  a noble  lord,  and  a lady 
that  was  under  his  protection^  were  both  delivered 
at  the  same  period;  the  former  of  a daughter,  the 
latter  of  a son;  and  that,  tiirough  the  agency  of  sir 
Richard  Croft,  (who  attended  the  princese  Char- 
lotte, and  lately  killed  himself)  attendiwg  both,  the 
children  were  changed,  &c.  The  story  is  said  to 
rest  on  the  confession  of  the  mother  of  the  boy. 

I.  A half  pay  lieut.  rendered  desperate  by  suffering, 
attempted  to  assassinate  lord  Palmerston,  secreta- 
ry  at  war,  but  failed  and  was  taken  into  custody. 

Woolen  manufactures. — Increase  this  year  1,582, 
947  yds.  narrow,  and  2,422,185  yards  broad  cloths. 

Jobbing-. — The  dealers  in  stocks  and  paper  money 
in  London  were  in  great  agitation  at  our  last  ac- 
counts about  the  new  plan  of  finance,  and  specu- 
lation was  the  order  of  the  day — some  making  and 
some  losing*,  by  tlie  gambling.  We  have  an  ac- 
count of  this  plan,  but  not  time  to  insert  it  this 
week. 

Specie  payments. — A London  banker  thus  addres- 
ses the  editor  of  the  .Morning  Chronicle;  Sir — 
Observing  in  The  Gazette  a notice  from  the  bank 
that  they  would  pay  to  any  of  tlie  London  banke’*s 
silver  to  the  extent  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  I 
applied  a few  days  since  for  five  hundred  pounds 
worth,  which  was  refused  at  the  bank,  with  this 
answer,  that,  no  less  sum  titan  one  thousand  pviunds 
should  be  issued  at  .one  time.  These  are  regula- 
tions wliicb  are  now  adopted,  whicli  would  not 
have  been  thought  of  in  former  times;  for  what 
reason  can  tliis  regulation  be  but  to  save  tliern- 
selves  trouble,  when  they  are  so  liberally  paid  by 
the  country. 

Forgers. — No  less  than  eighty-tiuo  prosecutions 
were  going  on  in  one  circuit  for  forgeries  against 
the  hank  of  England, 


LETTER  FROM  THE  PRINCESS  CHARLOTTE. 

The  history  of  th'e  following  letter,  copied  from 
the  Salem  Gazette,  is  as  follows:  The  editor 
states  that  he  obtained  it  of  a certain  capt.  Ha- 
raden,  who  said  it  was  published  generally  in 
the  English  papers,  but  that  immediate  steps  had 
been  taken  to  suppress  it  by  intercepting  them — 
tbe-copy  was  made  from  a paper  called  the  Kent- 
ish Chronicle,  which  was  privately  kept  by.a  per- 
son with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  &c. 

Now,  all  this  may  be  true,  though  it  is  rather  im- 
probable— and,  besides,  there  is  a strength  in  the 
letter  wiiich  we  did  not  think  belonged  to  the 
deceased,  though  she  was  certainly  worth  the 
whole  of  the  race  of  the  Guelphs,  in  every,  or  any, 
respect;  still  the  contents  of  the  letter  are  true, 
and  the  sentiments  such  as  we  have  the  best  rea- 
sons to  suppose  were  entertained  by  her;  for  she 
loved  her  mother  and  had  no  affection  for  her 
persecutor,  the  regent.  These  things  are  notori- 
ous. Rumors  are  abroad  stating  that  this  young 
woman  and  her  child  were  murdered,  that  the 
present  system  might  last;  the  suicide  of  her  ac- 
coucher,  sir  Richard  Croft,  with  the  want  of  fe- 
male attendants  fitting  her  condition,  probably 
gave  rise  to  them.  We  believe  that  if  she  had 
been  raised  to  the  throne  she  would  have  dis- 
carded the  whole  of  the  gang  that  now  really 
exercise  the  powers  that  belong  to  the  sovereign. 
But  what  of  that.?  She  is  dead,  and  the  morality 
of  courts  will  excuse  any  useful  crime,  if  not 
absolutely  proved;  and  this  they  can  generally 
prevent.  Is  proof  wanted.? — the  best  of  sove- 
reigns in  Europe,  the  best  of  crowned  heads,  per- 
haps, in  the  world,  is  associated,  and  is  apparent 
friendship  with  the  notorious  assassins  of  his  fa- 
ther. 

Letter  addressed  by  her  royal  highness,  the  princess 
Charlotte,  to  her  mother  the  princess  of  Wales,  in 
October,  1817. 

My  DEAREST  MOTHER — A few  days  will  elapse 
before  I may  claim  to  be  addressed  by  the  endear- 
ing appellation  with  which  I have  commenced  this 
letter;  when  Providence  may  develope  to  me  new 
duties,  which  may  in  some  measure  temper,  but 
can  never  supersede,  those  moral  and  pious  obliga- 
tions which  have  been  heretofore  imposed  on  me. 
Were  I to  disguise  my  true  sentiments,  or  to  affect 
feelings  other  than  those  which  occupy  my  bosom,, 
in  the  prospect  of  becoming  a mother,  I should 
feel  myself  unworthy  of  that  parental  affection 
which  constitutes  at  least  the  second  bliss  of  life. 

United  to  a man,  whose  whole  attentions  are  di- 
rected to  the  promotion  of  my  happiness,  I cannot 
but  feel  a pleasure  in  the  anticipation  of  that  hour 
of  perilous  hope,  which  shall  enable  me  to  present 
to  him  anew  tie  of  connubial  love,  and  to  the  na- 
tion a new  and  abundant  source  of  future  promise 
and  consolation.  Political  considerations,  in  this 
instance,  stand  in  competition  with  the  more  near 
and  natural  feelings  of  the  heart.  While,  as  a 
wife,  I am  alive  to  all  those  anxious  susceptibili- 
ties which  accompany  my  peculiar  situation,  I am 
compelled  by  circumstances  to  extend  my  views  to 
contemplations  widely  different  in  their  kind,  as  in 
their  latitude;  contemplations  involving  the  dear- 
est and  most  durable  interests  of  a people  to 
whom  I owe  a debt  scarcely  to  be  liquidated — gra- 
titude for  unbounded  affection. 

To  relieve  in  some  degree  this  weight  of  obliga- 
tion, and  to  Justify  the  universal  confidence  in  the 
strength  and  consistency  of  my  character,  I have 
determined,  should  it  please  Providence  to  bless 
me  with  offspring,  so  to  regulate  its  early  reason,' V 
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and  to  direct  its  infant  energies,  that  the  lessons  I 
have  received  from  you,  and  the  wisdom  of  which 
time  and  observation  have  confirmed,  may  be  hand- 
ed down  to  my  child,  with  a view  to  the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  great  principle,  that  the  legitimate  end 
of  all  governments  is  the  welfare  of  society,  and 
that  political  and  private  virtue  is  the  surest  foun- 
dation, and  the  best  bulwark  of  a throne. 

But  Oh!  my  mother,  when  my  timid  imagination 
-devolves  upon  the  uncertainty  wliich  veils  futuri- 
ty;  wlien  T look  to  the  dark  possibilities  which  may 
put  a period  to  the  dreams  of  hope;  even  shadows 
shake  ray  courage,  and  I feel  myself  the  victim  of 
terrors,  which  reason  would  almost  denominate  ab- 
surd. At  such  a trying  moment,  why  am  I debar- 
red from  the  consoling  voice  of  maternal  affection? 
Why  is  not  my  mother  allowed  to  pour  cheerful- 
ness into  the  sinking  soul  of  her  inexperienced  and 
trembling  child?  I have  no  friend,  no  relation, 
near  me,  whose  advice  may  guide,  or  whose  moni- 
tions check  my  conduct. — Surrounded  by  strangers, 
with  a single  exception,  my  heart  feels  itself  alone, 
and  should  the  protection  of  Heaven  for  a moment 
leave  me,  and  I fall,  the  presence  of  a mother  would 
assuredly  impart  a serenity  and  a resignation  to 
my  mind,  which  would  smooth  the  pillow  for  my 
dying  head,  and  prevent  my  distracted  soul  from 
erring  in  the  hour,  of  her  sternest  trial. 

Secluded  from  the  giddy  world,  I have  learned 
to  set  a true  value  on  that  retirement,  which  has 
taught  me  a more  perfect  knowledge,  not  only  of 
myself,  but  of  the  society  over  which  I may  one  day 
be  called  to  rule.  Folly  and  pride  no  longer  wear 
to  me  the  imposing  blasonry,  which  they  exhibited 
to  my  earlv  years.  I h.'ive  read,  reflected  and  con- 
versed; and  I trust  the  evidence  of  a future  day  will 
rescue  me  from  the  imputation  of  having  read,  re- 
flected, and  conversed  in  vain. 

The  sufferings  of  my  early  years,  acute  as  they 
were  in  their  operation,  have  not  been  unproduc- 
tive of  instruction.  Their  effect  has  been,  to  cor 
rect  that  sanguiness  of  disposition  which  was  too 
commonly  a source  of  severe  disappointment,  and 
which  uniformly  led  me  to  view  things  through  the 
. prejudiced  medium.  A sort  of  premature  experi- 
ence has  given  me  that  insight  into  human  life  and 
human  character,  which,  in  ordinary  cases  and  cir- 
cumstances, is  the  result  of  the  study  and  obser- 
vation of  years. 

Your  virtues,  my  dearest  mother,  and  your  .afflic- 
tions, added  strength  to  the  affection  which  nature 
had  entwined  about  my  heart,  arid  urged  me  to 
cling  to  you  in  all  changes  and  under  all  shades  of 
persecution,  with  a constancy  which  those  who  hat- 
ed you  termed  obstinacy,  but  with  those  who  loved 
youj  elevated  by  the  name  of  honorable  persever- 
ance. I felt  that  I was  not  merely  acquiescing  in 
the  first  of  my  moral  duties. 

In  proportion,  however,  as  I love  you,  do  I now 
feel  the  bitterness  of  your  absence.  You  have  no 
substitute  in  this  heart.  There  is  none  to  occupy 
your  place  to  my  seeking  eye;  even  the  affection- 
ate attentions  of  an  amiable  consort  are  insufficient 
to  supply  the  chasm  in  my  bosom,  but  leave  me 
unsatisfied.  1 have  illustrious  relatives,  it  is  true; 
but  they  offer  me  no  kindness;  and  if  they  did, 
there  are  certain  slumbering  recollections  which 
would  awake  in  my  brain,  and  check  my  ardor  to 
receive  them.  I have  but  one  mother;  and  no  va- 
riations of  place  or  circumstances  can  remove  her 
from  ray  sight.  Heaven  impressed  her  image  on 
my  soul  and  time  has  established  it  there  as  its  na- 
tive and  legitimate  sphere. 

By  a refinement  of  cruelty,  indeed,  we  may  be 


separated  on  earth,  and  I as  well  as  yourself  may 
be  doomed  the  victim  of  an  unjust  and  malignant 
spirit  of  persecution;  but  in  a better  world  our 
congenial  spirits  would  rush  to  meet  each  other, 
where  no  envious  nor  hating  friends  can  interfere 
to  impede  the  pleasures  which  flow  from  the  foun- 
tain of  filial  and  maternal  love. 

Such  sentiments  as  these  naturally  arise  out  of 
the  contemplations  of  my  situation  at  this  moment. 

Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Providence  that  I 
survive  the  hour  of  approaching  danger,  I may  at 
some  future  period  be  endued  with  power  to  re- 
store you  to  that  situation  which  you  were  formed 
to  embellish,  but  in  which  the  jealousies  of  inferior 
minds  would  not  suffer  you  to  remain.  But  if  an  , 
all-wise  decree  should  summon  me  from  this  sphere 
of  anxious  apprehension,  not  for  myself,  but  for  my 
mother,  a pang  of  terror  shoots  across  my  wildered 
brain — even  then,  however,  my  last  prayer  would 
be  to  heaven  to  gift  you  v/ith  that  sublime  feeling 
of  pious  resignation,  which  would  teach  you  to 
bow  submissive  to  the  chastening  stroke  of  our 
common  father,  and  to  console  your  afflicted  heart 
with  the  anticipation  of  our  reunion  in  a world 
where  felicity  is  unimpaired,  and  to  which  malice 
is  in  admissable. 

Believe  me,  my  adored  mother,  I fear  less  to  die 
than  to  live;  the  prospect  of  protracted  existence 
is  so  blended  with  dangers  and  difficulties,  so 
shadowed  with  clouds  and  uncertainties,  so  replete 
with  anxieties  and  apprehensions,  that  I must 
shrink  from  the  contemplation  of  it,  and  fly  for  re- 
fuge even  to  the  probability  of  my  removal  from  so 
joyless  an  inheritance.  The  page  of  history  has 
determined,  that  happiness  is  notin  the  possession 
of  those  who  move  in  the  lofty  circles  to  which  my 
birth  entitles  me  to  look.  I cannot  hope  for  an 
exception  in  my  favor.  All  the  joys  of  life  are  cen- 
tered in  my  present  retirement;  and  they  are  ever 
poor  because  you  are  not  a participator  in  them. 
But  even  this  qualified  enjoyment  must  be  brief; 
and  I must  emerge  into  a situation  uncongenial  to 
my  soul,  and  destructive  to  all  my  hopes  of  felicity 
on  earth.  What  cause  have  I to  shun  that  issue, 
which  others  may  behold  with  horror?  What 
cause  have  I to  covet  that  existence,  which  others 
so  highly  prize?  Death  would  obliterate  no  image 
of  delight  from  my  heart,  save  that  which  is  in  the 
portrait  of  a beloved  mother,  nature  has  still  left 
to  the  hoping,  doubting,  yet  fearing 

CHARLOTTE. 

C Oct.  10,  1817. 

London^  March  31. — Another  report  has  been  pre- 
sented from  the  select  committee  on  the  poor, 
laws.  A very  valuable  appendix  is  annexed  to  it. 

It  gives  the  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
in  1748,  1749,  and  1750,  by  which  it  appears  that 
on  the  average  of  those  three  years  about  690,000/. 
per  annum  was  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor;  in 
the  year  1776,  the  sum  of  1,531,000/.  was  expended, 
on  account  of  the  poor;  in  1783,  4 and  5,  the  sum 
of  2,000,000/.  per  annum;  in  1803,  1804,  4,268,000/. 
and  in  1813,  14  and  15,  the  average  sum  of  about 
6,130,000/.  per  annum  was  expended  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor.  But  the  sums  raised  by  poors’ 
rates  and  any  other  rate  or  rates  in  these  years  was, 
in  1813,  8,651,438;  in  1814,  8,392,728;  in  1815, 
7,460,855.— The  number  of  paupers  relieved  itt 
1813,  was  971,913;  in  1814,  953,993;  in  1815, 
895,973. 

The  appendix  closes  with  some  Important  obser- 
vations. 

2.  The  number  of  persons  relieved  permanently, 
both  in  and  out  of  any  work  house,  on  the  average 
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of  the  last  three  years,  appears  to  be  516,963;  ditto, 
occasionally,  being  parishoners.,  423,663;  total 
940,626;  exclusive  of  any  children  of  those  perma- 
nently relieved  out  of  the  house. 

3.  Four  thousand  and  ninety-four  parishes  or 
places  maintain  the  greater  part  of  their  poor  in 
workhouses,  averaging  for  the  last  three  years, 
93,142  persons. 

4.  The  population  of  England  and  Wales  as 
taken  from  the  abstract  laid  before  parliament,  in 
the  year  1811,  appears  to  have  been  10,150,615;  so 
that  the  number  of  persons  relieved  from  the  poor 
rates  appears  to  have  been  9^  in  each  100  of  the 
population. 

5.  The  total  of  the  money  raised  by  poor  rates, ; 
appear  to  have  averaged  for  the  last  three  years, 
the  sum  of  8,168,340/.  13s.  94d.  being  at  the  rate 
of  l6s.  Id.  per  head  on  the  population,  or  3s.  1^  1. 
in  the  pound  of  the  total  amount  of  the  sum  of 
51,898,423/.  12s.  6id.  as  assessed  by  the  property 
tax  in  tlie  year  1815. 

7.  The  amount  of  money  e:^pended  in  suits  of 
law,  removals,  and  expenses  of  parish  officers,  for 
purposes  of,  and  for  all  other  purposes,  is,  indepen- 
dent of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  2,162,799/. 

8.  The  number  of  persons  belonging  to  friendly 
societies  appears  to  be,  for  the  last  three  years, 
nearly  8|  in  the  100  of  the  resident  population. 

9.  The  area  of  England  and  Wales,  according  to 
the  latest  authorities,  appears  to  be  57,960  square 
statute  miles,  or  37,094,400  statute  acres;  where- 
fore, the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  square  mile, 
containing  640  acres,  averages  175  persons. 

10.  The  greater  proportion  of  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales  appears  to  be  employed  in  trade 
and  manufactures,  there  being  770,199  families  re- 
turned employed  in  agriculture,  and  959,632  in 
trade,  manufactures  and  handicraft;  besides  413,316 
other  families. 

FBANCE. 

France  has  abolished  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  Courier  of  the  30th  of  March,  on  the  credit 
of  an  article  received  by  the  Flanders  mail,  gives 
tiie  following  as  the  conditions  on  which  the.  al- 
lied powers  consent  to  quit  the  French  territory. 
They  withdraw  their  troops,  but  not  the  surveil- 
lance. All  the  smaller  contingents  go  home,  but 
the  four  great  powers  keep  each  15,000  men  near 
the  French  frontier,  who,  in  case  of  need  will  ad- 
vance upon  Paris.  The  English  will  be  in  Belgium, 
and  Brussels  the  duke’s  head  quarters.  Thus,  at 
the  least  motion  in  France,  60,000  chosen  men  will 
unite  at  a certain  point  [Paris,]  and  the  powers  of 
the  second  order  will  have  a reserve  to  support 
the  operations  of  the  great  powers.  The  army  of 
observation  will  be  paid  for  by  France,  which  will 
be  a disadvantage,  as  the  money  will  be  spent 
abroad,  whereas,  what  the  French  have  hitherto 
paid  mostly  returns  into  the  hands  of  government 
by  the  indirect  taxes. 

A late  French  paper  mentions,  that  the  whole 
number  of  books  in  the  public  libraries  in  France, 
i.s  estimated  to  be  about  four  millions  of  volumes. 
Of  tliose,  700,000  are  in  Paris.  Besides  Paris  there 
are  but  two  cities  whose  libraries  number  more 
than  100,000  volumes,  and  these  are  Bordeaux  and 
Lyons. 

There  has,  been  severe  fighting  between  the 
French  troops  and  the  Swiss  regiment  stationed  at 
Lyons  and  Strasburg.  It  was  thought  that  a re- 
moval of  the  latter  would  be  necessary.  These 
mean  hirelings  ought  to  expelled. 

Republicanism  m France. — A private  communica- 
tion from  Paris,  daUd  the  2d  inst,.  and  from  a quj\r- 


ter  which  we  have  found  to  be  generally  correct, 
says — “There  has  been  formed  at  Paris  a political 
club,  under  the  presidency  of  old  general  liafiyette. 
The  number  of  its  members  at  present  amounts  to 
36.  It  is  not  a loose  association,  like  that  of  the 
libereaux,  Messrs.  Lafitte,  Perrier,  or  Davilliers; 
but  a club  eminently  political,  where  the  highest 
questions  of  state  are  discussed. 

“Among  the  principal  members  are  mentioned, 
Messrs.  Lanjuinais,  and  the  Due  de  Broglie,  peers 
of  France,  the  deputies  D’Argenson,  Bhauvelin, 
Dupent  de  I’Eure,  and  Blgnon;  the  men  of  letters, 
Benjamin  Constant,  Jay,  Roujoux,  and  Aignau. 

“In  one  of  thedast  meetings  of  this  club,  the  mem- 
bers discussed  the  advantages  of  a republican  go- 
vernment, like  that  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  the  best  pos- 
sible government,  far  superior  to  the  highly  boast- 
ed government  of  Great  Britain.  I mention  it -tuith 
regret^  but  I am  forced  to  confessy  that  the  republican 
party  make  considerable  progress  in  France^  and  es- 
pecially  at  Paris. — Lon.  paper. 

BONAPARTE. 

Our  last  accounts  of  Napoleon  say  that  he  is  un- 
well. Every  article  of  domestic  expense  is  repre- 
sented as  being  very  dear  at  St.  Helena.  Madam 
Bertrand  is  said  to  pay  360/.  a year  for  washing 
linen! 

SPAIN. 

We  have  nothing  from  Spain  but  what  is  of  the 
miserable  character.  The  finances  are  in  the  most 
wretched  state,  and  the  fall  of  the  minister  Ga- 
ray, who  has  made  such  great  efforts  to  restore 
them,  is  expected. 

SPAIN  ANTI  PORTUGAL. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  differences  between  Spain  and 
Portugal  have  taken  an  unfavorable  turn  in  the  Eu- 
ropean committee  sitting  at  Paris,  and  appear  to 
threaten  an  immediate  rupture.  The  British  ca- 
binet is  awakened  to  the  subject,  and  is  carrying  on 
an  active  correspondence  with  the  other  great 
powers  to  prevent  hostilities  if  possible. 

ITALY. 

-3  nero  saint. — A French  paper  says,  “the  sove- 
reign pontiff,  according  to  established  custom, 
gave  orders  to  the  congregation  of  Rituals  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  beatification  and  canonization  of  the 
venerable  servant  of  God,  Maria  Clotilda  Adelaide 
Xaviere  of  France,  queen  of  Sardinia,  and  sister  of 
the  kings  Louis  XVI.  and  XVIII.  The  discussion 
took  place  in  the  presence  of  cardinal  Mattel,  dean 
of  the  sacred  college,  and  of  cardinal  Della  Soma- 
glia,  vicar  of  his  holiness.  The  votes  were  unani- 
mous in  the  affirmative.— Consequently,  this  virtu- 
ous princess  will  be  dechired  a saint  in  the  next 
consistory.” 

Letters  from  Italy  state  that  the  protestant  reli- 
gion is  to  be  tolerated  in  the  estates  of  the  church 
and  in  Naples. 

GERMANY. 

A physician  lias  been  exiled  from  Prague,  and 
from  all  the  Austrian  states,  on  the  charge  of  as- 
sisting at  masonic  lodges,  which  are  prohibited  in 
that  empire  with  the  greatest  severity. 

Count  de  Malsbourg  was  lately  sent  as  a prison- 
er to  the  fortress  of  Spangenbiirg,  by  the  elector 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  for  having  given  a fete  while  ther 
elector  was  nffiictedwith  the  gout! 

SWEDEN. 

The  population  ofSweden,  according  to  the  com- 
putation of  1815,  amounted  to  2,464,941.  There 
are  1,765,397  peasants,  9,523  nobility,  15,202  of 
the  priesthood,  64,755  citizens  represented  at  the 
Diet;  besides  these  there  are  about  50,000  persons 
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not  noble  in  civil  and  military  offices,  literati,  land 
and  mine  holders,  with  about  500,000  persons  in 
inferior  employments.  The  population  of  the  86 
towns  amounts  to  148,029  of  whom  there  were  36 
towns  under  1000  persons,  25  of  from  1 to  2000, 
eight,  from  2 to  3000,  eight,  from  3 to  4000,  six 
from  4 to  10,000.  Carlscrona,  11,860;  Gottenburg, 
21  788,  and  Stockholm,  72,939. 

GREESLASD. 

We  feel  much  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
expedition  which  has  lately  sailed  from  England, 
destined  forth©  north  pole  and  the  re-discovery  of 
old  Greenland.  The  Norwegians  planted  a colony 
in  this  country  about  the  year  982,  and  for  some 
tin[ie  it  seems  to  have  prospered — but  it  has  not 
been  visited  for  nearly  four  hundred  years,  having 
been  rendered  inaccessible  by  a vast  frozen  bar- 
rier of  ice,  and  the  fate  or  condition  of  its  inhabi- 
tants is  entirely  unknown. 

The  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  have  re- 
cently visited  the  high  latitudes  agrees  in  stating, 
that  for  2 or  3 years  past  they  have  sailed  over  ex- 
tensive parts  of  the  Greenland  seas  which  they  al- 
ways found  theretofore  covered  with  mountains  of 
solid  ice:  a Mr.  Scoresby  says — “I  observed  in  my 
last  voyage  (in  1817)  about  two  thousand  square 
leagues  (18,000  square  miles)  of  the  surface  oftke 
Greenland  seas,  included  between  the  parallels  76° 
and  80®,  perfectly  void  of  ice,  all  of  which  has  dis- 
appeared within  the  last  two  years.’*  It  is  on  such 
evidence  a hope  is  entertained  that  the  pole  may  be 
reached,  and  long  lost  Greenland  be  visited. 

BARBART  POWERS. 

The  plague  carries  off  50  persons  daily  at  Al- 
giers, after  about  24  hours  illness!— it  has  spread 
into  the  interior  of  the  country.  There  is  also  a 
dreadful  mortality  among  the  cattle — and  the  dey 
is  arresting  persons  and  cutting  off  heads  without 
any  apparent  cause  and  without  any  ceremony,  to 
the  great  terror  of  all  the  people.  He  enjoys  him- 
self in  luxurious  cruelty,  and  has  fortified  his  pa- 
lace, expecting  the  reward  of  his  crimes.  Some 
of  the  principal  Arab  tribes^re  in  a state  of  revolt. 
QCj' Subsequent  accounts  say,  that  the  savage  dey 
b^s  died  of  the  plague,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
former  minister,  Coggia-Cavalli. 

WEST  INDIES. 

There  is  a report  (we  presume  an  idle  one,) 
that  a British  fleet  of  29  sail  has  been  seen  off 
Porto  Rico,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of 
the  island  for  services  rendered  to  Spain,  which 
the  Spaniards  were  prepared  to  resist. 

BRAZIL. 

Many  arrests  were  making  at  Pernambuco,  M'ith 
circumstances  of  peculiar  cruelty,  at  our  last  ad- 
vices. Prisoners  were  brought  in  from  the  country 
in  parties  of  from  two  to  fifty,  and  in  one  night  150 
persons  were  taken  from  their  houses  and  lodged  ■ 
in  the  forts  and  prisons.  The  greatest  consterna- 
tion prevailed,  and  no  one  seemed  to  know  why 
those  proceedings  have  taken  place. 


CHRONICLE. 

Indian  war — For  official  letters  and  accounts  of 
the  progress  of  tlie  war  against  the  Seminoles,  see 
page  218. 

The  Buenos  Ayrean  government  sloop  of  war 
Independencia,  of  15  guns,  one  a 42  pouncler,  and 
14  18-poundefs,  and  150  men,  under  command  of 
Heut.  col.  J.  S.  Grinalds,  arrived  at  Baltimore  on 
Wednesday  last.  She  left  the  La  Plata  on  the  17tb 
Dec.  with  depatches  for  Brazil,  and  proceeded  on 
a cruize.  The  Buenos  Ayr^^an  ship  Unipn,  capt. 


Brown,  16  guns,  with  a prize,  has  arrived  at  Savan- 
nah— she  made  13  capture.s  in  her  cruize,  and  de.s- 
troyed  all  except  two. 

Died,  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  Christopher  Greenup^  esq. 
a soldier  of  the  revolution,  and  formerly  governor 
of  the  state  of  Kentucky.  He  was  much  beloved, 
and  is  emphatically  said  to  have  been  the  poor 
man’s  frieitd. 

Died,  recently  at  Wilmington,  Del.  Dr.  lUcharcl 
C.  Daley  a much  respected  citizen  of  that  place. 
03*The  doctor,  when  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake 
roused  the  feelings  of  America,  entered  the  army 
as  a captain  and  recruited  a company,  wliich  he 
commanded  for  several  years.  This  company  was 
encamped  at  Terre  aux  Bosuf,  near  New  Orleans., 
in  1809 — the  dreadful  mortality  at  that  place  is 
notorious;  but  a rigid  military  discipline,  support- 
ed by  his  medical  skill,  kept  his  company  healthy 
in  the  midst  of  contagion  and  death — his  7ms  the 
only  company  that  did  not  lose  a man.  It  is  useful  to 
record  this  fact. 

Connecticut  legislature  is  in  session.  Every 
branch  of  the  government  is  republican.  The  go- 
vernor’s speech  shall  be  inserted  next  week. 

Rotation! — New  York  has  27  members  of  con- 
gress— it  appears  that  only  three  of  the  present 
members  are  re  elected — and  the  most  of  the  pre- 
sent members  were  not  of  the  last  congress.  This 
is  not  the  effect  of  any  political  change. 

Georgia.  An  association  for  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  Savannah  river — another  for  building  a 
steam- ship y to  ply  as  a packet  between  Savannah  and 
Liverpool,  and  a third  for  a building  and  insurance 
hanky  have  all  been  fully  subscribed  for  at  Savan- 
nah. 

Specie. — A vessel  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
London,  reported  to  have  §470,000  for  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Its  timely  importation  will 
serve  to  fit  out  2 or  3 of  the  100  sail  of  vessels  that 
we  have  engaged  in  the  East  India  and  China  trade. 

Banking. — The  Cashiers  of  the  bank  of  Virginia 
and  of  the  Farmer’s  bank  of  Virginia,  have  given 
public  notice,  that,  after  the  first  of  June  next,  no 
half  note  of  either  of  those  banks,  or  of  any  of  their 
branches,  will  be  received  in  payment,  unless  the 
exact  corresponding  half  be  presented  with  it  for 
payment. 

A kidnapper  by  the  name  of  .Ternigard,  has  been 
sentenced  to  suffer  death  in  AYayne  county,  North 
Carolina. 

Emigration  from  Europe  has  commenced  early  .in 
the  season,  in  a single  New  York  paper  we  notice 
accounts  of  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  5 or  6 ves^ 
sels,  and  notices  of  the  sailing  of  a number  from 
British  port.s — one  from  Glencastle  with  173,  and 
another  from  Greenock  with  84  passengers.  Ano- 
ther paper,  for  a succeeding  day,  mentions  the 
arrival  of  six  vessels  from  London,  Liverpool  and 
Newry,  with  157  English  and  88  Irish  passengers. 

Colonization  society. — Letters  have  been  received 
from  Messrs.  Mills  and  Burgess,  the  agents  of  the 
American  colonization  society — they  arrived  in 
London  in  December,  after  a very  boisterous  pas- 
sage, in  which  they  narrowly  escaped  shipwreck  on 
the  coast  of  France.  They  were  received  in  En- 
gland with  the  greatest  kindness;  and  attention, 
and  every  facility  given  them  tor  prosecuting  their 
researches  in  Africa,  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished characters  in  that  country.  After  procur- 
ing much  valuable  information  in  England,  a^^d  ob- 
taining letters  to  the  governor  of  Sierra  Leone, 
and  other  establishments  in  Africa,  they  sailed  for 
that  country  early  in  February.— int. 
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Jirmy  staff, — In  the  new  organization  of  the  staff 
of  the  army,  by  the  late  law,  and  the  arrangements 
of  the  war  department,  as  we  understand  them,  the 
principal  office  of  each  branch  of  the  military  ser- 
vice  will  be  stationed  at  the  seat  of  government, 
forming  bureaus  under  the  secretary'  of  war,  so 
constituted  as  to  give  precision,  energy  and 
promptness  to  the  army  machinery.  The  want  of 
such  an  organization  at  the  commencement  of,  and 
during  ihe  late  war,  caused  so  many  embarrass- 
ments, that  no  one  can  doubt  the  good  policy  of 
congress  in  affording  the  means,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  execution  in  employing  them,  to  carry  this 
arrangement  into  operation.  The  knowledge  gain- 
ed by  experiments  which  cost  millions,  will  be  thus 
preserved,  without  increased  expense,  within  the 
reach  and  control  of  the  proper  department. — J^aL 
Int. 

Engmeer  department,'"  Washington,  12th  May,  1818. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  ORDERS. — The  pay  and  Sub- 
sistence of  all  cadets  who  negle<rt  to  join  the  mili- 
tary academy  on  the  expiration  of  their  furloughs, 
will  be  stopped;  nor  will  the  pay  and  subsistence 
so  stopped  be  issued  to  the  cadets,  unless  they 
can  assign  the  most  satisfactory  reason  for  their 
absence.  Any  cadet  who  shall  be  absent  without 
leave  for  a longer  period  than  two  months,  will 
be  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
By  command  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

G.  J.  SWIFT,  Chief  engineer. 

A GREAT  SEA  SERPENt ! 

Boston,  May  14.  [TJie  following  is  a very  inte- 
resting account  of  the  sea  serpent,  seen  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  respectability  of  the  source  of  the 
annexed  certificates,  places  the  matter  beyond  a 
doubt, — and  we  think  capt.  Woodward  has  had  a 
more  minute  view  of  this  serpent,  than  it  was  possi- 
ble for  any  one  to  have  had  of  the  one  seen  last 
summer,  off  Gape  Ann.] 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I,  Joseph  Woodward,  master  of  the  sch.  Ada- 
mant, of  Hingham,  on  my  passage  from  Penobscot 
to  Hingham,  on  Saturday  last,  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M. 
Agementicus  bearing  W.  N.  W.  ten  leagues  dis- 
tance, discovered  something  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  apparently  about  the  size  of  a ship’s  long 
boat.  Supposing  it  to  be  the  w^eck  of  some  ves- 
sel, I made  towards  it;  and  on  approaching  it,  to 
my  surprise  and  that  of  my  crew,  discovered  it  to 
be  a monstrous  sea  serpent— as  we  approached  him, 
he  threw  him.self  into  a coil*  and  darted  himself  for- 
ward with  amazing  velocity;  the  wind  being  ahead,  it 
became  necessary  to  stand  on  tiie  other  lack,  and 
as  we  approached  him  again,  he  threw  himself  in- 
to a coil  as  before,  and  came  across  our  bows  at 
not  more  than  sixty  feet  distance. 

Having  a gun  charged  with  a ball  and  shot,  I dis- 
charged the  contents  of  it  at  his  head.  The  ball 
and  shot  were  distinctly  heard  to  strike  him  and 
rebound  as  tliough  fired  against  a rock-l-he,  howe- 
ver, shook  his  head  and  tail  most  terribly— he  again 
threw  himself  into  a coil  and  came  tpwards  us  with 
his  mouth  wide  open.  In  the  mean  time,  I had 
charged  my  gun  again  and  intended  to  have  dis- 
charged the  contents  of  it  into  his  mouth;  but  he 
came  so  near  \is,  I was  fearful  of  the  consequences, 
and  withheld  it — he  came  close  under  the  bows  of 
ihe  sch.  and,  had  she  not  been  kept  away,  must 
have  come  on  board  of  us — he  sunk  down  under 

* The  word  “coil”  does  not  exactly  represent, 
the  idea  of  the  serpent’s  appearance;  but  from  a 
more,  jiarticubu’  description  given  by  capt.  Wood- 
^^.ard,  :t  was  of  an  ttndnlatory  appearance* 


the  vessel,  his  head  a considerable  distance  on  one 
side  the  vessel  and  his  tail  the  other — he  played 
around  us  about  five  hours — I and  my  crew  had 
probably  the  best  opportunity  of  seeing  him  that 
has  occurred — I judge  him  to  be,  at  the  least, 
twice  the  length  of  my  schr.  say  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet — his  head  was  about  the  size  of  a ship’s 
long  boat,  say  fourteen  feet — his  body,  below  the 
neck,  at  least,  six  feet  diameter — his  head  was 
large  in  proportion  to  his  body — his  tail  was  formed 
like  a squid’s — his  body  was  of  a dark  color  and 
resembled  thejoints  of  a shark’s  backbone;  his  gills 
were  about  twelve  feet  from  the  end  of  his  head, 
and  his  whole  appearauce  was  most  terrific. 

His  manner  of  throwing  himself  into  a coil  ap- 
peared to  be  done  by  contracting  his  body  in  a num- 
ber of  places  in  perpendicular  directions,  and  plac- 
ing his  tail  so  as  to  throw  himself  forward  with 
great  force — lie  could  contract  and  throw  himself 
in  any  direction  with  apparently  the  greatest  ease 
and  most  astonishing  celerity. 

JOSEPH  WOODWARD. 

Hingham,  May  12,  1818. 

Having  read  the  above  statement  of  capt.  Wood- 
ward, we  certify  to  the  correctness  of  it. 

PETER  HOLMES, 
JOHN  MAYO. 

May  12,  1818. 

Plymouth,  ss. 

Personally  appeared,  Joseph  Woodward,  Peter 
Holmes  and  John  Mayo,  and  made  oath,  that  the 
above  statement  by  them  subscribed  is  just  and 
true — before  me, 

JOTHAM  LINCOLN,  jr.  Just.  Peace, 


Labor  Saving  Machinery. 

TO  TIIE  EDITORS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCEE, 

Your  paper  of  the  13th  January  contains  a state- 
ment, under  the  signature  of  E.  in  which  the  im- 
portant invention  of  Whitney’s  cotton  gin  is  greatly 
undervalued.  It  is  there  estimated  to  be  equal  in 
value  to  the  labor  of  three  thousand  men.  Your 
correspondent  might  much  more  correctly  have  es- 
timated its  value  to  be  equivalent  to  the  labor  of 
three  hundred  thousand  men. 

There  is  now  annually  raised  in  the  U.  States,  and 
cleaned  with  Mr.  Wintney’s  machine,  about  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  short  staple  cotton. 
To  pick  that  quantity  by  hand,  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  species  of  cotton  was  separated  from  its 
seeds  before  his  invention,  would  require  the  con- 
stant labor  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
persons.  The  manual  labor  required  to  clean  the 
above  quantity  of  cotton  with  the  aid  of  Whitney’s 
gin,  can  now  easily  be  performed  by  three  hundred 
men,  if  constantly  employed  through  the  year.  As 
a labor-saving  machine,  it  is  believed  there  is  none, 
either  ©f  ancient  or  modern  invention,  which 
can  be  compared  to  it. — By  the  aid  of  this  invalua- 
ble improvement,  our  southern  states  are  increas- 
ing in  wealth  beyond  all  former  example. 

The  benefits  already  derived  from  it  to  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  must  greatly  exceed  one  hundred  millions^ 
of  dollars;  and  to  estimate  its  annual  value,  for  the 
future,  at  ten  millions  of  dollars,  w'ould  be  fixing  it 
at  a low  rate.  ' 

However  extraordinary  the  above  statement  may 
appear,  it  is  nevertheless  true.  It  is  also  a fact,  as 
I am  informed,  whicii  adds  nothing  to  the  honor  of 
the  United  States,  that  Mr.  Whitney  himself  has 
realised  verv  little  emolument  from  this  invention 
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(X[7’Many  persons  will,  no  doubt,  be  surprised  at 
the  non-continuance  of  the  essays  on  the  “Paper- 
System  ” We  had  expected  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  them  the  last  week  and  this;  and  are 
just  informed  that  the  delay  did  not  belong  to  the 
author.  The  series  will  be  resumed  next  week. 


The  names  of  our  heroes. 

A truly  ‘^unprofitable  contest”  has  lately 
been  carried  on  in  some  of  the  Eastern  news- 
papers. Gen.  Dearborn,  in  giving  an  account 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  depreciated 
the  merit  usually  ascribed  to  gen.  Futnam,  for 
the  part  he  took  in  that  memorable  affair;  a 
warm  replication  has  been  made  by  a relative 
of  the  latter,  and  several  persons  seem  to  take 
sides  in  the  controversy. 

I have  not  had  time  to  read  the  articles  above 
alluded  to,  though  I have  carefully  preserved 
them,  and,  of  course,  cannot  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  rightfulness  of  either  party.  But  the 
agitation  of  the  question  is  sincerely  to  be  re- 
gretted. The  na^es  of  our  heroes  constitute 
a part  of  the  moral  strength  of  the  republic — 
they  stand  fixed  as  in  a constellation  to  light  us 
and  posterity  to  patriotism — and  anything  that 
impairs  their  brilliancy  is  to  be  deprecated. 
Putnam,  certainly,  was  a brave  man  as  well  as 
an  honest  one;  he  passed  through  the  revolu- 
tion with  honor,  and  left  the  service  only  be- 
cause disease  (a  paralytic  affection)  had  de- 
stroyed his  usefulness,  with  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  commander  in  chief,  by  whom  he 
was  ever  afterwards  tenderly  remembered.  1 
have  always  been  accustomed  to  look  up  to  him 
as  a sample  for  perseverance  and  intrepidity, 
blunt  honesty  and  unsophisticated  patriotism; 
and  to  regard  him  as  a man  who  by  the  powers 
of  his  own  mind,  was  enabled  to  raise  himself 
to  th©  high  rank  of  a major-general  in  the  re- 
volutionary war,  to  support  it  with  reputation, 
and  resign  it  with  the  regret  of  all  the  friends 
of  freedom.  What  possible  good  can  result  in 
depriving  me  (and  tens  of  thousands  of  others) 
of  the  pleasing  sensations  that  belong  to  the 
contemplation  of  such  a character  ? An  affec- 
tionate respect  and  grateful  remembrance  of 
Putnam — injures  no  one,  wt  ongs  not  any  one, 
the  dead  or  the  living — nay,  it  forms  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  regard  due  to  revolutionary 
worth,  and  cannot  be  separated  in  the  reflect- 
ing mind  without  violence  to  its  best  feelings 
concerning  the  common  stock  of  virtue  and 
patriotism,  evinced  in  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence—without  a dilapidation  of  the  edi- 
fice erected  to  glory  in  the  hearts  of  men. — 
Hence,  even  if  it  is  true  that  Putnam,  foranv 
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other  deceased  soldier  or  statesman  of  the 
times  that  truly  hied  meyi’s  souls ) has  receiv- 
ed more  credit  in  the  public  estimation  than  he 
merited,  I lament  a discussion  about  it — it  can 
only  tend  to  lessen  a national  pride  that  con- 
stitutes a part  of  the  national  strength.  Such 
are  my  notions  as  to  this  matter;  and  I am  also 
of  opinion  that,  although  a man  should  never 
say  any  thing  but  the  truth,  there  are  man/ 
occasions  in  which  it  is  both  rightful  and  ex^ 
pedient  for  him  to  remain  silent. 

I do  not  mean  to  take  any  part  in  this  con- 
troversy; and  what  I have  said  is  intended 
only  as  a general  remark,  without  any  special 
reference  to  the  honored  dead  or  respected 
living. 


Origin^  progress  and  end  of  Bankiiigi 

WITH  A 

PROPOSITION  TO  ESTABLISH  A NEW  ONE! 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  the  elegant 
writer  of  the  “Paper-System,”  that  the  present 
race  of  money-makers  are  the  legitiuuite  de- 
scendants of  those  that  Purity  lashed  out  of 
the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  The  remark  is  most 
just,  and  obvious  to  the  understanding  of  every 
man. 

Long  after  the  period  when  the  speculat- 
ing Jeivs  were  whipped  out  of  the  temple, 
“the  first  institution  of  banks  (as  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  Encyclopedia)  was  in  Italy^ 
where  the  Lombard  Jews  kept  benches  in  the 
market  places  for  the  exchange  of  money  and 
bills;  and  banco  being  the  Italian  name  for 
bench,  banks  took  their  title  from  the  word” — 
i.  e.  from  the  Jews’  benches  in  the  market 

PLACES. 

These  Jews,  however, were  much  better thasi 
the  present  race  which  is  at  the  top  of  the 
wheel;  they  gave  money  in  exchange  for  money 
and  bills — ours  give  rags  for  lands  and  houses, 
and  money  and  bills,  and  the  product  of  labor. 
In  other  respects  they  aie  alike^ — the  Jews 
would  not  work,  nor  will  our  spgculators— 
they  lived  by  twisting  and  turning,  and  making 
false  representations  of  the  true  value  of  things 
which  they  wished  to  buy,  or  in  puffing  up  the 
worth  of  such  as  they  wished  to  sell,  and  s(» 
do  our  money -manufacturers.*  The  name  of 

**‘JlQney>mannfacturer^/*~J ustifie  does  Hot  seem 
to  bold  her  scales  even  in  respc-ct  to  tl^e  money- 
makers.  If  a bank  passes  upon  me  a note  for/r  ^ 
dollars  which  is  only  worth  four,  the  operation  i-i 
the  same  to  me  as  if  I had  received  a one  doHat 
counterfeit  note.  Nay,  the  latter  is  less  provoking 
— because  if  1 can  catch  the  fellow  that  made  it,  X 
may  severely  punish  him  for  it— but  the  former  ar.^* 
ffentie7ne7iofioQmiich  distinction  to  be  thus  treate.'j 
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a Jew  and  '‘‘vag-haron'^^  is  synonimous;  exact- 
ing the  ‘‘pound  of  flesh  nearest  the  heart,”  if  it 
}je  conditioned  for  in  the  “bond” — and  they 
take  care  to  have  the  penalty  strong  enough. 
'Diough  with  long  knives  the  modern  Shylocks 
do  not  stand  prepared,  trembling  with  savage 
joy,  literally  to  cut  the  flesh  from  the  hearts  of 
the  people— yet,  with  like  animation  and  ec- 
stacy,  they  view  the  progress  of  a well-laid 
sclieme  to  break  the  heartof  any  man  possessed 
of  a good  farm,  a handsome  house,  or  ought 
else  tTiat  they  have  cast  their  lustful  eyes  upon. 
Nor  is  there  any  friendship  in  trade — ruin 
IS  THE  WORD,  no  matter  or  whom  it  falls— 
that  they  may  provide  for  their  families.'’^ 

Such  is  the  origin  and  progress — now  for  the 
end  of  banking:  reformation  or  punishment  of 
guilty  speculation,  or  the  vassalage  of  the  ho- 
nest and  deserving.  The  people,  blessed  be 
heaven,  have  yet  the  power  to  decide  which  of 
these  two  events  shall  happen. 

ICP’Tlae  rags  of  three  of  the  country  banks' 
of  Maryland  stand  about  thus  in  the  money- 
market— 20,  25  and  60  per  cent,  discount: 
The  people  who  hold  the  bills  of  those  manu- 
factories ought  immediately  to  sue  or  warrant 
for  their  amounts;  and  for  those  of  small  sums 
additional  security  must  be  given,  which  may 
be  good  when  the  proud  banks  shall  have  re- 
ceived merited  extermination:  though,  per- 
haps, some  of  those  who  have  profited  by  them 
may,  unfortunately,  escape  a disgorgement  of 
their  ill-gotten  wealth,  having  fixed  it  in  re«Z 
property.  The  people  ou^ht  every  where  to 
do  this  with  every  hank  that,  not  paying  its 
debts,  has  the  insufferable  impudence  to  make 
a dividend  profits;  not  only  as  a matter  of 
justice,  but  as  also  one  of  interest — for  I now 
have  no  doubt,  that  the  bills  of  a bankrupt  hank 
will  not  be  received  in  payment  for  debts  due 
by  individuals  to  such  bank.  Money  will  he 


though,  in  numerous  instances,  the  capital  of  the 
one  is  just  as  valuable  as  that  of  the  other:  whilst 
one,  however,  rides  in  a coach  asid  proclaims  the 
success  of  his  manufactory  on  the  house  top,  the 
other  hides  himself  in  caverns,  cellars  and  garrets, 
and  avoids  the  view  of  the  world.  We  see  that  a 
multitude  of  bills,  pronounced  to  be  counterfeit, 
and  of  several  banks,  have  lately  been  found  in  a 
stable  in  New- York. 

Ill  England,  too,  where forgery\x^s  been  practised 
extensively  by  the  ministry  and  openly  advocated 
in  parliament,  they  are  hanging  up  people,  men  and 
women,  by  dozens,  for  imitating  and  issuing  notes 
of  the  bank.  CiTSee  page  237.'4TD 

Forgery  is  only  fraud.  I have  ten  or  twelve 
pieces  of  paper  which  I received  as  money — they 
are  not  money;  not  worth  more  than  so  much  blank 
paper;  ergo,  they  are  forgeries. 

if  it  be  said  that  I ought  to  have  known  the  value 
of  these  notes  when  I received  them— I admit  it. 
Tin  the  satne  rule  will  require  it  of  me,  also,  to  be 
able  to  distinguish  real  from  false  bank  notes. 

I cannot  see  any  essential  distinction  between  the 
two  classes  of  money-mapers.  “Call  the  lawyers,” 
imd  let  them  argue  the  cas^. 


required.  I warn  the  people  of  this  in  time; 
and  seriously  advise  every  man  to  make  all 
possible  exertion,  even  to  sacrifice  something, 
to  discharge  any  debt  he  may  owe  a rag-hank, 
before  its  directors,  or  trustees,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  its  own  notes  in  payment— as  will  be 
the  case  in  many  instances.  But  I again  claim 
their  protection,  countenance  and  support  foV 
such  institutions  as  honestly  endeavor  to  pay, 
and  do  pay,  as  far  as  they  can  and  ivithout 
shufiling,  the  demands  made  upon  them.  We 
shall  thus  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chafi*; 
gather  the  one  into  the  garner,  and  consume 
me  other  with  a just  indignation. 

|Ci“Among  the  banks  that  have  lately  “shut 
up  shop,”  is  that  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  A 
long  and  luminous  exposition  of  its  affairs  is 
published  by  the  president,  on  behalf  of  the 
directors,  in  which  its  failure  is  attributed  to 
the  speculations  of  the  cashier,*  who  traded  in 
bills  to  a vast  amount,  with  as  much  dexterity 
%CT^as  certain  cashiers  and  clerks  do,  that  I 
knoiv  something  about.  But  the  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  St.  Louis  was  too  greedy — he  wished 
to  realize  a fortune  by  paper  in  a few  weeks, 
and  this  he  seems  to  have  done,  though  he  has 
broken  the  bank  by  it.  It  is  but  just  to  add, 
that  so  far  as  the  directors  were  concerned, 
the  bank  of  St.  Louis  appears  to  have  been  ho- 
nestly conducted;  and, by  their  exposition, it aL 
so  seems  that  they  are  quite  able,  finally,  to  re- 
deem all  their  notes;  and  are  resolved  to  do  so. 

I do  not  know  that  if  ever  since  the  news  of 
Jaefcsoa’s  victory,  at  New  Orleans,!  have  re- 
ceived apiece  of  intelligence  that  afforded  me 
more  sincere  pleasure  than  the  following,  from 
the  JYiagara  Journal,  printed  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  of  the  I2th  instant: 

*'•  Election’’^ — The  returns  of  votes  in  <his  county 
afford  to  Mr.  Phelps,  a majority  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-two  over  the  bank  candidate.  This  ma- 
jority, tho’  much  less  than  in  justice  it  should  have 
been,  is  still  flattering,  when  a view  is  taken  of  the 
fearful  means  that  are  possessed  and  were  unremit- 
tingly exerted  by  the  dominant  bank  faction,  to 
procure  the  election  of  their  candidate.  From  the 
statement  made  by  the  bank  of  Niagara  to  the  legis- 
lature, it  appears  that  there  are  upwards  of  ttvo  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  due  to  the  institution,  much 
the  greater  part  of  it  probably  from  citizens  of 
this  county,  few  of  whom  are  able  promptly  to  meet 
their  engagements.  When  it  is  considered  that 
the  control  of  these  immense  demands  is  in  the 
hands  of  a few  active  partizans,  and  the  alarming 
hold  it  must  give  them  on  the  properties  and princi- 

"^The  exposition  gives  a full  length  portrait  of 
the  cashier,  as  a spe-cu-la-tor.  But  what  did  he  do.? 
Presuming  upon  his  official  situation,  he  drew  bills 
which  he  knew  would  not  be  paid  as  promised,  and 
exchanged  them  for  other  bills  which  he  supposed 
would  be  paid.  He  did  nothing  more — no,  not  any 
thing  more.  Why  then  so  much  clamor  about  Jmn? 
— the  like  honest  spe-cu-la  ti-on  is  carried  on  every 
day  by  bank?,  and  the  people  yet  bea-r  it  with  the 
patience  of  slaves.  Come — come; — let  little  felloivs 
live  as  well  as  big  ones — there  is  room  enough  for 
{all — in  “brotlrer  Jonathan’s”  credulity. 
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pies  of  their  debtors,  we  have  great  reason  to  re- 
ioice  that  so  many  citizens  had  firmness  and  inde- 
pendence to  resist  and  withstand  the  overwhelm- 
ing i ifliier.ee  of  these  banking  politicians.” 

Now,  what  are  the  peculiar  merits  of  this 
electioneering  contest  is  neither  known  to,  nor 
cared  for  by  me.  ‘‘Mr.  Phelps”  is  my  man; 
and  Niagara  county  may  become  as  famous  for 
having  taken  the  first  great  stand  at  the  polls 
against  a bank,  as  the  Falls  are  celebrated  tor 
their  awful  giandeur,— as  theadjacent JieWis 
renowned  for  deeds  of  desperate  courage  in 
arms.  It  is  at  the  polls  that  legislative  tolly 
(or  something  worse)  about  banks,  must  be 
corrected,  to  prevent  their  extension;  the  firm- 
ness of  individuals  wull  coerce  justice  from, 
or  cause  the  extinction  of  those  that  are. 

But^  after  all,  I am  in  favor  of  even  the 
establishment  of  new  banks,  provided,  never- 
theless, they  are  bottomed  upon  a legitimate 
foundation.  Much  good  might  be  done  with 
one  of  an  adequate  capital,  properly  located 
and  wisely  conducted.  The  following  plan 
fully  explains  my  ideas  on  this  subject: 

PLAN  FOR  A NEW  BANK. 

The  stock  shall  consist  of  one  thousand  mil- 
lions of  old  shirts— divided  into  shares  of  100 
old  shirts  each,  to  be  paid  in  by  ten  equal 
instalments,  one-tenth  on  each  share  being  paid 
at  the  tiine  of  subscribing— with  a proviso^  that 
the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th  and 
10th  instalments  may  be  paid  in  by  stock- 
notes,  secured  by  an  assignment  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank.  But  no  eight  individuals  shall 
hold,  by  any  manner  of  means,  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  capital  stock  of  this  institu- 
tion— and,  at  least,  fifty  bonajide  possessors 
shall  be  necessary  to  have  or  hold  three-fourths 
of  the  same:  fCT'this  bank  being  designed  for 
universal  good,  every  possible  obstruction  is 
intended  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  specula- 
tion! 

The  title  of  the  bank  shall  be— “the  rag- 
bank  OF  THE  universe;”  the  mother  bank  shall 
be  seated  at  Lottery with  branches  at 
Hooks-town*^  Govans-town,*  all  near  Balti- 
more, Owl  Creek,  Botany  Bay\  Sind  Twister s- 
burg,  and  such  other  places  as  may  be  here- 
after selected  in  any  part  of  the  world,  by 
the  directors— who  shall  also  have  power  to 

*These  places  are  so  large  and  so  very  important, 
that  it  frequently  happens,  when  a person  is  in  one  of 
them,  he  asks  “how  far  is  it  to” — Govans-toivn,  for 
instance!  How  blind  is  mankind!  how  regardless  of 
merit!  I do  not  know  of  any  places  unoccupied  more 
suitable  for  the  sites  of  banks  than  those  1 have 
named.  The  mother  bank  must  be  fixed  at  Lottery- 
Ville!— “that’s  flat.” 

^ j-It  is  a serious  fact,  that  the  felons  transported 
to  Botany  Bay,  and  others,  have  associated,  and 
obtained  a charter  from  gov.  Macquarie,  with  the 
accustomed  privileges,  to  establish  a bank~the 
capital  stock  is  to  be  a£20,000,  and  th^  manufactory 
of  paper-money  was  expected  immediately  to  com- 
mence! 


put  offices  on  wl’.eels,  on  ship-board,  or  in  bal- 
loons^, for  the  general  accommodation  of  all 
nations;  to  discount  running,  sailing  und  fly- 
ing—so  that  the  exchange  between  difterent 
countries,  planets  and  stars,  may  be  equalized 
and  regulated,  and  rag -payments  be  duly  sup- 
ported. 

^Here  is  the  placebo  provide  for  the  election 
of  presidents  and  directors,  in  the  usual  way; 
but  as  every  body  has  a copy  of  a bank  charter, 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  insert  the  provisions 
at  present.] 

As  soon  as  the  stock  is  subscribed  for  an 
election  shall  take  place,  and  any  sort  of  a 
proxy  will  be  received:  and  the  directors  cho- 
sen shall  instantly  prepare  for  the  operations 
of  the  bank  by  building  365  paper  mills,  and' 
hiring  a regiment  of  engravers,  &c.  and  one 
hundred  deputy  presidents  and  as  many  depu- 
ty cashiers  shall  be  appointed  to  sign  the  notes, 
that  their  uniformity  may  be  preserved!  And 
further, that  the  said  paper  mills  may  always 
have  a sufficiency  of  materials,  and  otherwise 
be  advantageously  conducted— the  “rr/g*  hank 
of  the  universe^^  shuW  receive  ail  national  de- 
posits of  rags,  and  at  least  one  third  of  the 
directors  shall  be  “practical”  paper  makers. 

Tire  raies.  at  which  the  subscriptions  to  the 
capital  stock  shall  be  received  is  fixed  as 
follows: 

old shiris. 

A full  chemise  - - - - 1 

waggoner’s  frock,  - - • 

pair  of  trowsers  . . = | 

do.ho.se,  if  not  much  darned  - ^ 

do.  old  bed  sheets  - - - 2 

Other  articles  according  to  weight,  a1  5 cents 
per  lb.  provided  always  that  fiaxen  or  hemp- 
en linens  and  stuffs  are  only  received;  the 
growers  of  cotton  being,  at  present,  rather  op- 
posed to  the  rag  system.  Strong  hopes,  ho’we- 
ver,  are  entertained,  from  certain  late  move- 
ments in  the  south,  that  cottons  may  be  taken 
in  deposit,  to  oblige  oUr  friends  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

And,  to  encourage  (he  sale  of  tfie  stock  sub- 
scribed for,  a brigade  of  bellows-makers  and 
blowers  shall  be  employed  to  inflate  its  value; 
and  arrangements  be  entered  into  to  pay  tl  e 
dividends  at  Van  Deimaii^s  land,  and  such 
other  places  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to 
assist  thp  rise  of  said  stock. 

This  skeleton  of  a plan  is  sufficient  to  shew 
my  wishes.  If  it  meets  the  public  approba- 
tion, I will  fill  up  the  outlines;  but  being  a 
paper-monger  myself,  I hope  at  least  to  re- 
ceive an  appointment  as  one  of  the  deputy^^pre- 
sidents  for  my  invention,  with  a salary  of  9000 
old  shirts  a year,— -ct  cetera!  And,  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  great  project,  which  is  to  equalize 
the  currency,  support  the  governments,  pro- 
tect the  agriculture,  defend  the  manufactures., 
extend  tlie  commerce,  holster  the  mechanics,  and 
invigorate  the  laborers  of  all  the  world,  and  of 
every  planet  or  star  lighted  by  our  sun^ 
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I am  as  disinterested  as  any  rag -bank  maker 
that  ever  petitioned  congress  or  a state  le- 
gislature to  sanction  his  schemes. 

iFhoHl  take  stock? 

British  Politics. 

The  act  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  hav- 
ing expired,  the  British  press  teems  with  vio- 
lent invective  and  animated  discussions  on 
political  men  and  aftairs,  with  a freedom  of  re- 
ina.'kand  strength  of  expression  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  United  Sta^tes,  since  the  days  of 
convention.  The  people,  groaning  under 
oppression  and  trampled  in  the  dust  by  cor- 
ruption,-—if  ever  they  rise  to  shake  off  their 
chains  and  punish  those  who  forged  them,  will 
take  a terrible  revenge. 

Mr.  George  Canning,  the  ‘‘joker  of  jokes,” 
famous  for  his  silly  wit  and  political  prostitu- 
tion, it  seems  lately  in  parliament  made  him- 
self merry,  and  caused  the  pensioned  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  commons  to  be  merry 
also,  at  the  description  he  gave  of  a certain 
rev.  Mr.  Ogden,  who  has  been  maimed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  brutality  of  his  goalers,  dur- 
ing the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus^ — for 
which  he  claimed  redress.  Canning  called 
him  ‘Hhe  reverend  and  ruptured  Ogdeyi,^^  and 
tlie  bouse  was  convulsed  with  shouts  of  laugh- 
ter! But  there  is  not  so  much  in  this  as  one 
might  suppose;  the  honorable  members  of  that 
house  laugh  by  rule,  just  as  they  say  aye  or 
no— laughing  or  voting  with  those  that  pay 
them. 

Inconsequence  of  this  proceeding  a letter, 
in  pamphlet  form,  has  been  addressed  to  Mr. 
Caiining,  in  which  he  is  treated  with  the  great- 
(st  severity,  and  pointedly  threatened.  We 
have  some  extracts  from  this  letter — the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs  may  shew  its  manner  and 
spirit — 

“Low  as  public  principle  has  sunk,  you  are  still 
justly  appreciated;  and  no  one  is  deceived  by  quali- 
ties, which  even  in  tlieir  happiest  exertions,  are 
not  calculated  or  employed  to  conciliate  his  es 
teem.” 

“But  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  one  who  has 
Obliquely  waddled  to  his  end  in  view,” 
one  whose  recorded  treacheries  had  disqualified 
him  for  all  trust,  until  his  meanness  had  reduced 
him  to  importance,  and  made  his  alliance  no  longer 
dangerous;  one  who  has  shown  himself  insensible 
alike  to  the  reproaches  of  opponents  insulted,  and 
the  reinonstrat'.ces  of  friends  betrayed,  and  has  slid 
downwards,  through  paths  more  dirty  and  devious 
than  v/ere  ever  yet  tried  by  selfishness,  dropping 
(Vo'u  power  to  pension  and  from  j^ensioii  to  less  pro- 
fitable place,  with  all  tlte  tranquility  and  more  than 
trm  boldness  of  virtue — ” 

“In  tite  house  of  commons  alone  you  find  your- 
self taken  on  yovtr  word,  with  no  enquiries  made; 
and  wlien  you  display  the  whole  deformity  of  a 
lieart  devoid  of  all  just,  and  generous,  and  gentle* 
•nanly  teeling,  and  when  you  show,  by  arts  untried 
before,  not  only  how  (Uspicable  you  are  yourself, 
blit  how  y<ut  JesniiC  u,il  arouml  yoti,  you  are  Jiot 


hissed  to  the  ground  (as  you  would  infallibly  have 
been,  had  you  ventured  at  such  topics  before  a 
popular  assembly;)  you  are  heard,  you  are  encou- 
raged, you  are  cheered;  your,inhuman  taunts  on  the 
infirmities  of  those  who  demand  reparation  for  the 
injuries  they  have  endured  from  a bloody  police; 
your  ridicule  of  the  prisoner  and  the  oppressed  are 
received  7vii/i  shouts  of  laughter,  with  loud  shouts  of 
laughter!!! 

“Go  on,  sir,  I pray  you;  proceed  with  your  plea- 
santries; light  up  the  dungeon  with  the  flashes  of 
your  wierriiTient;  make  us  familiar,  make  us  pleased 
with  the  anguish  of  the  captive;  teach  us  how  to 
look  upon  torture  and  tyranny  as  agreeable  trifles; 
let  v/hips  and  manacles  become  the  playthings  of 
parliament;  let  patriotism  arid  principle  be  preserv- 
ed only  as  vain  names,  the  materials  of  a jest;  and, 
as  you  have  convulsed  the  bed  of  sickness  with  your 
unhallowed  mirth,  disturb  with  appropriate  mock- 
ery, the  long  foretold  approaching  Euihunasia  of 
the  expiring  constitution.” 

“You  are  not  protected  by  your  personal  insigni- 
ficance; the  power,  almost  absolute,  which  has  been, 
and  may  again  be,  placed  in  your  bands,  may  make 
you  a respectable  victim;  and  be  assured,  sir,  that 
if  I should  ever  be  a prisoner  of  state,,  and,  after 
being  maimed  by  your  goalers,  should  be  assaulted 
by  your  jokes,  I will  put  you  to  death  with  the 
same  deliberation  as  I now  give  you  this  timely 
warning.  This  is  no  idle  although  it  is  only  a 
defensive  menace;  nor  is  the  resolution  confined  to 
one  individual. 

trecenti  jurivamus.^* 

raOM  THE  LONDON  EXAMII^ER  OP  APRIL  13. 

Alost  extraordinary  letter  from  the  right  hon,  George 
Cunning. 

When  we  lately  noticed  the  letter  addressed  to 
Mr.  Canning,  we  remarked  that  every  sentence  of 
it  would  make  that  right  honorable  person  writhe 
as  much  as  poor  Ogden  did  white  un^ler  the  knife 
of  the  surgeon.  Just  so  has  it  turned  out,  as  the 
foUov/ing  letter  from  Mr.  C,  to  the  author  of  that 
caustic  publication  will  sufficiently  evince. — One 
hardly  knows  how  to  comment  on  such  an  extra- 
ordinary communication.  Mr.  Canning’s  object  i§ 
evidently  to  ascertain  the  writer,  who  may  have 
powerful  reasons  for  wishing  not  to  be  exposed  to 
the  united  power  and  malice  of  such  an  administra- 
tion. We  therefore  present  to  our  readers  the  in- 
troductory letter,  (which  is  a reply  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning’s) and  that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  just 
as  we  received  them: — 

Letter  from  the  author  to  the  editor  of  the  Examiner. 

Sir — You  are  requested  to  insert  in  your  paper 
the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  George  Canning  to  my 
public  remonstrance  with  that  gentleman,  on  the 
insult  he  dared  to  offer  to  the  people  of  England., 

I am  agreeably  disappointed.  After  ten  days 
deliberation,  he  acknowledges  the  tribunal,  and 
has  determined  to  plead. 

Whilst  his  judges  are  deciding  on  the  merits  of 
his  defence,  it  shall  be  my  care  to  provide  the 
gentleman  with  another  opportunity  of  displacing 
his  taste  and  talents  in  the  protection  of  his  cha- 
racter 

In  the  mean  time,  whilst  Mr.  Lambton  is  a ‘^dole 
and  an  ideot,’*  I am  content  to  be  a “/Var  and  a 
slanderer  and  an  assassin,'*  according  to  the  same 
inimitable  master  of  the  vulgar  tongue.  I am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

The  author  of  the  letter  to  the 
Eight  hon.  George  Canning' 
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MR.  canning’s  letter. 

Gloucester  Lodete^  April  10^1818. 

Sir— I received  early  last  week  the  copy  of  your 
pamphlet,  which  you  (I  take  for  granted)  had  the 
attention  to  send  me. 

Soon  after  I was  informed,  on  the  authority  of 
your  publisher,  that  you  had  withdrawn  the  whole 
impression  from  him,  with  the  view  (as  was  suppos- 
ed) of  suppressing  the  publication. 

I since  learn,  however,  that  the  pamphlet,  though 
not  sold,  is  circulated  under  blenk  covers. 

I learn  this  from  (among  others)  the  gentleman 
to  whom  the  pamphlet  has  been  industriously  at 
tributed,  but  who  has  voluntarily  and  absolutely  de- 
nied to  me  that  he  has  any  knowledge  of  it  or  of 
its  author. 

To  you,  sir,  whoever  you  may  be,  I address  my- 
self thus  directly,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to 
you  my  opinion,  that 

You  are  a liar  and  a slanderer,  and  want  courage 
only  to  be  an  assassin. 

I have  only  to  add,  that  no  man  knows  of  my 
writing  to  you;  that  I shall  maintain  the  same  re- 
.serve  so  long  as  I have  an  expectation  of  hearing 
from  you  in  your  name;  and  that  I shall  not  give 
up  that  expectation  till  to  morrow  (Saturday) 
night. 

The  same  address  which  brought  me  your  pamph- 
let, will  bring  any  letter  safe  to  my  hands.  I 
am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  GEO.  CANNING. 

For  the  author  of  a ^*letier  to  the 

Right  hon.  George  Canning. 

[Mr.  Ridgway  is  requested  to  forward  this  letter 
to  its  destination.] 

In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Canning,  a recollection  of  the  assassination  of 
Percival,  with  the  late  attack  on  lord  Palmers- 
ton, and  the  terror  into  which  one  or  two  other 
ministers  have  been  recently  thrown  by  an  ap- 
prehension of.being  made  personally  account- 
able for  their  political  sins,  the  London  Cou- 
rier publishes  some  very  grave  remarks  about 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  such  things,  and 
cautions  the  people  against  suffering  8iem  to 
become  familiar  to  their  imagination.  This  is 
right  and  proper— -the  language  which  every 
honest  man  ought  to  use  on  such  an  occasion — 
but  the  Courier  ought  not  to  use  it;  it  is  as  the 
bawd  preaching  up  virtue,  and  rather  disgusts 
than  converts  those  to  whom  her  discourse  is 
directed. 

Ip  Pritish  politics  the  assassination  of  an 
individual  is  a good  thing,  as  well  as  the  de- 
position of  a “legitimate  king,’’  provided  the 
person  to  be  put  aside  or  deposed  is  a^roper 
one — in  the  opinion  of  the  ministry.  It  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  the  assassination 
of  the  emperor  Paul,  of  Russia,  if  not  plann- 
ed  by  B.  itish  policy,  was  unknown  to  British 
politicians,  as  accomplices— nay,  so  notorious 
was  his  intended  death  and  so  calmly  was  it 
calculated  upon,  that,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  public  betts  were  made  in  London^ 
at  great  odds,  he  would  not  live  beyond  a cer- 
tain day-  -and  he  did  not  live  beyond  that  day. 
Again,  when  the  Russian  barbarian of- 
fered the  prostitution  of  his  daughter,  with  a 


large  reward  in  money,  to  ar»y  villain,  no  mat- 
ter what  was  his  condition  in  life,  that  would 
assassinate  JVhpo/eoM  Bonaparte*,  \ sem  very 
much  mistaken  if  this  same  Courier  tlid  not 
publish  an  account  of  it  with  decided  approba- 
tion, as  evidence  of  the  devotion  of  a ^^vene- 
rable patriof^  to  the  “cause  of  mankind.”  [I 
do  not  quote  these  words  as  used  by  the  Cou- 
rier, though  I feel  confident  that  the  same 
ideas  on  this  subject  have  been  expressed  in  it, 
but  I have  seen  them  applied  to  the  case.] 
And  this  is  notorious,  that  the  lord  prevost  of 
the  religious  city  of  Edinburg,  at  a great  pub- 
lic entertainment,  toasted  the  speedy  prostitu- 
tion of  Platoff^s  daughter  on  the  terms  stated, 
and  that  his  toast  was  received  with  rapteous 
applause.  A notice  of  such  things  might  be 
extended  to  a very  great  length-l— busy  memo- 
ry calls  up  many  of  them;  but  tnese  are  suffi- 
cient:! and  as  to  the  business  of  “legitimate 
kings”— it  is  not  a more  foul  hypocrisy  in  a 
British  priest,  rolling  in  fat  and  wallowing  in 
drunkenness  and  all  sorts  of  filth,  to  declare 
himself  an  “ambassador  for  Christ”  in  the  act  of 
collecting  his  tythes  from  a half-starved  peo- 
ple at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  than  for  Bri- 
tish politicians  to  tell  us  about  the  “legitimacy 
of  kings.”  Their  own  throne  is  filled  by  an 
“usurper,”  according  to  the  “divine  rights”  of 
kings;  and  they  think  no  more  of  putting  down 
a prince  who  stands  in  their  way,  if  they  can, 
than  of  carrying  a case  of  bobbins  to  market 
— jlnd  either  is  equally  a matter  of  speculation 
and  trade. 


Irish  Emigrant  Societies. 

[C0*Cr,UDED  from  page  215  ] 
Observations  tending  to  illustrate  the  viervs  of  the  JSTeuv 
York  Irish  emigrant  association;  in  a letter  address- 
ed to  a committee  of  a correspondent  association  in 
Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen-— The  committee  of  the  Irish  emi- 
grant association  in  this  city,  have  received  your 
communication  with  feelings  of  the  most  friehdiy 
and  respectful  consideration,  and  have  deputed  the 
undersigned  to  make  known  to  you  their  sentiments 
on  the  subjects  to  which  it  redates. 

As  to  tfce  mode  of  settlement,  you  seem  to  eur 
tertain  doubts,  whether  it  be  advisable  to  plant 
colonies;  that  is,  collect  together  in  one  place  the 
emigrants  from  the  same  country,  or  leave  it  opeik 
to  comers  from  every  nation  without  distinction, 
and  then  let  them  amalgamate  in  the  best  way  they 
can.  Our  judgment  and  our  feelings  lead  us  to 
prefer  colonization. 


^Further,  the  allied  sovereigns,  the“Ao/y’  alliance, 
decreed  the  assassination  of  him,  and  tlie  cold 
blooded  murder  of  all  his  friends  and  adherents.— 
declaring  also  that  they  would  *^put  to  the  stvard’’ 
a part  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  place  offering  re- 
sistance to  them.  And  all  this  by  a parcel  offel- 
lotvs  whose  necks,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  he 
might  have  wrung  off  if  he  had  pleased— who  had 
made  treaties  with  him,  and  acknowledged  his  legi^ 
timacy  in  a thousand  way.<^, 

fWnat  of  the  purchase  of  human  scalps I 
fear  to  speak  on  thaty  at  present. 
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This  question  may  proper!}'  be  considered  with 
reference  to  the  emigrants  themselves,  and  to  the 
interest  of  the  country  into  which  they  are  to  be 
iucorpoT-ited.  As  to  the  emigrants  themselves,  the 
fii«t  consideration  is,  how  to  make  them  happy. 
Even  their  worldly  success  and  prosperity  would 
be  very  unimportant,  if  they  did  not  tend  to  accom- 
plish that  object.  The  mind  13  the  seatand  source 
of  happiness;  let  us  then  look  into  the  emigrant’s 
mind  and  watch  its  emotions,  if  we  wis.h  to  learn 
how  he  is  to  be  made  happy.  Although  domestic 
distress,  a spirit  of  adventure,  or  the  love  of  liber, 
ty,  may  induce  him  to  abandon  his  native  home;  yet 
he  never  leaves  the  inhabitants  that  are  within  it, 
or  the  connexions  that  surround  it,  without  a pang. 
He  arrives  in  a strange  country,  the  people  and 
the  raaners  of  which,  are  new  to  him;  tlieir  dif- 
ference from  what  he  has  been  accustomed  to  see, 
and  to  which  even  his  prejudices  are  attached,  dis- 
gusts him;  he  dislikes  and  condemns  every  thing 
that  is  not  similar  to  what  he  has  been  familiar 
with  from  infancy;  and  if  he  does  not  retrace  his 
steps,  it  requires,  at  least,  years  of  observation  and 
habit,  to  reconcile  him  to  the  peculiarities  of  his 
adopted  country.  This  is  the  history  of  almost 
every  emigrant  from  every  quarter  arriving  among 
foreigners.  If  he  comes  entirely  alone,  he  is  gene- 
rally without  friends  who  will  sympathize  with  him, 
and  assist  him  to  bear  the  unpleasant  circumstances 
of  his  noviciate.  How  is  this  to  be  remedied.^  Let 
those  whose  birth  place  is  in  common,  who  have 
the  same  feelings  and  habits — the  same  connexions 
and  attachments,  join  together,  assist  and  support 
each  other;  let  them  form  a community  into  which 
they  all  can  enter,  where  they  will  find  persons  and 
usages  to  which  they  are  familiar,  and  which  create 
a resemblance  to  their  own  country.  In  this  way, 
if  we  may  be  permitted  to  use  a gardener’s  phrase, 
“they  bring  a oall  about  them,  and  will  scarcely 
miss  the  moving.” 

Even  the  inhabitants  of  New-England,  though 
always  living  under  the  same  government,  and  in- 
stitutions similar  to  those  of  the  place  to  which 
they  are  about  to  migrate,  yet  find  it  pleasant  and 
convenient  to  gather  themselves  together,  and  set- 
tle with  a view  to  their  former  associations.  They' 
established  a new  Connecticut  in  the  Ohio  territory; 
and  that  not  merely  in  name  but  in  fact.  The  in- 
habitants of  a township  in  the  eastern  states,  who 
may  be  disposed  to  explore  the  western  wilds, 
generally  understand  one  another,  concert  their 
measures  beforehand,  and  if  they  do  not  depart  in 
a body,  yet  they  eventually  come  together  at  a pre- 
concerted rendezvous.  School-fellows  and  compa- 
nions in  infancy,  re-unite  in  a far  distant  spot,  re- 
mote from  the  scenes  of  tlieir  early  pleasures;  and  it 
often  happens  that  the  grown  up  man  meets  there 
and  marries  the  playmate  of  his  childhood.  On  the 
same  plan,  the  Swiss  and  the  Germans  frequently 
transplant  themselves;  surrounded  by  countrymen, 
and  by  the  usages  and  fasliions  of  home,  each  man 
is  almost  unconscious  of  the  change;  he  is  distract- 
ed by  no  hesitation  or  embarrassments  of  choice, 
•lut  finds  a rallying  point  for  himself  and  his  friends; 
he  sets  himself  about  his  occupations  of  industry, 
with  at  least  as  much  cheerfulness  as  in  his  native 
fields,  sure  of  assistance  in  his  difficulties,  and  of 
congenial  society  in  his  hours  of  relaxation;  he  is 
therefore  never  exposed  to  the  disgusts  and  morti- 
fications of  a straggling  settler  in  a strange  land. 

I Irishmen,  on  tlie  other  hand,  mostly  emigrate 
without  concert;  their  views  are  fixed  by  no  cir- 
cumstance to  any  precise  spot;  their  time  and 
funds  are  consumed  in  doubt  and  deliberation 


which  way  to  turn;  they  remain  about  the  sea- 
ports where  they  land;  are  regarded  as  burden- 
some to  the  settled  inhabitants,  and  from  not 
being  respected  by  others,  cease  to  respect  them- 
selves. Or  if  their  course  be  more  fortunate;  if 
they  escape  from  the  cities,  they  mix,  unseconded 
and  unsupported,  among  strangers,  with  whom 
they  have  no  early  sympathies,  to  whom  their  pe- 
culiarities are  often  subjects  of  ridicule,  and  per» 
baps  dislike.  Every  thing  brings  back  a painful 
recollection  of  home;  and  it  requires  years  of  men- 
tal struggle  before  they  enjoy  the  real  blessings  of 
their  lot. 

Let  us  test  what  are  the  emigrant’s  feelings  by 
another  observation,  which  will  seem  peculiarly 
important  to  those,  who  hope  that  the  success  of 
our  plan  will  decide  many,  that  are  now  suffering 
and  balancing  in  Ireland,  to  withdraw  from  want^ 
from  degradation  and  oppression,  and  grasp  the 
boon  of  increased  opulence  and  liberty,  which  we 
hope  to  tender  to  them.  Suppose  information 
were  communicated  in  that  country,  that  congress 
had  passed  a law,  comprehending  a noble  plan  of 
facilitating  the  settlement  of  emigrants  from  every 
nation;  that  it  had  reduced  the  price  of  land,  and 
extended  the  terra  of  credit  to  fourteen  years,  and 
that  America  had  now  opened  her  arms  to  all  the 
world;  the  news  would  undoubtedly  make  a bustle 
among  the  enterprising  and  calculating;  but  would 
it  thrill  from  heart  to  heart?  would  it  run  through 
the  land  with  the  secret  and  electric  rapidity  of  the 
intelligence  we  hope  to  send  them,  that  an  associa- 
tion of  their  coimtrymen  and  friends  have  implored, 
and  obtained  from  congress,  a sufficient  quantity  of 
luxuriant  territory,  in  a delightful  climate,  to  give 
room  for  the  industry  of  perhaps  fifty  thousand 
families,  who  would  be  settled  together,  and  raise 
up  a young  and  happy  Erin,  in  the  bosom  of  abun- 
dance and  freedom?  Let  us  consult  our  own 
hearts,  and  we  shall  soon  learn  how  dear  to  the 
emigrant  such  a society  would  be.  Let  him  at 
least  among  you  instruct  the  rest,  who  came  here 
in  his  youth,  a poor,  friendless,  unprotected  child 
of  fortune;  who,  after  having  struggled  through 
many  years  of  laborious  but  successful  industry^ 
has  arrived  at  opulence;  who  still  thinks  of  home, 
with  the  vivid  recollections  of  youth;  who,  if  he 
had  the  power,  would  instantly  take  up  and  tran- 
sport his  native  village,  with  its  church  and  its 
chapel,  its  school-house  and  its  market-place,  and 
all  its  inhabitants  in  his  boyish  days,  and  plant 
them  in  the  spot  where  he  resides;  who,  even  in 
the  decline  of  life  and  decay  of  feeling,  would  glad- 
ly part  with  half  his  wealth,  if  it  would  induce  one 
of  the  scions  of  his  parent  stock  to  strike  root  near 
him. 

If  we  are  right  in  saying,  that  settlement  by  colo- 
nization conduces  most  to  the  happiness  of  the  set- 
tlers, that  it  smooths  away  many  of  their  early 
difficulties,  makes  their  necessary  hardships  less 
intolerable,  and  their  labors  more  pleasant  and 
prosperous,  surely  it  ought  to  be  adopted;  unless 
some  countervailing  objection  should  be  found  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  into  which  they  are  to 
be  incorporated.  We  believe  none  such  exists — 
the  increased  prosperity  of  their  industry  is,  in 
itself,  a public  benefit.  But  it  may  be  supposed, 
that  the  foreign  nationality  which  such  a mode  of 
settlement  is  calculated  to  cherish,  may  be  at  va- 
riance with  the  attachments  they  ought  to  ffirm  to 
their  adopted  country.  This  we  consider  as  a 
mistake:  That  nationality  always  characterized 
Irishmen  in  the  service  of  France,  Spain,  Germany 
and  all  the  catholic  powers  of  Europe;  and  also 
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many  of  the  mos.  active  officers  of  our  revolution; 
but  it  never  prevented  their  being  devotedly  at- 
tached to  the  cause  and  Interests  of  the  countries 
by  which  they  were  protected  and  employed.  In- 
deed, the  operation  of  colonization  is  to  destroy 
the  foreign  character  of  that  nationality,  and  to 
give  it  an  object  and  dwelling  place  in  the  adopted 
country;  to  which  it  is,  therefore,  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  settler*s  attachment.  His  early  af- 
fections and  partialities  would  be  gradually  with- 
drawn from  the  foreign  country,  and  transferred  to 
the  colony — they  would  become  blended  with  his 
devotion  and  gratitude  to  the  government,  the 
laws  and  institutions  under  which  it  had  been  rais- 
ed and  flourished.  In  his  domestic  and  interior 
relations,  he  might  have  some  Irish  feelings  and 
propensities;  but  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
as  a citizen,  he  would  be  exclusively  and  ardently 
American.  What  inconvenience  has  ever  resulted 
from  the  German  or  Irish  settlements  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Swiss  settlements  in  Indiana,  or  indeed 
from  any,  on  the  same  plan,  in  the  United  States? 
and  even  if  there  could  be  any  inconvenience  from 
such  national  partialities,  how  long  could  it  last? 
it  must  pass  away  with  fhe  first  generation.  What 
injurious  traces  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  the  west- 
ern parts  of  your  state,  chiefly  peopled  by  Irish,  or 
in  the  middle,  a considerable  portion  of  which  was 
settled  by  Germans? 

You  have  now  our  sentiments  with  candour,  in 
reply  to  that  part  of  your  interesting  communica- 
tion. There  is  another  matter  on  which  we  are 
led  to  offer  some  observations,  because  they  relate 
to  an  objection  individually  made  by  some  of 
your  body,  and  which  we  have  heard  from  so  many 
quarters,  that  we  have  thought  it  deserving  of 
very  serious  attention.  We  have  been  asked  why 
we  have  fixed  on  so  remote  a region  as  the  Illinois 
for  our  projected  settlement?  Why  we  did  not 
rather  think  of  the  Alabama  territory,  so  much 
nearer  to  the  great  market  of  New  Orleans,  and  in 
a region  where  the  productions  of  the  earth  spring 
up  with  such  profuse  luxuriance.  The  example  of 
the  French  association  has  been  held  up  to  us,  and 
some  surprise  expressed  that  we  have  not  followed 
jt. 

M^ny  motives,  however,  determined  our  choice, 
—-one  was  the  hope  of  more  easily  succeeding  in 
our  application,  ifit  pointed  to  a thinly  settled  and 
frontier  territory,  where  a large  increase  of  set- 
tlers would  be  regarded  as  an  important  acquisi- 
tion. That,  however,  was  but  a minor  motive, — 
our  choice  was  chiefly  decided  by  regarding  the 
moral  and  physical  liabits  and  characters  of  those 
whom  we  wish  to  benefit.  Farmers  and  inhabitants 
of  a temperate  climate  would  be  injudiciously 
placed  in  a highly  southern  latitude,  to  the  culti 
vation  and  productions  of  which  they  are  unaccus- 
tomed, and  against  the  diseases  of  which  they  are 
by  no  means  seasoned.  The  Illinois  territory, 
though  warmer,  and  perhaps  more  genial  than  their 
native  atmosphere,  is  a sufficient  approximation  to 
it,  and  in  so  far  as  they  differ,  is  better.  Its  prai- 
ries, interspersed  with  small  parcels  ofwo»d-land, 
present  a face  not  very  unlike  their  own  improved 
and  cultivated  country,  and  can  be  worked  with 
the  implements  of  husbandry,  to  which  their  han^ds 
are  from  infancy  accustomed.  The  clearing  of 
forests  and  grubbing  up  the  roots  of  trees,  are  oc- 
cupations and  toil  for  which  they  are  not  fitted. 
An  Irishman  will  sooner  domesticate  himself  (if 
we  maybe  allowed  the  expression)  in  the  Illinois, 
than  he  would  in  the  Alabama  or  Mississippi  terri- 
tory. 


Even  these  considerations,  however,  strong  as 
they  are,  were  not  the  most  conclusive  to  our 
minds.  Our  society  is  endeavoring  to  act  for  per- 
sons, who  never  saw  a slave,  whose  principles  (so 
far  as  they  are  fixed)  are  repugnant  to  slavery,  and 
who  would  consider  their  moral  purity  tainted  by 
becoming  slave-holders  after  they  became  men. 
But  independent  of  these  considerations,  interest 
seems  to  present  another  objection.  The  persons 
for  whose  benefit  we  act  are  farmers  and  laborers, 
who  must  themselves  be  workers  in  the  field,  and 
active  hands  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  collect 
the  harvest;  though  they  would  not  own  a slave, 
tliey  would  not  work  by  the  side  of  one.  In  the 
Illinois  they  will  work  as  they  have  been  accustom- 
ed to  do  in  Ireland;  labor  will  be  pleasant  to  tliem, 
aud  its  fruits  be  sweet.  But  place  them  in  a slave- 
holding district,  and  they  will  soon  lay  claim  to 
idleness,  as  the  white  man’s  badge  of  superiority; 
they  will  be  too  proud  to  stoop  to  the  field  labor 
which  is  usually  performed  by  negroes. 

If  they  are  without  capital  and  fortune,  they  will 
probably  abandon  the  settlement,  and  do  what  we 
should  originally  have  done  for  them,  seek  a pla6e 
where  tlieir  ordinary  occupation  and  agricultural 
industry  are  not  considered  derogatory  to  the  first 
man  in  the  community.  If  they 'should  have  ca^- 
tal,  they  will  seek  to  become  planters;  and  msist 
materially  change  from  what  they  have  been.  The 
selection  made  by  the  agents  for  the  French  emi- 
grants was  probably  judicious;  but  it  ought  to  be 
no  example  to  us.  They  never  were  farmers  or 
laborers,  nor  even  (generally  speaking)  men  taken 
from  the  middling  class  of  life.  They  were  offi- 
cers and  military  men,  or  statesmen,  to  whom  la- 
bor would  be  an  intolerable  burthen  Many  of 
them  spent  much  vf  their  time  in  the  West  Indie.s, 
and  were  become  familiar  with  slavery,  with  the 
torrid  zone,  and  its  productions.  They  could  not 
be  happy  in  the  United  States  (deprived  as  they 
are  of  their  former  opulence,  and  yet  still  remem- 
bering the  luxury  they  lived  in)  except  as  south- 
ern planters  and  slave-holders. 

The  remoteness  of  the  Illinois  from  a market  is 
not  perhaps  as  great  an  evil  as  it  may  seem  at  first 
sight.  While  the  country  is  settling,  and  popula- 
tion pouring  into  it,  the  domestic  market  will  con- 
sume all  their  surplus  produce.  But  even  after- 
wards, they  will  be  as  near  the  great  market  ofNew 
Orleans  as  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  state  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  We  can 
therefore  form  some  judgment  what  degree  of  opu- 
lence and  happiness  they  may  arrive  at.  But  tliey 
will  be  in  truth  better  situated  for  tliat  market 
The  falls  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville  present  an  ob 
Stacie  to  the  transportation  of  produce  down  th.at 
river  to  New  Orleans,  except  when  the  water  i.s 
high.  The  consequence  is,  that  all  the  produce  to 
the  east  of  the  falls  is  sent  down  there  at  once, 
aud  gluts  the  market.  The  heat  of  the  climate 
renders  it  impossible  to  keep  the  flour  and  provi- 
sions, and  of  course  much  of  it  is  sacrificed.  But 
the  settlers  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Mississippi,  the 
Missouri,  and  the  Illinois,  are  under  no  necessity  of 
waiting  for  any  height  of  waters,  and  scarcely  for 
any  change  of  season.  Everyman  may  take  that 
time  for  sending  down  his  produce  which  suits 
his  own  convenience;  and  he  may  clmose  tlie  drie.st 
season,  when  the  commodity  is  scarcest  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  price  the  highest. 

The  length  of  the  preceding  observations  will, 
we  hope,  be  excused;  we  have  been  led  into  them 
by  the  desire  to  make  you  fully  acquainted  wills 
our  viewsj  in  the  hope  of  a cordial  good  under- 
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standing’ and  co  operation.  The  same  motives  in- 
ducems  to  transmit  to  you  a copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions we  have  prepared  for  Uiose  who  are  to  act 
for  us  at  Washington.  On  that  subject  permit  us 
to  request  that  you  may,  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, appoint  one  or  more  delegates  from  jour 
body  to  co-operate  with  oursj  as  our  successor  fiil- 
ure  may  perhaps  entirely  depend  on  the  informa- 
tion, talents,  and  zeal  of  those  deputed  to  act  for 
the  societies,  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  accept  for  yourselves, 
and  the  body  which  you  represent,  the  sincere  as- 
surance of  our  great  rospect  and  personal  consi- 
deration. 

THOMAS  KIRK,  JAMES  R.  MULLANY, 

JOHN  MEYHER,  DENNIS  M‘CARTHY, 

WM.  JAMES  M‘NEVEN, 
jyeit)  Ywk.Dec.  19,  1817. 

SlTTTtEMEHT  OF  EMIGHANTS  FROM  inFlANl). 

S'lR— We  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  memorials,  recently  presented  to 
congress,  praying  that  credit  may  be  given  to  Irish 
emigrants  settling  upon  certain  public  land  of  the 
United  States. 

Having  been  appointed,  by  the  association  which 
prepared  those  memorials,  to  attend  at  the  seat  of 
government  to  give  every  explanation  which  might 
be  deemed  necessary,  we  have  endeavored  to  as- 
certain all  the  objections  which  might  be  made  to 
a compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists; 
and  having  heard  many  of  those  objections,  we 
have  thought  that  it  might  not  be  improper  to  pre- 
sent them  to  you,  with  our  answers.  Our  object 
in  doing  this  is  to  bring  the  question  as  clasely  as 
A*e  could  to  your  view,  and  to  prevent  any  misun- 
derstanding of  our  objects,  which  might  arise  from 
a consideration  merely  of  the  memorials  them- 
selves, Our  observations,  in  reply  to  objections, 
are  necessar^y  crude;  such  time  and  authorities 
upon  political  economy  having  been  wanting,  as 
might  enable  us  to  present  them  in  a shape  worthy 
of  the  question;  such  as  they  are,  we  offer  them 
to  your  impartial  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient^ervants, 

(Signed  by  the  delegates.) 

Washington  City^  February  18,  1818. 

0:RJECTrOXS  axtici?ated,  and  answered. 

1s!5  Objection. — You  ask,  that  emigrants  from  Ire- 
land  may  be  allowed  to  purchase  public  lands  upon 
an  extensive  credit,  and  I am  opposed  to  a com- 
pliance. If  wegpant  this  favor  to  emigrants  from 
Ireland,  with  what  propriety  can  we  refuse  credit 
to  other  emigrants,  but  especially  to  our  own  citi- 
zens.'* So  that  we  might  as  well  at  once  repeal  all 
our  land  laws. 

1«^  Ans^ver. — General  rules  are  to  be  found  in 
the  statute  book  upon  all  important  subjects;  yet 

fie  same  statute  book  shews  that  they  have  all  been 
eparted  from,  and  with  advantage  very  often.  You 
have  had  a general  land  law,  yet  you  have  deviated 
in  favor  of  emigrant.s  from  various  nations;  with 
what  propriety  tlien  can  you,  to  use  your  own  ar- 
gument, now  refuse  the  like  favor  to  others.'* 
AVhether  you  ought  to  give  a general  credit,  is  a 
question  which  we  do  not  ask  you  to  consider;  we 
merely  solicit  such  a favor  as  you  have  granted  to 
others:  so  that  tlie  real  question  is,  are  the  circum- 
stances of  our  c^se  .such  as  to  warrant  your  depar- 
ture from  your  general  ruk-.^ 

2rf  Objection. — 'I'he  departure  from  the  provisions 
pf  our  land  laws,  in  the  cases  you  allude  to,  was 
ilie  effect  of  a generqus  disposition;  had  we  fore- 


seen that  it  would  be  followed  by  so  many  appli- 
cations of  a similar  nature,  the  event  would  have, 
been  different:  we  must  now  reject  every  thing  of 
the  kind.. 

2d  Answer. — I cannot  perceive  the  wisdom  of  this 
resolution.  In  my  opinion,  you  ought  to  persist  in 
granting  a credit  to  such  persons  as,  from  their 
peculiar  circumstances,  stand  in  need  of  it,  and 
such  as  are  capable  of  repaying- in  labor  the  kind- 
ness conferred.  To  shut  the  mind  and  heart  against 
all  the  app?:als  of  reason  and  humanity,  lest  those 
who  have  no  cause  to  make  such  appeals  should  be 
troublesome,  is  not  the  dictate  of  sound  judgment 
or  generosity:  You  gave  credit  to  the  Swiss,  at  the 
moment  that  you  refused  credit  to  your  own  citi- 
zens; have  your  own  citizens  upbraided  you  for  do- 
ing so?  Has  the  public  welfare  been  impaired  by 
your  generosity.?  Y^ou  gave  credit  to  the  French, 
many  of  them  possessing  capital,  and  all  of  them 
exiles,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  a military  des- 
potism, vvhich  they  supported;  have  your  citizens 
complained.?  Has  the  state  been  injured.?  How, 
then,  can  you  refuse  men  who  have  no  capital,  but 
their  labor;  men  who  are  exiles,  because  they  ab- 
hor a military  tyranny,  and  prefer  your  institutions? 

3d  Objection. — Unless  we  stop  now,  there  will  be 
no  end  to  such  applications.  I do  not  discrimi- 
nate, or  consider  tlie  poor  Swiss,  or  the  poor  Irish, 
or  the  poor  of  our  own  country.  I consider  them 
all  alike;  and  ask,  ought  credit  to  be  given  to  them 
all.?  If  credit  ought  not  to  be  given  to  them  all, 
why  should  there  be  an  exception  in  favor  of  emi- 
grants.? I consider  the  laws  as  they  are  sufficiently 
favorable.  At  particular  times  and  places,  the 
public  lands  are  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bid- 
ders; and  such  land  as  is  not  then  sold  may  imme- 
diately after  be  purchased  at  private  sale,  from  the 
public  agents,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  one-fourth 
payable  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  the  residue 
vvithin  four  years,  with  interest.  Thus  the  eighth 
of  a section,  or  eighty  acres,  may  be  purchased 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  forty  dollars 
thereof  payable  at  once,  and  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty dollars  within  four  years,  with  interest;  so  that 
the  p«)rest  man  h^is,  in  this  way,  an  easy  method  to 
acquire  land. 

3d  Ans%oer.—\  do  nof  believe  that  the  extension 
of  credit  to  all  persons,  who^e  means  to  purchase 
could  be  ascertained  to  be  inadequate,  would  be  in- 
jurious; on  the  contrary,  if  such  a scrutiny  could 
be  made,  I would  advocate  an  immediate  exten- 
sion in  all  such  cases.  But  even  if  the  process  by 
which  public  land  may  be  acquired,  were  as  simple 
as  you  mention,  the  difficulty  presents  itself,  that 
many  of  the  emigrants  from  Ireland  have  not  even 
the  forty  dollars  required  for  the  first  payment. 
Those  who  emigrate  from  Ireland,  generally  speak- 
ing, are  persons  who,  looking  forward  to  emigra- 
tion, saved  from  their  earnings  a sum  adequate  to 
the  expenses  of  their  voyage.  Experience  has 
proved,  that,  however  industrious,  many  of  them 
are  unable  to  obtain  steady  work  on  the  sea-coast 
in  the  mild  sea.sons,  much  less  are  they  enabled  to 
do  so  during  winter;  so  that  they  are  unable  to 
save  the  fbrty  dollars;  and  instead  of  that,  they  sink 
into  debt,  and  sometimes  into  vice.  But  even  if 
the  emigrant  brought  with  him,  or,  after  his  arri- 
val, earned  the  amount  of  the  first  payment  for 
land,  what  would  be  his  situation,  after  travelling 
from  1000  to  1500  miles  to  attend  a sale,  and  to 
try  to  enter  for  a part  of  a section.?  He  would  find 
himself  surrounded  by  speculators  and  agents  of 
speculators,  persons  whose  object  is  to  monopolise 
the  public  lands,  not  to  settle  upon  or  improve 
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them;  and  if  the  emigrant  should  be  able  to  enter 
Ibr  land  at  two  dollars,  the  chances  would  be  ten 
to  one  that  the  property  acquired  would  he  the 
dregs  left  by  cupidity,  perhaps  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion. 

^th  Objection. — If  the  course  of  conduct  which 
you  mention,  is  that  which  characterises  the  sales 
of  public  lands-,  still  the  emigrant  is  placed  only  in 
the  same  situation  with  the  citizen,  and  has  no 
claim  to  peculiar  favor. 

4th  Answer. — The  situation  of  the  emigrant,  al- 
low me  to  say,  is  very  unlike  that  of  the  citizen; 
the  latter,  if  poor,  travels  through  his  own  coun- 
try, has  a knowledge  of  its  customs,  and  a claim  to 
its  sympathies;  he  has  a home,  and  friends,  and  the 
means  of  acquiring  by  industry,  at  least  the  ex- 
penses of  his  journey;  he  goes  generally  in  com- 
pany .villi  relatives  and  neighbors,  to  anew  settle- 
ment, and  is  prepared  to  profit  by  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, or  to  guard  against  foul  practices. 
The  emigrant,  on  the  contrary,  departs  from  the 
sea-coasi  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a new  country,  whol- 
ly unacquainted  with  its  customs,  and  as  unable  to 
guard  against  unforeseen  evil,  as  to  profit  by  tran- 
sient advantages.  So  that  the  question  recurs,  is 
there  not,  in  the  peculiar  case  of  the  emigrant,  ao 
excuse  for  deviating,  in  a small  degree,  from  the 
general  land  law.? 

5th  Objection. — I confess,  that  I do  not  wish  to 
give  a bounty  for  the  introduction  of  emigrants, 
particularly  as  we  see  that  so  many  of  them  are 
paupers. 

5th  Answer.’— it  were  true,  that  the  grant  of 
credit  to  Irish  emigrants  would  introduce  paupers 
from  Europe,  congress  ought  to  refuse;  but,  appli- 
ed to  emigrants  from  Ireland,  your  observation  is 
as  cruel  as  it  is  unjust.  It  is  true,  that  some  of 
the  towns  in  Germany  and  Holland  have  found  it 
less  expejisive  to  transport  their  paupers  to  Ame- 
rica, than  to  build  poor  houses;  and  it  is  equally 
true,  that  the  captains  of  Dutch  ships  have  specu- 
lated upon  the  misfortunes  of  the  poor  in  Holland, 
and  brought  them  to  the  United  States  in  the  con- 
dition of  slaves  for  a term  of  years.  But  such 
cases  as  these  ought  not  to  be  brought  in  judg- 
ment against  emigrants  from  Ireland.  Notwith- 
standing its  misfortunes,  Ireland  has  such  attrac- 
tions, and  such  unchanging  hospitality,  that  the 
old  and  infirm  seldom  seek  graves  in  other  climes; 
the  mass  of  those  who  emigrate,  are  young  and 
vigorous;  there  has  not  been  an  instance  for  half 
a century  of  the  arrival  of  an  Irish  redemptioner; 
those  who  leave  their  native  country,  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  their  passage,  and  do  not  land  in  the 
United  States  as  paupers.  It  is  indeed  a most  sin- 
gular supposition,  that  the  grant  of  Credit  to  such 
emigrants  as  are  willing  to  labor  in  the  wilderness, 
would  be  a temptation  to  the  paupers  of  Europe. 
No,  those  only  would  emigrate,  who  would  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  encounter  all  the  difficul- 
ties of  change,  and  all  the  labor  of  settlement 
and  improvement  by  their  own  hands. 

6^4  Objection. — Such  is  the  increase  of  our  own 
population,  that  there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for 
encouraging  emigration. 

6th  Answer. — I will  not  contend,  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  encouraging  emigration,  but  I must  in- 
sist, that  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  will  be 
promoted  by  encouragement.  It  is  true,  that  the 
population  of  the  United  States  doubles  in  about 
twenty  three  years;  but  if  this  increase  should  con- 
tinue for  a century,  the  number  of  inhabitants  will 
still  be  inadequate  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Prance,  under  her  late  emperor,  contained  thirty- 


seven  millions  of  inhabitants,  spread  over  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  miles;  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  but  eleven  millions  of  inhabitants, 
yet  their  territories  exceed  two  millions  square 
miles.  The  jiopulation  of  France  and  of  Great 
Britain  is  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons tp  the  square  mile;  the  population  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  at  the  rate  of  only  four  persons  to  the 
square  mile:  in  other  words,  the  United  States  pos- 
sess upwards  of  six  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
upon  which  no  trace  of  labor  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

7th  Objection. — Such,  however,  is  the  increase  of 
population,  and  of  purchases  of  public  lands,  that 
the  president  has  recommended  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  them;  a circumstance  which  shews  that 
there  is  not  a necessity  for  the  introduction  of  emi- 
grants. 

7th  Answer. — I repeat,  that  I do  not  assert  that 
there  is  a necessity  for  emigrants;  but  I contend, 
that  it  is  sound  policy  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
shall  quickly  make  the  emigrant  useful.  The  pub- 
lic lands  are  of  no  value  without  population;  and 
population  is  a burden  unless  its  industry  exceeds 
its  wants;  so  that  in  reality  it  is  labor,  and  not  land, 
that  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  United 
States.  As  to  the  recommendation  of  the  president, 
it  must  be  tested  like  the  opinion  of  all  other  men 
invested  with  authority.  Instead  of  assenting  to 
the  truth  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  positions,  the  committee 
on  public  lands  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
specially  instructed  to  consider  this  subject,  and 
long  acquainted  with  it,  entirely  differ  in  their  con- 
clusions— they  have  reported  to  congress  “that  the 
uninhabited  wilds  of  our  forests  are  not  disposed 
of  at  too  low  a price:”  nay,  the  committee  use  this 
emphatic  language: — “Indeed,  the  committee  feel 
themselves  somewhat  apprehensive,  that  the  United. 
States,  so  far  from  being  enabled  to  increase,  will 
find  themselves  compelled  to  lessen  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  or  to  forego  the  golden  dreams 
they  indulge  in,  of  enormous  revenue  to  arise  from 
their  sale.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  heretofore, 
the  public  has  been  the  monopolist  of  land;  that, 
notwithstanding  this  advantage,not  more  than  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  acres  have  been  disposed  of  for 
a sum  less  than  nineteen  millions  of  dollars,  and 
that  too  during  a space  of  eighteen  or  twenty  years.” 
What  can  be  more  conclusive  than  this  ? The 
U.  States  possess  upwards  of  six  hundred  millions 
of  acres,  and  they  have  sold  but  nine  millions  in 
twenty  years.  Who,  then,  will  deny  the  importance 
of  population,  or  the  propriety  of  the  increase  of 
inhabitants  who  are  capable  of  labor.?  Putting  out 
of  the  question  the  honor  which  this  nation  derives 
from  affording  an  asylum  to  the  stranger,  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  nation  to  be  hospitable  and  generous 
— and  not  only  generous,  blit  it  is  its  interest  to 
remove  every  barrier  which  may  prevent  the  mul- 
tiplication of  useful  industry.  In  this  point  of  view, 
the  cases  of  the  citizen  and  emigrant  are  wholly 
dissimilar:  remove  the  citizen  where  you  may,grai!t 
him  whdt  privileges  you  choose,  the  population  and 
industry  of  the  country  are  not  increased;  if  he 
goes  to  the  west,  the  land  he  occupied  in  the  east 
is  vacant,  and  his  labor  is  the  same.  But  the  emi- 
grant is  altogether  an  acquisition;  his  labor  is  an 
addition  to  national  wealth;  the  land  he  tills  is  so 
much  redeemed  from  nature;  and  the  taxes  he  pays 
are  an  increase  of  national  means. 

%th  Objection. — Even  if  I were  to  assent  to  your 
opinions  in  this  respect,  I have  many  other  objec- 
tions. 

8^/i  Answer. — Ad‘mit  but  the  principle,  that  the 
case  considered  warrants  a departure  from  the  ge  > 
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neral  land  law,  and  you  may  adopt  such  details  as 
you  please  to  remedy  minor  objections.  Yet  I shall 
be  glad  to  hear  all  that  you  can  urge  against  the 
grant  of  credit. 

9th  Objection. — 1 am  not  sure  that  the  emigrant 
would  be  benefited  by  the  credit. 

9th  Answer. — Those  who  ask  the  credit  derive 
their  origin  from  the  country  of  which  the  emigrant 
is  a native.  They  volunteer  in  this  appeal  to  con- 
gress solely  from  motives  of  humanity.  They  are 
impelled  by  affections,  at  once,  for  the  country  of 
their  ancestors,  and  for  that  of  themselves  and 
posterity.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  imagined,  that 
a favor  would  be  asked  for  the  emigrant,  if  it  was 
not  fully  believed  that  his  condition  would  be  made 
happy  by  the  grant  of  it.  At  present,  the  situation 
of  the  emigrant  upon  the. sea-coast  is  pitiable;  no 
change  could  make  it  more  so;  whilst  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  would  become  indepen- 
dent and  happy  in  a new  settlement,  on  a prolific 
soil,  surrounded  by  his  countrymen. 

IQth  Objection. — You  now  remind  me  of  another 
objection.  I do  not  think  it  sound  policy,  either  for 
this  country  or  for  the  emigrants,  that  they  should 
be  collected  in  one  district  by  themselves;  without 
mingling  with  the  natives,  the  emigrant  would  re- 
main ignorant  of  his  duties  and  interests;  his  preju- 
dices would  be  transferred  to  his  posterity,  and 
those  prejudices  would,  at  length,  be  characteristic 
of  the  district  or  state  in  which  he  had  settled. 

19th  Answer — I admit  that  this  objection  deserves 
consideration;  it  may,  however,  be  very  readily 
surmounted;  all  that  is  necessary  is,  that  instead  of 
issuing  permits  to  settle  upon  adjoining  sections  or 
half  sections,  the  emigrants  should  be  authorized 
to  settle  upon  alternate  sections  or  half  sections 
only;  thus  the  remaining  or  intervening  sections 
would  be  settled  by  other  persons,  and  the  value  of 
those  intervening  sections  would  be  greatly  enhanc- 
ed, to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

llth  Objection. — This  remedy  would  probably 
answer;  but  I fear  that  a population  might  be  intro- 
duced, many  members  of  which  would  be  idle  or 
vicious. 

llth  Answer. — It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  emi- 
grants might  be  idle  or  vicious;  but  I can  assure 
you,  that  every  precaution  would  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  settlement  of  such  persons  on  the  land 
asked  on  credit.  Although  the  memorials  laid  be- 
fore congress  ask  particular  terms,  the  agents  ap- 
pointed by  the  associations  of  New-York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore,  to  deliver  these  memorials, 
have  received  such  instructions  as  authorise  them 
to  vary  the  prayer,  and  to  submit  the  following 
propositions: 

1.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should  be 

authorized  to  designate  and  set  apart -town- 

ships, each  of  six  miles  square,  in  the  Illinois  ter- 
ritory, east  of  the  military  bounty  lands,  each  al- 
ternate section  thereof  to  be  settled  by  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  sold  to  them  at  two  dollars  per 
acre,  on  a credit  of  four  years  for  one-third,  eight 
years  for  one-third,  and  twelve  years  for  the  last 
instalment,  with  interest  upon  the  several  sums. 

2.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should  be 
at  liberty  to  reject  applications,  unless  the  applicant 
emigrants  should  be  satisfactorily  recommended  by 
some  of  the  Irish  emigrant  associations,  as  moral 
and  industrious  men. 

3.  That  no  contract  should  be  made  with  any 
emigrant,  unless  he  would  engage  to  improve  at 
least  twenty  of  each  one  hundred  acres,  and  erect 
a tenement  suitable  fpr  his  abode. 


4.  That  no  contract  should  be  binding  upon  the 
United  States,  nor  title  vest  in  any  emigrant  set* 
ler,  unless  he  had  made  the  improvement  and  set- 
tlement abovementioned,  and  fully  paid  for  the  land 
icontracted  for. 

5.  That  no  contract  should  be  made,  or  patent 
issued,  to  any  settler,  or  his  heirs,  for  more  than 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

6.  That  in  every  instance  in  which  the  condi- 
tions of  improvement,  settlement  and  payment, 
should  not  be  complied  with  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  twelve  years,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury should  cause  the  lands  so  forfeited  to  be  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States:  provided,  that 
in  every  case  in  which  payment  in  part  had  been 
made,  the  sum  or  sums  paid  should  be  refunded  to 
the  emigrant  settler  or  his  heirs. 

A bill,  framed  upon  such  principles  as  these, 
would,  I think,  be  sufficiently  advantageous  to  the 
emigrant,  and  would  reserve  to  the  United  States 
ample  control  or  redress,  in  case  of  any  miscon- 
duct or  neglect.  An  industrious  population,  and 
no  other,  would  be  introduced;  idleness  would  be 
abashed;  and,  in  my  opinion,  such  is  the  natural 
anxiety  of  man  to  acquire  property  in  land,  and  to 
have  a house  of  his  own,  that,  though  twelve  years 
credit  is  asked,  the  emigrant,  in  seven  of  every  ten 
cases,  would  pay  for  the  tract  allotted  to  him  with.^ 
in  four  or  six  years  after  his  contract  had  been 
made.  If  these  provisions  are  not  sufficiently  ex-? 
plicit  to  prevent  every  thing  like  speculation  upon 
the  United  States,  I ask  you  to  devise  others;  the 
. more  strong  you  nuke  the  barrier  against  inroads 
of  selfishness,  the  more  you  will  oblige  the  associa- 
tions and  serve  the  emigrants. 

12th  Objection. — After  all,  I must  return  to  my 
principal  objection — that  the  circumstances  you 
mention  do  not  warrant  our  departure  from  our 
general  rule, 

12/A  Ansxoer. — And  I again  say,  that  the  rule  has 
been  repeatedly  departed  from,  without  complaint 
or  injury,  in  cases  less  meritorious  than  those  now 
under  consideration:  To  justify  the  departure  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  sufficient — that  you  introduce  new 
labor — that  you  add  to  the  population — that  you 
improve  waste  lands — that  you  increase  the  reve- 
nue, by  the  price  of  the  land,  and  the  taxes  paid— 
that  you  enhance  the  value  of  new  lands,  without 
depressing  the  value  of  old — that  you  remove  from 
the  sea  board  a vast  number  of  persons,  who  are 
necessarily  idle  during  a great  part  of  the  year,  and 
comparatively  so,  during  the  rest— that  you  give  to 
the  world  n new  proof  of  your  liberality,  and  create 
for  the  United  States  new  claims  upon  the  gratitude 
of  the  descendants  of  Irishmen,  who  are  very  nu- 
merous in  our  country. 

13^/j  Objebtion. — I had  forgotten  to  enquire,  how 
those  emigrants  are  to  get  to  tl^e  contemplated  set- 
tlement.? 

loth  Ansxuer. — The  associations  which  pray  that 
credit  may  be  given,  have  collected  funds;  they  are 
inadequate  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  emigrants  if 
they  remain  long  on  the  sea-board,  but  the  associa- 
cions  hope  that  those  funds  will  be  sufficient  to  en- 
able them  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  necessary 
journey  to  the  land  of  promise.  It  is  confidently 
believed,  that  numerous  families,  whose  fathers 
were  born  in  Ireland,  but  who  have  long  been  in  the 
United  States,  would  remove  to  the  neighborhood 
of  the  contemplated  settlement,  and  purchase  the 
adjoining  lands  from  the  United  States;  this  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  settler  and  to  the 
United  States.  “ 
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Report  of  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  on  peti‘ 
tioTLS  of  Irish  emigrant  associations  of  J\'ew  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Pittsburg. 

Feb.  25, 1818 — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  committee  on  the  public  lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Irish  emigrant  as- 
sociations of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  Pittsburg,  have  had  the  same  under  conside- 
ration,  and  report — 

That  the  petitioners  ask  that  a portion  of  the 
public  land  lying  in  the  Illinois  territory,  may  be 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  being  settled  by  emi 
grants  from  Ireland,  to  whom  it  is  requested  the 
lands  may  be  sold  on  an  extended  credit.  For  the 
reasons  urged  in  favor  of  this  application,  the  com- 
mittee refer  the  house  to  the  petitions  themselves. 

The  following  specific  propositions  were  also 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee 
by  the  agents  of  the  petitioners,  viz, 

1.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should  be 

authorized  to  designate  and  set  apart town- 

ships, each  of  six  miles  square,  in  the  Illinois  ter- 
ritory, east  of  the  military  bounty  lands,  each  alter- 
nate section  thereof  to  be  settled  by  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  sold  to  them  at  two  dollars  per , 
acre,  on  a credit  of  four  years  for  one-third,  eight 
years  for  one-third,  and  twelve  years  for  the  last 
instalment,  with  interest  upon  the  several  sums. 

2.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should  be 
at  liberty  to  reject  applications,  unless  the  appli- 
cant emigrants  should  be  satisfactorily  recommend- 
ed by  some  of  the  Irish  emigrant  associations,  as 
moral  and  industrious  men, 

3-  That  no  contract  should  be  made  with  any 
emigrant,  unless  he  would  engage  to  improve  at 
least  twenty  of  each  one  hundred  acres^  and  erect 
a tenement  suitable  for  his  abode. 

4.  That  no  contract  should  be  binding  upon  the 
United  States,  nor  title  vest  in  any  emigrant  settler, 
unless  he  had  made  the  improvement  and  settle- 
ment abovementioned,  and  fully  paid  for  the  land 
contracted  for. 

5.  That  no  contract  should  be  made,  or  patent 
issued,  to  any  settler,  or  his  heirs,  for  more  than 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 

6.  That  in  every  instance  in  which  the  conditions 
of  improvement,  settlement,  and  payment  should 
not  be  complied  with  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  twelve  years,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
should  cause  the  lands  so  forfeited  to  be  sold,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States;  provided,  that  in 
every  case  in  which  payment  in  part  had  been  made, 
the  sum  or  sums  paid,  should  be  refunded  to  the 
^migrant  settler,  or  his  heirs. 

The  committee  refer  to  their  reports  on  several 
analogous  cases,  some  of  which  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  house;  and  others  which  still  lie  on 
the  table,  for  the  reasons  that  induce  them  to  re- 
commend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


For 

Abbott 
Allen,  Mass. 
Allen,  Vermont 
Anderson,  Ky. 
Austin 
Ball 

Barbour,  Va. 
Barber,  Ohio 
Bassett 
Bayley 
Beecher 


the  report- 

Blount 

Boss 

Bryan 

Burwell 

Campbell 

Claibourne 

Cobb 

Colston 

Cook 

Earle 

Edwi^rds 


-Messrs. 

Forney 
Garnett 
Hall,  Bel. 
Hall,  N.  C. 
Hitchcock 
Hogg 

Holmes,  Con. 
Huntingdon 
Irving,  N.  Y. 
Johnson,  Va. 
Jones 
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Lowndes 

Owen 

Simkins 

McLane 

Pindall 

Slocumb 

McCoy 

Pitkin 

Bal.  Smith 

Marr 

Pleasants 

Alex.  Smyth 

Mason,  Mass. 

Poindexter 

J.  S,  Smith 

Mason,  R.  I. 

Quarles 

Steward,  N,  C. 

fiercer 

Rice 

Terrell 

Middleton 

Ringgold 

Terry 

Miles 

Robertson,  Ky. 

Trimble 

Morton 

Robertson,  Lou. 

Tucker,  Va. 

Mosely 

Sampson 

Tucker,  S.  C. 

Mumford 

Savage 

Tyler 

Jer.  Neilson 

Seudder 

Whitman 

T.  M.  Neilson 

Settle 

Williams,  Con. 

Nesbitt 

Seybert 

Williams,  N.  C. 

New 

Shaw 

Wilson,  Mass. 

Orr 

Sherwood 

—S3. 

Against  the  report — Messrs. 

Adams 

Harrison 

Peter 

Anderson,  Penn.  Hasbrouck 

Porter 

Baldwin 

Hendricks 

Reed 

Bellinger 

Herkimer 

Rhea 

Bennett 

Herrick 

Rich 

Boden 

Hdster 

Richards 

Butler 

Holmes,  Mass. 

Sawyer 

ClagetT 

Hubbard 

Sergeant 

Comstock 

Hunter 

Silsbee 

Crafts 

Johnson,  Ken. 

Spencer 

Crawford 

Kinsey 

Stuart,  Maryland ' 

Cruger 

Kirtland 

Tallmadge 

Cushman 

Lawyer 

Tarr 

Darlington 

Little 

Taylor 

Desha 

Livermore 

lompkins 

Drake 

Merrill 

Townsend 

Ellicott 

Moore 

Upham 

Erwin—S.  C. 

Mtfrray 

Walker,  Ky, 

Floyd 

H.  Neilson 

Wallace 

Folger 

Newton 

Wendover 

Forsyth 

Ogle 

Whiteside 

Fuller 

Palmer 

Williams,  N.  Y. 

Gage 

Parrot 

Wilkin— ri 

Hale 

Patterson 

So  the  petitions  of  the  associations  were  rejected. 


Indian  War. 

Milledgeville,  May  12. 

Ertract  of  a letter  from  gen.  Glasscock,  commanding 
the  detachment  of  Georgia  militia,  lately  in  service, 
to  the  editors  of  this  paper,  dated 

“Hartford,  May  2,  1818, 

“I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  command 
has  safely  arrived  at  this  place,  having  encounter- 
ed difficulties  almost  insurmountable.  The  object 
of  the  expedition  being  accocnplished,  we  were 
permitted  to  return  via  Mickasukie—having  no 
meat  on  hand  it  was  all  important  to  make  a forced 
march  to  fort  Early;  the  men  were  called  upon  to 
know  whether  they  were  willing  to  risque  them- 
selves upon  what  corn  they  had,  which  amounted 
to  about  six  days  rations;  it  was  determined  that 
they  were,  ’tye,  therefore,  on  the^,20th  of  April, 
took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  arriving  at  Micka- 
sukie,  a number  of  our  mert  were  almost  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  hunger.  Providence  it  appeared 
smiled  upon  us;  our  pilot,  who  was  an  Indian,  ob- 
serving a small  trail,  pursued  it  for  some  distance, 
and  arrived  at  a hut  which  had  not  been  discovered 
on  our  advance.  It  contained  50  or  60  bushels  of 
corn;  every  countenance,  whicli  had  but  a few  mo- 
ments before  been  marked  with  despair,  was  com- 
pletely brightened;  a spirit  of  animation  flashed 
throughout  the  line;  but  it  proved  only  temporary, 
for  when  arriving  near  the  Terry,  opposite  Chehaw, 
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where  we  expected  a plentiful  supply  of  beef,  in- 
formation reached  us  that  the  Chehaw  village  was 
destroyed,  and  that  it  could  not  be  procured.  Never 
were  feelings  more  shocked  than  they  were  on  the 
receipt  of  this  news.  My  adjutant,  major  Robison, 
who  was  in  our  advance  with  a small  detachment 
of  men  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  provisions, 
sent  a runner  to  get  the  Indians,  who  from  fear 
were  lying  out,  to  come  in,  assuring  them  they 
would  receive  protection. — Five  of  them  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  do  so,  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  river, 

I found  them  there,  and  obtained  from  them  24 
head  of  cattle,  but  for  which  many  of  my  com- 
mand would  not  have  been  able  to  reach  fort  Early 
tinder  four  or  five  days,  having  suffered  so  mate- 
rially from  hunger. 

To  say  more  to  you  than  I have  already  said  on 
the  subject  of  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  in  the 
Chehaw  town,  appears  to  me  almost  useless.  If 
ever  there  was  a transaction  calculated  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  the  state  and  throw  a shade  of  ©en- 
sure on  an  officer,  it  is  the  destruction  of  that  town, 
and  the  circumstances  relating  thereto.  I have 
had  an  interview  with  the  officer  commanding  fort 
Early  (captain  Bothwell,)  and  his  lieut.  Mr.  Jones, 
who  was  present  at  the  massacre,  as  well  as  with 
some  of  the  Indians,  and  from  what  comes  within 
ray  own  knowledge,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it 
was  an  unwarrantable  act.  What,  permit  me  to 
ask,  must  be  the  feeling  of  every  individual  when 
informed,  that  in  passing  through  that  town,  we 
not  only  obtained  a large  quantity  of  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  but  had  to  leave  some  of  our 
sick  under  the  protection  of  these  very  people;  and 
that  40  out  of  about  80  of  that  particular  town, 
were  regularly  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  U. 
States,  and  have  been  and  were  rendering  import- 
ant services  at  the  time  their  property  was  destroy- 
fed,  and  in  all  probability  some  of  their  nearest  re- 
lations murdered.  In  fact,  it  has  been  represented, 
from  a source  which  admits  of  no  dobut,  that  one 
of  the  the  Indians  from  fort  Scott,  who  was  on  fur- 
lough, was  killed  in  the  affray;  major  Howard,  an 
Indian  whose  friendship  was  never  before  doubted 
— an  Indian  who  in  the  most  hazardous  time  accom- 
panied major  Woodward  to  fort  Gaines;  he  even 
after  the  firing  and  murder  commenced,  conscious 
of  his  friendship,  stepped  from  within  his  doors  in 
front  of  the  line,  with  the  flag  of  friendship;  it  was 
not  respected;  a general  fire  was  made;  he  fell  and 
was  bayonted.  If  such  acts  as  these  be  tolerated, 
security  can  never  be  given  to  our  frontiers,  unless 
there  be  a general  extermination.  Already  has 
the  life  of  one  man  , been  forfeited.  Three  men  who 
were  left  at  fort  Scott  sick,  obtained  a furlough  and 
not  being  apprised  of  the  destruction  of  the  town, 
passed  through  the  place.  On  arriving  at  the  river, 
one  of  them,  in  obtaining  a canoe  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing,  was  killed;  the  other  two  immediately 
returned;  one  of  them  only  has  arrived — it  is  ap- 
prehended the  other  is  lost.  On  my  arrival  at  fort 
Early,  finding  that  no  express  had  been  sent  on,  I 
immediately  procured  one  and  have  sent  it  to  fort 
Scott,  apprising  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
post  of  the  circumstance,  and  guarding  him  against 
suffering  bis  men  to  come  off  in  such  parties;  an  ex- 
):)ress  has  also  been  sent  on  to  gen.  Jackson  and  gen. 
< Baines.”  [Georgia  Journal. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  ISTEELIGENCER. 

In  the  anxious  hope  that  there  was  some  mistake 
“n  the  circumstances  of  the  narration,  we  have  for 
.•^ou'.e  days  foreborne  to  lay  before  our  readers  the 


account  too  fully  confirmed,  which  we  now  publish* 
of  the  unfortunate  massacre  of  a party  of  friendly 
Indians,  in  Georgia,  whilst  engaged  in  the  peacea- 
ble pursuit  of  their  domestic  avocations.  This 
horrible  incident  is  of  a character  to  excite  the 
commiseration  of  the  most  implacable  enemy  of  | 
the  Indian  race.  It  is  an  outrage  on  humanity, 
which  cannot  be  too  sincerely  lamented,  nor  too 
fully  atoned. 

There  is,  even  for  those  Indians  who  take  up  arms 
against  us,  a palliation  for  their  offence — they  are 
misled  by  foreign  artifice;  they  are  under  the  influ- 
ence  of  a religious  impulse  entitled  to  pity,  though  j 
to  no  more  respect  than  we  are  willing  to  allow  to  !» 
all  fanaticism.  They  should  be  conquered  by  be-  i 
neficence  rather  than  by  force;  and  it  is  always  pain- 
ful to  find  the  last  resort  unavoidable,  as  in  the  pre-  I 
sent  war.  It  is  lamentable  indeed,  to  find,  that  in 
the  progress  of  the  war,  the  friendly  have  been  con- 
founded with  the  hostile,  and  that  our  fellow  be- 
ings have  been  hunted  like  the  buffalo  and  the  deer, 
and  slain  with  as  little  remorse  and  as  little  discri-  P 
mination.  f 

la  grieving  over  this  incident — in  calling  upon 
the  government  to  relieve  the  surviving  sufferers, 
and  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  broken  hearted — 
far  be  it  from  us  to  pretend  to  pronounce  on  the 
character  of  it,  as  deducible  from  the  conduct  of  , 
the  perpetrators.  We  certainly  incline  to  believe, 
from  the  evidence  we  have  seen,  that  it  was  one  of  ' 
those  unfortunate  mistakes,  which,  during  a war,  ; 
have  frequently  occurred,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  , 
land,  under  commanders  the  most  intelligent  and 
skilful.  Bodies  of  the  same  army  have  frequently  | 
encountered  each  other,  in  consequence  of  mistak- 
ing one  another  for  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  dis- 
covered their  error  only  when  mutual  loss  compel-  i 
led  them  to  desist  from'the  combat.  Instances  of 
such  accidents  are  to  be  found  in  the  greatest  bat- 
tles ever  foughf,  though  they  more  frequently  oc- 
cur in  skirmishes,  such  as  those  which  have  cha- 
racterized the  present  Indian  war;  and  may  be  more 
readily  pardoned  in  the  heat  of  pursuit,  to  a party  ; 
of  exasperated  militia,  led  by  a nominal  commander. 
Let  us  hope,  that  the  enquiry,  which  is  to  be  imme-  ' 
diately  instituted  into  this  transaction,  will  even-  j 
tuate  in  proving  that  one  Indian  town  was  mista- 
ken for  another;  and  that  we  may  have  the  consola- 
tion of  finding,  that  what  we  know  to  have  been  a 
cruel  slaugliter  of  unresisting  friends,  was  not  also 
an  act  of  cold  blooded  treachery.  But,  should  it 
prove  otherwise,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States 
we  wash  our  hands  of  the  shame  of  the  transaction: 
such  an  act  could  not  stain  the  cliaracter  of  a peo- 
ple who  would  view  it  with  unanimous  abhorrence. 

Augusta,  (Geo.)  May  13. 

We  have  seen  a letter  from  fort  Deposit,  of  April 
2,  signed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek-Path-Town, 
viz. 

IVavsaucy,  the  Speaker  and  the  Mink^  giving  an 
account  of  the  murder  of  young  Duke,  a white  boy, 
which  recently  took  place  among  them. 

The  facts  appear  to  be,  that  Siookey,  a Cherokee 
Indian,  in  a fit  of  intoxication  stmck  the  lad  With 
a large  slab  on  the  head,  of  which  he  died  the  ensu- 
ing day;  Siookey  fled  and  was  pursued  by  a com- 
pany of  light  horse,  commanded  by  captain  Brown, 
and  on  tlie  twelfth  day  thereafter  was  shot.  The 
chiefs  were  anxious  to  arrest  him  and  deliver  him 
up  to  the  civil  authority,  but  he  was  so  armed  that 
tliey  could  not  effect  that  object  without  hazarding 
the  lives  of  some  of  the  party. 
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Foreign  Articles. 

EirOEAND.  &C. 

The  budget  of  the  year  has  been  offered  to  parlia- 
ment, The  sum  required  is  ^.21, 000,000 — the  ways 
and  means  only  ^.9, 000, 000  deficit  /.14,000,000,  to 
be  raised  by  the  creation  of  a new  stock  and  by  ex- 
chequer bills,  funded.  This  is  independent  of  the 
business  respecting  the  debt. 

American  6 per  cents.  April  21,  102|  to  one  103; 
bank  shares  31  to  32^.  but  *^nothing  dene,**  in  the  last. 
British  stocks,  3 per  cent,  consols.  79|. 

American  flour — 5os.  would  be  taken,  but  only 
505.  were  offered. 

A motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  window  tax  in 
Ireland,  was  lost  in  the  house  of  commons,  by  a 
majority  of  16. 

The  restriction  on  the  bank  of  England,  f as  to 
paying  specie J was  to  be  continued  for  another 
year. 

The  possible  return  of  the  British  army  from 
France  has  been  mentioned  by  ministers  in  parlia- 
ment; but  it  is  made  to  depend  on  the  French  go- 
vernment and  people  satisfying  all  the  just  claims 
on  them. 

It  is  estimated  that  3000  persons  lost  their  lives 
on  the  British  coasts  in  the  late  gales.? 

The  property  of  the  late  baron  Qulntella,  of  Lis- 
bon, in  England,  oaly,  amounted  to  400, — the 
duty  paid  on  his  effects  there  was  5,250/. 

A law  has  been  passed  by  the  British  parliament 
reducing  and  limiting  the  number  of  hours  that 
children  shall  be  required  to  labor  in  manufactories 
where  they  are  employed — and  providing  for  their 
instruction.  An  attempt  is  also  making  t®  lessen 
the  number  of  hours  which  adults  shall  be  requir- 
ed to  labor,  and  to  prevent  children  from  being 
hired  till  they  are  twelve  years  of  age. 

The  reverend  John  Gee  Smith,  a rector,  has  been 
presented  with  a “valuable  silv^  ink-stand”  for 
the  “zeal  manifested  by  him  in  support  of  the  game 

XAWS.’* 

America.  The  editor  of  the  Courier  notices,  on 
the  first  of  April,  in  a very  emphatic  manner,  the 
preparations  going  on  in  this  country,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  naval  depots,  and  concludes  by  observ- 
ing. 

“The  zeal  and  activity  with  which  America  is 
pursuing  her  plans  of  naval  aggrandizement  and 
security,  should  at  least  be  borne  in  mind  by  our- 
selves. We  wish  to  inspire  no  peevish  jealousies 
or  suspicions,  but  only  to  awaken  a proper  caution, 
which  should  contemplate  future  contingencies,” 
militia.  The  following  lictle  paragraph  has 
much  meaning  in  it — the  jealousy  of  the  rulers  of 
England  will  yet  absolutely  deprive  the  people  of 
the  use  of  arms,  and  then  despotism  will  be  com- 
pleted— The  London  Gazette  contains  an  order  in 
council,  directing-  that  the  calling  out  of  the  mili- 
tia for  the  purpose  of  being  trained  and  exercised, 
shall  for  the  present  year  be  suspended. 

Good! — On  the  15th,  lord  Castlereagh,  in  conse- 
quence of  a message  from  the  prince  regent, 
brought  forward  a modest  proposition  in  the  house 
of  commons,  for  some  further  provision  for  the 
I dukes  of  Clarence  and  Cambridge,  on  their  intend- 
ed marriages,  the  former  with  a princess  of  Saxe 
Meinugen,  and  the  latter  with  a princess  of  Hesse. 
A proposition  to  reduce  the  amount  was  carried 
against  ministers,  by  a vote  _of  193  to  184. 

But  this  is,  probably,  only  a mancsuvre  in  favor  of 
economy— -to  make  poor  John  believe  that  if  the 
ministers  pleased  thej  could  not  have  procured  a 
different  vot6l 


The  Leeds  Alercury  of  April  11,  says — “At  the 
Lancaster  assizes,  49  persons  were  sentenced  to 
death,  for  forgery,  passing  forged  bank  notes,  mur- 
der, larcenies,  &c. 

Appeal  for  murder.  The  case  df  Ashford  vs. 
Thornton,  has  been  several  times  noticed — the 
judges  have  at  last  unanimously  decreed, “that  there 
oe  a trial  by  battle,  unless  the  appellant  show  reason 
why  the  defendant  should  not  depart  without  a day. 
At  a subsequent  session  of  the  court  this  ridiculous 
affair  was  dismissed. 

Revolution.  The  following  animated  article  is 
from  the  Dublin  Evening  Post — “The  condition  in- 
to which  the  American  president’s  message  has 
thrown  the  treasury  scribes  it  truly  pitiable.  They 
would  willingly  pass  this  sublime  document  by: 
sublime — not  in  words;  not  in  rhetoric;  not  in  fi- 
gures; but  in  plain  and  simple  facts.  They  would 
fling  it  into  the  shade,  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
the  public  feel  disposed  to  treat  a speech  of  the 
wretched  Bourbon,  or  the  vassal  king  o f Belgium! 
But,  alas!  it  was  not  to  be  done.  Mr.  James  Mo7i- 
roe,  with  his  plain  brown  coat,  and  round,  unbuck- 
led, unbuttoned,  and  unfeathered  hat,  is  a greater 
man,  and  stands  on  a higher  eminence,  than  all  the 
popinjay  and  magpie  things  who  strut  and  gabble, 
and  fret  their  little  hour  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  their  ribbons,  crosses  and  gewgaws.^ — 
What  ratsbane  and  helebore  to  the  conceited  and 
heartless  men,  who  think  the  world  was  made  for 
them  to  play  their  monkey  and  tiger  tricks  in — anci 
who  regard  mankind  as  grass  and  weeds  to  bruise 
and  trample  upon  at  pleasure!  O,  legitimates!  you. 
have  done  but  half  your  work!  Revolution  is  still 
abroad,  and  in  its  most  formidable  shape— not  in 
legions  and  parks  of  artillery — in  desolation  and 
in  blood:  but  in  peace,  in  plenty,  and  in  self  govern- 
ment— in  freedom!  Do — good  legitimates — arm, 
and  march  to  America — be  sure,  if  the  heptjblic 
be  not  crushed  in  lime,  “your  goodly  kingdoms 
stand  on  a weak  foundation.” 

Stocks. — A|  Liverpool  paper  gives  the  following 
statement  to  shew  the  difference  of  interest  receiv- 
ed on  the  French  and  British  stocks,  at  their  pre- 
sent prices.  It  appears  to  be  very  great — one  cause 
for  it  may  be  a want  of  confidence  as  to  the  stability 
of  the  government  of  France,  but  it  may  also  be  in 
the  supe^jior  knowledge  of  the  British  in  managing 
the  paper  system;  which  they  understand  so  well 
as  to\have  driven  one  fifth  of  the  laboring  classes 
into  their  poor  houses  by  it. 

The  French  five  per  cents,  are  at  present 
at  66,  which  yields  an  annual  interest, 
per  cent,  of  about  Z7  11  6 

The  reduced  three  per  cent,  (the  divi- 
dend on  which  is  paid  about  th'e  same 
time  as  the  French,)  are  now  at  81, 
yielding  an  annual  interest  on  100/.  of  3 14.  0 

Difference  /3  17  6 
It  appears  from  parliamentary  returns  that  the  ex- 
cess of  crimes  last  year,  over  that  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding, and  all  the  years,  is  most  striking.  In  1817, 
there  were  near  14,000  commitments;  in  1816,  only 
9,001;  and  during  the  seven  years  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  numbers  is  from  5,000  to  13,0Q0!  In  the 
present  Old  Bailey  Calendar  there  are  79  per- 
sons under  20  years  of  age  for  trial;  and  of  these 
26  are  under  15,  and  30  between  15  and  18  years. 

CoTjNTERFEiTisG. — fu  the  liouse  of  comtno7is,  April 
21. — Mr.  Best,  from  the  bank  of  England,  brought 
up  an  account  of  the  number  of  persons  prosecuted 
for  forgeries  of  bank  notes:  and  sir  J.  Mackintosh 
brought  forward  his  motion  connected  with  this 
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subject.  For  14  years  before  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments,  there  were  four  prosecutions  by 
the  bank;  and  for  the  14  years  after  the  suspension, 
there  were  469!  He  would  then  ask,  if  m the  liis- 
tory  of  criminal  law,  there  was  any  example  of 
such  great  and  extensive  increase  of  crime.  The 
enormous  increase  of  forgery  was  solely  caused  by 

the  increase  of  small  notes  from  the  bank. He 

concluded  with  moving  for  a secret  committee  to 
enquire  ihto  the  affairs  of  the  bank  as  connected 
with  forgeries;  and  for  an  account  of  the  nominal 
value  of  forged  bank  notes  presented  to  the  bank 
from  1816  to  1818;  an  account  of  the  sums  expend- 
ed by  the  bank  for  the  prosecutions  for  forgeries 
during  the  same  period.  The  mot  ions  were  agreed  to. 

[If  the  ca^ise  were  removed  the  effect  would  cease. 
The  cause  is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely  in  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  bank;  for  by  excessive 
issues  of  paper  which  is  not  redeemed,  bank-notes 
have  lost  the  dignified  character  they  once  held  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  the  turn  of  mind 
is  easily  taken  that  one  person  may  as  -veil  make  pa- 
per money  as  another;  if  it  passes,  it  is  just  as  good!/ 

Less  than  twenty  years  ago  it  was  so  with  us  that 
if  a store-keeper  received  a counterfeit  bank  note, 
the  whole  neighborhood  was  collected  to  examine 
it,  and  he  who  passed  it  was  hotly  pursued.  But 
now,  when,  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
and  the  loss  of  honor  in  many  of  our  banking  estab- 
lishments, “bank”  notes  have  been  multiplied  to  a 
villainous  extent,  we  examine  every  note  to  see  that 
it  is  not  a counterfeit;  and  the  thing  has  become  so 
common  that  it  excites  no  suspicion  of  a man’s  ho- 
nesty for  attempting  to  pass  one,  if  it  is  unconnected 
with  other  unfavorable  circumstances!  Some  per- 
sons have  hoped  that  the  success  of  counterfeiting 
and  in  changing  the  denominations  of  notes,may  have 
an  effect  in  hastening  the  destruction  of  a rotten 
system — but  really,!  woujd  not  have  it  destroyed  by 
such  means!  Let  us  equally  discourage  every  class 
of  money  mamifacturers;  and  prosecute  a bank  for 
offering-its  counterfeit  paper,  as  zealously  as  we  do 
individuals  for  making  it.  It  is  time  to  call  things 
by  their  right  names — and  the  soft  term  speculation 
must  no  longer  be  applied  to  forgery.  Let  the  rules 
that  apply  to  individuals  be  applied  to  banks,  and 


the  progress  of  crime  will  be  checked.] 

Army  estimates  for  the  year  1818. 

The  total  number,  including  officers  and 

men,  is  133,539 

Of  these,  troops  in  France,  are  22,993 

Ditto  in  India  19,899 

Deduct  the  sum  of  these  two,  viz,  — 42,892 


Remain  90,674 

Add  corps  ordered  for  India  4,299 

Add  corps  to  be  reduced  in  1818  4,200 


Together  99,146 

Then  deduct  corps  ordered  for  India  4,299 


Remain  94,847 
These  troops  are  to  be  provided  for 


at  a charge  amounting  to  6,494,290  10  4 


Of  which  Great  Britain  is  to  sup- 
plv  Z5, 312,232  9 0 

And  Ireland  1,181,058  1 4 

Coinage  &c. — The  amount  of  Sovereigns  issued 

last  year  was  3,224,025i;.;  Half  Sovereigns  1,037, 

2951.  Total  4,261,320?. — Silver:  Half  Crovvns 
1,125,630?.;  shillings  2,458,566?.;  Sixpences  657, 
162?.  Total  4,241,258'.— Grand  total  of  gold  and 
silver,  8,502,678?, 


FRANCE. 

The  tribunal  of  correctional  police  at  Paris,  has 
condemned  the  SieurCrevel,  author  of  a pamphlet 
entitled  the  “Cry  of  the  People  f*  to  a year’s  impri- 
sonment, a fine  of  4000f.,  2OO0f  security,  and  a 
surveillance  of  five  years.  Scheffer  has  appealed 
against  his  last  sentence. 

ITALY. 

Fifteen  young  Egyptians  have  arrived  in  Italy  for 
their  education. 

GERMAST. 

An  ancient  law  has  been  revived  in  the  elector- 
ate of  Hesse,  denying  to  self-murderers  the  privi- 
lege of  burial,  and  delivering  up  their  bodies  for 
dissection,  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  suicide 
at  the  present  time. 

S WED  EX'. 

The  new  king  of  Sweden  has  decreed  that  the' 
quakers  in  his  dominions  shall  only  reside  in  parti- 
cular towns  designated. 

SWITZERLAND. 

A national  fete  is  to  be  celebrated  .shortly  on  the 
Sinth,  in  Switzerland,  at  which  all,  or  nearly  all 
the  cantons  are  to  assiSl.  The  object  is  some- 
what singular — the  re-appearance  within  a few 
weeks,  of  a small  island  in  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt, 
which  had  sunk  beneath  the  waters  more  than  a 
century  ago. 

PERSIA. 

The  army  of  Persia  at  present  consists  of  nearly- 
200,000  men,  one  half  which  are  cavalry. 

TURKEY. 

It  appears  that  all  the  foreign  ministers  at  Con- 
stantinople have  united  their  forces  and  influence 
to  obtain  from  the  Porte  a categorical  answer  as  to 
certain  measures  which  they  have  proposed  shall 
be  adopted  to  repress  the  outrages  of  the  Barbary 
powers. 

HAYTI. 

The  latest  London  papers  assert  that  a messen- 
ger had  arrived  there  from  France  on  his  way  to 
Hayti,  with  despatches  for  Petion,  acknowledging 
the  Independence  of  all  Hayti. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  arrived 
at  Cape  Henry,  from  New  York,  and  proceeded  on 
28th  of  April  for  Port  au  Prince,  “his  majesty,” 
king  Henry,  having  refused  to  recognize  Mr.  Tay- 
lor as  agent  from  the  United  States,  that  gentleman 
proceeded  with  the  Hornet. 

It  appears  that  Christophe  was  displeased  be- 
cause Mr,  Taylor’s  credentials  were  not  addressed 
to  Henry,  King  of  Hayti.  He  has  as  good  a right  to 
maintain  his  dignity  as  any,  and  is  more  truly  a legi- 
timate king  than  three  fourths  of  them.  “His  ma- 
jesty” chiefly  resides  at  his  strong  hold  on  the  coun- 
try— it  is  seated  on  a mountain,  to  which  an  advance 
can  be  made  by  no  more  than  three  persons  abreast, 
and  is  defended  by  800  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly 
brass  24-pounders.  Within  the  works  there  are 
always  vast  supplies  of  clpthing,  and  stores  and  pro- 
visions for  20,000  men. 

BRITISn  AMERICA. 

Hear  the  ^^enemy.’’*  The  Monireal  Gazette  says 
— “Three  sections  newly  added  to  the  maritime 
laws  of  America  and  inserted  in  this  day’s  paper, 
will  show  how  reciprocal  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  and  that  of  the  United  States  are  in  their 
transactions  and  dealings  with  one  another. — How- 
ever, let  us  endeavor  to  keep  our  temper  when  we 
have  occasion  to  mention  this  upstart  republic- 
being  now  a free  and  independent  power,  she  has 
a right  to  make  laws  to  regulate  her  intercourse 
with  other  nations.  Time  will  soon  discover,  vvJie- 
ther  the  means  now  adopted  to  oblige  Great  Britain 
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to  relax  in  her  navigation  laws,  will  answer  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  em- 
bargo and  non-intercourse  laws  once  resorted  to,  it 
might  have  been  thought,  would  have  deterred  her 
from  trying  any  more  experiments  of  the  same  na 
ture.” 

0:;;;)”The  sections  alluded  to  are  presumed  to  be 
those  of  the  “act  concerning  navigation,”  page  191 
— .an  act  that  has  received  the  applause  of  every 
American. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

A vessel  of  80  tons,  under  the  patriot  flag,  put 
into  Martinique  for  a supply  of  water.  It  turned 
out  that  she  had  three  captains,  a Frenchman,  a 
Spaniard  and  an  American,  and  three  sets  of  pa- 
pers. It  appears  further  that  they  have  been  com- 
mitting acts  of  sheer  piracy.  The  three  captains 
and  their  crew  were  taken  care  of, 

A Spanish  brig,  prize  to  a Buenos  Ayrean  pri- 
vateer, with  a cargo  of  dry  goods,  brandy,  wine, 
&c.  was  lately  run  ashore  on  Block  Island,  the  crew 
in  a state  of  mutiny.  She  was  taken  possession  of 
by  a detachment  of  U.  S.  troops  from  Newport,  the 
privateersmen  having  refused  to  let  the  custom 
house  officers  board  her. 

A vessel  appears  to  have  been  entered  at  Savan- 
nah as  a Danish  brig  in  distress,  which  is  now  under 
adjudication  as  having  been  a pi*ize  to  a patriot 
privateer. 

We  have  a royal  official  of  the  (defeat  of  Bolivar, 
on  the  17th  April,  with  the  loss  400  killed  and  150 
prisoners,  besides  150  women  captives— the  royal 
loss  in  this  desperate  fight  was  21  privates  and  a 
few  officers! 

It  is  reported  that  a consultation  is  going  on  at 
Madrid,  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of  Ferdi- 
nand’s brother  Francis,  to  a throne  at  Bueyios  Jlyres! 


CHRONICLE. 

Indian^ WAR— In  page  23.5,  is  inserted  a letter  from 
gen.  Glascock,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  respecting  the 
destruction  of  the  Chehaio  to-wn^  witli  some  remarks 
on  that  melancholy  transaction,  from  the  National 
Intelligencer.  A num.ber  of  the  Georgia  papers 
express  their  feelings  on  this  subject  with  severest 
reprehension  of  the  deed;  and  give  to  the  act  some 
circufnstances  of  barbarism  which  we  did  hope 
could  not  have  happened.  We  trust  that  the  af- 
fair will  be  most  rigidly  examined  intq~let  justice 
be  done. 

We  have  nothing  important  from  the  army  since 
our  last.  It  is  expected  that  the  war  is  at  an  end, 
though  a body  of  troops  must  remain  some  time  in 
Florida  to  preserve  the  peace. 

A lady^  on  a hunting  party  near  Savannah,  lately 
fired  at  and  killed  a fine  deer. 

The  annual  census  of  the  humane,  and  criminal 
institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  gives  us  the 
following  results. 

In  the  orphan  asylum  124 

Alms  house,  including  children  out  at 
nurse 

City  Hospital — patients  175,  maniacs  72 
Debtors  prison 
Bridewell 
Penitentiary 
State  prison 


1384 

274 

273 

75 

268 

6^p 


:?02i 

Total  last  year  3249;  decrease  228. 

In  making  any  calculAtions  on  the  facts  furnish- 
ed by  the  proceeding,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  city  hospital,  the  penitentiary  and  state 


prison  must  not  be  considered  as  local  establish* 
ments,  tenanted  only  by  the  miserable  of  the  district 
that  forms  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.  Tak* 
ing  the  population  of  New  York  at  120,000,  it  ap- 
pears about  an  eightieth  part  of  the  people  is  depen- 
dent on  the  public  charity,  exclusive  of  the  relief 
afforded  to  poor  debtors  and  transient  persons, 
mendicants  and  others.  All  our  cities  are  over- 
charged with  the  unfortunate  classes,  yet  the  ave- 
rage for  England  of  persons  regularly  relieved  by 
“public  charity,”  is  nearly  one  tenth  of  all  its  inha? 
bitants. 


Connecticut. — The  state  of  parties  in  the  assem- 
bly of  Connecticut  is  thus  given: 


Counties 

liepub. 

Fed. 

Hartford 

14 

18 

New.llaven 

16 

9 

New-London, 

19 

c* 

o 

Fairfield, 

28 

0 

Windham, 

18 

7 

Litchfield, 

12 

26 

Middlesex, 

10 

4 

Tolland, 

12 

5 

Majority  of  rep. 

129 

57 

72 

JVorth  Carolina. — The  natural  advantages  and 
resources  of  this  state  have  been  much  imderatcd 
or  very  imperfectly  understood.  Some  illustrious 
men  have  labored  with  the  happiest  effect  for  a 
few  years  past,  to  bring  them  into  view,  and  a spi- 
rit is  roused  that  must  produce  important  benefits 
to  the  state.  The  people  will  every  where  yet  find 
that  one  statesman  is  worth  a crowd  of  politicians; 
that  he  who  causes  one  spire  of  grass  to  grow  is 
more  valuable  than  he  who  makes  a paper  bank; 
that  he  who  drafts  a plan  to  bring  that  spire  of 
grass  to  market  at  the  least  possible  expense  of  la- 
bor, deserves  better  of  his  country  than  another  for 
making  a long  speech  in  congress.  We  are  led  to 
these  remarks  by  observing  that  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Neuse 
river,  and  in  noticing  the  rise  of  property  at  Jjeaks- 
ville,  on  the  Dan,  &c.  8tc. 

^‘Democracy. — Speaking  of  the  article  published 
in  our  last  paper,  page  222,  which  stated  that  the 
republican  party,  headed  by  la  Fayette,  was  gain- 
ing ground  in  France,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Cen- 
tinel  expresses  himself  in  the  following  comical 
manner — “Gen.  Lafayette,  though  ^'6  returned  from 
America  after  our  revolutionary  struggle  was  over, 
with  his  head  full  of  democracy,  must  have  seen 
and  felt  enough  of  its  effects  in  France  to  convince 
his  mind,  that  however  it  might  flourish  in  Ame- 
rica, the  soil  of  France  was  uncongenial  to  its  salu- 
tary cultivation,  and  that  Republican  France^’ 
would  be  synonimous  with  the  **despotism  of  the 
FuriesJ'’ 

(Xj’A  man  might  as  well  refuse  a glass  of  gene- 
rous wine,  even  when  necessary  to  recruit  his 
strength  ravaged  by  despotic  disease,  because  he 
had  seen  a man  drunk  by  taking  it  without  judg- 
ment, as  find  fault  with  principles,  which,  though 
abused  in  France,  are  productive  of  so  much  na*^ 
tional  glory  and  individual  happiness  in  America. 

Hail  storm.  Much  damage  has  been  done  in  some 
parts  of  the  district  of  Columbia  and  in  the  adja- 
cent country  by  a fall  of  hail — some  of  the  stones 
were  two  inches  and  a half  in  circumference!  The 
fruit  and  grain  has  been  injured,  and  many  thou- 
sand panes  of  glass  broken,  by  it. 

Mr.  Pinkney,  late  minister  to  liussia,  ajid  his 
family  arrived  at  Baltimore  on  Sunday  last. 

BR.  BALDWIN.  The  editor  of  the  Delaware. 
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Watchman  thus  politely  corrects  my  error  respect- 
ing this  gentleman — “The  worthy  and  respectable 
editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  is  informed  that 
Doctor  Balcl-wiriy  never  was  a member  of  congress 
from  Georgia,  or  any  other  state.  He  is  a native 
of  this  vicinity,  and  his  family  reside  in  this  bo- 
rough. Sometime  prior  to  the  late  war,  he  was 
appointed  a surgeon  in  the  navy,  and,  in  that  capa- 
city, was  stationed  during  the  war  at  St.  Mary’s,  in 
Georgia. 

Doctor  B.  is  a naturalist  of  the  first  order,  and 
as  a botanist,  especially,  is  believed  to  be  without 
an  equal  in  this  country.  While  he  was  stationed 
in  Georgia,  he  made  a pedestrian  tour  through  that 
state,  South  Carolina,  and  the  Floridas;  and  is  said 
to  have  made  some  very  interesting  and  important 
additions  to  the  stores  of  botanical  science.  He  is 
a member  of  many  learned  societies  in  this  country, 
and  of  the  royal  Botanical  Society  of  London;  the 
last  honor  being  a spontaneous  tribute  to  his  sci- 
entific merit,  as  he  never  iiad  any  previous  commu- 
nication with  the  society.  Doctor  Baldwin  is  now 
■surgeon  of  the  Congress  frigate;  and  from  his  able 
pen,  and  scientific  observation,  we  may  anticipate 
the  most  interesting  information,  natural  and  poli- 
tical, in  relation  to  those  sections  of  South  Ame- 
rica, which  that  ship  is  destined  to  visit. 

The  interview  between  this  gentleman  and  Mr. 
Bonpland  must  have  been  gratifying  to  both,  as 
well  as  productive  of  good  effects  to  the  people  of 
the  western  world.  The  noiseless  and  unostenta- 
tious intercourse  of  scientific  men,  of  different 
countries,  often  results  in  bringing  nations  nearer 
to  each  other,  in  a moral  sense;  and  such  meetings, 
ifless  splendid,  are  more  conducive  to  the  happi- 
ness of  mankind  than  the  parading  assemblages  of 
kings  in  *‘holy  alliance.** 

OTj*!  am  glad  that  the  error  was  made,  seeing  it 
has  been  the  cause  of  more  fully  introducing  to 
the  public  a most  amiable  gentleman.  The  error 
occurred  thus — Dr.  B,  brought  letters  to  me  from 
a friend  in  Wilmington,  and  I had  the  pleasure  to 
introduce  him  to  Mr.  Breckenridge,  secretary  to 
the  commissioners,  in  my  own  office.  Immediately 
after  which,  Mr.  B.  seemed  to  recognize  him  as  hav- 
ing been  formerly  in  congress  from  Georgia,  to 
w hich  Dr.  B.  as  I thought,  assented.  The  facts  fur- 
nish additional  evidence  of  the  momentous  truth, 
how  easy  it  is  to  be  deceived  by  appearances  of 
things,  as  we  suppose  that  we  see  and  hear  them. 

The  sale  of  pe^vs  in  the  new  Presbyterian  church 
at  Savannah,  produced  s'xty  t-wo  thousand  dollars. 
Those  in  the  gallery  were  not  disposed  of  and  some 
of  the  others  remained  unsold. 

Something  new — A brig  arrived  at  New  York,  on 
Saturday  from  Path,  Me.  with  a cargo  of  wheat, 
the  produce  of  the  neighborhoqd,  said  to  be  of  ex- 
cellent quality. 

Emigration.  We  have  received  accounts  of  tlie 
the  arrival  of  from  800  to  1000  emigrants  from 
Europe,  chiefly  from  England,  during  the  past 
week. 

Pratt  street.  The  damages  assessed  for  open- 
ing Pratt  street,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  amount 
^146,921  dollars— one  third  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
city,  and  two  thirds  by  those  whose  property  is 
.supposed  to  be  more  immediately  benefiUed  by  the 
improvement. 

Ur.  Berkley,  of  Frederic  county,  Va,  has  been 
murdered  and  robbed  by  his  negroes.  To  conceal 
their  crime  they  burnt  his  body  to  ashes.  The  cri- 
xninals  are  in  custody. 

JMeditevranean  squadron  all  well.  The  brig  Spark 
may  be  daily  expected  in  the  United  States. 


The  line  oipost  chaises  is  extended  to  Baltimore 
— a person  may  arrive  in  that  city  from  New 
York,  on  being  less  than  24  hours  on  the  road— 36 
however,  are  occupied,  that  passengers  may  havd^ 
full  lights  rest  a'  Pli''  vde  ohia, 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  26th  May,  1818. 
During  the  last  session  of  congress,  the  house 
of  representatives  adopted  a resolution,  of  which 
the  following  is  a copy,  viz. 

I?i  the  house  of  representatives  of  the') 
United  States,  JHarch  30, 1818.  5 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  house,  at 
their  next  sessiofi,  a plan  for  the  application  of 
such  means  as  are  within  the  power  of  congress, 
to  the  purpose  of  opening  and  improving  roads, 
and  making  canals;  together  with  a statement  of 
the  undertakings  of  that  nature,  which,  as  objects 
of  public  improvement,  may  require  and  deserve 
the  aid  of  government;  and  also  a statement  of 
works,  of  the  nature  above  mentioned,  which  have 
been  commenced,  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  them,  the  means  and  prospects  of  their 
being  completed,  the  public  improvements  carried 
on  by  states,  or  by  companies,  or  incorporations 
which  have  been  associated  for  such  purposes,  to 
which  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  subscribe, 
or  afford  assistance,  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
such  associations,  and  the  state  of  their  funds;  and 
such  information  as,  in  the  . opinion  of  the  secreta-, 
ry,  shall  be  material,  in  relation  to  the  objects  of 
this  resolution.— Attest, 

THUS,  DOUGHERTY, 

Clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

To  enable  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  com- 
ply with  the  important  requisit  ions  of  the  forego- 
ing resolution,  all  companies  of  incorporations,  as- 
sociated for  opening  roads  and  making  canals, 
which  they  may  respectively  conceive,  require  and 
deserve  the  aid  of  the  government,  are  ijivited  to 
furnish  this  department  with  such  information  con- 
cerning their  respective  undertakings,  as  is  requir- 
ed by  the  resolution,  and  which  may  be  necessary 
to  bring  their  claims  to  the  patronage  of  the  go- 
vernment, before  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  commencement  of  their  next  session. 

Where  a canal  or  road  has  been  commenced, 
the  communication  otight  to  state  distinctly  the 
dimensions  of  the  work;  the  nature  of  the  soil  and 
face  of  the  country  through  which  it  is  to  pass;  its 
greatest  elevation  and  depression,  and  mean  leveU 
the  progress  which  has  been  made;  the  expense  in- 
curred, and  the  whole  probable  expense,  estimated 
upon  tlie  experience  acquired  in  the  execution  of 
the  undertaking. 

In  all  cases  of  canals,  the  number  and  dimen- 
sions of  the  locks;  the  mean  quantity  of  earth  to  be 
rerrioved  per  mile;  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
navigation  to  which  they  are  to  be  connected^ 
should  be  distinctly  made  known. 

In  every  case,  the  facility  of  obtaining  materials 
for  the  construction  of  roads,  bridges  and  locks, 
should  be  stated.  The  acts  of  incorporation,  or 
articles  ot  association;  by  laws  which  have  been 
enacted;  tlie  amount  of  the  fund  authorized  or 
agreed  to  be  subscribed;  the  sum  actually  sub- 
scribed; the  amount  paid  in;  the  sum  expended; 
tlie  amount  remaining  on  hand;  and  the  means  and 
' probability  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  ba- 
lance; should  invariably  be  slated  in  every  commu- 
nication. And  generally  every  kind  of  informa- 
tion which  can  shed  light  upon  the  undertaking. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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Some  accident  yet  unexplainefl,  and,  perhaps, 
uniiTiportant,  delayed  the  receipt  of  No.  5^  bn 
the  ‘‘paper  system,  ’ until  Wednesday  last;  in  the 
mean  time  \ve  had  put  No.  6 in  type,  proposing- to 
substitute  it  for  the  missing  essay — We  are  pleas- 
ed that  the  timely  receipt  of  the  regular  number 
enabled  us  to  presei’ve  the  series  uninterrupted. 

'I’he  elegant  writer  again  most  powerfully  ap- 
peals to  tiie  common  sense  of  the  people,  in  an 
easy  and  familiar,  yet  most  beautiful  stile'  Two 
more  numbers  will  complete  his  proposed  series; 
but  he  promises  occasional  aid  in  the  great  woi ic 
of  reformation.  After  this  series  is  closed  we  shall 
ourselves  keep  the  subject  alive  in  our  homely 
slip-shod  manner,  and  do  all  that  we  can  to  induce 
the  people  to  call  things  by  their  right  names.  A 
great  deal  may  be  accomplished  even  by  this. 

Slavery  of  the  Mind. 

We  have  frequently  spoken  of  our  preju- 
dices in  favor  of  England,  and  exerted  our- 
selves to  cause  our  countrymen  to  feel  that 
they  are  independent,  really  dissolved  from  an 
allegiance  to  the  Guelphs.  A little  good  may 
have  resulted  from  the  proceeding;  but  there  is 
a lamentable  want  of  a prompt,  decisive  and 
distinct  recollection,  that,  in  the  splendid  sen- 
timent of  the  rev.  Dr.  Inglis^  we  are  mem- 
bers of  a proud  republic  which  bows  itself  on-^ 
ly  to  the  throne  of  the  Omnipotent.* 

The  emancipation  of  the  person  maybe  ef- 
fected in  a moment;  and,  by  the  freedom  of  his 
action,  a man  soon  becomes  sensible  that  he  is 
physically  independent,  indignantly  rejecting 
any  authority  over  him  incompatible  with  the 
freed  om  of  his  will  in  submission  to  the  law;— 
but  the  mind^  fettered  by  an  education  receiv- 
ed when  the  person  was  in  a state  of  depen- 
dence, still  deceived  by  false  lights  exhibited  in 
books  written  under  slavish  prejudices,  which 
descend  from  fatheT  to  son  or  are  insensibly 
grafted  by  man  upon  his  fellow,— is  not  so  ea- 
sily released  from  its  shackles-^^and  a moral 
slavery  continues  long  after  the  body  is  free. 
Another  generation  must  pass  away,  perhaps, 
before  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will 
unanimously  act,  and  think,  as  an  indepen- 
dent people  should  do. 

I recollect  very  lately’-  to  have  seen  a de- 
spatch from  so\r\e  public  officer  of  the  United 
States  (a  naval  oificer,  I believe!!)  in  which 
an  allegiance  to  king  Georg'e  was  acknowledg- 
ed; and  in  the  Baltimore  new’spapers  of  last 

*\t  the  laying  ot  the  corner  stone  of  the  battle 
luonumeat  at  Baltimore,  tl’.e  reverend  gentleman, 
witli  awful  sublimity  and  ittdescribable  etfect,  thus 
addressed  hiS  prayer — “Sovereign  of  nations! — 
whose  throne  is  the  only  throne  before  wliicli  this 
fnee  republic  bows  herself,  we  desire  to  appfoa  ch,” 
fkc. 

v^ot.  Siv.--~ ifv 


week,  when  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Wabash 
from  China  was  mentioned,  as  extracted  fromi 
the  Coffee  House  books,  it  was  stated  that  she 
had  been  boarded  oft'  St.  Helena,  by  ‘‘HIS  ma- 
jefety’s  sloop  Conqueror.”  It  is  thus  that  an 
Englishman  ought  to  have  expressed  liimself, 
for  it  is  a decided  “adhesion”  to  thb  king  of 
Great  Britain.  On  an  examination  however, 

I find  that  the  original  entry  on  the  Coffee- 
house books  calls  the  “Conqueror, his  Britaii- 
nic  majesty’s  ship— which  is  fight.  Thfe  aftair 
then  rests  among  my  brethren  of  the  type— ^ 
who  really  committed  an  error  in  copying  the 
news,  to  exhibit  the  prejudice  reprehended^ 
aiid  manifest  the  slavery  of  mind  spoken  of-^ 
the  last  dreg,  I hope,  of  the  colonial  state.  I 
will  ask,  if  tlie  ship  belonged  to  “his  majesty’^ 
of  France,  or  “his  majesty”  of  Hayti,  if  hef 
national  character  would  thus  have  been  left 
for  us  to  guess  at?  Certainly  noU 

Though  not  very  fond  of  titles.  We  liave  no 
objection  to  their  use  by  those  to  whom  and  by 
whom  thev  belong,  if  they  please  to  u-se  them^ 
and  if  in  England  or  France  might  there  speak 
of  the  king  indefinitely,  fairly  presuming  that 
tlie  kingof  the  country  We  happened  to  be  in 
would  be  understood— but  in  our  own  land, 
free  from  such  things,  the  general  appellatiori 
cannot  be  used  with  propriety:  it  is  not  only 
morally  wrong,  but  also  fails  to  convey  tlie 
idea  designed — as  in  this  case,  if  we  had  riot 
known  that  the  British  were  the  jailors  of  Na^ 
polCon  at  St.  Helena,  we  might  as  Well  havd 
supposed  that  the  “Conqueror”  belonged  to 
the  incorrigible  fool  of  Spain  as  to  the  imfor^^ 
tunate  madman  of  England. 


Mellish^s  Map  of  the  World. 

We  have  before  us  Mr.  Mellish’s  new  ma# 
OF  THE  WORLD,  OH  Mcrcator’s  projection.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  best  finished 
maps  We  have  seen  published  in  the  ttnited 
States— -very  neat  in  its  decorations  and  dis- 
tinct in  its  boundaries,  richly  colored  and 
well  varnished. 

But— it  is  probably;  the  most  cori-CSct  map 
yet  published;  not  only  because  it  is  the  latest^ 
but  from  Mr.  M’s  close  attention  and  nice  dis- 
crimination as  to  works  of  this  kind;  aided  by. 
the  means  afforded  in  his  ample  collection  <»f 
authorities,  which  have  been  consulted  with 
that  indefatigability  that  belongs  to  bis  cha-^ 
racter  The  people  of  the  United  States 
much  indebted  to  him  for  the  fiiCilities  he  has  af- 
forded to  the  study  geography,  (perliapstlte 
most  interesting  of  at/  studies)  and  we  sincere--^ 
|y  hope  that  he  will  be  remunerated  for  his  !e  - 
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bor  and  expenditure  in  tliis  undertak- 
ing— which  so  happily  combines  utility  with 
ornament.  It  is  as  well  titted  for  the  closet  of 
the  student  as  for  ihe/za/^  of  such  as  seek  only 
an  appropriate  covering  of  their  walls— its 
price  is  12  dollars,  accompanied  with  a very 
valuable  little  volume,  also,  embellished  with 
a maj)  of  the  icorld,  and  maps  of  the  isthmus  of 
Darien  and  isthmus  of  Suez  ^ &c.  containing  a 
brief  statistical  sketch  of  countries,  islands, 
mountains,  oceans,  seas,  rivers,  &c.  written 
witli  the  pen  of  a 'philosopher  in  the  hand  ol 
a freeman. 

This  map  shews  the  tracks  of  Cooke^  Clerked 
and  Gore,  Fey  rouse,  Vancouver,  Fhipps, 
(lord  Muigrave,)  and  of  the  cruises  of  the  Pre- 
sident  and  i!.’ssex,  U.  S.  frigates  in  18l3,&c. 
and  of  the  American  ship  Mlianceto  Canton 
in  irST" — We  beg  leave  heartily  to  recom- 
mend it  to  those  who  wish  a neat  as  well  as  a 
Food  thing. 


The  paper  system — No.  Y. 

ADDRESSyB  TO  THE  JEDITOR  OF  THE  HEOISTER. 

SiH — 1 perceive  with  much  satisfaction,  that  you 
have  in  your  last  Register,  but  one,  announced  an 
intention  of  publisliing  a table,  shotu  that  the 
pauperism  of  England  has  advanced  step  by  step  with 
the  i?icrease  of  her  papeu  system,  a7id  that  the  former 
is  aii  inevitable  consequence  of  the  latterh*  As  a fellow 
laborer,  in  a good  cause,  with  a worthy,  indepen- 
dent and  intelligent  man,  I shall  devote  this  letter 
principally  to  the  developement  of  the  same  sub- 
iect.  In  so  doing  we  shall  not  interfere,  but  on  the 
conti-ary  strengthen  our  opposition,  and  render  it  I 
hope  more  efhcient.  Our  course  will  be  different 
though  tending  to  the  same  good  end;  and  if  I 
should  happen  to  * epeat  what  you  have  said,  the 
repetition  of  truth  can  do  no  harm — nor  can  two 
well  meaning  men,  holding  no  personal  intercourse 
witli  each  other,  thinking  alike  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, weaken  the  force  of  their  respective  opinions. 
Your  tables  of  facts,  will  be  unanswerable;  and  my 
own  reasonings  may  possibly  strengthen  the  pub- 
lic in  the  conviction  that  the  causes  you  assign  for 
the  eifeci,  thus  proved  to  exist  in  England,  are  de- 
rived solely  from  the  influence  of  the  great  paper 
system.  All  the  arguments  hitherto  used  in  sup- 
port of  that  system  in  the  United  States,  hare 
been  drawn  from  the  example  of  England,  and  it 
is  higl»  time  that  its  dangerous  career  should  be 
opposed  by  facts  drawn  from  the  same  source. 

One  of  the  nearest  things  to  a moral  impossibility 
in  this  world,  is  to  convince  mankind  that  there 
maybe  too  much  of  a good  thing.  The  next  step 
in  the  grade  of  impossibilities  is  to  persuade  them 
that  what  they  have  been  all  along  considering  a 
very  great  blessing,  is,  on  the  contrary  a very  great 
curse.  It  is  therefore  I fear,  almost  a hopeless  task, 
to  undertake  to  apprize  my  worthy  fellow-citizens, 
that  the  great  exubei’ance  of  paper  money,  not  on- 
ly conti'ibutes  to  make  the  nation  actually  poor,  by 
banishing  a real,  and  substituting  an  imaginary 
wealth  in  its  place;  but  that  it  also  inevitably  im- 
poverishes  every  class  of  people  but  one,  by  taxing 
them  severely,  for  the  benefit  of  that  one  alone. — 
Tlie  task  however  hopeless,  is  not  perhaps  quite 
impassible,  especially  as  at  this  moment,  the  per- 
ceptions of  maijy  of  your  readers  may  have  been 
('uicJkc’ied  bv  an  actual  e.vperience  of  the  truth. 


A definition  is  sometimes  of  service  in  argument, 
and  I will  begin  mine  with  one— of  banks.  Banks 
are  ingenious  devices  of  men,  without  money,  sanc- 
tioned by  legislative  bodies  without  discretion  to 
impoverish  a nation  by  banishing  its  specie  capital, 
and  beggar  1 he  people  by  making  them  tributary  to 
a privileged  order. 

As  this  definition,  I believe  Is  not  put  into  such 
plain  English  by  any  of  the  learned  writers  on  the 
paper  system,  I will  endeavor  to  establish  it  by  a 
plain  appeal  to  honest  common  sense,  tliat  useful 
quality,  which  would  indeed  be  invaluable,  did  it 
not  so  often  consent  to  become  the  dupe  of  inte- 
rested rogues,  or  visionary  theorists. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  true  operation  of  any 
system,  it  is  always  necessary  to  look  a little  be- 
yond the  xra  of  its  commencement,  and  see  how 
matters  stood  at  that  period.  It  will  serve  to  sira- 
phfy  the  matter,  if  I first  state  a case,  and  then 
apply  it  to  this  country.  Suppose  then,  a nation, 
previous  to  an  introduction  of  the  paper  system 
was  in  possession  of  twenty  millions  of  actual  spe- 
cie, which  was  amply  suflicient  for  all  the  purposes 
to  whicii  money  is  usually  app]ied~in  short,  that  it 
answered  all  the  ends  of  a circulating  medium. — 
We  are  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
this  money  is  already  in  the  country-that  it  is  bona 
fde  the  property  of  the  nation,  which  pays  no  in- 
terest  for  it  whatever.  At  this  period  the  paper 
system  commences  its  operations,  and  we  will  sup- 
pose a paper  currency  of  forty  millions  created  by 
banking  companies  possessing  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  issuing  this  great  substitute  for  the  nation- 
al specie.  Two  consequences  will  inevitably  re- 
sult from  this  substitution.  The  specie  capital  will 
disappear—its  uses  will  be  lost  to  the  nation,  as  we 
have  seen  to  our  cost; — for  money  is'  an  active  am- 
bitious d^mon — it  will  not  lie  idle,  and  if  condemn- 
ed to  obscurity  and  unprofitableness  in  one  coun- 
try, will  assuredly  find  means  to  reach  another 
where  it  can  fulfil  the  great  law  of  gold,  “increase 
and  multiply.”  Thus  the  nation  will  lose  its  twen- 
ty millions  of  real  capital  on  which  it  paid  no  inte- 
rest, and  will  get  in  its  stead  forty  millions  of  pa- 
per, on  which  it  pays  an  interest  of  ten  or  twelve 
per  cent.—to  privileged  corporations,  as  I shnll 
prove  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  letter. 

Again— the  twenty  millions  of  specie  dollars 
having  been  fully  adequate  to  all  the  actual  wants 
of  the  nation,  the  inevitable  consequence  of  deub- 
ling  this  capital,  and  putting  the  whole  in  circula- 
tion, must  be  a great  diminution  in  the  value  of 
money— certainly  not  less  than  twenty-five  or  thirty 
per  cent.  The  nation  will  therefore  be  taxed  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  on  forty  millions  of  dollars,  for 
which  it  gains  only  an  accession  of  twenty  millions 
of  paper  money,  depreciated  more  than  one  fourth 
in  value,  Here  then  is  a dead  tax  on  the  different 
classes  of  the  community,  excepting  the  bank  cor- 
porations, to  whom  the  tax  is  paid,  of  really  five 
millions,  simply  for  the  great  advantage  of  the  dif- 
ference between  a circulating  medium  of  twenty 
millions,  which  was  actually  what  it  professed  to 
be,  and  forty  millions  of  dollars,  onehalfof  which 
merely  replaces  the  twenty  millions  it  has  expelled 
from  the  country,  and  the  whole  of  which  passes  at 
a depreciation  of  at  least  one  fourth  its  nominal  va- 
lue! Is  it  a matter  of  wonder  that  every  class  of 
people  but  the  privileged  banking  order,  its  pimps, 
j ickulls,  satellites,  and  dependents,  should  wither 
under  a tax  like  this,  thus  silently  and  impercepti- 
bly withdrawing  from  the  proprietor  of  real  pro- 
perty, and  he  honest  laborer,  a portion  of  their 
gains  amounting  to  nearly  five  millions  of  dollars. 
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and  giving  them  nothing  or  next  to  nothing  in  re- 
tJirnf  But  it  seems  we  must  shut  our  eyes  and  un- 
derstandings, and  believe  against  the  evidence  of 
facts  so  plain  and  undeniable,  that  the  watiox  is 
henefitted,  by,  an  annual  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  profits  of  its  labor,  paid  to  a privileged  prder, 
while  its  actvial  means  of  extending  those  gains  are 
only  increased  by  a few  millions  of  depreciated 
currency,  t hope  that  the  definition  of  banks  which 
may  have  appeared  a little  startling  at  first,  is  now 
made  clear  to  the  comprehension  of  those  to  whom 
alone  t address  myself— the  people  of  plain,  straight 
forward  common  sense. 

It  would  appear  absolutely  impossible  to  account 
for  the  blindness  of  the  people  of  England  to  these 
obvious  consequences  of  the  paper  system,  did  we 
not  revert  to  the  ingenious  system  of  reasoning, 
which  always  accompanies  the  system  of  paper.— 
All  these  disadvantages,  are  more  than  balanced  it 
seems,  by  the  high  price  of  lands,  labor,  every 
thing  indeed^  by  which  the  land  holder  and  the  la- 
borer are  enabled  to  pay  this  great  tax  to  the  pri 
vileged  banking  order,  and  pocket  a surplus  be- 
sides. And  this  wonder  is  iDfought  about  by  com- 
merce, say  these  ingenious  reasoners.  Commerce^ 
sir,  can  do  great  things,  but  it  cannot  make  foreign 
nations  pay  u^  more  for  productions  of  our  lands 
and  labor,  than  they  pay  to  other  people.  This  is 
a species  of  favoritism  not  usually  indulged  by 
nations.  And  here  we  will  take  occasion  to  apply 
the  foregoing  reasonings  to  our  own  country,  to 
whose  case  they  are  most  strictly  applicable. 

Very  feWj  if  any,  of  the  productions  of  labor  in 
the  United  States,  except  the  labor  applied  to  the 
land,  are  exported  to  other  countries.  Consequent- 
ly this  argument  does  not  even  speciorisly  to 

any  other  class  of  people  but  farmers.  To  them  I 
shall  prove  I trust,  that  it  applies  with  nearly  as 
littlejustice.  If  the  price  of  labor  is  raised  so  as 
to  enable  the  laborer  to  pay  his  portion  of  the  great 
tax  on  the  paper  money  issued  inthfc  U.  States,  with- 
out actual  loss,  on  whom  does  this  additional  price 
fall?  on  those  who  employ  him,  and  who  are  they? 
the  people  of  the  United  States— consequently  the 
nation  is  not  enriched,  because  it  is  only  one  class 
paying  what  another  receives.  The  nation  can 
therefore  only  be  henefitted  by  this  high  price  of 
its  products  and  labor,  by  its  exports,  and  I have  I 
think  proved,  in  a foregoing  letter,  that  this  can- 
not happen,  because  we  export  none  of  our  own 
productions,  except  those  of  tiie  soil,  which  we 
can  only  sell  in  foreign  countries  at  the  price 
which  is  given  for  the  same  productions  of  other 
nations,  our  rivals  in  the  market.  If  the  merchant 
gives  more  to  the  farmer  or  planter  for  his  produce, , 
than  he  can  get  for  it  in  a foreign  market,  the  na- 
tion gains  nothing  by  it,  since  the  gain  of  the  far- 
mer is  the  loss  of  the  merchant.  The  great  plenty 
of  paper  money  gives,  consequently,  no  national 
equivalent,  for  the  great  tax  it  levies,  as  I have  be- 
fore proved,  on  the  people — because  the  rivalship 
of  other  nations  that  can  afford  to  sell  cheaper, 
will  always  keep  down  our  foreign  market.  The 
whole  argument  of  the  defenders  of  the  paper 
system  falls  to  the  ground,  the  moment  the  tax 
which  it  levies  on  labor,  cannot  be  reimbursed  to 
the  1‘iborer,  by  his  employer  in  an  increase  of  wa- 
ges; to  the  employer,  by  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  product  of  this  labor;  and  to  the  exporter, 
by  his  ability  to  lay  the  whole  of  this  addition  on 
the  foreign  purchaser. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  now  in  circulation, 
pi'obably,  not  less  than  two  hundred  millions  of  pa- 
per iTioney.  There  is  no  mean's  of  arriving  at  cer- 
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tainty  in  this  case,  except  by  a general  call  of  the 
legislatures^  whifch  I think  ouglit  to  be  made,  for 
a statement  of  the  amount.  When  however,  we 
take  into  consideration,  the  number  of  our  banks^ 
and  the  fact  that  they  must  necessarily  issue  more 
than  twice  the  amount  of  their  pretended  capitals, 
to  divide  eight,  ten,  twelve,  nay  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
profits,  independently  of  expenses  and  baii  bests, 
I think  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a moderate 
calculation. 

I am  almost  afraid  to  proceed,  sir— the  conse- 
quences of  the  truths  before  stated,  when  applied 
to  this  Aountry,  actually  oave  induced  a severe 
scrutiny  of  the  principles  I have  just  laid  down, 
which  has  ended  in  a conviction  still  more  firm. — 
On  this  t’.vo  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  paying  an  interest  of  aP 
least  ten  per  cent,  being  more  than  the  amount  of 
all  the  taxes  levied  directly  and  indirecil;/  by  the 
government!  And  this  for  what?  For  the  support 
of  a privileged  order— a paper  aristocracy — a small 
minority  of  the  nation-^which  canhot  become 
otherwise  than  a minority — because  the  majority 
can  never  be  henefitted  by  a monoyfoly.  T]>e  great 
mass  of  the  people  are  therefore  forever  excluded 
from  sharing  any  of  the  heal  advantages  of  the  pa- 
per system.  Let  me  go  on  and  divide  this  bless- 
ing—this  tax  of  twenty  millions,  among  the  people, 
and  see  where  the  greatest  portion-^the  heaviest 
weight  will  fall. 

When  the  means  of  obtaining  the  nece.ssanes  or 
luxuries  of  life  are  circumscribed  to  the  laborers, 
and  the  men  of  real  capital,  they  have  but  two  al* 
ternatives*  Either 'they  must  make  the  labor  Or 
the  real  capital  more  productive,  or  they  must 
give  up — the  one,  a partion  of  the  j^bsolute  neces- 
saries, the  other,  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Now,  sir, 
let  us  after  having  reasoned  from  the  poor  up  to 
the  rich*  reverse  the  method  and  reason  back 
againr  The  rich  man  can  associate  himself  with 
banksj  and  incorporate  himself  with  the  paper  ar- 
ristocracy,  by  investing  his  real  capital  in  banks, 
and  thus  buying  a title — that  of  Bank  director  for 
instance,  instead  of  a victim  he  becomes  an  ac- 
complice, and  shares,  instead  of  paying.'a  portion 
of  this  great  tax  of  twenty  millions.  If  he  does 
not  this,  he  must  retrench  his  superfluities  to  es- 
cape falling  into  abject  want. 

The  members  of  the  laboring  classes,  on  the  Cjon- 
trary,  until  they  acquire,  either  great  wealth,  or 
great  political  influence  in  the  cities,  are  never  as- 
sociated in  this  dignified  order  of  privileged  paper 
barons,  simply  because  they  have  nothing  to  contri- 
bute but  their  due  portion  of  the  twenty  millions 
of  tax,  which  they  are  condemned  to  pay.  Indeed, 
the  powerful  classes  of  a community,  can  general- 
ly manage  to  shift  their  btirthens  on  the  labouring 
people— they  gradually  descend  step  by  step  until 
they  fall  upon  tlie  poor,  were  they  stop.  They  can- 
not  shift  their  burthens — there  is  here  no  further  pro- 
gress— no  reaction.  Here  they  remain,  and  here 
they  fester,  and  wither,  and  consume. 

In  no  country  where  there  are  privileged  orders, 
is  there  not  to  be  found  a Corresponding  order  of 
beggars?  T.hese  are  the  opposite  extremes  of  the 
system.  The  beggar  makes  the  noble,  and  the  no- 
ble repays  him  for  t!ie  independence  of  which  he 
has  robbed  him,  by,  subscribing  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions and  poor  rates.  He  takes  from  the  poor 
laborer  the  honest  gains  of  his  labor,  and  repays 
the  p.auper  by  alms.  And  it  cannot  be  odierwise 
in  such  a system;  for  although  by  the  bountif  d 
distributions  of  Providence  th.eve  is  enough  on  l iie 
eaVth  ^or  the  people  who  inliubit  it,  if  that  is  left 
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to  its  natural  distribution;  yet  unerring  experience 
has  dejmonstrated  in  a thousand  instances,  that 
there  is  no  more  than  enough.  There  cannot  be  a 
monopoly  by  one  portion  of  a community,  without 
a corresponding  want  in  the  other — there  cannot 
be  exclusive  privileges  granted  to  one  class  with- 
out infringing  the  rights  of  another — there  never 
was  and  there  never  will  be  princes  without  pau- 
pers. 

Industry  always  pays  the  piper  for  idleness— 
and  a race  of  idle  princes  and  nobilih',  that  is  to 
say,  a privileged  order,  is  much  more  expensive 
than  an  order  of  common  paupers.  The  people 
are  taxed  much  more  severely  to  supply  the  ex- 
travagancies of  the  one  than  the  wants  of  the  other. 
The  paper  aristocracy  in  this  country  stands  pre- 
cisely in  this  situation;  it  is  taxing  the  people  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollai’s  to  support  its  idleness  and 
extravagance.  The  laborer  gets  nothing  of  the 
banks,  and  i=?  paving  a great  portion  of  this  tax. 
The  two  hundred  mi  lions  of  money,  on  which  he  is 
taxed,  is  no  advantage  to  him — it  docs  not  enable 
I'/im  to  do  more  work  in  a day  than  lie  did  in  the 
time  of  gold  and  silver  currency — nor  does  he  re- 
ceive for  that  labor,  as  much  real  value  as  when  he 
was  paid  in  silver  and  gold.  Yet  is  he  taxed  some 
thirty  or  forty  dollars  yearly,  to  keep  up  the  dig- 
nity of  the  paper  .aristocracy. 

To  be  sure  sir,  forty  dollars  is  no  great  matter — 
a broker  would  earn  a thousand  times  tliat  sum  in 
a year,  without  benefitting  the  country  a farthing. 
— A member  of  the  paper  aristocracy,  would  give 
that  sum  for  a fresh  salmon,  to  treat  his  brother 
manificio.s;  and  a speculator  would  risk  ten  thou- 
sand times  the  amount — of  other  people’s  money — 
in  the  desperate  chance  of  making  ten  thousand 
times,  as  much  more.  And  yet  notwithstanding 
this  astonishing  difference,  it  does  so  happen  that 
this  insignificant  class  of  people  who  think  so  much 
of  forty  dollars,  do  actually  contribute  more  to  the 
real  riches  and  physical  strength  and  happiness, 
of  a country,  than  all  the  brokers,  monopolizers, 
and  speculators,  that  ever  did,  or  do,  or  siiall  exist, 
in  the  world.  In  time  of  peace  they  are  the  sourc- 
es of  all  the  comforts  of  the  rich; — every  time 
they  lift  their  arms,  some  requisite  to  the  comfort 
of  man  is  supplied, — and  in  time  of  public  danger, 
they  are  the  defenders  of  our  property — the  vin- 
dicators of  my  rights.  I have  cast  about  to  find, 
in  what  rank  of  useful  animals  to  class  those  by 
whom  their  happiness  is  thus  sacrificed.  They  add 
neither  to  the.  wealth,  or  the  strength  ofanaiion — 
they  neither  administer  to  our  wants,  by  doing  any 
thing  useful,  nor  do  they  afford  the  means  to  others 
to  be  useful — they  are  the  drones  of  society,  wlio 
consume  the  honey  without  either  bringing  any 
to  the  hive  or  guarding  what  is  already  there — 
In  short,  1 am  at  a loss  to  reconcile  their  existence 
to  our  ideas  of  a jtist  Providence,  except  in  the 
way  we  account  for  the  existence  of  all  the 
phenomena  of  moral  evil,  by  supposing  them  in- 
siruments  for  the  punishment  of  man’s  transgres- 
sions—and,  thus  classing  ihem  with  plague,  pesti- 
lence, famine  and  other  sweeping  avengers.  But 
enough  of  the  picture.  I do  not  wish  to  disarm 
the  indignation  of  the  reader,  by  turning  its  object 
into  a thing  to  excite  pity. 

Without  therefore,  entering  upon-  an  enquiry 
into  the  comparative  rank  either  of  these  classes 
occupy  in  the  scale  oFa  nation,  I will  content  my- 
self wjilj  repeating,  that  the  laboring  class  amply 
deserves  the  protection  of  the  government,  as  well 
as  the  paper  aristocracy,  and  that  it  is  now  stinted 
in  it.s  enjoyments,  and  in  a fair  way  of  being  beg- 


gared by  the  tax  it  pays  to  the  support  of  the  paper 
system.  While  the  active  capital  of  the  country,  is 
thus  diverted  from  those  objec's  that  give  employ- 
ment to  the  industrious,  to  purposes  of  usury,  mono- 
poly, and  speculation,  the  laborer  is  left  without  a 
necessary  supply  of  work.  Hence  arises  a contest 
for  employment,  rather  than  for  laborers,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  the  laborer,  instead  of  being 
able  to  insist  on  an  augmentation  of  wages,  cor- 
responding with  the  depreciation  of  money,  and  the 
consequent  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is 
compelled  by  his  wants,  to  work  at  any  wages  the 
rich  may  choose  to  giv'e.  In  every  country,  the 
means  of  the  laboring  class,  are  so  nearly  on  a 
par  with  their  absolute  wants,  that  they  cannot 
refuse  to  work  a length  of  time  sufficient  to  gain 
an  a\igmentation  of  wages,  without  starving.  They 
must  work  at  incompetent  wages — they  possess  no 
superfluities  to  live  upon  in  the  mean  time,  and 
whatever  is  taken  from  them— is  so  much  taken 
from  their  daily  bread.  Hence  it  Is  that  they  first 
begin  to  feel  the  operation  of  any  system  injurious 
to  the  wholesome  prosperity  of  a nation.  It  is  by 
them  national  distress  is  first  felt — on  them  it  bears 
hardest — for  they  have  1-  ist  to  lose.  Following 
this  upwards — we  shall  find  the  class  of  people 
next  them,  possessing  the  smallest  portion  of  su- 
perfluity, becoming  the  victims — and  so  on  until 
we  come  to  the  great  privileged  order,  which  has 
swallowed  all,  and  is  revelling  in  the  spoils  of  all 
below.  This  is  a picture  of  what  England  now  is — 
and  what  we  are  every  day  becoming.  The  labor- 
ers, and  small  farmers,  and  capitalists,  are  ruined 
— while  those  who  have  incorporated  themselves 
with  the  paper  system,  are  revelling  in  inordinate 
wealth — the  wealth  of  the  present  race  of  British 
paupers.  These  were  once  the  men  who  paid  all 
the  taxes  of  the  paper  system,  and  are  now  depen- 
dent on  those  who  possess  the  fruits  of  their  la- 
bor. Thes^ poor  victims  liave  nothing  now  to  pay, 
and  the  burthen  has  fallen  on  the  next  class  above 
them — the  farmers,  who  will  soon  like  them  be- 
come the  victims  of  the  same  paper  system.  Thus 
every  order  of  man  is  approximating  nearer  to 
beggary;  and  like  the  companions  of  Ulysses,  each 
is  ^vaiting  its  turn  to  be  devoured  by  this  tremen- 
dous Cyclops.  In  the  mean  time  they  are  becom- 
ing more  easy  victims,  by  gin'dually  waxing  weak- 
er and  weaker  every  day,  from  their  proportion  of 
the  great  paper  tax,  becoming  greater  by  the  to- 
tal extinction  of  one  of  the  orders  of  men  who  as- 
sisted in  its  payment.  Thus  are  we  enabled  clear- 
ly to  perceive  how  the  vital  blood  may  be  slowly 
drained  from  the  right  arm  of  a nation,  and  the 
wholesome  vigor  of  the  whole  body  destroyed,  to 
foster  the  growtii  of  some  filthy  excrescence,  that 
grows  with  the  decay  of  nature,  and  at  length  pro- 
duces exhaustion  and  death. 

There  are  two  causes  however,  that  will  retard 
the  cata.strophe  in  this  country,  although  they  can- 
not finally  avert  it.  Fortunately  for  our  welflire, 
owing  to  the  wide  spread  surface  of  our  country, 
and  to  some  little  dissimilarity  of  habits  and  cha- 
racter, in  the  different  sections,  we  seldom  find  a 
mania  raging  equally  in  all  parts,  and  at  the  same 
time.  Tlie  diseases  of  the  mind  under  which  we 
labor,  are  mostly  caught  from  abroad,  and  make 
their  first  appearance  like  the  Yellow  Fever,  about 
the  sea  ports.  Tlience  they  spread  by  degrees, 
and  before  the  whole  body  politic  is  completely 
infected,  the  first  patients  are  in  a fair  way  of  re- 
covery. Thus  it  has  happened  with  the  bank  mania. 
It  began  in  New  England,  but  the  good  people 
there,  always  excepting  little  Rhode  Island,  having 
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past  the  crisis,  and  the  example  afforded  by  their 
return  to  reason,  will  I hope  be  as  extensively  fol- 
lowed, as  that  of  their  losing  it.  From  thence  it 
has  passed  into  the  middle  and  western  states, 
which  are  now  raving  under  the  influence  of  this 
disease,  which,  however,  has  changed  its  charac- 
ter, from  involuntary  madness,  to  cool  calculating, 
wilful  delusion.  Virginia  most  narrowly  escaped, 
the  session  before  the  last;  and  the  other  southern 
st.ttes  along  the  Atlantic,  seem,  with  the  excepiio’^ 
of  Georg.a,  to  be  tolerably  quiescent  at  present. 
When  Uie  middle  states  have  sufficiently  burnt 
their  fingers,  to  come  to  their  senses,  or  to  reco- 
ver those  principles  which  they  seem  to  have  forgot- 
ten, their  neighbors  of  the  south,  may  possibly, 
seize  the  cast-off  old  fashioned  coat,  and  strut 
about  in  it,  until  they  are  fairly  clothed  in  rags. 
The  universal  diffusion  of  this  mischievous,  and 
ruinous  paper  system,  may  therefore  be  retarded, 
for  a while  by  a this  course;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
there  will  always  be  a considerable  portion  of  the 
body  politic  sufficiently  sound,  to  neutralize  in 
some  degree  the  folly  or  corruption  of  the  rest. 

The  habit,  and  the  power  of  emigrating  from  the 
sphere  of  action,  occupied  by  the  paper  system, 
to  the  new  states  and  frontiers,  not  yet  cursed  with 
its  baneful  infiuence,  is  another  cause  that  will  re- 
tard the  consummation  of  the  paper  system,  in  the 
total  ruin  of  the  lower  and  middle  classes.  And 
here  is  the  true  secret  of  the  unparalelled  emigra- 
tions of  the  last  three  or  four  years.  The  people 
of  middling  property,  finding  themselves  incapable, 
in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  subsistence, 
and  fae  tax  to  the  paper  aristocracy,  of  living  in 
the  enjoyments  of  their  usual  comforts — emigrate 
as  far  from  tlie  sphere  of  banks  as  possible.  They 
go  where  there  is  no  bank  tax  to  pay.  Formerly 
it  was  the  people  of  no  property  that  emigrated  to 
the  west — now  it  is  the  people  of  moderate  inde- 
pendence, who  cannot  enjoy  their  usual  comforts  at 
home,  and  fiy  to  the  west,  as  an  asylum.  But  they 
will  fly  in  vain,  if^  the  mad,  mischievous — or  rather 
the  unprincipled  system,  of  banking  continues  to  be 
adopted  with  such  hungry  avidity  by  the  specula- 
tors of  that  region.  The  system,  will  in  time  de- 
populate the  new  states,  as  it  is  now  depopulating 
the  old. — The  emigrant  will  pass  them  by,  and 
seek  yet  farther,  in  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  or 
the  boundless  prairies,  for  a cheap  country — the 
object  of  every  poor  man’s  pilgrimage.  When  the 
vacuum  js  filled  up,  then  and  not  till  then  will 
our  fate  become  the  fate  of  England — splendid  mi- 
sery! In  the  mean  time  however,  we  are  paying  our 
twenty  millions  of  taxes  to  the  paper  aristocracy — 
our  laborers  are  impoverished — our  farmers  are 
driven  from  their  homes  to  the  west,  and  nobody 
prospers,  but  brokers,  speculators,  and  bank  direc- 
tors. The  nation  is  enfeebled  into  a bloated  mass, 
whose  strongest  limbs  are  crippled  by  the  oppres- 
sion of  a system  partial  to  one  part,  and  ruinous  to 
every  other— Its  very  appearance  of  wealth  is 
nothing  but  splendid  beggary-rfor  in  the  absence  of 
silver  and  gold,  its  enormous  burthens  of  paper 
rags  add  nothing  to  the  means  of  happiness — still 
less  to  its  real  strenght.  The  strength,  and  re- 
sources  of  every  state,  are  those  which  can  be 
brought  into  operation  in  time  of  public  danger. 
The  paper  monster  turns  traitor  to  the  country 
when  its  services  are  most  wanted.  It  must  be 
pampered  with  new  immunities,  and  conciliated 
by  the  sacrifice  of  new  victims;  and  even  then  it 
will  give  its  aid  only  at  the  price  of  the  sacrifice 
of  the  public  interest.  Have  the  people  forgot  the 
last  war,  its  triumphs,  its  movr,lfic!^tiqns  audits 


lessons.?  Have  they  forgot  the  gambols  of  the  paper 
aristocracy — which  levied  an  usurious  interest  on 
the  government,  and  repaid  the  authors  of  its  ex- 
istence, by  making  a speculation  on  tkeir  necessi- 
ties? 

In  assisting  to  put  down  if  possible,  a system  thus 
recommended  by  nothing  but  the  mischiefs  it  pro- 
duces, I seek  to  make  myself  agreeable  to  no  par- 
ticular class  of  men,  except  honest  ones.  I know 
not  what  revolutions  its  downfall  may  produce,  in 
the  different  states,  nor  can  I conceive  of  any,  but 
such  as  must  be  salutary.  The  toilers  who  have 
connected  it  with  the  views,  and  interests  of  party, 
may  have  pure  intentions,  but  they  have  not 
sought  their  accomplishment  by  means  edjually 
pure.  The  banking  system,  seems  to  have  little 
to  do  with  party,  for  b®th  parties  appear  equally 
willing  to  partake  its  gains,  and  to  assist  most  lov- 
ingly at  the  apotheosis  of  every  new  bank.  If  we 
look  at  the  votes  of  legislatures,  we  shall  see  all 
parties  confounded  together.  The  subject  appears 
to  me  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  politi- 
cal struggles,  and  it  it  should  ever  be  made  a par- 
ty question,  the  truth  will  be  buried  in  the  rubbish 
of  political  altercation  and  passion  will  decide  tliis 
great  question,  instead  of  facts  and  reasonings. 
My  sole  and  only  object  in  these  letters  is  to  de- 
stroy the  paper  system  of  banking,  not  by  a change 
of  one  man  for  another,  but  by  a change  in  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  people,  who  alone  can, 
and  will  put  it  down,  simply  by  withdrawing  their 
confidence  from  [dishonored]  paper  money.  No  re- 
volution of'parties,  which  relieves  the  people  from 
a tax  of  twenty  millions,  and  destroys  a privileged 
order  which  revels  in  the  spoils  of  industry,  can  be 
otherwise  than  salutary  in  its  consequences,  to  the 
glory  and  happiness  of  this  country.  But  let  us 
not  confound  things  together  that  have  no  connec- 
tion in  nature,  or  in  fact.  'I'he  present  adtninistra^ 
tion  has  no  community  of  cause  xdth  the  paper  bank- 
ing  system. 

Before  I conclude  this  letter,  let  me  not  forget  to 
express  my  surprise  at  the  profound  silence' of  the 
public  papers,  so  obstinately  preserved  on  this  mo- 
mentous question.  It  cannot  assuredly  be  from  a 
mistaken  idea  that  the  subject  is  of  no  manner  of 
consequence.  The  paper  system  must  either  be  a 
blessing  or  a curse.  If  the  first,  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  vindicated  from  the  charges  brought  against 
it;  if  the  second,  it  is  the  duty  of  a fkee  press  to 
appear  in  behalf  of  the  people.  Let  not  this  dead 
.silence  be  mistaken,  sir— it  is  not  the  silence  of  con? 
tempt,  but  o*  cowardice.  Yet  if  these  watchful 
guardians  of  the  lowly,  deceived  and  oppressed, 
find  it-iugrth  their  -while  to  be  silent — they  certainlv 
might  find  it  still  more  profitable,  to  appear  in  de- 
fence of  this  grateful  paper  order  of  itobility,  and 
their  paper  system.  Or  perhaps,  as  both  parties 
are  equally  deep  in  the  sin  of  the  system,  they 
don’t  just  now  percei  /e  any  party  purpose  to  be 
gained  by  their  interference.  Or  perhaps  the  pow- 
erful influence  that  has  thus  mu?zled  the  press,  in 
its  prospective  wisdom,  hopes  that  by  bending 
down  in  the  acquiesence  of  silent  huinlliiy,  the 
storm  will  soon  blovv  over,  and  they  may  hold  their 
heads  higher  than  ever.  Let  them  not  believe— 
let  them  not  ever  hope  it.  The  destroying  angel 
of  truth  is  gone  forth^  against  them,  the  spirit  of 
enquiry  which  will  yet  in  spite  of  the  silence  of  the 
press,  pervade  ail  classes  on  this,  the  mqst  impor- 
tant subject  w[iich  has  been  brought  before  the 
people  Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  must, 
and  will  eventually  lead  to  a final  decision.  It,  can- 
not die  a natural  death — it  muat  either  be  deposed 
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and  strangled,  or  it  will  become  oiir  tyrant.  As  it 
respects  myself— I for  one,  ‘‘while  1 live  and  move^ 
and  have  a being”  will  never  let  it  rest.  I devote 
myself  to  watching  its  progress,  exposing  its  ef- 
fects, and  denouncing  its  mischiefs,  until  the  system 
shall  have  arrived  at  its  consummation,  in  the 
total  subjection  and  abject  pauperism  of  the  peo- 
ple— or  until  they  rise  in  their  might,  and  put  it 
down  never  to  rise  again. 

['Phe  editor  takes  the  liberty  to  add,  that  the 
time  is  believed  to  be  at  hand  when  a liberated  press 
will  thunder  awful  truth  into  the  hearts  of  the 
guilty,  and  rouse  tire  people  to  an  emancipation  of 
themselves.  A^yf’t,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
the  cily  news  papers  tremble  at  the  very  mention 
of  a stand  against  a system,  acknowledged  wrong 
in  itself  and  rujnous  in  its  consequences — for  the 
core  of  the  polluted  excrescence  is  in  th^m,  and  the 
idea  of  annihilation  fetUrs  the  will  to  essay  its 
extraction.  But  we  shall  do  better  after  a little 
while — many  enlightened  editors  is  country  plac- 
es have  nobly  stepped  forward — a wholesome  re- 
action will  he  produced,  and  truth  sliall  prevail. 
8uch  has  been  the  animation  caused  by  the  es- 
says on  banking  in  this  paper,  that,  by  republica- 
tions and  otherwise,  1 am  convinced  6iey  are 
considered  by  at  least  /7/i^  thousand,  perhaps  by  an 
hundred  thousand  men.  I know  that  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  the  neighbors  regularly  col- 
lect by  dozens  to  hear  the  Register  read.] 


Indian  War. 

An  awful  military  act  has  been  performed  by 
general  Jackson.  The  wretched  Jirhuthiwt  and  Am- 
bristie  liave  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  crimes.  We 
were  mistaken  in  believing  that  the  former  was 
only  another  name  for  Woodbine — that  unfeel- 
ing moTister  has  escaped;  he  was  in  Jamaica  early 
in  April  last,  as  appears  by  a letter  received  in 
-Baltimore.  I'lie  decisive  conduct  of  the  com- 
manding general  may  divert  his  attention  to  some 
other  means  of  getting  a livelihood  than  that  of 
exciting  the-savages  to  murder  the  unoffending. 

Every  body  is  familiar  with  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Arbuiknot — he  was  Wood^jihb’s  right 
liand  man,  or  rather  a full  partner  in  his  sphemes  of 
bloody  mischief.  Ambrisiie,  who  served  as  an  engi- 
neer under  colonel  J^'icholls,  was  commander  of  the 
siegro  allies.  Another  account  calls  fhis  person 
IVarburtnn — see  below.  Those  persons,  assisted, 
perhaps,  by  others  yet  unknown,  uselessly  caused 
tlie  deaths  of  several  thousand  hiiman  beings — by 
having  been  the  real  authors,  or  at  least  the  princi- 
pal agents  and  supporters  of  the  late  and  present 
wars  with  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles. 

If  rigid  justice  ever  required  the  life  of  man  to 
expiate  his  offences  or  prevent  a repetition  of 
wrong,  the  lives  of  Arhulhnpt  and  Ambrisiie,  or 
Wavbiu'ton,  were  justly  forfeited,  if  their  charac- 
ter has  been  faithfully  represented  in  any  of  the 
multitudinous  accounts  we  have  received  of  their 
iwoceedings.  But  this  is  an  abstract  principle  and 
and  its  application,  in  the  present  case,  m.ay  cause  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  itspropriety  to  exist,  and 
especially  so  if  the  Floridas  can  be  considered  as  a 
neutral  country — ifthe  fact  is  not  proved  that  they 
have  trespassed  on  our  territory,  and  there  excited 
those  murders  which  led  to  the  last  or  caused  the 
present  war.  We  shall,  no  doubt,  soon  have  a de- 
tail of  all  the  facts  belonging  to  them  and  their 
adherents — and  no  man  ought  to  form  a definite 
opinion  respecting  their  execution  until  he  has  a 
- ^‘yiew  of  the  whole  ground.”  This  is  very  certain, 


tliat  tiie  Floridas  have  never  been  a neutral  coun- 
try since  the  year  1813 — and  we  every  day  find  ad- 
ditional reason  to  regret  that,  when  Spain  openly 
permitted,  or  suffered,  the  country  to  be  a depot  for 
British  armies  and  British  agents,  to  operate  upon 
the  restless  disposition  of  the  savages  within  our 
territory,  and  carry  into  effect  the  “holy”  scheme 
of  causing  the  slaves  to  rise  upon  and  murder  their 
masters  and  desolate  the  southern  states,  as  it  was 
determined  should  happen — we  did  not  fairly  take 
possession  of  both  Floridas,  and  keep  it  until  Spain 
at  least  was  rvilling  and  was  able  to  fulfil  her  treaties 
with  us,  as  to  restraining  the  savages,  and  of  pre- 
venting the  country  from  bejng  an  asylum  for  the 
most  unprincipled  set  of  men  that  ever  disgraced 
the  hutnan  form — agents  of  secret  murder.  and  in- 
discriminate death. 

The  follovring  are  extract^  from  a letter,  written 
by  Charles  Gassedy,  esq.  of  Tennessee,  to  his  friend 
in  New-York,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  of 
that  city— it  notices  some  of  the  facts  that  have  a 
bearing  on  the  case: 

1st.  la  the  year  1814  there  were  landed,  from  the 
best  informatipn,  within  the  Spanish  province  of 
E?ist  Florida,  t\venty-two  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
and  three  hundred  barrels  of  fixed  ammunition^ 
intended  for  the  Greek  Indians.  Some  of  these 
arms  bore  the  Tower-hill  stamp — were  new,  and 
were  brought  into  the  American  camp. 

2d.  AVhen  gen.  Jackson  invaded  Pensacola,  the 
fort  called  f‘The  Barrancas”  was  garisoned  by  En- 
glish troops,  who,  on  his  advance,  evacuated  and 
blew  it  up,  under  an  apprehension  that  he  would 
take  it  by  storm,  and  turn  the  guns  on  their  ships  ' 
of  wai%  which  lay  in  the  harbor. 

3d.  It  is  very  possible,  and  1 imagine  that  Gon- 
zales Murique,  who  was  at  that  period  governor  of 
Pensacola,  previously  to  this  invasion,  avowed,  in 
a written  communication,  that  he  would  supply  the 
Creek  Indians  with  every  thing  in  his  power.  Whe- 
ther this  letter  was  the  production  of  English  poli- 
cy operating  on  Spanish  stupidity;  or  whether  it 
was  the  offspring  of  a mercantile  house  in  Pensa- 
cola; or  whether  it  was  the  impotent  fulmination 
of  an  infatuated  adherent  to  pusillanimous  royality, 
cannot  be  well  determined — but,  in  any  event,  the 
neutrality  of  this  province  was  violated,  against  the 
interest  of  Uie  United  States,  without  even  a pro- 
test against  it  on  the  part  of  Spain; — and  without 
even  a communication  of  the  fact,  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  7th  military  district.” 

He  intimates  an  intention,  hereafter  to  communi- 
cate— “How  far  the  same  spirit  of  covert  hostility, 
to  the  United  States,  has  been  evinced  from  the 
same  sources,  since  the  commencement  of  the  late 
affair.” 

From  theJVetv  Orleans  Gazette,  J\Jax/^\2. 

A party  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  amounting 
to  hear  50,  arrived  in  this  tovvn  on  Sunday  last, 
from  St.  Marks.  Gen  Jackson  had  discharged  all 
his  militia;  and  himself,  with  1200  regular  troops, 
had  taken  up  his  line  of  march  to  the  west.  We 
shall  not  pretend  to  say  what  is  the  object  of  this 
movement;  or  why  he  has  ordered  a number  of 
cannon  to  be  despatched  from  Mobile  to  Fort 
Montgomery.  If  his  purpose  be  to  reach  the  Ala- 
bama, Pensacola  will  not  be  far  out  of  his  way, 
and  he  may  probably  halt  there  in  order  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  governor  and  the  Indians  his  guests. 

We  are  informed  that  the  power  of  the  savages 
is  totally  broken,  their  towns  burnt,  their  corn 
destroyed,  their  cattle  driven  off,  and  their  wives 
and  children,  to  the  number  of  350,  captured  and 
safely  lodged  in  fort  G^^sden.  Previously  to  Utese 
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results  they  had,  on  three  or  four  different  occa- 
sions presumed  to  offer  a show  of  resistance,  but 
their  efforts  were  feeble  and  spiritless,  and  they 
were  invariably  routed  without  material  loss  on 
the  part  of  our  army.  The  Indians  only  are  liable 
to  tnis  imputation  of  pusillanimity;  theiv  sable  allies 
displayed  greater  resolution.  A detachment  of 
these  latter,  having  been  attacked  in  the  night, 
defended  themselves  with  the  courage  of  men  who 
are  conscious  of  guilt,  and  hopeless  of  pardon;  and 
fought  till  near  one  half  of  them  were  killed.  They 
were  commanded  by  a white  man,  named  Warbur- 
ton,  who  was  formerly  an  officer  of  engineers  in 
the  British  service,  and  who  acted  as  aid-de-oump 
to  col.  Nichols,  in  his  unsuccessful  attack  on  Mo- 
bile Point  in  September,  1814.  His  rencontre,  with 
Jackson  terminated  his  career;  he  was  captured, 
tried  by  a court  martial,  condemned  and  shot. 

Arbuthnot,  also  a white  man,  the  leader  of  the  In- 
dians, who  supplied  them  with  weapons  and  ammu- 
nition, who  instructed  them  in  the  trade  of  assassi,- 
nation,  and  counselled  them  as  to  the  means  of  extir- 
padiig  the  frontier  inhabitants,  was  hanged  on  board 
of  a vessel.  It  is  difficult  to  contemplaie  the  execu- 
tion of  a criminal  without  feeling  a slight  degree 
of  commiseration  for  his  fate:  few  are  so  depraved 
as  not  to  possess  some  on‘e  redeeming  good  quality 
to  excite  regret  that  it  is  necessary  to  offer  them 
victims  to  avenging  justice.  But  in  viewing  the 
end  of  Arbuthnot  and  Warburton,  the  mind  can  ex- 
perience no  other  sensation  than  complacency  that 
guilt  so  full,  so  unexampled  as  theirs,  has  received 
its  merited  punishment.  And  indeed  what  pity 
do  they  deserve;  who,  born  and  educated  in  the 
bosom  of  civilized  society,  I)ave  identified  them- 
selves with  cannibals,  thirsting  after  human  blood; 
who  could  excite,  applaud  and  recompense  their 
deeds  of  ferocity.? 

From  the  Lonisiava  Gazette,  May  12. 

A number  of  Tennesseans,  who  lately  were  vo- 
lunteers in  Jackson’s  army  in  Florida,  arrived 
here  on  Sunday  from  tlie  scene  of  action.  From 
their  report  the  following  particulars  are  derived 
concerning  the  movements  of  the  American  army. 

The  accounts,  via  Mobile,  hadleft  generalJaek- 
son  on  liis  march  to  attack  the  Indian  encampment 
at  Swancey.  It  now  appears  that  on  the  approach 
of  our  troops,  some  skirmishes  took'  place,  in 
which  the  savages  lost  some  men.  The  main  body 
of  the  Indians  then  retired  to  St.  Augustine  for 
shelter.  General  Jackson  pursued  them  some  dis- 
tance, when  he  discovered  an  encampment  defend- 
ed by  340  negroes;  they  were  atttacked  immediate- 
ly, forced,  and  about  80  killed  or  wounded.  About 
300  Indian  women  and  children  were  also  taken  by 
the  army  in  the  march. 

Gen.  Jackson  now  discharged  the  Tennessee  vo- 
lunteers, and  with  the  rest  of  his  army  took  up  a 
line  of  march  for  Fort  Gadsden. 

It  was  thought  by  some  that  the  general  might 
pay  a vi.sit  to  Pensacola.  The  commander  of  the 
blacks,  an  Englishman,  who  had  .served  as  an  engi- 
neer under  colonel  Nichols,  was  taken,  tried  by  a 
court  martial  and  shot. 

Arbuthnot  was  hung  on  the  24th  of  April. 

Sa-oannah,  May  22— On  the  1st  inst.  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambristie,  who  were  taken  at  the  capture  of 
fort  St.  Mark’s,  were  tried  by  a court  martial,  in 
pursuance  to  an  order  from  gen.  Jackson,  of  which 
gen.  Gaines  was  the  president.  Both  were  con- 
demned to  die.  The  former  was  sentenced  to  be 
hung — the  latter  to  be  shot.  They  were  executed 
on  the  3d  inst,  agreeably  to  the  mandate  of  the 


court.  It  is  said  that  Ambristie  died  like  a soldier 
— he  was  cool  and  firm  to  the  last  moment— Ar- 
buthnot was  much  agitated,  and  evinced  great 
fear.  A man  by  the  name  of  Cook,  one  of  the  ac- 
co.mplices  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie,  turned  evi- 
dence against  them,  and  on  his  testimony  they  were 
convicted.  The  charges  and  specifications  alleg- 
ed against  them  were,  1st.  for  supplying  the  In- 
dians with  arms  and  munitions  of  War.  2d.  for 
stirring  them  up  against  the  whites,  3d.  as  spies  -- 
Ambristie  was  a lieutenant  in  the  British  army  ami 
an  intelligent,  fine  looking  man.  Arbuthnot  is 
an  old  offender,  and  has  ofteii  been  advised  to  de- 
sist from  exciting  the  savages  against  the  frontier 
people  of  our  state.  He  was  the  bosom  friend  of 
tl)e  famous  Woodbine;  who  we  fervently  wish  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Jackson — for  a greater  vil 
lian  curses  not  the  face  of  the  earth. — Rep. 

From  the  Georgia  Journal. 

Messrs.  Grantlands — It  is  due  to  the  public,  to 
myself,  and  to  the  men  I commanded  in  the  late 
expedition  under  capt.  Wright,  to  state,  that  many 
false  reports,  relative  to  tlieidestruction  of  the  Che- 
haw  village,  have  been  put  in  circulation  by  wick- 
ed and  evil  disposed  persons;  and  I am  sorry  to  find 
that  there  is  so  great  a disposition  among  the  peo- 
ple to  credit  the  gross  mijrepresentations  that  have 
been  made. — I suppose  the  words  of  many  mert  in 
the  detachment  ought  to  have  as  much  vveiglit  as 
the  declarations  of  perfidious  savages,  and  those 
concerned  with  them  in  trade.  The  statement 
made  by  capt.  Robinson,  of  Laurens,  is  substan- 
tially true;  and  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Pearre,  in  the 
“Reflector,”  that  the  detachment  carried  a white 
flag,  and  fire<l  into  the  Indians  while  tire  hand  of 
friendship  was  extended  to  tlrem,  is  not  so.  The 
detachment  never  entered  tiie  town  as  friends;  and 
at  the  time  the  Indian,  who  was  killed,  held  out  the 
flag,  or  colors,  they  were  firing  from  the  same  hou^e 
at  us:  TIMOTHY  L.  ROGERS. 

Jones  county,  May  15,  1818. 


Army  of  the  United  States, 

ADJT.  AND  iKSP.  generad’s  oi’fice,  April  39, 1818! 
General  order. — Promotions  and  appointments 

made  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  since 

tlie  publication  of  the  Register  for  January,  1818 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1st.  lieut.  James  Gadsden,  to  be  captain,  15th 
April,  1818,  vice  Patridge,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Horace  C.  Story,  to  be  1st.  lieut.  15th 
April,  1811,  vice  Gadsden,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  AVm.  H,  Chase,  2d  lieut.  15th 
April,  1818,  vice  Story,  promoted. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

3d  lieut.  John  Hills,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  January 
1818,  vice  Rigal. 

3d  lieut.  John  Symington,  to  be  2d  lieut.  18th 
April,  1818,  vice  M’iVIahon,  resigned. 

CORPS  OI<’  ARTILLERY. 

Brevet  lieut,  col,  John  B.  Walbach,  captain,  to 
be  major,  25lh  April,  1818,  vice  Armistead,  deceas- 
ed. 

1st  lieut.  R.  R.  Ruffin,  to  be  captain,  20th  .March, 
1818,  vice  Allen  resigned. 

1st  lieut.  John  Erving,  to  be  captain,  25th  April, 
1818,  vice  Walbach,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Joseph  Bosque,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
March,  1818,  vice  Sharp,  resigned, 

2d  lieut.  Robert  Beall,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
March,  1818,  vice  Ruffin,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  John  A.  Dix,  to  be  1st  lieut.  23d  Marcli, 
1818,  vice  Byrd,  resigned. 
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Promotions  made,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  AprU  20th,  which  giyes  to 
each  company  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  two  1st 
lieutenants  in  lieit  of  the  3d  lieutenant,  before 
authorized. 

2d  lieiit.  lo  L.  Gardner,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  T.  I.  Harrison,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818.  ' 

2d  lieut.  G.  W.  Gardiner,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  C.  3.  Merchant,  to  be  1st  liept.  20l4y 
April,  1818. 

2d  lietjf.  Nath.  G.  Dana,  to  be  1st  l|eut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  Jolip  Monroe,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2 1 lieut.  J.  S.  Allanson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20tb 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieiit.  L.  G.  De  Russy,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818.  ' . 

2d  lieut.  Thos.  Childs,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th  April 
1818.  - 

2d  lieu|;.  .[ac.  Schmuck,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

' 2d  lieut.  Charles  Mellon,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

' 2d  lieut,  John  S.  Pierce,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20lh 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  Allen  Lowd,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th  April, 
1818. 

2d  lieut.  G.  S.  Wilkins,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 

April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  J.  Ripeley,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th  April, 
1818. 

2d  lieut.  Tim.  Green,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th  April, 
18i8.‘  ' ‘ • ’ - 

2d  lieut.  Isaac  E.  Craig,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818  ' . 

2d  lieut.  C.  M,  Thruston,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20lb 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  H.  W.  Ritzhugh,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20tb 
April,  1818,  ‘ ’ 

2d  lieut.  J.  Davis,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
1818. 

2d  lieut.  E.  Humphrey,  to  be  1st  Ikut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut,  D.  S.  Andrews,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  N,  G.  IVilkinson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818.  . - I 

2d  lieut.  Elisha  Brimhall,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818.  ... 

2d  lieut.  H.  H.  Minton,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818.  ' ' ' , ' . 

2d  lieut.  H.  K.  Mead,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20th  April, 
1818.  ■ 

2d  lieut,  H.  M.  Simons,  to  be  1st  Reut.  20th 
April,  1818.  • 

2d  lieut.  J.  S.  Abeel,  to  be  fst  lieut.  20th  April, 
1818.  " ' ' 

2d  lieut;  W.  T.  Willard,  to  be  1st  lieut.  20tli 
April,  1818.  . . 

2d.  lieut.  R.  H.  Lee,  to  be  1st  lietlt.  20th  April, 
1818. 

2d  lieut.  Jesse  MTlvain,  to  be  1st  Reut,  20th 
April,  1818. 

2d  Rent.  W.  L.  Booth,  to  be  1st  Rieut.  25th  April, 
1818,  vice  Erving,  promoted. 

3d  lieut.  E.  J.  Lambert,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  March, 
|818,  vice  Bosque,  promoted. 

3tl  lieut.  AV.  G.  M’Neill,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  Marcli, 
1818,  vice  Johnson,  resigned.  ' 


3d  lieut.  C.  M,  Eakin,  to  be  2d  lieut.  20th  March, 
1818,  vice  Beall,  promoted. 

3d  lieut.  M.  A.  Patrick,  to  be  2d  lieut.  23d 
March,  1818,  vice  D;x,  prompted. 

3d  lieut.  Edward  Polk,  to  be  2d  lieut.  2nd 
April,  1818,  vice.  Henderson,  di.smissed. 

3d  lieut.  David  C.  Nichols,  to  be  2d  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

3d  lieut.  John  Gassaway,  to  be  2d  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

3 1.  lieut.  AVm.  Wright  to  be  2d  lieut.  20th  April, 

1818. 

3d  lieut.  C.  Pierce,  to  be  2d  lleqt.  2Qth  April, 

1818. 

3d  lieut.  Samuel  Hodges,  to  be  2d  lieut.  20th 
April,  1818. 

FIRST  REGIMEXT  INFANTRY. 

Brevet  colonel  John  M’Neal  major  of  the  5th 
infantry,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  24th  Feb.  1818, 
vice  Ball,  deceased. 

• 23  lieut.  Truman  Cross,  to  be  1st  lieut  2d  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  vice  PauRing. 

2d  lieut.  James  Scallen,  to  be  1st  Reut.  qlst 
January,  1818,  Vice  Donoho,  re.signed. 

2d  lieut.  James  Coliins,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
March,  1818,  vice  Houston,  resigned. 

SF-CDNl)  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

Brevet  major  Enos  Cutler,  captain  of  the  4tR 
Infantry,  to  be  major,  10th  Peb.  1818,  vice  Leaven- 
worth, prompted. 

THIRD  REGIMENT  INFANTHY. 

Lieut,  colonel  Joseph  L,  Smith,  of  the  5th  infan 
try,  to  be  colonel,  10th  Reb.  1818,  vice  Miller,  re- 
signed. 

2d  lieut.  Andrew  Lewis,  to  be  1st  lieut.  10th, 
Feb.  1818,  vice  Sturgus,  resigned. 

roUHTtt  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

1st  lieut.  James  M.  Giassel,  to  be  captain,  lOth 
Feb.  1818,  vice  Cutler,  promoted. 

1st  lieut,  Francis  L.  Dade,  to  be  captain,  24  Feb. 
1818,  vice  Muhienburg,  promoted.  ^ 

2d  lieut.  Henry  R.  Dulany,  to  be  1st  lieut.  IQlh 
Feb.  1818,  vice  Glassed,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  AVm.,  F.  Taylor,  to  be  1st  lieut.  24  Feb. 
1818,  vipe  Dade,  promoted. 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

Brevet  colonel  Henry  Leavenworth,  major  of  the 
2d  infantry,  to  be  lieut.  colonel,  10th  Feb.  1818, 
vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Brevet  major  Peter  Muldenburg,  captain  of  the 
4th  infantry,  to  be  major,  24th  Feb.  1818,  vice 
M’Neal,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Thomas  Hunt,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st  July, 
1817,  vice  Martin,  dropped. 

SEVENTH  INFANTRY. 

1st  lieut.  F.  S.  Gray,  to  be  captain,  1st  June, 

1817,  vice  Tipton. 

2d  lieut.  Angus  W.  M’Donald,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
April,  1818.  

RIFLE  REGIMENT. 

1st  lieut.  Leweilen  Hickman,  to  be  captain,  19th 
Feb.  1818,  vice  Dufphey,  resigned. 

1st  lieut.  Stoughton  Gantt,  to  be  captain,  15tl|, 
April,  1818,  vice  Calbpun,  resigned,  ^ 

2d  lieuL  Wm.  G.  Shade,  1st  lieut.  15th  Feb. 

1818,  vice  Hickman,  prompted. 

2d  lieut.  John  Qanlt,  to  be  1st  lieut.  5th  April, 
1818,  vice  Broughton,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Gabriel  Fieldl,  to  be  1st  lieut.  15th  April, 
1818,  vice  Gantt,  promoted. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Thomas  S.  Jesup,  lieut.  colonel  of  the  3d  infan- 
try to  be  adjutant  general,  nortiiern  division,  27^h 
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Milo  Mason,  captain  of  artillery,  to  be  deputy 
quarter  master  general,  13th  Feb,  1818. 

Henry  Staunton,  to  be  assistant  quarter-master 
general,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

Archibald  W.  Hamilton,  to  be  assistant  deputy 
quarter-inasier  general,  13lh  Feb.  1818. 

Mordiecai  Hale,  to  be  post  surgeon,  13th  Feb. 
1818, 

Andrew  M’lnlire,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  light  artil- 
lery, 13th  Feb.  1818. 

Samuel  Johnson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  light  artil- 
lery, 18th  April,  18 i 8. 

Charles  B,  Talmadge,  to  be  paymaster,  light  ar- 
tillery, 27th  March. 

John  M,  Hanson,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
pist  April,  1818. 

Cars  ton  Povvel,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infantry  13  th 
Feb.  1818. 

George  C.  Spencer,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infantry, 
13th  Feb.  1818. 

Wm,  Seaton,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infaatry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

Wm.  Harney,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

Jehiel  Brooks,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

Wm.  K.  Jouett,  to  be  2d  lieut  first  infantry,  19th 
Feb.  181,8. 

John  Stone,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infantry,  18th 
April,  1818. 

Alexander  B.  Garrard,  to  be  2d  lieut.  first  infan- 
try, 18th  April,  1818. 

Wm.  M.  Gray,  to  be  2d  lieut.  second  infantry, 
19th  Feb.  1818. 

John  L.  Elbert,  to  be  2d  lieut.  second  infantry, 
18th  April,  1818. 

Peter  W.  Grayson,  to  be  2d  lieut.  third  infantry, 
13th  Feb.  1818.  ^ 

Abram  Musser,  to  be  2d  lieut.  third  infantry, 
18th  April,  1818. 

Wm.  S.  Comstock,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate  21st 
April,  1818. 

Joseph  P.  Bunting,  to  be  second  lieut.  4th  infan- 
try, 13th  Feb.  1818. 

John  D.  Orr,  to  be  second  lieut.  4th  infanty,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

Wm.  Lear,  to  be  second  lieut.  4th  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

William  Gamp,  jr,  to  be  seeond  lieut.  4th  infantry, 
13th  Feb.  1818. 

William  C.  KT.  Armistead,  to  be  2d  lieut,  4th 
infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

Quin  B.  Heronimus,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infantry, 
19th  Feb- 1818. 

William  H.  Barclay,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infkntry, 
18th  April,  1818. 

Lee  Slaughter,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infantry,  18th 
April,  1818. 

William  A.  M.  Parker,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4tfi  infan- 
try, 18th  April,  1818. 

Thomas  R.  Broom,  to  be  paymaster,  4th  infantry, 
13th  Fi^b.  1818. 

William  G.  Camp,  to  be  2d  lieut.  5tli  infantry, 
13tb  Feb.  1818. 

Edmund  P.  Tyler,  to  be  2d  lieut.  5th  infantry, 
13th  Feb.  1818. 

Henry  Wilkins,  to  be  2d  lieut,  5th  infantry,  18th 
April,  1818. 

Joseph  Wallace,  to  be  surgeon,  5th  infantry,  18th 
April,  1818. 

C.  P,  L,  Durand,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  infantry,  13th 
?'eb.l818.  ^ 

William  A.  Mix,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  infantry, 

23th  Feb.  f 818. 


Robert  Lyman,  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 
1st  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

R.  J.  Easter,  to  be  1st  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13tli 
Feb.  1818. 

James  M’Lean,  to  be  1st  lieut.  7th  infantry.  27th 
March,  1818.  * 

Angus  W.  M’Donald,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery 
to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818.  ^ 

H.  Berryman,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818, 

George  Murdock,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

Henry  S.  Mallory,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818; 

Thos.  C.  Wilhight,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry, 
18th  April,  1818, 

Samuel  B.  Jones,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry.  18th 
April,  1818. 

Benjamin  Vincent,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry 
18th  April,  1818. 

W.  N Bronaugh,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry,  18lh 
April,  1818. 

Richard  D.  Davis,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry 
18th  April,  1818. 

Richard  Wash,  to  be  2d  lieut.  Ah  infantry.  18th 
April,  1818. 

Stephen  H.  Webb,  to  be  1st  lieut.  8th  infantry 
13th  Feb.  1818. 

Ethan  A.  Hitchcock,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

J,  M.  Washington,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

Jeremiah  Yancey,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

W.  Whartley,  3d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery,  be  2d 
lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

George  W.  Alien,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry. 
13th  Feb.  1818. 

John  Whitman,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

John  Page,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th  Feb. 
1818. 

Cornelius  Gates,  to  be  2d  lieut^  8th  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

John  Wheelock,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

John  Philbrick,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  21st 
April,  1818. 

''  Thadcleus  Hubbard,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  8th 
infantry,  13th  Feb.  1818. 

Francis  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment,  13th 
Feb.  1818. 

Thomas  W.  Kavenaugh,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regi- 
ment, 13th  Feb.  1818. 

Loring  Palmer,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment,  18th 
April,  1818. 

Thomas  Martin,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment, 
18th  April,  1818- 

Daniel  H.  Campbell,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regi- 
ment, April  18th,  1818. 

Martin  Scott,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment, 
April  18th,  1818.  ' 

George  C.  Catlett,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment, 
18th  April,  1818, 

John  Hall,  to  be  paymaster,  rifle  regiment,  18th 
April,  1818. 

John  Gale,  to  be  surgeon,  rifle  regiment,  18th 
vVpril,  1818. 

Those  officers  whose  stations  are  changed  by 
promotion,  will  repair  to  their  new  commands,  and 
those  appointed  will  report  to  the  head  quarters  of 
their  regiment  and  corps,  as  well  as  to  this  office. 

Tlie  following  arrangements  have  been  adopted 
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for  carrying"  into  effect  the  act  for  regulating  the 
staff  of  the  army,  passed  April  14,  1818. 

Brigadier  general  William  Gumming,  to  be  quar- 
ter master  general,  18th  April,  1818,  in  lieu  of  the 
quarter  masters  general  of  division,  who  are  super- 
seded by  the  law. 

George  Bender,  captain  5th  infantry  to  be  assist, 
dep.  quar.  mas.  gen,  18th  April,  1818. 

William  A.  Barron,  to  be  assist,  dep.  quar.  mas. 
gen.  18th  April,  1818. 

Archibald  Darrah,  to  be  assist,  dep.  quar.  mas. 
gen.  18th  April,  1818, 

Richard  J.  Easter,  to  be  assist,  dep.  quar.  mas. 
gen.,  18th  April,  1818. 

Joel  Spencer,  to  be  assist,  dep.  quar.  mas.  gen. 
18th  April.  1818. 

Hos.  surgeon,  J.  Lovell,  to  be  surgeon  general, 
18th  April,  1818. 

Hosp.  surgeons,  T.  Watkins  and  J.  C.  Bronaiigh, 
to  be  assistants  surgeons  general  18th  April,  1818, 
in  lieu  of  the  hospital  surgeons,  who  are  superseded 
by  the  law. 

J.  Mann,  late  hospital  surgeon,  to  be  post  sur- 
geon, 18th  April,  1818. 

D.  C.  Kerr,  late  hos.  sur.  to  be  post  sur.  18th 
April,  1818. 

J.  Shaw,  late  hos.  sur.  to  be  post  sur.  18th  April^ 

1818. 

B.  Waterhouse,  late  hos.  sur.  to  be  post  sur.  18th 
April,  1818. 

E.  H.  Bell,  late  hos.  sur.  to  be  sur.  8th  infantry. 

Sylvester  Day,  late  sur.  5th  infantry,  to  be  post 

sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

W.  H.  Buckner,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur.  l^th  April,  1818. 

E.  Purcell,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post  sur. 
18th  April,  1818. 

William  Stewart,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

William  Marshall,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

•Joseph  Eaton,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post  sur. 
18th  April,  1818. 

B.  Delevan,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post  sur. 
18th  April,  1818. 

Robert  Archer,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

Thomas  Russell,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

George  C.  Clitherall,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be 
post  sur.  18th  April,  1818. 

W,  J.  Clark,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post  sur. 
18th  April,  1818. 

Samuel  C.  Muir,  late  hos.  sur.  mate,  to  be  post 
sur,  18th  April,  1818. 

^ Colonel  G.  Gibson,  late  division  quarter  master 
general,  to  be  commissary  general  of  subsistence, 
18th  April,  1818. 

R.  H.  Winder,  and  S.  A.  Storrow,  judge  advo, 
cates,  retained. 

The  officers  who  are  superseded,  under  the  act> 
and  are  not  included  in  this  arrangement,  will  be 
considered  in  service  until  the  1st  of  June  next. 

By  order  D.  PARKER, 

Adjt.  & Inspr.  Gen. 


Navy  of  the  United  States. 

List  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  promoted  during  the 
first  session  of  the  15th'  congress. 

Master  commandant  Jesse  D.  Elliot,  to  be  a post 
captain. 

Lieutenant  J^sse  Wilkinson,  to  be  a master  com- 
mandant. 


Midshipmen 
Samuel  W.  Downing, 
Richard  S,  Hunter, 
William  Pottinger, 
Henry  Henry, 

Henry  W.  Ogden, 

John  H.  Lee, 

Walter  Abbot, 

Jas.  M.  M’Intosh, 
Josiah  Tatnall, 
William  Temple, 
George  M’Cauley, 
Hugh  Nelson  Page, 
James  A.  Perry, 
Archibald  M’Neal, 
John  A.  Cook, 

William  Inman, 

Joel  Abbot, 

Lewis  E.  Simonds, 
John  M.  Dale, 


to  be  lieutenants. 

Peleg  K.  Dunham, 
Harrison  H.  Cocke, 
William  H.  Mott, 
Henry  Gray, 

Wm.  J.  M’Cluney, 
Albert  G.  Wall, 

Eph.  D.  Whitlock, 
James  F.  Curtis, 
James  Goodrum, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 
Hoi'ace  B.  Sawyer, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 
James  E.  Legare, 
Joshua  R.  Sands, 
Allen  R W.  Griffin, 
Richard  M.  Potter, 
John  L.  Cummings, 
Samuel  A.  Eakin, 
Frederick  S.  Gibbori. 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

On  the  16th  inst.  at  10  o’clock,  his  excellency 
Oliver  Wolcott  delivered  to  both  houses  of  the 
legislature  the  following  speech: 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

The  renewed  manifestation  of  public  approba- 
tion, by  which  I have  been  designated  to  preside 
in  the  councils  of  tMs  state,  has  effected  me  with 
profound  sensibility,  and  strengthened  those  senti- 
ments of  affection  and  gratitude,  which  I have  evef' 
cherished  for  my  fellow  citizens.  Relying  on  their 
magnanimity,  and  on  your  indulgent  favors  to  ex- 
cuse involuntary  errors  and  deficiencies,  I have  ac- 
cepted the  trust,  and  now  invite  your  co-operation 
in  exertion  to  promote  the  public  good,  imploring 
the  Supreme  Being  to  guide  and  direct  our  con- 
sultations. ^ 

As  a portion  of  the  people  have  expressed  a de- 
sire that  the  form  of  civil  government  in  this  state 
should  be  revised,  this  highly  interesting  subject 
will  probably  engage  your  deliberations.  I pre- 
sume that  it  will  not  be  proposed  by  any  one,  to 
impair  our  institutions,  or  to  abridge  any  one  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people.  The  state  of 
Connecticuc,  as  at  present  constituted,  is,  in  iny 
opinion,  the  most  venerable  and  precious  monu- 
ment of  republican  government  existing  among 
men.  With  the  exception  of  less  than  two  years 
from  its  first  settlement,  embracing  a period  near- 
ly coeval  with  the  revival  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  in  Europe,  all  the  powers  of  government 
have  been  directly  derived  from  the  people — The 
governors  and  councellors  have  been  annually,  and 
the  representatives  of  towns,  semi-annually  elect- 
ed by  the  freemen,  who  have  always  constituted 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  Nor  has  the  mani- 
festations of  the  power  of  freemen,  been  confined 
to  the  elections.— They  have  ever  been  accustom- 
ed to  public  consultations  artd  deliberations  of  in- 
tricacy and  importance.  Their  meetings  have 
been  generally  conducted  with  the  same  order 
and  decorum,  as  those  of  this  assembly.  No  in- 
stance is  known  in  which  a single  life  has  been  lost, 
in  consequence  of  any  mob,  tumult,  or  popular 
commotion,  The  support  of  religion,  elementary 
schools,  paupers,  public  roads  and  bridges,  com- 
prising about  eight-tenths  of  the  public  expenses, 
has  been  constantly  derived  from  taxes,  imposed  by 
the  votes  of  the  people,  and  the  most  interesting 
regulations  of  our  police  have  ever  been,  and  still 
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are,  enforced  by  officei’s  deriving  their  powers  from 
annual  popular  appointments. 

Prior  to  tiie  establishment  of  American  indepen- 
dence, the  charter  of  Cl'.arles  2d  of  England,  was 
viewed  as  the  puladium  of  the  liberties  of  Connec- 
ticut.— It  surely  merited  all  the  attachment  it  re- 
ceived; for  whatever  had  been  the  claims  of  the 
British  crown  or  nation,  to  jurisdiction,  or  terri- 
tory, they  were  all,  with  mere  nominal  exceptions, 
surrendered  to  our  ancestors,  by  that  instrument; 
especially  there  was  expressly  conceded  to  them 
and  their  posterity,  the  inestinaable  privilege  of  be- 
ing governed  by  municipal  regulations,  framed  and 
executed  by  rulers  of  their  own  appointment.  The 
revolutionary  v^ar,  of  course,  occasioned  no  change 
or  dissolution  of  our  social  system.  Considered 
merely  as  an  instrument  defining  the  powers  and 
duties  of  magistrates  and  rulers,  the  charters  may 
justly  be  considered  as  unprovisional  and  imper- 
iect;  yet  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  what  is 
now  its  greatest  defect,  was  formerly  a pre-eminent 
advantage,  it  being  then  highly  important  to  the 
people,  to  acquire  the  greatest  latitude  of  authori- 
ty,  with  an  exemption  from  British  interference 
and  control. 

If  I correctly  comprehend  the  wishes  which  have 
been  expressed  by  a portion  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
they  are  now  desii'ous,  as  the  sources  of  appre- 
hension from  external  causes  are  at  present  happi- 
ly closed,  that  the  legislative,  executive  and  judi- 
cial  authorities  of  their  own  government,  may  be 
more  precisely  defined  and  limited,  and  the  rights 
of  the  people  declared  and  acknowledged.  It  is 
your  province  to  dispose  of  this  important  subject, 
in  such  manner  as  will  best  promote  general  satis- 
faction and  tranquility. 

As  congress  have  repeatedly  declined  to  exer- 
cise the  power  with  which  they  are  invested  upon 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  it  deserves  your  con- 
sideration  wli ether  a revision  of  our  insolvent  laws 
has  not  become  expedient. — Although  fraudulent 
bankrupts  merit  severe  punishment,  yet  those  who 
are  impoverished  by  misfortunes,  and  who  render 
ail  thejustice  in  their  power,  are  entitled  to  syni- 
pathy  and  protection.  To  accomplish  any  of  the 
purposes  of  justice,  precise  statutory  regulations 
are  wanting.  Merely  to  discharge  the  persons  of 
insolvent  debtors  from  imprisonment,  leaving  their 
acquisitions  liable  to  attachment,  must  either  ren- 
der them  unprofitable  members  of  community,  or 
compel  them  to  migrate  from  the  state,  however 
meritorious  or  unfortunate,  or  present  temptations 
for  dishonest  concealments  of  property,  which  will 
rarely  be  resisted. 

The  practice  of  granting  acts  of  incorporation 
has  produced  great  changes  in  the  relations  of 
property,  and  the  ancient  modes  of  transacting  bu- 
siness in  our  country,  although  partial  inconvenien- 
ces have  been  experienced,  yet  it  is  certain  that 
the  effect  of  incorporations  in  this  state,  has  hither- 
to been  beneficial,  Being  created  by  the  law,  and  hav- 
ing acquired  the  possession  of  great  amount  of 
property,  they  are  entitled  to  ample  protection. 
As  important  consequences,  in  respect  to  the  suc- 
cession, depend  upon  the  question  whether  shares 
in  banking,  insurance,  turnpike  and  other  compa- 
nies shall  be  considered  as  real  or  personal  pro- 
perty, it  appears  to  be  expedient  that  the  point  be 
settled  by  laws.  Uporr  this  subject  I also  take  the 
liberty  to  add  that  though  no  particular  instance<»f 
abuse  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  prudence  re- 
quires that  summary  and  efficient  regulations  be 
speedily  established  for  rendering  the  manager  and 
agents  of  corporations  responsible  for  the  faithful 


execution  of  their  trusts,  and  a due  observance 
of  the  acts  of  incorporation. 

The  act  atithorising  the  appointment  of  a repor- 
ter for  the  court  of  errors,  with  a salary,  will  ex- 
pire, by  its  own  limitation,  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent session.  As  the  uniformity,  wisdom,  and  even 
purity  of  judicial  decisions  are  essentially  promot- 
ed, by  giving  publicity  to  the  principles  on  which 
they  are  founded,  1 recommend  a further  continua- 
tion of  that  act. 

Tlie  measures  of  the  last  session  for  encourag- 
ing the  extension  of  agricultural  knowledge,  ap- 
pear to  have  produced  very  beneficial  effects,  by 
exciting  a spirit  of  emulation  and  enquiry.  I sub- 
mit to  your  consideration,  whether  a moderate  an- 
nual appropriation,  to  be  distributed  according  to 
some  rule  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in  aid  of  such 
funds  as  may  be^raised  by  private  donations,  would 
not  probably  render  this  spirit  still  more  active 
and  universal. 

The  states  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  hav- 
ing proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  their  proceedings  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  deserving  the  most  serious 
consideration,  whether  the  law  of  partnership,  es- 
pecially in  relation  to  establishments  of  a perma- 
nent nature;  ought  not  to  be  revised  and  accommo- 
dated to  the  circumstances  of  our  age  and  country. 
As  this  law  exists  at  present,  no  one  can  advance 
money  to  be  employed  in  business,  under  a contract 
to  receive  a proportion  of  the  profits,  in  lieu  of  in- 
terest, without  thereby  subjecting  his  whole  pro- 
perty to  responsibility.  The  effect  is,  that  men  in 
advanced  age,  or  retired  from  business,  are  re- 
strained from  employing  their  capital  in  acts  of  be- 
nevolence or  friendship,  or  in  undertakings  which 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  community.  It 
is  well  known  that  private  loans  are  now  rarely  to 
be  obtained,  as  with  a view  to  higher  profits  than 
the  legal  rate  of  interest,  the  accumulations  wliich 
are  constantly  forming,  are  employed  in  speculations 
in  the  public  funds,  or  in  banking  institutions,  where 
the  responsibility  and  hazard  can  be  limited;  of 
course  subjecting  our  active  citizens,  employed  in 
arts,  commerce,  manufactures,  or  agricultural  im- 
provements, to  delays  and  interruptions,  for  want  of 
aid,  or  to  inevitable  dependence,  on  pecuniary  cor- 
porations. On  these  grounds,  I respectfully  invite 
you  to  consider,  whether  it  is  not  contrary  to  pub- 
lic policy,  if  not  an  abridgement  of  private  right, 
to  restrain  individuals  from  forming  partnersliips 
with  a limited  responsibility.  As  the  community 
are  interested  in  being  guarded  against  frauds 
arising  from  secret  combinations,  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  require  contracts  of  this  nature,  to  be  re- 
corded in  a public  office,  subject  to  general  inspec- 
tion: the  active  managers,and  generally  all  those  who 
personally  formed  contracts  might  be  held  respon- 
sible as  at  present,  and  it  would  not  be  inequitable, 
if  all  sums  withdrawn  from  a joint  capital  stock, 
should,  for  a limited  period,  be  liable  to  be  recal- 
led, and  rendered  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
partnership  debts.  Under  these,  and  perhaps  some 
additional  regulations,  i have  no  doubt  that  the 
public  security,  against  acts  of  insolvency,  would 
be  greatly  increased,  and  a beneficial  activity  im- 
parted to  the  resources  of  the  state. 

The  discoveries  and  improvements  in  the  useful 
arts  and  sciences,  during  the  last  fifty  years,  have 
essentially  changed  the  condition  and  relations  of 
civilized  men  throughout  the  globe.  New  and  for- 
cible' obligations  are,  |therefore,  imposed  on  all 
those*  who  are  entrusted  with  the  superinteftdance 
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of  public  affairs,  to  facilitate  to  their  fellow  crti- 
zens,  the  advantages  of  the  present  enterprising 
age.  During  a considerable  period,  the  relative 
wealth,  importance  and  influence  of  civil  communi- 
ties may  be  expected  rapidly  to  improve  or  to  de- 
cline. In  that  great  intellectual  competition  which 
has  comm.enced  among  nations,  the  United  States 
are  well  prepared  to  take  the  lead;  but  it  ought  to 
be  impressed  on  the  mind  of  every  freeman,  that 
xtis  not  in  their  territorial  wealth  or  political  power, 
but  in  the  free  constitution  of  our  country,  tliut 
their  peculiar  advantage  consists. 

Wonderful  are  the  means  by  which  a gracious 
Provideiiice  has  conducted  us  to  our  present  condi- 
tion. We  can  now  perceive,  why  it  was  necessary 
that  our  high  spirited  ancestors  should  be  expelled 
from  their  homes  by  persecution,  and  compelled 
to  suffer  extreme  toil,  poverty,  and  the  restraints 
incident  to  savage  warfare.  By  n®  other  course  of 
training,  could  they  have  acquired  that  hardihood, 
intelligence,  docility  and  perseverance,  which  are 
the  basis  of  the  American  character,  by  which  our 
independence  was  acquired,  and  by  wliich  alone  pub- 
lic liberty  can  be  preserved.  As  Connecticut  is 
now  one  of  the  oldest,  and  in  relation  to  its  local  li- 
mits, one  of  the  most  populous  states,  the  effects  of 
our  social  organization  have  here  been  most  fully  de- 
veloped. Happily  for  us,  our  reforms  can  only 
confirm  principles  and  habits,  which  experience 
has  recommended.  Thougli  in  relation  to  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  for  many  purposes  of  gene- 
ral policy,  we  are  but  one  state,  yet  for  the  most 
important  of  all  purposes,  that  of  preserving  the 
character,  habits  and  intelligence  of  the  people, 
we  are  a congeries  of  distinct  republics.  It  is  es- 
sential, therefore,  that  our  present  organization 
should  remain;  that  the  people  should  continue  to 
educate,  govern  and  support  each  other;  and  con- 
stantly perceive  that  while  indolence  and  faction 
are  “destroying  angels,®’  mutual  consultations,  de-, 
pendance  and  co-operation,  are  sources  of  stability, 
security  and  happiness. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT- 
General  assembly.  May  session,  18,18. 


British  Finances. 

Liverpool^  April  24. — In  the  house  of  commons, 
on  Monday  last,  the  house  having  resolved  itself’ 
into  a committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  rose  to  submit  to  the  commit- 
tee the  terms  of  a bargain  which  had  been  arrang- 
ed, and  which,  in  reality,  had  been  carried  into 
effect.  About  7 or  800,000^.  only  remained  to  be 
subscribed.  But  before  he  proceeded  to  the  terms 
of  the  loan,  he  should  enter  into  some  general 
litatement  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  year. 
The  principal  branches  of  supply  had  been  voted. 
The  statement  of  the  supplies,  and  the  ways  and 
means  might  be  given  as  follows; 

Supplies  for  the  year  1818, 

Extraordinary  payments^ 

Spanish  treaty 
Deficiency  last  year 
Repayment  unfunded  debt 


Interest  on  exchequer  hills, 


Ways  an  d means  for  1818: 
Duties,  arrears,  &c. 
Subscription  loan 
By  exchequer  bills  funded 


/13,392,4Q0 


1400,000, 

259,686 

15,932.062 


&.C. 


-16,591,748 

2,560,000 


/3r,544,148 


7,271,448 

3,000,000 

27,272,700 


The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  tlien  stated  the 
nature  of  his  new  funding  system  and  declared  that 
he  Imped  before  the  termination  of  the  present 
session,  to  effect  the  reduction  of  the  4 and  5 per 
cts.  By  the  creation  of  a 3 1-2  per  cent,  stock, 
the  committee  was  aware  that  a sum  of  money 
would  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  year  without 
any  increase  of  the  nominal  capital  of  the  public 
debt,  while  the  existence  of  such  a stock  would 
naturally  serve  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  4 
and  5 per  cents. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  new  stock  should  consist 
of  .27,000,000/.  by  which  30,000,000/.  would  be  rais- 
ed for  the  public  service,  and  it  was  also  proposed  to 
fund  exchequer-bills  to  the  amount  of  27  millions. 
'I’he  addition  to  the  funded  debt,  through  the  propo- 
sitionswhich  he  had  submitted  would  be  34,903,160/ 
The  charge  of  interest  upon  the  new  plan  he  pro- 
posed,  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  sinking  fund, 
but  this  proposition  he  meant  to  bring  forward  on 
another  day,  taking  care  to  provide  that  no  reduc- 
tion of  the  sinking  fund  should  take  place  this  year. 
He  concluded  with  moving  his  first  resolution, 
which  stated  in  detail  the  terms  on  which  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  new  3^  per  cent,  stock  were  to  be 
admitted. 

Londo7i,  April  15. — We  communicated  yesterday 
the  new  plan  of  finance,  with  such  observations  as 
appeared  to  us  to  be  calculated  to  render  the  ef- 
fect of  it  clearer  to  those  who,  might  be  unaccus- 
tomed to  subjects  of  this  kind,  These  observa^ 
tions  we  have  been  requested  from  so  many  quar- 
ters to  republish  to-^y,  that  we  cannot  refrain 
from  complying  with  the  request. 

“The  terms  proposed  are,  that  the  subscriber.s 
shall,  for  every  100/.  3 per  cent,  stock,  receive  100/. 
in  a new  stock  at  3^  per  cent,  upon  paying  11/  by 
nionthly  instalments  of  1/.  each,  with  ihe  allowance- 
of  discount  for  prompt  payments.  He  therefore 
obtains  a permanent  annuity  of  10s.  a year,  for  the 
payment  of  11/. 

To  judge  of  the  value  of  this  offer,  we  must  con- 
sider that  in  the  3 per  cent,  consols  at  the  present 
price  of  80,  it  would  require  13/.  6s.  8<A  to  pur- 
chase an  equal  annuity  with  what  the  government 
offers  for  11/.  paid  by  instalments,.or  about  10/: 
12s.  inrea  ly  money,  leaving  a profit  to  the  subscri- 
bers of  21. 14s.  upon  the  subscription  of  every  100/. 
stock. 

Another  ground  of  comparison  would  be  to  take 
the  last  price  of  long  annuity,  which  has  now  nearly 
42  years  to  run, 

The  last  price,  when  the  long  annuity  shut,  was 
20|  years  purchase.  In  the  3 per  cent,  stock,  tlie 
subscriber  obtains  a permanent  annuity  at  about 
20i  years’  purchase,  making  the  difference  between 
a 42  years  annuity  and  a perpetuity,  only  a half  a 
year’s  purchase. 

If  it  should  be  apprehended  that  the  3|^  per  cent., 
stock  may  be  hereafter  reduced  to  3 per  cent,  it 
should  be  observed  that  this  change  could  not  take 
place  until  the  3 per  cents,  are  at  par,  or  very  near 
it,  a contingency  which  it  requires  a very  sanguine 
view  of  public  affairs  to  take  into  contemplation. 
But  even  this  remote  danger  is  guarded  against  by 
a specific  condition  in  the  notice,  which  provides 
against  any  reduction  in  the  interest  for  ten  years 
to  come.  If  it  is  supposed  that  the  3^  per  cent, 
may  be  less  marketable  than  the  3 per.  cents.,  and 
depreciated  in  comparative  value,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  though  it  is  impossible  to  reason  with 
certainty  upon  what  is  in  its  nature  contingent,  we 
may  form  some  judgment  by  attending  to  the  Irish 
3/7  per  cent.  s.  )c!c,  '.vdiich  was  about  93,  and  appear 
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ed  to  be  rising:  and  it  is  a curious  illustration  of 
this  reasoning,  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  six 
months,  nearly  500,000/.  has  been  transferred  from 
the  consols  into  the  Irish  3^  per  cents,  at  the  appli- 
cation of  holders  under  the  act  of  last  year,  al- 
though with  a dimunition  of  l-7th  of  the  capital, 
and  without  any  advantage  whatever  in  respect  of 
interest,  but  remaining  at  exactly  the  same  rate, 
while  in  the  proposed  English  Sj  per  cents,  the 
increase  of  income  would  be  as  above  stated;  and 
as  this  new  stock  is  to  be  transferable  at  par  into 
the  Irish  3^  per  cents,  it  must  always  maintain  a 
corresponding  value. 

In  addition  to  these  advantages,  a very  valuable 
privilege  is  offered  to  the  subscribers  in  the  op- 
tion of  funding  a sum  in  exchequer  bills  equal  to 
double  their  money  subscription.— The  prices  of 
Saturday  afford  upon  this  part  of  the  transaction,  a 
calculated  profit  of  L2  16  s 8d  per  cent.,  or  of 
11.  165.  8f/.  if  a premium  of  l.l  per  cent,  is  to  paid 
for  the  exchequer  bill.  Of  the  stockholders  who 
may  subscribe  to  this  loan,  a large  proportion  is 
probably  in  possession  of  exchequer  bills  to  the 
amount  allowed  to  be  funded,  but  those  who  are 
not,  can  have  no  difficulty  in  availing  themselves  of 
the  advantage  offered  in  the  adoption,  with  almost 
equal  benefit,  by  purchase,  or  by  arrangements 
with  any  friends  who  may  be  holders  of  exchequer 
bills. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  new  plan  as  it  respects 
the  subscribers.  First,  they  have  a conversion  of 
3 per  cent,  into  34  per  cent,  stock,  affording  an  in- 
terest of  7 4 Us.  per  cent,  on  the  money  paid  in 
consideration  of  the  transfer;  secondly,  an  option 
of  funding  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of  double 
the  money  payment.’* 

The  city  continues  in  the  greatest  agitation — the 
stock  exchange  crowded  to  excess.  Yesterday, 
when  Mr.  Base  announced  the  new  plans,  the  stock 
exchange  was  so  full,  the  noise  and  confusion  so 
great,  that  no  person  returning  from  tlie  stock  ex- 
change could  at  first  give  even  a brief  outline  of 
the  plan. — particulars  were,  however,  known  to  be 
favorable,  and  the  stocks  advanced.  Consols  which 
were  advanced  79,8-7  to  80|,  and  at  one  o’clock  had 
attained  81.  The  jobbers  then  realized  the  profits 
v/hich  had  accrued,  occasioned  a decline  to  80  5-8 
The  plan  about  three  o’clock  became  more  clearly 
understood,  and ’a,,  report  was  circulated  that  the 
subscriptions  were  rapidly  filling  up  at  the  bank. 
Three  millions  were  reported  to  have  been  sub- 
scribed. CoFiSols  advanced  to  81^  at  which  they 
closed. 

Tliis  morning  consols  opened  at  From  the 

realizing  of  the  profits  of  the  speculators,  they 
again  declined.  At  twelve  o’clock  they  were  81 
5-S,  and  at  one  o’clock  were  81^. 

The  general  opinion  in  the  city  appears  to  be 
exceedingly  favorable:  that  i,t  must  succeed  ap- 
pears already  beyond  a doubt.  The  subscriptions 
at  the  bank  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  they  are  no 
doubt  immense.  One  extensive  country  banker 
subscribed  700,0007.  another  person  650,0007.  and 
the  difficult}'  expected,  as  to  subscriptions  being 
limited  to  50007,  and  upwards,  appears  completely 
to  have  vanished.  Several  bankers  are  getting 
iist.s  of  persons  who  keep  accounts  with  them. 
One  merchant  subscribes  2007,  5007.  or  10007.  and 
the  banker  thus  gets  an  extehsive  list. — One  ma- 
r.ccuvre  this  morning  was  to  state  that  the  subscrip- 
tions at  the  bank  were  not  large.  This  is  false.  We 
hope  to  be  able,  to-morrow,  to  publish  the  amount 
subscribed  down  to  the  shutting  of  the  bank  this 
afteriiooli. 


03^The  whole  operation  and  effect  of  this  scheme 
of  finance,  which  has  made  so  much  noise,  appears 
to  be  this, — that  as  the  amount  of  stock  to  be  chang* 
ed  is  40  millions,  the  government  will  truly  realize 
at  the  1 17.  per  cent,  which  is  to  be  paid  in  in  money, 
about  the  sum  of  4,100,000,  deductions  being  made 
for  promp  payment  and  the  et  ceteras,*  without  any 
increase  of  the  nominal  amount  of  the  public  debti 
— But  the  annual  difference  seems  to  be  as  follows ; 
40  millions  at  3^  per  cent,  is  1,400,000 

The  same  at  3 per  cent.  1,200,000 


Difference  200,000 

Which  is  very  near  Jive  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
raised.  We  are  at  a loss  to  discover  any  proper 
purpose  in  thus  turning  the  matter,  except  an  at- 
tempt to  conceal,  or  make  obscure,  the  amount  of 
monies  b’orrowedor  the  cost  of  them. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAWD.  &C. 

CC^For  an  article  on  the  new  plan  of  finance,  Sec, 
see  page  252. 

The  sum  wanted  to  complete  a public  work  cal- 
led Breakwater,  is  g700, 000— 2,000,000  has  been 
already  spent.  Its  object  is  the  protection  of  ves- 
sels in  port  from  the  storms  of  the  Atlantic,  at  Ply- 
mouth. 

Two  frigates,  named  two  years  since,  to  be  built 
on  the  American  plan,  progress  slowly;  one  only 
Is  yet  on  the  slip,  with  her  timbers  up,and  the  other 
is  not  yet  laid  down. 

The  London  Courier  states  that  the  prince  regent 
sung  two  songs,  in  scientific  style,  after  the-  cloth 
was  removed,  at  an  entertainment  given  by  baron 
Humboldt.  [Some  accounts  say  that  his  royal  high- 
ness was  royally  intoxicated  on  the  occasion— but 
that’s  as  luell  as  coitld  be  expected  ] 

In  London  are  advertised  a collection  of  original 
drawings  of  the  birds  and  insects  of  Georgia,  in 
America,  by  John  Abbott,  in  20  volumes;  upwards 
of  5,500  figures  are  given.  The  price  is  not  stated. 

A Mr.  H of  Eng.  has  discovered  a mode  of 

distillation  from  unmalted  barley,  which  is  illegal 
by  the  excise  laws;  he  purposes  bringing  his>  excel- 
lent invention  to  America. 

Tiie  situation  of  minister  to  a principal  church 
in  England  is  offered  at  public  sale  to  pay  a debt 
due  the  theatre! 

A man  by  the  name  of  Little  was  lately  hung  for 
sheep-stealing  at  Clemsford— when  on  the  platform 
he  kicked  off  his  shoes  an(j  bellowed  out  to  a per- 
son he  saw  in  the  crowd,  “Jim,  how  do  you  do,  ray 
80V.'’ — won’t  you  come  and  shake  hands  with  me 
before  I start?” — He  was  dropped-off  the  next  in- 
stant. The  people  have  got  so  much  used  to  being 
hanged  that  they  don’t  mind  it. 

A wretched  woman  entered  a magistrate’s  office, 
in  London,  and  there  stole  a book, — which,  as  be- 
longing to  “his  majesty,”  she  knew  to  be  highly 
criminal^ — as  she  confessed,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
found  guilty!  The  magistrate  dismissed  her  as  be- 
ing insane;  but  she  denied  the  charge  and  said  she 
did  it  deliberately,  promising  to  rob  some  one  else 
until  she  should  accomplish  her  purpose. 

Fifty  quaker  families  are  about  to  leave  one  dis- 
trict in  Ireland,  and  fly  from  the  tythe  system  to 
the  United  States. 

Wellington's  estate. — Tlte  bargain  for  an  estate, 
called  Strathfield  Say,  for  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
has  been  completed.  It  contains  4000  acres,  artd 
*The  et  ceteras  on  loans  are  worth  ^ to  2 
cent  on  the  amount  realized. 
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seems  to  be  heavily  timbered,  as  the  timber  alone 
was  valued  at  170,000,  of  which  government,  to 
relieve  him,  has  resolved  to  take  to  the  value  of- 
^.120,000. 

PRANCE. 

The  budget^  1818 — We  have  a sketch  of  Mr.  La- 
fitte’s  speech  on  introducing  the  budget  for  1818. 
The  following  results  of  the  facts  advanced  are  suf- 
ficient to  shew  the  state  of  France — 

The  real  deficit  of  revenue  is,  /270, 000,000 

The  amount  of  the  budget  for  1819,  the  accumu- 
Irting  debts  of  past  years,  and  payments  of  inte- 
rest, &c.  &c.  will  be  equal  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
1,085,000,000  francs,  and  the  deficit  in  that  year 
will  be  307  millions. 

The  payments  that  France  has  made  to  the  allies 
are  thus  stated — 

In  1815,  - . . . 108,000,000 

1816,  - - - 304,000,000 

1817,  - . . - 319,000,000 

1818,  . . . 300,000,000 


1,031,000,000 

Add  to  this  amount  certain  liquidations,  &c.and 
the  gross  amount  paid  for  deliverance  is  1 ,300  mil- 
lions— and  again,  the  losses  of  arsenals,  magazines, 
&c.  being  added,  the  fearful  amount  of  three  thou- 
sand millions  is  made  as  the  actual  value  taken  from 
France  since  1815!  Including  the  loans  effected  by 
government,  a capital  of  4500  millions  has  been 
lost  to  the  country  by  the  invasions  of  the  allies! 

Wonders! — All  of  us  recollect  the  experiment  on 
John  Bull’s  credulity  by  a Miss  McAvoy — who, 
completely  blindfolded,  seemed  to  see  through  the 
ends  of  her  fingers! — The  French,  determined  not 
to  be  outdone,  have  got  up  a story  of  a lady  that 
sees  without  using  her  eyes,  hears  without  the  use 
of  ears,  and  tastes  so  distinctly  as  to  separate  all 
the  simples  of  a compound,  without  difficulty!  The 
story  is  gravely  told,  and  would  appear  true— if  it 
were  possible  to  believe  that  such  things  were.  A 
nice  sense  of  feeling  and  delicacy  of  taste  and  smell 
we  have  often  heard  of  as  belonging  to  persons  de- 
prived of  sight — but  this  woman  possesses  all  the 
faculties  that  usually  belong  to  her  species,  and 
these  in  addition! 

Splendid  ball. — The  duke  of  Wellington,  being 
king  of  France  in  the  name  of  the  allies,  by  balls, 
has  lately  treated  the  Parisians  to  a dance,  at  which 
600  of  the  enslaved  nation  were  present — the  chief 
slaves,  the  royal  family,  among  them. 

NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE, 

The  designed  end  of  this  man  seems  to  be  ap- 
proaching— he  appears  to  be  gradually  declining 
to  the  grave — through  needless  restraints,  an  un- 
wholesome atmosphere,  &c. 

PRUSSIA. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  a Mr.Bothschild 
of  London,  had  contracted  for  the  Prussian  loan  of 
five  millions  sterling — the  following  are  the  rates 
of  the  contract: 

^2,500,000  at  70  per  cent. 

1,250,000  72^ 

1,250,00.0  75 

To  be  raised  by  ten  monthly  instalments  of  10  per 
cent,  each — to  begin  on  the  first  day  of  May,  and  to 
receive  an  interest  at  five  per  cent,  commencing  on 
the  last  day  of  March — i.  e.  one  month  before  even 
the  first  inst.alment  is  payable!  A discount  of  five 
per  cent,  to  be  allowed  on  the  payment  of  an  in- 
stalment before  it  is  due!  We  are  not  enough  skil- 
led in  the  mysteries  of  those  phrases  to  comprehend 
the  operation  of  this  plan  clearly;  but  we  see  e- 
nougii  to  convince' us  that  Prussia  has  b.een  hand- 
somely shaved.  Taking  in  the  payment  of  instal 


ments  before  they  are  due,  &c.  &c.  she  will  hardly 
receive  66^.  per  cent,  on  the  loan— that  is,  the  no- 
minal five  millions  will  produce  only  a little  more 
than  three  and  a half  millions,  on  -zohich  sum  an  in- 
terest will  be  really  paid  at  the  rate  of  about  seven 
per  cent,  besides  the  loss  of  ^.1,500,000,  for  the  use 
of  three  and  an  half  millions,  on  an  average  period 
of  less  than  twenty  years,  the  entire  loan  being  to 
be  paid  in  twenty-eight  years,  by  instalments. 

To  exemplify  the  case,  let  us  apply  it  to  an  indi- 
vidual— 

Farmer  A.  receives  of  broker  X.  66  dollars,  and 
gives  him  a bond,  secured  by  a mortgage  on  his 
land,  for  100  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  20  years,  at  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  the  interest  payable  half  year- 
ly— 

100  dollars  at  5 per  cent,  payable  semi-annually, 
interest  on  interest  compounded^  (as  is  the  opera- 
tion of  loans  where  principal  is  borrowed  for  the 
payment  of  interest)  amounts  to  about  ^156 

The  capital,  loO 

§256 

That  is — 256  dollars  paid  for  66,  and  the  use  of 
it  for  20  years! 

SPANISH  AMERICA. 

Several  bloody  actions  have  been  recently  fought 
in  Venezuela,  especially  one  near  Valencia,  which 
is  twelve  leagues  from  Puerto  Cabello.  All  the 
disposable  force  of  the  royalists  in  the  provinces 
was  collected  here  and  they  were  completely  de- 
feated. Morillo  was  wounded,  believed  mortally; 
the  second  in  command,  Lopez,  with  thirty  of  the 
principal  officers,  was  killed,  and  the  fragment  of 
the  army  fled  to  Puerto  Cabello,  The  patriots  were 
stated  to  be  in  possession  of  Caraccas  andLaguira— 
Puerto  Cabello  is  not  believed  to  be  tenable,-  the 
royalists  were  every  where"fiying,  and  a despatch 
had  been  sent  to  the  Dutch  governor  of  Currocoa 
for  the  loan  of  a frigate,  to  assist  in  protecting 
their  emigration,  which  was  refused.  We  hope 
that  these  things  are  true,  and  that  Venezuela, 
ceasing  to  be  a field  of  blood,  will  establish  a well 
organized  government,  securing  her  national  inde- 
pendence with  it  the  happiness  of  future  millions. 

It  appears  that  2200  British  subjects  have  recent- 
ly arrived,  at  different  times,  in  Guayana^  to  assist 
the  patriots — but  none  of  them  are  mentioned  as 
having  been  engaged  in  the  1 battles. 

OCt’P.  S.  The  bloody  Morillo  is  dead. — Za?ts  Deo 


CHRONICLE. 

JVexv-York.  The  following  is  given  as  the  result 
of  the  late  election,  in  the  state  of  New  York. — 

Congress — 19  republicans,  (“Clintonians”;)  3 do. 
(“anti-Clintonians”;)  and  5 federalists. 

Assembly — 81  republicans,  (C.);  18 do.  (anti-C.); 
and  27  fedei’alists. 

Senate — 6 republicans,  (C.);  2 do.  (anti-C.) 

The  state  has  disposed  of  its  840,000  dollars,  3 
per  cent  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  two  great 
mercantile  houses  in  New  York,  at  68  1-2  per  cent, 
in  pursuance  of  a plan  of  finance  adopted  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  and  negociated  a loan  of 
one  million  of  dollars,  with  the  Manhattan 
bank,  at  101  1-4  per  cent,  or  at  a premium  of 
1 1-4  percent.  The  interest  is  at  the  rate  of  sir 
per  cent.  Among  the  purposes  of  these  arrange- 
ments, is  the  payment  of  the  states’  7 per  cent,  stock.. 

The  grand  Canal,  which  is  to  unite  the  great  lakes 
with  the  Atlantic,  is  progressing — about  1000  men 
are  at  present  employed,  the  number  will  b e much 
increased  speedily.  The  work  is  chiefly  done  by 


NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  6,  1818-CHRONICLE 


255 


contractors,  each  undertaking  a specific  job— the 
plan  has  answered  exceedingly  well. 

Mr.Briggs  has  just  finished  the  section  of  the  sum- 
mit level  from  Rome  to  Utica.  A letter  from  the 
latter  place  says — Mr.  Briggs  mentioned  to  me  a 
singular  and  interesting  fact.  During  the  great 
flood  that  followed  the  thaw,  in  the  latter  part  of 
last  winter,  the  water  stood  three  feet  deep  on  tke 
fiats,  southwest  of  Rome,  and  that  a stream  passed 
by  a strong  current  down  Wood  Creek,  into  the 
Oneida  lake.  Thus  a positive  proof  is  given,  that 
in  the  construction  of  the  canal,  the  Mohawk  wa- 
ters can  be  directed  either  way  at  pleasure,  affording 
also  an  abundant  supply.  I am  convinced  that  any 
unprejudiced  person  will  be  more  and  more  con- 
vinced of  the  practicability  of  the  formation  of  the 
canal,  the  more  he  sees  of  the  country. 

WasJdngton  City.  The  National  Intelligencer 
publishes  an  extract  from  the  books  of  the  land  of- 
fice of  Maryland,  June  5,  1663,  in  which  a part  of 
the  land  on  which  the  city  stands  is  called 
and  the  creek  which  passes  through  it  the  Tiber. 

“President’s  tour.” — The  President  of  the  U. 
States  is  now  engaged  in  taking  a survey  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  accompanied  by  the  secretaries  of 
war  and  of  the  navy,  &c.  with  a view  to  determine 
on  a site  for  a naval  depot.  He  remained  a day  or 
two  at  Annapolis  (from  whence  he  embarked),  where 
he  minutely  examined  the  harbour,  &c.  and  partook 
of  a public  dinner  given  by  the  citizens,  chancellor 
Kilty  presiding.  The  advantages  of  Annapolis,  as  a 
suitable  place  for  a naval  depot,  have  been  power- 
fully elucidated  in  several  late  publications,  and  its 
inliabitants  seera  pretty  sanguine  in  the  belief  that 
it  may  be  selected  for  that  important  establishment. 
The  follo-whig  is  a copy  of  the  address  delivered  by  the 

J\kayor  of  Annapolis  City  to  the  President  of  the  U. 

States,  in  behalf  of  the  corporation,  and  the  reply 

of  the  President. 

TO  JAMES  MONROE,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Annapolis,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  their  fellow  citizens,  beg  leave  to  wel- 
come you  on  your  arrival;  to  express  the  satisfaction 
wliieh  your  visit  to  the  metropolis  of  Maryland  has 
occasioned,  and  to  offer  any  svssistance  in  their  pow- 
er, for  accomplishing  the  object  of  it. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  recollect  your  residence 
amongst  them  as  a member  of  congress  in  the  year 
1783,  since  whicli  your  public  duties  have  caUed  you 
to  other  states,  and  other  climes. 

The  rigour  of  the  season  at  that  time  was  unfavor- 
able to  a view  of  the  situation  of  the  place  and  its 
surrounding  waters,  the  prospect  of  which  is  now 
expanded  and  embellished  by  the  military  establish- 
ments erected  by  the  United  States,  which  of  course 
will  come  within  jmur  observation- 

They  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  that 
has  occurred  of  offering  their  congratulations  on  your 
election  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  our  free 
and  happy  country,  and  of  testifying  their  sense  of 
the  wisdom  and  firmness  which  have  since  marked 
your  administration. 

A continued  course  of  arduous  and  useful  services 
in  our  revolutionary  struggle,  and  since  in  various 
important  trusts,  had  led  the  people  to  anticipate 
sucli  a result,  at  the  same  time  that  they  pointed  to 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

They  conclude  by  expressing  their  best  wishes 
for  your  health  and  happiness — their  attachment  to 
you  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  union,  and  their  res- 
pect for  your  public,  and  private  character. 

J.  RANDALL,  Mayor. 

May  23, 1818. 


reply  op  the  president. 

To  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common, 
Council,  of  the  city  of  Annapolis. 

Fellow  Citizens — In  performing  a duty  imposed 
on  me  by  the  principles  of  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion, which  I have  undertaken,  at  least,  with  zeal, 
to  give  all  the  effect  in  my  power,  to  the  salutary 
purposes  of  the  laws  providing  for  the  public  de- 
fence, it  is  very  gratifying  to  me,  to  have  found  it 
consistent  with  that  duty,  to  make  a visit  to  this  me- 
tropolis, and  I beg  you,  and  my  other  fellow-citizens, 
its  inhabitants,  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment, for  the  kind  reception  given  me. 

In  recurring  to  the  period  of  1783,  when  congress 
held  their  session  here,  you  bring  to  view,  incidents 
in  the  highest  degree  important.  It  was  then,  and 
here,  after  a long  and  arduous  struggle,  which  se- 
cured our  independence,  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  ratified.  It  was  then,  and  here,  that  the  illus- 
trious Bommander  of  our  revolutionary  armies,  after 
performing  services,  which  a grateful  country  can 
never  forget,  nor  time  obliterate,  restored  his  com- 
mission to  the  authority  from  whom  he  had  receiv- 
ed it.  To  me  these  events,  so  profoundly  interest- 
ing to  all,  were  peculiarly  imposing  and  impres- 
sive. It  was  then,  in  very  early  life  that  I com- 
menced my  career  in  the  national  councils,  in  which 
I have  since  so  long  continued.  To  meet  again, 
so  many  of  those  who  were  present  at  those  great 
events,  some  of  whom,  ivere  parties  to  them,  af- 
fords me  the  highest  gratification. 

For  the  good  opinion  which  you  have  been  pleas- 
ed to  express  of  my  conduct,  in  the  various  trusts 
committ^  to  me  since,  by  my  country,  I have  all 
the  sensibility  which  such  sentiments  ought  to 
ins])ire  in  the  mind  of  one,  who  considers  the  ap- 
probation of  his  fellow  citizens,  the  best  reward 
which  he  can  receive  for  his  services. 

In  performing  the  duty  which  brought  me  here, 
I shall  be  happy  to  receive  tlie  aid  which  you  have 
offered,  and  in  whatever  situation  I may  hereafter 
be  placed,  I shall  always  entertain  for  your  pros*, 
perity  and  happiness,  the  most  unfeigned  solici- 
tude. JAMES  MONROE. 

The  navy  o^the  Ututed  States. — The  following  ap- 
propriations are  contained  in  a law  of  congress,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States 


for  the  present  year. 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  officers  and  sea- 
men, , ^1,135,595 

Provisions,  511,000 

Medicine,  hospital  stores,  &c.  25,000 

Repairing  vessels,  300,000 

Contingent  expenses,  300,000 

Repairs  of  navy -yards,  docks,  Ssc.  100,000 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps,  73,000 
Clothing  for  do.  32,000 

Military  stores  for  do.  1,000 

Contingent  expenses  for  do.  16,000 

Medals,  swords,  &c  directed  to  be  pur- 
chased by  different  resolutions  of  con- 
gress, 15,000 


Total,  lg2, 503, 5.95 

Salutes.  The  royal  officers  at  Cape  Henry  re- 
turned Seventeen  guns  to  the  Hornet’s  salute  of  twen- 
ty-one— an  instant  expl.anation  was  demanded,  and 
a new  salute  fire<l,  which  was  returned  with  the  like 
number  of  guns.  'We  are  glad  to  observe,  that  the 
officers  of  our  navy  are  always  indignant  at  any 
want  of  respect  tiie  “striped  bunting.” 

We  have  frequently  heard  of  nick  names,  used  by 
members  of  congress  and  others  at  Washington  ciiy, 
and  observe  that  the  veteran  Rodgers  is  called  *^()!d 
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JVeptune”  in  compliment  to  his  superior  skill  as  a 
seaman. 

Exceile5tt  regulation. — We  trust  that  the  spirit 
of  the  following-  notice  will  be  preserved — it  will  do 
much  good: 

Notice. — The  employment  of  an  Agent  or  Attor- 
ney is  not  necessary  in  any  claim  against  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  most  geiierally  attended  with  expense^ 
and  sometimes  with  actual  loss. 

Claims  will  be  promptly  settled,  when  the  accounts, 
and  vouchers  with  which  they  are  connected,  are 
transmitted  to  the  proper  office. 

Money  will  be  transmitted,  whenever  a receipt  for 
the  sum  due,  or,  where  the  amount  is  not  ascertain- 
ed, a receipt  in  blank,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Military  patents,  and  certificates  of  military  pen- 
sions, will  be  transmitted  in  like  manner,  whenever 
the  necessary  vouchers  are  forwarded  to  the  proper 
office. 

JOHN  QUINCE Y ADAMS. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

B.  W.  CROVVNXNSHIELD. 
Washington  City,  JWay  27, 1818. 

Rice. — The  Winyaw  Intelligencer,  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C.  asserts,  thataplanter  of  that  neighborhood,  re- 
alized 100,000  dollars  from  his  crop  of  Rice  the  last 
year. 

Kidnappers. — Two  wretched  negro  women  have 
been  detected  and  found  guilty  in  Delaware,  for  the 
crime  of  kidnapping  their  fellow  blacks,  acting  as 
decoys — and  appear  to  have  carried  on  a considera- 
ble trade  for  several  years.  They  are  now  themselves 
to  be  sold. 

Whale  fishery. — A vessel  lias  arrived  at  N.  Bedford 
fl’om  the  coast  of  Brazil,  with  2000  bbls.  whale  oil, 
100  do.  sperm,  oil,  and  15,000  lbs.  whalebone;  it  is 
only  ten  months  since  she  started  on  the  voyage. 

JMassachusetts. — The  Legislature  is  in  session. — 
The  votes  for  governor,  &c.  have  been  officially 
counted — the  return  is,  for  Mr.  Brooks,  39,582;  Mr. 
Crowninshield,  30,090,*  scattering,  1348.  Conse- 
quently, governor  Brooks  is  re-elected.  About  1300 
votes,  of  which  Mr.  C.  had  a majority  of  about  150, 
were  rejected,  or  not  counted,  on  account  of  some 
informalities. 

The  Mississippi. — A New  Oi-leans  paper  of  the 
12th  of  May,  says:-The  river  (Mississippi)  has  been 
falling  for  some  days  past;  it  has  fallen  about  ten 
inches,  and  most  probably  will  not  rise  again  this 
season.  We  never  have  known  the  water  begin  to 
recede  before  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  and  that 
very  seldom;  the  middle  of  June  has  lieretofore  been 
the  usual  time  that  the  water  opposite  the  city  began 
to  recede,  but  times  and  seasons  change. 

The  Pen  Patch. — The  works  of  defence  on  this 
marshy  island,  in  the  Delaware,  are  vigorously  pro- 
secuted under  the  charge  of  capt.  Babcock,  of  the 
f-ngincers.  They  are  to  be  very  extensive,  and,  sup  ■ 
ported  by  other  works  on  the  shores  of  the  river, 
.are  expected  to  be  able  to  afford  perfect  securitv  in 
time  of  war.  Immense  piles  are  driving  for  foun- 
dations, and  what  is  called  a case-mated  battery  is 
to  be  erected,  consisting  of  a series  of  bomb-proof 
arclies,  by  which  from  50  to  100  guns  may  be  brought 
U)  bear  on  any  one  object — tiie  works  will  be  c;ipa- 
ble  of  mounting  400  large  Cinnon.  Tlie  plans  were 
ado])ted  by  generals  Swift  and  Bernard. 

About  80  acres  have  been  completely  embanked 
and  drained,  with  substantial  wharfings,  &c.  and  a 
well  is  digging  (already  below  the  bed  of  the  river) 
.jy  which  it  is  expected  that  fine  fresh  water  will  be 
obtained  in  ample  quantities— the  river  water  here 
being  saltish. 


Deaf  and  Dumb. — There  has  lately  been  a public 
examination  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  attached  to  the 
asylum  at  Hartford — the  governor  of  Connecticut 
and  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  assembly  were 
present.  The  instructors  and  the  pupils  occupied 
a stage,  erected  for  the  exhibition,  which  was  high- 
ly satisfactory.  An  address  vu’itten  bv  Mr.  Clerc, 
the  principal  teacher,  (himself  deaf  and  dumb)  was 
read,  and  much  admired  for  the  beauty  of  its  com- 
position, ^‘perspicuous  narration,  and  correct  and 
forcible  expression  of  abstract  conceptions.”  The 
^pupils  clearly  convinced  the  spectators  of  their  im- 
provement; writing  in  public^  and  satisfying  all  that 
they  understood  what  they  wrote.  \Ve  have  a full 
account  of  the  proceedings  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, and  shall  feel  a pleasure  in  publishing  them 
hereafter. 

Emigration. — The  number  of  emigrants,  an  ac- 
count of  whose  arrival  we  observed  in  the  papers 
last  week,  is  from  12  to  1500. 

A New  York  paper  says — We  learn  that  a gentle- 
man has  lately  arrived  in  this  city  fi-om  England, 
whose  object  is  to  settle  in  the  Illinois  territory — that 
his  family  and  settlers  brought  over  with  him  amount 
to  fifty-one  persons — that  he  has  furnished  himself 
with  agricultural  instruments,  seeds  of  various 
kinds,  some  cows,  sheep  and  hogs,  for  breeding, 
and  about  100,000  pounds  sterling  in  money.  This 
is  doing  business  to  a great  national,  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual profit;  and  if  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  enter- 
prize  will  emigrate  in  the  same  manner,  our  west- 
ern states  will  shortly  be  the  most  flourishing  part 
of  the  v/orld. 

The  birth  day  of  Washington  was  celebrated  in 
handsome  style  at  Edinburg,  by  the  Americans  there. 
The  earl  of  Buchan  was  among  the  guests: — The 
toasts  were  excellent;  among  them  were  tlie  follow- 
ing:— 

The  day  we  celebrate — generations  shall  rise  up 
and  call  it  blessed. 

Our  Country — The  cradle  of  Freedom,  the  asylum 
of  Liberty. 

Tlie  President  of  the  U.  States — The  first  servant 
of  a free  pe  ople. 

By  the  Earl  of  Buchan — James  Monroe,  President 
of  the  United  States. 

After  thd  Earl  had  retired. 

Our  distinguished  guest,  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  the 
friend  and  correspondent  of  Washington. 

Mail  Robbers. — William  Wood  has  been  convict- 
ed at  Philadelphia  as  an  accomolice  of  the  persons 
condemned  in  Baltimore  for  robbing  the  mail — the 
punishment  is  death.  Several  others  are  yet  to  be 
tried. 

An  Egyptian  mummy  has  arrived  at  Boston,  tak- 
en fi’om  tlie  catacombs  of  Saccara. 

Col.  JoifxsoN — Not  only  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, but  the  distressed  of  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  cause  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of 
Congress,  will  suffer  a great  loss  in  this  gentleman’s 
retirement  from  public  life.  Always  attentive  to 
his  duties  in  the  house,  and  seldom  missing  from  his 
place,  he  did  move  private  business,  tlian  perhaps  any 
other  member — as  much,  perhaps,  as  several  lots  of 
20  each.  The  following  notice  from  a Kentucky  pa- 
per, shews  his  continued  devotion  to  such  matters. 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  Col.  Richard  M. 
.Tohnson,  will  attend  at  the  counting  house  of  James 
Johnson,  Esq.  in  Georgetown,  every  Tuesday  and 
Friday,  from  8 o’clock  in  the  morning,  till  1 o’clock, 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the  business  commit- 
ted to  his  care,  b}^  Widoxvs  entitled  to  half  pay  Pen- 
sions, Soldiers  entitled  to  Land  and  Money,  Ofiicers 
for  transportation,  and  all  others  who  may  have  con- 
fided business  to  him^ 
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Assisied  by  a supplement  of  eiglR  pages,  free 
Sy  given  in  acknowledgment  of  the  libera.llty  of 
our  numerous  friends,  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
offer  an  unusual  quantity  of  interesting  matter.  The 
original  articles — President  ^dams  to  JMr.  Wirt;  the 
letters  from  Sonth-Jlmerica  and  from  Jlayii,  with  ^‘the 
paper  system.  No.  6,”  &c.  will  claim  much  atten- 
tion. We  have  also  been  careful  to  collect  the 
matters  belonging  to  the  Indian  tvar,  for  present 
information  and  future  use — as  they  may  assume 
considerable  importance. 

We  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  any  thing  from 
the  still  vigorous  pen  of  President  Adams  more 
beautifully  written,  than  his  letters  inserted  below* 
and  are  astonished  at  the  aptitude  of  the  quota 
tions  and  firm  recollections  of  thi.s  most  venerable 
patriot. 

In  the  “history  of  banks,”  the  writer  of  the  “pa 
per  system”  has  more  particularly  referred  to  cer- 
tain things  which  occurred  in  JVe-iu-York — either 
because  he  was  more  familiar  witli  the  facts  that 
belonged  to  tliem,  or  on  account  of  the  pre-emi- 
nent stand  of  that  state  in  the  scale  of  the  union. 
Much  as  the  matters  spoken  of  are  to  be  deprecat- 
ed, we  should,  indeed,  be  happy  to  believe  that 
their  principle  was  confined  to  any  one  state;  but 
several  are  equally  diseased  in  principle,  if  not  in 
practice:  the  littering  in  Pennsylvania  was  as  foul  a 
violation  of  legislative  purity  as  any  tiling  that  has 
occurred  in  New-York,  or  elsewhere.  There  is  no 
intrinsic  difference  between  a man’s  being  induced 
(I  will  not  say  bribed),  to' vote  for  a law  by  a cer 
tain  interest  in  hand,  or  an  interest  in  prospect — the 
vote  is  equally  vicious,  equally  r(?pugnant  to  an 
honorable  legislator.  Many  of  those  who  voted  fur 
the  littering-law  in  Pennsylvania,  like  their  “great 
ancestors”  in  congress,  the  fathers  of  the  eunding 
SYSTEM,  calculated  and  counted  up  the  profits  that 
they  and  their  connections  v/ould  derive  from  the 
law,  before  they  voted  for  the  kiiv;  and  were  as  unfit 
to  give  an  honest  vote  on  that  occasion,  as  many 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  were  to  vote  on  the  Yazoo  question, 
when  that  fraud  was  under  consideration.  These 
remarks  may  be  applied  to  the  legislators  of  seve- 
ral other  states;  but,  perhaps,  hot  quite  so  distinct- 
ly, because  their  proceedings  to  manufacture  spe- 
culation may  not  have  been  quite  so  deliberate. 
We  may  orlend  some  by  these  observations — but 
every  one,  alter  due  self-examination,  will  say  that 
they  are  just;  and  here  we  are  content  to  rest  the 
issue.  More  hereafter. 


Revolutionary  Principles  and  Men. 

WIRT’S  SKETCHES  OF  PATRICK  HENRY, 
■^'orrespondence  nf  President  Adams  with  Mr.  Wirt. 

[Commviiiicatetl  for  the  Weekly  Begister.] 

^idncij^  January  818, 
Sir-— Y our  sketches  of  t!ie  life  of  Mr.  Henry 
have  given  me  a rich  entertainment.  I will 
not  compare  them  to  the  Sybil,  conductino* 
Hneas  to  see  the  ghosts  of  departed  sages  and 
heroes  in  the  regions  below— but  to  an  angel, 
onvoying  me  to  the  abodes  of  the  blessed  on 
VoL,  XIV.- -18, 


high,  to  conveise  with  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect.  The  names  of  Henry,  Lee, 
Bland,  Pendleton,  Washington,  Ilutledge, 
Dickinson,  Wythe,  and  many  others,  wall  ever 
thrill  through  my  veins  with  an  agreeable  sen- 
sation. I am  not  about  to  make  any  critical 
remarks  upon  your  work  at  present.  But,  sh’, 
Eram  heroes  ante  Agamenmona  multi. 

Or,— not  to  garble  Horace, 

Tixere  fortes  ante  Agamernnona 
'Multi:  sed  omn.es  iilacriymabiles 
Urgentu.*',  ignotiquelongg, 

Nocte,  carent  quia  vate  sacro. 

If  I could  go  back  to  the  age  of  thirty-five, 
Mr.  W'irt,  I would  endeavor  to  become  your 
rival;  not  in  elegance  of  composition,  but  in  a 
simple  narration  of  facts,  supported  by  records, 
histories  and  testimonies,  of  ir  efragable  au- 
thority. I would  adopt,  in  all  its  modesty, 
your  title,  “Sketches  of  the  life  and  w.itings 
of  James  Otis,  of  Boston,”  And,  in  imitation  of 
your  example,  I would  introduce  portraits  of 
a long  catalogue  of  illustrious  men,  who  were 
agents  in  the  revolution,  in  favor  of  it  or 
against  it. 

Jei  einiali  Grid  ley,  the  father  of  the  bar  in 
Boston,  and  the  preceptor  of  Pratt,  Otis, 
Thatcher,  Cushing,  and  many  others;  Henja- 
min  Pratt,  chief-justice  ofNew-Yoik;  colonel 
Jolm  Tynge,  James  Otis,  of  Boston,  the  hero 
of  the  biography;  Oxenbridge  Thatcher,  Jona- 
than Sewall,  attorney-general  and  judge  of 
ailmiralty;  Samuel  Quinc}^,  solicitor-general; 
Daniel  Leonard, now  chief-justice  of  Bermuda; 
Josiah  Quiccy,  the  Boston  Cicero;  Richard 
Dana  and  Francis  Dana,  his  son,  first  minister 
to  Russia, and  afterwards  chief-justice;  Jona- 
than Mayhew,  D.  D.  Samuel  Cooper,  D.  D„ 
Chas.  Chauncey,D.  D.  James  Warren  and  his 
wife;  Joseph  Warren,  of  Bunker’s-Hill;  John 
Winthrop,  professor  at  Havard  college  and  a 
member  of  council;  Samuel  Dexter,  the  father; 
John  Worthington,  of  Springfield;  Jos.  Haw- 
ley, of  North-Hampton,  and  James  Lovel,  of 
Boston:  Govei  nors  Shirley,  Pownal,  Bernard, 
Hutchinson,  Hancock,  Bowdoin,  Adams,  Sul- 
livan and  Gerry;  lieut.  governor  Oliver,  chief- 
justice  Oliver,  judge  Edmund  Trowfiidge, 
judge  William  Cushing,  and  Timothy  Rug- 
gles,  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  military 
characters  Ward,  Lincoln,  Warren,  Knox, 
Brooks,  Heath,  &c.  must  come  in  of  course. 
Nor  should  Benjamin  Kent,  Samuel  Swift  or 
John  Reed  be  forgotten 

I envy  none  of  the  well-merited  glories  of 
Virginia,  or  any  of  her  sages  or  heroes.  But, 
sir,  lam  jealous,  very  jealous,  of  tlie  honor  of 
Massachusetts. 
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T'le  iesistance  to  the  Dritish  system  for 
snbju”a.ting  tlie  colonies  began  in  1760,  and  in 
the  month  of  Eebruary,  1751,  James  Otis  cicc- 
triliefl  the  town  of  Boston,  the  province  of 
Massachusetts-bay,  and  the  whole  continent, 
more  than  Patrick  Henry  ever  did  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life.  If  we  must  have  panegyrics 
and  hyperboles,  I must  say  that,  if  Mr.  Henry 
was  Demostlmnes,  and  Mr.  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  Cicero,  James  Otis  was  Isaiah  and  Eze- 
kiel UNITED. 

1 liope,  sir,  that  some  young  gentleman,  of 
the  ancient  and  honorable  family  of  ‘-The 
.Searciicrs,'’  will  hereafter  do  impartial  justice, 
both  to  Virginia  and  Massachusetts. 

After  ail  this  freedom,  I assure  you,  sir,  it 
is  no  iiattery,  w’len  1 congratulate  the  nation 
on  the  accj’disition  of  an  attorney-general  of 
such  talents  and  industry  as  your  “Sketches” 
demonstrate. 

With  great  esteem,  I am,  sir,  your  friend  and 
humble  servant,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mr.  AVirt,  attorney -general 
of  the  United  States. 

(luincy,  January  23,  1818. 

Sir — I thank  you  for  you r kind  letter  of  the 
] 2th  of  this  month.  iVs  1 esteem  the  character 
of  Air.  Henry  an  honor  to  our  country,  and 
your  volume  a masterly  delineation  of  it,  I 
gave  orders  to  purchase  it  as  soon  as  I heard  of 
it;  but  was  told  it  was  not  to  be  had  in  Boston. 
I have  seen  it  only  by  great  favor  on  a short 
loan.  A copy  Irom  tiie  author  would  be  worth 
many  by  purchase.  It  may  be  sent  to  me  by 
the  mail. 

From  a personal  acquaintance,  perhaps,  I 
might  say  a friendship,  with  Mr.  Henry,  of 
more  than  forty  years,  and  from  all  that  I have 
heard  or  read  of  him,  I have  always  considered 
him  as  a gentleman  of  deep  reflection,  keen 
sagacity,  clear  foresight,  daring  enterprize, 
inflexible  intrepidity  and  untainted  integrity; 
with  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  liberties,  the  honor 
and  felicity  of  his  country  and  his  species.  Ail 
this  you,  justly  as  I believe,  represent  him  to 
have  been.  There  are,  however,  remarks  to  be 
made  upon  your  work,  which,  if  I had  the 
eyes  and  hands,  I would,  in  the  spirit  of 
friendship,  attempt.  But  ray  hands,  and  eyes, 
and  life,  are  but  for  a moment. 

AVhen  cong.  ess  had  finished  their  business, 
as  they  thought,  in  the  autumn  of  1774,  1 had, 
with  Mr.  Henry,  before  we  took  leave  of  each 
other,  some  familiar  conversation,  in  which  I 
expressed  a full,  conviction  that  our  resolves, 
declaration  ot  rights,  enumeration  of  wrongs, 
petitions,  remonstrances  and  addresses,  asso- 
ciation^j  and  non-importation  agreements, how- 
ever th.ey  might  be  expected  in  America,  and 
however  necessary  to  cement  the  union  of  the 
colonies,  would  be  but  waste  water  in  Eiifdand. 
Mr.  Henry  said  they  might  make  some  impres- 
sion among  the  people  of  England,  but  agreed 


with  me  that  they  would  be  totally  lost  upon 
tlie  government.  I had  just  received  a short 
and  hasty  letter,  written  to  me  by  major  Josepii 
Hawley,  of  Northampton,  containing  “a  few 
broken  hints,”  as  he  called  them,  of  what  he 
thought  was  proper  to  be  done,  and  concluding 
with  these  words,  “after  all  we  must  fight.” 
This  letter  I read  to  Mr.  Henry,  who  listened 
with  great  attention,  and  as  soon  as  I bad  pro- 
nounced the  words,  “after  all  we  must  fight,” 
he  raised  his  head,  and,  with  an  energy  and 
vehemence  that  I can  never  forget,  broke  out 

with  “by  G- I AM  OF  THAT  MAN’s  MIND.”  I 

put  the  letter  into  his  hand,  and  when  he  had 
read  it  he  returned  it  to  me,  with  an  equally 
solemn  asseveration,  that  he  agreed  entirely  in 
opinion  with  the  writer.  I considered  this  as 
a sacred  oath,  upon  a very  great  occasion,  and 
could  have  sworn  it  as  religiously  as  he  did^ 
and  by  no  means  inconsistent  with  what  you 
say,  in  some  part  of  your  book,  that  he  never 
took  the  Sacred  Name  in  vain. 

As  I knew  the  sentiments  with  which  Mr. 
Henry  left  congress  in  the  autumn  of  1774»  and 
knew  the  chapter  and  verse  from  which  he  had 
borrowed  the  sublime  expression,  “we  must 
fight,’*  I was  not  at  all  surprised  at  your  his- 
toiy,  in  the  122d  page,  in  the  note,  and  in  some 
of  the  preceding  and  following  pages.  Mr. 
Henry  only  pursued, in  Ma-  ch,  1775, the  views 
and  vows  of  November,  1774. 

The  other  delegates  fi’om  Alrginia  returned 
to  their  state  in  full  confidence  that  all  our 
grievances  would  be  redressed.  The  last  words 
that  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  said  to  me  when 
we  parted,  were,  “we  shall  infalliably  carry  all 
our  points.  You  will  he  completely  relieved; 
all  the  offensive  acts  will  be  repealed;  the  army 
and  fleet  ivill  be  recalled^  and  Britain  will  give- 
up  her  foolish  project.’’^ 

AVashington  only  was  in  doubt.  He  never 
spoke  in  public  In  private  he  joined  with  those 
who  advocated  a non-exportation  as  well  as  a 
non-importation  agreement.  AVith  both  he 
thought  we  should  prevail;  without  either  he 
thought  it  doubtful.  Henry  was  clear  in  one 
opinion,  Richard  Henry  Lee  in  an  opposite 
opinion,  and  AVashington  doubted  between  the 
two.  Henry,  however,  appeared,  in  the  end, 
to  be  exactly  in  the  right. 

Oratory,  Mr.  AAdrt,  as  it  consists  in  expres- 
sions of  the  countenance,  graces  of  attitude 
and  motion,  and  intonation  of  voice,  although 
it  is  altogether  superficial  and  ornamental,  will 
always  command  admiration;  yet  it  deserves 
little  veneration  Flashes  of  wit,  coruscations 
of  imagination  and  gay  pictures,  -what  are 
they.^  Strict  truth,  rapid  reason  and  pure  inte- 
grity are  the  (»nly  essential  ingredients  in  sound 
oratory.  I flatter  myself  that  Deuiothenes,  by 
his  “action!  action!  action!”  meant  to  express 
the  same  opinion.  To  speak  of  American  ora- 
tory, ancient  or  modern,  would  lead  me  too 
far,  and  beyond  my  depth.  I mi^st  conclude 
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with  fredh  assurances  of  the  high  esteem  of 
your  humble  servant,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

William  Wirt,  esq. 

JJttorney -general  of  the  IT.  States* 

Quincy.,  March  7,  1818. 

Dear  sir — Be  pleased  to  accept  my  cordial 
thanks  for  the  present  of  an  elegant  copy  of 
your  Sketches  of  Mr.  Henry.  I know  not  whe- 
ther I shall  ever  have  lime  to  make  you  any 
other  return  than  thanks;  but  as  I see  you 
wish  to  investigate  the  sources  of  the  American 
revolution,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I will 
give  you  such  hints  as  my  memory  affoi^ls,  to 
Assist  you. 

In  i 764  was  published  in  Boston,  a pamphlet 
‘‘•The  sentiments  of  a British  American,”  the 
motto  of  wliich  ought  to  have  warned  Great 
Britain  to  desist  from  her  tyrannical  system  of 
faxation: 

“Asellum  in  prato  timldus  pascebat  senex. 

Is  hostium  clamore  subito  territus 

Suadebat  asino  fugere.  Tie  possent  cspi. 

Ait  iile  lentils;  qusso  num  binas  mihi 

Clitellas  impositumm  victoruin  putas? 

Senex  negavit.  Ei*go  quid  refert  niea  , 

Cui  serviam?  Clitellas  dum  portem  meas.’* 

PuiEDIlUS. 

Considering  an  act  of  parliament  of  the 
fourth  year  of  Geor^.  the  third,  for  granting 
certain  duties  in  the  British  colonies  and  plan- 
tations in  America,  he  says  the  first  objection 
is,  that ‘‘a  tax  is  laid  on  several  commodities, 
to  be  raised  and  levied  in  the  plantations,  and 
to  be  remitted  home  to  England.”  This  is 
esteemed  as  a grievance,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
laid  without  the  consent  of  the  representatives 
of  the  colonists.  It  is  esteemed  an  essential 
British  right,  that  no  person  shall  be 

SUBJECT  TO  ANY  TAX  BUT  WHAT  IN  PERSON,  OR 
BY  HIS  REPRESENTATIVE,  HE  HAS  A VOICE  IN 
LAYING. 

I am  indebted  to  you,  Mr.  Wirt,  for  the  re- 
perusal of  this  pretty  little  thing.  I had  not 
seen  it  for  fifty-four  years,  and  should  never 
have  seen  it  again,  if  your  book  had  not  excited 
me,  having  no  copy  of  it,  to  borrow  it,  as  a 
great  favor,  for  a short  time.  It  was  written 
by  Oxenbridge  Thatcher,  a barrister  at  law,  in 
Boston.  ^ There  is  so  much  resemblance  be- 
tween this  pamphlet  and  Mr.  Jay’s  address  to 
the  people  of  England,  written  in  congress  ten 
years  afterwards,  that,  as  Johnson  said  of  his 
Rasselas  and  Voltaire’s  Candid,  the  world 
might  suspect  that  the  one  gave  occasion  to  the 
other. 

In  this  year,  1764,  was  published  in  Boston, 
“^The  rights  of  the  British  colonies  asserted 
andproved— by  James  Otis,  esq.”  This  work 
was  read  in  manuscript  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  Massachusetts,  in  1764,  and 
though  not  ordered  by  them  to  be  published, 
it  was  printed  Vvith  their  knowledge:  In  it 
these  propositions  ai  e asserted  a&fuijdamentak 


“1.  That  the  supreme  and  subordinate  powers  of 
legislation  should  be  free,  and  s- cred  in  the  hands 
where  the  community  have  once  rightfully  placed 
them. 

“2.  The  >”]preme  national  legislature  cannot  be 
altered,  justly,  till  the  commonwealth  is  dissolved; 
nor  a subordinate  legislature  taken  away  without 
forfeiture  or  other  good  cause.  Nor  can  the  sub- 
jects of  the  subordinate  government  be  reduced  to 
a state  of  slavery,  and  reduced  to  the  despotic 
rule  of  others, 

“3.  No  legislature,  supreme  or  subordinate_,  has 
a right  to  make  itself  arbitrary. 

“4.  The  supreme  legislative  cannot  justly  assume 
a power  of  ruling  by  extempore,  arbitrary  decrees; 
but  is  botind  to  dispense  justice,  by  known  set- 
tled rules,  and  by  duly  authorised,  independent 
judges. 

“5.  Tse  supreme  power  cannot  take  from  ant 

MAN  ANT  PART  OF  HIS  PUOPEnTY,  WITHOU  P HlS  CON- 
SENT IN  PERSON,  OR  BY  HIS  REPRESENTATIVE. 

“6.  T!ie  legislature  cannot  transfer  the  power  of 
making  laws  to  any  other  hands.” 

“These  are  the  bounds  which,  by  God  and  na- 
ture, are  fixed — Hitherto  have  they  a right  to  come, 
and  no  farther: 

“1st.  To  govern  by  stated  laws: 

“2dly.  Those  laws  sliould  have  no  end  ultiriMitely 
but  the  good  of  the  people. 

“3dly.  That  taxes  are  not  to  be  laid  upon  the 
people,  but  by  their  consent  or  by  deputation. 

“4thly.  Their  whole  power  is  not  transferable.” 

Tliese  are  the  first  principles  of  lav/  and 
justice;  the  great  barrieis  of  a free  state,  and 

of  the  British  constitution  in  particular. i 

ask,  I want,  no  more. 

This  work,  Mr.  Wirt,  which,  in  1764,  v/as 
as  familiar  to  me  as  my  alphabet,  I had  not 
seen  for  fifty-four  years,  and  should  never  have 
seen  it  again,  if  your  ^“Sketches,”  for  which  I 
again  thank  you,  had  not  aroused  me.  With 
some  pains  and  as  great  a favor,  I have  ob- 
tained the  loan  of  it,  from  Wm.  Smith  Shaw, 
esq.  the  indefatigable  collector  of  literary  cu- 
riosities in  the  Athenseum. 

In  page  seventy -three  of  Mr.  Otis’  pamphlet 
is  a learned  and  elaborate  demonstration,  that 
all  acts  of  parliament,  laying  taxes  on  the 
colonies  v/ithout  their  consent,  were  null  and 
void. 

In  an  appendix  to  this  work,  is  a copy  of 
instructions  given  by  the  city  of  Boston,  at 
their  annual  meeting  in  May,  1764,  to  tlieir 
representatives.  Royal  Tyler,  James  Otis, 
Thomas  Cushing  and  Oxenbridge  Tiiatcher, 
esqs.  These  instructions  were  drawn  by  S;i- 
muel  Adams,  who  was  one  of  the  committee, 
appointed  by  the  town,  for  that  purpoae.  These 
instructions  are  a sample  of  that  simplicity, 
purity  and  harmony  of  style,  which  distin- 
guished all  the  productions  of  Mr,  Adams’ 
pen.  I wish  I could  transct  ibe  the  whole;  but 
the  paragraph  most  directly  to  the  present  pur- 
pose, is  the  following: 

“But  what  still  heightens  our  apprehensions  Is, 
that  these  unexpected  proceedings  may  be  prepa- 
I ratory  to  new  taxations  upon  us.  For,  If  our  trade 
I may  be  taxed,  why  not  our  lands?  Why  not  t!>e  pro- 
I du.ce  of  cur  lands,  and  evei-y  thing  we  possess 


2G0  NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  13,  1818— BANK  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 


make  use  of?  'Hus,  we  apprehend,  annihilates  our 
charter  right  to  govern  and  tax  ourselves.  It  strikes 
at  our  Britisti  privileges,  which,  as  we  have  never 
iorfei ted  them,  we  hold  in  common  witli  our  fellow 
subjects,  who  are  natives  of  Britain.  If  taxes  are 
laid  upon  us,'  in  any  shape,  without  our  having  a 
legal  representation  where  they  are  laid,  are  we  not 
reduced  from  the  character  of  free  subjects  to  the 
miserable  state  of  miserable  slaves.” 

Tiiis  whole  work  was  published  more  than 
a year  before  Mr.  Henry’s  resolutions  were 
moved  or  composed. 

Excuse  the  trouble  I give  you,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  sir,  your  obliged  friend  and  bumble 
servant,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

William  Wirt,  esq. 

Mtorney -general  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Niles — I here  s«ud  you  three  great 
authorities,  James  Otis,  Oxenbridge  Thatcher 
atid  Samuel  Adams,  all  supported  by  almost 
till  unanimous  vote  of  the  town  of  Boston,  all 
containing  every  principle,  every  sentiment 
and  every  idea  in  Mr.  Henry’s  resolutions,  at 
least  a year  before  he  moved  them,  or  compos- 
ed them.  Indeed  tl)is  was  common-place  lan- 
guage in  Boston  and  Massachusetts,  in  the 
mouths  of  all  men,  but  the  ministerial  people: 
It  was  not  uncommon  to  hear  the  question, 
'‘‘For  wl'sat  have  we  fought  against  France 
The  French  are  more  humane  to  their  slaves 
than  the  English.” 

Y our  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

When  the  discussion  first  commenced  in  the  Re* 
oisTEu,  about  the  “bank  of  the  United  States,”  and 
the  modern  system  of  banking,  generally — the  great 
/jo/ier  stock  holders,  and  stock-note  makers^  who  had 
already  counted  the  fifties  and  hundreds  of  thvou- 
s.ands  of  dollars  that  they  supposed  they  had  made, 
affected  to  treat  it  with  contempt — luonhl  amount 
io  nothing,''’  they  said.  The  price  of  stock  theti  wus 
%\55  per  share,  and  I really  believe  that  tJiere 
were  some  foolish  enougli  to  buy  it  at  tliat  rate! — 
it  is  noro  quoted  at  140,  but  there  are  “no  sales,” 
and  I cannot  believe  that  1000  shares  would  bring 
^130,  under  the  hammer.*  Indeed,!  am  informed 
that  it  I'las  been  privately  sold  ut  that  price,  and  on  a 
credit;  which  U still  much  more  than  it  is  wort!), 
if  ntoney  is  worth  six  per  cent,  per  anmm.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  the  great  men  have  beer,  ple.ised 
to  change  their  opinion.  1 told  them  that  a free 
press  was  as  well  <he  scourge  and  terror  of  mono- 
polists as  of  tyraitts,  and  I tliink  that  they  now  be- 
lli, ve  wh.U  was  said.  “But  tue  end  is  not  vkt.” 

As  tills  'l''’«jr ssion  was  begun  under  a solemn  con- 
lictlop.  cf  ;.ublic  duty,  vvlUioul  private  griefs  t'l 
b--:il  or  wr.  p.gs  to  avenge,  it  shall  be  prosecuted 
with  ft  rvericy  and  iimmess  to  the  end  originally 
]u-ojecte(l--ii' the  people  will  bear  ins  out'ln  it. 

*\Ve  have  noi.  the  vanity  u/msiouale  lliat  this 
ieprtssioa  <d'  jirice— or  rather  this  approach  to- 
.,-auh  t!-,c  ti  uevaiue  of  the  stock,  has  beet,  effected 
by  our  ext  1 ti;  us.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that 
we  have  aided  and  assisted  in  spreading  truth  be- 
Jure  liic  people. 


That  end  is  to  punish  bank  speculators,  generally, 
and  resist  them  in  their  unholy  war  against  real 
property  and  regular  business.  If  defeated,  as  I trust 
that  they  will  be,  ntany  persons  in  whose  welfare 
I am  much  interested,  will  be  seriously  inju.-ed 
— but  there  is  no  man  living  who  has  lent  himself 
to  the  “system,”  that  1 would  save  from  ruin 
and  save  the  system,  were  it  left  to  my  discretion. 
Let  the  fate  of  such  serve  as  a landmark,  and  stand 
as  a beacon,  to  warn  every  one  disposed  to  abandon 
theeWvi/ay  of  money-getting,  by  industry  and  eco- 
nomy, for  that  of  building  p.alaces  and  rioting  in 
luxury,  by  gambling.  Truth  has  gone  forth,  and  its 
poxver  has  been  immense,  though  feebly  advocated. 

Independent  of  the  bad  effects  resulting  from 
the  example,  we  feel  the  inevitable  operation  of 
these  speculations,  and  the  shifts  and  expedients 
resorted  to  by  the  bank  to  avoid,  or  shove  off,  the 
paym.ent  of  its  debts,  are  pitiful — as,  for  instance,  if 
you  present  a check  at  the  branch  at  BaUimorc,\.\\ey 
may  give  you  notes  payable  in  Charleston,  Y7ash- 
ington  city,  &c.  and  at  those  places,  they  may  pap 
you  with  the  notes  of  another  branch — thus,  in  the 
emphatic  language  of  ray  able  correspondent,  “re- 
lieving ONE  RAG  WITH  ANOTHER:”  stUl  the  bank 
seems  to  be  exceedingly  pressed,  and  to  have  as 
completely  failed  to  fulfil  the  public  expectation, 
as  that  of  the  visionary  dabblers  in  its  stock. 

When  this  baiik  went  Into  operation  very  many 
regular  dealers,  moderate  traders  and  productive 
mechanics,  were  induced  to  open  accounts  with  it 
— they  were  taught  to  expect  steady  accommoda- 
tions and  systematic  fiicilities:  they  retired  from  the 
state  banks  for  such  superior  advantages,  and  their 
hearts  W'ere  at  ease.  What  is  the  conseqaencei* — 
As  much  money — ifYnoney  it  can  be  called — was 
lent  out  upon  the  stock-notes  alone,  as  the  bank 
ought  to  have  lent,  in  all,  the  first  year — the  bubble 
has  burst — the  slock  will  not  sell — some  makers  of 
the  stock-notes  are  really  hard  put  to  it  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  them,  and  tlie  “little  folks”  suffer. 
'fhey  are,  almost  every  discount  daVs  “cut  down” — • 
tliey  receive  few  or  no  new  accommodations ; 
the  state  banks  dare  not  make  an  attempt  to  re- 
lieve them — misery,  before  unknown,  prevails;  and 
the  ruin  of  the  middle  class,  who,  unfortunately, 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  is  efiecting  with 
terrible  rapidity,  'fhe  fruits  of  many  years’  toil, 
the  comforts  of  tiieir  wives  and  little  ones,  are  to 
be  swallowed  by  the  inordinate  avarice,  and  conse- 
quent misconcb.ict,  of  the  “rag-barons.”  (kj^The 
discounts  affbi  ded  to  four  or  five  useless  men  [in 
their  cajiacity  (;f  specidalors],  would  relieve  all 
Baltimore,  for  example,  of  a pressure  for  money 
never  hitherto  equalled. 

But  a dispersion  of  these  discounts  cannot  be  hop- 
ed for — the  makers  of  the  machine  are  its  managers. 
I only  wish  that  they  may  {and  I trust  that  they  ivill) 
sulfer  the  evils  whidi  they  themselves  inflict — 
for  their  own  reformation  and  the  instruction  of 
those  that  wt  uld  follow  their  lead.  But  the  fact 
is,  at  present,  that  as  speculation  made  the  bank, 
so  the  bank  supports  speculation — stockholders 
uvule  capital,  and  capital  sustains  stock  notes,  in  a 
very  neighborly  -nay. 

The  great  folks  may  yet  be  disposed  to  receive 
my  advice  with  a smile  of  cot. tempt — yet  I will 
g'lve  ii:  if  they  hope  for  aiercy  themselves,  they  must 
extend  to  the  r iddling  classes  of  the  people. 

Depend  upon  it,  if  the  latter  are  once  roused  to 
exert  their  united  strenqth,  the  rag  system  will  be 
scattered,  like  tliistle  blossom^  before  a north- 
west wind:  aiid  they  may  be  so  roused.  I have  no 
“favor”  to  ask  for;  blessed  are  they  who  do  not  ex- 
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pect  any  of  modern  bankers,  for  they  shall  not  be 
ilisappointed! 

But  wo  be  to  the  bank-note-makers  when  the 
laboring'  classes,  driven  into  a corner  by  banking- 
despotism  and  avarice,  shall  there  make  a stand 
and  demand  money  for  bank  bills! — demand  of  the 
banks  that  which  the  banks  demand  of  them— n 
payment  of  their  debts  The  “rag'-barons”  verily 
seem  to  belif-ve  tiiat  their  paper  is  money!  I visited 
a bank  a few  days  since  and  requested  small  notes 
in  part  ot  a debt  that  that  bank  o-wed  to  me,  and  the 
rest  in  “money.”  The  teller,  though  lie  is  a very 
intelligent  gentleman,  could  not  understand  me; 
and  had  to  explain  myself  as  if  speaking  to  a person 
ignorant  of  the  English  language,  by  pointing  to  a 
few  dollars  lying  on  the  counter — on  which  he  ap- 
preheis  led  my  meaning  and  liquidated  the  debt  as 
requested.  If  I had  had  leisure,  I would  have  told 
him  that  he  owed  me  ^he  thanks  of  the  institution 
for  the  exten.sion  of  credit  that  I allowed  to  it;  but 
I promise  to  instruct  him  in  this  part  of  his  duty 
hereafter,  if  his  conduct  shall  require  it  of  me. 

The  next  Register,  if  notliing  particular  inter- 
venes, shall  cont-dn  an  exposition  of  our  views  and 
wishes,  illustrated  by  anecdotes  and  facts — expla- 
natory of  the  motives  that  led  us  to  take  up  the 
subject,  and  injproof  of  the  wholesome  effects  that 
hs.vv;  already  resulted  from  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple to  it. 


Letters  from  South  America. 

COMMUXICATEI)  TO  a THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Rio  Janeiro,  6th  Feb.  1818, 

DEAR  SIR — After  a pleasant  voyage  of  fifly  hve 
days  we  arrived  here,  on  Thursday  the  twenty  ninth 
of  January.  As  I have  not  leisure  to  say  every 
thing  to  you  I could  wush,  I must,  therefore,  con- 
fine myself  to  such  matters  as  appear  most  inte- 
resting and  important. 

The  coast  of  Brazil,  when  seen  at  a distance,  ap- 
pears  like  one  continued  range  of  lofty  mountains, 
but  as  you  approach  it,  and  on  entering  this  har- 
bor, which  is  in  all  respects  perhaps  one  of  the 
very  best  in.  the  whole  world,  the  country  exhibits 
a surface  broken,  not  into  ridges,  as  in  some  parts 
of  our’s,  but  into  knobs  and  sharp  lofty  cones. 
There  is  in  no  direction  a continued  range  of  emi- 
nences or  vallies  formed  as  it  would  seem  by  a 
stream  of  water,  by  following  the  margin  of  which 
the  traveller  finds  himself  continually  on  a level 
plain,  for  more  than  a few  miles.  The  sugar  loaf, 
as  it  is  justly  called  from  its  shape,  is  situated  on 
the  left  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and 
along  side  of  which  the  Congress  might  lay,  is  a 
solid  rock  of  more  than  nine  hundred  feet  high, 
and  so  steep  on  all  sides,  that  but  two  men  were 
ever  known  to  have  reached  the  top — immediate- 
ly in  front  as  you  enter  from  sea,  at  the  far  end  of 
the  bay  and  at  the  distance  of  about  fifty  miles,  are 
seen  the  Organ  mountains,  so  called  from  their  ris- 
ing in  sharp  points  like  organ  pipes,  between  four 
and  five  thousand  feet  on  height  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  The  valley  in  which  the  city  of  St.  Se 
bastlan  s stands,  is  in  no  direction  more  than  a mile 
wide.  All  round  about  in  tliis  great  bay,  impro- 
perly called  Rio  Janerio,  area  great  number  of 
beautiful  little  islands  and  eminences— -and  the 
shores  of  all  the  lesser  bays,  (and  there  are  many 
making  out  of  this  great  one,)  are  garnished  with 
houses  built  in  the  manner  of  this  country,  which 
IS  not  lofty,  of  stone,  plastered  on  the  outside 
white,  and  covered  with  red  baked  tiles.  The 
scenery  is,  altogether,  whether  beheld  from  the 


water  or  a mountain  top,  one  of  the  most  grand,  ro- 
mantic ^ind  picturesque  I ever  saw. 

The  population  is  confined  to  the  arable  portions 
of  the  sides,  and  the  narrow  valHes  betv/een  the 
mountains.  There  are  but  two  carriage  roads 
leading  out  of  the  city,  one  northerly  towards  the 
king’s  farm  or  country  palace,  on  the  coast  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  is  passible  for  carriages  about  forty 
miles;  the  other  leading  in  a southernly  direction 
and  is  passable  for  carriages  not  more  than  10  mile.s. 
The  soil  in  tte  vallies  is  of  a light  mould  or  sandy 
quality  similar  to  the  soil  of  Calvert,  [Md.]  but 
tliat  of  the  hill  sides  is  of  stiff  tenacious  red  clay, 
and  in  wet  seasons,  makes  very  bad  roads.  The 
land  is,  in  general,  tolerably  productive  in  all  the 
tropical  plants  and  fruits.  But  the  s‘ate  of  culti- 
vation is  wretched,  even  near  the  city,  and  I am 
told  it  is  much  worse  at  a distance.  The  forests 
which  cover  this  singularly  raountainons  surface 
present  an  almost  impenetrable  thorny  thicket. 
There  are  no  forest  trees  here,  which  are  common 
to  our  country;  but  there  are  a great  variety  of 
timber  trees  and  most  of  them  very  durable  and 
hard.  Trees  appear  in  some  places  to  grow  out  of 
the  rock  itself,  and  yet  have  very  tall  straight  bo- 
dies. The  flowering  shrubs  are  numerous  and  very 
beautiful.  The  family  of  the  cactus,  or  prickly 
pear,  are  common,  and  larger  than  any  I have  ever 
seen  in  our  hothouses;  besides  many  other  prickly 
shrubs:  with  such  an  under-growth  and  without 
any  gra?s  to  tempt  them,  the  cattle  seldom'stray  far 
into  the  woods.  Indeed,  the  whole  vegetable  king- 
dom seems  to  be  entirely  different  from  that  of 
our  country. 

I have  been  assured,  that  the  surface  of  this 
whole  country  of  Brazil,  is  for  many  hundreds  of 
miles  in  every  direction,  similar  to  that  just  round 
about  here.  li  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is 
not  only  impregnishte  by  any  foreign  power;  but 
that  its  population,  which  may  be  more  numerous 
than  one  would  at  first  imagine,  owing  to  the  cli- 
mate and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  must  be  distribu- 
ted over  it  in  detached  parcels;  that  one  part  will 
be  very  difficult  of  access  and  almost  invulnerable 
to  another;  and  therefore,  that  the  character  of  the 
people,  owing  to  these  difficulties  of  intercourse, 
must  remain  long  stationary;  that  whatever  politi 
cal  impulse  is  once  given  must  be  difficult  to  repel, 
and  consequently  will  be  felt  for  many  generations 

The  inhabitants  of  our  country  are  a talking  news 
loving  people;  those  of^Brazi't  are  exactly  in  the 
opposite  extreme.  From  the  continual  efforts  ofthe 
royal  and  pious  rulers  of  thifs  country,  to  silence 
the  people  on  all  political  and  religious  matters, 
they  have  produced  an  habitual  taciturnity  upon 
ail  subjects;  hence  the  great  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing information  or  of  making  any  political  irnpre-s- 
sion — a sort  of  intellecturd  indolence  as  well  as 
bodily  laziness  seems  to  have  taken  possession  of 
all  ranks,  and  a Portuguese  from  an  habitual  coy- 
ness and  caution  is  unwilling  to  impart  any  infor- 
mation he  may  possess  even  upon  the  most  indiffer- 
ent and  innocent  sul-jects,  such  as  the  geogs'aphy, 
the  slate  of  husbandry,  &c.  of  his  councry.  Tliere 
is  but  one  newspaper,  issuing  twice  a-week,  pub- 
lished in  this  city — It  is  under  u st;  ic  , consorsliip 
and  is  utterly  destitute  of  all  inierest  except  as  a 
mercantile  advertiser.  As  to  the  stale  of  society, 
or  the  character,  temper  and  dispositioiiS  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  impossible  w ithout  residing 
among  them  and  mixing  wit!i  them  to  say  any  thing 
with  accuracy  from  my  own  observation. 

The  king  came  here  about  nine  years  ago,  and  as 
tlie  circumstances  under  whicli  he  can;e,  are  dii‘. 
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f'erent  from  what  I have  heard  in  the  United  States, 
and  tend  to  cast  some  light  upon  American  affairs, 

3 shall  reKle  them  to  yovi.  At  the  time  when  Bo- 
naparte was  pressing  all  the  powers  of  Europe  to 
accede  to  his  continental  system,  and  was  very 
powerful  in  Spain,  he  directed  his  army  of  the  Pe- 
ninsula to  move  towards  the  frontier  and  inyade  the 
Portuguese  dominions,  in  order  to  give  weight  to 
his  arguments  addressed  to  that  power,  in  case  the 
king  sljould  refuse  to  come  into  his  measures, 
'ft.e  king-  of  Portugal,  who  Iiad  long  been  a sort  of 
protvincial  ally  of  England,  after  some  hesitation, 
joinetl  the  continental  coalition,  and  declared  war 
ag'ainsl  Great  Britair,  a^Td  the  English  cruisers  had 
aciualiy  been  capturing  the  Portuguese  some 
months,  when  the  French  army  iipproached  the 
frontiersof  Portugal,  which  so  terrified  his  most 
faithful  majesty,  tliat  he  instantly  determined  on 
living  to  America,  and  in  doing  so  to  commit  him- 
self, if  necessary,  to  the  mercy  of  England;  accord- 
ingly,  with  the  greatest  confusion  and  precipitation 
ije  threw  on  board  his  fleet  and  some  India  mer- 
chantmen, then  lying  at  Lisbon,  his  furniture,  his 
l^imily  and  himself,  and  put  to  sea.  He  had  not 
gone  fi.r  before  he  was  met  by  the  British  squad- 
ron under  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  whom  he  cajoled  and 
pacified  by  tire  most  solemn  assurances  of  amity 
and  harmonious  arrangement  with  England,  owing 
to  which  and  the  novelty  of  the  circumstances. 
Sir  Sidney  suffered  him  to  pass,  and  he  ar  rived 
here  safe>  The  story  about  England’s  recommend- 
ing the  king  of  Portugal  to  retire  to  Brazil,  and  of 
conveying  !\im  hither,  is  all  a fabrication,  a mere 
after  thought  circulated  to  save  appearances;  for 
it  is  npw  well  known,  that  his  coming  here  was  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  settled  policy  of  England. 

All  the  civilized  nations,  except  England,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  ours  cannot  also  be  excepted, 
have  been  very  biameably  inattentive  and  extreme- 
ly ignoram  of  all  matters  relative  to  America. 
England  being  a manufacturing  nation  and  a great* 
naval  power,  and  being  very  well  informed  as  to 
tlie  nature  and  circumstances  of  South  America, 
has  been  always  specially  anxious  to  preserve  the 
colonial  system  entire:  because  by  its  preservation 
she  sa^y,  that  tiie  return  of  her  industry  and  power 
would  enable  her  to  monopolise  the  whole  of  the 
trade  of  the  American  continent  and  islands,  and 
also  to  hold  her  American  possessions  with  all 
their  advantages.  But  the  removal  of  the  king  of 
Portugal  to  this  country  at  once  opened  the  ports 
of  his  American  dominions  to  all  the  world,  and, 

' ofar,  broke  in  upon  the  colonial  system. — it  did 
snore — it  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  conti- 
nental powers  of  Europe  to  a system  of  which  they 
knew  nothing,  and  as  to  which,  as  they  have  no  co- 
lonies, their  interests  are  intirely  analogous  to 
ours  and  directly  opposite  to  those  of  England. 
Hence  it  is  clear,  that  England  never  would 
have  let  this  king  come,  much  less  have  sent  him 
here,  had  she  been  previously  consulted.  And  so 
decidedly  hostile  has  she  been  to  his  change  of 
position,  that  she  has  left  nothing  untried  to 
get  him  back.  Admiral  Beresford,  with  his  squad- 
ron was  sent  here  in  1815,  with  directions,  if  pos- 
sible, to  allure  the  king  back  to  Lisbon — The  ad- 
miral remained  here  four  months  and  used  every 
art  and  argument  he  could  devise:  he  had  his  ship 
fitted  up  and  dressed  in  the  most  splendid  style, 
persuaded  the  king  to  go  on  board  and  look  at  the 
accommodations.  He  was  n)ost  liberal  in  his  offers 
and  pressing  in  his  solicitations,  but  it  was  all  to 
no  purpose;  his  majesty’s  great  dread  of  the  ocean, 
for,  it  is  said,  he  is  one  $f  the  greatest  cowards  that 


ever  existed,  could  not  be  overcome,  and  he  would 
not  consent  to  leave  this  country.  If  he  is  not 
conveyed  to  Europe  in  a few  years,  he  and  his  cou- 
sin legitimates  of  the  continent,  it  is  believed,  will 
see  very  strong  political  reasons  why  he  should 
continue  to  liold  his  seat  of  empire  here.  It  is  ex- 
pected and  hoped,  that  the  late  marriage  of  the 
young  prince  and  heir  apparent  of  Portugal  with 
the  daughter  of  the  emperor  of  Austria,  may  have 
the  effect  of  exciting  the  attention  of  the  conti- 
nental powers  of  Europe  towards  this  country,  and 
of  causing  them  to  see  how  adverse  the  colonial 
system,  so  strongly  urged  by  Spain  and  England,  is 
to  all  their  best  interests.  Whether  the  king’s  re- 
moval hither  may  accelerate  or  retard  a revolution 
and  the  liberation  of  his  American  subjects,  seems 
to  be  under  all  circumstances  a doubtful  question, 

It  is  said  here  where  there  are  a great  multitude 
of  slaves  imported,  tli^it  if  the  slave-trade  were 
entirely  and  suddenly  prohibited,  it  would  so  ma- 
terially diminish  if  not  for  a time  destroy  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  tropical  productions  in  this  and 
many  parts  of  South  America,  as  to  make  all  na- 
tions dependent  on  the  English  tropical  posses- 
sions for  such  artieles;  and  hence  all  *he  hypocri- 
tical clamor  of  England  about  the  slave-trade. 
England  has  been  trying  to  get  Portugal  to  accede 
to  the  general  abolition  of  the  slave-trade;  but 
Portugal  refiwes, because  it  would,  as  she  says,*‘de- 
stroy  the  profits  of  her  African  and  American  pos- 
sessions. 

Some  time  ago  there  arrived  here  two  agents 
from  the  patriots  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  after  a lit- 
tle manoeuvring  obtained  acces,s  to  the  ear  of  this 
government.  They  slated,  that  an  armament  was 
fitting  out  in  the  Peninsula  against  them,  to  pi*o- 
ceed  under  Morillo,  who  you  know  has  since  ren- 
dered himself  so  infamous  in  Venezuela;  that, 
that  army  oould  not  come  furnished  with  provisir 
onsforany  length  of  time,  and  consequently,  that 
if  the  king  of  Portugal  would  occupy  the  country 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Montevideo,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  Morillo  to  get  up  the  river  or  to  pe- 
netrate far  into  the  country  before  they  were  de- 
stroyed; that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  Plate  the 
people  of  Buenos  Ayres  were  v/ell  able  to  defend 
themselves — And  they  persuaded  this  silly  monarch, 
to  believe,  that  by  thus  secretly  and  indirectly 
co-operating  with  the  patriots  of  Buenos  Ayres  he 
might  get  such  a hold  of  the  country  or  establish 
such  an  influence  over  it,  as,  at  no  distant  day,  to 
extend  his  empire  quite  to  Cape  Horn.  Accord- 
ingly with  this  secret  understanding,  this  king,  the 
very  week  after  he  sent  off  one  of  his  princesses 
to  be  married  to  Ferdinand,  sliipped  his  army  to 
Bio  Grande  for  the  purpose  of  invading  and  taking 
possession  of  a part  of  Ferdinand’s  dominions  on 
the  La  Plata.  This  piece  of  perfidy,  altogether 
royal,  has  eventuated  as  it  ought,  to  the  loss  and 
disgrace  of  his  most  majesty.  Since  the 

noieof  the  legitimates  to  tins  government,  which 
you  saw  in  the  newspapers  in  November  last,  the 
patriots,  having  become  fearful  that  this  king 
would  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  legitimates, 
restore  Montevideo  to  Spain,  have  told  him,  that 
his  army  at  Montivideo  must  now  cease  from  all 
further  hostilities  against  Artegas,  otherwise  they 
will  coalesce  with  and  aid  him.  It  is  believed  that 
the  king  will  in  a short  time  order  his  army  to  re- 
turn from  the  river  Plate. 

It  is  believed  that  Carrera  is  still  at  Montevideo, 
but  I have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  distinct  in- 
formation either  as  to  his  pwn  situation  or  that  of 
his  party;  indeed,  this  is  a place  where  little  intelli- 
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gence  of  any  sort  can  be  obtained  which  ^es  not 
immediately  relate  to  the  place  itself.  The  car- 
niv..b.  :vh;c-x  lasted  three  days,  and  the  acclamation 
OP  c;  'on  ilion  ofthe  king,  have  interfered  very  much 
witii'Our  getting  the  little  we  wanted,  or  we  should 
have  left  this  before  now,  but  we  hope  to  be  off  on 
Sunday  the  8th  instant. 


Letters  from  Hayti. 

Extracts  of  letters  from  a gentleman  on  board  the  Hor- 
net sloop  of  -war,  communicated  for  the  Weekly  Re 

gister,  dated  at  Port  au  Prince  5th  of  JVlay^  1818. 

\V e had  to  heat  through  the  Turk’s  Island  passage; 
& thing  very  unusual  indeed. — In  truth,  we  found 
that  nature*  seemed  to  be  playing  pranks  with  her 
own  laws;  having  spoken  vessels  which  reported 
that  the  customary  trr.de  winds  had  failed  for  up- 
wards of  three  weeks  before,  both  at  Trinidad  and 
Montserrat;  blowing  from  the  W.  and  S.  W.  in- 
s' ea4  ofthe  E.  and  N.  E.  points.  What  a foul  verse- 
ment!  I’  far  exceeds  the  incident  mentioned  by 
Humboldt  in  his  Personal  Narrative,  p.  232,  which 
he  deemed  so  very  remarkable.  Perhaps,  . not- 
withstanding all  this  supposed  irregularity, — per- 
haps if  a full  series  of  observations  had  been  made 
and  handed  down  to  us  for  some  centuries,  it 
would  appear  that  the  irregularities  remarked 
of  late,  are  periodical;  occurring  and  recurring 
at  stated  times;  just  as  the  French  astronomers 
have  demonstrated  that  certain  variations  in  the 
motions  of  the  planets  and  comets  happen  as 
uniformly  as  the  oscillations  of  the  pendulum.  So 
then,  I am  resolved  not  to  be  superstitious,  nor  to 
suppose  that  dame  nature  has  reversed  or  retarded 
her  operations  to  thwart  our  infidel  purposes? 

At  Cape  Henry,  which  exhibits  the  ruins  of  a 
superb  city,  we  were  unexpectedly  detained  for 
upwards  of  five  days.  His  ma  jesty,  Henry  I.  play- 
ed the  king  in  great  style — and  gave  an  appearance 
of  deliberation  to  a measure  which  he  had  undoubt- 
edly predetermined  before  our  arrival. — After  so- 
lemn ceremonies  and  the  clearance  of  couriers  and 
the  formality  of  despatches,— -he  finally  authorised 
the  baron  Dupuys  to  hand  bis  answer  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, containing  pretexts  for  rejecting  him  as  com- 
mercial agent  at  the  Cipe,  The  real  fact  is,  that 
he  only  souglit  to  evade  in  this  manner,  reclama- 
tions for  300,000,  or  400,000  dollars  for  past  spo- 
liations and  unjustifiable  confiscations. 

His  majesty  never  appeared  in  this  petty  occasion; 
nothing  but  grand  matters  draw  him  from  his  su- 
perb retreat  at  Sans  Souci,  a village  amidst  very 
lofty  mountains  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  city. 
Nothing  can  surpass  the  grandeur  of  the  landscape; 
its  beauties  are  picturesque  and  sublime.  The  for- 
tress or  citadel  on  the  peak  of  one  of  the  mountains 
in  his  front,  appears  like  an  eagle’s  nest  amidst  the 
the  clouds.*  If  fort  Henry  (alias  fort  Ferrier) 
contains  300  pieces  of  brass  ordnance,— as  report 
sets  forth,— and  is  garrisoned  by  expert  artillerists, 
1 cannot  conceive  what  force  would  be  capable  of 
reducing  it.  I conclude  that  these  pinnacles  are 
absolutely  impregnable. 

Henry  the  first  is  a rigorous  monarch.  None  of 
the  European  legitimates  surpasses  him  in  the 
most  princely  qualities — not  even  the  autocrat  of 
all  the  Russias. — He  has  created  a band  of  nobility, 
and  curbs  them  effectually.  He  exacts  one  fourth 
part  of  all  produce,  and  claims  both  people  and 
territory  as  his  own  property. 


In  addition  to  this,  he  receives  ten  per  centum 
on  imports  and  exports — and  has  heaped  logetlier 
so  much  specie  that,  as  an  English  physician  ob- 
served, he  can  show  more  money  than  the  bank  of 
England. 

Tiie  people  are  wretched — greviously  oppressed, 
His  word  is  law.  His  nod  is  fate.  The  people  can- 
not leave  the  towns  or  districts  without  passports; 
and,  just  before  our  arrival,  he  bad  ordered  a thou- 
sand women  to  be  selected  in  Cape  Henry,  ai;d 
transported  to  the  country  to  labor  on  the  planta- 
tions— the  men  being  all  under  arms.  Tlie  princi- 
pal drudgery  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  wPnien.'^  In  a 
ride  of  about  five  miles'  on  a Sunday  morning  tO 
Haut  du  Cap,  (a  pretty  country-house  to  Mdiicli 
foreigners  are  allowed  to  proceed  for  recreation — 
just  under  Mt.  Saint  Martis,  and  near  tlte  ruined 
village  of  Haut  du  Cap,)  we  passed  above  tliree  iiun- 
dred  of  tlfem,  coming  to  market — all  carrj/ing’ 
baskets  of  bananas,  plantains,  mangoes,  and  all 
the  variety  which  this  once  charming  land  pro- 
duces.—Tha  constant  recurrence  of  ruined  planta- 
tions, with  the  vestiges  of  spacious  dwellings, 
splendid  gardens,  and  fine  aqueducts  excite  meiaa- 
choly  ideas,  and  still  proclaim  (with  the  fruits  and 
flowers  of  the  East- Indies,  the  Pacific  ocean,  &c. 
&c-  naturalized  or  introduced  here  by  tlie  French,) 
the  taste,  industry  and  skill,  of  its  former  inhabi- 
tants.— But  these  are  gone — and  power  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  a ci-devant  St.  Eustatia  slave, 
sold  for  his  misbehaviour  to  a French  planter  of 
this  quondam  colony.  Henry  cannot  read  or  write 
— He  can  subscribe  his  name  liovvever  to  inscru- 
ments;  and  is  possessed  of  great  energy  of  charac- 
ter,— with  a remarkable  knack  at  discerning  the 
leading  traits  of  those  with  whom  he  has  inter- 
course.— If  you  believe  half  what  is  told  you  con- 
cerning Henry’s  penetration,  poor  Lavater  is  a 
child  in  comparison — and  even  Dr.'Gall  did  not  un- 
derstand craniology  half  so  v/ell.  In  a word,  king’ 

Henry  is  a prodigy — the  prince'  of— of jene  snis 

qnoi — a most  noble  cavalier,  and  the  young  prin- 
cesses royal  paragonsof  beauty,  virtue,  and  intelli- 
gence, while  the  queen  is  an  exemplary  pattern  of 
piety.  The  establishment  at  Sans  Sonci,— the 
name  will  of  course  remind  you  of  Frederick  as 
well  as  of  Christophe,  the  Great, — i»>on  a grand 
scale — if  we  may  believe  report.  But  he  is  a fa- 
vorite who  can  gain  admission  there. 

At  Cape  Henry  is  a Lancastrian  sclrool,  on  an  ex- 
tensive plan,  conducted  by  an  English  gentleman 
and  a very  intelligent  negro,  educated  in  England 
— There  is  also  a classical  school  conducted  by  aii 
English  clergyman — a school  of  anatoiuy,  of  wliich 
Dr.  Stewart  is  professor,  chief  surgeon  to  the  hos 
pital, — and  another  English  physicianf  is  the  king’s 
favorite,  enjoying  also  some  lucrative  privileges,— 
(by  the  bye  he  is  a clever  fellow;)  and  there  arc- 
two  more  English  physicians  at  the  Cape,  one  of 
whom  is  about  publishing  a botanical  survey  of  the 
plants  of  Hayti. 

There  are  four  other  Lancastrian  schools  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  territories  of  Christoplse — but, 
strange  to  tell! — their  application  io  the  dissemina- 
tion of,  or  tuition  in  French,  is  discountenaixed. 
It  is  said  to  be  his  majesty’s  intention  to  eradi- 
cate the  French  language  by  degrees,  or  at  least  to 
encourage  the  English  for  consmercial  and  politi- 
cal purposes.  I had  this  confirmed  b}’  too  many 
persons  to  allow  me  to  doubt  of  its  auttienticity. 

At  all  events,  tliese  institutions  are  a.  credit  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce  (canting  hypocrite  as  be  is,)  and 


*It  is  the  work  of  hundreds  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
year.s,  and  the  place  still  augmenti.ng. 


±Dr.  S.  Bill. 
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to  kinic  Henry.  Mr.  W.  is  said  to  h.ave  exert  el 
much  influence  wilh  ’he  latter,  insomuch  tliat  he 
is  greatly  humanised,  and,  now  (dial  he  has  obtain 
ed  bayonets  and^?/.n  fwwder  in  abundance)  decently 
shoots  or  stabs  sucli  convicts  as  he  used  to  have 
hurled  from  the  top  of  Mount  Fcnier  down  a ter- 
rific precipice,  which  shattered  tliem  into  atoms — 
Besides  this,  he  does  nothing  tl>at  can  give  the 
least  disquiet  to  the  legitimates  who  own  millions 
of  slaves  in  neighboring  islands — for  freedom  here 
is  rank  slavery.  Yet  the  prejudices  of  black 
against  white,  enables  Henry  to  aftect  whatever  he 
pleases.  His  officers  and  soldiers  look  martially; 
atid,  depend  upon  it,  let  prejudice  suggest  what  it 
may,  that  in  this  climate,  and  amidst  the  defiles 
and  declivities  of  Hayli,  they  are  formidable  anta- 
gonists. If  not  invincible,  they  are  nearly  so. 

To  do  tliein  justice,  the  officers  and  people  were 
very  polite  and  civil  to  us — and  were  I to  detail 
the  repealed  entertainments  given  and  offered  us  by 
the  Americ.in,  German  and  English  residents,  at 
the  Cape,  1 shoidd  produce  this  epistle  to  a tire- 
some length.  We  never  experienced  more  flat- 
tering atteniions.f— But,  captain  Reed  was  impa- 
tient to  put  to  sea,  and  did  so  the  very  moment 
that  Mi,  T.  received  an  unequivocal  answer.  By 
tlie  way,  I wish  this  gentleman  had  been  located 
for  a v/hile  at  the  Cape,  as  his  deportment,  1 am 
sure,  woidd  have  done  credit  to  his  country,  and 
been  useful  to  our  countrymen. 

We  sailed  from  the  Cape  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  ult.  and  anchored  here,  only  on  the  dd  inst. 
P.  M. 

Here  we  learned  that  the  rumored  death  of  pre- 
sident Petion,  was  but  too  true.  That  distinguish- 
ed character  expired  above  a month  ago — and 
there  are  very  contradictory  stories  respecting  the 
cause  of  his  exit.  Though  generally  beloved — nay 
adored,-— he  had  a few  enemies  in  tlie  army; — and 
it  appears  that  Petion  himself  had  latterly  sus- 
pected a plot  against  his  life.  Under  this  per- 
suasion, he  grew  melancholy,  and  declared  that, 
with  such  base  ingratitude,  life  was  not  worth  pre- 
serving,— and  when  assailed  by  fever,  obstinately 
refused  all  medicine,  or  sustenance.  Still  he  was 
the  philosopher  to  the  last— wrote  his  sentiments 
and  precepts  for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen, 

and  voluntarily  marched  to another  world. 

I refer  you  to  the  regular  accounts.  Of  late,  Pe- 
tion had  become  indolent — and  his  excessive  bene- 
volence  in  several  instances  liad  become  dangerous 
to  the  state.  Tliat  was  his  leading  quality.  He 
V’as  brave  and  politic,  when  occasion  required;  but, 
was  sometimes  seduced  into  injustice  aiid  intrigue 
against  foreigners  here.  Yet,  how  do  we  know,  that 
lie  was  not  reiuciantiy  coihpelled  to  be  unjust  among 
a people  whose  jealousies/or^id  equity  to  be  accord- 
ed to  while  me They  have  a noiion,  justice 
is  a thing  fur  ilieir  own  family-use,  and  means  par- 
tiality towards  the  blacks  in  all  cases  7t)hatsocver. 
Neither  for  personal  insult  nor  for  fraud,  is  it  pos- 
.sible  for  a widi  e inau  to  v.'btaiu  redress — and  he  must 
not  dare  to  lake  it,  unless  he  is  prepared  for  “a 

journey  to  ihe  valley  of  JehosapUat. General 

Bayer,  wlio  succeeded  Petion,  is  a man  of  decision 
an.i  In-  tvery.  For  present  limes  he  is  fitter  than 

hi.s  predecessor, \Vhen  news  of  Petion’s  deatli 

readied  Le.ogane,  it  was  on  a market-daj’ — nothing 
but  lamentations  and  cries  were  lieard — Evej-y  one 
exclai  .neu;  ‘‘Our  father  is  gone!  We  are  undone!” 
and  die  people  dispersed  in  grief,  fren/.y  and  dis- 


-j-We  returned  tliem  as  far  as  ciroumstances  per- 
rmtited. 


traction.  Similar  emotions  prevailed  throughout 
the  republic — a fact  as  honorable  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  as  to  the  affectionate  sensibility  of  the 
living. 

I am  sorry  I cannot  steal  time  to  give  you  a 
sketch  of  the  scenery  of  this  lovely  island,  and 
some  account  of  its  agriculture  and  commerce; — ■ 
This  part  of  it  is  much  better  cultivated  than  Chris- 
topheks,  but,  until  a further  experiment  be  made 
as  to  the  moral  and  political  capabilities  of  the 
blacks, -j-  I shall  not  grieve  thuteven  the  Spaniards 
possess  :^  ths  of  the  whole  island — while  Christophe 
holds  about  l-8th,  and  this  republic  (as  it  is  called) 
contains  about  l-8tb  part  also. 

I have  conversed  with'  some  Englisli  gentlemen, 
who  give  a very  sombre  picture  of  the  government, 
army,  and  military  management  of  the  patriots  in 
Venezuela;  yet,  are  of  opinion,  that  they  may  at- 
cheive  their  independence.  Among  their  errors  and 
weaknesses — they  indulge  in  a base  and  savage 
jealousy  of  foreign  officers  of  all  sorts:  nor  have 
repeated  disasters  and  defects  opened  their  eyes 
to  the  importance  of  discipline  and  skill.  Hence 
British  and  other  officers  are  disgusted  and  disap- 
pointed in  the  higliest  degree. 

What,  then,  m-ast  we  think  of  a people  so  igno- 
rant or  infatuated  as  to  reject  the  means  proper  to 

obtain  a desirable  end? All  we  can  observe, 

either  with  respect  to  this  as  other  blemishes,  is, 
that  whatever  vices  or  defects  the  South  Ameri- 
cans have,  Spanish  policy  caused  them  all — and 
that  which  has  debased  them  can  never  regenerate 
them.  Shall  we  deprecate  the  establishment  of 
independence  among  blacks,  or  mulattoes,  or  In- 
dians.? Why  should  we  sympathise  with  slave- 
traders.? — I he  decree  is  g-one  forth — and  the  slave 
shall  shake  off'  his  chains.  If  he  makes  a bad  use 
of  his  independence,  we  cannot  help  it. — To  squan- 
der an  inheritance,  or  abuse  a privilege,  is  no  new 
thing.  Kings  have  proved  bitter  guardians  to  the 
lunatic  and  the  insane,  who  could  not  take  care  of 
themselves. — Could  I indeed  be  persuaded,  that 
the  majority  of  mankind  will  make  no  better  figure 
in  future  than  in  past  history,  I would  almost  loath 
the  contemptible  brood,  and  exclaim  with  Petion: 
“it  is  not  worth  while  to  live.” — I hope  that  Time 
contains  better  wares  in  tlie  hinder  part  of  his  wall 
let  than  that  which  he  carries  before. 


Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentle?nen  of  the  senatey  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives, 

A review  of  the  past,  and  an  examination  of  the 
existing  circumstances  of  the  commonwealth,  can 
never  be  more  pertinent  or  useful  than  on  occasions 
like  the  present. — The  practical  effects  of  laws 
upon  society  furnish  the  legislator  with  the  most 
instructive  political  lessons  and  the  safest  guides 
for  bis  future  conduct.  Laws,  which  time,  that  so 
uneri  ingly  developes  the  merit  and  demerit'of  eve- 
ry tiling  human,  lias  proved  to  be  adapted  to  the  ge- 
nius and  circumstances  of  the  people,  comm-and  re- 
spect . ndchalleng-e  perpetuation.  And  such  appears 
to  be  the  happy  adaptions  of  the  civil  statutes  of  the 
commonwealth,  to  our  actual  condition  as  to  afford 
little  room  for  legislative  correction.  The  field 
of  legislation,  being  tints  narrowed,  the  duties  of 
the  legislature  will  be  less  onerous,  and  you  may 
pursue,  with  less  divided  attention,  the  melioration 

*And  the  whi'es  cannot  boast  of  perfection,. 
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of  the  criminal  code,  and  the  promotion  of  objects 
of  p^eneral  utility.  ^ . • u 

M.  Humanity  has  lonpj  bewailed  the  miseries  which 
crimes  have  brought  upon  society;  and  the  efforts 
of  many  individuals  and  of  governments  have  been 
continually  making  to  prevent  the'r  perpetration. 
Some  very  Ingenious  and  leaimed  men,  particularly 
of  the  last  and  present  centuries,  indulging  in  ab- 
stracted views  of  the  human  character  and  of  hu- 
man rights,  have  proscribed  all  capital  and  corporal 
punishments,  not  only  asfcruel  and  sanguinary,  as 

unjustifiable  and  useless,  but  as  tending  to  produce 

the  crimes  they  were  designed  to  prevent:  And  the 
origin  of  punishment  has  been  referred  to  an  ardent 
spirit  of  domination;  or  to  the  malignant  passions 

of  men  in  power.  ^ u i 

Benevolence  and  humanity  would  delight  in  the 
idea  that  crimes  and  punish menr  were  speedily  to 
terminate.  Hopes  have  even  been  cherished  by 
many  philanthropists  in  our  own  country,  that  un- 
der a mild  and  mitigated  system  of  penal  and  cri- 
minal law,  the  utility  of  public  punishments  would 
be  diminished,  or  cease.  But  deductions  from  the 
hypothetical  rights  of  individuals,  and  the  perfec- 
tability  of  man,  are  too  subtle  and  indistinct  to  be 
assumed  as  practical  maxims  of  jurisprudence.  If 
the  right  of  a government  to  inflict  a high  degree 
of  punishment  be  denied,  it  will  be  difficult  to  de- 
fine a point,  at  which  the  right  to  punish  in  any  de- 
gree shall  commence. 

Meeting  the  general  question  upon  the  broad 
grouna  of  justice  and  public  utility,  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts,  maintaining  the  right  to 
punish,  has  abolished  many  of  the  ancient  laws 
which  ordained  the  infliction  of  death  as  a punish- 
ment. An  appeal  to  our  present  statutes  will 
show  that  great  improvements  in  favor  of  human 
weakness  have  been  effected.  We  can  only,  how- 
ever, permit  ourselves  to  boast  of  an  approximation 
to  a due  adjustment  of  punishments  to  the  various 
grades  of  offences.  Crimes  are  daily  perpetrated, 
and  much  remains  to  be  done.  Even  in  the  present 
improved  state  of  our  own  country,  when  the  spi- 
rit of  liberty,  of  philosophy,  and  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, have  united  to  suppress  vice  and  crimes,  to 
mitigate  the  rigor  of  punishments  and  to  endow 
them  with  a reforming  power,  we  painfully  witness 
the  protracted  prevalence  of  vice  and  depravity: 
And  it  continues  to  be  tlie  indispensable,  though 
irksome,  duty  of  a Christian  legislature,  to  ordain 
punishment  for  crimes,  and  by  good  and  whole- 
some laws,  protect  the  person,  and  property  of 
the  orderly  and  virtuous,  against  the  depredations 
and  outrage  of  the  unprincipled  and  audacious. 

The  utility  of  a concentrated  system  of  penal  and 
criminal  law,  in  which  punishment  shall  be  gradu- 
ated by  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  crimes,  and 
adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  society  and  public 
sentiment,  was  duly  appreciated  by  your  immediate 
predecessors;  and  I have  great  satisfaction  in  add- 
ing, that  a revision  of  the  criminal  code  of  this 
commonwealth,  was  to  the  fullest  extent  referred 
to  a committee  of  three  of  our  most  learned  and 
distinguished  jurists,  designated  by  the  legisla- 
ture in  the  month  of  February  last;  from  whose  ta- 
lents and  labor.s  we  may  anticipate  the  most  saluta- 
ry results. 

In  adverting  to  objects  of  general  utility,  I limit 
my  own  views  to  inviting  your  attention  to  consi- 
derations of  that  character.  The  present  period 
being  a time  of  peace,  the  citizens  not  only  of  this 
state,  but  of  the  other  states  in  this  confederacy, 
are  assiduously  availing  themselves  of  the  moment 
to  cultivate  and  improve  the  arts  of  life,  and  to 


augment  the  means  of  personal  and  social  enjoy- 
ment. And  it  is  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that 
in  some,  if  not  most  of  the  states,  large  appropria- 
tions of  money  have  been  made  by  their  legisla- 
tures to  animate  individual  labor  and  to  give 
effect  to  combined  enterprise.  By  a reference  to 
the  statutes  of  Virginia  it  will  be  seen  that  soon 
after  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  a board  of 
public  works”  was  instituted,  vested  with  full 
power  to  pledge  that  state  in  a limited  ratio,  as  a 
party  to  any  enterprise  founded  on  public  utility, 
that  should  be  approved  by  the  bo^ard.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  statutes  of  the  state  of  New  York  of  a 
more  recent  date,  it  will  be  found  that  the  legisla- 
ture has  assumed  in  behalf  of  that  state,  the  con- 
struction of  a canal  from  lake  Erie  to  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Mohawk  river  with  the  Hudson,  and  of 
another  canal  to  communicate  with  lake  Champlain 
and  the  last  mentioned  river. 

In  concerns  of  high  import,  Massachusetts  has 
not  been  accustomed  to  want  decision  or  zeal.  Her 
fiscal  resources,  liberated  by  the  late  repeal  of  the 
internal  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  are  va- 
rious, and  might  be  rendered  productive.  In  the 
present  state  of  peace  and  general  prosperity,  rich 
as  she  is  in  agriculture,  in  her  various  fisheries, 
and  manufactures,  but  especially  in  her  commerce 
and  the  redundant  capital  of  her  citizens,  she 
ought  to  feel  herself,  without  the  pressure  of  ad- 
ditional taxes  on  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
amply  competent  to  every  object  of  general  im- 
provement and  advantage  that  can  offer  itself  to 
her  patronage. 

The  project  of  cutting  a canal  through  the  penin- 
sula of  Cape  Cod,  has  repeatedly  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislature. — The  magnitude  of  that 
object  in  relation  not  only  to  the  coasting  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  state,  but  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  facility  of  communication  it  would 
afford,  in  the  event  of  a war,  between  Massachu- 
setts laay  and  the  waters  leading  to  ports  on  the 
Delaware  and  in  the  Chesapeake,  as  well  as  to  the 
contiguous  states  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and 
New  York,  unite  in  recommending  the  merits  of 
the  undertaking  to  thorough  examination;  whence 
motives  may  be  eventually  derived  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  state,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
efficaciously  to  further  its  accomplishment. 

To  encourage  industry,  the  great  source  of  com^ 
petence,  and  the  friend  of  health  and  good  morals, 
always  merits  the  care  of  the  legislature.  Improve- 
ments in  the  arts  is  progressive:  And,  besides,  that 
prepossessions  in  favor  of  established  customs  and 
practices  oppose  themselves  to  reform,  most  men 
are  obliged  to  labor  for  subsistence,  and  pursue 
those  plans  of  execution  to  widch  they  have  been 
habituated.  In  agriculture  few  individuals  possess 
the  means  of  instituting  those  extensive  and  ela- 
borate experiments,  by  which  the  powers  of  soil 
and  climate  are  developed.  Nothing  perhaps  can 
more  decidedly  evince  the  intelligent  and  guardian 
care  of  the  legislature  over  this  interesting  branch 
of  political  economy,  than  the  establishment  of  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  Society,  and  otlier  in- 
stitutions for  the  advancement  of  similar  objects, 
together  with  the  liberal  grants  of  money  from  the 
treasury,  which  have  been  made  in  aid  of  individual 
contributions.  Through  the  agency  of  these  insti- 
tutions, and  the  persevering  and  generous  efforts 
of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  they  are  administered, 
a lively  impulse  has  been  imparted  to  agriculture, 
and  every  portion  of  the  state  is  flourishing  under 
their  genial  influence. 

Among  the  numerous  objects  Which  at  all  times 
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are  interesting  to  the  people  aud  government  of  the 
commonwealth,  the  department  of  the  treasury  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent.  Although,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  the  several  states  have  relin- 
quished the  most  productive  sources  of  the  reve- 
iiue,  yet  from  those  branches  over  which  the  states 
retain  a concurrent  jurisdiction,  a competent  sup- 
ply, not  only  for  the  suppoi't  of  government  and 
payment  of  the  state  debt  may  be  derived,  but  for 
extraordinary  contingencies,  and  the  occasional 
encouragement  of  any  important  branch  of  political 
economy  that  may  solicit  the  fostering  care  of  flie 
state. 

At  this  time  it  merits  particular  notice,  that  for 
more  than  twenty  years  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  money  received  into  the  treasury  has  been 
derived  from  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  part 
of  the  principal,  of  the  United  States’  stock  belong- 
ing to  the  commonwealth.  Thus  an  amount  of  the 
six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  amount- 
ing in  the  year  1786  to  eight  hundred  and  thirty -two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars,  is 
reduced  to  twenty-four  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-two  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents;  which 
stock  will  be  extinguished  on  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
ber  of  present  year.  The  deferred  stock,  which  in 
the  year  1802  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  six- 
teen thousand,  two  hundred  and  sixty  seven  dol- 
lars, is  now  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  seventy 
four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  six  dollars 
and  forty  five  cents.  But  by  the  arrangements  of 
the  the  United  States*  treasury,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  sundry  acts  of  congress,  instalments  of 
this  stock  are  to  be  annually  paid,  together  with 
the  interest,  until  the  first  of  October,  1824,  when 
this  stock  will  likewise  be  extinguished. 

From  an  estimate  that  has  been  communicated 
to  me  by  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth,  it  ap- 
pears that,  extraordinary  occurrences  excepted, 
the  balances  or  outstanding  taxes  in  the  hands  of 
collectors  and  sheriffs;  the  avails  of  the  tax  on 
banks;  the  sums  arising  from  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  several  instalments  of  the  principal 
of  United  States*  stock;  together  with  a small 
amount  of  interest  to  be  received  from  sundry  in- 
dividuals who  are  debtors  to  the  state,  will  enable 
the  treasurer  to  meet  all  the  demands  which  will 
be  made  upon  his  department,  in  the  course  of  the 
current  year.  But  inasmuch  as  the  whole  of  the 
old  six  per  cent,  stock  will  be  extinguished  in  Oc- 
tober, and  as  it  is  probable  that  at  least  equal  de- 
mands will  be  made  upon  the  treasury,  in  succeed- 
ing years,  deficiency  of  revenue,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  year,  may  occur.  And  it  is 
submitted  to  your  wisdom,  gentlemen,  whether 
some  mode  of  supplying  the  demand,  and  placing 
the  finances  of  the  state  upon  a stable  and  produc- 
tive foundation,  should  not  in  the  mean  time  be  de- 
vised.^ An  arrangement  of  this  nature  will  rise  in 
importance  should  a reduction  and  extinction  of 
the  debt  of  the  state  be  contemplated. 

In  selecting  sources  of  revenue  all  those  consi- 
derations which  appertain  to  so  delicate  a subject, 
will  undoubtedly  have  their  merited  weight  in 
your  deliberations.  The  farming  interest  has  ever 
been  disposed  to  contribute  its  share  of  the  fiscal 
demands  of  the  state;  and  on  great  emergencies, 
when  dangers  have  pressed  on  the  commonwealth, 
its  efforts  have  been  limited  only  by  the  occasion. 
The  consequences  however  of  drawing  revenue  too 
copiously  from  this  source,  though  first  felt  by  the 
agriculturist  himself,  operate  remotely  upon  every 
class  of  society.  Little  objection  can  be  urged  ' 


against  the  moderate  tax  now  laid  on  polls.  But 
taxes  on  labor  must  increase  its  price,  or  be  drawn 
from  that  portion  of  the  product  of  it,  which,  to 
maintain  the  laborer  in  full  vigor,  ought  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  his  subsistence.  Taxes  on  polls  and 
real  estates,  susceptible  of  being  only  annually 
laid,  and  being  slow  and  expensive  in  collection, 
must  be  circumscribed  in  amount.  But  revenue 
derived  from  trade  and  commerce,  from  duties  on 
luxuries,  and  on  articles  which  are  consumed  or 
used  only,  or  chiefly  by  the  wealthy,  while  they 
admit  of  indefinite  extension,  are  collected  with 
promptness,  with  facility  and  little  expense,. 

The  secretary  will  lay  before  you,  gentlemen, 
for  your  information,  the  report  of  a special  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  in  congress, 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  this  commonwealth 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States;  to- 
gether with  sundry  accompanying  documents; 
the  considerations  of  which  report  was  post- 
poned till  the  next  session.  Although  the  me- 
rits of  the  claim  have  never  been  discussed  in 
the  national  legislature,  yet,  considering  the  nature 
and  magnitude  of  the  object  for  which  the  expen- 
ditures were  incurred;  the  danger  of  menaced  in- 
vasion at  the  period  when  a large  proportion  of  the 
disbursements  was  required,  upon  a maritime  fron- 
tier of  more  than  five  hundred  miles  in  extent;  ihe 
remarkable  unanimity  of  sentiment  wiiich  then  pre- 
vailed among  all  classes  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
cordiality  with  which  they  united  their  labors  and 
zeal  in  raising  works  of  defence  against  the  com- 
mon enemy;  and  more  especially  the  liberal  and  un- 
hesitating manner  in  which  the  resources  of  the 
state  were  employed  as  well  for  the  defence  of  the 
posts,  navy  and  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
as  for  the  immediate  protection  of  its  ov/n  territo- 
ry and  population,  we  may  confidently  presume 
that  the  general  merits  of  the  claim  will  be  duly 
appreciated;  and  that  the  enlightened  statesmen 
to  whom  are  now  confided  the  destinies  of  our 
nation  will  authorise  a reimbursement.  In  this  ex- 
pectation we  feel  the  greater  confidence  from  wit- 
nessing the  adoption  of  those  liberal  and  compre- 
hensive views  of  general  policy  which  have  elevat- 
ed the  United  States  to  their  present  exalted  grade, 
in  the  scale  of  nations. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  on  this  occasion  to 
advert  to  considerations,  which  have  only  an  indi- 
rect bearing  on  the  subject  in  question.  Whatever 
agency  Massachusetts  may  have  had  in  establish- 
ing the  national  government;  or  however  great  her 
sacrifices,  or  valuable  her  contributions  in  support- 
ing its  existence  and  efiiciency,  in  the  spirit  of 
amity  and  accommodation  which  produced  the 
compact,  we  concede  that  she  enjoys  an  equivalent: 
— And  in  estimating  and  remunerating  her  contri- 
butions and  various  efforts  for  the  public  defence, 
she  asks  only  the  same  measure  of  justice  and 
equity,  that  has  been  observed  for  analagous  ex- 
penditures towards  her  sister  states. 

That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
been  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  effects;  that 
the  blessings  resulting  from  it  have  transcended 
the  utmost  hopes  of  the  sages  who  framed,  and 
the  states  which  adopted  il;  are  subjects  of  high 
gratulation  and  joy;  and  of  devout  gratitude  to 
that  Being  who  rules  among  the  nations.  But  to 
ensure  a continuance  of  its  beneficial  effects,  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  founded  must  be  main- 
tained in  their  purity. 

The  primary  apprehensions  of  many  of  its  friends, 
which  arose  from  an  imagined  imbecility  in  its 
structure,  have  subsided;  and  the  severe  trials  it 
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has  sustained  sufficiently  demonstrate  its  lone  and 
vigor.  The  proofs  of  its  strength,  however,  have 
been  intermingled  with  admonitions  of  its  tenden- 
cy to  accumulate  power  by  refinement  and  construc- 
tion: And  should  the  time  arrive  when  the  sovereijjn- 
ty  of  the  states  shall  be  merged  in  the  general  go- 
vernment, the  catastrophe  must  probably  be  etlect- 
ed  by  the  extension  of  constructive  prerogatives. 
Whatever  difficulties  may  occur  in  drawing  a line 
between  those  rights  which  have  been  surrendered, 
and  those  which  are  retained  by  tli,e  states  it  is  to 
fee  remembered,  that  on  every  question  of  doubt- 
ful import,  touching  the  distribution  of  power,  a 
fiivorabie  construction  is  due  the  individual  states, 
under  a provision  sacred  as  it  is  decisive,  that  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  are  witliheld. 

In  support  of  this  doctrine,  which  I deem  essen 
tial  to  the  preservation  of  the  true  nature  of  our 
institutions  of  government,  it  is  highly  satisfactory 
to  me  to  be  able  to  cite  the  opinions  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  immediate 
predecessor.  The  opinions  of  the  latter  was  ex- 
pressed in  giving  his  negative,  among  the  last  acts 
of  his  administration,  to  a bill  that  had  pass.ed  both 
houses  of  congress,  on  the  subject  of  making  ap- 
propriations for  roads  and  canals.  Among  the  rea- 
sons he  assigned  for  exercising  the  right  of  nega- 
tive, he  observes,  “that  such  a power  is  not  expr  ess- 
ly given  by  the  constitution,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
deduced  from  any  part  of  it  without  an  inadmissi- 
ble  latitude  of  construction;  and  believing  also 
that  the  permanent  success  of  the  constitution  de- 
pends on  a definite  partition  of  powers.’*  And  the 
president,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
late  session  of  the  national  legislature,  expressed 
a concurrent  opinion  on  the  same  constitutional 
question,  upon  the  ground  “that  congress  do  not 
possess  the  right,”  assumed  in  the  bill:  “that  it  is 
not  contained  in  any  of  the  specified  powers  grant- 
ed to  congress;  nor,”  the  president  adds,  “can  I 
consider  it  incident  to,  or  as  a necessary  mean,  for 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  powers  specifically 
granted.”  Further  to  illustrate  this  important 
subject,  and  at  the  same  time  to  point  out  the  le- 
gitimate mode  of  acquiring  power  in  instances 
where  the  distribution  of  it  may  be  equivocal,  the 
message  further  adds  that,  “in  cases  of  doubtful 
construction,  it  comports  with  the  nature  and  ori- 
gin of  our  constitutions,  and  will  contribute  much 
to  preserve  them,  to  apply  to  our  constituents  for 
an  explicit  grant  of  power.” 

Under  this  aspect  it  must  yield  us  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  reflect  that  constitutional  principles 
bear  with  paramount  weight  on  our  national  coun- 
cils: and,  forbearing  on  my  part  to  interpose  an 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  allusion,  we  may  ftel 
confident  that  while  the  great  and  vital  provisions 
of  our  constitution  are  thus  tetiderly  and  watch- 
fully guarded,  the  rights  of  the  states  and  the  li- 
berties of  the  people  will  remain  unimpaired. 

Gentlemen,  we  may  recognize  the  general  course, 
but  can  never  enumerate  the  instances,  of  divine 
goodness  to  our  fathers,  nor  to  ourselves.  Future 
events  are  inscrutable.  liut  we  see  and  feel  that 
the  condition  of  our  country  is  flourishing  and 
happy;  and  it  demands  our  gratitude.  Th®  fathers 
of  the  revolution  indeed  promised  us  much;  but 
more  is  realized.  They  promised  us  liberiy; — and 
on  what  portion  of  the  earth  were  the  blessings 
of  it  ever  enjoyed  to  an  equal  extent.?  They  taught 
us  the  value,  and  inspired  the  hope  of  religious 
freedom;  and  what  impediment  exists  to  limit  the 
human  miud  in  the  pursuit  of  trutli.?  Wliat  aulliori- 
ty  to  bind  and  epslave  the  conscience?  Nor  is  this 


all.  From  institutions  founded  on  the  basis  of  jus- 
tice and  equal  rights,  a peculiar  spring  and  force 
has  been  imparted  to  the  American  character; — 
And  our  nation,  though  but  of  yesterday,  is  rival- 
ling in  science,  in  arms  and  tlie  useful  arts,  the  at- 
tainments of  the  most  ancient  and  improved  na- 
tions of  Europe,  While  then  we  admire,  and  ve- 
nerate the  wisdom  of  our  fathers,  let  us  unite  in 
sentiments  of  gratitude  to  a benevolent  Providence 
for  all  our  exalted  privileges  and  social  blessings. 

The  secretary  will  lay  before  you  a letter  I have 
recently  received  from  the,  hod.  Eli  P.  Ashman,  re- 
signing his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  Uhited  States. 

Some  further  communications  will  be  made  to 
you  hereafter  by  message;  and  1 shall  derive  great 
satisfaction  in  uniting  my  own  endeavours  with 
yours  to  promote  the  public  weal. 

JOHN  BROOKS. 

June  2,  1818. 


Indian  War. 

DESTIIUCTION  OF  THE  CHEIIAW  VIHAjGB. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  D.  B.  Mitchell^  esq^  ageiif  for 

Indian  affairs,  to  governor  Rabun,  datedJ^illedge- 
Jfay  6,  1818. 

Sir — On  the  2d  instant  I received  information 
that  a party  of  mounted  men  had  attacked  and  de- 
stroyed the  Chehaw  town  on  Flint  river,  and  killed 
many  of  the  inliabitants.  From  all  I could  then 
learn  it  appeared  to  be  uncertain  what  troops  they 
were,  and  under  whose  command,  or  by  whose  or- 
der this  unwarrantable  and  barbarous  deed  had 
been  done;  and  as  the  consequences  cannot  be  fore- 
seen which  may  result,  when  the  justly  exasperat- 
ed warriors  of  the  town  return,  and  find  their  town 
and  property  destroyed; — their  unoffending  and 
helpless  families  killed  or  driven  into  the  woods  to 
perish,  whilst  they  v/ere  fighting  their  and  our 
enemies,  the  Seminoles;  deemed  it  best  to  come 
to  the  state  and  endeavor  to  procure  correct  in- 
formation. I now  find  that  the  party  had  been 
sent  out  by  your  orders,  but  failed  to  execute 
them;  and  that  the  attack  on  Chehaw  was  unau- 
thorized. 

I present  the  case  for  the  consideration  of  your 
excellency,  under  a confident  hope,  that  as  the  peo- 
ple of  Chehaw  were  not  only  friends,  but  that  their 
conduct  during  the  present  war  entitle  them  to 
our  favor  and  protection,  some  immediate  step  will 
be  taken  to  render  that  satisfaction  which  is  due 
for  so  great  an  injury. 

The  extent  of  their  loss  in  a pecuniary  point  of 
view,  I am  not  at  this  moment  prepared  to  state, 
but  so  soon  as  I return  to  the  agency  I will  loose 
no  time  in  having  that  ascertained;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
instituting  some  legal  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  engaged  in  the  enterprise. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  of  a lettar 
reeceived  from  old  Mr.  Barnard  on  this  subject, 
the  contents  of  which  is  corroborated  by  a verbal 
statement  of  the  Wolf  Warrior,  who  came  to  me 
directly  from  the  spot. 

I leave  this  early  in  the  morning  for  the  agency, 
from  whence  I will  address  you  again  upon  this 
subject. 

1 am,  sir,  wfith  high  consideration  and  respect 
your  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  ISUTCHELL,  agent  for  I.  A. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  t!ie  above,  I have  received  a 
letter  from  the  Little  Prince,  speaker  of  the  Lower 
Creeks,  upon  this  subject,  a copy  of  whicii  1 also 
enciese.  ^ 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  the  Little  Prince^  speaker  of 
the  Lo'ioer  Creeks^  to  P.  B.  Mitchell,  agent  for 
I.  Jl.  dated  Fort  Mitchell^  April  25,  1818. 

My  great  friend — 1 have  got  now  a talk  to  send 
to  you.  One  of  our  friendly  towns,  by  the  name  of 
the  Chehaw,  has  been  destroyed.  The  white  peo- 
ple came  and  killed  one  of  the  head  men,  and  five 
men  and  a woman,  and  burnt  all  their  houses.  All 
our  young  men  have  gone  to  war  ..with  gene 
ral  Jackson,  and  there  is  only  a few  left  to 
guard  the  town,  and  they  have  come  and  served 
us  this  way.  As  j-ou  are  our  friend  and  father,  I 
hope  you  will  try  and  find  out,  and  get  us  satisfac- 
tion for  it.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  all  our 
young  men  have  gone  to  war,  but  a few  that  are  left 
to  guard  the  town.  Men  do  not  get  up  and  do  this 
mischief  without  there  is  some  one  at  the  head  of 
it,  and  we  want  you  to  try  and  find  them  out. 
(Signed)  TUSTUNNUGGIB  HOPOIE. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  'Timothy  Barnard,  esq.  (f  a -white 
manj  residing  on  Flint  river,  to  D.  B.  Mitchell, 
agent  for  I.  A.  dated  April  30,  1818. 

Sir — The  Wolf  V/arrior,  the  bearer  of  this,  has 
just  arrived  here  and  brings  bad  news  from  the  An, 
muejCulla  town  (Chehaw.)  Nearly  all  the  war- 
riors belonging  to  that  town  are  now  with  our  ar- 
mies. Seven  days  past  a company  of  white  people 
collected  and  rushed  on  the  town;  and  as  there 
were  but  few  red  people  there,  and  all  friendly, 
just  what  few  were  left  to  guard  tlieir  town,  the 
rest  still  w'ith  our  army,  the  white  people  killed 
every  one  they  could  lay  their  hands  on — killed  the 
old  chief  Tiger  king  and  one  other  chief;  both  I 
have  known  always  to  be  friendly  to  our  color,  ever 
since  I have  been  in  this  land.  The  whole  of  what 
are  killed  is  nine  men  and  one  poor  old  woman. 
They  took  off  what  horses  there  were,  the  owners 
of  which,  some  are  still  living.  They  look  the 
horses  to  the  fort,  which  is  not  far  from  the  town 
they  have  destroyed.  The  chiefs  that  are  still 
alive,  beg  that  you  will  get  their  horses,  or  any 
thing  else  returned.  The  red  people  don’t  know 
whether  it  is  the  regular  troops,  or  Georgia  mili- 
tia that  have  committed  this  unwarrantable  act, 
I have  wrote  you  all  that  I think  is  necessary — If 
you  see  cause  to  write  any  thing  to  me,  to  inforn) 
them  of,  I will  do  it  with  pleasure.  If  these  people 
do  not  get  som'e  friendly  treatment  for  the  damage 
done  them,  I am  afraid,  when  their  warriors  re- 
turn back  from  our  army,  something  bad  will  hap- 
pen on  some  of  our  color.  I am  very  sorry  to  have 
to  write  you  on  such  a horrid  piece  of  business. 
I write  you  in  haste,  as  the  bearer  is  in  great  hurry 
to  see  you. 

I remain,  sir,  your  friend,  and  most  ob’t  serv’t. 
(Signed)  T.  BARNAllD. 

THE  GOVEHNOU’S  KEPEY. 

Fxecntive  department.  Geo. 

^ Milledgeville,  2i)th  May,  1818. 
SiR—I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your’s  of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  old  Mr.  Barnard,  and  one 
from  the  Little  Prince,  speaker  of  the  Lower 
Creeks,  both  on  the  subject  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate attack  made  by  a detachment  of  Georgia  mi- 
litia under  captain  Wright,  on  the  Chehaw  village, 
which  had  previously  been  supposed  to  be  friendly. 

I have  examined  these  coinimmications  with  the 
candor  their  importance  required.  It  is  unques- 
tionably your  duty,  as  agent,  to  attend  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  red  people  and  cause  justice  to  be 
done  to  them  as  far  as  your  powers  will  extend. 


It  will  also  readily  be  acknowledged  by  all,  tha^ 
my  duty  as  governor  of  the  state,  requires  that  ^ 
should  defend  the  cause  of  tiie  whites,  as  far  as 
that  cause  co.n  be  supported  by  the  great  princi- 
ples of  justice.  As  you  have  furnished  me  with 
the  Indian  account  of  this  transaction,  and  assured 
me  of  the  friendship  towards  the  w])ites  that  ex- 
isted among  them  prior  to  tOe  attack— I feel  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  explain  to  you,  and  through 
you  to  the  nation  over  which  you  preside,  the  mo- 
tives by  which  the  officers  were  actuated,  who  con- 
ducted the  enterprise;  and  the  grounds  uuon  which 
they  will  attempt  to  justify  the  proceeding,  or  ex- 
tenuate the  guilt  that  may,  in  the  view  of  some 
men.  be  atiacUed  to  them.  You  will  readily  ac- 
ktio’vledge  the  decided  and  inveterate  hostility  of 
those  Indians  which  belong  to  the  villages  under 
tile  immediate  direction  and  control  of  the  chiefs 
Hoponnee  and  Phelemmee;  and  that  the  orders 
which  emanated  from  this  dep;irtment  for  their 
chastisement  was  both  necessary  and  proper.  You 
are  also  well  apprised,  that  the  order  given  confin- 
ed them  specially  to  that  object;  so  far  then  as  re- 
spects myself,  I feel  perfectly  justified  in  the  mea- 
sures I adopted,  a'ul  which  I deemed  essentially 
necessary  lo  prevent  a repetition  of  the  horrid 
murders  and  depredations  committed  by  those 
Indians  on  our  unprotected  frontier,  I will  now 
undertake  to  offer,  in  behalf  of  the  - detachment, 
the  best  apology  for  their  conduct  that  I may  be 
able  to  furnish,  and  which  I a:*i  mitborised  to  state, 
can  be  supported  by  ample  proof.  W'len  the  de- 
tachment was  on  its  way  to,  and  had  reached  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Early  they  were  credibly  in- 
formed by  several  persons  of  veracity,  that  the 
celebrated  old  chief  Hoponnee,  whose  town  had 
all  joined  the  hostile  party,  had  removed  and  was 
at  that  time  living  in  vhe  village  upon  which  the 
attack  was  made  and  was  considered  as  their  prin- 
cipal leader,  and  that  a great  portion  of  them  was 
alleged  to  be  under  his  immediate  direction,  al- 
though part  of  them  might  be  with  MTntosh. 

They  therefore  considered  themselves  authoriz- 
ed to  attack  it  as  being  one  of  Hoponnee’s  towns. 
The  result  I need  not  mention,  as  you  have  seen 
the  statements  made  by  captains  Wright  and  Ro- 
binson, whicli  I am  authorized  by  very  respectable 
testimony  to  assure  you,  was  substantially  true, 
except  as  to  the  number  reported  to  have  been 
killed,  which  was  fortunately  incorrect.  Now,  sir, 
if  I have  been  misinformed,  and  given  a wrong  con- 
struction to  this  affair,  I should  like  very  much  to 
have  more  correct  information,  but  if  it  should  be 
founded  in  fact,  what  more  can  you  or  the  Indians 
require,  than  for  me  to  assure  you,  that  I regret  the 
circumstance,  and  consider  it  as  one  of  tlie  misfor- 
tunes attendant  on  war,  where  the  innocent  frequent- 
ly suffer  in  common  with  the  guilty.  This  unfortu- 
nate affdr  has  been  shamefully  misrepresented,  by 
many  of  our  citizens,  whose  delicat  e feelings  seem  to 
have  forgotten  the  many  wanton  outrages  that  have 
been  committed  on  our  frontier  by  the  Indians,  and 
would  eve.,  cover  the  whole  state  with  disgrace, 
merely  beca\ise  this  small  detachment  have  in  this 
instance,  mistaken  their  orders,  and  carried  their 
resentment  to  an  improper  extent. 

The  experience  of  all  ages  have  shown,  that  it  is 
much  easier  for  us  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
others  (and  especially  those  in  responsible  stations) 
than  to  correct  our  own.  I have  ascertained  that 
the  property  left  by  the  Indians  who  were  run  oft' 
from  or  near  Dr.  Bird’s  store,  on  the  Ocmulgee, 
some  time  past,  is  no'.v  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Richard  Smith  in  the  lower  end  of  Twiggs  couni,Vj 
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and  will  be  delivered  at  any  time  when  proper  ap- 
plication shiill  be  made. 

You  will  please  assure  the  red  people  under  your 
care,  that  I feel  a disposition  to  maintain  peace  and 
friendship  with  them  on  liberal  terras. 

I luive  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
dient  servant,  WM.  RABUN. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  major  gen.  Jackson  to  gen. 

Glascock. 

*‘Camp,  on  the  line  of  March,  16  miles  in 
advance  of  Fort  Gadsden,  May  7. 
cannot  adequately  express  my  feelings  on  the 
outrageous  and  inhuman  attack  of  captain  Wright 
and  party,  on  the  superannuated  men  and  women  of 
the  friendly  Cheh'aw  village,  which  you  recite.  It 
will  be  a stigma  on  the  American  nation,  unless  the 
genertd  government  use  their  endeavoi’s  to  bring 
the  perpkralors  to  justice,  I have  ordered  Wright 
to  be  arrested;^  and  he  shall  be  tried  by  a milita- 
ry court.  1 have  written  to  the  governor  of  Georgia 
on  the  subject,  expressing  my  astonishment  at  his 
unwarrantable  interference  with  my  duties. 

“I  congratulate  you  on  the  safe  march  of  your 
brigade  to  Fort  Early,  with  a hope  that  the  brave 
Georgians  under  your  command  who  have  encoun- 
tered the  dangers,  fatigues,  and  privations  of  a 
long  march,  in  an  unfriendly  country,  may  be 
speedily  restored  in  health,  to  their  families  and 
homes.  ^ 

“I  am  now  on  my  march  to  Pensacola,  which 
place  I shall  probably  have  to  occupy  with  an  Ame- 
rican garrison.’’ 

Milledgeville,  Geo.  May  26. — We  have  conversed 
with  several  officers  lately  from  the  army — they 
state  that  the  two  British  emissaries  captured,  at 
St.  Alarks  and  Suwannfee,  Arhuthnot  and  Ambvuster^ 
both  accomplices  of  the  notorious  Woodbine,  have 
been  tried  by  court  martial,  of  which  gen.  Gaines 
was  president,  and  being  found  guilty  of  exciting 
the  late  Indian  war,  were  executed  on  the  27th  of 
last  month — the  former  was  hanged  and  the  latter 
shot — Journal. 

Arbuthnot  had  been  a captain  in  the  British 
sei-vice,  was  about  40  years  of  age,  of  genteel  ap- 
pearance, and  met  his  fate  like  a soldier — When 
the  executioner  was  fixing  the  rope  around  his 
neck,  he  desired  not  to  be  handled  so  roughly — ob- 
served he  was  a gentleman,  and  some  say,  spoke  of 
his  death  being  avenged — his  property,  he  request- 
ed should  be  given  to  his  son.  Ambrustfr  was 
young,  not  exceeding  25 — at  first,  he  was  insolent 
and  contumacious,  but  as  death  began  to  look  him 
in  the  face,  he  lost  his  composure,  and  died  more 
like  a woman  than  a man. 

The  evidence  against  both,  we  understand,  was 
clear  and  strong.  Letters,  advising  the  enemy  of 
the  movements  of  our  army,  and  how  to  act,  were 
intercepted.  Documents  were  also  found,  proving 
beyond  doubt,  that  a criminal  correspondence  bad 
been  some  lime  kept  up,  by  them  and  the  gover- 
nor of  New  Providence,  with  the  Indians  and  rene- 
gade i.egroes  in  Florida:  But  !iow  indignant  must 
every  one  be,  when  informed,  that  the  prophet 
Francis,  who  was  hanged  a liitle  before,  had  in  his 
pocket  a new  commission  of  brigadier  general 
from  ihe  British  government,  supposed  to  have 
been  given  to  him  during  liis  late  visit  to  England, 
whence  he  '.lad  not  long  re-urned.*  As  a scrutiny, 

“prophet  F.'.'ancls”  is  doubtless  the  person 
referred  to  in  the  following  paragraph  from  a Bri- 


we  are  assured,  will  develope  the  blackest  perfidy 
towards  this  country.  Great  Britain  will  likely  be 
disposed  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  is. 

Gen.  Jackson,  with  a regiment  of  regulars  and 
the  Tennessee  volunteers, crossed  the  Appalachico- 
la  bay  on  the  7th  inst.  and  expected  to  reach  Pen- 
sacola, distant  200  miles,  last  Thursday.  He  will 
probably  take  possession  of  the  place,  and  leave  in 
it  a sufficient  garrison  for  its  defence,  and  for  the 
protection  of  our  adjacent  frontier  settlements. 

A detachment  of  *350  men  has  been  left  at  Fort 
Gadsden,  200  at  St.  Marks,  and  about  250  at  Fort 
Scott,  under  the  command  of  gen  Gaines,  to  over- 
awe and  effectually  subdue  the  Indians  in  that 
quarter;  and  a naval  force  has  been  ordered  to 
cruise  on  the  south  side  of  Florida  Point  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  the  supplies,  which  such  of 
them  as  have  fled  to  lake  Mayance,  might  other- 
wise receive  from  the  contiguous  British  islands. 

We  are  informed  that  gen.  Jackson  speaks  of 
retiring  from  the  military  service  of  the  country 
very  soon.  The  rapid  decay  of  his  constitution, 
occasioned  by  great  bodily  fatigue  and  exposure, 
is  stated  to  be  the  cause.  The  whole  army,  it  is 
said,  have  suffered  inconceivably — an  officer  de- 
clares he  has  never  seen  such  emaciated  troops. 
The  prosecution  of  the  Seminole  war  has  probably 
been  attended  with  as  many  privations  to  the  sol» 
dier,  and  as  much  expense  to  the  government,  as 
any  contest  ever  was,  of  no  longer  duration  or 
greater  magnitude. 

Mobile.,  May  12-  A number  of  gentlemen  of  re- 
spectability of  the  army,liave  arrived  here  from  Ap- 
palachicola.  Gen.  Jackson  has  ended  the  Seminole 
war;  all  their  provisions  are  destroyed  as  well  as 
cattle  driven  off,  Tlieyhave  fled  towards  Tampei- 
bay,  and  must  inevitably  starve  unless  relieved  by 
other  exertions  than  their  own. 

JVash'ville,  (fTenn.J  May,  12. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  major 
general  Andrew  Jackson,  to  a gentleman  in  this 
place,  dated 

Camp  before  St.  Marks,  9th  April,  1818. 

On  the  26th  ult.  I marches!  from  fort  Gadsden 
into  the  heart  of  the  enemy’s  country.  On  the 
first  instant  I was  reinforced  by  some  friendly  In- 
dians and  2 battalions  of  Tennessee  volunteers  un- 
der col.  Elliott:  arriving  within  a mile  and  half  of 
Muckasuky  town,  I discovered  the  Indians  posted 
on  an  advantageous  point  of  land  with  a large  pond 
in  their  front,  and  secured  in  their  rear  by  woods 
and  swamps.  The  spy  companies,  supported  by  the 

tish  paper  of  December  last — see  Weekly  Register, 
vol.  xii,  page  46 — 

“The  double  sound  of  a trumpet  announced  the 
approach  of  the  PATRIOT  Francis,  who  fought 
so  gloriously  in  our  cause  in  America;  he  was  dres- 
sed in  a most  splendid  suit  of  red  and  gold,  and 
by  his  side  he  wore  a tomahawk,  mounted  in  gold, 
presented  to  him  by  the  prince  regend\—The  wretch 
it  seems,  was  also  the  prime  mover  of  the  unpro- 
voked and  infernal  massacre  of  the  garrison,  with 
the  women,  See,  of  fort  Mirns,  before  Xhe  Creek  war 
— a massacre  of  untold  horrors — too  horrible,  as 
related  to  the  editor  by  an  eye  witness  of  the 
scene  of  action  a day  or  two  after  the  event,  to 
put  upon  paper!  It  was  he  also,  M’ho  slaughtered 
lieut.  Scott  and  his  party,  on  the  Flint  river,  not 
long  ago.  He  had  been  outlawed  by  his  countrymen 
for  his  perfectly  savage  propensities — was  a mur- 
derer by  trade,  a favorite  at  court,  and  the  ally  of 
England', — ed.  reg. 
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bor.se,  were  ordered  forward,  and  a short  and  spi- 
rited conflict  ensued;  the  Indians  soon  g-ave  way, 
and  were  pursued  through  their  towns.  The  three 
succeeding  days  were  employed  in  scouring  their 
country,  burning  their  towns  and  in  securing  their 
corn  and  cattle,  of  which  we  found  a great  abun- 
dance; upwards  of  three  hundred  houses  have  been 
consumed.  I have  to  regret  the  Loss  of  one  man 
killed  (Tucker)  and  four  wounded,  (from  Tennes- 
see;) of  the  Indians  thirty  were  killed  and  four 
were  made  prisoners:  sixty  men  women  and  chil 
dren  of  the  war  party  have  surrendered — The  great 
■war  chief  of  the  Muckasukees  is  among  the  slain. 

In  the  Muckasuky  town  we  discovered  eviden- 
ces of  hostility  for  many  ye.ars;  upwards  of  three 
hundred  scalps  were  found;  about  fifty  were  sus- 
pended on  a painted  war  pole  on  the  squarcy  fresh, 
and  of  every  description,  from  the  tender  infant 
to  the  aged  mother. 

Apprehending  that  the  enemy  might  attempt  to 
occupy  St.  Marks,  learning  that  they  were  kindly 
received  there,  and  discovering  that  it  would  prove 
an  advantageous  depot. for  my  supplies,  I marched 
for,  and  reached  it  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  On 
my  arrival,  several  communications  passed  be- 
tween myself  and  the  commandant;  when  to  bring 
matters  to  a close,  delay  being  evidently  designed, 
I ordered  the  light  company  to  advance,  and  take 
possession,  and  capt.  M’Ever  to  assume  a position 
in  the  rear;  while  gen.  Gaines  was  instructed  to 
hold  his  brigade  in  readiness  to  act  if  resistance 
were  attempted:  none  however  was  made  and  the 
light  cornpanies  entered,  possessed  themselves  of 
the  fort,  pulled  down  the  Jlag.  Capt.  M’Ever  having 
hoisted  English  colors  on  board  his  boats,  Francis, 
the  prophet,  Hoemotchemucho  and  two  others  were 
decoyed  on  board,  believing  him  to  be  the  promis- 
ed and  daily  expected  aid  from  New  Providence, 
under  the  command  of  Woodbine.  These  have 
been  hung  to-day.  To-morrow  I march  for  Suwan- 
nee, where  1 hope  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I have 
not  time  to  do  more  than  give  you  a faint  view  of 
things  as  they  are.  I have  been  forced  to  encoun- 
ter many  privations;  but  they  have  been  surmount- 
ed. 

St.  Stephens,  f A.  T.J  May  9.  Governor  Bibb 
returned  to  this  place  on  Sunday  last.  An  expedi- 
tion against  the  hostile  Indians  having  been  arrang- 
ed, a detachment  of  volunteers  marched  from  Clai- 
borne the  day  previously.  Jt  is  understood  that  the 
Spanish  territory  will  no  longer  furnish  an  asylum 
to  the  enemy. 

Yesterday  the  governor  received  intelligence 
from  major  Youngs,  who  commanded  at  fort  Craw- 
ford, that  he  having  organized  a force  consisting  of 
regulars,  militia  from  camp  Montgomery,  and 
Choctaws,  proceeded  down  the  Escambia  in  boats, 
attacked  the  hostile  Indians  on  Pensacola  bay,  with- 
in one  mile  of  the  town  of  Pensacola,  on  the  25th 
ult.  killed  nine,  wounded  twelve  or  thirteen,  and 
took  eight  prisoners,  with  the  loss  on  his  part  of 
one  man  only.  Lieut.  Allen  commanded  the  militia. 
The  expedition  was  so  cautiously  and  properly 
conducted,  that  the  enemy  were  not  apprised  of 
danger  until  the  attack  was  made.  The  day  after 
the  governor  of  Pensacola  issued  a proclamation, 
forbidding  the  inhabitants  to  sell  or  give  any  sup- 
plies to  the  Indians,  and  informed  the  chiefs  that 
they  should  not  be  protected.  He  at  the  same 
time  advised  them  to  surrender  and  sue  for  peace. 

Major  Youngs  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  detachment  under  his  command. 

It  is  highly  probable,  therefore,  that  the  period 


is  not  distant  when  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  fron- 
tier may  safely  repose  in  their  habitations. 

Governor  Bibb  has  just  received  despatches 
from  major  Youngs.  Tlie  hostile  Indians  have  sued 
for  peace  through  the  governor  of  Pensacola.  They 
are  to  report  themselves  in  a few  days  at  Durant’s 
Bluff,  from  whence  they  will  be  conducted  to  fort 
Crawford. 

So  much  for  the  conviction  which  the  late  suc- 
cessful expedition  has  wrought  upon  the  savages, 
that  they  shall  not  murder  our  inhabitants,  and 
then  find  shelter  in  the  Spanish  territories. 

The  war  on  our  frontier  has  probably  now  ter- 
minated, and  it  remains  only,  by  proper  arrange- 
ments, to  secure  our  citizens  from  depredations  for 
the  future. 

We  learn  that  governor  Bibb  will  proceed  to  fort 
Crawford  next  week. 

It  is  understood  that  the  governor  of  Pensacola 
manifested,  in  the  affair,  a disposition  to  regard  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty  of  1795. 

Correspondence  betxueen  governor  Bibb  and  the  Big 

Warrior  relative  to  the  murders  committed  on  the 

Federal  road,  some  months  past. 

Coosada,  26th  March,  1818, — Friend,  I send  you 
this  letter  to  inform  you,  that  some  of  the  white 
people  in  this  territory  have  been  cruelly  murder- 
ed, and  to  explain  to  you  the  things  I have  found  it 
necessary  to  do. 

On  Friday  night  the  13th  of  this  ntmth  a family 
consisting  of  men,  women  and  children,  while  sit- 
ting in  peace  around  their  fire,  on  the  Federal  road, 
about  sixty  five  miles  this  side  of  the  town  of  Clai- 
borne, were  attacked  by  a party  of  red  men,  and 
eight  killed.  The  next  Friday,  five  men  riding 
quietly  along  the  road,  in  the  same  neighborhood 
were  fired  on,  three  killed  and  one  badly  wounded. 
These  unexpected  and  unprovoked  murders  could 
not  be  borne.  We  could  not  sit  down,  and  permit 
our  wives  and  children  to  be  tomahawked  without 
resistance.  I have,  therefore,  ordered  our  soldiers 
to  find  and  slay  the  hostile  party.  But  I am  in- 
formed, there  are  many  of  your  people  among  us 
who  are  our  friends;  and  we  know  not  how  to  dis- 
tinguish therri  from  our  enemies.  They  alarm  our 
women  and  cliildren.  When  the  army  meet  them, 
they  cannot  know  whether  they  are  friends  or  foes; 
and  the  murderers  themselves  will  say  “we  are 
your  friends.”  In  this  situation,  it  is  best  that 
your  people  should  go  home.  They  might  be  killed 
through  mistake,  and  I should  be  sorry  for  it.  I 
have,  therefore,  ordered  that  they  go  from  among 
us  immediately;  and  I send  this  letter  by  major 
Laprade  and  Mr.  Stevens,  to  explain  to  you  my 
reasons  for  so  doing.  You  will  see  that  it  proceeds 
from  friendship,  and  I hope  will  help  me  in  getting 
your  people  to  come  home.  If  you  will  tell  me 
how  it  can  be  soonest  done,  I will  help  you  in  any, 
arrangements  for  that  purpose,  you  may  propose. 
It  is  necessary  we  should  understand  the  views  of 
each  other,  and  then  as  friends,  we  can  act  to- 
gether. 

Your  friend,  WM.  W.  BIBB, 

Governor  of  the  Alabama  territory. 

To  his  excellency  W.  W.  Bibb,  governor  of  the  Ala- 
bama territory  of  the  United  States. 

Friend  and  brother,— You  have  sent  me  a talk. 
I am  glad  to  hear  from  you.  Oyr  peepleare,  and 
wish  to  remain  in  peace  with  their  white  brethren, 
your  people.  You  say  that  the  blood  of  your  men, 
women  and  children,  h.as  been  spilled  by  red  men. 
I-ara  sorry  to  hear  it.  I could  not  hinder  it.  Those 
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red  men  who  spilled  your  blood,  are  none  of  our 
people.  We  are  your  friends.  I am  glad  that  you 
have  takin  me  by  the  hand,  and  called  me  friend. 
I’iiat  you  hav«  sent  me  a lalk.  You  say  that  your 
warriors  are  out.  You  are  friendly  in  giving  ine 
that  notice.  I know  that  all  red  men  are  alike  in 
appearance.  Your  warriors,  therefore,  cannot  tell 
the  good  from  the  bad.  They  cannot  distinguish 
between  friend  and  foe.  Those  hostile  men  are  like 
the  Wolf.  They  creep  and  sculk  until  they  can  spill 
blocd.—Tiiey  frighten  my  people,  as  well  as  yours. 
I have  sent  for  my  hunters  to  return  to  our  .land; 
all  may  not  have  had  notice.  I shall  in  three  days 
send  one  of  my  warriors,  Barney  Riley,  to  you,  to 
aid  and  assist  in  giving  what  few  hunters  may  be 
among  you,  notice  that  they  must  return.  I want 
to  see  you  that  we  may  talk  together,  and  not  mis- 
take'each  other. 

Friend  and  brother, —We  wish  to  live  in  peace 
and  friendship  with  you,  and  wish  we  may  aid  each 
other  in  governing  our  people. 

TUSTENUGGE  THLUCCO.  ^(B.  W.) 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND.  &C. 

Admiral  Cockburne  has  been  .dubbed  a knight  of 
the  this  is  not  appropriatef  of  the  would 

suit  the  house-burner  better. 

The  earl  of  Fife  has  presented  Mr.  Kean  with 
the  identical  dirk,  which  was  worn  by  his  lordship’s 
ancestor,  McBuff,  in  the  combat  in  which  Macbeth 
fell; — the  weapon  has  been  in  possession  of  his 
lordship’s  family  ever  since  tliat  memorable  day. 

It  appears,  from  a list  of  each  class  inserted  in 
the  seventh  and  last  number  of  the  Aiviah  of  Fine 
Arts,  that  modern  patronage  has  created  in  England 
not  less  than  nine  hundred  and  thirty-onfi  professional 
artists,  of  various  descriptions,  resident  in  ajid  near 
the  metropolis. — Of  whom  there  are- 
532  Painters, 

45  Sculptors, 

149  Architects, 

93  Engi'avers  in  line, 

38  In  mixed  styles, 

19  In  mezzotinto, 

33  To  aquatinla, 

22  On  wood. 

And,  what  deserves  to  be  specially  noticed, 
among  the  painters  there  are  no  less  than  forty 
three  ladies! 

The  extracting  of  pot-ash  from  potatoe-stalks  has 
eorninenced  in  Trekind,  and  promises  to  become  a 
most  valuable  article  of  trade  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  is  calculated  that  350,000 
acres  of  land  are  annually  cultivated  with  potatoes 
there.  These  would  produce  46,875  tons  of  pot 
ash,  wlfich  at  201  per  ton,  would  amount  to  937,500^. 
per  annum. 

Poor  rates/ — The  expense  of  the  furniture,  plate, 
wines  and  provisions,  ii-s-ed  in  tl^e  royal  yatchs,  is  in 
the  department  of  the  lord  steward  of  the  house- 
hold, so  tl)at  it  forms  no  part  of  the  extvaordinaries 
of  the  navy.  It  appears  From  the  accounts  of  the 
lord  steward,  that  the  expense  of  the  prince  re- 
gent’s forty-eight  hours  cruize  off  Brighton  was 
1,200^.  (Xj^This  sum  is  not  taken  out  of  the  mighty 
amount  allowed  for  his  sub.sistence,  but  is  an  addi- 
iionai  charge,  on  the  nation! 

hnpQTtavt  decision  to  the  catholics  of  Ireland.  In  the 
case,  “ The  king,  at  the  prosecution  of  John  Cole, 
vs.  the  corpor  xiion  of  Dublin,”  v/hich  came  on  Ute 
loih  April,  in  the  court  ofKiug’s. bench,  Dublin,  the 
court  gave  judgment,  a.nd  direjfted  that  a manda- 


mus should  issue  requiring  the  corporation  to  ad, 
mit  and  swear  in  the  prosecutor  as  a member,  al- 
though a Roman  catholic. 

*‘Flash  houses. — It  has  been  stated  in  parliament 
that  there  are  above  200  regular  flash  houses 
[houses  for  the  reception  of  stolen  goods,  and  re- 
sort of  theives]  kept  open  day  and  night  in  London, 
all  which  are  Imowii  to  the  police  officers,  who  re- 
lOZ.  a year  for  each  house  as  hush  money,  &c.  These 
houses  are  frequented  by  between  11  and  12,000 
persons,  6000  of  whom  are  boys  and  girls  from  ten 
to  fifteen  years  old  who  there  divide  their  spoils 
and  riot  in  bestial  debauchery  * 

SPAIN. 

A letter  from  Alicaiit  .says— “Last  week,  the 
clergy  excommunicated  from  their  churches  all 
freemasons;  also  all  persons  who  may  have  in  their 
possession  any  book  of  Masonry,  or  who  may  know 
of  a person  and  not  inform  against  him.  Poor  fools! 
how  can  they  point  out  a mason,  unless  he  should 
declare  himself:  which  he  i\ould  not,  as  the  inqui- 
sition would  imprison  him  for  life.  There  is  a coL 
Fernando,  a worthy  and  brave  officer,  novy  in  close 
confinement  in  the  castle,  where  he  has  been  eigh- 
teen months.  He  was  seized  at  the  dead  hour  of 
the  night,  and  carried  from  his  bed  to  a prison  by 
these  wretches,  for  being,  as  they  supposed,  a ma- 
son.” 

SWEDEN. 

Bernadotte’s  wife  resides  in  Paris,  not  on  account 
of  a disaffection  between  him  and  her,  but  because 
the  Swedish  nobility  have  not  treated  her  with  the 
respect  that  belongs  to  her  rank! 

WEST  INDIES, 

Many  acts  of  sheer  piracy  are  committed  in  the 
West  Indies— sometimes  by  small  open  boats,  man- 
ned with  white  and  black  negroes. 

The  slave  vessels  belonging  (ostensibly)  in  Ha. 
vanna,  are  said  to  amount  to  200! — Some  of  these, 
it  is  believed,  are  really  owned  in[^England,  and 
others  in  the  TJnited  States. 

Seduced  by  the  liberal  propositions  lately  set 
forth  by  the  Spanish  government  in  favor  of  emi- 
grants to  Cuba,  many  of  the  Spanish  and  some  of 
the  French  families  of  Louisiana  are  preparing  to 
become  subjects  of  Ferdinand — let  them  go. 

The  southern  part  of  Ilayti  is  quiet  under  the  ad-? 
ministration  of  President  Boyer,  apparently  an  in- 
telligent and  very  worthy  man.  Mis  present  naval 
force  consists  of  a frigate,  corvette  and  brig.  The 
U.  S.  sloop  Hornet  and  com.  Lewis,  U,  S.  agent, 
were  well  received  at  Port  au  Prince. 

The  importance  of  the  British  West  Indies  are 
inferred  from  the  following  notices  of  the  exports 
of  Jamaica,  in  one  year — 116,012  hhds.  (of  1800  or 
2000  lbs.  each)  11,094  tierces,  286,8  bbis.  sugar; 
47,949  puncheons,  1094  hhds.  208  casks.  916  bbls. 
rum;  354  casks  molasses;  3361  casks,  1195  bags 
ginger,  946  casks,  15,817  bags  Pimento;  14,793,70,6 
lbs.  coffee. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

The  cargo  of  the  prize  brig  which  we  noticed 
as  being  on  a shore  on  Block  Island,  [page  239]  has 
been  secured.by  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and 
carried  to  Newport,  R.  1.  It  is  valued  at  about 
80,000  dollars — the  dudes  will  amount  to  ^20,000, 

Death  of  Morillo.  In  a letter  dated  Kingston, 
Jam.  May,  10,  to  the  editor  of^he  Charleston  City 
Gazette — ‘‘By  the  arrival  here  yesterday,  or  rather 
at  Port  Royal,  of  H.  R.  M.  brig  Rifleman,  captain 
Duff,  from  St.  Martha,  the  news  of  the  death  of  the 
biood  thirsty  tyrant  and  Spanish  gen.  Don  Pablo 
Morillo,  from  his  wounds,  is  confirmed;.  The  he- 
roic defenders  of  liberty,,  and  the  c^use  ofhumani 
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ty  and  justice,  have  reason  to  celebrate  the  demise 
of  such  a cruel  and  barbarous  warrior;  one  who 
having  made  a dear  bought  conquest  ofCarthage- 
na,  marched,  without  opposition,  I may  say,  (on  ac- 
count of  the  apathy  and  inconstancy  of  tlie  direc- 
tors) of  the  unfortunate  people  of  the  kingdom,  a 
people  heartily  disposed  to  fight  in  defence  of  the 
glorious  cause  they  were  embarked  in,  but  owing 
to  t!ie  duplicity  and  fear  of  their  leaders,  were 
taught  to  abandon  their  arms,  or  submit  without 
resistance  to  the  handful  of  old  Spanish,  and  some 
few  indignant  Creole  soldiers,  sent  to  subjugate 
them,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  St.  Fe  de  Bo- 
gata — where  in  imitation  of  the  horrid  scenes  re- 
sorted toil!  Carthagena,  he  filled  with  terror  and 
gloom  the  capital  of  Cundinamarca,  where,  for  a 
time,  nought  but  the  expiring  groans  of  her  patri- 
ot sons  were  heard  to  rend  the  air,  vi  dims  to  the 
rapacity  of  a despot’s  supreme  will,  &c. 

Morillo  not  dead — later.  Letter  from  St.  Thom  as’, 
dated  26th  May,  to  the  editor  of  the  “Democratic 
Press”— 

“We  have  the  news  herefrom  Caraccas 

tliat  another  battle  has  been  fought  on  the  11th 
inst.  about  20  leagues  west  from  San  Carlos — in 
which  both  parties  seem  to  have  fought  with  des- 
peration. The  Spaniards  say  that  the  patriots  are 
totally  defeated,  but  acknowledge  thedoss  ofmany 
first  rate  officers.  The  commander  in  chief  of  the 
royal  army  engaged,  “de  la  Torre,”  is  severely 
wounded,  and  his  aid-de-camp  col.  “Villars;” — and 
about  20  officers  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  said  that 
the  pass  “Calabosa”  is  again  in  the  hands  of  the 
royalists.  The  royal  commander  in  chief,  Morillo, 
has  recovered  from  his  wounds.  Enclosed  are  too 
of  our  newspapers  under  date  of  the  18th  and  21st 
May. 

“Brion  and  Aury  have  formed  a junction  near  St. 
Bartholomews  at  what  is  called  the  Five  Islands; 
they  have  now  15  sail.  Just  as  Brion  got  under 
way,  a Spanish  escadre  [squadron]  hove  insight 
and  after  both  had  manccuvered  a little,  they  went 
each  their  way  in  a different  direction.  It  is  said 
that  Brion  will  fortify  the  island  of  Mona  for  a kind 
of  rendezvous  and  take  possession  ofSamanaif 
possible.” 

State  of  Chili. — We  have  received  from  the  di- 
rector at  Chili,  several  files  of  papers  published 
there,  and  have  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a gen- 
tleman, who  has  kindly  offered  to  select  and  trans- 
late such  matter  as  may  be  deemed  interesting  to 
our  readers.  The  following  statement  is  extract- 
ed from  one  of  them;  it  shows  the  real  state  of 
the  country  in  its  most  important  point  [finances,] 
better  than  any  thing  else,  'fhe  details,  also  show, 
whence  the  resources  are  drawn,  and  wliatare  the 
objects  and  modes  of  its  expenditures.  It  is  an 
important  document,  more  so  than  proclamations, 
speeches,  and  political  lucubrations,  with  which 
diese  pajjers  appear  to  be  filled.  Franklin  Gaz. 

Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  state  of  Chili. 

Receipts.  Dolls.  Cts. 

Balance  last  momli  in  treasury,  123,326  75 

Custom-House  duties  - - - - - 4,387  50 

Duty  on  tobacco  - - - - - - - 13,704  00 

Fit'tb  on  gold  and  silver,  and  duty  on  mines,  - 2,164  37  1 2 

From  sequestered  estates, 18,552  75 

Voluntary  donations, 12,000  00 

Oil  account  of  tfie  the  contribution  of  400,000  dis. 

laid  on  the  Europeans, 41,177  00 

Duty  on  Hour,  - - 1,875  00 

Duty  of  t uraniire  for  the  district  of  Maypii,  - 1,000  00 

Other  trifling  receipts, 353  37  1-2 

Total  dls.  217,539  75 


Expenditures.  Dolls.  Cts. 

Pay  of  the  army  of  the  Andes 30,000  00 

To  the  southern  army  - - . . w 30,500  00 

To  the  military  hospital  - - • . . . 4,000  00 

To  articles  purchased  by  the  army  at  Mendoza  - 1,116  75 

Civil  list  - - 2,958  12  1-2 

Interest  on  the  consolidated  stock  - . - 1,494  50 

Pay  of  the  army  of  Chili  .....  30,517  62  1-2 

Extraordinary  expenses  of  war  ...  - 27,566  50 

To  the  court  of  Mines j 330  62  1-2 

Works  at  Maypu 2,000  00 

Refunding  of  monies  attached  ....  1,500  00 

Other  trifling  expenses i sss  00 


134,892  12  1,2 


Dolls.  Cts. 

Total  receipts  - . . - . - 217,539  75 

Total  expenses 134,892  12  1-2 

Amount  remaining  in  treasury  82,647  62  1-2 


BRITISH  AMERICA. 

Political  discussions  are  warm  and  active  ih  Up- 
per  Canada — and  delegates  have  been  elected  from 
several  places  to  meet  in  convention  at  York  on  the 
6th  of  July. 

ROBTNSOX  CRUSOES. 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  a voyage  in  the  ship  Enter- 
prize,  lately  arrived  at  Philadelphia. 

“From  Brister’s  Island  we  proceeded  to  the 
Snares;  [a  small  cluster  of  islands  in  south  latitude 
48,  W.  longitude  166,]  here  we  found  three  men 
who  had  been  on  the  island  seven  years. — A schoo- 
ner in  Which  they  were,  being  short  of  provisions, 
they  chose  to  take  their  chance  on  shore.  They 
took  with  them  from  the  vessel  a quart  of  rice,  an 
iron  pot  and  half  a bushel  of  potatoes — the  pota- 
toes they  planted,  and  when  we  were  there,  the 
whole  side  of  the  island  was  covered  with  them-- 
They  had  built  five  houses,  and  had  1300  dried 
skins.  We  took  them  and  their  skins  on  board,  and 
brought  them  away  from  the  island.” 


CHRONICLE. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  7th  inst.  and  was  received  with  dis- 
charges of  artillery,  &c. 

The  gallant  col.  Hindman  is  to  succeed  col.  Ar- 
mistead,  deceased,  as  commander  ofFortMcHen- 
ry. 

Five  of  the  slaves  who  lately  murdered  Dr.  Berk- 
ley in  Virginia,  have  been  found  guilty  and  sen- 
tenced to  death.  The  deceased  is  spoken  of  hav- 
ing been  an  “excessivel}  ” indulgent  master. 

Connecticut  convention. — The  legislature  of  Con- 
necticut, at  the  session  which  closed  on  Saturday 
last,  passed  a resolution  “recommending  to  the 
several  towns  in  that  state  to  meet  on  the  4th  day 
of  July  next  to  elect  as  many  delegates  as  they 
now  send  representatives,  to  a convention  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Uariford,  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  August,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a con- 
siitution  of  civil  government  for  that  state — which 
constitution,  when  ratified  by  such  a majority  of 
the  freemen  as  said  convention  shall  direct,  is  to 
become  the  supreme  law  of  tjie  state.” 

j\Tassachusetis.  Mr.  P.  Mellen,  a member  of  the 
Marlford  convention,  has  been  appointed  a senator 
of  the  U.  S.  vice  Mr.  Aslimun. 

Farmers  and  J\rxeclianics  bank  of  Pittsburg. — By 
die  disclosure  of  one  of  the  robbers  of  this  bank 
[and  botli  of  them  have  been  caught]  tlie  greater 
part  of  the  paper  and  money  stolen  has  been  re- 
covered. It  is  supposed  that  the  bank  will  not 
now  lose  more  than  2000  dollars.  The  report  was 
I’ot  true  that  the  bulk  of  the  amount  carried  off  was 
in  specie— ’there  was  not  much  specie. 
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ADURESSKD  TO  THE  EDITOR  OR  THE  REGISTER. 

History  of  banks  in  the  XJnited  States. 

Sir,— I enter  on  this  part  Gf  tny  subject  with  un- 
feigned reluctance;  because  it  involves  the  solemn 
duty  rtf  exposing  Scenes  of  management,  intrigue, 
and  imbecility,  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  those 
entrusted  with  the  highest  power,  that  can  be  ex- 
ercised by  human  beings — the  power  of  legislating 
for  the  happiness  of  millions  of  freemen.  Biit  I 
hold  it  treason  to  my  fellow  citizens  to  be  now  si- 
lent; and  no  apprehension  of  the  consequences 
shall  any  longer  prevent  my  pointing  out  to  them 
firmly  and  distinctly  the  source  of  the  evil,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  its  further  progress.  In  so 
doing  I shall  be  careful  not  to  implicate  the  dupe 
with  the  tempter — or  the  simple  and  unwary,  with 
the  crafty,  designingand  unprincipled.  Above  all, 
J shall  studiously  abstain  from  unwarrantable  per- 
^sonalilies — and  while  I tell  the  truth,  in  the  severe 
language  of  honest  simplicity,  disguising  nothing 
that  I know^ — and  asserting  nothing  but  what  is 
well  known,  of  can  be  proved  to  the  Conviction  of 
all — I mean  so  to  perform  the  task  that  the  most 
unblushing  advocate  of  a corrupt  system,  shall  not 
dare  to  accuse  me  of  any  other  but  an  honest  mo- 
tive, or  of  using  any  language  unbecoming  my  own 
character,  and  the  subject  of  which  I treat. 

The  banking  system,  in  its  origin  among  us,  was 
the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  funding  system,  a 
measure  of  party  policy,  deemed  by  many  of  the 
best  men  of  that  day  dangerous  in  its  principle, 
and  in  its  consequences  injurious  to  the  welfare  of 
this  nation.  It  is  generally  Understood,  to  have 
been  adopted  principally  through  the  influence  of 
the  late  Gen.  Hamilton,  a man  whose  reputation 
has  suffered  more  from  the  i ijudicious  praises  Of 
his  a(lmirer.s,  than  the  detractions  of  his  enerniesi 
Both  his  friends,  and  his  enemies,  will  probably 
long  contrive  to  differ  as  to  the  tendency  of  his 
political  conduct,  and  the  decision  of  the  question 
respecting  the  wisdom,  or  folly  of  his  measures, 
must  be  left  to  time,  which  will  finally  develope 
their  consequences. 

The  first  banks  were  also  the  children  of  the 
same  system.  They  were  granted  to  the  wishes 
of  certain  wealthy  and  influential  persons  of  the 
party,  and  speculation  continued  gradually  to  ex- 
tend itself,  by  slow  degrees,  and  with  consequen- 
ces comparatively  unimportant,  to  the  general  Wel- 
fare, until  the  period  when  the  banks  took  advan- 
tage of  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  to  stop  pay- 
ment at  a time  of  great  public  danger — Since  then, 
tile  evil  has  grown  with  a most  alarming  extension, 
and  from  causes  which  I shall  proceed  to  e.xplain. 

Ihis  suspension  of  specie  payments,  opened  to 
moneyless  speculators  a prospect  of  establishipe- 
oanks  wiihout  the  very  disagreeable  necessity  of 
having  a real  capital — [t  accustomed  the  people  to 
put  confidence  in  banks  that  would  not  or  could 
not  pay  their  debts,  and  consequently  it  gave  an 
opportunity  for  bankrupts  to  become  bankers, 
I, sere  exists  no  tie,  except  the  necessity  of  render- 
ing notes  with  specie,  of  sufficient  forcea'nd  strengtii 
to  secure  the  people  against  the  abuses  of  the  bauk- 
mg  system,  nor  can  fhe  most  w.a:w  hesris-iator  d-e- 
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vise  any  expedient  other  than  that  to  joreve'nt  the 
multiplication  of  paper  money  without  bounds. 
The  moment  banks  can  do  business  wiihout  specie 
— that  moment  they  get  rid  of  tlie  necessit))-  of  hav-, 
ing  a real  capital — since  they  can  pay  their  debts 
wit  h mere  rags  of  their  own,  or  they  can  easily  ex- 
change  them  for  the  rags  of  dther  banks,  and  thus 
relieve  one  rag  with  another. 

The  moment  therefore  the  system  was  relieved 
from  iliis  ifiConvenient  stumbling  block  of  specie 
payments,  it  spread  like  wildfire.  Banks  grew  up 
like  mushrooms,  some  with  charters,  some  without, 
and  all  destitute  of  tliat  solid  basis  of  specie  wliich 
alone  can  and  ought  to  furnish  the  foundation  of  in- 
stitutions  wliich  are  to  afford  its  equivalent  iii 
p«per.  To  furnish  a more  convenient  and  portable 
currency,  is  the  only  proper  and  legitimate  end  of 
banks,  which  were  never  intended  as  means  of  in- 
creasing the  quantity  of  a circulating  medium,  al- 
though they  have  been  bountifully  indulged  by  the 
munificent  legislative  bodies,  in  the  privilege  of 
issuing  notes  to  thrice  the  amount  of  their  nomimil 
capitals.  How  these  institutions  have  multiplied, 
and  from  what  motives,  and  by  wiiat  friean&,  tisey 
are  still  multiplied,  I Will  now  proceed  to  explain. 

It  is  one  of  the  precioUs  blessings  of  this  system, 
that  those  who  are  Uot  i^ccomplices  must  of  nebes- 
sity  become  vicliins,  as  I have  explainedj  in  the 
preceding  letters,  it  was  natural  therefore  that 
every  person  of  the  least  preteil.sions,  should  wisli 
rather  to  share  in  the  gains,  of  the  privileged  order, 
than  herd  among  its  vas.sals,  and  pay  tribute.  Hence 
the  different  legislative  bodies  were  besieged  at 
every  sitti.og,  by  hungry  expectants,  and  clamour- 
ous petitioners  to  extend  the  benefits  of  this  moni- 
ed monopoly;  and  as  it  was  obviously  and  on  tJie 
face  of  it  unjust  to  confine  the  immense  gains  and 
advantages  of  this  monopoly  to  a few,  tliey  per- 
haps, from  the  best  motites,  extended  t!ie  privi- 
lege of  banking  from  time  to  time.  For  this  I do 
not  sit  in  judgment  on  the.m.  They  did  not  at  that 
moment  see  tlie  dangerous  consequences  of  this 
extension,  and  in  all  probability  were  infiUenced  by 
the  motives  I have  ascribed  to  tliemi  it  perhaps 
did  not  occur  to  them  that  ^h^y  were  multiplying 
the  evils  of  this  monopoly  by  extending  it,  amt 
thus  increasing  its  pressure  upon  ail  tliose  who 
were  excluded  from  a participation  in  its  advanta- 

But  it  is  sometime  since  this  excuse  has  ceased 
to  be  availing— and  the  effects  of  the  paper  system 
have  become  too'  glaring  to  escape  tlie  notice  or 
elude  the  investigation  of  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server. For  more  than  four  or  five  yea.'-s  p.nst,  a 
great  portion  of  the  bank  charter.s  have  been  ob- 
tained by  means  and  combinati  ms,  of  which  the 
people,  who  suffer  by  their  cons  •quenbes,  ought  no 
longer  to  remain  ignorant.  It  is  high  time  they 
should  know  to  what  idols  tliey  have  been  siicii- 
fieed.  'fhe  first  process  to  which  I shall  call  their 
attention,  is  that  of  a combination  of  persons  in  .i 
particular  town,  pos.scs£ing  political  influence,  or 
the  means  of  exciting  tills  influence  to  aid  their 
purposes,  'i'hese  petition  the  legislature  of  tim 
state  fora  charter,  and  make  this  political  inOuence 
the  means  of  obtaining  it.  Persons  are  named  for 
directors  in  the  original  diarter,  very  freoueuU^' 
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as  cal3-pa%vs,  because  they  are  influ.entlal  v/ith  the 
people,  who  believe  and  hope  that  throuj^h  their 
tneans,  thc-y  will  be  admitted  to  a share  in  the 
favors  of  this  new  Flutus.  These  friends  of  the 
poor,  however,  having-  answered  the  end  they  were 
inteiuled  for,  are  generally  voted  out  of  the  direc- 
tory the  next  term  of  election,  to  make  way  for 
others,  belonging  to  a more  dignified  order,  too 
elevated  to  think  any  thing  of  the  laboring  classes, 
except  just  about  the  time  of  a contested  election 
—and  too  eager  to  appropriate  discounts  to  them- 
selves and  their  dependent's,  to  pay  any  regard  to 
t!)c  general  wants  of  society.  The  bank,  which 
was  liios  sanctioned  by  the  legislature  in  corapli- 
iince  w ith  the  wishes  of  the  people  wlio  expected 
to  derive  benefit  from  it,  by  tliese  means  fails  to 
answer  tlie  desired  object,  and  the  next  sessioH  the 
Same  people  are  again  gulled  into  the  support  of 
another  application,  because  they  cannot  see,  that 
a monied  institution  must  and  will  inevitabl)  be 
ra;nvM-ted  into  a tool  for  monied  men — Instead  of 
an  irvitrument  for  lending  to  the  poor.  From  my 
soul  i am  glad  it  is  so — 1 rejoice  tliat  this  tremen- 
ilous  influence  of  two  hundred  millions  of  paper 
nuro/y,  is  employed  for  the  purpose  of  individual 
gain,  rather  than  in  bringing  the  wholesome  popu- 
iation  of  onr  country  into  an  abject  subjection  to  a 
privileged  order  by  means  of  largesses,  in  the 
shape  of  discounts.  I rejoice  tliat  it  is  employed 
in  jiicking  their  pockets  rather  than  bribing  their 
s'dVi  ages.  When  tlie  period  shall  arrive  in  which 
tlfis  great  paper  capital  becomes  an  instrument  of 
ambirioui  rather  tlian  of  avarice,  woe  to  our  coun- 
try— for  its  freedom  will  be  annihilated.  All  dis- 
tinctions of  party  will  then  be  merged  in  one  com- 
mon interest,  and  the  members  oflhe  paper  aris- 
tocracy, will  forget  their  federal  and  republican 
autipatliies,  in  a combined  effort  to  render  their 
dlignities,  and  immunities  perpetual,  by  enslaving 
tfie  people.  Ail  experience  sanctions  this  conclusion, 
nor  is  there  any  principle  in  human  nature  more 
invariable,  than  that  which  combines  a privileged 
or.ler,  in  one  common  effort,  to  one  common  end. 

Another  mode  of  forming  bank  charters  suc- 
ceeded. This  was  by  connecting  a bank  bill  with 
.<-:ome  popular  object  with  which  it  naturally  had 
no  connexion  wiiatever,  A bridge  or  turnpike,  for 
instance,  vvas  petitioned  for  by  the  people  of  a par- 
ticular district,  and  a bargain  made  by  certain 
members,  to  support  the  application,  provided  the 
banks  was  included  in  the  same  act:  Tiius,  in  ef- 

fect, tlic  members  of  a legislative  body  barter  thdr 
votes  wiifi  each  other,  and  ^ species  of  bribery  is 
iiuroduced  of  the  most  pernmious  character. 

A tliird  mode  is  that  of  getting  up  a litter  of 
b<inks,  so  distributed  in  every  portion  oflhe  states 
as  to  act  as  a sweeping  biubi:  to  a majority  of  the 
ti'.e  members  and  liieir  most  influential  constilu- 
er/s,  wb,o  expect  to  become  presidents,  cashiers 
and  direetoi'S,  orto  receive  a direct,  or  collateral 
a.fl vantage,  understood  or  specified.  Such  was  the 
example  set  not  long  ago  by  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— resisted  by  the  virtuous  and  respectable 
and  persisted  in  by  its  legislative  guar- 
dians, to  its  great  consummation.  Such  has  late- 
ly been  the  conduct  of  Kentucky  ajid  Rhode  Ts- 
l.and,  and  every  friend  of  this  country  must  regret 
to  see  two  states,  one  distinguished  by  its  gallant 
jiati-iolism,  the  other  ennobled  as  tlie  birth  place 
of  pKiiHT,  following  so  pernicious  an  example.  ,A 
similar  pian  was  laid  in  Virguiia,  during  the  last 
Session  of  the  legisbature  but  one,  and  failed,  I 
think,  by  the  virtuous  resistance  of  the  senate.  If 

irglnia  is  to  have  any  other  influence  in  the  union, 
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than  that  of  lier  numbers  and  talents,  I hope  it 
will  be  the  influence  derived  from  such  examples 
of  political  virtue.  The  example  first  set  by  Penn- 
sylvania, was  the  laughing  stock  of  the  nation. 
The  LiTTEiioF  BANKS,  as  it  w’as  called,  became  the 
theme  of  common  jest  and  ridicule,  and  it  has  pas- 
sed into  a proverbial  phrase,  forever  incorporated 
with  our  language. 

Tliere  is  yet  another  mode  of  procuring  bank 
charters,  which  has  been  found  liighly  successful  in 
legislative  bodies  which  have  passed  through  the 
preparatory  stages  of  corruption — Agents  are  sent 
up  to  the  high  seat  of  legislative  wisdom  and  puri- 
ty— prime  dealers  in  the  service  of  corruption — 
hoary -headed  professors  of  intrigr.  with  the  pow- 
er of  disposing  of  some  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  ^tock  of  the  embryo  bank.  Tiiey 
have  a carte  blanche^  to  do  what  they  please  with 
tins,  nor  is  any  account  ever  required  of  them  pro- 
vided the  charter  is  obtained.  I know  not  how  it 
is  disposed  of-— but  this  I know,  I once  happened  to 
be  at  the  seat  of  one  of  our  state  governments 
when  a game  of  this  kind  was  going  on,  and  the 
common  morning  salutation  of  men,  meeting  in 
the  streets,  was— “well  what  is  the  price  of  a mejn- 
6ertoday.i”’  “So  many  shares” — was  the  answer! 
Yet  there  was  a certain  member  always  beloiu par — 
and  such  was  his  well  known  purity,  that  he  never 
rose  to  the  market  price  during  the  whole  session. 
Do  not  understand  me  to  say  that  there  was  any  bri- 
bery in  the  case.  No  sir!  it  was  “i/*you  are  favourably 
disposed  towards  the  bank,  already,  if  you  believe 
in  your  conscience  that  it  ought  to  be  chartered, 

there  are shares  at  your  disposal,  provided  the 

charter  is  obtained.”  These  facts  were  notorious 
— they  were  talked  of  in  open  day — the  thought- 
less ridiculed  and  laughed — the  corrupt  chuckled 
at  the  success  of  their  schemes,  and  the  reflecting 
and  virtuous  looked  on  and  sighed  at  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  people  in  the  persons  of  their  legisla- 
tors. Men  were  prosecuted  for  offering,  and  ac- 
cepting bribes — but  as  the  only  parties  to  such  a 
business,  are  both  equally  guilty  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  no  testimony  could  be  proved  sufficiently  strong 
to  convict  them. 

1 W'ill  go  on  sir — I have  rent  the  veil  and  tlie 
whole  monster  shall  be  exposed  to  public  view,  in 
its  own  naked  deformity.  There  have  been  instan- 
ces, at  least  one  instance,  where  the  executive  of 
a state  was  obliged  to  check  this  mania — that  is 
the  polite  phrase  for  the  boundless  virus  of  cor- 
ruption, which  is  every  day  spreading  and  infect- 
ing the  whole  body  politic — he  was  obliged  to 
check  this  torrent  of  corruption,  by  proroguing 
the  legislature—an  act  I believe  without  a parallel 
since  the  independence  of  this  country  was  estab- 
lislied.  He  had  in  his  speech  on  the  opening  of 
the  session,  displayed  in  the  most  unanswerable 
argument,  the  evil  consequences  of  further  en- 
larging tlie  system  of  paper  banks,  but  finding  that 
there  was  a determination  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  the  people  to  the  gains  of  a few  speculators, 
he  prorogued  the  legislature,  and  sent  the  mem- 
bers home  to  learn  lessons  of  virtue  from  their  con- 
stituents. That  this  liigh  lianded  act  of  executive 
authority,  was  sanctioned  by  the  people,  and  that 
the  popularity  of  this  excellent  magistrate  was  in^ 
creased  by  a measure  which,  in  other  circumstan- 
ces would  have  destroyed  it,  is  an  unanswerable 
proof  that  it  was  proper — nay  absolutely  necessa- 
ry to  tlie  public  good.  And  here,  sir,  I will  indulge 
my  respect  for  tiiHt  distingcisued  magistrate,  by 
this  public  avowal.  Every  man  that  ever  knew 
him  can  bear  teslimany  to  his  talents  and  his  worth 
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— ani  every  true  friend  to  his  country,  will  feel 
grateful  to  him,  that  in  a time  when  the  knot  which 
hound  this  great  confederation  together  was  al 
most  untied  by  unhallowed  hands — his  situation 
enabled  him  to  arrest  the  disunion  of  our  country 
— to  stand  in  the  breach  just  opening  to  our  ene- 
mies— to  put  back  tlie  rolling  tide  of  unchastened 
ambltion—and  to  confer  an  obligation  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  tliat  ought  never  to  be 
furgotten.  To  this  he  added  an  another  benefac- 
tion— that  of  exhibiting  an  example  which  has  not 
been  imitated,  of  manly,  dignified  firmness,  and 
energy  without  a parallel,  in  proroguing  a powerful 
body,  to  preserve  a people — from  their  worst  ene- 
mies— a mad,  or  mischievous  legislature. 

It  is  notorious  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
that  we  have  more  bank  capital,  and  have  had  for 
several  years,  than  can  be  employed  to  any  benefi- 
cial public  purpose;  nobody  denies  this — and  nobo- 
dy dare  deny  it.  Every  pretext  therefore  of  ad- 
ministering to  the  public  good — and  every  argu- 
ment, heretofore  urged  in  favor  of  extending  the 
paper  system,  falls  to  the  ground.  I ask  therefore 
confidently,  what  honest  motive  ca7i  govern  legis- 
lative bodies,  in  granting  every  day,  as  they  do, 
new  charters.?  When,  in  canvassing  the  conduct  of 
our  rulers,  we  find  that  a measai’e  cannot  by  any 
ingenuity  of  its  advocates,  be  referred  to  any  ho- 
norable motive,  to  any  salutary  end — we  are  au- 
thorised to  believe  that  it  proceeds  from  something 
directly  the  contrary — from  some  secret  influence 
of  which  they  are,  or  ought,  to  be  heartily  ashamed. 
Such  is  the  natural,  sucii  the  just  mode  of  reason- 
ing on  these  subjects.  In  applyingthis  rule  to  the 
late  conduct  of  legislative  bodies,  we  shall  feel 
ourselves  fully  justified  in  the  conclusion,  that  to 
the  various  motives  1 have  assigned,  may  be  main- 
ly ascribed  the  multiplicity  of  charters  granted  of 
late  years  by  the  munificence  of  so  many  of  the 
state  legislatures.  If  it  is  not  so,  it  is  full  time  for 
tlie  advocates  of  the  paper  system — the  defenders 
of  monopoly  and  corruption,  of  legislative  wisdom 
and  purity,  to  come  forth,  and  instead  of  cliarging 
those  who  have  dared  to  denounce  them  with  being 
governed  by  unworthy  motives,  disprove  what 
they  have  boldly  advanced,  and  cover  them  with 
eternal  shame.  For  my  part,  I will  be  grateful  to 
any  man,  that  shall  convince  me  I am  wrong;  for  I 
love  my  country  and  will  be  obliged  to  any  one 
who  will  prove  that  she  lias  not  been  thus  dishonor- 
ed. Of  such  men,  1 v/ould  ask  an  explanation  of 
tlie  conduct  of  one  of  the  state  legislatures  which, 
after  a full  and  fair  debate,  refused  to  charter  a 
bank,  by  a majority  of  nine  votes,  and  the  very 
next  day,  at  the  very  last  moment  of  its  session, 
without  the  formality  of  discussion  or  debate,  grant- 
ed, by  a majority  of  nineteen,  what  they  had  before 
thus  unequivocally  refused.?  I would  enquire  by 
what  unknown,  unutterable  series  of  occult  ratioci- 
nation this  modern  wonder  was  achieved — by  what 
mysterious  influence,  this  sudden  change  was 
wrought  in  the  minds  of  men,  that  could  thus 
prompt  them  so  hastily  to  recede  from  a solemn 
expression  of  their  will.?  Do  they  suppose  they 
can  play  such  pranks  on  the  great  theatre  oflegis- 
tion,  without  exciting  wonder,  or  pity,  or  con- 
tempt.? Do  they  believe  that  such  things  can  be 
done  in  a corner,  without  the  calm  lookers  on,  of 
the  surrounding  states,  believing  in  their  hearts, 
that  they  were  the  off  jpring  of  intrigue  or  corrup- 
tion, and  that  the  legislature  which  thus  acts,  and 
the  people  who  submit,  have  fallen  from  that  high 
elevation  they  once  occupied  in  the  scale  of  the 
union.?  I speak  of  this  state  particularly,  because 


the  importance  of  its  situation,  an  1 the  rank  it  oc- 
cupies, have  called  my  attention  more  especially  to 
that  system  of  policy,  by  which  it  seems  slie  ex- 
pects to  gain  her  true  station  in  the  union,  where 
none  more  wishes  to  behold  her  than  myself,  when 
she  shall  exhibit  abetter  example,  and  a belter 
claim.* 

The  people  are  sought  to  be  "reconciled  to  every 
new  bank  by  a donus — a sop  in  the  pan — to  be  ap- 
plied to  some  beneficial  public  purpose.  I'lic 
gains  of  tlie  banks,  proceed  from  a tax  on  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  bribed  with  some  oftlieir  own  money, 
to  submit  to  a new  tax.  They  sell  their  hirlhrigbu, 
not  fir  a substantial  mess  Of  pottage,  but  abundh'* 
of  rags; — the  money  with  which  they  are  .seduced 
into  acquiescence,  is  tlieir  own  hard  earnings,  a 
part  of  wliich  is  thus  employed  to  cheat  them  out: 
of  their  prosperity.  But  let  me  not  involve  the 
legi.slative  bodies  in  one  indiscriminate  censure 
The  plain  truth  is,  that,  even  if  their  views  and  in- 
tentions are  never  so  virtuon.s,  tliey  are  no  matcii  for 
the  cunning  ingenuity,  and  intricate scjdiistries  of 
hungry  speculators  gasping  for  gain.  There  were 
many  of  them  too  uprigfii,  and  honest,  and  unsn.s'- 
pecting  to  cope  with,  such  wiley  adversaries,  ;ind  i:\ 
more  than  one  instance  were  c.'ieaieJout  of  charters. 
Tiiey  else  would  sever  have  so  r/uiltiplied  their 
favors,  and  they  would  liave  carefiilly  guarded 
against  the  abuses  of  banking  Institutions  tlius  au- 
thorised.— Tliey  would  have  taken  care  if  possible 
to  shield  the  people  from  banks  without  capital, 
by  making  it  a condition  of  their  ciiarter,  that 
they  should  have  the  whole  of  the  amount  of  their 
capitals  in  bona  fide  specie; — they  would  t'.ave  taken 
care  at  every  session  to  ascertain  by  a committee  of 
inspection,  that  this  quantity  actually  remained 
undiminished  from  year  to  year; — and  above  all, 
they  would  have  punished  every  breach  or  abuse 
of  bank  charters  by  the  instant  revoc.ation  of  pri- 
vileges thus  abused.  They  would  moreover  have 
declared  a peremptory  forfeiture  of  each  share 
paid  in,  whenever  the  succeeding  one  was  not  paid 
according  to  the  conditions  of  the  charter — for  an 
example  was  before  them  of  the  consequences  of 
thus  relinquishing  the  only  tie  that  could  bind  in- 


*The  writer,  doubtles.s,  alludes  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Franklin  bank  by  the  state  of  New 
York,  for  such  were  the  facts  that  occurred  on  i-  s 
passage  in  the  assembly.  This  great  state,  rich, 
populous  and  patriotic,  and  possessing  immense 
natural  advantages,  seems  to  be  rent  witii  party 
feuds  tliat  have  existence  no  where  else — the 
merits  of  which!  never  have  taken  the  trouble  t<» 
endeavor  to  understand,  being  out  of  my  line;  and 
to  the  feelings  of  contending  politicians,  it  appears, 
must  be  ascribed  the  establishment  of  the  bardc 
just  named.  Whether  it  was  right  in  itself  tliat 
this  bank  should  be  instituted  or  not — it  is  most 
seriously  to  be  regretted  t'aaX political  conside;  a, 
tions  induced  or  oppose  it — as  tiiereby  a door  is 
opened  for  the  multiplication  of  those  establisio 
ments  not  easily  shut  again,  though  the  vaciMaiious 
of  parties.  If  they  who  were  in  the  mi  lority  on 
this  occasion,  should  ever  happen  to  be  with  the 
majority  in  a future  legislature,  we  must  c.xpect 
that,  to  check  the  Franklin  bank,  they  will  imrnedi 
ately  manufacture  another  new  one,  and  seat  it,  if 
possible,  in  the  same  neigliborliood,— -and  so  on, 
until  the  “explosion”  alluded  to  by  the  goverrmr. 
takes  place  and  demolishes  the  whole  system. 
Which,  however,  if  reforjnation  cannot  be  eileoieo, 
is  the  only  thing  that  will  save  the  people  iror: 
pauperism.—- b£0. 
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terested  men — a regard  to  their  own  Interest.  Eve- 
r}'  one  remembers  when  the  great  contractor  for  a 
loan,  during  the  late  war,  was  released  from  this 
tie — and  every  one  knows,  that  being  thus  released 
lie  lefr  the  government  in  jeopardy,  by  declining 
to  fulfil  Ills  bargain,  except  just  as  suited  his  own 
interes’-s.  That  distinguished  personage  has  now 
a bank  of  his  own,  in  a neighboring  state,  God 
help  us!— and,  as  a reward  for  his  patriotism,  I 
suppose,  has  been  especially  exempted,  by  an  act  of 
legislative  grace,  from  a law  forbidding  private 
banking.  O.ne  might  be  ppz?led  at  this  inviduous 
and  unjust  partiaiily  to  an  individual,  did  we  not 
recollect  that  he  is  a wortliy  member  of  the  hono- 
j'abie  body,  wliich  granted  this  privilege  ol  doing 
what  was  forbidden  to  every  one  else. 

This  sir,  furnishes  a striking  example  of  the 
good  effects  of  haying  a friend  in  the  legislative 
(.ouncils  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  consequen- 
ces likely  to  result  from  the  policy  we  see  every 
where  pursued,  of  associating  political  leaders, 
members  oflegislatiye  bodies,  judges  &c.  in  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  great  paper  system.  The  time  may, 
nnd  must  come,  at  no  distant  period,  when  the  le- 
gislative power,  will  be  called  upon  to  restrain,  if 
not  to  destroy,  this  great  and  master  mischief 
The  judicial  authorities  foo,  will  be  appealed  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  between  the  rights  of 
individuals,  and  tl^e  wrongs  of  the  paper  aristocra- 
cy. la  such  a the  good  of  the  public,  and 

the  ends  of  justice,  will  doubtless  be  marvelously 
forwarded  by  .appealing  to  bank  directors,  in  the 
persons  of  legislators  and  judges,  wlio  will  be  thus 
obliged  to  decide  a question  in  which  they  are 
themselves  partieg.  \Thep  the  interests  of  the  le- 
gislatiye  and  judicial  authorities  shall  become,  as 
they  are  thus  every  day  becoming,  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  interests  and  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple— the  charms  of  freedom,  and  the  liope  of  ob- 
taining justice,  by  legislative  wisdom,  for  the 
wrongs  sanctioned  by  legislative  folly,  to  say  no 
worse  of  it,  will  beyond  all  question  be  exceeding. 
]y  multiplied  in  favor  of  the  aggrieved  party!  Men 
may  and  sometimes  will  act  justly,  even  to  their 
own  injury — but  it  is  an  elevation  of  virtue,  which 
cannot  be  generally  relied  on,  without  the  creduli- 
ty of  mankind  being  severely  punished,  in  the  end. 
JMen  ought  never  to  be  placed  in  situations  of 
great  responsibility,  whose  prime  interests  are  thus 
at  war,  with  their  first  and  greatest  duty.  It  is 
sufficient  I trust  to  have  pointed  out.  these  things 
to  public  notice,  leaving  it  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  to  apply  a remedy. 

I have'  spoken  plainly — perhaps  too  plainly,  on 
this  subject,  but  feel  myself  justified  to  my  -own 
lie.art,  and  my  own  understanding,  by  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evils  I have  attempted  to  expose.  The 
pariicular  examples  I have  alluded  to,  were  select- 
ed solely  because  they  were  most  notorious,  and 
alarming.  I war  with  no  state,  nor  do  I drag  from 
the  mass  of  corruption  any  particular  object,  for 
the  gratification  of  personal  or  party  feelings,  and  1 
shall  pi  erced  to  establish  the  principal  positions  1 
h.ave  maintained  in  this  letter,  by  quoting'a  part  of 
a most  able  report  made  by  a committee  of  the 
house  of  assembly  in  the  state  of  NAv  York  at  their 
last  session.  Ttie\yhc!e  of  it  discloses  a scene  of 
consummate  iniquity,  not  peculiar  to  the  state  of 
New  York,  but  extending  in  every  direction 
Ihrougb  the  United  States,  and  I regret  to  see  that 
it  has  not  been  more  extensively  disseminated  by 
the  newspapers.  It  is  not  tlie  work  of  a rhetori- 
cian, labor. ng  to  distinguish  himself  by  fine  phra- 
seology, but  of  a plain  honest  man,  telling  the 


plain  truth.  I know  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee— and  I think  it  an  honor  to  know  such  a man  as 
Isaac  Pierson.  lie  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
iron  manufacturers  in  the  United  Stales — he  em- 
ploys and  gives  bread  to  six  or  seven  hundred  la- 
borers, who  he.ar  the  word  of  God  every  Sunday 
in  a church  of  his  own  erecting — and - hose  chil- 
dren go  to  school  at  stated  intervals  of  labor  in  a 
school  of  his  own  endowing.  \Yhat  such  a man, 
gifted  as  he  i«,  with  a penetrating  understanding, 
and  an  honest  heart,  says,  ought  to  carry  weight, 

‘The  committee  will  conclude  this  general  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  currency,  by  examining 
briefly  the  foundation  on  which  the  present  circu- 
lating medium  is  based.  The  committee  believe 
the  present  circulation  in  the  state  principally  con- 
sists of  the  notes  of  those  banks  wliose  nominal 
capitals  are  small,  and  composed  principally  of  the 
pules  of  the  individual  stockholders,  called  stock 
notes — so  that  the  security  of  the  public  consists  of 
tile  private  fortunes  of  individual  stockholders,  and 
those  fortunes,  in  a great  measure,  consist  of  the 
Stock  of  the  bank,  for  which  they  have  giy^n  their 
notes,  so  that  the  bank  is  enriched  by  holding  their 
notes,  and  they  are  enriched  by  holding  the  stock 
of  the  bank — and  as  these  banks  make  large  divi- 
dends, many  rapid,  and  what  are  considered  solid 
fortunes,  are  made.  Like  a boy  mounting  a sum- 
mit as  the  sun  is  setting,  suddenly  observes  his 
shadow  on  the  opposite  precipice,  regardless  of 
the  gulpli  between,  is  astonished  to  see  how  tall  lie 
has  grown — when  night  ensues,  ere  he  is  aware,  he 
is  plunged,  shadow,  substance  and  all,  in  the  abyss 
below,  covered  with  darkness  and  despair.  Such, 
the  committee  extremely  apprehend,  will  be  the 
result  of  many  of  the  present  institutions,  and 
bring  ruin  and  distress  on  the  country,  unless  they 
change  their  mode  of  business. 

‘Tlie  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  are  a number  of  b.uiks  in  this 
state  with  real  and  solid  capitals,  but  whose  cir- 
culation is  small,  and,  consequently,  their  divi- 
d ends^  whose  affairs  are  conducted  with  prudence 
and  care,  and  from  whom  the  public  have  nothing 
to  apprehend. 

‘On  jthe  whole,  the  committee  coincide  fully  in 
the  opinion  expressed  by  his  excellency  on  the  sub- 
ject of  banks,  in  his  speech,  delivered  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  where  he  says — 

“The  evils  arising  frpm  the  disordered  state  of 
our  currency,  have  been  aggravated  by  the  banking 
operations  of  individuals,  and  the  unauthorised 
emissions  of  small  notes  by  corporations.  They 
require  the  immediate  and  correcting  interposition 
of  the  legislature.  I also  submit  it  to  your  serious 
consideration,  whether  the  incorporation  of  banks 
in  places  where  they  are  not  required  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  commerce,  trade  or  manufactures,  ought 
to  be  countenanced.  Such  institutions  having  but 
few  deposits  of  money,  must  rely  for  their  profits 
principally  upon  the  circulation  of  their  notes,  and 
they  are  therefore  tempted  to  expend  it  beyond 
their  faculties.  These  bills  are  diffused  either  in 
the  shape  of  loans,  or  by  appointing  confidential 
agents  to  exch.ange  them  for  tliose  of  other  esta- 
blishments. But  the  former  mode  being  condu- 
ciye  to  profit  is  at  first  generally  adopted;  and  in 
the  early  stages  of  their  operation,  discounts  are 
liberally  dispensed.  This  produces  an  apparent 
activity  of  business,  and  the  indications  of  pros- 
perity. But  it  is  all  factitious  and  deceptive,  re- 
sembling the  hectic  heat  of  consuming  disease,  not 
the  genial  warmth  of  substantial  health;  a reaction 
soon  takes  place.  These  bills  are  in  turn  collected 
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by  rival  institutions,  oi’  passed  to  the  banks  of  the 
great  cities,  and  payment  being  required,  the  on^y 
resource  left  is  to  call  in  their  debts,  and  exact 
partial  or  total  returns  of  their  loans. — Tiie  con- 
tinual stuggle  between  conflicting  establislunents 
to  collect  each  other’s  notes,  occasions  constant  ap- 
prehension.  The  sphere  of  their  operations  is 
narrowed.  Every  new  bank  contracts  the  area  of 
their  paper  circulation;  and  after  subjecting  the 
communities  within  their  respective  spheres  of 
operation  to  the  pernicious  vicissitudes  of  loans, 
at  one  period  profusely  grartted,  and  at  another 
parsimoniously  withheld,  they  finally  settle  down 
into  a state  of  torpid  inaction,  and  become  mere 
conduits  of  accommodation  to  a few  individuals. 
The  legislature  are  then  solicited  to  apply  a reme- 
dy b)'  llie  incorporation  of  other  banks,  whereas, 
every  new  one  of  this  description,  unless  attended 
by  peculiar  circumstances,  paralizes  a portion  of 
capital  and  augments  the  general  distress.  The 
banishment  of  metallic  money,  the  loss  of  com- 
merci.al  confidence,  the  exhibition  of  fictitious  ca- 
pital, the  increase  of  civil  prosecutions,  multipli- 
cation of  crimes,  the  injurious  enhancement  of  pri- 
ces, and  tlie  dangerous  extension  of  credit,  are 
among  the  mischiefs  which  flow  from  this  state  of 
things.  And  it  is  worthy  of  serious  inquiry,  whe- 
ther a greater  augmentation  of  such  institutions  may 
not,  in  course  of  time,  produce  an  explosion  that 
will  demolish  the  -ohole  system.  The  slow  and  peri- 
odical returns  of  husbandry  being  incompetent  to 
the  exigencies  of  banking  ertablishments,  then^ri- 
cultural  interest  is  the  pvihcipcd  sufferer  by  these 
proceedings.” 

‘If  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  be  true  and 
your  committee  have  no  doubt  they  are,  together 
with  others  equally  reprehensible  and  to  be  dread- 
ed, such  as,  that  their  influence  too  frequently,  nay, 
often,  already  begins  to  assume  a species  of  dicta- 
tion altogether  alarming,  and  unless  some  judici- 
ous remedy  is  provided  by  legislative  wisdom,  we 
shall  soon  witness  attempts  to  control  all  elections 
to  office  in  our  counties,  nay,  the  elections  to  this 
very  legislature.  Senators  and  members  of  as- 
sembly will  be  indebted  to  banks  for  their  seats  in 
this  capital,  and  thus  the  wise  ends  of  our  civil  in- 
stitutions will  be  prostrated  in  the  dust  by  corpo- 
rations of  tlieir  own  creation.  It  is,  therefore, 
evident  the  deleterious  poison  has  already  taken 
deep  root  and  requires  immediate  legislative  inter- 
ference with  their  utmost  energy.’ 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  evils  and  dangers 
resulting  from  the  paper  system,  the  committee 
proceeded  to  offer  a resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  among  other  things  “by  wdiat  means 
the  charters  of  former  banks  had  been  obtained 
from  the  legislature” — This  part  of  the  resolution 
was  after  a long  debate  finally  negatived! 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  “act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,”  and 
to  repeal  the  acts  tlierein  mentioned. 

Be  it  fevacted  by  the  senate  ami  house  of  represen- 
tniives  of  the  United  States  of  .America  in  congress 
assembled^  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  State.s 
shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  thereof, 
accept  and  exercise  a commission  to  serve  a foreign 
prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people,  in  war, 
by  land  or  by  sea,  against  any  prince,  state,  colony, 
district  or  pe;ople,  with  wliom  tlie  United  States 
are  at  peace,  tlje  person  so  offending  shall  be  deem- 
ed guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fin- 


ed not  more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  and  shall 
be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or  hire  or 
retain  another  person  to  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or 
to  go  beyond  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  intent  to  be  enlisted  or  entered  in 
the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  dis- 
trict or  people,  as  a soldier, or  as  a marine  or  sea- 
man, on  board  of  any  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque 
or  privateer,  every  person  so  offending  siiail  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be 
fined  not  exceeding  one  t ousand  dollars,  and  be 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years:  Provided, 
that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  subject  or  citizen  ' of  any  foreign  prince,  state, 
colony,  district  or  people,  wlio  shall  transiently  be 
within  the  United  States,  and  shall,  on  board  of 
any  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque  or  privateer, 
which,  at  the  time  of  its  arrival  within  the  United 
States  was  fitted  and  equipped  as  such,  enlist  or 
enter  liimself,  or  hire  or  retain  another  subject  or 
citizen  of  the  same  foreign  prince,  state,  colony, 
district,  or  people,  who  is  transiently  within  the 
United  States,  to  enlist  or  enter  himself  to  serve 
such  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district  or  peo- 
ple, on  board  such  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque, 
or  privateer,  if  the  United  States  shall  then  beat 
peace,  with  such  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  dis- 
trict or  people. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Ifany  per- 
son shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales, 
fit  out  and  arm,  ol*  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or 
procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  know- 
ingly be  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out 
or  arming,  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  that 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  any  foreign  prince  or  slate,  or  of  any  colony, 
district  or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities 
against  the  subjects,  citizens  or  property,  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 
or  shall  is.su^  or  deliver  a commission  within  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  she  may  be 
employed  as  aforesaid,  every  person  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisoned  not  more  than  tiiree  years;  and 
every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  lier  tackle,  apparel 
and  furniture,  together  with  all  materials,  arms, 
ammunition  and  stores,  wliich  may  have  been  pro- 
cured for  the  building  and  equipment  thereof,  shall 
be  forfeited;  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer, 
and  the  other  half  td  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if. any  citi- 
zen, or  citizens,  of  the  United  States  siiall,  with- 
out the  limits  thereof,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt 
to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and 
armed,  or  sliail  knowingly  aid  or  be  concerned  in 
the  furnishing,  fitting  out  or  arming,  any  private 
ship  or  vessel  of  war,  or  privateer,  with  intent  that 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  to  cruise, 
or  commit  hostilities,  upon  t!ie  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  tlieir  property,  or  shall  lake  the 
command  of,  or  enter  on  board  of,  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  for  tlie  intent  aforesaid,  or  shall  purchase 
any  interest  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  a view 
to  share  in  tire  pi’ofits  tliereof,  such  per.son,  so  of- 
fending, shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a high  misde- 
meanor, and  fined  not  more  than  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  years;  and 
the  tri.d  for  such  offence,  if  committed  without 
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the  Imiits  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  offender  shall  be  apprehended, 
or  first  brouj^ht. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  per-, 
son  shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  inci’ease  or  aug^ment,  or  procure 
to  be  increased  or  ufc^^mentcd,  or  shall  knowingly 
be  concerned  in  increasing  or  augmenting,  the 
force  of  any  ship  of  war,  cruizer,  or  other  armed 
vessel,  v/l\ich,  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  within  the 
United  States,  was  a ship  of  war,  or  cruizer,  or 
armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people,  or  be- 
longing to  the  subjects-<  r citizens  of  any  such 
prince  or  state,  colony,  district  or  people,  the  same 
being  at  war  with  any  foreign  prince  or  stale,  or  of 
any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom  the 
Uo.lted  States  are  at  peace,  by  adding  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  guns  ofsuch  vessel,  or  by  changing  those 
on  board  of  her  for  guns  of  a larger  calibre,  or  by 
the  addition  thereto  of  any  equipment  solely  appli- 
cable to  war,  every  person,  so  offending,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  shall  be 
fined  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  be 
imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  begin  or  act  on  foot,  or  provide 
or  prepare  the  means  for,  any  military  expedition 
or  enterprize,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against 
the  tendtory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  peo^e,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  [at]  peace,  every  per- 
son, so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding 
tiiree  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more 
than  three  years. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  dis- 
trict courts  shall  take  cognizance  of  complaints  by 
whomsoever  instituted,  in  cases  of  captures  made 
wiihin  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  or  within 
a marine  league  of  the  coasts  or  shores  thereof. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every 
case  in  which  a vessel  shall  be  fitted  out  and  arm- 
ed, or  attempted  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in 
which  the  force  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruizer,  or 
other  armed  vessel,  sliall  be  Increased  or  augment- 
ed, or  in  which  any  military  expedition  or  enter- 
prize shall  be  begun  or  set  on  foot,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  and  prohibitions  of  this  act;  and  in  every 
case  of  the  capture  of  a ship  or  vessel  within  the 
jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  States  as 
before  defined,  and  in  every  case  in  which  any  pro- 
cess issuing  out  of  any  court  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  disobeyed  or  resisted  by  any  person  or 
persons  having  the  custody  of  any  vessel  of  war, 
cruizer,  or  other  armed  vessel  of  any  foreign  prince 
or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people,  or  of 
any  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  in  every 
.such  case  it  shall  l^e  lawful  for  the  president  of 
tlie  United  States,  or  such  oiher  person  as  he  shall 
have  empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such 
part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  his  militia  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  possession  of  and  detaining  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  with  her  prize  or  prizes,  if  any,  in  order  to 
the  execution  of  the  proiiibitions  and  penalties  of 
this  act,  and  to  the  restoring  the  prize  or  prizes  in 
the  cases  in  v.'hich  restoration  shall  have  been  ad- 
judged, and  also  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
carrying  on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprize 
from  the  territories  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  against  the  territories  or  dominions  of  any 


foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district, 
or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at 
peace. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  person  as  he  shall  empower  for  that  purpose, 
to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  oi 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  compel  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel 
to  depart  the  United  States,  in  all  cases  in  which 
by  the  laws  of  nations  or  the  treaties  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  they  ought  not  to  remain  within  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  own- 
ers or  consignees  of  every  armed  ship  or  vessel  sail- 
ing out  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  belong- 
ing wholly  or  in  part  to  the  citizens  thereof,  shall 
enter  into  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  prior  to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  double 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on 
board,  including  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship 
or  vesssel  shall  not  be  employed  by  such  owners 
to  cruize  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  subjects 
citizens,  or  property,  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state, 
or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom 
the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
respectively,  authorized  and  required  to  detain  any 
vessel  manifestly  built  for  warlike  purposes,  and 
about  to  depart  the  United  States,  of  which  the 
cargo  shml  principally  consist  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  when  the  number  of  men  shipped  on 
board,  or  other  circumstances,  shall  render  it  pro- 
bable that  such  vessel  is  intended  to  be  employed 
by  the  owner  or  owners  to  cruizu  or  commit  hosti- 
lities upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property,  of 
any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
at  peace,  until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had 
thereon,  or  until  the  owner  or  owners  shall  give 
such  bond  and  security  as  is  required  of  the  own- 
ers of  armed  ships  by  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  on  the  fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  entitled  “an  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
again.st  the  United  States,”  continued  in  force,  for 
a limited  time,  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  seven,  and  per- 
petuated by  the  act  passed  on  the  twenty  fourth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred,  and  the  act, 
passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  entitled  “an 
act  to  prevent  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
privateering  against  nations  in  amity  with,  or  against 
the  citizens  of,  the  United  States,”  and  the  act, 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeeji,  entitled  “an  act  more  ef- 
fectually to  preserve  the  neutral  relations  of  the 
United  States,”  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  sever- 
ally, repealed:  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  persons 
li.aving  heretofore  offended  against  any  of  the  acts 
aforesaid,  n>ay  be  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  pu- 
nished, as  if  the  same  were  not  repealed;  and  no 
forfeiture  heretofore  incurred  by  a violation  of  any 
of  the  acts  aforesaid  shall  be  affected  by  such  re- 
peal. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  tlie  foregoing  acts  shall  be  constrsed  to  prevent 
the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  any 
piracy  defined  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  20, 1818.  (Signed  as  usual.'; 
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Miscellaneous. 

Treasutiy  cincuLAK. — The  following  has  refer- 
ence to  the  law  of  the  United  States  inserted  in 
page  191 — 

Treasury  department,  ^Bth  JWay,  1818. 

Sifi — The  act  of  congress  concerning  naviga- 
tion, hereto  annexed,  which  is  to  take  effect  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  so  materially  changes 
the  conimerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  colo- 
nies and  territories  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  that 
a due  regard  to  the  convenience  and  interest  of 
those  engaged,  it  requires  that  a construction  of 
tlie  act  should  at  this  time  be  determined. 

According  to  the  term  used  under  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  every  port  or  place  in  the  British 
colonies  and  territores  in  the  AVest  Indies,  and  on 
the  continent  of  America,  must  be  considered  as 
closed  against  vessels  of  the  U.  States  to  which 
they  are  not,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  permitted  to 
carry  on  the  same  trade,  both  in  exports  and  im- 
ports, which  is  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  carried 
on  in  British  vessels  between  the  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  ports  of  any  British  colony  or 
territory. — The  permission  by  act  of  parliament  to 
vessels,  of  the  U.  States,  to  go  in  ballast  to  Turks 
Island  and  bring  away  salt,  or  to  carry  certain  arti- 
cles, cannot  be  considered  as  opening  the  ports  of 
iliose  islands  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  tlie  intention  of  tl'.e  act  of  congress, 
wliilst  British  vessels  are  permitted  to  carry  on  the 
same  trade  in  articles  prohibited  to  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  prohibition 
in  the  first  section  applies  equally  to  vessels  whe- 
ther in  ballast  or  with  cargoes. 

Tlie  form  of  the  bond  required  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  is  hereunto  annexed.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  proper  circumspection  will  be  exercis- 
ed in  requiring  security,  as  much  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  act  will  depend  upon  the  judicious  discharge 
of  this  part  of  your  duty. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sis«,  your  most  obt.  servt. 

WM.  II.  CRAWFORD. 

Collector,  Port . 

Pensions. — From  the  Salem  Gazette — the  super' 
intendant  of  the  pension  office  at  Washington  has 
stinX.  judge  Putnam  about  sixty  certificates  for  pen- 
pensions,  for  one  colonel,  one  major,  three  captains, 
six  lieutenants,  an  ensign,  a surgeon’s  mate,  &c. 

The  declarations  of  all  whose  names  cannot  be 
found  on  the  old  roll  of  the  army  in  the  war  de- 
partment, are  returned  ^ov  f urther  proof- — the  super- 
in tendant  writes  respecting  these,  they  must  “pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  credible  and  disinterested 
witnesses  in  each  case  to  shew  that  the  claimants 
served  as  stated  in  their  own  affiilavils;  the  official 
character  and  signature  of  tlie  magistrate,  who  ad- 
ministers the  oatli,  to  be  authentiuited  in  the  us,ual 
manner.” 

The  declarations  of  all  who  served  in  tlie  navy 
are  returned  for  further  proof;  of  these,  he  says 
“the  records  of  naval  service  during  the  revolution, 
are  so  imperfect  thdt  no  traces  of  their  name.s,  or 
of  ihe  vessels  they  were  in,  arc  to  be  had.” 

The  claims  of  all  who  did  not  serve  nine  months 
at  any  one  period,  are  absolutely  rejected.  Further 
efl’orts  therefore  on  their  part  will  be  vain  and  use- 
less, unless  congi'ess  passes  a new  law. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Orleans  Gazette. 

Siu — By  publishing  the  subjoined  notes  you  will 
confer  an  obligation  cn  vour  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  STXI^LE, 


New  Orleans,  Marcii  5. 

Sir — To-morrow  will  be  a week  that  I am  in 
this  city,  during  which  time  ray  attention  has  been 
necessarily  too  much  absorbed  with  matters  of  bu- 
siness sooner  to  admit  of  my  addressing  you  on  the 
subject  of  this  letter.  That  obstacle  being  now 
removed,  I take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  saying 
to  you,  sir,  that  it  has  been  with  no  small  share  oV 
surprise  I have  seen  in  the  public  Gazettes,  the  use 
you  h-ave  made  of  my  name,  among  otliers,-m  your 
official  communications  with  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

I am  at  a loss  to  conceive  how  such  a procedure 
can  be  justified  under  any  circumstances.  But  for 
my  better  information  and  guidance  in  the  busi- 
nes.s,  I take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  will 
state  to  me  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  the  na- 
ture of  those  circuiT^tances,  and  the  authority  on 
which  you  have  acted.  Respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  STILLE. 

Bev.  Chew,  esq.  collector. 

Collector’s  oi-fice, 

JVew  Orleans,  6th  Jilarch,  1818. 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date, 
I have  to  state,  that  the  information  that  African 
slaves  had  been  purchased  for  Joseph  Erwin,  esq. 
and  yourself,  was  officially  communicated  to  me 
by  letters  from  the  deputy  collector  of  the  district 
of  the  Teche,  dated,  7th  and  28th  August  last, 
with  a request  that  I would  have  both  plantation.s 
searched — this  ray  duty  compelled  me  to  have 
done,  and  it  is  with  readiness  and  pleasure,  I add, 
that  after  the  strictest  examinations  of  both  plan- 
tations, not  one  African,  illegally  introduced,  was 
found;  and  I am  fully  satisfied  tl;e  information  given 
the  collector  of  the  Teche,  .and  by  him  communi- 
cated to  me,  was  totally  unfounded,  so  far  as  Jt  re- 
lated to  Mr.  Erwin  and  yourself.  My  communica- 
tion to  the  lionorable  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  was 
entirely  in  llie  regular  course  of  my  official  duty, 
and  the  publication  of  your  name  and  that  of  Mr. 
F^rwin  was  promptly  disapproved,  and  is  sincerely 
regretted  by,  respeetfullv,  sir,  your  nvist  obedient 
servant,  ’ BEV.  CHEW. 

James  Stille,  esq. 

Boundaries  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 

To  commence  at  the  mouth  of  AVabash  rlvei;, 
thence  up  the  same,  and  witli  the  line  of  Indiana,  to 
the  north  west  corner  of  said  state;  thjence  east, 
with. -the  line  of  tlie  same  state  to  the  middle  of 
lake  Michigan;  thence  north,  along  the  middle  of 
the  said  lake,  to  north  latitude  forty  two  degrees 
thirty  minutes;  thence  west,  to  the  middle  Of 
Mississippi  river,  and  thence  down  along  tlie  irud- 
dle  of  that  river,  to  its  confluence  ivith  the  Ohio 
river,  and  thence  up  tlie  latter  river  along  its  north 
western  shore,  to  the  rnoutli  of  the  AVabash. 

JfIammoih.rr"A.n  idea  is  tin  own  out,  on  the  testi- 
mony of  certain  old  IndiaiiS,  that  tlie  n-iammolh  was 
to  be  found  near  Fort  AVayne,  about  eighty  year.s 
ago.  A letter  from  that  place  slates  that  the  \Vritei- 
is  possessed  of  a tooth  \s'?’ich  he  should  suppos.e. 
had,  three  or  four  years  since,  bee.n  in  the  use  of 
its  original  possessor — some  masticated  food  ad- 
hering to  it,  and  appearing  so  fresh  as  to  be  per- 
fectly distiiiguised  as  such.  The  skeleton  from 
v/lieiice  this  tootli  was  taken  was  expected  to  begot. 

The  Indians  give  some  account  of  the  external 
appearance  and  habitude  of  this  huge  animal - 
They  say,  that  he  was  of  a dark  brown  color,  of 
very  long  hair,  formed  sometliiug  like  a hog,  large 
pendulous  ears,  small  sharp  eyes,  resembling  those 
of  a h.og,  divided  hoof,  very  long  in  proportion  to 
the  width,  and  no  tninjc  like  that  of  the  elephant. 
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I endeavored  to  learn  the  manner  in  which  the 
tusks  were  inserted,  whether  the  curve  was  up  or 
down,  but  could  not  learn  from  them.  They  say 
he  did  not  lie  down,  but  he  rested  leaning  against 
a tree.  His  food  soft  wood,  of  which  he  ate  whole 
trees  of  the  largest  size,  as  well  as  the  small,  and 
was  very  partial  to  the  lynd;  and  that  he  was  in  no 
degree  carnivorous;  that  he  was  not  a great  ram- 
bler; lie  rested  at  night  for  a length  of  time  at  the 
same  spot;  removing  his  nightly  resting  place  only 
from  scarcity  of  food. 

Mines  c-f  Missouri — From  a St.  Louis  paper — 
When  Mr.  Branbury,  the  celebrated  botanist  and 
mineralogist,  explored  this  territory  (in  1811)  he 
discovered  at  the  mines,  in  Washington  county,  an 
immense  body  of  zinc  ores  mixed  with  the  lead 
mineral. — Mr.  B.  remarked  to  the  editor  of  this 
paper,  that  the  bases  of  zinc,  so  abundant  in  this 
territory,  were  very  little  known,  but  would,  at  no 
distant  period,  become  one  of  the  staples  of  our 
country. 

Malleable  zinc  in  sheets,  calculated  for  covering 
houses,  gutter  leaders,  lining  cisterns  or  other 
vessels,  is  much  used  in  the  eastern  states — it  is 
not  subject  to  corrosion  by  the  weather,  nor  crack- 
ed by  the  sun,  as  has  been  experienced  of  copper 
and  other  metals.  We  hope  to  see  the  zinc  of 
Missouri  prepared,  not  only  for  domestic  purposes, 
but  for  exportation. 

J\“e7vsp(iper  anniversary. — It  is  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  years,  this  day,  since  the  first  newspaper 
printed  in  America  was  issued  from  the  press, 
"^fhe  Boston  JVeius  Letter  was  first  printed,  April 
24!.h,  1704.  The  American  Weekly  Messenger  was 
first  printed  in  Philadelphia,  December  22d,  1719. 
In  New  York,  the  JVexv  York  Gazette  was  first  print- 
ed, Oember  16th,  1756.  In  Rhode  Island,  the 
Jthode  Island  Gazette,  October,  1732.  No  paper 
was  published  in  Connecticut,  till  1755 — nor  in 
New  Hampshire,  till  1756 — nor  in  Kentucky,  till 
1787— In  1790,  the  first  paper  was  published  in 
Tennessee. 

Could  the  first  publisher  of  the  Boston  JVews  Let- 
ter have  beheld  in  prophetic  vision  the  numberless 
Gazettes  which  are  now  printed  and  circulated  in 
e very  part  of  the  United  States,  his  astonisliment 
and  pleasure  would  not  have  been  less  than  that  of 
the  I..usiad,  when  Thetis  gave  him  a prospect  of 
his  “nation’s  glories.” — Bos.  Intel.  April  24. 

A lamb  zoithout aflame. — Sir  H.  Davy  has  discover- 
ed that  a fineplatina  wire  heated  red  hot  and  held 
in  the  vapor  of  ether,  will  continue  ignited  a con- 
siderable time.  It  has  since  been  discovered,  that 
if  a cylindrical  coil  of  these  platina  wires  be  pla- 
ced, part  of  it  round  the  cotton  wick  of  a spirit 
lamp,  and  part  above  the  wick,  and  the  lamp  to  be 
lighted  so  as  to  heat  the  wire  to  redness,  on  the 
flame  being  blown  out,  the  alcohol  will  keep  the 
upper  part  of  the  wire  red  hot  for  any  lengtli  of 
^iine,  according  to  the  supply  of  alcohol,  and  with- 
out any  considerable  expenditure  thereof,  so  as  to 
be  in  readiness  to  kindle  German  fungus,  or  paper 
prepared  with  nitre,  and  by  this  means  to  light  a 
sulphur  match  at  pleasure.  Tiie  proper  size  of 
the  platina  wire  is  1-100  of  an  inch;  a larger  will 
give  but  a dull  light,  a smaller  is  difficult  to  use; 
about  twelve  turns  of  the  wire  will  be  sufficient, 
coiled  round  any  cylindrical  body,  suited  to  the 
size  of  the  wick  of  the  lamp. — [^Aurora. 

STBA5r-Ko.vTS.— Allen,  esq.  mcrciiant  at 
'i'riesle  (formerly  of  Fiiiladelphla)  has  had  granted 
to  him  by  the  emperor  of  Austria  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  conveying  passengers  and  merchan- 
dize from  Trie.ste  to  Venice  for  15  years. 
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Travelling. — There  is  a sparing  of  day  time  in 
steam-boat  excursions  in  several  instances,  with- 
out a loss  of  sleep,  as  the  motion  of  these  boats 
does  not  disturb  repose.  The  boats  on  the  line 
between  New  Haven  and  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  New  York  and  Albany,  “fly  by 
night.”  Embarking,  we  have  only  to  exclaim  “to 
New  York”  or  “to  Baltimore,”  and  we  are  trans- 
ported thither  by  the  Genius  of  steam,  while  we  are 
taking  a nap. — \_Pal. 

Emigration. — We  are  informed  that  a vessel  has 
arrived  in  Hampton  roads  with  a cargo  of  Scotch 
weavers  from  Kirkaldie,  in  Scotland.  These  per- 
sons give  a deplorable  picture  of  the  manufactories 
in  Britain. — Petersbyirg  hit. 

French  revolution! — The  London  Courier,  of  the 
30th  March,  says— “We  copy  the  following  from  ther 
Plymouth  paper  which  arrived  this  morning,  with 
infinite  regret.  Among  the  great  and  bad  changes 
VI  hich  the  French  revolution  has  produced,  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  afflicting  is,  that  it  has  shaken  the 
attachment  to  country,  to  thehomes  of  our  fathers,, 
the  graves  of  our  ancestors,  the  altars  of  our  God! 

“We  perceive  with  regret,  that  the  tide  of  Bri- 
tish emigrations  to  America  (the  last  of  all  countries 
zohere  zve  should  like  to  see  Englishmen  settle,')  is  be- 
ginning to  flow  in  this  port  and  many  parts  of  the 
country  around,  to  an  exient  which  threatens  the 
deprivation  of  some  of  our  best  artificers  and  zvork- 
men,  and  includes  even  persons  who,  by  their  si- 
tuation in  life,  might  appear  to  have  no  cause 
zahatever  for  quitting  their  country.” 

Kosciusko. — The  London  Courier  says,  a curious 
dispute  has  arisen  respecting  the  possession  of  the 
remains  of  the  venerated  patriot  general  Kosciuskoo 
'rhe  prince  Tablonowsky  arrived  at  Soleure  on  the 
16Ui  ult.  in  order  to  claim  the  body,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  its  receiving  funeral  honors  in  Poland,  when 
the  general’s  executor  unexpectedly  protested 
against  the  removal,  alleging  that  Kosciusko 
had  expressly  desired  to  be  buried  with  simplicity, 
and  had  chosen  Switzerland  for  the  interment  of 
his  remains.  Thus  the  affair  appears  to  rest  for 
the  present. 

Hydrophobia,  The  plant  called  Alisma  Plantago 
is  celebrated  through  Russia  and  all  Germany  as 
an  unfailing  remedy  for  the  hydrophobia,  even  if  ad- 
, ministered  in  the  most  dreadful  state  of  the  ma- 
lady. Tlie  secret  was  long  known  to  a peasant  in 
one  of  the  interior  provinces  of  Russia,  and  suc- 
cessfully used  by  him,  for  pecuniary  rewards.  In- 
fluenced by  humanity,  at  an  accidental  rencontre 
with  a person  laboring  under  the  disease,  he  pro- 
claimed the  secret,  caused  search  to  be  made  for 
the  plant  and  cured  the  patient.  Many  experi- 
ments of  its  virtue  are  said  to  have  been  made,  all 
which  succeeded. 

Nkgho  TKADixG  sccms  to  be  actively  carried  on 
through  certain  great  villains  holding  their  head 
quarters  in  New  Jersey,  from  whence  we  trust  that 
the  good  people  of  that  state  will  soon  chase  them. 
V vessel  with  36  persons  of  color  has  been  seized 
at  New  Oi’leans  for  not  having  a manifest,  &c.  as 
required  by  law.  She  received  her  cargo  of  human 
beings  near  Pertli  Amboy.  It  is  probable  that  the 
greater  part  of  those  unfortunate  creatures  were 
stolen. 

AVe  are  not  friendly  to  sanguinary  or  severe  pu- 
nishment, but  the  business  of  man-stealing  is  of  so 
base  a character,  that  we  should  like  to  hear  that 
every  man  engaged  in  the  trade — d3^via  Havan- 
na,  or  otherwise,  were  put  to  death,  or  at  least, 
transferred  to  tlie  tender  mercies  of  a dey  of  Al- 
: giers  as  a slave  for  life. 
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C:;^The  editor  is  truly  fearful  that  a poriion  of 
his  readers,  approving  the  matter  in  generalj  may 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  occupancy  of  so  many  pa- 
ges of  the  Register  about  banks  and  banking; 
though  he  considers  it  the  most  important  subject 
that  can  be  at  this  time  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  American  public.  The  toar  agcnnat 
property  rages-  “rags  versus  houses  and  lands 
fills  the  dockets  of  our  courts  of  law-and  legis- 
lators, and  judges,  and  magistrates*  are  so  often 
bribed  by  the  plaintiffs,  that  the  defendants  pass  to 
new  owners  with  very  little  ceremony.  Still,  we 
may  have  “too  much  of  a good  thing/’  and  it  is  our 
intention,  after  one  or  two  numbers  more,  to  allow 
less  space  for  such  discussions,  but  without  the 
shadow  of  a design  of  retiring  from  the  line  of 
conduct  originally  proposed,  or  of  relaxing  in  exer- 
tion to  effect  a cure  of  some  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  Hence,  as  well  as  from  the  uniform 
rule  of  proceeding,  many  [even  to  usj  anonymous 
communications  will  not  be  in  any  way  noticed, 
though  we  feel  disposed  to  insert  and  make  some 
remarks  upon  a letter  signed  “no  bank  director,’ 
and  probably  shall  do  it,  because  he  is  so  anxious 
to  have  it  published!  , , , • 

The  writer  of  the  “paper  system”  concludes  his 
series  to-day— and  the  people  have  decreed  that 
he  deserves  well  of  his  country.  We  are  pleased 
at  his  promise  not  to  abandon  the  great  cause  in 
which  he  has  done  so  much  good. 

*lt  is  enough  to  drive  a man  haif-mad  to  see  how 
the  avenues  to  justice  are  every  where  blocked 
up  by  rags,  even  in  what  I have  delighted  to  call 
“honest  Pennsylvania.”  The  following  happened 
last  week: — a citizen,  in  the  course  of  his  business, 
had  collected  several  hundred  dollars  in  bills  of 
one  of  the  banks  of  that  state;  he  went  to 

the  cost  and  trouble  of  applying  personally  at  the 
bank  to  get  something  like  money  for  them — 
they  gave  him  other  (but  less)  depreciated  rags 
for  about  a third  part  of  what  he  had,  and  for  the 
balance  refused  any  thing,  except  to  exchange  a 
a rag  marked  ^50  for  ten  other  rags  marked  g5,  &c. 
Thus  abused  and  kept  out  of  his  due,  he  respec- 
tively applied  to  the  three  justices  of  the  peace  near- 
est to  the  bank,  to  enter  suits  against  it — each 
iice  refused  to  act!!  nor  would  the  notary  protest 
the  bills!!!  [Query — might  not  those  persons  be 
prosecuted  for  perjury}  or  at  least  be  indicted  for 
an  infamous  combination  against  the  law  of  the 
land?]  Fellow  citiaens!  if  you  are  prepared  to  sub- 
mit to  such  things  as  this,  cap  the  whole  busin.©ss 
at  oncei  make  some  “rag  baron”  your  king:  it  is  bet- 
ter to  have  one  swindling  tyrant  on  the  throne  than 
be  subject  to  the  multitudinous  caprices  of  a 
thousand^  equally  irresponsible  to  honor  and  the 
law. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a due  representation  of 
this  case  will  be  made  to  the  governor  of  Pennsyl 
vania--to  punish  the  guilty  and  relieve  the  state  of 
the  odium  of  such  a vile  transaction. 

I had  just  finished  the  preceding  note  when 
the  following  was  related  to  me,  about  one  of  our 
Maryland  bankrupt-banks.  A gentleman  de- 
manded payment  of  certain  debts  that  it  owed  to 
him^  and  was,  of  course,  refused.  He  annealed  to 

VoL  IV.--— -=^0.  ' 


THE  beginning!  Fayette  county 
other  “free  enquiries”  which  “Franklin  ” (a  wri-.. 
ter  in  the  Genius  of  Liberty)  invites  the  people  to 
make  in  the  selection  of  their  “cahdid^tes  for  le-> 
gislatiVe  offices” — an  important  one  will  be,  whe-* 
ther  the  member  of  congress  be  fridndly  or  tin-* 
friendly  to  the  tJ.  States  bank? 


We  exceedingly  regret  to  postpone  iintil  next 
week,  a very  interesting  article  from  the  Democrat 
tic  Pres^  respecting  the  fates  of  vessels  of  war,  in 
which  certain  misrepresentations  are  completely 
exposed — but  its  value  will  not  in  any  wise  be  im- 
paired by  the  delay. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Niles — ^ 

Sir — While  you  and  yotif  coffe^pdfla 
dent,  in  your  remarks  against  the  bank  of  the  Unit-f- 
ed States,  confined  yourselves  to  the  parent  bank,  I 
felt  no  disposition  to  interfere;  but  now  that  yoiS 
haveattacked  the  bank  established  at  this  place,  id 
which  I am  a director,  I ask  leave  thro*  the 
dium  of  your  Register,  to  correct  several  errors  in 
your  remarks  in  Saturday’s  Register.  I call  them 
errors,  because  I think  you  Would  not  knOwingly 
publish  falsehoods.  Unless  you  have  Changed  very 
materially  in  the  last  seven  years. 

1st.  The  branch  at  this  place  neVef  has  attempt 
ed  to  avoid  or  shovfe  off,  the  payments  of  its  debts---^ 
it  never  has  ’given  a check  or  note  payable  in 
Charleston,  or  elsewhere,  unle.sS  particularly  re-- 
quested  so  to  do  by  the  receiver, — and,  it  receives  no 
notes  on  deposit,  but  the  notes  of  the  parent  bank 
and  its  branches,  and  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  and 
never  receives  or  pays  out  any  notes  less  than  five  doU 
lars  and  has  in  every  instance  when  required  paid 
specie  for  all  checks  drawn  on  ii,  and  you  may 
rest  assured  it  will  continue  to  do  so  while  undef 
its  present  able  executive  officers 

2d.  The  stock  loans.  There  vvefe  no  loans  granW 
ed  on  stock  at  this  branch  until  the  government  of 
the  U.  States  Withdrew  from  the  bank  14,000,000® 
of  the  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock.  IK 
was  then  believed  that  the  interest  of  the  branchy 
as  well  as  that  of  the  community,  justified  suda 
loans, — and  I assert  tnat  no  one  has  ever  been 
disappointed  in  a discount,  in  consequence  of  the 

the  law;  and  the  justice  of  the  peace,  being  an  ho* 
nest  man  not  willing  to  perjure  himseir,  granted 
the  process.  The  parties  met — the  cashier  acknow'^ 
ledged  that  he  believed  his  own  signature  to  the 
notes,  which  were  the  causes  of  action,  Was  ge- 
nuine; but  as  to  that  of  the  president,  who  wasnoE 
“brought  into  court,”  being  absent,  why-^he  Could 
not  express  an  opinion!  Here  is  a piece  of  intpu* 
dence,  indeed — but  so  it  was,  that  a mob  of  direc- 
tors and  dependents  collected  and  so  terrified  the 
gentleman  seeking  his  money,  that  he  finally  sold 
it  to  one  of  them  at  a great  loss,  and  blessed  God 
that  he  was  clear  of  such  a nest  of  money-makers. 
Thanks  be  to  heaven!-- these  things  will  not  b® 
permitted  much  longer.  ' 

*The  exact  amount  withdrawn  was  13,043,767  S3 
-—See  below, 
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’’■oan  on  stock;  and  it  selcloi**  if  ever  happened  that 
a customer  of  the  branch  has  been  disappointed  in 
a discount  when  he  offered  paper  that  was-  approv- 
ed  of.  And  as  to  the  scarcity  of  money  in  TJahiitiore, 
which  you  state  as  unexampled,  I ffiink  you  must 
be  mistaken;  that  is,  if  I may  judg«  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  branch — for,  for  many  weeks  past,  it 
has  donej  all  the  paper  offered  that  was  fully 
approved  by  the  board  of  directors,  though  no 
doubt  some  good  paper  was  rejected;  but  on  that 
subject  the  directors  must  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise an  honest  opinion.  And  I furtlier  assert  that 
there  has  not  been  a note  cut  down  that  was  receiv- 
ed at  the  brunch  as  an  accommodation,  and  that 
the  branch  is  competent  at  present  to  discount  all 
the  real  business  paper  of  the  place,  and  to  con- 
tinue its  full  share  of  accommodation  paper  to  those 
the  nature  of  whose  business  does  not  permit  them 
to  have  real  paper — and  if  there  are  any  persons 
who  think  they  have  been  improperly  refused  a dis- 
count, if  they  will  apply  to  the  writer  hethirdeshe 
can  give  them  such  reasons  for  the  refusal  as  will 
satisfy  any  reasonable  man;  or,  if  there  are  any  who 
would  prefer  stating  their  case  in  your  Register,  I 
will  reply  to  It  in  the  same  way  and  leave  an  impar- 
tial public  to  decide. 

I think  it  proper  to  state  that  I am  not  one  of  those 
you  call  s'tock  speculators,  and  that  the  few  shares 
I now  hold  I subscribed  and  paid  for,  and  that  I 
I have  never  been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned 
in  any  purchase  or  sale  of  the  stock.  TRUTH. 

Baltimore,  June  loth,  1818. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  PRECEDING. 

The  writer  of  “Truth”  has  furnished  me  with 
his  name,  with  liberty  to  give  it  to  any  one  that  I 
“think  proper.”  As  the  article  to  which  it  refers, 
exclusively  (and  without  counsel)  belonged  to 
mybelf,  it  concerns  myself  only,  and  1 sliall  not  think 
it  “proper”  to  give  his  name  to  any  one.  The 
author  is  a director  of  the  office  of  the  hank  of 
the  United  States  in  this  city — a gentleman  that 
1 have  had  the  honor  of  an  acquaintance  with 
for  several  years,  and  who,  [without  an  “unless”]  has 
not  changed  so  “materially  in  the  last  seven  years,” 
as  to  be  mno,  more  than  he  was  then,  capable  of 
“knowingly  stating  a falsehood,”  to  use  his  own 
words,  as  applied  lo^me.  I believe  that  lie  always 
nuas,  and  is,  incapable  of  it:^  he  has  presumed  that 
I was  mistaken — it  may  be  so,  in  some  respects; 
but  it  is  certain  that/ie,  also,  is  mistaken  in  others. 

It  neither  suits  my  private  disposition,  nor  the 
first  rules  of  the  work  that  I have  the  honor  to 
spread  before  so  large  a poi’tion  of  the  American 
people,  to  enter  into  contests  with  individuals,  or 
to  localise  my  remarks  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  gentleman.  Such  things  have  rai*ely  happen- 
ed; and  if  I have  wronged  any  man  in  thought, 
word  or  deed,  I have  never  refused  to  make  an 
honorable  and  just  amende  for  it.  If  1 have  ever 
said  any  thing  i^iich  was  not  true, I have  felt  it  due 
to  myself  to  be  the  first  man  to  acknowledge  and 
most  severely  to  reprehend  it,  and  correct 
the  “error.”  But,  no  fact  has  ever  been  in- 
sinuated in  any  of  my  nu'ucrous  remarks  in  the 
register,”  on  any  subject,  which  I did 
not  believe  was  true — no  faqi  has  ever  been  stated 
without  having,,  as  I supposed,  good  reasons  to  rely 
upon  for  it.  I respect  the  writer  of  “Truth”  sin- 
cerely— but  I respect  the  most  estimable  signature 

*[  make  ihi.s  declaration  because,  thougli  he  is 
known  to  me,  he  is  unknown  to  ihe  public,  that  the 
public  may  fairly  judge  Lretween  ur. 


which  he  has  selected— (holy  “truth”)— much 
more  than  I do  any  man  living;  and  he  will  liberal- 
ly permit  me  to  attempt  to  shew  that  I have  not 
deviated  from  it  either  -wilfully  or  ignorantly,  in 
the  case  now  before  us,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
affair  is  susceptible  of  proof.  But  I labor  under  great 
disadvantages  in  doing  this.  Banking  institutions 
(without  any  particular  allusion  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States)  have  such  a power  over  tlie  public 
mind,  that  very  few  persons  who  knowdedred  facts,  . 
will  voluntarily  suffer  themselves  to  be  used  to 
establish  them.  The  idea  of  an  annihilation  of 
their  business  associates  itself  with  that  of  their 
opposing  the  banks,  as  a thing  of  course:^  And  they 
suppose,  also,  that  a sort  of  a combination  exists 
for  this  purpose.  I believe  that  a director  of  one  of 
the  banks  in  this  city  declared,  (during  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payment,)  that  they  \gneaning  the 
united  banks]  would  ruin  any  man  who  attempted 
to  force  them  to  pay  their  debts.  I cannot  think 
that  he  was  authorised  to  make  such  a declaration; 
but  the  public  mind  was  impressed  with  a full  be- 
lief that  our  banks  had  made  a treaty  of  alliance- 
offensive  and  defensive.  The  same  opinion  was 
held  of  those  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  &c. 

After  this  exposition  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
one,  that,  at  present,  I shall  have  chiefly  to  rely 
upon  myself  to  prove  what  I have  said.  I will  en- 
deavor to  do  this  with  the  courtesy  which  is  due  to 
the  respectable  gentleman  who  has  been  pleased 
to  point  out  my  “errors,”  because  I feel  assured 
that  what  he  has  stated  are  only  “errors.” 

1:  He  says — the  ^'branch  has  given  out  a 

check  or  note  payable  in  Charleston  or  elsewhere,  un- 
less particularly  requested  so  to  do  by  the  receiver B 
Wishing  to  avoid  an  unpleasant  and  unprofitable 
locality  of  facts,  which  I thought  were  notorious  to 
every  one,  at  most  places  where  branches  are  es- 
tablished, I stated  the  case  problematically; — “7way 
give  you  notes  payable  in  Charleston,”  were  my 
words.  But  I now  assure  the  gentleman  he  is  mis- 
taken; and  that  the  word  “Charleston”  was  special- 
ly written,  because  at  the  very  instant  I was  about 
to  make  a general  assertion,  my  son  laid  down  upon 
my  desk  the  proceeds  of  a check  for  a considerable 
amount  [to  me]  which  had  been  paid  to  him  at  the 
office,  in  bills  payable  at  Charleston,  and,  certainly, 
unrequested.  It  is  impossible  that  I can  be  mista- 
ken. It  may  be,  that  they  were  not  given  out  by  de- 
sign, but  it  is  most  certain  that  I received  them. 

1 will  explain  to  the  gentleman  why  the  remark 
was  made — it  has  been  a subject  of  pretty  common 
conversation  in  Baltimore  for  some  time  past,  that 
a bill  payable  here  was  rarely  seen  in  circulation 
here.-j-  The  observation  was  not  first  made  by  me. 

§ I sometimes  have  occasion  to  borrow  money 
for  a few  days,  and  at  other  times  have  the  plea- 
sure of  lending  small  sums  for  short  periods.  It  is 
a fact,  that  a gentleman  who  would  loan  to  me  the 
last  dollar  that  lie  had,  if  I should  require  it,  has, 
from  a fear  of  the  banks,  purposely  omitted  to 
place  my  name  in  his  checks.  Tliis  is  a terrible 
state  of  things.  But  I have  not  deserved  such  a 
compliment,  except  in  a will  to  merit  it,  by  telling 
usiful  truth  as  far  as  I knew  it. 

jAs  1 never  like  to  ascertain  a fact  by  halves — 
I visited  several  retail  stores  in  Market  street,  and 
requested  that  the  proprietors  would  shew  me  t .e 
“United  States’  money”  which  they  hvd,  witho  it 
assigning  any  preliminary  reason  for  my  request. 
I saw  a number  of  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Unite.  :! 
States  and  Us  Ijr.-mclies,  but  found  only  one  that 
j was  payable  in  Baltimore. 
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nor  did  I,  when  I first  heard  it,  certainly  apprehend 
the  scope  of  the  operation  of  the  fact.t  But  Ire- 
collected  that  in  the  little  remittances  made  to  rne, 
jn  “United  Slates’  money”  as  it  is  called,  1 hardly 
ever  received  a note  payable'at  the  place  from  lohence, 
ornearestto  ■zv/iich,  it  tuas  remitted.  I remembered, 
that  a few  days  after  the  branch  at  Boston  went  into 
operation,  that  bills  payable  in  Baltimore  were  pub- 
licly adve’’tised  for  sale  in  the  nev/spapers  there; 
and  I can  furnish  an  account  current  of  a money 
transaction  at  Charleston,  wherein  my  friend  in  Bal- 
timore receives  a credit  of  one  per  cent,  discount 
for  money  of  the  mother  bank^  payable  Bhiladtl- 
phia^  remitted  to  him,  by  his  friend  at  Charleston. 
And  this  day,  I put  the  question  to  several  gen 
tlemen,  “what  sort  of  paper  do  you  receive  at  the 
office?” — the  answer  of  every 'one  [eight  or  ten] 
who  recollected  a transaction  (for  the  notes  are 
used  so  rapidly  that  few  take  time  to  examine 
them)  was  to  this  purport;  that  they  had  seWow,  lat- 
terly received  payment  for  a check  in  U.  S.  bills 
payable  in  Baltimore,  though  they  often  received 
“U.  S.  money,”  at  the  office.  This  hour^  also,  I my- 
self received  payment  for  a check  at  the  office 
here  in  notes  payable,  one  at  Philadelphia,  one 
at  Norfolk  and  two  at  Washington,  though  bills 
payable  at  Baltimore  were  requested.  The  fact 
which  I asserted  is  thus  established,  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  paying  checks  and  drafts;  the  rest  of  the 
matters  stated  are  left  to  the  public  decision,  not 
having’  leisure  nor  inclination  to  particularise.  I can 
fully  account  fi  r the  gentleman’s  error,  by  believ- 
ing, that  (not  being  a speculator  in  the  stock)  he 
has  only  attended  to  what  may  be  called  the  [local] 

4:The  object  of  this  operation,  aidmitting  it  to  be 
general,  and,  indeed,  I must  believe  that  it  is  so, — 
is  this — “rou  -ioill  keep  oiitovii  notes,  we  ivill  keep 
out  YOURS,”  and  thus,  though  the  aggregate  quanti- 
ty desired  is  kept  in  circulation,  a very  efficient 
obstruction  is  presented  to  demands  for  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  bank.  True,  the  notes  issued 
are  received  on  deposit,  and  checks  thereupon  may 
be  paid  in  specie,  if  required,  as  suggested  by 
“Truth” — but  there  is  a delicacy  in  demanding  spe- 
cie for  a check  which  amounts  to  a prohibition  to 
all  except  the  very  rich  or  very  independent  cus- 
tomers of  a bank.  As  paper,  a bill  of  the  Boston 
branch,  if  received  at  Baltimore  on  deposit,  does 
me  the  same  service  as  if  issued  here;  yet  if  I wish- 
ed ?Mon«’y  for  it,  I could  not  require  it.  But  every 
, one  the  least  conversant  with  banking  business  will 
see  the  effect  of  this  operation,  and  confess  that  it  is 
wonderfully  calculated  to  accomplish  the  purposes 
designed. 

It  is  the  great  secret  of  banking  to  keep  the  bank 
bills  in  circulation  with  the  least  chance  of  a de- 
mand being  made  for  their  payment.  It  has  been 
notoriously  the  practice  of  some  of  the  little  mo- 
ney shops  that  started  up  when  banking  honor  was 
buried  in  the  unfortunate  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments the  very  moment  that  they  had  the  paper 
prepared,  to  hire  a parcel  of  decent  looking  horses 
and  well  looking  men  to  carry  it  into  far  countries, 
and  “truck”  it  off.  Seethe  report  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  page  39,  &c.  It  is  the  grand 
confederated  banking  mystery  “io  relieve  one  rag 
•with  another. 

(Cf’Capt.  Symms—see  “Chronicle,”  believes  that 
the  earth  is  hollov/  and  habitable  within,  and  per- 
haps  inhabited!— His  design  of  exploring>the  hol- 
Imv,  may  afford  some  peti\  banks  an  opportunity 
of  sending  oft  their  notes  so  far  that  they  will  ne- 
ver return,-  which  would  be  a grand  speculation! 


legislative'^  business  of  the  board  session;  in 
whicli,  I feel  pretty  confident,  he  has  been  favorable 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  middle  classes. 

2.  **  The  stock  loans.  There  were  no  loans  granted 
on  stock  at  this  branch  Until  government  of  the 
United  States  ruithdre'w  from  the  bank  14,000,000  of 
the  United  States  & per  cent  stock f &c.  Whatever 
the  gentleman  says,  which  I presume  he  must  know, 
I accept  as  “truth,”  and  respectfully  bow  to  it. 
But  still,  I think,  there  is  some  mistake  here,  at 
any  rate,  it  may  be  well  to  examine  the  matter 
about  the  stock  notes, — and,  as  a cashier  of  one  of 
our  banks  said  to  me  a few  days  since,  when 
speaking  of  the  essays  which  had  appeared  in  the 
REGISTER  on  banking,  the  exa.mination  may  be  “like 
a good  sermon  at  church;  which,  if  we  cannot 
exactly  apply  it  to  ourselves  we  can  always  find 
some  neighbor  that  it  will  suit.”  I have  not  said 
■tliat  stock  notes  were  originally  granted  at  the 
branch  establisiied  here;  and  the  gentleman  says 
they  were  not  “wR«37”the  United  States  withdrew 
the  14  millions.  This  branch  being  so  far  excul- 
pated (and  I had  not  condemned  it),  we  must  fix 
the  practice  somewhere  else;  for  such  notes  were 
assuredly  received  before  the  United  States  with- 
drew the  “14,000,000.” 

The  stock  of  the  bank  Was  to  consist  o.f  sevet\- 
millions  in  spede*  and  twenty-one  millions  ia  stocks 
of  the  United  States,  or  other  specie,  besides  {lie 
government  shares.  This  was  the  law;  these  were 
the  express  conditions  on  wliich  the  charter  was 
granted.  Have  they  been  fulfilled.? 

The  subscription  books  were  opened  July 
1816,  when  ^5  in  specie  and  25  in  stock  sliould 
have  been  paid  ia — the  second  instalment  \vas  due 
January  1,  1817,  where  ^10  in  specie  and  25  in 
stock  when  required;  and  the  third  and  last  instal- 
ment was  due  July  1,  1817,  and  the  like  payments 
required  as  for  the  second.  At  this  time  the  law 
presumed  that  the  bank  would  possess  the  actual 
sum  of  twenty  eight  millions  in  cash  and  stocks 
of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  the  7 millions 
of  stock  specially  created  for  the  subscription  on 
behalf  of , the  United  States.  I venture  to  say 
that  it  never  possessed,  siiany  one  time,  much  more 
than  one  half  of  the  capital  as  designated  by  law. 

If  we  get  a faithful  report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  obedience  to  certain  resolutions  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  at  its  last  sitting, 
[and  I trust  that  we  will  get  such  a report]  W3 
shall  not  have  to  grope  about  quite  so  much  iu  the 
field  of  conjecture,  or  argMe  from  ir.ference,  as 
we  now  have  to  do;  for  every  body  knows  that  ilie 
secrets  of  the  banking  house  are  faithfully  pre- 
serveclfirom  the  uninitiated.  But  to  make  the  best 
use  of  the  few  facts  that  we  have: 

Qn  the  first  day  of  July,  1817,  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  have  had  twenty  eight  mil- 
lions in  cash  or  stocks,  besides  the  7 millions  sub- 
scription of  the  government — but  the  cavital  may 
have  been  as  follows: 

la  specief  2,500,000 

United  States  stocks  13,043,767  13 


16,543,767  13 

Stock  NOTES,  for  balance  11,456,232  87 

28,000,000  00 

II  I use  this  word  “legislative,”  as  appropriate  t o 
the  word  “executive,”  use2.  by  the  writer  oi 
“Truth.” 

*(Xj=  Please  to  mark  the  words  in  Italic. 

|Or  notes  oi  specie  paying  banks so  c, idled*. 
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I feel  confident  that  the  allowance  for  the  “s/»ec/e” 
is  liberal— general  rumor,  not  always  to  be  depend- 
ed on,  gave  the  origi?i al  s\xm  in  stock  notes,  ns  capi- 
tal, at  twelve  millions;  add  the  25  per  cent,  advance 
pn  the  stock  as  allowed,*  and  we  have  a gross 
amount  of  about  fifteen  millions  in  stock  notes,  as 
heretofora. calculated— [see  present  vol.  page  21, 
occ.]  The  amount  of  the  United  States  stocks  is  de 
termined  by  the  purchases  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. See  tlie  dociiiments  accompanying  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  congress,  vol. 
XIII.  page  264.  The  losses  occasioned  to  the 
United  States  by  getting  of  the  bank  only  thirteen 
instead  of  fwCTuy-o/ae  millions,  as  “we  the  people” 
had  a right  to  expect  to  get,  are  explained  in  the 
present  volume,  page  21.  But  we  got  “ALL”  that 
the  bank  had — See  vol.  XIII,  page  242,  for  the  se- 
ci'etary  of  the  treasury’s  assertion  of  tins  fact. 

Common  fame  says  that  several  large  subscribers 
were  accommodated  with  promises  to  pay,  in  lieu 
cd' payment,  for  the  first  instalment! — I have  not  any 
reason  to  believe  that  this  was  the  case — It  is  hard- 
ly possible  to  believe  that  it  was  sufiered; — but  it. 
is  perfectly  notorious  that  much  of  the  second  in 
stalment,  payable  January  1,  1817,  was  paid  by 
stock  notes  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver  and  stock  of  the 
United  States.  Whether  there  were  any  such  ac- 
commodations at  tlve  Baltimore  branch  I do  not 
know — The  gentleman  says  that  there  were  none 
“until  the  government  of  the  United  States  with- 
drew its  14  [13]  millions” — the  accommodations, 
then,  of  certain  stockiiolders  were  receiv- 

ed for  the  instalment  of  January,  from  the  mother 
bank  or  from  some  other  branch,  for  every  body 
knows  that  they  were  received  (as  well  as  for  the 
third  instalment)  from  some  quarter.  The  United 
Slates  retired  no  part  of  their  stock  that  had  been 
paid  into  the  bank  as  capital,  *‘until”  Aprib,  and 
I believe,  but  cannot  say  positively,  not  *^until  in 
or  after  .hdy,’*  when  the  whole  bank  capital  should 
have  been  paid,  and  stock-notes  must  have  become 
useless,  as  to  enabling  any  one  to  pay  for  his  stock. 
Tlie  heading  of  the  treasury  document  (see  vol. 
XIII,  page  264)  designates  the  stock  as  purchased 
from  the  “Isi  of  April  to  the  1st  of  Sept.  1817 — 
which,  though  it  shews  us  that  none  was  purchased 
TiEroiiE  April,  leaves  us  in  the  dark  as  to  the  exact 
time  when  it  was  purchased.* 

The  board  has  not  only  an  undoubted  right,  but 
is  it  also  its  duty  to  “exercise  an  honest  opinion” 
as  to  the  responsibility  of  paper  offered  for  discount. 
I stated  the  fact  as  to  the  great  scarcity  of  money 
from  the  seemingly  universal  clamor;  many  of  my 
acquaintance  have  complained  of  a deprivation  of 
Iheir  expected  accommodations  from  the  office,  and 
some  regretted  that  they  had  ever  opened  accounts 
there.  The  persons  wiUi  whom  I converse  are  ge- 
nerally of  the  productive  class.es,  or  of  moderate  and 
regular  businesses.  But  such  is  the  nature  of  the 
case  that  any  of  those  who  have  spoken  to  me  on 

^Reflection,  and  some  little  calculation,  led  me 
to  fix  an  oplni'.  n that  no  part  of  the  smek  that  be- 
longed to  tlie  bank  was  purchased  befoue  July, 
1817.  It  was  very  agreeable  to  find,  just  as  this 
sheet  was  going  to  press,  that  that  opinion  was 
founded  on  correct  principle.s;  for  an  examination 
of  the  treasury  books  at  Wasliington,  made  at  mv 
requ  st,  shews  tlrat  the  stock  alluded  to  vv  s pur- 

ch:  S (1  BK'I  WEEK  JULT  AND  SEPTEWBEIt  LAST — t'HIEF- 

LF  IN  sEi’TEMiJF.ii:  that  is,  cliieflv  in  at  least  two 
nronths  afer  the  wboie  capital  of  tl;e  bank  should 
shiou'.d  have  been  paid  in. 


subject,  must  not  be  named — to  use  the  language 
of  one  of  them,  “their  hand  is  in  the  lion’s  mouth, 
and  they  must  get  it  out  as  easily  as  they  can.** 
The  often  experienced  candor,  and  sincerity  and 
plain  dealing  of  the  writer  of  “Truth,”  convinces 
me  that  he  himself  has  acted  from  the  honorable 

motives,  and  on  the  broad  ground,  stated but 

the  word  “approved”  of  may  have  been  applied 
by  others  in  a sense  different  from  that  in  w’hich 
he  would  apply  it,  if  it  were  left  to  him,  individual- 
ly. Who  are  approved?*^ The  idea  has  gone 

forth  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
designed  to  regulate  the  business  of  all  the  state 
banks,  but  that  of  persons,  in  business,  in  general. 
This  may  be  inferred  from  a celebrated  fact  which 
I published  in  these  words  in  February  l&si — see 
page  4: 

“But  the  exchange  is  not  equalized,  and  it  seems 
designed  to  convert  that  great  establishment  into 
a vast  broker* s office,  where  money  may  be  bought 
and  sold  as  in  the  little  shops  that  now  abound  in 
our  country.  Already,  an  office  at  one  place  re- 
fuses to  take  the  note.s  of  an  office  at  another,* — in 
some,thc disgracefd fact  exist.s  (or has  existed)  that 
premiicms  are  charged  for  drafts  on  others;  at  others 
the  accommodation  of  drafts  is  refused  (i.  e.  the 
equalization  of  exchange  is  denied)  to  any  except 
those  who  keep  their  accounts,  or  do  business  ex- 
clusively with  such  offices,  to  secure  a monopoly:  for 
which  purpose  they  have  ‘ black  lists,”  referring 
to  them  to  ascertain  whether  such  facility  may  be 
granted  or  not.  Such  reference  has  been  made  in 
Baltimore — and  an  application  for  a pitiful  sum,  in 
a draft  on  Philadelpliia,  refused — after  an  observa- 
tion by  a clerk,  on  looking  at  his  alphabet,  “you 
don’t  keep  your  entire  account  here,  and  we  reserve 
such  things  for  o\xr particular  frieiids,**  or  words  to 
that  effect — thus  defeating  one  great  [apparent] 
object  of  the  institution.  This  seems  to  be  a common 
case  I have  heard  of  a dozen  in  a day  or  two.” 

To  conclude — for  really  I cannot,  dare  not,  occu- 
py the  whole  Register  with  the  business  of  bank- 
ing [thougli  think  it  the  most  important  subject  that 
has  come  before  the  people  of  the  United  States 
since  the  adoption  of  their  constitution, ] some  may 
have  expected  more  from  the  bank  spoken  of  than 
it  could  perform;  but  the  “truth”  is  that  the  public 
hope  has  been  sadly  disappointed. 

The  gertleman  is  not  one  of  those  that  I call 
“bank  speculators” — it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
he  has  “paid”  for  his  shares.  He  says  so;  and  the 
list  of  subscribers  that  I have  shews  that  he  took 
only  a few,  which  he  was  well  able  to  pay  for,  with- 
out an  accommodation  on  them.” 


The  paper  system — No.  VIL 

[Last  of  the  series.] 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

Sir,— Having  in  my  last  letter  detailed  the 
modes,  manner,  and  means  by  which  bank  charters 
have  sometimes  been  obtained,  I will  now  proceed 
to  explain  how  their  capitals  are  for  the  most  part 
constituted. 

A few  honest  tradesmen,  and  persons  having  a 
little  money  to  spare,  are  persuaded  by  the  know- 
ing ones — i!.e  speculators — to  subscribe,  and  these 
ia  reality  are  the  only  subscriptions  that  are  ever 
pci  ' until  the  time  arrives,  when  the  great  spocu- 

* pui  u.  l rei'oLiuion,  possibly  though  a expo- 
sin.  of  the  reprehensible  practice,  has  been  effect- 
ed in  this  respect,  since  the  date  of  our  extract,, 
and  the  opposite  extreme  is  used  to  accomplish  a 
similar  purpose! 
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Jators  can  sell  out  to  advantage.  The  residue  is 
taken  by  a knot  of  speculators,  and  directors,  to 
the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  nay  in  some 
particular  cases  millions  of  dollars,  for  which  in 
reality  they  never  advance  a farthing  of  real  value. 
The  first  operation  of  the  bank  is  to  discount  for 
these  persons,  to  enable  them  to  pay  each  instal- 
ment as  it  becomes  due.  For  these  discounts  the 
speculators  pledge  their  script,  and  gives  notes  of 
hand,  renewed  ad  infinitum.  It  is  important  to  dis- 
sect this  plausible  security,  on  the  validity  of  which 
the  people  are  eventually  to  rely,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  a great  portion  of  the  notes  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  scrip  thus  pledged,  is  simply  the  re- 
presentative of  the  very  instalment,  for  which  it 
has  been  pledged.  It  is  merely  pledging  one  piece 
of  bank  paper,  for  the  payment  of  another  piece  of 
bank  paper!  Thus  this  mighty  pledge,  is  nothing 
but  the  simple  process  of  borrowing  of  a man 
some  ofhis  own  money,  to  pledge  as  security  for 
its  payment— except  that  paper  is  here  the  sub- 
stitute for  money.  The  esfChange  is  fair  enough 
between  two  individuals  for  their  mutual  accom- 
modation; but  when  it  is  practised  as  in  the  case 
of  the  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  peo- 
ple with  a semblance  of  real  capital  where  none  ex- 
ists, whatever  may  be  its  polite  denomination  in 
banks  and  brokers*  shops,  it  is  nothing  but  arrant 
swindling.  For  let  it  be  remembered,  that  unless 
the  capital  of  a bank  is  bona  fide  paid  in,  its  scrip 
is  of  no  real  value  whatever,  and  the  only  security 
the  public  has  for  the  stability  of  an  institution  so 
constituted,  is  the  personal  security  of  the  specu- 
lators. If  by  practicing  the  usual  arts,  by  which 
public  credulity  is  made  subservient  to  the  gains 
of  the  worthless,  the  stocks  of  the  banks  can  be 
raised  above  par,  the  speculator  sells  out  and  pays 
the  bank;  but  if  on  the  contrary  it  should  depre- 
ciate by  any  accidental  insiglit  into  the  true  state 
of  the  matter,  he  cannot  redeem  his  pledge,  the 
bank  fails,  or  goes  on  secretly  renewing  debts  to 
the  public  which  it  can  never  pay.  Thus  it  is 
clearly  perceived  that  the  basis  of  the  present  pa- 
per system,  is  nothing  more  than  the  responsibility 
of  a knot  of  desperate  speculators,  dependent  al- 
together on  the  public  credulity  for  their  existence, 
and  who  will  break,  and  run  away  or  take  the  be- 
nefit of  some  convenient  bankrupt  law,  wherever 
the  bubble  shall  burst.  The  system  sir,  is  a paper 
system  throughout — paper  guarantees  paper  on 
all  sides — speculators  bolster  up  brokers,  brokers 
are  cats-paws  to  bank  directors — and  it  is  in  vain 
that  we  look  for  what  alone,  can  and  ought  to  be  the 
basis  of  a monied  institution.— silver  and  gold.  The 
system  is  not  even  gilded  on  the  outside,  and  like 
very  gudgeons  we  swallow  the  naked  hook. 

Suppose  sir — one  may  suppose  almost  any  thing, 
not  impossible  in  this  age  of  banks  and  bankrupt- 
cies-.-Suppose  one  of  the  great  speculators  in  the 
stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  should 
fail,  in  debt  to  the  bank  a million  and  a half,  for 
money  borrovved  o/the  bank,  to  pay  his  instalments 
to  the  bank.  Imagine  that  in  order  to  prevent  the 
depression  of  the  slock  by  such  an  amount  coming 
all  at  once  into  the  market,  the  remainder  of  the 
knot  of  speculators  assume  the  whole,  pledging  in 
like  manner,  the  scrip,  and  their  own  notes  of  hand 
for  the  payment — renewable^  until  they  can  sell  out 
to  a great  profit.  Imagine  then  that  the  additional 
weight  of  stock,  thus  j assumed  by  the  remainder, 
and  the  additional  discounts  required  to  enable 
them  to  retain  this  enormous  amount,  till  the  bub- 
ble is  fully  blown,  should  bear  so  heavily,  that  the 
directors  of  the  institution,  at  length  begin  to 


tremble  at  the  situation  in  which  they  had  thus 
placed  the  nation  and  the  stockholders,  who  had 
appointed  them  to  a trust  which  they  had  thus 
shamefully  abused  and  betrayed — that  they  should 
at  length,  to  make  the  best  of  a desperate  case,  re- 
fuse  to  renew  their  accommodations  to  the  specu- 
lators— and  demand  the  payment  of  these  millions. 

In  such  a case,  might  not  the  exaggerated  wealth 
of  the  mightiest  of  these  mighty  speculators  prove 
inadequate  to  this  sudden  emergency?  Might  not 
his  property— nay,  is  it  not  quite  certain  that  it 
would — fail  under  the  unexpected  pressure  of  this 
enormous  debt,  when  sacrificed  as  property  always 
is  in  such  cases?  Far  be  it  from  me  sir,  to  insinuate 
the  remotest  possibility  of  men  whom  the  world 
gives  credit  for  being  worth  millions,  being  in  re- 
ality and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  bankrupts — 
and  still  further  be  it  from  me  to  even  hint,  that 
the  men  of  real  substantial  wealth,  have  already 
quietly  sold  out,  and  realized  a moderate  profit  on 
their  stock,  leaving  the  bank  entirely  to  these  beg- 
garly speculators  in  millions,  w^ho  if  the  stock  were 
by  any  chance  to  fall  below  par,  would  be  bank- 
rupts to-morrow.  Thus  is  the  public  left  with  the 
security  of  ^ scrips  depending  for  its  value,  on  the 
pledges  of  men,  who  in  turn  are  dependent  on  this 
very  scrip,  for  the  means  of  redeeming  their  pledg- 
es! Such  sir,  is  the  situation  of  a great  portion  of 
the  newly  erected  banks.  Destitute  of  any  real 
capital,  they  are  every  day  increasing  debts  to  the 
public,  to  an  amount  almost  beyond  the  reach  of 
calculation,  while  the  besotted  people  continue  to 
take  their  notes  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they  - 
were  silver  and  gold,  although  one  every  day  hears 
of  banks  becoming  openly  insolvent,  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  In  addressing  a people  thus 
voluntarily  bowing  to  wholesale  imposition — so  do- 
cile in  submitting  to  be  cheated  by  every  piece  df 
pictured  paper — I feel  as  if  I were  wasting  my 
time,  and  occupying  a space  in  your  valuable  paper, 
that  might  be  devoted  to  more  salutary  purposes. 
This  letter  shall  therefore  conclude  the  series  for 
the  present,  and  like  many  'a  well  meaning  man,  I 
must  sit  down  and  solace  myself  with  the  exam- 
ple of  poor  Cassandra,  whose  prophecies  though 
always  fulfilled,  were  never  believed,  until  it  was 
too  late. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  that  the  present  system 
of  banking  can  endure  five  years.  It  cannot  imj^ise 
on  the  people  much  longer,  and  ifit  could,  it  would 
perish  by  its  own  corruptions.  A little  while,  and 
it  will  become  necessary  for  the  banks  to  pay  spe- 
cie, and  then  will  their  solvency  be  severely  tested. 

It  will  not  be  long  before  some  great  question  will 
be  agitated,  and  decided  in  this  country — 

“Some  village  Hampden,  that  with  dauntless  breast, 

“The  little  tyrant  of  his  fields  withstood— 

Will  enrol  his  name  among  the  benefactors  of 
his  country,  by  prosecuting  these  privileged  gentle- 
men who  do  hot  choose  to  pay  their  debts  like 
other  people,  and  finally  ascertain  whether  the  spi- 
rit of  justice  yet  wakes  in  this  bank-ridden  land. 
But  say  the  jackalls  of  the  banks — we  do  not  re- 
fuse to  pay  specie — we  pay  every  body  that  asks  for 
it.  True  sir,  but  it  is  well  known,  that  whoever 
dares  ask  for  it  is  from  that  time  a marked  man — 
he  becomes  obnoxious  to  a body  of  men  that  can 
destroy  him  if  he  be  a trader — mechanic  or  mer- 
chant— and  which  will  assuredly  make  an  example 
of  the  offender,  in  order  to  deter  others.  What 
unheard  of  insolence  then,  to  pretent  to  pay  spe- 
cie, and  annex  a penalty  to  the  demand. 

The  belief  of  the  generality  of  banks  being  able 
to  pay  now  or  at  any  future  period  the  amount  of 
‘ their  debts  in  specie,  is  worthy  of  the  people  who 
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have  submitted  to  the  galling  impositions  of  the 
paper  system.  The  reckless,  and  unprincipled 
issue  of  notes,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  make 
such  enormous  dividends,  will  forever  preclude 
them  from  the  possibility  of  specie  payments. 
There  is  not  specie  sufficient  in  the  wliole  universe, 
to  redeem  the  paper  of  England  and  America. 
True  it  is,  that  the  difference  between  banknotes 
and  specie  is  but  a few  percent,  just  now,  but  only 
let  the  public  conlidence  in  this  paper  system  be 
once  fr.irly  shaken,  and  one  shi^ll  then  s6e  the  real 
difference  in  tlie  value  of  specie  and  banknotes. 
Thefirs'  will  be  worth  twice  as  much  as  now,  and 
the  latter  will  be  worth  nothing — it  will  gradually 
sink  as  the  public  confidence  is  withdrawn  from  it, 
and  finally  like  continental  money,  be  stowed  away  in 
old  pocket  books,  to  remind  the  owner  of  past  delu- 
sions, and  afford  another  lesson,  from  wffich  his 
posterity  will  derive  no  benefit. 

Among  the  many  privileges  of  chartered  banks, 
that  of  running  in  debt  to  three  times  the  amount, 
and  only  being  liable  for  the  amount  of  its  capital, 
is  not  tiie  least  prcposterofus.  I should  like  to 
know  by  what  authority  any  legislative  body  can 
thus  exempt  men  from  the  payment  of  their  debts 
— are  not  all  men  obliged  to  pay  their  debts,  or  sub- 
mit to  the  disgrace  of  open  palpable  bankruptcy,'* 
Yet  here  is  a case  where  men  may  grow  rich  out  of 
the  spoils  of  the  bank,  and  then  quietly  retire, 
leaving  the  funds  of  the  institution,  no  matter  what 
they  are,  to  answer  for  debts  to  three  times  their 
amount.  I am  no  great  special  pleader  sir,  but  I W’ili 
venture  to  say,  that  such  a practice  is  at  war  with 
every  principle  of  law,  equity  and  common  sense. 
It  is  a privilege  abrogated  by  its  own  palpable  ab- 
surdity—by  its  direct  opposition  to  all  the  laws  and 
customs  of  general  society — and  above  all  by  its 
unequalled  parliaiity  and  injustice.  You  will  for 
give  this  digression,  but  the  truth  is,  that  as  I ad- 
vance into  the  subject,  so  many  points  of  folly, 
injustice,  iniquity  and  abuse  present  themselves, 
that  l am  embarrassed  with  a multiplicity  of  ma- 
terials. 

I have  little  doubt  but  it  will  be  argued  by  ma- 
ny, ’Jiat  the  banks  will  in  time  acquire  a basis  of 
real  property,  by  exchanging  rags,  for  houses  and 
lands^  and  the  creditors  be  thus  secured  in  the 
last  resort.  But  sir,  let  it  fie  remembered,  that 
when  tlie  time  arrives,  that  the  banks  must  &,eil 
their  real  property  to  pay  their  debts,  a state  of 
things  will  occur,  fatal  to  its  value.  Universal  dis- 
lre.ss,  doubt,  apprehension  and  dismay, will  deter 
almost  every  man  from  purchasing, — all  will  be 
sellers,  where  none  will  be  found  to  buy,  and  the 
consequence  be  that  the  banks  will  never  be  able 
to  realize  the  amount  for  which  this  property  was 
originally  pledged.  Thus,  the  debtor  bank,  and 
the  holder  of  its  notes,  will  share  one  common 
fate,  and  wide  spread  distress,  difficulty,  and  rnin 
be  scattered  over  this  smiling  land.  This  is  no 
fancy  picture.  In  the  event  of  a loss  of  confidence 
in  bank  paper,  which  must  very  soon  result  from 
tire  present  mode  of  administering  the  great  paper 
system — and  wiien  the  public  shall  cease  to  be- 
lieve in  this  new  doctrine  of  tlie  transubstantiation 
cfrags  into  silver  and  gold,  the  demand  on  the 
banks  for  specie  will  he  general— consequently  the 
sale  of  real  property  pledged  to  them  will  be  ge- 
neral. The  inevitable  consequence  of  such  a vast 
property  being  all  at  once  thrown  into  the  market, 
will  be  a depreciation  in  the  land,  almost  equal  to 
that  of  paper  money. 

But  sir,  tlie  advocates  of  the  true  paper  faith — 
who  believe  against  the  experience  of  all  ages,  and 


the  evidence  of  facts  occurring  every  day — will 
tell  me  that  this  catastrophe  of  ihe  paper  systemic 
so  distant  as  to  pass  the  limits  of  a distinct  antici- 
pation— that  it  is  like  the  end  of  the  world, — 
nobody  thinks  of  predicting  it  but  crack  brained 
enthusiasts,  laboring  under  the  delusion  of  fancied 
inspiration.  Sir,  they  may  tell  us  so— but  they  don’t 
believe  it — they  know  better — they  feel  that  the 
bubble  will  soon  burst— the  knowing  ones  are  at 
this  moment  quietly  extricating  themselves  from 
the  consequences  that  will  soon  take  place,  by  ex- 
changing their  bank  stock  for  real  property,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  WTetched  beggars,  or  dupes,  lo  stand 
Ihe  storm  \vhen  it  shall  come.  jYot  only  this  sir, 
but  the  more  prudent  banks — those  that  really  merit 
confidence,  and  mean  to  pay  their  debts,  are  gradual- 
ly "ivithdrawing  their  notes  from  circulation,  but  at  the 
same  time  are  too  many  of  them  practicing  a most  un^ 
pardonable  imposition  on  the  public,  by  assisting  to 
circulate  the  tiotes  of  petty  banks,  umvorthy  of  the 
public  confidence.  I'he  consequence  -will  be,  that  ere 
long  the  great  mass  of  notes  in  circ%dation,  ivill  be 
those  of  the  most  loorthless  and  unprincipled  institu- 
tions, tvhich  never  meanmg  to  pay  their  debts,  are  anx- 
ious to  run  m debt  to  the  public  as  deeply  as  possible. 
And  here  sir,  a most  momentous  question  arises, 
which  I hope  to  see  one  day  decided  in  this  coun- 
try. Whether,  tfie  bank  which  thus  pays  me  a 
debt  with  the  notes  of  another  bank,  does  not  in 
effect  guarantee  the  validity  of  these  notes.'* — Com- 
mon sense  says  yes — and  justice  says  yes — and  ana- 
logy will  full>  justify  the  doctrine.  If  I pay  a man 
a debt  in  counterfeit  dollars,  am  I not  liable  to  be 
made  to  pay  it  again,  whether  1 know  of  the  coun- 
terfeit or  not.?  If  I pass  away  a note  of  hand  receiv- 
ed from  another,  am  I not  obliged  to  guarantee  the 
payment  of  the  note — and  does  not  this  rule  run 
through  every  transaction  of  business.?  Under  what 
statute  of  law,  or  principle  of  justice,  then  do  these 
banks  hope  to  escape  the  penalty  which  every  in- 
dividual incurs  in  similar  cases,  and  how  will  they 
screen  themselves  from  the  consequences  of  thus 
paying  their  debts,  in  the  worthless  paper  of  our 
insolvent  banks?  Let  them  reflect  seriously  on  this; 
and  assure  themselves,  that  as  yet,  there  is  no  pow- 
er in  this  country  that  can  exonerate  either  indi- 
viduals or  corporations  from  the  operation  of  the 
fundamental  and  inflexible  principles  fhat  lay  at 
the  root  of  eyery  system  of  law. 

Such  sir,  are  the  great  features  of  the  present 
paper  system,  as  I have  faithfully  endeavored  to  de- 
lineate them  in  this  and  the  preceeding  letters. 
It  was,  and  is  still,  my  intention,  to  develope  some 
of  the  moral  effects,  certainly  not  the  least  import- 
ant consequence  of  this  system,  that  have  fallen 
under  my  observation.  II ut  this  I shall  postpone 
awhile,  for  T am  conscious  that  your  liberality  in  af- 
fording me  so  large  a portion  of  yoiu*  valuable  paper,^ 
has  been  not  a little  inconvenient.  My  letters  have 
been  too  long — but  the  honest  truth  is  that  the  sub- 
ject opened  so  many  views  of  mischief,  that  I 
hardly  knew  where  to  begin,  or  wffere  to  end.  For 
the  present,  I shall  conclude  this  series  with  a few 
observations,  leaving  it  to  you,  to  bring  forward 
those  statements,  which  your  practical  knowledge, 
and  more  extensive  sphere  of  observation,  may 
have  enabled  you  to  collect. 

I think  1 have  given  sufficient  proof  in  the  course 
of  these  letters — that  the  paper  system  under  its 
present  slovenly,  not  to  say  unprincipled  character, 
is  highly  injurious  to  every  class  of  people  but  one 
—to  wit,  the  band  of  brokers,  bank  directors  and 
speculators.  It  impoverishes  every  order  of  mei^, 
by  diminishing  the  value  of  the  gains  of  honesit 
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jabor by  enhancing  the  price  of  every  article  of 

necessity,  without  affording  any  equivalent  advan- 

by  seducing  the  farmer  into  ridiculous  and 

ruinous  prodig.\lity  and  speculation,  to  which  he 
finally  falls  a victim— by  rendering  it  impossible 
for  the  manufacturer,  to  exist  in  consequence  or 
the  high  price  of  his  materials — by  lessening^  at 
least  one  halt,  the  real  value  of  incomes  arising 
from  any  permanent  source— and  by  depriving  our 
gallant  sailors  and  soldiers  of  one  half  the  coinforts 
they  could  procure,  if  their  pay  were  not  diminish- 
ed in  that  proportion,  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
medium  in  which  they  are  paid.  The  advocates, 
and  those  who  revel  in  the  corruptions  of  the  sys- 
tem, dare  not  deny  this — they  only  hug  theinselves 
in  the  security  of  public  credulity,  and  legislative 
folly  or  corruption,  and  smile  with  contempt  on  the 
ineffectual  resistance  of  a few  dispersed,  and  im- 
poverished victims.  . 

But  respice  Gentlemen — look  to  the  luevi.. 

able  fate  foretold  in  the  examples  every  day  occur- 
ing,  but  which  are  so  immaterial,  of  so  little  con- 
sequence to  the  people  that  they  pass  without  no- 
tice. If  the  city  editors  make  any  remarks  on 
them,  they  assuredly  forfeit  their  discounts  the 
bank  directors  will  throw  out  their  notes,  and  en- 
join it  upon  all  their  wretched  dependents  on 
^change,  to  withhold  their  advertisen^ents  from 
the  impertinent  meddlers.  A year  or  two  ago  a 
bank  failed  in  Alexandria  indebted  to  the  public 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars — another  in  New 
York  state  in  the  same  predicament— and  the  other 
day  we  heard  of  a similar  catastrophe  happening  lo 
two  banks  to  the  westward — the  German  bank  of 
Wooster— and  the  Farmers  bank  at  Canton.*  It  is 
no  wonder  sir — banks  wiUiQut  caph  ul,  administered 
by  people,  who  even  if  they  are  honest,  are  igno- 
rant of  the  first  principles  of  banking,  or  by  hun- 
gry unprincipled  speculators  determined  to  grow 
rich  at  the  expense  of  the  public — must  and  will 
fail,  the  moment  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  in 
specie.  Foi’  my  part,  1 wonder  they  don’t  nearly  all 
fail, for  fail  they  most  assuredly  will  ere  long— leav- 
ing it  to  the  good  people  of  these  United  States,  to 
pocket  their  losses, — to  wonder  at  their  delusion— 
and  to  fall  victims  to  the  very  next  bubble,  that 
may  be  set  afloat.  1 take  my  leave  for  the  present, 
with  a repetition  of  my  thanks  to  you,  for  your  ex- 
ertions in  a righteous  cause— for  the  good  you 
have  done  already — and  for  that  which  1 am  satis- 
fied you  will  yet  perform-  Whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  our  joint  labors,  for  the  public  benefit, 
it  will  always  be  to  me  a source  of  honest  pleasure, 
to  recollect  that  I was  once  a fellow  laborer,  in  a 
good  cause,  with  a man,  who  I have  ever  noted, 
as  always  to  be  found  administering  those  princi- 
ples and  supporting  those  doctrines,  most  condu- 
cive to  the  glory  and  happiness  of  our  native  land. 
You  will  hear  from  me  occasioually,  when  I shall 
be  furnished,  as  I have  been  promised,  with  a free 
and  true  exposition  of  the  occult  mysteries  of 
brokering,  banking  and  speculating,  as  they  are 
now  generally  practised.  Be  assured  I will  not  let 
this  subject  rest,  until  some  of  the  evils  of  the 
system  are  cured,  or  all  hope  of  cure  is  lost. 

* My  friend  might  have  added  three  in  Mary- 
land that  are  *‘as  good  as  gone,”  and  several  in 
Pennsylvania  that  are  preparing  to  “give  up  the 
ghost**  The  same  is  to  about  to  happen  in  other 
places.  I pray  the  people  who  owe  these  banks  to 
collect  their  notes  and  settle  off,  whilst  such  notes 
are  yet  received  in  payment-^and  then  “be  at 
quits”  foreter  with  them. 


Fourth  of  July  Societies. 

An  old  patriot  (judging  by  his  hand  writing),  has 
sent  the  following  600  miles  to  me.  It  is  insert- 
ed wdth  pleasure,  and  may  furnish  matter  for 
future  remarks. 

Mr.  JV'iles.— You.  have  done  so  much,  sir,  to- 
wards inspiring  the  American  people  with  a proper 
national  pride,  that  it  may  appear,  in  some  degree, 
a trespass  upon  your  patriotic  and  philanthropic  ; 
principles  to  invite  the  application  of  your  efficient 
exertions  into  a new  channel.  1 will  not  say,  sir, 
that  you  liave  inspired  the  naval  officers  of  the 
United  States  with  the  noble  spirit  which  actuates 
them — It  would  be  an  injustice  to  thew,  so  to  say. 
But  I believe  it  may  be  truly  said  you  have  done 
much  towards  enlightening  the  public  mind  with 
an  adequate  sense  of  their  invaluable  services.  I 
believe,  also,  that  those  who  are  delighted  with 
the  prospect  of  the  extinction  of  political  parties 
in  the  United  States,  owe  more  to  the  officers  of 
the  AmericaB  navy  for  that  result,  whether  consi- 
dered as  in  itself  beneficial  or  not,  than,  on  the 
one  hand,  would  be  willingly  acknowledged,  or 
than,  on  the  other,  there  is  any  desire  of  claiming. 
The  extinction  of  the  late,  or  if  you  please,  of  the 
present  political  parties,  is,  or  would  be,  a nation- 
al blessing.  All  the  good  they  could  have  done  is 
already  done.  All  the  evil  is  comparatively  little, 
and  may  now  unquestionably  terminate.  The  re- 
sult is  to  be  ascribed,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
more  to  our  glorious  naval  victories  t!)an  to  any 
other  single  cause.*  I can  compare  it  to  nothing  .so 
aptly  as  to  a long  contest  between  nations,  or  be- 
tween individuals,  where,  after  volumes  of  negoci- 
ations  or  correspondence,  the  difference  is  at 
length  definitively  settled  by  a treaty,  or  a bond 
for  the  payment  of  a given  sum.  Parties  will 
undoubtedly  arise,  and  it  is  for  the  public  good 
that  they  should  arise.  But  they  ought  to  be  en- 
tirely new  parties;  both  as  to  their  principles,  and 
as  to  their  objects,  and  ultimate  views. 

I am  not  apprehensive  that  what  I am  about  to 
suggest  will  have  a connection  with  p .rty  vie\v.s  of 
any  kind.  I rather  presume  that  all  will  unite  in 
the  object,  without  animosities,  or  collision  cf 
sentiment.  It  relates  to  the  celebration  of  the  na- 
tional anniversary. 

Some  person  at  Washington,  with  laudable  and 
generous  viev.'s,  has  proposed,  not  so  much  the 
extinction^  as  the  absorption,  of  all  anomalous  and 
detached  associations,  whether  for  patriotic,  or  be- 
nevolent, or  scientific  purposes,  into  one  great  in- 
stitution. The  name,  “fouuth  of  julx  societibs,” 
has  been  suggested.  Without  reference  to  tl;e 
particular  name,  1 cannot  h esitate  in  saying  that  the 
object  is  worthy  of  promotion, 

*The  editor  trusts  that  henever  has  suffiei  cd  an 
opportu^iity  to  pass  without  improving  it,  to  th.s 
best  of  his  skill  and  ability,  to  honor  our  invalua- 
ble seamen,  v'hose  labors  have  been  so  splemlidly 
productive  of  national  character— but  the  army 
must  not  be  cast  in  the  shade;  it  contained  as  gal 
lant  spirits  and  devoted  hearts  as  ever  carried  t'le 
“bunting”  over  the  deep,  and  maintained  us  severe 
combats  with  tiie  enemy.  But— certainly,  as  t!'c 
navy  was  one  of  the  points  of  policy  about  Vyldch 
parties’diffiered — its  victories  over  England,  though 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  solemnly  declared 
it  “immoral  to  rejoice  at  them,”  had  a most  pow- 
erful tendency  to  affiliate  the  people;  one  party, 
through  a gratification  of  the  pride  of  opinion; 
the  other,  in  the  positive  results  of  its  operations; 
hence,  my  correspondent  may  be  entirely  correct. 
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Baltimore  might  reasonable  comprehend  fifty 
literary  societies.  They  might  all  adopt  the  anni- 
versary of  the  national  independence  as  their  par* 
ticular  anniversary.  They  might  all  be  in  affilia- 
tion with  other  societies  of  a similar  character 
throughout  the  unjon.  By  a principle  of  aggre- 
gation, an  association  of  a superior  grade,  com- 
prehending a whole  state,  might  be  raised;  not  es- 
sentially varying,  in  the  arrangement,  from  the 
masonic  institution,  excepting  that  in  this  case 
there  is  no  reason  lor  any  sort  of  concealments  or 
eecrecy. 

May  I hope,  sir,  that  the  anniversary  of  1818 
may  be  distinguished  by  the  rise  of  five  or  six  so- 
cieties of  this  description  in  Baltimore?  May  I 
also  hope  that  the  anniversary  of  1819  may  witness 
not  merely  an  extention  of  the  principle  in  Balti- 
more, but  the  comprehension  of  the  whple  state  in 
one  scientific,  patriotic,  and  benevolent  fraternity? 

If,  sir,  you  could  aid  and  foster  the  growth  of 
literary  affiliated  associations  throughout  the  union, 
all  celebrating,  by  processions  and  other  ceremo- 
nies, the  fourth  of  July,  I think  you  would  deserve 
as  much  credit  for  it  as  the  founder  of  the  pana-’ 
THEN.EA  in  Qreecej  though  the  name  of  the  insti- 
tutior  of  that  festival  may  perhaps  have  become 
evanescent  in  history. 


Letters  from  South  America. 

[COMMVKICATED  FOR  TUB  WEEKLY  REGISTER.] 

Buenos  Ayres  f SdJlIarch,  1818. 
I)EAn  sill— -I  had  scarcely  set  my  foot  on  shore 
when  I vyas  informed  that  the  schooner  Piattsburg 
would  certainly  sail  the  next  day  for  Baltimore, 
and  being  anxious  to  embrace  so  fayorable  an  op- 
portunity of  merely  informing  my  friends  of  my  ar- 
rival in  health  at  this  place,  and  of  some  few  par- 
ticulars I had  then  heard,  I wrote  immediately— 
Since  then  I learp  that  the  vessel  has  been  detain- 
ed in  consequence  of  our  arrival,  and  will  probably 
be  detained  until  our  commissioners  have  an  in- 
terview with  the  supreme  director,  which  maybe 
in  a day  or  two;  to-morrow  we  are  to  be  presented 
to  the  secretary  of  state;  after  y/hich  our  political 
intercourse  will  commence. 

The  mail  which  arrived  yesterday  in  twenty-five 
days  from  St.  lago.  Chili,  brings  intelligence  that 
the  Spanish  army,  which  it  was  expected  would  In- 
vade Chili  from  Peru,  had  not  then  arrived.  The 
combined  forces  of  the  patriots  now  in  Chili,  un 
der  San  Martin  and  O’Higgins  amount  to  about 
eleven  thousand,  about  nine  thousand  of  whiph  are 
said  to  be  well  disciplined  and  excellent  troops, 
particularly  the  horse,  which  are  so  useful  in  that 
country,  and  which  are  about  fifteen  hundred 
strong.  San  Marlin  writes  in  good  spirits,  and  de- 
clares himself  t^  be  more  than  a match  for  any 
force  the  Spaniards  can  bring.  The  expected  Spa- 
nish army,  is  said  to  consist  of  no  more  than  four 
thousand;  and  that  they  expect  yery  confidently 
1-.)  add  considerably  to  their  numbers  by  enlist- 
ments, and  large  accessions  in  the  country  thro’ 
which  they  may  pass — but  the  better  opinion  is, 
that  in  this  the  royalists  will  be  much  disappoint- 
ed. Gen.  Brayer  is  with  the  anny  of  O’tJiggins 
which  he  in  fact  actually  commands  and  stands 
high. 

There  is  at  present  no  government  in  Chili  but 
that  of  the  supreme, director,  who  is  O’Uiggins,  or 
rather  of  San  Martin,  who  is  tlje  commander  in 
chief,  having  the  supreme  director  under  him  as 
his  lieutenant.  O’Higgins  is  now  in  St.  lago,  and 
is  said  will  remain  there  continuing  in  the  com- 


mand of  the  army  pro  forma,  which  is  in  fact  exer- 
cised by  Brayer.  Carrerk  and  others  say  that  so 
long  as  the  country  is  so  much  threatened,  and 
surrounded  as  it  is  at  present  by  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  the  royalists,  the  government  of  Chili 
had  better  remain  as  it  is,  suspended,  or  its 
formation  postponed;  and  that  so  soon  as  the  roya- 
lists are  drawn  entirely  off  and  there  is  no  further 
danger  from  them,  the  people  will  no  longer  sub- 
mit to  San  Martin,  but  have  a government  of  their 
own.  The  people  of  this  country,  and  I am  told 
there  is  little  difference  between  the  general  cha- 
racter of  any  particular  section,  are  said  to  be  very 
unanimous  in  the  resolution  to  maintain  to  the 
utmost  theiv  independence;  but  as  to  civil  govern- 
ment and  municipal  regulations,  all  seems  as  yet 
to  be  disorder,  dai’kness  and  confusion.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  procure  information  of  any  sort  as  to  the 
state  of  things,  and  that  which  you  do  get  has 
seemed  to  me  to  be,  ail  of  it,  more  or  less  disco- 
lored or  distorted  by  prejudice,  passion  or  animo- 
sity. A gentleman,  apparently  intelligent  and  the 
friend  and  intimate  acquaintance  ofArtigas,  has  just 
left  me,  who  represents  that  singular  warrior  whose 
very  name  is  a terror  to  this  government,  as  one 
of  the  most  deserving  and  worthy  patriots  of  all 
the  country.  His  person  and  aspect,  said  he,  is 
noble,  open  and  commanding,  and  altho*  he  is  the 
commander  in  chief  of  a considerable  extent  of 
country  and  population,  he  is  poor  and  denies  him- 
self all  indulgencies  and  ornaments  that  can  be 
dispensed  with — one  day  I could  but  notice  his 
coat,  which  was  an  old  one  darned  in  several  pla- 
ces, patched  at  the  elbows  and  without  epauletts; 
he  observed  that  I was  eyeing  his  coat  and  said, 
you  see  I am  poor,  yet  I have  five  thousand  dollars 
the  public  chest,  but  it  must  all  go  to  purchase 
^rms,  for  we  have  many  enemies  and  are  determin- 
ed to  be  independent  and  free;  I have,  it  is  true,  a 
better  coat,  but  can’t  afford  to  wear  it  every  day. — 
Artigas,  continued  he,  has  not  what  is  called  a 
cultivated  mind,  but  he  has  a vast  fund  of  common 
sense;  he  was  never  known  to  be  in  a passion,  or 
to  skulk  from  any  danger,  however  great,  which  it 
was  necessary  to  encounter  in  order  to  effect  his 
purpose.  He  wishes  for  ^ confederation  of  states 
similar  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  is  firmly 
resolved  on  accomplishing  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  his  cQuniry.  A friend  complimented 
him  by  comparing  him  to  Washington — No,  here- 
plied,  there  is  no  Washington  in  this  country — the 
iitlle  finger  of  that  illustrious  man  would  cause 
ail  to  go  right — would  to  God  we  ha4  a Washing- 
ton to  direct  apd  to  lead  us! — Such  is  the  charac- 
ter of  Artigas  as  drawn  by  a friend,  flis  enemies 
describe  him  as  ^ blopd  thirsty  Goth — yet  all  admit 
that  there  is  as  much  or  more  justice  and  order  on 
the  pther  side  of  the  river  as  on  this,  and  that  the 
attachment  of  the  people  on  the  eastern  side  to 
Artigas  is  unanimous  and  warm.  As  to  the  scene 
and  the  people  by  which  I ant  surrounded,  I would 
no'.’as  yet  venture  an  opinion;  indeed  where  every 
thing  is  so  new,  it  would  be  difficult  at  once  tp 
make  up  any  tolerably  correct  views  on  the  moral, 
social  or  political  pondition  of  the  people — I have 
been  repeatedly  told,  that  the  superstition  and  ig- 
norance of  the  people  is  gross  in  the  extreme,  but 
tliat  they  are  getting  more  liberal—Under  the 
regal  government  there  was  to  be  met  with  but 
one  instance  in  which  any  thing  like  an  election 
was  at  all  visible,  that  was  in  the  election  of  the 
alcalde;  it  is  then  no  wonder  that  they  should  be 
Ignorant  of  the  importance  and  nature  of  elections; 
but  in  this  too  the  people  improve.  A.t  the  first 
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election  for  officers  of  the  Calzabo  or  city  council- 
men,  there  were  not  six  hundred  votes  taken,  at 
the  last,  there  were  noore  than  six  thousand,  and  in 
despite  of  executive  influence,  some  of  the  most 
respectable  citizens  of  the  city  were  elected — but 
still  the  progress  is  slow.— Under  the  colonial  go- 
vernment the  importation  of  books  was  prohibited, 
and  the  circulation  of  even  ^ foreign  newspapers 
brought  here  by  chance  was  dangerous;  many 
books  of  all  sorts  are  imported,  and  there  are  four 
newspapers  printed  in  the  town,  issuing  once  or 
twice  a week.  Artigas,  I was  told,  had  declared 
he  would  send  for  a printing  press  as  soon  as  he 
could  afford  it— for  there  is  no  such  thing  under  his 
government  at  present.  The  people  are  said  to  be 
naturally  sprightly,  active,  kind,  social  and  docile. 
Their  declaration  of  independence  has  not  merely 
announced  to  the  world  a revolution  in  their  poli- 
*ca/institutions,  but  to  a person  who  contemplates 
the  scene  here,  it  would  seem  to  do  more, — to  be  a 
manifesto  of  a resolution  to  transport  themselves 
from  one  state  of  social  existence  into  another, 
entirely  new— SiW  agree,  however,  in  saying,  that  the 
general  state  of  the  people  has  improved  and  con- 
tinues to  improve. 

Our  arrival  here  has  excited  great  interest  with 
all  classes,  and  the  very  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  is  said,  are  highly  delighted  with  it — and 
that  in  consequence  of  our  arrival  only,  it  is  that 
the  present  supreme  director  has  been  suffered  to  * 
remain  in  office;  he  has  either  done  wrong  or  the 
people  have  got  tired  of  him;  and  I have  been  as- 
sured would  certainly  have  been  turned  out  in 
three  da>s  more  had  notve  arrived.  The  con- 
gress  is  now  in  session.  It  is  said  they  debate  but 
little,  and  latterly  have  held  most  of  their  delibe- 
rations with  closed  doors.  The  congress  consists 
of  but  one  chamber,  composed  of  thirty-two  mem- 
bers— as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  elected,  or 
as  some  will  have  it  appointed  by  the  management 
of  the  director,  I must  describe  it  to  you  when  T 
have  obtained  more  minute  and  accurate  infor- 
mation. By  the  Plattsburg  I have  sent  you  a copy 
of  Funes*  history  of  this  country,  which  you  can 
perhaps  make  interest  with  some  bookseller  to 
have  translated  and  republished;  it  is  the  best  and 
only  faithful  account  of  this  country — and  brings 
down  its  history  to  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
volution. The  author,  it  is  said,  has  actually  writ- 
ten the  history  of  the  revolution  also  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  but  finds  it  not  safe  or  convenient  to 
publish  it  just  now. 

The  press  here  is  ostensibly  as  free  as  in  our 
country,  but  is  at  present  under  the  actual  surveil- 
lance of  the  government.  I liave  sent  you  by  Mr. 
Deforest,  a few  of  each  of  the  public  papers  print- 
ed here,  with  such  other  public  documents  as  I 
have  been  able  to  procure;  on  each  of  which  I have 
noted  in  the  margin  its  general  character,  as  I am  in- 
formed by  an  intelligent  friend;  for  I have  not  had  a 
moment  to  spare  to  glance  an  eye  over  any  of  them. 

4th  March — This  day  at  twelve  o’clock  the  com- 
missioners made  their  respects  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  Tagle,  who  is  said  to  be  a sensible  man, 
it  was  a visit  merely  of  ceremony — to  morrow  at 
the  same  hour  they  are  to  make  their  respects  to 
the  supreme  directors,  and  on  the  next  day  it  is 
said,  that  the  congress,  the  Calzabo,  the  Padros, 
&c.  are  to  wait  on  them,  after  which  I suppose  they 
will  begin  to  talk  of  business. 

Carrera  gave  me  letters  to  his  wife,  sister  and 
several  friends  here,  none  of  whom  I have  yet  seen 
r— I am  told,  that  his  sister  is  one  of  the  most  sen- 
sible and  accomplished  women  of  this  country. 


The  Plattsburg,  is  is  now  said,  will  certainly  leave 
this  to-moiTow,  I must  therefore  close  this,  I fear, 
unintelligible  scrawl,  for  I have  written  as  I could 
snatch  a moment,  and  in  scraps  as  I heard  matters 
which  I thought  might  be  relied  on,  or  as  they  ap- 
pered  interesting. 


Legislature  of  New-Hampshire. 

The  legislature  of  New-Hampshire  convened  on 
the  8d  inst — each  branch  is  republican.  The  votes 
given  at  the  late  election  for  governor  were  31,465 
—gov.  Piumer  had  18,674  and  is  re  elected.  Jere- 
miah Mason,  esq.  had  6,850,  and  William  Hale  esq. 
5,019.  The  two  latter  were  federalists. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate. 

And  house  of  representatives. 

It  has  long  been  the  practice,  and  is  considered 
the  duty,  of  the  executive  magistrate  of  this  state, 
early  in  each  session  to  recommend  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  legislature,  such  subjects  as  appear 
to  him  of  public  utility,  and  which  require  the 
further  aid  of  the  legislature  to  promote  aiid  Se- 
cure. 

The  ultimate  object,  which  legislators  ought 
constantly  to  keep  in  view,  and  to  which  all  their 
proceedings  should  be  subservient  is  the  happiness 
of  the  people.  As  our  government  was  “instituted 
for  the  common  benefit,  protection  and  security 
of  the  whole  community,  and  not  for  the  private 
interest  or  emolument  of  any  one  man,  family  or 
class  of  men,^  if  the  interest  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people  actually  requires  amendments  to  our 
laws,  although  they  may  operate  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  a few,  or  to  a class  of  men,  we  are  bound 
to  make  those  amendments.  The  welfare  of  so- 
ciety requires  that  the  prosperity  of  the  manp 
should  be  preferred  to  the  conflicting  interest  of 
the  few.  And  we  are  under  high  obligations  to 
our  constituents,  not  only  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  duly  executed,  but  to  improve  and  perfect 
our  civil  institution-s,  so  as  to  render  them  con- 
formable to  natural  justice  and  to  the  actual  state 
of  society. 

Upon  these  principles,  permit  me  to  recommend 
a few  subjects,  which,  from  their  importance,  ap, 
pear  to  merit  your  candid  and  faithful  considera^ 
tion. 

A spirit  of  litigation,  instead  of  being  repressed, 
appears  to  meet  with  encouragement  in  various 
parts  of  the  state  The  great  number  of  law-suits, 
(many  of  which  are  trivial)  and  their  expense  and 
delay  rain  many  of  the  suitors,  who  after  being  re- 
lieved from  imprisonment,  by  taking  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath,  become  a burthen  to  society.  The 
annual  expense  of  suits  in  this  state  is  immense, 
and  the  tax,  levied  in  this  way,  falls  with  oppres- 
sive weight  upon  a class  of  people  least  of  all  able 
to  bear  it.  If  the  legislature  should  assess  an  annu- 
al tax  of  the  same  amount  upon  the  people,  for  any 
useful  purposes  whatever,  a spirit  of  murmuring 
and  complaint  would  pervade  every  part  of  the 
state.  And  has  not  the  government  some  reason 
to  apprehend  that  evil  consequences  may  result 
from  the  vast  number  and  expense  attending  those 
suits.?  If  states  are  secure,  only  in  proportion  as 
the  great  body  of  the  people  are  contented  with 
their  situation,  and  attached  to  the  laws  and  insti- 
tution.s  of  their  country,  it  is  sureJy  our  interest  as 
well  as  our  duty  to  render  the  people  happy,  by 
diminishing  their  burthens  and  thus  increasing 
their  attachment  to  the  laws  and  to  the  govern- 
ment. And  in  doing  this,  it  is  more  safe  to  pre- 


290  NILES’  REGISTER -JUNE  20,  ISIS- LEGISLATURE  OF  N.  HAMPSHIRE. 


vent  discontent  by  removing-  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint, than  to  eradicate  it  when  once  established. 

In  every  state  of  society,  law-suits  must  neces- 
sarily exist;  but  their  number  and  expense,  and  the 
loss  of  time  in  attending  them  may  be  diminished, 
without  endangering  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  or 
making  great  changes  in  our  judicial  system.  With 
this  view,!  recommend,  that  the  superior  court  of 
judicature  should  in  future  have  the  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction of  all  real  actions.  It  is  well  known,  that 
almost  every  action  of  this  description  is  now  car- 
ried to  the  superior  court  for  their  decision — few, 
if  any,  are  ultimately  decided  in  the  common  pleas. 
Why  then  subject  suitors  to  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pense of  commencing  such  suits  in  the  common 
pleas,  when  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  that  court,  or 
either  of  the,  parties  to  compel  the  other  to  have  a 
trial  there,  or  disclose  the  facts  on  which  he  relies.?^ 

1 would  also  grant  to  the  superior  court  original  con- 
current jurisdiction  of  all  personal  actionsy  where 
the  sum  demanded  in  damages  shall  be  fifty  dollars 
or  more.  These  provisions  would  save  to  the  suit- 
ors the  fees  for  entry,  travel,  attendance,  appeal 
and  copies  at  the  inferior  court,  and  the  delay  re- 
sulting from  the  present  practice,  all  of  which  are 
very  considerable.  And  as  a compensation  for  the 
additional  duty,  thus  imposed  upon  tlie  justices  of 
the  superior  court,  grant  them  an  additional  salary, 
equal  to  the  fees  of  entry  of  those  actions  [except 
a certa:in  portion  to  the  clerks]  which  would  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  judges  without 
taxing  the  public  treasury. 

As  the  superior  court  have  authority  to  grant 
new  trials,  in  the  nature  of  a review,  in  cases 
where  it  appears  to  them  that  substantial  justice 
has  not  been  done,  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
allowing  a review  in  all  civil  cases,  appears  to  me 
doubtful.  It  is  not  only  attended  with  great  expense 
and  long  delay,  but  encourages  litigation,  if  not 
false  swearing.  The  losing  party  having  discover- 
ed what  testimony  his  case  requires,  is  under 
strong  inducements  to  procure  it.  In  criminal 
prosecutions,  even  when  affecting  the  life  of  a citi- 
zen, only  9ne  trial  is  permitted;  and  does  not  the 
interest  of  society  require,  that  litigation  respect- 
ing property  should  terminate  as  speedily  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  claims  of  justice.'*  A neighboring 
state,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  judges  of 
its  supreme  court — a court  long  and  justly  cele- 
brated for  its  legal  science — has  recently  repealed 
its  law  which  allowed  reviews  in  all  civil  cases.  I 
think  sound  policy  requires  us  to  imitate  their  ex- 
ample. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  le- 
gislature, by  the  law  of  the  27th  of  June,  1816,  to 
prohibit  suitors  appealing  from  judgments  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  in  personal  actions,  where 
the  sum  demanded  in  damages  should  not  exceed 
fifty  dollars;  but  it  has  been  found  by  experience, 
that  the  provisions  of  that  statute  do  not  prevent 
defendants  from  appealing  from  such  judgments;  I 
therefore  recommend  a revisal  of  the  law  on  that 
subject. 

The  mulliplicity  of  small  vexatious  suits  requires, 
redress.  Instances  have  occurred  where  the  cost 
has  been  more  than  one  hundred  times  as  large  as 
the  debt.  To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  evils, 
I know  of  no  remedy  more  effectual,  than  to  prohi- 
bit plaintiffs  from  recovering  any  costs  unless  they 
recover  damages  to  a certain  specified  amount. 
Such  a law  would  not  only  relieve  the  poor  from 
oppression,  but  compel  them  to  be  more  punctual 
in  the  payment  of  their  small  debts:  for  credit  be- 
ing necessary  to  their  subsistence,  they  would  find 


greater  punctuality  requisite  to  support  it.  Still 
farther  to  check  the  baneful  progress  of  such  suits, 

I recommend  that  a law  be  passed,  enacting  that  if 
a plaintiff  in  a civil  suit  appeals  from  the  judgment 
of  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  shall  noton  the  appeal 
recover  judgment  for  more  damages  than  the  jus- 
tice awarded,  the  defendant  shall  recover  his  costs; 
and  in  case  a defendant  shall  appeal  from  the  jus- 
tice’s judgment  and  not  obtain  judgment  in  his  fa- 
vor, the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  double  costs. 

In  many  cases  penalties  and  forfeitures  are  annex- 
ed to  the  breach  of  particular  statutes,  and  autho- 
rity given  to  any  person  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute suits  for  the  recovery  of  those  forfeitures;  one 
moiety  for  his  own  use,  and  the  other  for  the  state, 
county,  town,  or  corporate  body.  Persons  com- 
mencing such  suits,  usually  do  it  either  from  a col- 
lusion with  the  offender,  from  avarice,  or  for  the  gra- 
tification of  private  revenge — motives  unworthy  of 
those  who  ought  to  be  intrusted  with  the  executiou 
of  the  laws.  Hence  of  the  suits  thus  commenced, 
the  state  or  any  corporate  body,  has  seldom  or  ever 
received  its  moiety  of  the  penalty.  Yet  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  instances  have  frequently  occurred, 
in  which  our  penal  statutes  have  been  violated,  to 
the  injury  and  oppression  of  individuals.  At  the 
last  session  I recommended  this  subject,  as  well  as 
one  in  relation  to  Criminal  prosecutions,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature.  In  addition  to' 
what  1 then  stated,  permit  me  now  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  so  amending  the  laws,  as  to  deprive 
individuals  of  the  right  to  commence  qui  tarn  ac- 
tions, in  all  cases  were  the  penalty  exceeds  the  ju- 
risdiction of  a justice  of  the  peace;  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  attorney  general  to  prosecute  by  indict- 
ment such  offenders  as  the  public  interest  requires; 
and  giving  the  whole  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  state, 
county  or  corporate  body.  In  that  case,  the  known 
character  of  the  attorney  general  and  of  the  grand 
jurors,  would  afford  protection  against  vexatious 
prosecutions,  and  insure  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws.  If  such  a mode  should  be  adopted,  you  will 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  providing  that  a summons, 
instead  of  a capias,  should  issue  against  the  accused; 
and  liberty  given  him  to  appear  and  plead  person- 
ally or  by  attorney,  and  if  found  guilty,  either  on 
default  or  trial,  execution  to  issue  against  him  .as 
in  civil  suits.  Considering  the  nature  of  some  of 
our  penal  statutes,  and  the  probable  ill  health  of 
some  who  may  be  accused,  it  would  partake  of  too 
much  severity,  to  require  their  personal  attendance 
at  court. 

There  is  another  liubject,  connected  with  the 
amelioration  and  improvement  of  tjie  condition  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  which  merits  your  considera- 
tion. I mean  that  of  the  imprisonment  of  debtors. 
Their  confinement  within  the  walls  of  a prison  pays 
no  debt,  and  instead  of  increasing,  diminishes  the 
means  of  payment.  The  loss  of  the  labor,  indus- 
try and  talents  of  useful  citizens,  thus  deprived  of 
their  liberty,  not  only  d^resses  their  ambition,  but 
often  subjects  towns  to  the  charge  of  maintaining 
their  families,  made  destitute  by  the  absence  ol 
those  who  usually  provided  for  them.  Jn  ancient 
times,  and  in  countries  less  civilized  than  our  own, 
the  power  of  the  creditor  over  the  body  of  the 
debtor  was  almost  unlimited.  Even  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  early  stages  of  our  government,  the 
debtor  was  strictly  confined  within  the  walls  of 
the  prison.  The  laws  at  that  time  afforded  him  no 
relief;  he  was  imprisoned  for  life,  unless  he  paid 
the  debt,  or  was  liberated  by  the  humanity  of  his 
creditor.  A long  period  elapsed  before  a prison 
yard  was  established,  in  which  the  debtor,  by  giv- 
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mg’  bond,  was  permitted  to  breat!ie  the  common  air 
without  ihe  limits  of  the  prison  house;  or  before  in- 
digent debtors  were  authorized,  in  any  case,  to 
make  oati»  tb6y  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts; 
even  then,  an  uirfeeiing  creditor  had  authority  to 
retain  his  debtor  during  life,  by  paying  a small  sum 
ifor  his  weekly  support.  To  the  honor  of  the  state, 
this  power  of  the  creditor  over  his  debtor,  has  been 
recently  annulled;  and  certain  portions  of  his  pro- 
perty, requisite  to  support  life,  exempted  from  at- 
tachment. 

Great  as  these  improvements  are,  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  of  natural  justice,  requires  further 
legislative  paid.  We  are  bound,  not  only  to 
protect  the  rights  of  creditors  against  the  frauds 
of  debtors,  but  to  shield  the  latter  against  the 
the  unjust  severity  of  the  former.  Our  laws  still 
authorize  the  creditor,  after  taking  the  greatest 
part  of  the  debtor’s  property,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty  by  confining  him  in  prison,  without  af- 
fording him  the  means  of  subsistence;  and  if  poor 
and  friendless,  he  will  be  unable  to  obtain  even  the 
liberty  of  the  prison  yard,  I would  tliepefore  re- 
commend that  no  debtor  should'  hereafter  be  com- 
mitted to  prison,  either  upon  mesne  process  or  ex- 
ecution, unless  the  creditor  at  the  lime  of  commit- 
ment, shall  pay  the  cost  of  commitment,  and  give 
to  the  gaoler  ample  security  for  the  comfortable 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  prisoner  so  long 
as  he  shall  be  detained  by  him.  If  creditors  will 
resort  to  the  severity  of  depriving  debtors  of  their 
personal  liberty,  it  is  reasonable  that  they,  and  not 
the  public  or  the  gaoler,  should  support  them.  I 
also  recommend  that  persons  committed,  either 
on  mesne  process  or  execution,  should  have  liberty, 
as  soon  as  they  are  imprisoned,  of  taking  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath,  after  giving  reasonable  notice  to  the 
creditor  of  their  intention,  1 can  see  no  necessity 
for  a poor  man,  imprisoned  on  mesne  process,  to 
suffer  confinement  till  judgment  is  rendered  and 
execution  levied  on  him. 

The  time  appears  to  be  approaching,  when  impri- 
sonment  for  debt  will  no  longer  exist  in  any  case, 
but  creditors  will  consider  the  industry,  fidelity 
and  property  of  their  debtors,  and  not  the  power 
of  depriving  them  of  liberty,  as  their  only  real  and 
sufficient  security.  To  make  so  great  a change  at 
the  present  time,  might  be  attended  with  serious 
inconveniences.  Reform  to  be  useful  a»d  perma- 
nent must  be  gradual.  As  many  persons  are  im- 
prisoned for  small  debts,  and  in  such  cases  where 
payment  is  enforced  by  that  means,  it  is  usually 
obtained,  not  from  the  debtors  but  from  the  hu- 
manity of  their  friends  and  neighbors,  I would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  bodies  of  debtors 
should  not  be  liable,  for  any  debt  hereafter  con- 
tracted, to  be  arrested  on  any  process  issuing  from 
a justice  of  the  peace,  I^et  frauds  in  concealing 
property,  subject  the  offender  to  punishment,  but 
preserve,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  personal  freedom  of 
the  citizen,  for  every  restraint  on  Ids  natu- 
ral liberty  is  a degree  of  tyranny,  which  no  wise 
legislature  will  inflict. 

^ The  number  of  questions  of  law,  which  the  supe- 
rior court  are  bound  to  decide,  often  renders  it  ne- 
cessary to  continue  the  suits  in  which  those  ques- 
,tions  arise  from  term  to  term,  and  occasions  consir 
derable  delay  in  the  trial  of  other  causes  by  tlie 
jury.  To  remedy  this  evil,  I recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  a law 
term  annually  in  some  central  and  convenient  part 
of  the  state. 

The  clerks  of  the  several  courts  of  law,  from  the 
iv^tpre  of  their  offipe,  necessarily  receive  considera- 


ble sums  of  money,  which  of  right  belong  the  state, 
to  the  several  counties,  and  to  individuals;  yet  there 
is  no  law  that  requires  them  to  give  bonds  for  the 
payment  thereof.  The  clerks  of  the  superior  court 
are  bound  to  pay  over  for  the  use  of  the  state,  a 
certain  portion  of  the  fees  of  entry,  and  certify  the 
same  to  the  secretary,  but  some  of  them  have  no,t 
complied  vdth  the  law.  The  clerks  of  the  common 
pleas,  are  also  bound  to  pay  to  the  several  county 
treasurers,  a portion  of  the  fees  they  receive  for 
the  entry  of  suits.  And  tiie  clerks  of  both  those 
courts  are  obliged  to  receive  monies  due  to  plain- 
tiffs on  mortgages,  money  brought  into  court  on 
tenders  made,  and  on  rules  issued  by  order  of  the 
judges.  To  remedy  the  evils  that  may  arise  in, 
these  cases,  I recommend  that  provision  be  made, 
requiring  the  several  clerks  to  give  bond  with  sure- 
ties for  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

As  lotteries  are  a species  of  gambling,  as  fatal  to 
tlie  morals,  time  and  property  of  the  people,  as 
others  which  our  laws  prohibit;  as  the  legislature 
has  not  for  several  years  granted  but  one  lottery; 
and  as  a neighboring  state  has  recently  proliibited, 
under  severe  penalties,  the  advertising  or  vending 
tickets  not  made  by  their  authority;  it  appears  to 
me  that  a similar  provision  would  be  useful  in  this 
state. 

Our  militia  laws  require  amendment.  Those  of 
the  United  States,  make  it  the  duty  of  the  adjutant 
general  of  this  state,  to  return  an  annual  account  of 
all  the  militia  in  the  state  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  governor  of  this  state. 
In  every  point  of  view,  it  is  of  importance,  that 
those  returns  should  be  punctually  and  correctly 
made-  If  the  returns  are  incomplete,  t!ie  state 
suffers  a loss  of  arms  from  the  United  States — for 
the  apportionment  of  arms  is  made  to  tlie  several 
states  according  to  the  returns  of  the  adjutant  ge- 
nerals. But  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  returning 
officers,  our  adjutant  general  has  not  been  able  to 
make  such  returns  as  the  law  requires  of  him.  He 
has  recently  informed  me,  that  from  one  of  the 
brigades  he  has  never  received  a full  return, 
and  for  several  years  no  return  whatever.  This 
evil  may,  and  ought  to  be  remedied,  by  subject- 
ing, in  case  of  future  neglects,  the  captains  of  com- 
panias,  the  commanders  of  regiments,  and  the  bri- 
gade inspectors  to  fines  and  penalties,  as  well  as 
rerrioval  from  office  by  the  proper  tribunals. 

The  law  of  last  June,  establishing  the  thirty- 
eightli  regiment,  did  not  annex  it  to  any  brigade  or 
division.  To  remedy  that  omission,  it  is  now  re- 
quisite to  annex  that  regiment  to  some  one  of  the 
existing  brigades  and  divisions. 

The  law  authorizes  the  governor  to  determine 
the  color  of  the  uniform  for  the  infantry;  but  as  he 
is  elected  for  a short  period  of  time,  and  sudden 
changes  in  the  uniform  v/ould  subject  the  officers 
to  considerable  expense  and  to  great  inconve- 
nience, no  governor  has  for  many  years,  if  ever  ex- 
ercised this  authority.  Permit  me  therefore  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  permanently  estabiisli- 
ing  by  law,  to  take  effect  at  some  future  day,  the 
color  and  uniform  for  the  different  corps,  and  that 
the  cloth  should  be  of  American  inanufacture. 

The  support  of  the  slate  prison,  forms  a large 
and  increasing  item  in  tlie  annual  expenditures  of 
the  state,  and  merits  the  vigilant  enquiry  of  the  le- 
gislature, whether  a system  of  greater  economy  and 
of  more  security  may  not  be  introduced.  This  es- 
tablishment and  its  support  has  already  cost  the 
state  sixty  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  nine 
dollars  seventy  six  cents,  of  which  sum  there  were 
paid  the  last  year  from  the  public  treasury,  seven 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The 
convicts  in  general,  have  been  men  of  strong  con- 
stitutions of  sound  health  and  capable  of  perform- 
ing much  useful  labor;  such  men,  it  was  natural  to 
expect,  would  support  themselves,  but  this  expec- 
tation has  not  been  realized.  The  object  of  the 
law  was  not  only  to  punish  the  convicts  for  their 
crimes  but  compel  them  by  their  labor  to  maintain 
themselves  while  receiving  that  punishment. 

To  effect  this  purpose  some  clianges  in  the  law, 
and  in  the  management  of  the  prison  are  necessary. 
The  diet  and  clothing  of  the  prisoners  are  too  ex- 
pensive, they  are  fed  and  clothed  better  than  they 
were,  in  general,  before  their  imprisonment;  and 
in  that  respect  suffer  no  punishment.  Their  diet, 
though  wholesome,  should  be  simple,  and  without 
change,  sufficient  to  satisfy  nature,  but  not  to  pro- 
voke appetite  or  to  gratify  the  palate;  their  cloth- 
ing of  plain  coarse  cloth;  but  neither  of  these  should 
be  expensive.  Justice,  as  well  as  policy  requires 
that  a course  of  rigid  economy  should  be  adopted 
in  every  thing  relating  to  the  prison,  Though  the 
convicts  should  be  treated  with  humanity,  they 
ought  to  feel  privations,  and  knov/  that  these  are 
the  effects  of  their  own  crimes;  and  their  appear- 
ance should  make  the  same  impression  on  the  nu- 
merous spectators  who  visit  them. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  a more  effectual  mode  of 
keeping,  investigating  and  adjusting  the  accounts 
of  the  warden  than  the  one  now  practised,  appears 
necessary;  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  establish 
some  regulations  respecting  the  wages  of  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  military  guard;  prohibit 
the  warden  from  having  any  interest  as  an  owner 
in  any  machinery,  or  articles  manufactured  in  the 
establishment;  and  if  the  amount  of  the  salary  of 
the  officers  of  the  prison,  were  in  some  measure,  to 
depend  on  the  loss  and  profit  of  the  establishment, 
the  state  would  have  additional  security,  that  its 
concerns  would  be  conducted  with  prudence  and 
fidelity.  It  is  not  the  design  of  these  remarks,  to 
criminate  the  officers,  of  the  prison  but  to  suggest 
some  of  the  defects  of  the  present  system. 

Since  the  recess  of  the  last  legislature,  I have 
received  a letter  and  several  publications,  from  that 
eminent  writer,  and  highly  distinguished  philan, 
thropist,  Jeremy  Bentham,  esquire,  of  London,  in 
Great  Britain, upon  penitentiary  houses,  and  on  the 
necessity  of  rendering  the  laws  in  general  more  ex- 
plicit and  certain.  These  papers  shall  without  de- 
lay be  communicated  to  you.  From  them  it  appears 
that  he  proposes  to  submit  to^’your  examination  for 
the  use  of  the  state,  a complete  code  of  laws  form- 
ed upon  enlightened  principles  of  legislation.  The 
great  importance  of  the  object,  and  the  peculiar 
talents  of  the  author,  render  the  subject  worthy  of 
your  mature  consideration. 

Though  I have  not  obtained  a final  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  this  State  against  the  United  States  for 
services  performed  during  the  late  war,  I have  re- 
cently received  a further  advance  of  six  thousand 
dollars  on  that  account,  which  I have  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  state. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer,  and  of  the  commit- 
tee entrusted  with  building  the  state  house  will 
enable  you  to  determine  what  tax  it  will  be  proper 
to  raise,  for  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of 
tjie  ensuing  year. 

The  peaceable  and  prosperous  state  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  general  harmony  and  union  of  the 
people,  are  circumstances  highly  favorable  to  the 
making  of  such  improvements  in  our  laws,  as  rea- 
son and  experience  sug.gest,  and  the  public  intdi-est 
demand.  Moi'e  than  this,  is  not  necessary  for  ua  to 


perform,  and  less  would  be  a dereliction  from  the 
duties  of  our  respective  stations. 

WILLIAM  PLUMER. 

Concord,  June  4, 1818. 


Indian  War. 

(I^Private  letters  are  said  to  be  received  sa>iog 
that  on  2ist  of  May,  general  Jackson  tookpossses- 
sion  of  Pertsacola;  having  made  certain  requisitions 
which  had  not  been  complied  with,  he  carried  the 
fortress  by  storm. 

THE  CHEHAW  VILLAGE. 

From  Georgia  papers. 

Extract  from  the  talk  of  general  William  M’Intosh, 
commanding  the  Creek  warriors,  on  his  arrival 
at  Cowets  from  the  late  campaign  against  the 
hostiles,  to  major  gen.  Andrew  Jackson  dated 
Port  Mitchell,  May  5, 1818- 
“My  friend — AVhen  I returned  to  my  town, 
I heard  with  regret  that  my  uncle  [Howard]  and 
family  had  been  murdered,  and  that  their  town  was 
destroyed.  If  an  Indian  kills  a white  man,  I will 
have  him  punished — if  a white  man  kills  an  Indian, 
he  ought  to  be  punished.  I wish  you  to  find  out 
who  has  done  this  murder,  and  let  me  know  what 
those  Indians  have  done,  that  made  the  white  men 
kill  our  people.” 

Head  quarters,  division  of  the  south.  May  7th,  1818- 
Sir — You  will  send  or  deliver  personally,  as  you 
may  deem  most  advisable,  the  enclosed  talk  to 
Kinnard,  with  instructions  to  explain  the  substance 
to  the  Chehaw  warriors.*" 

You  will  proceed  hence  to  Hartford  in  Georgia, 
and  use  your  endeavours  to  arrest  and  deliver  over 
in  irons  to  the  military  authority  at  Fort  Hawkins, 
captain  Wright  of  the  Georgia  militia,  who  has 
been  guilty  of  the  outrage  against  the  women  and 
superannuated  men  of  the  Cheliaw  village.  Should 
Wright  have  left  Hartford  you  will  call  upon  the 
governor  of  Georgia  to  aid  you  in  his  arrest. 

To  enable  you  to  execute  the  above  order,  you 
are  authorized  to  take  in  company  with  you  the 
Tennesseans  that  went  from  here  lately  to  Fort 
Scott,  and  await,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Georgians  now  on  march  under  major 
Porter.  You  will  direct  the  officer  commanding 
Fort  Hawkins  to  keep  captain  Wright  in  close  con- 
finement until  the  will  of  the  president  be  known. 

The  accompanying  letters  for  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  governor  of  Georgia,  you  will  take  charge 
of  until  you  reach  a post  office. 

AIsfDREW  JACKSON, 
major  gen’l  com’g. 
Major  John  M.  Davis,  asst,  geii'l. 

Dublin,  Geo.  24th  May,  1818. 
Sir — I am  directed  by  maj.  gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  commanding  the  division  of  the  south,  to  ar- 
rest you,  and  conduct  you  to  Fort  Hawkins,  where 
you  are  to  remain  until  the  pleasure  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  U.  S.  is  known  in  your  case.  You  will 
therefore,  consider  yourself  in  arrest,  and  proceed 
accordingly. 

By  order — I am  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Jlsst.  Jus.  geri.  U.  S.  army. 
Capt.  Obed  Wright,  Georgia  militia. 

*The  substance  of  this  talk  was,  that  the  Che- 
haws  should  not  attempt  to  take  any  satisfaction 
themselves,  for  the  outrage  committed  on  them; 
that  their  father,  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
would  see  them  justified,  to  whom  he  has  reported 
the  circumstance. 
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Milledgeville,  June  2.  Major  Davis,  of  the  U.  S. 
army,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  gen.  Jack- 
son,  arrested  capt  Obed  Wright  in  Dublin,  a few 
days  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  him  to  Fort 
Hawkins,  and  securing  him  until  instructions  could 
be  received  from  the  president.  Whilst  in  this 
place,  on  Thursday  last,  the  prisoner  was  released 
from  custody  by  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  before  a 
court  called  to  determine  the  case.  The  court  af- 
ter suitable  investigation,  decided  that  the  orders 
of  gen.  Jackson  were  informal,  as  they  contained 
no  specific  charge  against  the  prisoner,  who  was 
accordingly  released  from  custody. 

We  understand  capt.  Wright  has  been  arrested 
by  order  of  gov.  Rabun,  and  is  now  on  parole  in 
this  place,  waiting  the  organization  of  a court  mar- 
tial. 

appears  that  gen.  Jackson  had  ordered 
capt.  Wright  to  be  put  in  irons.  It  is  contended 
that  capt.  W.  was  not  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  but  of  that  of  Georgia.] 

The  Chehaw  Indians,  we  are  informed,  ptimate 
the  property  lost  in  the  destruction  of  their  town, 
at  eight  thousand  dollars.  The  entire  Creek  nation 
v/ill  meet  at  Fort  Mitchell  on  the  7th  of  this 
montl),  to  take  the  affair  into  consideration.  An 
intemperate  letter,  we  learn  has  been  received 
by  the  governor  from  gen.  Jackson,  to  which  a 
spirited  answer  has  been  returned — and  a formal 
demand  of  capt.  Wright’s  person  has  been  also 
made,  with  which  we  presume  the  governor  will 
not  comply,  if  at  all,  till  he  hears  from  the  presi- 
dent, to  whom  he  has  written  on  the  subject. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGIlAIiD.  &C. 

We  have  late  accounts  from  Europe,  and  had 
prepared  our  details  of  their  contents  a^  usual,  but 
are  compelled  to  exclude  them  at  present.  The 
only  things  as  news  are  briefly  as  follows: 

The  1st  of  October  has  been  agreed  upon  for 
withdrawing  the  allied  troops  from  France.  The 
claims  of  foreign  powers  have  been  liquidated  and 
• settled  at  320,800,000  francs. — about  60  millions 
of  dollars. 

The  British  are  engaged  in  war  in  India  on  a 
large  scale — we  are  glad  to  see  it  hinted  that  they 
are  powerfully  opposed. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  moved  the  Alien  bill  for 
two  years.  This  motion  was  founded  upon  the 
restless  and  mischievous  activity  of  French  exiles 
in  various  countries,  particularly  the  Netherlands, 
and  ascribed  the  late  attack  npon  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington to  them. 

The  celebrated  Lavalette  is  said  to  have  resided 
in  Scotland  for  a considerable  time  past;  and  it  is 
added  tliat  he  is  now  in  London. 

Good.'  All  the  Russian  ships  except  07ie,  sold 
to  Spain,  have  been  finally  pronounced  unworthy 
of  repair! 

Jlussii  n ships. — A singular  circumstances  has  hap- 
pened wiiich  completely  turned  the  laughter  of  the 
nation  against  the  ITing  and  his  ministers.  The 
most  solemn  and  pompous  preparations  had  been 
made  to  baptize  ibe  best  of  the  Russian  men  of 
war,  called  the  “North  Star,”  which  name  w as  to 
be  converted  into  that  of  the  Queen  Isabelb;,  buf 
we  are  uncertain  whether  this  was  in  compliment 
to  the  memory  of  therenowned  wife  of  Febdinaud 
the  Catholic,  or  the  reigning  sovereign. — Previoiis 
to  the  day  fixed  for  the  ceremony,  it  was,  however, 
discovered,  that  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  intended 
new  Christian  were  rotten,  and  every  thing  conse- 


quently was  suspended.  The  survey  made  on  the 
other  ships  was  not  more  favorable,  and  it  appeared 
evident  that  not  one  of  the  squadron  could  go  to 
sea  without  great  and  expensive  repairs.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  royal  navy  were  in  the  highest  dudgeon, 
that  the  purchase  of  these  vessels  from  the  Rus- 
sians had  been  made  without  any  professional  ex- 
amination, all  having  been  done  by  the  corps  diplo- 
matique. London  paper. 


General  extract 

DENMARK. 

of  all  vessels  cleared  at  the  Sound 

Danish 

custom  house,  in  1817. 

UPWARD 

463 

DOWNWARD^ 

. 380 

Norwegian 

. .470 

444 

Swedish 

1044 

956 

English 

. 2088 

2084 

Prussian 

917 

870 

Dutch 

. . . 699 

6Q5 

Pappenburg 

64 

66 

Hamburgh 

. 72 

45 

Oldenburg 

38 

34 

Hanoverian  . 

. 312 

188 

Bremen 

111 

105  ' 

Rastock 

. 98 

103 

Lubeck 

42 

41 

Mecklenburg . 

. 169 

174 

Russian 

197 

190 

American 

.68 

68 

Portuguese 

10 

11 

French  . 

. 22 

22 

Spanish 

4 

4 

Totals 

. 6758 

6390 

AFRICA. 


From  the  JVeiv  Haven  Journal. — In  the  schr.  In. 
dustry,  capt.  Hill,  which  arrived  at  this  port  on  th.je 
10th  inst,  46  days  from  Mogadore,  came  passenger 
Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  this  city.  A few  days  before  the 
Industry  sailed,  a Spanish  captive  arrived  from  the 
Arab  coast,  ransomed  by  the  Spanish  vice  consul 
for  ^160.  This  man  was  on  board  a Spanish  vessel 
which  was  captured  off  cape  St.  Mary’s  in  the 
spring  of  1816,  by  an  insurgent  privateer  manned 
principally  by  Americans,  who  took  out  all  the 
crew  except  himself,  and  put  a prize  master  and 
men  on  board — when  near  the  Canaries,  the  crew 
murdered  the  prize  master,  whose  name  was  Smith, 
all  got  drunk  and  the  vessel  was  run  on  shore  on 
the  coast.  A major  White  was  on  board  (going  to 
Buenos  Ayres)  when  the  vessel  struck,  and  died 
soon  after.  The  Americans  were  ransomed  last 
year  by  Mr.  Wiltshire.  The  above  Spaniard  says, 
he  was  well  used  by  the  Arabs,  and  had  plenty  of 
food,  and  was  in  perfect  health  when  he  arrived  at 
Mogadore. 

A vessel  had  been  lately  wrecked  on  the  Arab 
coast,  but  it  was  not  known  to  what  nation  she 
belonged — cargo  reported  to  be  cachineal  and 
opium. 

WEST  ixniss. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  TrinidatL 
published  in  a Philadelphia  paper  is  a curiosity  and 
deserves  to  be  register ed:— 

^'Dear  sir — 1 send  you  the  following  statement  of 
the  expense  for  five  days  medical  attendance  and 
medicine,  together  with  the  burial  expenses  of  my 
friend  who  died  during  the,  last  sickness — that  in 
case  you  or  any  of  your  friends  should  take  a no- 
tion to  visit  our  island  you  may  be  prepared  with 
the  needful. 

Five  days  attendance  of  3 physicians,  j§386 

ApotliacarieS  bill,  36 

Nurse,  . 
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Wine,  &c.  during  sickness,  16 

Making  will,  24 

Washing  and  laying  out  the  deceased.  24 

Cotton  cambric  for  sheet,  shroud,  scarfs,  &c.  40 
Mounted  coffin,  48 

Printed  invitation  cards,  16 

Boys  to  distribute  do.  3 

Refreshments  for  the  funeral,  24 

Gloves,  hat  bands  and  crape,  36 

Sexton’s  bill,  13 

Service  at  the  church,  f Catholic. J 72 

Five  lbs.  wax  tapers,  6 

To  the  governor  for  breaking  the  seal  of  the 
will.  16 


§775 

‘'There  were  many  more  small  expenses  not  enu- 
merated, making  about  eight  hundred  dollars — A 
moderate  calculation  ! ! !” 

DKaSAUAHA  AKD  EssratflBO. 

Ths  bush  negroes  in  Demarara  have  caused  much 
alarm  and  committed  many  depredations  against 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  white  people.  Several 
expeditions  have  been  undertaken  against  them, 
without  success. 


QOMMXRCIAL  MATTERS. 


Demarara. 
22,787,125  lbs. 
946,108  mis- 


Essequibo. 

30,462,555 

1.169,161 

548,151 

909,454 

536,048 


Total. 

53,449,680 

2,115,267 

1,071,139 

6,279,872 

4,394,937 


Sugar 
Rum 
jMolasses 

Coffee  5,370,518  hds. 

Cotton  3,858,889  lbs. 

Increase  since  1816— sugar  9,222,780  /6s.' rum  158,372  galls. 
cotton  275,455  lbs.  decrease,— coffee  5,403,745  lbs. 

Revenue— 526.938  guilders,  cluefly  a tax  on  produce;  expendi- 
ture—389,315  guilders.  Field  slaves  62,412,  other  10,269— total 
72,851.  Carriages  2>2,  Horses  857 
Bussia.  The  imports  into  St,  Petersburg,  during  the  year 
1313  amounted  to  rubles  100,704,  113. 

The  exports  to 


Of  this  amount  Cramer,  brothers  & co. 

Wm.  Gray&co.  - 
John  D,  Lewis  - . 

Meyer  & Bruxner  .... 

Severin  & sons  .... 

Stieglitz  & CO.  ^ ...  . 

Tliomsom,  Boner  Sc  co.  > 

John  Venning 

Thomas  Wright  & co.  ... 

1704  vessels  cleared  froin  St.  Petersburg  to  various  parts  of  the 
world, of  which 

To  Great  Britain  .....  737 
To  the  United  States  ....  60 

To  other  parts  and  places  - - - 917 


do.  106,483,309. 
Imported.  I Exported, 
705,174  ! 1,732,020 

- 1,070,386  I 474,769 
3,874,763  1 2,532,284 

- 4,780,892  I 7,524,400 
2,021,760  I 505,900 

- 10,755,315  I 3,014,680 

3,121,224  I 4,176,840 

- 1,949,611  1 1,072,543 
1,970,772  1 1,372,683 


Total  1704 

CAWADA. 

A “provincial  convention”  is  to  beheld  at  York 
on  the  6th  of  next  month.  Many  delegates  have 
been  elected — the  people  seem  quite  alive  to  the 
subject.  The  object  of  the  convention  is  to  ap- 
point a commission  to  proceed  to  England,  with 
an  address  to  the  prince  regent. 


CHRONICLE. 

(Ij^’The  president  returned  to  Washington  on 
Wednesday  last. 

PunsiDEXT  AT  NonroiK. 

Tlie  following  is  the  address  of  the  court  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  borough. 

To  the  president  o f the  United  States. 

Sir — The  opportunity  which  enables  the  court 
and  common  council  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  to 
o3'er  you  tlieir  congratulations,  affords  an  indul- 
gence no  less  pleasing  to  their  personal  sensibilities, 
than  gratifying  to  their  national  pride. 

Living  under  a government  most  happily  adapted 
to  secure  and  diffuse  political  libr-rty,  and  to  give 
protection  to  civil  and  religious  immunities,  it  is 
ai)ove  all,  our  peculiar  boast,  that  we  enjoy  these 
blessings  witiiout  alloy — without  insult  or  injury 


to  a rational  and  enlightened  sense  of  equal  jus- 
tice. The  people  of  the  old  world,  enamored  oF 
the  artificial  pageantry  of  crowns  and  coronets,  pay 
obsequious  homage  to  the  arbitrary  distinctions  of 
hereditary  rank,  and  adventitious  birth.  The  ge- 
nius of  our  republican  constitution,  invests  the 
chief  executive  magistrate,  with  the  real  grandeur 
of  exalted  virtue,  and  the  homage  he  receives,  is 
the  pure  reward  of  acknowledged  public  worth, 
consecrated  by  the  unbiassed  and  unerring  verdict 
of  the  public  will. 

A life  devoted  from  early  youth  to  the  service  of 
your  cofintry,  and  illustrated  by  the  distinguished 
part  you  have  taken  in  various  prominent  scenes, 
may  justly  challenge,  sir,  the  honors  conferred  by 
your  recent  elevation  to  the  presidential  seat — And 
the  vivid  demonstrations  of  unaffected  joy,  which 
have  attended  your  tour  through  the  states,  bear 
ample  testimony,  that  the  spotless  tenor  of  your 
private  character,  has  established  a claim,  equally 
estimable  and  gratifying,  in  the  endearing  affections 
of  the  people. 

A resolute  adherence  to  the  principles  avowed 
in  your  inaugural  message,  cannot  fail  to  impart 
continued  stability  and  vigor  to  our  free  institu- 
tions, as  far  as  depends  upon  a zealous  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  your  executive  functions — And, 
that  a firm,  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy,  the 
result  of  matured  experience,  invigorated  by  an 
enlightened  and  ardent  patriotism,  will  secure  to 
your  administration,  an  enviable  rank  in  our  na- 
tional annals,  an  impartial  review  of  your  whole 
public  conduct,  does  not  allow  us  to  entertain  a 
doubt. 

The  personal  attention,  sir,  which  you  have 
thought  proper  to  bestow  on  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  general  government,  for  the  defence  of  our 
inland  frontier,  and  sea  coast,  and  the  establish- 
ments of  naval  arsenals,  confidently  assures  us, 
that  our  country  will  reap  the  full  benefit  of  these- 
measures  from  your  extended  observation,  practi- 
cal knowledge,  and  judicious  discrimination. — 
Tried  in  the  conflict  which  achieved  our  liberties, 
the  large  share  you  bore  in  the  late  eventful  strug- 
gle, to  preserve  them  inviolate,  attested  your  va- 
luable services,  your  distinguished  virtue,  and 
sleepless  devotion  to  the  common  cause.  These 
high  claims  to  the  public  confidence  and  gratitude, 
derive  fresh  lustre  from  your  earnest  solicitude  to 
entrench  and  secure  the  momentous  interests  com- 
mitted to  you,  by  a prompt  and  vigorous  applica- 
tion of  the  national  resources. — With  great  pride 
and  pleasure,  sir,  we  perceive  in  the  efforts  you 
are  making,  our  best  security  from  foreign  violence; 
and  should  the  mad  ambition,  the  hatred  and  jea- 
lousy of  other  governments,  again  call  forth  the 
martial  energies  of  this  young  republic,  we  shall 
have  abundant  cause  to  appreciate  that  precaution, 
wliich  employs  the  calm  of  peace  to  arrest  and  dis- 
arm the  shock  of  war. 

In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  we  tender 
you  a cordial  welcome  among  us — We  most  sin- 
cerely trust,  sir,  that  the  harmony  which  reigns 
through  the  union,  may  be  uninterrupted — that 
our  beloved  country  may  ever  continue  under  the 
favoring  smile  of  Providence,  to  experience  the 
salutary  fruits  of  mild  government  and  equal  laws 
— and  that  the  close  of  your  political  career,  may 
be  gladdened  by  the  most  precious  of  all  earthly 
consolations — that  of  having  done  your  duty. 

JOHN  E.  HOLT,  Mayor. 

THE  PHESIDESt’s  AJfSWEB. 

To  John  E ifolt,  esq.hnayor  of  the  borough  of  JStorfolh. 

Sir — No  object  is  more  interesting  to  the  Unit 
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ed  States  than  the  adoption  of  a judicious  system 
of  defence,  and  the  establishment  and  construction 
of  such  fortifications  as  may  be  found  necessary 
for  the  security  of  our  maritime  and  inland  fron- 
tier. Such  a system,  well  executed,  may  prevent 
war's,  and  it  cannot  fail,  should  wars  become  inevi- 
table, to  mitigate  their  calamities.  The  attention 
of  congress  has  been  wisely  directed  to  this  great 
object,  and  ample  funds  have  been  provided  for  it. 

It  is  my  duty  to  exert  my  utmost  etforts  to  give  it 
effect;  on  these  efforts,  my  country  may  rely. 

It  is  our  felicity  to  live  under  a government  ca- 
pable of  securing  to  us,  by  a wise,  honest  and  effi- 
cient exercise  of  its  powers,  ail  the  blessings  of 
which  civil  society  is  susceptible.  While  the 
movement  of  the  government,  m all  its  branches, 
corresponds  with  the  great  and  sublime  principles 
on  which  it  is  founded,  no  citizen  will  ever  have 
cause  to  complain  that  any  of  his  rights  have  been 
violated.  Happily,  this  faithful  and  harmonious 
movement  is  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  danger.— 
*i)eriving  all  its  power  from  the  people,  it  must  be 
administered  for  their  advantage,  while  the  people 
continue  to  be  virtuous,  well  informed,  and  atten- 
tive to  their  interest.  It  is  a cause  of  heartfelt  sa- 
tisfaction to  us  all,  and  of  grateful  acknowledgment 
to  the  Supreme  Creator  of  the  world,  that  the  ope- 
rations of  our  government,  have  fully  confirmed  all 
the  most  flattering  anticipations  that  were  hidulged 
in  its  favor. 

To  the  support  of  these  great  principles  my 
whole  life  has  been  devoted.  My  conduct,  in  ma- 
ny high  and  important  trusts,  is  known  to  my  coun- 
try. If  it  has  given  me  any  claim  to  the  confidence 
of  my  fellow-citiaens,  I feel  that  they  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  it.  The  same  principles  and  zeal, 
which  you  have  approved  in  the  review  which  you 
have  taken  of  the  past,  will  continue  to  animate 
me  in  future. 

For  the  kind  reception  which  you  have  given  me, 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  I beg  you  to 
tender  to  them  my  sincere  thanks,  with  my  best 
wishes  for  their  prosperity  and  welfare. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

0:;j='The  president  partook  of  a public  dinner 
given  by  the  citizens  of  Norfolk — every  thing  was 
in  great  stile.  The  toasts  drank  express  the  sen- 
timents of  men  who  felt  that  they  were  freemen — 
among  them  were,  the  revolutioni—X\\e  United 
States — the  constitution — the  union — Washington, 
Franklin — Henry — the  congress  of  *76— the  army — 
the  navy — the  late  war,  8tc.  After  the  president 
retired,  his  health  was  drank  and  that  of  the  several 
heads  of  d«^partmems;  with  the  following  addition- 
al volunteer  by  com.  Cassin — “the  ship  of  the  line 
at  Gosport— May  the  flag  which  she  displayed  on 
the  visit  of  the  president,  never  be  struck  to  an 
equal  forced — To  which  we  say,  “Amen. 

Mr.  Clay^  was  invited  by  his  immediate  consti- 
tuents to  a public  dinner  at  Lexington,  Ky.  in  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  his  character  and  services, 
generady,  but  especially  in  evidence  of  their  ap- 
probation of  his  exertions  in  favor  of  the  patriots 
of  South  America.  Col.  Johnson  was  also  invited, 
but  could  not  attend.  150  gentlemen  sat  down  to 
the  table.  Among  the  toasts  was  “the  indepisn- 
dent  minority  of  45”— alluding  to  the  state  of  the 
vote  on  Mr.  Clay’s  proposition  respecting  tne  out- 
fit and  salary  of  a minister  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Col.  Barber,  who  was  one  of  the  “45”  above 
toasted,  has  also  been  treated  witli  a public  dinner 
by  his  constitv.ents,  at  Marietta,  O. 

From  some  late  d!scussioas  in  the  newspapers, 
it  WQuld  Seem  that  the  question  about  the  patri- 


ots of  South  America  is  to  make  one  of  the  prirt- 
ciple  points  of  difference  between  political  parties* 
in  the  United  States. 

Eastport,  &c.  Moose,  Dudley  and  Frederick 
islands,  in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  are  immediately 
to  be  delivered  up  to  the  United'States.  Gen.  Mil* 
ler  is  designated  by  the  president  to  receive  pos- 
session. 

Battle  monument.  A vessel  arrived  at  Baltimore 
from  Leghorn  on  Sunday  last  with  a large  quanti- 
ty of  marble  for  the  battle  monument  erecting 
here,  and  for  the  Exchange. 

J^'eiv- Orleans.  A part  of  the  batture  at  New- 
Orleans,  was  lately  sold  at  auction — 14  lots  out  of 
200,  of  40  feet  front  and  90  deep,  all  under  wa- 
ter, brought  124,000  dollars.  The  payments  were, 
one  fourth  cash,  the  remaining  three  fourths  in  six, 
twelve  and  eighteen  months. 

Gukerals  Jackson  & Scott. — We  sincerely  re- 
gret to  see  in  the  public  newspapers  a notice  of  a 
dispute  between  those  distinguished  characters, 
which  cannot  have  any  other  effect  than  to  fan  the 
flame  of  discord,  and  render  a just  accommodation 
more  difficult.  The  cause  of  difference  is  said  to 
have  been  this— Gen.  S.  to  one  person  only,  with- 
out any  intention  that  it  should  ever  reach  gen.  J. 
and  without  design  to  injure  his  reputation,  Expres- 
sed an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  well  known  gene- 
ral order  of  the  latter.  The  fact  it  seems  was  malig- 
nantly  communicated,  which  led  to  an  impetuous 
correspondence  betv/een  them.  A hope  however, 
is  entertained  that  the  matter  may  be  amicably 
adjusted. 

Lake  Erie  . The  steam  boat  that  is  to  ply  be-, 
tween  Buffalo  and  Detroit  has  been  launched  at 
Black  Rock,  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  lake. 

Ice  has  been  lately  met  with  in  the  West  India 
seas,  an  l Lloya’s  istofthe  21st  of  April  mentions 
ibatthe  Grace  packet  from  New-York,  in  lat.  42, 
fell  in  with  an  enormous  island  of  ice,  seven  leagues 
in  extent  and  upwards  of  three  thousand  feel  high. 

HAIL  STORMS.  Chumbersburg,  Pa.  June  9. — On 
Sunday  evening  last  between  live,  and  six  o’clock, 
this  town  was  visited  with  a hail  storm,  perhaps 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  history,  or  anything 
ever  witnessed  of  the  kind,  and  would  appear 
almost  incredible  were  there  not  thousands  that 
witnessed  the  fact. 

The  clouds  apparently  gathered  from  eWet'y 
direction  and  mixing  through  each  other  with  as 
much  velocity  as  leaves  in  a whirlwind  and  con- 
centrated at  a point  north-east  of  the  town,  a wing 
of  which  extended  over  us,  from  which  the  hail  fell 
very  fast,  and  of  a size  much  larger  than  hen-eggs, 
many  of  which  measured  from  six  to  eleven  inches 
in  circumference;  they  were  very  round  and  smoolii 
and  little  difference  in  the  size  generally.  Few 
windows  e,xposed  to  the  storm  escaped  without 
injury — many  of  the  houses  had  from  twenty  to  fifty 
panes  of  glass  broken. 

Georgetowiif  Col.  June  10 — A sevevs  bail  storm 
was  experienced  on  Sunday  afternoon,  in  Mont- 
gomery county  between  the  Court  Hovise  and 
Clarksburg.  We  are  informed  it  approached  from 
the  south-east,  and  was  accompanied  by  a confused 
and  rumbling  noise.  Fortunately  it  did  not  drive 
much,  or  the  mischief  must  liave  been  very  great, 
as  some  of  the  hail  measured  fourteen  inches  in 
circumference,  and  a large  hog  was  seen  to  fall 
dead  ! from  receiving  one  falling  with  little  more 
than  its  own  gravity — on  his  head,  and  the  backs  of 
the  cattle  were  so  lacerated  as  to  cause  tli,e  blood 
to  run  down  their  sides*  The  largest  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  cakes  of  ice  broken  from  a large  body 
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—generally  they  were  the  size  of  a goose  egg,  and 
of  a conisal  form.  Some  farmers  have  had  the 
brightest  prospects  blighted  in  seeing  their 
towering  fields  of  grain,  which  promised  so  abun- 
dantly to  reward  their  long  labors,  laid  prostrate 
to  the  earth. 

fVar/ — Brussels t Jlpril  22. — Many  English  offi- 
cers, who  have  for  some  time  resided  in  this  king- 
dom, have  been  re-called  to  England.  They  speak 
of  dispositions  which  cause  a belief  of  a serious 
‘misunderstanding'  [what  about?]  between  gueat  bui- 

TAtV  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

JPeace/— Mr.  Vansittart,  in  his  speech  in  parlia- 
ment, May  1,  gave  very  strong  assurances  of  the 
pacific  disposition  of  the  American  government — 
The  policy  pursuing  by  them  is,  in  itself,  the  very 
pledge  of  the  wise  resolve  to  cultivate  peace. 
They  have  repealed  all  internal  taxes,  and  made 
their  revenue  altogether  dependent  on  foreign 
trade. 

The  London  papers,  have  copied  an  article  dated 
Glasgow,  April  28tb,  from  which  is  this  extract; 
“letters  dated  at  Paris,  this  day  week,  state  that 
Mr.  Gallatin  had  completely  failed  in  attempting 
to  arrange  a commercial  treaty  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  France,  and  that  the  conference  on 
the  subject  had  been  brought  to  a close.” 

Gratefid. — In  September  1781,  congress  resolved 
to  erect  a monument  in  Georgia,  to  the  memory  of 
brigadier  general  Screven^  “who  fell  covered  with 
wounds,  fighting  for  die  liberties  of  the  United 
States.”  The  resolve,  like  many  others,  has  laid 
upon  the  shelf  ever  since.  The  people  of  Georgia 
are  now  excited  to  the  subject,  and  will  probably 
erect  a monument  to  gen  James  JacksQUy  as  well  as 
to  gen.  Screven. 

The  navy.  It  is  stated  that  two  ships  of  the  line 
are  to  be  laid  down  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Guerriere  is  fitted  at  Boston  to  convey  Mr. 
Campbell,  our  minister,  to  Russia.  Mr.  C.  was  at 
Washingtonfon  Tuesday  last,  waiting  the  president’s 
return. 

The  U.  S.  schr.  Ly?ix  has  arrived  at  Savannah 
from  Amelia — the  John  Adams^  capt.  Henley,  was  to 
return  to  New  York;  the  Saranac,  Prometheus, 
Finch,  Lynx,  Madison,  and  gun  vesse]  no.  168,  were 
to  remain  on  the  station  under  command  of  capt. 
Dallas. 

U.  S.  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  all  well. 
Com,  Chauncey  had  lately  appeared  before  Algiers 
and  Tunis,  and  as  usual  excited  great  respect. 
Tlie  plague  still  raged  at  Algiers  and  was  extend- 
ing westward. 

Emancipation!  The  legislature  of  Connecticut 
has  passed  a law  extending  Jthe  'right  of  suffrage 
to  all  who  pay  taxes  and  do  milicia  duty.  This 
rightful  regulation  secures  the  political  character 
of  the  state  for  ages — if  parties  shall  exist  so  long. 
A similar  bill  was  introduced  about  12  pears  ago, 
which  we  are  told,  was  literally  kicked  out  of  doors. 
This  excellent  act  shall  be  inserted  in  the  next 

HEGISTEH. 

0:;j^Mr  Mep.de  has  been  formally  released  at  Cadiz, 
in  consequence  of  the  imperative  demand  of  our 
government.  Some  very  interesting  documents 
are  said  to  accompany  the  account  of  his  discharge, 
which  shall  be  presented  to  our  readers  as  soon  as 
they  are  received. 

Sea  serpeats\ — A late  Boston  Centinel  publishes 
the  narrative  of  a master  of  a vessel,  whose  intelli- 
gence and  veracity  the  editor  vouches  for,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  he  distinctly  saw  three  sea-serpents, 
a little  way  ofi'  the  eastern  coast!  One  of  them  was 
so  near  the  vessel  that  it  might  have  been  reached 


with  an  oar—it  was  upwards  of  eighty  feet  long, 
and  apparently  about  four  feet  in  diameter.  He 
fired^at  another  of  them,  distant  about  sixteen  feet, 
who  instantly  disappeared  with  a motion  so  quick 
as  to  throw  the  water  on  board  the  vessel,  &c. 

Such  a serpeht  has  also  appeared  in  Sag  Harbour.. 

J\Texu  York  City.  The  comptroller  of  the  city 
New  York,  reports  the  accounts  of  the  corporation, 
for  the  year,  ending  May  11, 1818,  to  amount 
In  receipts,  to  - - - ^862,128-77 

In  expenditures,  to  - 860,278-43 


Leaving  balance  in  treasury,  of  ^1,850-34 
The  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  report 
for  the  same  period,  a balance  in  favor  of  the  cor- 
poration, of  - - - - §4,636 — 45 

It  is  stated  that  400,000  quarter  dollars  have  re- 
cently been  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United 
States. 

Bats — We  I'earn,  that  the  rice  fields,  in  George  - 
town  district,  (S.  C.)  have  been  assailed,  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  by  a new  and  heretofore  un- 
known enemy — the  rats — who  have  made  serious 
inroads  upon  this  important  staple  of  our  country 
in  its  infant  state.  It  appears  that  they  have  taken 
up  their  habitations  in  tlie  adjacent  banks,  from 
whence  they  sally  out  at  night,  and  commit  the 
most  destructive  ravages.  No  effectual  expedient 
has  yet  been  devised  for  destroying  them — it  is 
said  that  they  are  so  numerous  in  some  fields,  that 
thirty  have  been  destroyed  by  a single  discharge  of 
a musket. — Charleston  Courier. 

Phillips,  the  singer,  received  1900  dollars  at  a 
third  benefit  at  New  York — a thing  unprecedented. 
He  now  is  performing  in  Baltimore. 

Died— on  the  5th  ult.  at  the  nunnery  of  Naza- 
reth, in  Bardstown,  (Ky.)  Mrs.  Exanor  Howard f\n 
the  108th  year  of  her  age,  without  any  perceivable 
sickness. 

Light  gives  light,  to  light  discover — *ad  infinitum^ 
ST.  LOUIS,  (Missouri  territory,) 
North  America,  April  10,  A.  D.  1818. 
TO  ALL  THE  WORLD! 

I declare  the  earth  is  hollow,  and  habitable  with- 
in, containing  a number  of  solid  concentric 
spheres,  one  within  the  other,  and  that  it  is  open 
at  the  poles  12  or  16  degrees;  I pledge  my  life  in 
support  of  this  truth,  and  I am  ready  to  explore  the 
hollow,  if  the  world  will  support  and  aid  me  the 
undertaking.  JNO.  CLEEVES  SYMMES. 

Of  Ohio,  late  captain  of  infantry 
N.  B.  I have  ready  for  the  press,  a treatise  on 
the  principles  of  matter,  wherein  I show  proofs  of 
the  above  positions,  account  for  various  phenome- 
na, and  disclose  Doctor  Darxvin*s  Golden  Secret. 

My  terms  are  the  patronage  of  this  and  the  new 
worlds. 

I dedicate  to  my  wife  and  her  ten  children. 

I select  Doctor  S.  L.  Mite  hill.  Sir  H.  Davy,  and 
Baron  Alex,  de  Humboldt,  as  my  protectors. 

i ask  one  hundred  brave  companions,  well  equip- 
ed,  to  start  from  Siberia  in  the  fall  season,  with 
reindeer  and  sleigh,  on  the  ice  of  the  frozen  sea. 
I engage  we  find  warm  and  rich  land,  stocked  with 
thrifty  vegetables  and  animals,  if  not  men,  on 
reaching  one  degree  northward  of  latitude  82;  we 
will  return  in  the  succeeding  spring.  J.  C.  S. 

[Capt.  Syromes  is  said  to  be  a “very  respectable 
man,  a man  of  intelligence,  and  really  sane  in 
mind.”  He  is  diligently  employed  in  forwarding 
his  scheme,  and  it  is  reported  that  “upwards  of 
twenty  persons  have  actually  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition.”] 
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Mr.  King’s  speech,  on  the  navigation  atit,  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  occupies  a large  por- 
tion of  the  present  sheet-pit  is  a truly  great  speech 
on  a very  important  subject;  those  who  have  not 
read  it,  will  thank  us  for  presenting  it  to  them  ; 
and  those  Virho  have;  will  be  pleased  with  its  recotd 
in  this  work. 

A variety  of  reflections,  which  might  be  so  far 
extended  as  to  fill  as  many  pages  as  the  speech, 
present  themselves  on  considering  its  matter  and 
circumstances.  Mr.  King’s  grounds  are  very  near- 
ly the  same  as  those  assumed  by  Mr.  Madison,  in 
congress,  in  1794.  Mr.  King  also  speaks  of  the 
general  policy  of  his  country  like  a patriot. 

The  public  lands  are  an  important  national 
concern,  and  the  people  have  been  much  indebted 
lo  my  interesting  correspondent  at  Chillicothe  for 
many  particulars  belonging  to  them.  His  private 
duties  interrupted  a series  of  letters  respecting 
them  which  was  commenced  in  the  12th  vol.  of 
this  work.  The  writer  has  resumed  the  task  he 
voluntarily  imposed  upon  himself  for  the  public  in-- 
formation;  his  3rd  letter  is  received  and  shall  ap- 
pear in  our  next. 

The  public  attention  is  earnestly  invited  to 
a serious  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  re- 
xj^uiring  a pledge  from  every  person  proposed  to 
be  elected  as  a ibember  of  a state  legislature,  or 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  the  follow- 
ing purport,  before  it  is  agreed  to  support  him: 
That  he  "will  use  every  laudable  means  in  his  power 
.to  oppose  the  establishment  of  any  neto  bank  during  the 
period  for  which  he  may  be  elected: — and  that  he  will, 
in  like  manner,  do  all  that  law  and  equity  will  justify, 
to  compel  the  banks  already  established  to  fulfil  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  their  several  acts  of  incorporalibn, 
and  act  honestly, — under  the  penalty  of  a forfeit 
ture  oj  their  charters. 

The  Register  never  has  contained  one  line  de- 
signed for  local,  electioneering  purposes,  and  can- 
not be  appropriated  to  discussions  belonging  to 
particular  districts  or  places;  yet  we  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  a belief  that  Baltimore  would  as 
much  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  nation  for  making 
a successful  stand  on  such  an  occasion,  as  for  hav- 
ing defeated  the  British  in  1814.  But  we  want  a 
medium  for  spreading  a discussion  upon  it  before 
the  people. 

As  connected  with  the  expediency  of  requiring 
such  a test,  we  shall  next  week  insert  an  essay 
(now  prepared  for  the  press  and  excluded  by  other 
matter)  exhibiting  some  of  the  demoralizing  and 
ruinous  effects  of  the  “paper  system,”  in  a very 
striking  manner. 

dj^We  have  not  yet  published  the  famous  re- 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  national  currency, 
accompanied  with  “the  hon.  James  Lloyd’s”  letter, 
which  was  read  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  on  the  10th  of  January  last.  It 
■was  delayed  under  the  expectation  of  receiving 
certain  official  facts  respecting  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  it  might  have  been  curious  to 
contrast  with  the  “iionorable”  gentleman’s  state- 
menU.  But  taking  up  a copy  of  the  report  acci- 
dentally, we  have  now  resolved  to  publish  it  speedi- 
ly, for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  how  far  the  facts, 
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that  we  so  sparingly  do  know,  ate  in  harmony  with 
his  “impressions”  and  remarks. 

We  have  also,  through  the  J^ational  fntelligehcer, 
a sketch  of  the  debate  about  the  said  bank  when 
the  bill  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  an  assis- 
tant president  and  cashier  was  under  consideration 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  which,  our  readers 
will  recoliefct,  was  consigned  to  “the  tomb  of  the 
capulets”  by  a very  large  majority.  This  we 
also,  intend  to  publish.  A great  speech  delivered 
on  that  occasion,  iS'-one  of  the  fairest  subjects  far 
sevens  criticism  of  any  thing  that  has  lately  occur- 
red: it  may  be  pulled  to  pieces  like  a rope  of 
sand. 

(L/'The  editor  of  the  Register  respectfully  re- 
quests that  gentlemen  who  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  facts  soiiglit  for,  will  be  so  obliging 
to  forward  to  him  an  account  of  the  whole  number 
of  civil  actions  on  the  dockets  of  their  county 
courts,  or  other  courtshaVing  jurisdiction  over  such 
matters^— stating  particuiady  how  many  ofthem  are 
prosecutions  on  behalf  of  any  bankov  banks  of  the 
vicinity.  We  are  particularly  desirous  of  obtaining 
such  information  frbtn  the  states  of  New-Yorlc, 
Pennsylvania  ahd  Ohio;  arid  from  Cecil,  Caroline  and 
Somersett*  counties  in  Maryland.  Anonymous 
communications  Will  hot  be  respected — the  facts 
may  be  transmitted  at  the  cost  of  the  editor  for 
postage,  and  the  names  of  gentlemeR  will  be  re* 
tained  if  requested. 

Whoever  has  borrowed  money  of  the  banks 
ought  to  return  it — to  the  very  extent  of  their 
means,  as  a just  punishment  for  their  folly  and  ere-- 
dulity;  we  may  pity,  but  cannot  excuse  them — they 
ought  to  have  rejected  the  serpent  tempter:  but  we 
wish  to  collect  such  lists  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 
the  events  of  thewar^*  of  the  banks  against  property, 
as  a warning  to  those  yet  unengaged  in  actual  com- 
bat.  The  banks,  in  like  manner,  should  pay  their 
debts— every  man  who  holds  one  of  their  notes, 
which  they  will  not  pay,  ought  to  sue  them,  and 
ruin  them  as  they  ruin  individuals,  if  possible,-— 
to  reward  speculation  and  fraud  as  it  should  be  re  - 
warded, without  pity. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Niles: 

In  my  remarks  in  your  last  Re- 
gister, my  sole  object  was  truth  in  the  defence  of 
the  branch  bank  of  this  place,  with  which  alone  I 
have  any  thing  to  do.  I said  the  branch  here  ne- 
ver attempted  to  avoid,  or  shove  off  the  paymint 
of  its  debts,  and  that  it  never  gave  a check  or  note 
payable  in  Charleston  or  elsewhere,  unless  re- 
quested so  to  do  by  the  receiver — in  which  I never 
meant  to  say  it  did  not  pay  out  the  notes  of  the  pa- 
rent bank  and  its  branches:  on  the  contrary,  I said 
they  were  all  received,  and  it  follows  ahrost  of 


*We  hear  something  about  a grand  sp( dilation 
in  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Somersett — “as  how,” 
that  a large  part  of  the  county  being  expected  to 
be  sold  to  satisfy  the  debts  ilue  to  the  bank,  a ve- 
ry benevolent  gentleman  is  willing  to  purclias.e  its 
bills  at  25  or  30  cents  in  the  dollar,  and  with  them 
procure  a barony  there  for  himself. 
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course  that  they  are  paid  out — and  if  you  and  the 
oi  her  gentleman  who  had  received  such  notes,  had 
have  sent  them  back  for  specie,  it  would  have  been 
as  cheerfully  given  as  if  the  notes  were  madepa\- 
able  here.  In  a word  this  branch  never  pays  out 
any  note  that  specie  will  not  be  given  for,  if  re- 
quiin.d.  TRUTH. 

Jiediktore,  June  22J,  1818. 

BRIEF  REMARKS. 

As  “the  thing  is  right  in  itself,’^  we  are  pleased 
to  be  assured  that  tiie  branch  of  the  United  States 
bank  at  Baltimore  will  pay  specie  for  any  bills 
that  it  issues,  and  the  fact  exists;— yet  it  appears  to 
be  done  reluctantly,  and  with  observing,  *Uhe  notes 
are  not  payable  heie*^  though  just  there.  We 

shall  soon  see  how  this  new  regulation  “works” — 
if  it  is  continued,  and  each  branch  pursues  the 
same  course  as  to  the  notes  of  other  branches,  the 
public  benefit  will  be  mucti  sub.served  by  it.  We 
shall  observe  and  test  it,  and  make  known  its  pro- 
gress— and  also  offer  some  explanatory  remarks 
about  it  hereafter,  not  having  lime  at  present. 


Indian  War. 

We  have  not  much  positive  intelligence  from 
gen.  Jackson’s  arm),  or  respeciing  the  state  of  the 
War  with  the  Seminoles,  since  our  last.  It  is  strong- 
ly intimated  that  gen.<flackson  has  carried  Pensa- 
cola, by  storm,  with  the  loss  of  a number  uf  men 
—that  despatches  have  arrived  to  the  Spanish  mi- 
nister, and  that  several  conferences  had  taken  place 
between  the  Spanish  and  British  diplomatique 
corps  in  consequence,  &c.  The  JVational  Intelli- 
gencer observes — “We  have  little  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  fact  of  gen.  Jackson  having  entered 
Pensacola;  and  it  is  equally  probable,  if  he  entered 
at  all,  it  was  by  assault,  as  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
the  Spanish  authorities  would  have  given  up  so 
important  a post  without  at  least  a shew  of  resist- 
ance. 

The  motives  of  this  step  general  Jackson’s  des- 
patches will  disclose.  It  is  presumed  such  a mea- 
sure was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  govern- 
ment, although  it  may  necessarily  have  resulted 
fiK)m  the  discretion  vested  in  the  commanding  offi- 
er  to  take  such  lawful  steps  as  the  safety  of  the 
frontier  might  appear  to  require.  If  the  Indians  in 
arms  against  us  led  the  way  to  Pensacola,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  gen.  Jackson’s  being  justified  in 
following  and  dislodging  them.” 

0:;j  We  siiall  soon  know  the  merits  of  the  case — and 
when  vve  do,  it  will  be  soon  enough  to  condemn  the 
“man  of  Orleans,” — if  he  deserves  it. 

Orleans,  J\lay  12. — Letters  have  been  receiv- 
ed in  town  to  the  1st  inst,  from  Fort  Montgomery, 
which  state  that  a small  party  of  United  States 
troops  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Eddy,  w'hilst 
ascending  the  Escambia  with  provisions,  were  at- 
tacked with  a sudden  and  unexpected  voUev  of 
small  arms  from  a body  of  Indians,  by  which  one 
of  the  soldiers  was  killed  and  two  severely  wound- 
ed. As  soon  as  intelligence  of  this  event  reached 
Fort  Montgomery,  major  W.  Youngs  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  a detachment  amounting  to  74  men, 
comprehending  regulars,  militiu  and  Indians,  and 
set  off'  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  In  the  vicinity  of 
bayou  rexur,  he  encountered  and  routed  them, 
with  the  loss  on  his  side  of  only  one  soldier  killed. 
That  of  the  enemy  in  killed  wounded  and  prison- 
ers, was  30 — the  remainder  to  the  number  of  87, 
sued  for  peace,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  interior 
of  the  Creek  nation.  Bayou  Texar  is  not  laid 


down  on  any  map  that  we  are  acquainted  with 
We  believe  it  flows  from  the  east  into  the  bay  of 
Escambia. 


Navigation  Act. 

MR.  king’s  speech  IN  THE  SENA.TE,  FRIDAY  APRIL  3, 
1818. 

Agriculture,  manufactures,  and  foreign  com- 
merce, said  Mr.  King,  are  the  true  sources  of 
wealth  and  power  of  nations:  agriculture  is  the 
chief  and  well  rewarded  occupation  of  our  people, 
and  yields,  in  addition  to  what  we  want  for  our  use, 
a great  surplus  for  exportation.  Manufactures  are 
making  a sure  and  steady  progress;  and,  with  the 
abundance  of  food  and  of  raw  materials,  which  the 
country  aflords,  will,  at  no  distant  day,  be  sufficient, 
in  the  principal  branches,  for  our  own  consumption, 
and  furnish  a valuable  addition  to  our  exports. 

But,  without  shipping  and  seamen,  the  surplusses 
of  agriculture  and  of  manufactures  would  depre- 
ciate on  our  hands;  the  cotton,  tobacco,  bread 
staffs,  provisions  and  manufactures,  would  turn 
out  to  be  of  little  worth,  unless  we  have  ships  and 
mariners  to  carry  them  abroad,  and  to  distribute 
them  in  the  foreign  markets. 

Nations  have  adopted  different  theories,  as  re- 
spects the  assistance  to  be  derived  from  navigation; 
some  have  been  content  with  a passive  foreign 
commerce— owning  no  ships  themselves,  blit  de- 
pending on  foreigners  and  foreign  vessels  to  bring 
to  them  their  supplies,  and  to  purchase  of  them 
their  surplusses;  while  others,  and  almost  every 
modern  nation  that  borders  upon  the  ocean,  liave 
preferred  an  active  foreign  trade,  carried  on,  as  far 
as  consistent  with  the  reciprocal'  rights  of  others, 
by  national  ships  and  seamen. 

A dependance  upon  foreign  navigation,  subjects 
those  who  are  so  dependant,  to  the  known  disad- 
vantages arising  from  foreign  wars,  and  to  the  ex- 
pense and  risk  of  the  navigation  of  belligerent  na- 
tions— the  policy  of  employing  a national  shipping 
is,  therefore,  almost  universally  approved  and 
adopted;  it  affords  not  only  a more  certain  means 
of  prosecuting  foreign  commerce,  but  the  freight, 
as  well  as  the  profits  of  trade,  are  added  to  the 
stock  of  the  nation. 

The  Value  and  importance  of  national  shipping 
and -national  seamen,  have  created  among  the  great 
maritime  powers,  and  particularly  in  England,  a 
strong  desire  to  acquire,  by  restrictions  and  exclu- 
sion, a disproportionate  share  of  the  general  com- 
merce of  the  world. 

As  all  nations  have  equal  rights,  and  each  may 
claim  equal  advantages  in  its  intercourse  with 
others,  the  true  theory  of  inter-national  commerce 
is  one  of  equality,  and  of  reciprocal  benefits;  this 
theory  gives  to  etiterprise,  to  skill  and  to  capital, 
their  just  and  natural  advantages;  any  other  scheme 
is  merely  ardficial;  and  so  far  as  it  aims  at  advan- 
tages over  those  who  adhere  to  the  open  system, 
it  aims  at  profit  at  the  expense  of  natural  justice. 

The  colonial  system  being  founded  in  this  vicious 
theory,  has,  therefore  proved  to  be  the  fruitful 
source  of  dissatisfaction,  insecurity  and  war.  Ac- 
cording to  this  system  the  colonies  were  depressed 
below  the  rank  of  their  fellow  subjects,  and  the 
I'mits  of  their  industry  and  their  intercourse  with, 
foreign  countries,  placed  under  different  regula- 
tions from  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  mother 
country:  it  was  the  denial  to  Americans  of  the 
rights  enjoyed  by  Englishmen,  that  produced  the 
American  revolution — and  the  same  cause,  greatly 
aggravated,  is  working  the  same  effect  in  South 
America. 
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Among’  the  navigators  and  discoverers  of  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  the  Dutch  be- 
came highly  distinguished,  and,  by  enterprize, 
economy  and  perseverance,  made  themselves  the 
carriers  of  other  nations,  and  their  country  the 
entrepot  of  FAirope — and  it  was  not  until  the  mid 
die  of  the  fourteenth  century,  that  England  passed 
her  navigation  act,  which  had  for  its  object,  to  cur- 
tail the  navigation  of  the  Dutch  and  to  extend  their 
own. 

According  to  this  act,  thejwhole  trade  and  inter- 
course between  England,  Asia,  Africa  and  Ameri- 
ca, were  confined  to  the  shipping  and  mariners  of 
England;  and  the  intercourse  between  England  and 
the  rest  of  Europe  was  placed  under  regulations 
which,  in  a great  measure,  confined  the  same  to 
English  ships  and  seamen. 

This  act  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  Dutch, 
and  proved  the  occasion  of  the  obstinate  naval  wars 
that  afterwards  followed.  England  was  victorious, 
persisted  in  her  navigation  act,  and  in  the  end, 
broke  down  the  liionopoly  in  trade  which  the  Dutch 
possessed. 

Th’dt  in  vindication  of  her  equal  right  to  navi- 
gate tiie  ocean,  England  should  have  resisted  the' 
monopoly  of  the  Dutch,  and  freely  expended  her 
blood  and  treasure  to  obtain  her  just  share  of  the 
general  commerce,  deserved  the  approbation  of 
all  impartial  men.  But,  having  accomplished  this 
object,  that  she  should  herself  aim  at,  and  in  the 
end  establish,  the  same  exclusive  system,  and  on  a 
more  extended  scale,  is  neither  consistent  with 
her  own  laudable  principles,  nor  compatible  with 
the  rights  of  others;  who,  relatively  to  her  mono- 
poly now,  are  in  the  like  situation  towards  En- 
gland, in  which  England  was  towards  the  Dutch, 
when  she  asserted  and  made  good  her  rights  against 
them. 

By  the  English  act  of  navigation,  the  trade  of  the 
colonies  is  restrained  to  the  dominions  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  and  none  but  English  ships  are  allow- 
ed to  engage  in  it. 

So  long  as  colonies  are  within  such  limits  as 
leave  to  other  nations  a convenient  resort  to  fo- 
reign markets  for  the  exchange  of  the  goods  which 
they  have  to  sell,  for  those  they  want  to  buy,  so 
long  this  system  is  tolerable;  but  if  the  power  of 
a state  enables  it  to  increase  the  number  of  its 
colonies  and  dependant  territories,  so  that  it  be- 
comes the  mistress  of  the  great  military  and  com- 
mercial stations  throughout  the  globe,  this  exten- 
sion of  dominion,  and  the  consequent  monopoly  of 
commerce,  seem  to  be  incompatible  with,  and  ne- 
cessarily to  abridge  the  equal  rights  of  other  states. 

In  the  late  debates  of  the  English  parliament, 
the  minister  in  the  house  of  lords,  stated,  “that 
instead  of  seventeen  thousand  men,  employed 
abroad  in  1791,  forty-one  thousand  were  then  (1816) 
required,  exclusive  of  those  that  were  serving  in 
France  and  in  India,  That  England  now  has  forty, 
three  principal  colonies,  in  all  of  which  troops  are 
necessary;  that  sixteen  of  these  principal  colonies 
v/ere  acquired  since  1791,  and  six  of  them  had 
grown  into  that  rank  from  mere  colonial  depen- 
dencies.” And,  in  the  house  of  commons,  the 
minister,  alluding  to  the  acquisitions  made  during 
the  war  withFrance,  said, “that  England  had  acquir- 
ed what,  in  former  days  would  have  been  thought 
romance — she  had  acquired  the  keys  of  every  great 
military  station.” 

Thus,  the  commercial  aggrandisement  of  En- 
gland has  become  such,  as  the  men  who  protested 
against  monopoly,  and  devised  the  navigation  act  to 
break  it  down,  could  never  have  anticipated,  and 


it  may,  ere  long,  concern  other  nations  to  enquire 
whether  laws  and  principles,  applicable  to  the 
narrow  limits  of  English  dominion  and  commerce, 
at  the  date  of  the  navigation  act,  when  colonies  and 
commerce,  and  even  navigation  itself,  were  compa- 
ratively in  their  infancy;  laws  .arid  principles  aimed 
against  monopoly,  and  adopted  to  secure  to  England 
her  just  share  in  the  general  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  world,  ought  to  be  used  by  England 
to  perpetuate  in  her  own  hands  a system  equally 
as  exclusive,  and  far  more  comprehensive,  than  that 
which  she  was  the  chief  agent  to  abolish. 

Our  colonial  system  is  an  open  one — our  ports 
and  our  commerce  are  free  to  all — we  neither 
possess,  nor  desire  to  possess,  colonies,  nor  do  we 
object  that  others  should  possess  them,  unless 
thereby  the  general  commerce  of  the  world  be  so 
abridged,  that  we  are  restrained  in  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  countries  wanting  our  supplies,  and 
furnishing,  in  return,  those  which  we  stand  in  need 
of. 

But,  it  is  not  to  the  colonial  system,  but  to  a new 
principle,  which,  in  modern  times,  has  been  incor- 
porated  with  those  of  the  navigation  act  that  we 
now  object.  According  to  tliis  act,  no  direct  trade 
or  intercourse  can  be  carried  on  between  a colony 
and  a foreign  country;  but,  by  the  free-port  hill, 
passed  in  the  present  reign,  the  English  contraband 
trade,  which  had  been  long  pursued,  in  violation  of 
Spanish  laws,  between  the  English  and  Spanish 
colonies,  was  sanctioned  agd  regulated  by  an  En- 
glish act  of  parliament;  and,  since  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States,  England  has  passed 
laws,  opening  an  intercourse  and  trade  between 
her  AVest  India  colonies  and  the  United  States,  and 
excluding  the  shipping  of  the  United  States,  .lias 
confined  the  same  to  English  ships  and  seamen;  de- 
parting by  this  law  not  only  from  the  principles 
of  the  navigation  act,  which  she  was  at  liberty  to 
do,  by  opening  a direct  intercourse  between  the 
colonies  and  a foreign  country,  but  controlling, 
which  she  had  nAo  authority  to  do,  the  reciprocal 
rights  of  the  United  States  to  employ  their  own 
vessels  to  carry  it  on. 

Colonies  being  parts  of  the  nation,  are  subject 
to  its  regulations — but,  when  an  intercourse  and 
trade  are  opened  between  colonies  and  a foreign 
country,  the  foreign  country  becomes  a party,  and 
has  a reciprocal  claim  to  employ  its  own  ves,sels, 
equally  in  the  intercourse  and  trade  with  such  colo- 
nies, as  with  any  other  part  of  the  nation  to  which 
they  belong. 

Governments  owe  it  to  the  trust  confided  to  them, 
carefully  to  watch  over,  and  by  all  suitable  means 
to  promote,  the  general  welfare;  and  while,  on  ac- 
count of  a small  or  doubtful  inconvenience,  they 
will  not  disturb  a beneficial  intercourse  between 
their  people  and  a foreign  country,  they  ought  not 
to  omit  the  interposition  of  their  corrective  autho- 
rity, whenever  an  important  public  interest  is  in- 
vaded, or  the  national  reputation  affected. — “It  is 
good  not  to  try  experiments  in  states,  unless  the 
necessity  be  urgent,  or  the  utility  evident;  and  well 
to  beware,  that  it  be  the  reformation  that  draweth 
on  the  change,  and  not  the  desire  of  change  that 
pretendeth  the  reformation.” 

in  tliis  case,  the  importance  of  the  reformation  is 
seen  and  acknowledged  by  every  one,  and  the  delay 
that  has  occurred  in  the  making  of  it  may  call  for 
explanation. 

We  are  unable  to  state  with  accuracy^  the  ton- 
nage and  seamen  employed  before  the  revolution, 
in  the  trade  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  t^e  otherEnglrsh  colonies;  L' at  it  is  kno>vh 
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to  have  been  a principal  branch  of  the  American 
navigation. 

The  colonies  that  England  has  since  acquired 
from  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  together  with  the 
increased  population  of  the  old  colonies,  require 
more  ships  and  seamen  to  be  employed  in  the  trade 
now  than  were  engaged  in  it  before  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States, 

Without  reference  to  the  tonnage  and  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  English  West  In- 
dia colonies,  during  ^he  late  wars  between  England 
and  France,  which  by  reason  of  the  suspension  of 
the  Englisli  navigation  act,  and  the  neutrality  of 
the  United  States,  will  afford  no  standard  by  winch 
the  tonnage  and  trade  of  peace  can  be  ascertained 
— the  present  custom  house  returns  are  the  best 
documents  that  we  can  consult  upon  this  subject. 
According  to  a late  report  from  the  department  of 
the  treasury,  the  tonnage  employed  in  this  trade 
during  the  year  1816,  which  may  be  taken  as  an 
average,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand tons,  requiring  between  five  and  six  thousand 
seamen.  There  may  be  some  error  in  this  return, 
though  we  are  not  liable  to  detect  it — the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  shipping  and  seamen 
engaged  in  this  trade,  will  be  nvore  readily  under- 
stood by  comparison  than  otherwise.  The  tonnage 
thus  employed  exceeds  the  whole  tonnage  employ- 
ed by  the  English  East  India  company  in  its  trade 
with  Asia;  is  nearly  a moiety  of  the  American  and 
English  tonnage  employed  between  the  United 
States  and  Engliuid,  and  her  possessions  in  Europe 
— is  equal  to  the  American  tonnage  employed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England,  and  is  almost 
an  eighth  part  of  the  whole  registered  tonnage  of  the 
United  States. 

To  the  loss  of  profits  which  would  accrue  from 
an  equal  participation  in  this  trade,  may  be  added 
the  loss  of  an  equal  share  of  tlie  freights  made  by 
the  vessels  engaged  in  it — the  amount  whereof 
must  be  equal  to  two  millions  of  ^ollars,  annually. 
Other  advantages  are  enjoyed  by  England,  by  the 
possession  of  the  exclusive  navigation  between  the 
United  States  and  her  colonies,  and  between  them 
and  England.  Freights  are  made  by  English  ves- 
sels between  Engl  md  and  the  United,  Slates,  be- 
tween them  and  the  English  colonies,  as  well  as  be- 
tween these  colonies  and  England.  English  voya- 
ges are  thus  made  on  the  three  sides  of  the  triangle, 
wl)ile  those  of  the  United  Stales  are  confined  to 
one  side  of  it,  that  between  the  United  States  and 
England. 

But  the  money  vahie  of  this  great  portion  of  our 
navigation,  claimed  and  hitherto  enjoyed  by  Eu 
gland,  although  an  object  that  deserves  the  public 
protection,  is  not  the  most  important  view  in  which 
the  same  should  be  considered  by  the  senate.  We 
?nusL  learn  wisdom  from  past  times;  and  while  the 
experience  of  the  father  is  too  often  lost  on  the 
o >n,  this  ought  not  to  be  the  case  in  the  affairs  of 
nations,  which,  living  from  age  to  age,  and  profit- 
iig  by  long  experience,  should  become  wiser  as 
tiiey  grow  older.  The  present  condition  of  na- 
tions, and  especially  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
o '’n  continent  merit  our  watchful  attention,  and 
admonish  us  to  cherish  our  national  resoin  ces  and 
seasonably  to  devise,  and  perseveringly  to  build  up, 
those  establishments,  that  our  present  safely  de- 
uumds,  and  wiiich  may  be  commensurate  wi  li  our 
i .iiure  destiny. 

Juslice  arid  moderation,  which,  we  confidently 
liOpe  may  preside  over,  and  guide  our  public  coun- 
cils, liavp  not  been  found  to  oe  a sufficient  armour 
I'u-  the  defemce  of  nations.  “Wisdom,  in  the  an-  • 


dent  mythology,  was  represented  armed,  because 
experience  had  proved,  that  good  examples  and 
noble  precepts  fail  of  their  efficacy,  unaccompanied 
by  a power  to  enforce  them.”  To  defend  ourselves, 
our  houses,  our  harbors,  and  our  commerce,  from 
foreign  aggression  and  violence,  a navy  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  necessary.  From  the  land  side  we 
are  safe;  against  dangers  from  the  ocean,  a navy 
will  prove  to  be  our  cheap,  our  sure,  and  most  effi- 
cient defence. 

Although  a subject  of  doubt  heretofore,  this  truthg 
is  now  so  well  understood,  and  so  universally  ad- 
mitted, that  it  would  be  to  mis-spend  the  time  of 
the  senate  to  enter  into  its  developement. 

An  efficient  navy  never  has  existed,  and  cannot 
exist,  without  a commercial  marine;  and  the  mari- 
time history  of  Europe,  which  abounds  with  in- 
struction on  this  subject,  demonstrates  this  politi- 
cal truth,  that  the  naval  power  of  every  nation  is  in 
proportion  to  its  commercial  shipping.  Money 
may  build  ships,  but  the  navigation  of  the  great 
ocean  only  can  make  seamen;  and  it  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  shipping  and  seamen  from  the  navi- 
gation between  the  United  States  and  the  colonies 
of  England,  derives  its  chief  importance. 

The  prosperity  and  safety  of  nations  are  promot- 
ed and  established  by  institutions,  early  and  wisely 
adapted  to  these  ends.  x\  navy,  being  such  an  in- 
stitution, and  our  experience  having  proved  its  im- 
portance, it  has  become  the  duty  of  congress  to 
adopt  and  to  enforce  those  regulations  that  are  ne- 
cessary to  its  efficient  establishment.  None  more 
efficatious  can  be  devised,  than  such  as  encourage 
and  increase  the  shipping  and  mariners  of  the 
country,  and,  for  this  purpose,  exclude  those  of  a 
foreign  power  from  a principal  branch  of  our  own 
navigation;  a branch  that  now  educates  and  bolds 
ready  for  service  in  the  navy  of  England,  and  which 
would  educate  and  hold  ready  for  service  in  our 
own  navy,  were  the  United  States,  instead  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  possession  thereof,  a body  of  several 
thousand  seamen. 

But,  by  passing  this  act  shall  we  not  cut  our- 
selves oil’ from  those  supplies,  which  our  habits 
have  rendered  indispensable.?  Will  not  the  Eng- 
lish colonial  markets,  for  supplies  hitherto  pur- 
chased among  us,  and  imported  to  them,  be  lost 
and  shall  we  increase  our  navigation  by  adopting 
the  law.? 

The  documents  that  have  been  communicated  to 
the  senate  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign relations,  (Mr.  Barbour)  satisfactorily  prove 
tliat  we  are  independent  of  the  Englisli  colonies  for 
a supply  of  sugar  and  coffee,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion; our  annual  re-exportation  of  these  articles  ex- 
ceeding ihe  quantity  of  them  annually  imported 
from  tile  English  colonies;  and,  in  respect  to  rum, 
tlie  other  articles  imported  from  these  colonies,  its 
exclusion  will  be  line  loss  to  England  of  its  best 
and  almost  only  market;  and  its  place  will  be  rea- 
dily supplied  by  otlier  foreign  rum  and  by  brandy; 
O!’,  wiiich  is  more  probable,  by  domestic  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  grain. 

Tlie  exports  from  the  United  States  to  the  Eng- 
lish West  India  colonies  have  been  estimated 
fjur  miiiions  of  dollars  annually;  the  problem  has 
been  disputed  ever  since  the  independence  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  still  remains  to  be  solved,  whe- 
tiier  liiese  coUifhes  could  obtain  from  any  other 
(ju<rter  the  supplies  received  from  the  United 
S *tes.  'fo  make  this  experiment,  effiectually,  fur - 
tlier  restrictions  and  regulations  may  bicorhe  ne- 
cessary, whicli  it  is  not  now  deemed  expedient  to 


NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  27,  1818— MR.  KING’S  SIEECH. 


SOI 


propose.  If  the  question  be  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  supplies  will  be  continued  frona  the  Unit 
ed  Slates  and  our  shipping  will  be  benefitted. 

Ifthe  articles  heretofore  supplied  from  this  coun- 
try can  be  obtained  elsewhere,  we  must  find  out 
other  markets  for  our  exports,  or  the  labor  employ- 
ed in  prepfiringthem  must  be  applied  to  some  other 
br.mch  of  industry.  We  have  the  power,  and  here- 
after it  may  become  our  policy,  as  it  is  that  of 
other  countries,  to  resort  to  a regulation,  the  effect 
of  which  would  go  far  to  balance  any  disadvantage 
arising  from  the  loss  of  the  English  colonial  mar- 
kets. We  import  annually  upwards  of  six  million 
gallons  of  West  India  rum,  more  than  half  of  which 
comes  from  the  English  colonies;  we  also  import 
every  year  nearly  seven  million  gallons  of  molas- 
ses, as  every  gallon  of  molasses  yields,  by  distila- 
tion,  a gallon  of  rum;  the  rum  imported,  added  to 
tba^  distilled  from  imported  molasses,  is  probably 
equal  to  twelve  million  gallons,  which  enormous 
quantity  is  chiefly  consumed  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States 

If  the  importation  of  rum  and  molasses,  for  dis- 
tillation, be  prohibited,  it  would  require  four  mil- 
lion bushels  of  grain  for  distillation  to  supply  an 
equal  quantity  of  ardent  spirits;  and  in  this  way, 
our  agriculture  would  be  indemnified  for  any  loss 
it  might  suffer  by  loosing  the  English  colonial  mar- 
kets. 

As  respects  the  timber  and  lumber  trade  includ 
Ing  staves  and  wood  in  all  the  forms  in  which  we 
prepare  them  for  exportation,  should  no  foreign 
markets  be  found  to  supply  those  which,  by  the 
imposition  of  high  duties,  we  have  lost  in  England, 
and  those  which  by  the  passing  of  this  bill,  we  may 
loose  in  the  English  and  India  colonies,  those  who 
are  engaged  in  this  precarious,  and,  generally,  ill 
paid  and  unprofitable  business,  will  hereafter  con 
fine  their  supplies  to  our  domestic  wants,  which 
constantly  ii.crease,  and  to  the  foreign  markets, 
that  are  neither  effected  by  English  duties,  nor  the 
bill  before  us. 

The  timber  of  the  country  is  becoming  scarce, 
and  more  and  more  an  object  of  public  concern. — 
The  forests  upon  the  frontier  of  the  ocean,  and  on 
the  great  rivers  leading  to  it,  are  nearly  destroyed. 
In  other  countries,  and  even  in  Russia,  the  impro- 
vident waste  of  their  timber,  especially  in  the 
neighborhood  of  their  great  iron  works,  is  becom- 
ing a national  inconvenience. 

Masts,  spars,  pine  and  oak  timber,  fit  for  naval 
purposes,  and  for  the  numerous  uses  for  which 
timber  and  wood  are  wanted,  were  far  more  abun- 
dant, and  of  better  quality  formerly,  and  within  the 
memory  of  men  now  living,  than  they  are  at  the 
present  day;  and  a little  more  care  and  economy 
in  the  use  of  our  timber  even  now,  will  confer  an 
important  benefit  on  posterity.  The  probability, 
however,  is,  that  as  respects  our  valuable  timber, 
we  shall  not  want  foreign  markets  for  all  we  have 
to  spare.  , 

As  a general  rule  it  is  correct,  that  every  person 
should  be  free  to  fellow  the  business  he  may  pre- 
fer, since,  by  the  fre  edom,  sagacity,  and  enterprise 
of  individuals  the  general  welfare  is  commonly  pro- 
moted. There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  this 
principle;  and  as  general  rules  affect  uneaqually 
individual  concerns,  and  measures  adopted  for  the 
common  welfare  may  sometimes  interfere  with  pri- 
vate pursuits,  from  the  nature  and  end  of  society, 
the  latter  must  give  way  for,  and  yield  to,  the  for- 
mer: and,  in  this  case,  the  general  welfare,  and 
the  interest  that  all  have  in  the  encouragement  and 
. protection  of  the  shipping  and  seamen  of  the  coun- 


try, take  precedence  over  the  the  private  andindi* 
vidual  interests  of  persons,  whose  occupations  may 
thereby  be  somewhat  effected. 

Touching  the  last  point,  whether  we  shall  in- 
crease our  own  navigation  and  seamen,  by  yiassing 
the  bill,  it  may  be  observed:  If  England  meet  us  in 
the  temper  that  we  hope  she  may  do,  and  enter 
into  a reciprocally  beneficial  arrangement,  concern- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  two  countries,  our  ship- 
ping %ill  acquire  thereby  a portion  of  the  car- 
rying trade,  now  exclusively  possessed  by  Eng- 
land; if  she  persists  in  her  exclusive  system,  and 
thus  compel  us  to  meet  restriction  with  restriction, 
we  shall  not  be  the  loosers  by  this  course,  but  shall 
ultimately  be  gainers.  According  to  the  English 
navigation  act,  as  well  as  the  act  of  parliament, 
that  depart  from  it,  and  opens  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  English  colonies  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  excluded  from  any  share  in  the  navigation 
between  these  colonies  and  the  United  States.  No 
notice  is  taken  of  the  occasional  relaxation  of  the 
latter  act,  because,  by  the  double  competition 
created  by  the  Americans  themselves,  as  sellers 
and  buyers  in  the  English  colonies,  the  intercourse 
is  probably  disadvantageous,  rather  than  beneficial 
to  us.  According  to  the  permanent  law,  Englisii 
shipping  only  brings  to  us  her  West  India  supplies, 
and  takes  in  return  the  articles  wanted  in  these 
colonies.  If  English  shipping  be  no  longer  employ- 
ed in  this  service,  and  the  articles  formerly  sent  to 
these  colonies,  are  exported  to  other  markets,  or 
the  supplies  received  from  them  are  sought  for 
and  imported  into  the  United  States  from  other 
places,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  will  be  em- 
ployed in  this  service,  and  so  the  navigation  and 
mariners  of  the  country  will  be  encouraged  and 
increased. 

It  will  be  found,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  that 
new  markets  will  be  discovered,  as  well  to  pur- 
chase our  surplusses,  as  to  ‘supply  our  wan  s, 
should  those  be  lost  with  which  we  have  formerly 
had  intercourse.  But,  why  has  a measure  of  this 
importance  been  so  long  deferred.?  The  explana- 
tion which  this  question  requires  cannot  be  made 
withot  some  reference  to  the  history  of  our  commu- 
nications with  England,  since  the  peace  of  1783,  as 
well  as  to  the  views  and  policy  of  men  and  parties, 
that  have  in  succession  influenced  our  public 
affvirs. 

As,  according  to  the  powers  of  England,  notwith- 
standing the  a<^nowledgment  of  our  independence, 
neither  trade  nor  intercourse  could  be  carried  on 
between  the  United  States  and  her  dominions,  it 
became  necessary  after  the  treaty  of  peace  to  pass 
some  act  whereby  this  trade  and  intercourse  might 
be  prosecuted — a bill  for  this  purpose  was  intro- 
duced into  the  house  of  commons  by  the  adminis- 
tration which  concluded  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  United  States.  The  general  scope  and  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  correspond  with  the  liberal  princj 
pies  which  were  manifested  in  the  treaty  ofpc^ce; 
they  plainly  shew  that  the  authors  of  this  bill  un- 
derstood that  the  true  basis  of  the  trade  and  inter 
course  between  nations,  is  reciprocity  of  benefit;  a 
foundation  on  which,  alone  the  friendly  intercourse 
between  men  and  nations  can  be  permanently  esta 
blished.  The  preamhie  of  this  bijl  declares  “uial 
it  was  highly  expedient,  that  tlie  intercourse  be 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  shouid 
be  establ^hed  qn  the  most  enlarged  princqjles  cd 
reciprocal  benefit  to  both  countries,”  and  as,  IVoiu 
the  distance  between  them,  it  would  be  a considera- 
ble time  before  a treaty  of  commerce  pijtcing  the;,' 
trade  and  intercourse  on  a permanent  founclatio  , 
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conld  be  concluded,  tlie  bill  for  the  purpose  of  a 
temporary  reg-ulation  thereof,  provided,  that  Ame- 
rican vessels  should  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  as  those  of  other  independent  states, 
and  that  their  cargoes  should  be  liable  to  the  same 
duties  only  as  the  same  merchandize  would  be  sub- 
ject to  if  the  same  were  the  property  of  British 
subject’s,  and  imported  in  British  vessels — and, 
further,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  should 
be  admitted  into  the  English  plantations,  and  co- 
lonies, in  America,  with  any  articles  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  and,  with  liber- 
ty to  ejtport  from  such  colonies  and  plantations  to 
the  United  States  any  merchandise  whatsoever, 
subject  to  the  same  duties  only,  as  if  the  property 
of  British  subjects,  and  imported  or  exported  in 
British  vessels;  allowing,  also,  the  same  bounties, 
drawbacks,  and  exemptions,  on  goods  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  to  the  United  States,  in  Ame- 
rican vessels,  as  on  the  like  exportations  in  Bri- 
tish vessels  to  the  English  colonies  and  plantations. 

The  persons  benefitted  by  the  English  exclusive 
system  of  trade  and  navigation,  were  put  in  motion 
by  this  bill,  which  was  earnestly  opposed,  and,  af- 
ter a variety  of  discussion,  postponed  or  rejected. 
About  this  period,  '.Ir,  Pitt,  who  had  supported 
this  bill  in  the  house  of  commons,  resigned  his 
office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as  his  col- 
leagues, in  lord  Shelburne’s  administration,  had 
laeforc  done.  The  coalition  administration  that 
succeeded,  introduced  a new  bill,  which  became  a 
law,  vesting  in  the  king  aod  council  authority  to 
make  such  temporary  regulations  of  the  American 
navigation  and  trade,  as  should  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

Sundry  orders  in  council  were  accordingly  made, 
v,^hereby  a trade  and  intercourse  in  American  and 
English  vessels,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  were  allowed,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  fish  oil,  and  one  or  two  other  articles,  the 
produce  of  the  United  States,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  was  admitted  freely,  or  subject  to  the  du- 
ties payable  on  the  like  articles  imported  in  En- 
glish ves.sels  from  the  xVmerican  colonies. 

An  intercourse,  and  a trade,  in  enumerated  arti- 
cles, were  also  opened,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  English  West  India  colonies,  but,  with  a 
proviso,  (the  principle  whereof  is  still  maintained 
against  us)  whereby  American  vessels  were  ex- 
cluded, and  the  whole  trade  confined  to  English 
vessels. 

Affer  a periodical  renewal  of  these  orders,  for 
several  years,  the  regulation  that  they  contained 
were  adopted  by,  and  became  an  act  of  parliament. 
This  act  was  afterwards  modified,  and  rendered 
conformable  to  the  provision  of  Mr.  , lay’s  treaty, 
the  commercial  articles  of  which,  expired  in  the 
year  1803,  not  long  after  which  date  England  pass- 
ed  a new  act  of  parliament  concerning  the  Ameri- 
can navigation  and  trade.  This  act  maintains  the 
exclusion  of  American  vessels  from  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  English  colo- 
nies, and  confines  the  same,  as  former  acts  and  or- 
ders in  council  had  done,  to  English  vessels;  it  re- 
pealed the  settlement  of  duties  pursuant  to  Mr, 
Jay’s  treaty;  and,  giving  up  the  policy  of  the  en- 
larged and  liberal  system  of  intercourse  which  had 
been  proposed  in  Mr.  Pitths  bill,  it  repealed  such 
parts  of  all  former  acts  and  orders  as  admitted  the 
productions  of  tlie  United  States,  eitlier  freely,  or, 
bn  paying  the  same  duties  only  as  were  payable  on 
the  like  articles  imported  from  the  English  colo- 
nics and  plantations;  and,  placed  all  articles  the 
produce  of  the  United  States,  imported  in  Ameri- 


can vessels,  on  the  same  footing  as  the  like  article 
imported  in  foreign  ships  from  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. This  new  footing  of  our  trade  with  England, 
the  importance  whereof,  is  well  understood  by 
those  who  are  engaged  in  supplying  her  markets 
with  masts,  spars,  timber,  naval  stores,  and  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  may  be  regarded  as  decisive  evidence 
of  a complete  change  of  policy  concerning  the 
American  trade  and  intercourse — w^hich,  however 
unsatisfactory,  as  respected  the  colonial  trade,  has 
become  more  so,  by  the  foregoing  provision  of  this 
act  of  parliament. 

The  policy  that  manifested  itself  in  the  treaty 
of  our  independence,  and  which  is  seen  in  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States,  prepared  by  the  ad- 
ministration that  made  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  to 
unite  in  a firm  bond  of  friendship,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  trade  and  intercourse  on  the  solid  basis  of 
reciprocal  benefit,  a people  politically  separate, 
living  under  different  governments,  but,  having  a 
conamon  origin,  a common  language,  a common 
law,  and  kindred  blood;  circumstances  so  peculiar, 
as  not  to  be  found  between  any  other  nation.  In- 
stead of  this  policy,  one  of  a different  sort  is  pre- 
ferred— one  that  England  has  aright  to  prefer;  and, 
against  the  many  evils  of  which,  we  must  protect 
ourselves  as  well  as  we  are  able  to  do.  The  intri- 
cate, countervailing,  and  perplexing  code  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  founded  in  jealousy,  and  the 
rival  establishments  and  pursuits  of  the  powers  of 
Europe  bordering  upon,  and  con.stantly  interfei  ing 
with  each  other,  has  been  adopted  and  applied  to 
the  United  States — a people,  agricultural  more 
than  manufacturing  or  commercial,  placed  in 
another  quarter  of  the  globe,  cultivating,  and  pro- 
posing to  others  an  open  system  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse; and  herein  as  in  many  other  important 
discriminations,  differing  from  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  therefore  not  fit  subjects  to  which  these 
restrictive  and  jealous  regulations  are  applicable. 

Our  policy  is,  and  ever  has  been,  a different  one. 
We  desire  peace  with  all  nations;  and  the  wars  of 
maritime  Europe  have  taught  us,  that  a free  sys- 
tem of  trade  and  intercourse  W’ould  be  the  best 
means  of  preserving  it, 

With  these  principles  as  our  guide,  at  the  nego- 
ciatlon  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  our  minis- 
ters were  authorised  to  conclude  a treaty  of  com- 
merce with  England  on  this  basis;  but  no  treaty 
was  concluded.  Afterwards,  and  when  a tempo- 
rary trade  and  intercourse  were  opened  by  Eng- 
land, looking,  as  we  supposed,  to  a treaty  of  com- 
merce, congress  instructed  Messrs.  Adams,  Frank- 
liu  and  Jefferson  to  renew  the  overture  of  a treaty 
of  commerce,  which  was  done  through  the  Engli.sk 
ambassador  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1784;  but  no  cor- 
respondent disposition  being  shewn  by  England, 
this  second  overture  failed. 

The  interest  and  prejudice  of  those  who  were 
benefitted  by  the  monopolies,  and  exclusive  sys- 
tem of  England,  were  opposed  to  any  treaty  with 
this  country,  on  the  principle  of  reciprocal  advan- 
tage. The  political  writers  of  that  day,  under  the 
influence  of  these  partial  views,  or  not  sufficient- 
ly appreciating  the  true  theory  of  commerce,  con- 
tended that  it  would  be  folly  to  enter  into  en- 
gagements by  which  England  might  not  wish  to  be 
bound  in  future;  that  such  engagements  would  be 
gratuitous;  as,  according  to  their  interpretation, 
congress  possessed  no  power,  under  the  confedera- 
tion, to  enforce  any  stipulation  into  which  they 
might  enter,  that  no  treaty  that  could  be  made 
would  suit  all  the  states;  if  any  were  necessary, 
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they  should  be  made  with  the  states  separated; 
but  that  none  was  necessary;  and  those  wl;o  talk 
ed  of  liberality  and  reciprocity  in  commercial  f- 
fairs,  were  either  without  argument  or  knowledj^e; 
that  the  object  of  England  was,  not  reciprocity  and 
liberality,  but  to  raise  as  many  sailors  and  as  much 
shipping  as  possible.* 

This  unequal  footing  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
and  the  language  made  use  of  by  England  at  this 
juncture,  served  still  more  to  increase  the  public 
discontent;  especially  as  it  was  plainly  avowed 
that  England  ought  to  render  the  trade  with  us  as 
exclusively  advantageous  to  herself,  as  her  power 
would  enable  her  to  do.  Congress  having  no  pow- 
er, under  the  confederation,  to  impose  counter- 
vailing and  other  corrective  regulations  of  trade, 
the  states  separately  attempted  to  establish  regu 
lations  upon  this  subject.  But,  as  a part  only  of 
the  states  joined  in  this  measure,  and  as  the  laws 
that  were  passed  for  this  purpose  differed  from 
each  other,  the  experiment  completely  failed. 

In  this  condition  of  our  navigation  and  trade, 
subject  to  foreign  restrictions  and  exclusion,  with- 
out a power  at  home  to  countervail  and  check  the 
same,  congress  resolved  to  make  ano<her  effort  to 
conclude  a commercial  treaty  with  England.  For 
this  purpose  Mr  Adams,  since  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  appointed,  and  went  to  England. 
Mr.  Adams  resided  in  England  for  several  years; 
but.  found  and  left  the  government  unchanged,  and 
equally  as  before  disinclined  to  make  with  us  a 
treaty  of  commerce. 

This  further  disappointment,  with  the  depreciat- 
ing condition  of  our  navigation  and  trade,  joined 
to  the  embarrassment  of  the  public  finances,  pro- 
duced what  no  inferior  pressure  could  have  done; 
it  produced  the  general  convention  of  1787,  that 
formed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Had  England  entered  into  a liberal  treaty  of 
commerce  with  the  United  States,  this  convention 
would  not  have  been  assembled.  Without  so  in- 
tending it,  the  adherence  of  England  to  her  unequal 
and  exclusive  system  of  trade  and  navigation,  gave 
to  this  country  a constitution;  and  the  counter 
vailing  and  equalizing  bill  now  before  the  sen- 
ate, arising  from  the  same  cause,  may  assist  us 
in  establishing  and  extending  those  great  branches 
of  national  wealth  and  power,  which  we  have  such 
constant  and  urgent  motives  to  encourage. 

The  establishment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  coeval  v/ith  the  commencement 
of  the  French  revolution.  The  sessions  of  the  ge- 
neral convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  assem- 
bly of  notables  at  Paris,  were  in  the  same  year. 

Laws  were  passed  by  the  first  congress  assem- 
bled under  the  new  constitution,  partiality  to  cor- 
rect the  inequality  of  our  navigation  and  trade  with 
foreign  nations;  and  a small  discrimination  in  du- 
ties of  impost  and  of  tonnage  was  made  for  this 
purpose. 

_ Afterwards  in  the  year  1794,  a number  of  resolu- 
tions on  the  subject  of  navig*ation  and  trade,  were 
moved  in  the  house  of  representatives,  by  a distin- 
guished member  of  that  body.  Tliese  resolutions 
had  a special  reference  to  the  refusal  of  England 
to  enter  into  an  equal  commercial  treaty  with  us, 
and  aimed  at  countervailing  her  exclusive  system. 
®i.her  and  more  direct  resolutions,  bearing  on  Eng- 
land, were  also  proposed  by  other  members,  and 
referred  to  the  inexecution  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  the  recest  captures  of  American  vessels  by 
English  cruisers,  in  the  American  seas. 

^Sheffield,  Chalmers  and  Kuos. 


The  policy  of  these  resolutions  was  doubted;  t’ey 
were  therefore  strenuously  opposed,  and  tiie  extra 
ordinary  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  to  England,  suspended 
tiieir  further  discussion. 

The  French  revolution  had  by  this  time  become 
the  object  of  universal  attention.  War  liad  bro 
ken  out  between  France  and  England:  The  nvow- 

e.d  policy  of  our  own  government  to  avoid  war, 
and  to  adhere  to  a system  of  neutrality,  was  much 
questioned;  and  for  a time  it  was  matter  of  great 
uncertainly  whether  the  country  would  support 
the  neutrality  recommended  by  the  president. 

The  universal  dissatisfaction,  on  account  of  the 
commercial  system  of  England,  the  inexcuiion  of 
the  articles  of  peace,  the  numerous  captures  by 
orders  of  the  English  govern voent,  of  our  vesselsj 
employed  in  a trade  strictly  neutral,  combined 
with  our  friendly  recollections  of  the  services  ol 
France  and  our  good  wishes  in  favor  of  the  eftbrt 
she  professed  to  be  making  to  establish  a free  con- 
stitution, constituted  a crisis  most  difiiculi  and  im- 
portant. 

It  was  in  these  circumstances,  that  president 
Washington  nominated  Mr.  Jay  as  envoy  to  Eng- 
land. The  senate  confirmed  the  nomination,  and 
thehimmediate  effect  was,  the  suspension  of  the  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  important  resolutions  before 
the  bouse  of  represeata’ives. 

England  seems  never  to  have  duly  appreciated 
the  true  character  and  importance  of  this  extraor 
dinary  measure.  France  well  understood  and  re- 
sented it.  Mr.  Jay  was  received  with  civility,  and 
concluded  a treaty  with  England  on  all  the  poin's 
of  his  instructions.  -When  published,  it  met  with 
g!-,eat  opposition:  The  article  respecting  the  West 

India  trade,  had  been  excluded  from  the  treaty  by 
ti  e senate,  by  reason  of  the  inadmi.ssible  condition 
or  proviso  that  was  coupled  with  it— with  this  ex- 
ception, it  was  finally  ratified  by  the  president. 

Although  the  treaty  did  not  come  up  to  the  ex- 
pectation of  all,  in  addition  to  satisfactory  arrang- 
ments,  concerning  English  debts,  the  unlawful  cap 
ture  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  and  the  de- 
livery of  the  ports,  points  of  very  great  importance; 
it  contained  articles  regulating  the  trade,  naviga-. 
tion,  and  maritime  rights  of  the  two  countries. — 
No  treaty  that  could  have  been  made  with  England 
would,  in  the  highly  excited  temper  of  the  coun- 
try, have  satisfied  it.  .But,  to  those  whose  object 
it  was  to  prevent  the  country  from  taking  part  ia 
the  war  between  France  and*  England,  and  to  pre- 
vail upon  it  to  adhere  to  a system  of  impartial  neu- 
trality; who,  moreover  believed,  that  the  safety 
and  even  liberties  of  the  country  were  concerned 
in  the  adoption  of  this  course,  the  treaty  proved  a 
welcome  auxiliary. 

It  suspended  the  further  agitation  of  difficult 
and  angry  topics  of  controversy  with  England;  it 
enabled  the  government  to  persist  in,  and  to  main- 
tain, the  system  of  neutrality  which  had  been  re- 
commended by  the  father  of  liis  country — a policy, 
the  correctness  and  benefiis  of  which,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  disagreement  of  opinion  among 
the  public  men  of  those  limes,  that  will  now  scarce- 
ly be  doubted  by  any  one. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  treaty,  further 
though  inefi’ectual  attempts  were  made  to  est:'.b- 
lish  a .satisfactory  intercourse  with  the  English  co- 
lonies in  the  West-Indies,  and  likewise  to  place 
the  subject  of  impressment  on  a mutually  safe  and 
equitable  footing. 

The  commercial  articles  of  this  treaty  expired 
in  1803,  no  proposal  having  been  made  to  renew 
them.  A subsequent  negociation  took  place,  bn; 
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nothing'  was  definitely  concluded.  The  peace  of 
Amiens  was  of  short  duration.  Another  war  took 
place  between  France  and  England;  no  maritime 
treaty  existed  between  the  United  States  and  En- 
gland; and  the  manner  in  which  England  exercised 
her  power  on  the  ocean;  the  great  interruption  of 
the  navigation  and  trade  of  neutral  nations;  the 
numerous  captures  of  their  ships  and  cargoes  un- 
der the  retaliatory  decrees  and  orders  of  France 
and  England,  with  other  vexatious  occurrences, 
revived  the  former  angry  feelings  towards  England, 
and  greatly  contributed  to  the  late  war  with  that 
nation. 

This  war  was  closed  not  long  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  general  peace  in  Europe;  and  the  trea- 
ty of  Ghent  was  followed  by  a meagre  commercial 
convention,  made  at  London,  and  limited  in  its 
duration,  to  a few  years  only. 

Neither  the  spirit  of  the  negociation,  nor  the 
scope  of  the  articles,  afford  any  evidence  that  En- 
gland is  inclined  to  treat  with  this  country  on  the 
only  principle  on  which  a commercial  treaty  with 
her  can  be  desirable.  Her  decision  on  this  point 
seems  to  be  beyond  question,  as  our  latest  com- 
munications inform  us,  that  her  ancient  system  will 
not  be  changed;  and,  in  case  we  are  dissatisfied  with 
its  operation,  that  England  has  no  objection  to  our 
taking  any  such  measures  concerning  the  same,  as 
we  may  deem  expedient — an  intimation  that  puts 
an  end  to  further  overtures  on  our  part.  Such  is 
the  explanation  why  the  measure  now  proposed 
has  been  so  long  deferred. 

louring  the  confederation,  congress  were  without 
power  to  adopt  it. 

The  treaty  concluded  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  1794,  the 
relaxation  of  the  navigation  and  colonial  laws,  dur- 
ing the  war  between  France  and  England,  and  the 
advantages  derived  from  our  neutral  trade  while 
this  war  continued,  rendered  tfie  measures  inexpe- 
dient during  this  period. 

A id  the  expectation  since  entertained,  that  a 
more  enlarged  and  equal  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  applicable,  in  its  provisions,  to  peace 
as  well  as  war,  might  be  substituted  in  place  of 
the  present  commercial  convention,  has  hitherto 
suspended  thejnterference  of  congress. 

This  expectation  must  be  given  up,  England  has 
apprised  us  of  her  decision  to  adhere  to  her  an- 
cient and  exclusive  system  of  trade  and  navigation^ 
and  the  only  alternative  before  us,  is,  to  submit  to 
the  regulation  of  our  own  navigation  by  England, 
or  to  interpose  the  authority  of  the  constitution  to 
countervail  the  same.  There  can  be  no  hesitation 
in  the  choice. 

1'he  bill  before  the  senate,  is  in  nothing  unfriend- 
ly towards  England — it  is  merely  a commercial 
regulation,  to  which  we  are  even  invited;  a mea- 
sure  strictly  of  self-defence,  and  intended  to  pro- 
tect the  legitimate  resources  of  ourowiti  counti’y  from 
being  any  longer  made  use  of,  not  as  they  should 
be,  for  our  benefit,  but,  to  encrease  and  strength- 
‘en  the  resousces  and  power  of  a foreign  nation. 

The  time  is  propitious;  causes  that  formerly 
prevented  the  union  of  opinions  in  favor  of  this 
measure  no  longer  exist;  the  old  world  is  at  peace; 
and  each  nation  is  busily  employed  in  repairing 
the  waste  of  war,  by  cultivating  the  arts,  and  ex- 
tending the  blessings  of  peace — England  has  come 
out  of  the  most  portentous  war  that  Europe  has 
ever  suffered,  not  only  unbroken,  but  with  encreas- 
ed  power. 

Her  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce 
were  cl|,erished;  were  without  interruption,  and 


encreased,  while  those  of  neighboring  nations  were 
suspended,  interrupted  or  destroyed. 

Her  colonies  and  dependent  territories,  have 
been  greatly  enlaTged,  at  the  expense  of  her  ene- 
mies; and  regions,  with  which  we  and  others  once 
had  trade  and  intercourse,  having  fallen  under  the 
dominion  of  England,  are  now  closed  against  us. 

We  have  no  other  question  depending  with  En- 
gland, except  those  concerning  impressment*  and 
the  fisheries and,  their  settlement  can,  in  no  man- 
ner, be  affected  by  the  passing  of  this  act. 

England  is  a great  and  illustrious  nation,  having 
attained  to  this  pre-eminence  by  generous  and  suc- 
cessful efforts,  in  breaking  down  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious bondage  of  former  ages.  Her  patriots,  her 
scholars,  and  her  statesmen,  have  adorned  her  his- 
tory, and  offer  models  for  the  imitation  of  others. 

We  are  the  powerful  descendants  of  England,  de- 
siring perpetual  friendship,  and  the  uninterrupted 
interchange  of  kind  offices,  and  reciprocal  bene- 
fits with  her.  We  have  demonstrated,  in  circum- 
stances the  most  critical,  constant  and  persevering 
evidence  of  this  disposition.  AVe  still  desire  the 
impartial  adjustment  of  our  mutual  intercourse,, 
and  the  establishment  of  some  equitable  regula- 
tions, by  which  our  personal  and  maritime  rights 
may  be  secure  from  arbitrary  violation.  A settle- 
ment that,  instead  of  endless  collision  and  dispute, 
may  be  productive  of  concord,  good  humor,  and 
friendship:  and,  it  depends  on  England,  whether 
such  is  to  be  the  relation  subsisting  between  us. 

If  this  bill  become  a law,  it  must  be  followed 
up  by  ulterior  provisions,  if  requisite,  to  give  to 
it  complete  effect.  Either  the  intercourse  must 
be  reciprocally  beneficial,  or  it  muat  not  be  suffer- 
ed to  exist. 


Liberation  of  Mr.  Meade, 

The  following  is  the  royal  order  of  Ferdinand,  for 
the  release  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  translated  for  the 
New-York  Evening  Post.  If  it  does  not  provke 


*With  the  English  laws  of  allegiance  and  im? 
pressment,  we  have  no  other  concern,  than  to  ex- 
empt our  citizens  fzom  their  application:  we  dq 
not  desire  the  service  of  English  seamen,  and,  En- 
gland should  be  the  last  to  seize  our  citizens  and 
force  them  into  her  service.  She  disclaims  this 
purpose,  but  persists  in  a pratice,  to  discover  and 
impress  her  own  seamen,  that,  unavoidably,  sub- 
jects ours  to  her  violence.  Whatever  her  rights 
may  be  they  should  be  so  used,  as  not  to  hurt  ours. 
This  is  a precept  of  universal  justice — a regulation 
may  be  devised,  that  if  not  perfect  in  every  case, 
would  be  so  generally  correct,  that,  considering 
the  difficulty  of  the  subject,  it  ought  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

-j-As  regards  the  fisheries,  those  of  the  ocean,  not 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  nation,  are  free 
to  all  men,  who  have  not  renounced  their  rights: 
those  on  the  coasts  and  bays  of  the  provinces,  con- 
quered in  America,  from  France,  were  acquired  by 
the  common  sword,  and  mingled  blood,  of  Ameri- 
cans and  Englishmen — members  of  t)ie  same  em- 
pire^ we,  witli  them,  had  a common  right  to  these 
fisheries;  and,  in  the  division  of  the  empire,  En- 
gland confirmed  one  title,  without  condition  or  li- 
mitation— a title  equally  irrevocable  with  those  of 
our  boundaries,  or  of  our  independence  itself. 

lAtuaqve  rogamus. 

Innocmimj  et  cunctis  undamque,  aura^nque  paten- 
tem. 
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contempt  it  will  excite  laughter,  for  it  is  more 
eminently  stupid  and  pitiful  than  any  docummt 
that  we  ever  saw.  If  we  were  assured  of  the  fact 
that  Ferdinand  himself  knows  hoto  to  vve 

should  suspect  that  this  article  was  from  the 
royal  pen:  if  otherwise,  it  shews  that  the  cabinet 
is  more  silly  than  we  expected  it  was  possible 
that  it  should  be. 

Our  loud,  the  king,  having  been  made  acquainted 
•with  the  consultation  which  the  committee  of  jus- 
tice, with  associates  from  that  supreme  tribunal, 
made  to  his  majesty  on  the  4th  of  October  last,  has 
again  minutely  examined  the  proceedings  touching 
the  law  suit  pending  between  Mr.  Richard  Meade, 
a citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Mr. 
John  Macdermov,  a subject  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty, about  the  recovery  of  1,050,327  reales  and  20 
Tnaravedis,  which  were  by  Mr.  R.  Meade  delivered 
as  a deposit.  It  appearing  satisfactorily  proved  by 
the  said  proceedings,  that  the  deposit  was  really 
made  in  cash,  that  the  royal  treasury  had  acknow- 
ledged it  so,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  Mr. 
R.  Meade  could  not  be  considered  as  a bankrupt, 
nor  be  subject  to  the  imprisonment  he  was  suffer- 
ing; and  although  the  like  acknowledgment  of  the 
said  deposit  had  been  made  by  several  royal  orders, 
by  the  depositions  of  the  ministers  of  the  royal 
treasury  transmitted  to  the  said  supreme  tribunal, 
by  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  state,  by  that 
of  the  royal  treasury,  and  directly  by  the  reclama- 
tions made  by  the  same  supreme  tribunal  in  the 
committee  of  justice,  his  majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  require  again  the  opinion  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, touching  a subject  which  has  such  an  inti- 
mate relation  with  the  credit  of  his  royal  treasury. 
By  the  exposition  made  by  the  said  department, 
his  majesty  has  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  he 
had  long  entertained,  that  the  royal  treasury  could 
not  but  acknowledge  that  the  aforesaid  deposit  had 
been  really  and  effectually  made  in  cash,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  return  the  same  amount  in  the  same 
kind.  In  consequence  thereof  his  majesty  has 
deigned  to  declare  anew  the  same,  and  to  order, 
that  as  speedily  as  possible  the  sum  aforesaid  be 
delivered  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  fconauladoj 
who  has  the  cognizance  of  the  suit  pending  between 
the  parties  as  aforesaid. 

His  majesty  has  seen  realized  with  the  greatest 
sorrow,  the  disagreeable  consequences  which  were 
anticipated  by  Mr.  Meade’s  arrest;  this  incident 
having  raised  perplexing  difficulties  in  the  import- 
ant relations  between  the  government  of  his  majes- 
ty and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
most  critical  conjuncture,  giving  reason  to  the 
strong  reclamations  of  the  latter  in  support  of  those 
of  their  minister  at  Madrid,  supposed  to  have  been 
neglected;  exciting  thereby,  through  the  newspa- 
pers,^ the  most  unfavorable  and  alarming  im- 
pressions in  that  country,  against  the  interests  of 
his  majesty;  who  has  lately  received  information 
of  the  congress  having  resolved  with  the  greatest 
energy  to  proceed  to  make  severe  reprisals  on  the 
subjects  of  his  majesty. 

consequence  rohereof*  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  royal  order  of  April  25th,  1816,  no  longer  ex- 
isting, and  likewise  those  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee of  justice  of  that  supreme  tribunal  had 
maintained  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  R.  Meade, 

*Thatis — “in  consequence”  of  the  remonstranc® 
of  the  executive  of  tlie  U.  States — the  out-cry  in 
the  newspapers,  and  the  proceedings  in  congress, 
the  king  was  graciously  pleased  to  cause  an  act  of 
aknowledged  injustice  to  cease. 


being  void,  his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  resolve, 
that  he  shall  forthwith  be  set  at  liberty;  that  the 
said  deposit  be  considered  as  duly  and  lawfully 
made,  and  at  the  charge  of  the  royal  treasury;  and 
that  the  lawsuit  in  all  other  points  be  continued 
as  the  law  directs. 

On  which,  I acquaint  the  secretary  of  that  su- 
preme tribunal,  by  virtue  of  a royal  order,  for  their 
direction,  and  to  the  end  of  its  most  exact  and 
speedy  accomplishment. 

God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 

At  the  palace,  April  20tb,  1818. 

(Signed)  JOSE  PIZARRO. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  council  of  war. 

The  letter  enclosing  the  above  says,  I send  you 
a copy  of  the  royal  otder  to  the  supreme  council  of 
war,  commanding  them  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  Mr.  Meade’s  release  without  delay.  It  is  an  in- 
teresting and  important  document,  shewing  the 
prompt  and  efficient  effect  produced  by  the  deci- 
sive measures  pursued  by  the  executive  and  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  the  representations 
made  to  them.  Mr.Meade  was  liberated  on  the  4lh 
of  May. 


Foreign  Articles. 

EXOLAJfD.  &C. 

London  papers  to  the  20  th  of  May. 

A letter  from  Gibraltar,  May  6,  received  at  Nor- 
folk, says— -There  is  a great  stir  among  the  politi- 
cians to  day.  An  English  frigate  and  a sloop  of 
war  afrived  here  yesterday  from  England  having 
sailed  in  one  hour  after  receiving  their  orders.  The 
frigate  had  two  sets  of  sealed  orders;  one  she 
opened  when  she  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vinceni’s",  the 
other  on  her  arrival  in  a certain  part  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, for  which  she  sails  to-morrow.  The 
sloop  is  ordered  to  keep  in  company  with  her.  A 
great  mystery  truly! — a meeting  of  the  “holy  alli- 
ance” takes  place  soon — Remember  that!! 

From  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
poor  laws,  it  appears  that  the  average  sum  raised 
by  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the 
three  years  ending  in  1750,  was  only  730,135/.  The 
average  of  three  years  ending  in  1815,  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  8,164,496/. 

The  annual  duty,  paid  by  country  bankers  in 
England  for  stamps,  amounts  to  700,000/. — 
^3,108,000!  What  a land  of  paper  ! 

It  is  said  that  men  are  openly  enlisted  in  Scot- 
land to  aid  the  patriots  of  South  America. 

It  is  stated  that  the  population  of  Irelartl 
amounts  to  six  millions! 

The  health  of  the  princess  of  Wales  is  said  to 
be  much  affected  by  her  affliction  in  tlie  loss  of 
her  daughter.  She  has  sold  her  estate  on  the  lake 
of  Cosmo  and  resides  about  70  miles  from  Rome! 

Tlie  Russian  seamen,  who  navigated  a rotten 
fleet  to  Cadiz,  had  arrived  in  England  on  their  way 
home.  Alexander  has  made  a good  speculation. 

Flour  at  Liverpool,  May  1-^50  a 52a-,  per  bbl 
on  the  20th,  45«.  Od. 

Seamen’s  wages  advanced  at  Liverpool  from  40 
to  60,?.  per  month. 

Fifteen  daily  newspapers  are  printed  in  the  city 
of  London;  seven  three  times  a week,  and  thirty 
once  a week.,  The  greatest  number  of  one  pape»‘ 
is  from  the  office  of  the  Observer;  that  journa'; 
prints  weekly  nearly  eleven  thousand  copies. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  two  emigrants,  mostly 
laborers,  and  many  of  them  liaving  much  niouey 
have  lately  left  Dumfries,  for  America.  It  is  only 
a year  sin«e  the  mania  of  emigration  spread  in 
that  province. 
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A c'^miT'inee  of  i;Iie  house  of  commons  have  re- 
ported in  fivor  of  g;overnment’s  purchasing  Dr, 
Burne\’s  library,  which  is  estimated  as  worth 
14  500/  but  is  offered  for  13,500.  There  go  with 
it  700  volumes  of  newspapers  from  1693,  and  7000 
po'^traits. 

The  duke  ofRidimond  took  the  oaths  as  chief 
j^overnor  of  the  Canadas  on  the  7th  May.  , He  was 
to  embark  for  America  at  Portsmouth,  in  the 
Iphigenia  frigate.  The  following  are  the  remarks 
of  the  Q lebf  c Mercury  on  his  appointment, — “Ry 
the  account  of  our  new  noble  governor  general,  his 
family  and  honors,  it  appears  that  his  grace  inhe- 
rited three  dukedoms,  two  earldoms,  and  two  baro 
nies;  and  that  he  has  blood  royal  in  his  veins! 
He  is  the  third  peer  in  the  realm,  after  the  royal 
family,  is  a knight  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the 
garter,  and  a lieutenant  general  in  the  army.  Of 
such  a governor  we  may  be  proud,  because  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  government  by  a man  of  his  grace’s 
consequence,  particularly  after  having  been  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  clearly  evinces  that  we  are 
considered  of  some  importance  as  a dependency  of 
the  realm;  and  we  have  no  doubt,  from  his  grace’s 
known  character,  that  the  Canadas  will  increase  in 
prosperity  under  his  auspices.  The  present  govern- 
or general  will  unquestionably  carry  with  him  our 
regrets,  but  happily  much  consolation  will  be  found 
in  his  noble  successor,” 

The  35th  regiment  had  been  placed  under  orders 
to  embark  for  Quebec. 

A lady  in  England,  the  wife  of  a dignitary  of  the 
church,  lately  eloped  with  a young  nobleman, 
about  17  or  18  years  of  age.  It  is  said  the  lady 
was  the  seducer. 

Important!  The  duke  of  Kent,  [prince  Edward, 
about  whom  and  a Vermont  taylor  every  body 
knows  a comical  tale]  is  to  be  married  to  a sister 
of  prince  Leopold,  late  husband  of  the  princess 
Charlotte.  It  is  calculated  that  this  union  may 
produce  a master  for  England!  The  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge is  also  about  to  try  himself  at  king-making 
— he  is  to  marry  a Hessian. 

Further!  A London  **TimsSy^*  of  the  4th  Dec. 
last,  which  we  accidently  picked  up  straggling  in 
the  office,  has  half  a column  about  the  queen  at 
tending  the  “pump-room”  at  Bath,  on  the  3rd  of 
that  month — there  was  a great  crowd;  she  came 
“conveyed  in  her  chair  of  state”  “within  ten  mi- 
nutes of  the  usual  time.”  As  soon  as  she  was  seat- 
ed she  “took  a small  glass  of  water” — and  then 
she  talked  with  sundry  persons,  and  then  she  got 
up  and  then  again  she  sat  down — and  then,  at  the 
recommendation  of  sir  Henry  Halford,  she — [bless 
her  soul!3  yes,  she;‘‘took  an  additional g'ass  of  ivaterd^ 

Lotteries.  On  the  20th  of  April  last,  an  attempt 
was  made  in  the  British  house  of  commons,  to 
abolish  lotteries,  in  toto.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  Mr.  Lyttleton  could  not  give 
his  assent  to  one  particular  item  in  the  chancellor’s 
budget — the  lotteries;  it  was,  said  he,  most  ex- 
traordinary, that  at  the  time  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  voting  one  million  sterling  for  the  build- 
ing of  churches,  he  was  most  inconsistently  setting 
up  new  lotteries,  or  rather  establishing  gaming 
hou.ses  all  over  the  country.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  described  himself  as  a hardened  sinner 
— nowon  the  contrary,  he  (Mr,  Lyttleton)  thought 
him  a soft  saint,  and  one  that  bent  his  conscience 
to  suit  the  ends  of  his  policy — (laugliter) — Differ- 
ing, however,  as  he  did  in  his  notions  of  morality 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  would  still  per- 
sist in  his  intention  of  pressing  the  abolition  of 
lotteries  on  the  attention  of  the  house.” 


TotrjfGun  BROTHEns  — The  law  of  primogeniture, 
that  odious  outrage  upon  humanity,  so  completely 
swallows  up  the  f'rtunes  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  Gre.'^t  Britain  that  the  younger  branches  of  their 
families  look  to  be  provided  for  in  the  church,  the 
army,  the  r-avy,  &c.  &c.  In  a recent  argument  be- 
fore the'lord  chancellor,  the  solicitor  general  as 
counsel  for  lord  Stewart,  stated  that  “his  lordship 
was  colonel  of  the  25th  regt.  of  dragoons,  and  a 
lord  of  the  bed  chamber  which  produced  him 
/3,700  [Sl6,444]  a year.  He  was  besides  ambas- 
sador  from  his  “Britannic  majesty  to  the  court  of 
Vienna,  “for  which  he  receiveft.  /i2,000  [^53,333] 
annually.  In  addition  to  which  he  v/as  allowed 
2,000  [^8,888]  a year  by  his  father!”  Thusit  ap- 
pears that  lord  Stewart,  the  younger  brother  of 
lord  Casllereagh,  has  a yearly  income  of  ^78,655. 
Of  this  sum  his  family  furnishes  ^8,888.  and  the 
people  pay  ^69,777.  Thusit  is  where  kings  are 
sovereigns,  but  thus  i<^  is  not  where  the  people  are 
sovereign.  They  who  pay  the  taxes  will  never 
squander  them  idly  nor  give  them  wastefully. 

Dem.  Press. 

London^  April  27. — While  there  were  about  thir- 
ty or  forty  of  the  most  daring  demagogues,  in  safe 
custody,  and  while  the  suspension  act  remained 
in  force,  no  direct  attempts  were  made  to  disturb 
tlie  tranquility  of  the  kingdom,  by  inflammatory 
appeals  to  assemblies  of  the  lower  classes.  \^SuS' 
pend  the  habeas  corpus  again!] 

No  sooner,  however,  v/ere  the  former  released, 
and  the  latter  repealed,  then  we  again  heard  tiie 
voice  of  sedition;  and  now,  as  the  following  notice 
will  prove,  we  are  threatened  with  another  Spa- 
fields  tumult. 

*’The  rights  of  Britons 

“A  meeting  of  the  disfranchised  inhabitants  of 
Middlesex,  agreeable  to  public  advertisement,  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  May  4,  1818,  in  Spa  Fields 
at  12  o’clock  at  noon,  to  petition  the  prince  regent 
to  take  into  his  consideration  the  sufferings  of  the 
laboring  people,  the  approximating  state  of  all  in- 
dustrious persons  (not  having  entailed  pronertv) 
towards  the  same  condition,  and  the  necessity  of 
some  speedy  relief  founded  on  the  rights  of  man; 
the  advantages  which  would  result  from  his  pro- 
moting a parliamentary  reform,  annual  parliaments, 
universal  suffrage,  and  vote  by  ballot,  for  sup- 
porting tlie  social  and  civilized  rights  of  laborers 
throughout  the  three  kingdoms;  from  whom  pro- 
ceeds the  splendor,  luxtiry  and  good,  enjoyed  by 
kings,  priests  and  nobles;  for  using  his  influence  to 
redress  prevailing  wrongs,  and  thereby  add  to  the 
security  of  the  crown  and  its  glory. 

“HENRY  HUNT,  esq. 

“Mr.  WHATMAN,  sec’ry.” 

The  meeting  was  held  and  certain  resolutions 
about  reform  oflered,  &c.  and  peaceably  dissolved. 

PflAXCE. 

The  Democratic  Press  informs  us  from  an  “au- 
thentic source,”  that  at  a council  of  ministers  held 
at  Paris  on  the  2d  of  .March,  the  king  himself  pre- 
siding, it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  recal  the 
1st  and  2d  list  of  proscribed  Frenchmen — the  mode 
and  time,  however,  was  not  then  determined  upon. 

According  to  an  official  list,  there  were  burnt  in 
Russia,  after  the  retreat  of  the  French,  the  corpses 
of  243,612  men;  and  of  123,142  horses. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Paris,  which  in  1816 
amounted  to  but  19,801,  in  1817  has  increased  to 
21,381  a difference  of  more  than  1581. 

Admitting  but  one  half  the  drowned  who  hare 
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been  ta^en  up,  to  have  caused  their  own  death, 
the  >mmber  of  suicides  in  1817  is  335. 

Nine  persons  only  have  died  between  the  ages  of 
95  and  100  years,  of  these  eight  of  them  were  wo- 
men. But  what  ought  in  an  especial  manner  to  ex- 
cite the  attention  of  government,  is  the  proof 
that  is  given  us  by  this  statement  of  the  disrepute 
into  which  vaccination  has  fallen  in  the  capital; 
350  persons  died  of  small  pox  in  the  year  1816; 
the  number  amounted  to  486  in  1817—~an  increase 
of  336 

[On  reference  to  the  general  bills  of  mortality, 
London^  we  find  that  in  the  year  ending  December 

1814,  there  died  of  small  pox  638:  in  the  year  end- 
ing December  1815,  there  died  of  the  small  pox 
728,  and  in  the  year  ending  December  1816  there 
died  of  small  pox  653. — Bern.  Press.'] 

The  ship  Son  of  France,  825  tons,  the  largest 
merchant  ship  which  has  been  built  at  Nantz  for 
thirty  years,  was  launched  on  the  20th  of  this  month 
.—it  is  destined  for  China. 

The  London  Statesman  of  the  29th  of  April  says 
— “The  Paris  papers  of  the  26th  have  reached  us. 
The  promised  communication  to  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  relating  to  the  settlement  of  the  pecunia- 
ry claims  of  the  allies  upon  France,  was  to  be  made 
on  Saturday.  The  sum  which  Russia  is  to  receive 
is  staved  ,tt  52  millions  of  livres,  with  interest;  Aus- 
tria 25,  Hamburg  20;  the  low  countries  and  Holland 
32.  The  amount  to  be  paid  to  England  and  the 
other  allied  powers  is  not  correctly  known.  The 
1st  of  October  is  said  to  be  the  time  stipulated  for 
the  allied  army,  or  army  of  observation,  to  with- 
draw from  France. 

The  sum  required  for  the  final  liquidation  of  the 
claims  of  foreign  powers  is  reduced  from  sixteen 
hundred  millions  of  francs  (about  66,665,600/.  sterl 
ing)  the  amount  of  the  original  demand,  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
jsand  francs. 

Louisi,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France  and  JV 3- 
<varrc — 

To  all  present,  greeting: 

We  have  ordained  and  do  ordain,  that  the  pro- 
ject of  the  law  and  tenor  of  which  follows,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  by  our  minis- 
ters secretaries  of  state  in  the  departments  of  fo- 
reign affairs  and  finance,  and  by  the  sieurs  count  Si- 
meon and  baron  Mounier,  councellors  of  state, 
whom  we  charge  to  explain  its  motives,  and  sup- 
port it  in  debac.e:-rr- 

Article  1.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
full  and  entire  execution  of  the  dispositions  of  the 
treaty  of  the  30th  May,  1814,  and  the  conventions 
of  the  treaty  of  the  20th  November,  1815,  so  far  as 
concerns  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
France  anterior  to  that  epoch,  beyond  their  own 
actual  territory,  there  shall  be  created  and  inscrib- 
ed upon  the  grand  book  of  the  public  debt,  with 
interest  from  the  22d  March,  1816,  a perpetual 
rent  of  16,040,000  francs,  to  meet  a capital  of 
.320,800,000  francs. 

Art,  II.  There  is  opened  in  the  ministry  of  fi^ 
nance  a credit  of  twenty-four  millions  of  rents.  In 
consequence  the  government  is  authorised  to  cre- 
ate and  inscribe  on  the  grand  book  of  the  public 
debt,  in  concurrence  with  this  sum,  rents  which 
may  be  employed  only  to  complete  the  payment 
of  the  same  due  to  the  allied  powers  conformably 
with  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  20th  Nov. 

1815. 

Art.  III.  An  account  shall  be  given  in  the  session 
of  what  shall  have  been  done  in  virtue  of  the  above 
sficopd  article. 


Given  at  our  castle  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  25th 
of  April,  of  the  year  of  our  Grace,  1818,  and 
the  23d  of  our  reign. 

(Signed)  LOUTS. 

(Signed)  RICHELIEU. 

Paris  papers  announce  that  the  congress  of  the 
allied  monarchs  will  be  held  atAix  la-Chapelle. 

Kosciusko.  Paris,  ^pril  20.— Several  of  the  Pa- 
risian journals  liave  intimated  that  the  delivery  of 
the  remains  of  Kosciusko,  at  Soleure,  to  prince 
Jabionowsky,  has  been  refused;  but  the  Gazette  de 
Lausanne  of  the  I4tli  inst.  announces  that  these 
precious  relicts  departed  thence  the  24th  March, 
accompanied  by  the  prince  and  M.  Veltner,  the  in- 
timate friend  of  the  deceased.  “The  emperor  of 
Russia,”  continues  the  Journal,  “has  named  the 
city  of  Cracow  for  the  reception  of  this  deposit;  and 
that  this  monarch  himself  has  made  a proposition, 
to  the  Polish  government  for  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  the  manes  of  ICoscIusko  ! ! !” 

NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 

It  is  reported  that  a carriage  and  liorses  have 
been  sent  out  from  England,  for  tlie  use  of  the  ex- 
emperor Napoleon. 

A London  paper  of  May  7,  says— When  the  last 
ships  left  St,  Helena,  Bonaparte  still  continued  in 
a sour  mood,  took  no  exercise,  and  refused  to  see 
any  visitors. 

In  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding  between 
couv.t  Montholon  and  gen.  Gourgon  at  St.  Helena, 
the  latter  has  returned  to  Europe  in  the  Camden. 
It  is  stated  that  Bonaparte  peremptorily  forbade 
the  decision  of  the  quarrel  by  duel.  Mr.  Balcomb, 
at  whose  house  Bonaparte  resided,  when  he  first 
landed,  has  also  returned  to  England  with  his  fami- 
ly. The  ridiculous  reports  circulated  yesterday, 
that  a secret  correspondence  had  been  detected  at 
St.  Helena,  are  without  the  least  foundation. 

Anecd’ites. — Having  resolved  to  see  no  one — not 
excepting  even  the  governor— Sir  Hudson  Low^e,  to 
overcome  this  determination,  requested  an  inter- 
view, and  pretended  to  have  some  agreeable  news 
to  communicate.  But  what  was  Napoleon’s  asto- 
nishment, when  he  perceived  the  only  ob  ject  of  the 
conversation  was  to  inform  him  that  the  expense 
of  the  captive  exceeded  by  1200  guineas  the  funds 
allowed  by  government,  and  to  request  him  to  take 
means  to  cover  the  deficiency.  He  answered  sharp- 
ly, “Mr.  governor,  I have  never  interfered  in  these 
details — never  has  any  complaint  from  me  descended 
so  low  as  you.  But  if  you  leave  me  in  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  I shall  go  seek  them  in  your 
camp”  (pointing  to  the  tents  , of  the  troops,  which 
may  be  seen  from  the  window  of  Long-wood)  “and 
those  brave  soldiers  will  not  drive  from  their  mess 
the  oldest  and  one  of  the  first  soldiers  of  Eu- 
rope.” 

He  says  of  Ney  and  Murat,  “They  were  perliaps 
the  bravest  men  who  ever  lived.  But  if  tliey  had 
had  two  ounces  of  sense  more,  they  would  perhaps 
have  been  the  most  base.” 

The  English  papers  containing  tlie  details  of  tlie 
death  of  Murat  were  translated  to  him.  When  he 
heard  the  word  shot,  he  mterrupted  the  reader,  and 
said,  “The  Calabrians  nave  been  more  generous 
and  less  inhuman  than  the  people  of  Plymouth — 
Go  on.”  And  he  listened  to  the  details  of  the  pu.' 
nishment  of  his  brother-in-law  without  shedding  a 
tear,  London  paper. 

The  king  of  Pome. — By  a gentleman  lately  from 
Vienna,  we  learn  that  the  son  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte is  regarded,  and  universally  spoken  of  in  the 
capita!  of  Germany,  as  heir  apparent  to  the  crown 
of  France,  to  succeed  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of 
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Louis  XVIII;  his  mother,  the  grand  duchess  of 
Parma,  to  be  regent  until  her  son  shall  be  of  age. 
The  honors  paid  to  young  Napoleon  are  greater 
than  those  paid  to  any  individual  in  Vienna,  the 
emperor  alone  excepted.  Whenever  he  passes  an 
Austrian  post  or  guard,  the  Generaie  is  beat  and 
the  troops  salute— when  he  rides  out,  his  carriage 
has  not  only  a military  guard,  but  is  encompassed 
by  a guard  of  honor  from  the  guard  of  noblemen 
who  are  attached  to  the  emperor  of  Austria,  and  on 
the  pannels  of  the  carriage  are  the  Imperial  French 
eagles. — Dem.  Press. 

SPAIIf. 

An  article  from  Hamburg  mentions  that  the  king 
of  Spain  has  recalled  his  minister,  Don  Onis,  from 
the  United  States,  and  appointed  the  counsellor 
Serna  to  succeed  him. 

GEllMANT. 

An  article  from  Dresden,  states  that  all  the  forti- 
fications erected  by  Bonaparte  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Elbe,  have  been  demolished. 

At  Frankfort  in  April,  an  artillerist  loaded  a can- 
non with  grape  shot,  stood  before  its  mouth,  and 
touching  it  with  fire  on  the  end  of  a stick,  blew 
himself  to  atoms. 

AcsrniA. 

By  the  last  geographical  details  published  in 
Austria,  the  population  of  that  monarchy  amounts 
to  27,613,000  souls.  They  are  divided  thus — 
21,000,000  catholics,  2,500,000  belong  to  the  Greek 
church,  2,000,000  to  the  reformed  church,  1,450,000 
Lutherans,  400,000  Je  ws,  about  40,000  Unitarians. 

The  emperor  and  empress  are  on  a tour  through 
Dalmatia,  &c. 

Vienna  April  5 — The  question  whether  the  im- 
portation of  English  cotton  yarn,  which  is  under 
deliberation,  will  be  allowed,  excites  much  interest 
in  the  commercial  world  here,  particularly  in  the 
owners  of  spinning  manufactories,  which  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Vienna  alone  are  so  extensive  as 
to  be  worth  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  must 
all  leave  off  work  if  the  free  importation  were  al- 
lowed. Our  government  acts  with  too  much  cau- 
tion not  to  weigh  weir  all  the  arguments  for  and 
against  before  it  takes  any  decisive  step. 

lONIAX  ISLANDS. 

The  tyrannical  protection  of  the  British  is  loudly 
complained  of  by  the  people  of  the  Ionian  Islands. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  king  of  Prussia  is  daily  expected  in  Paris, 
and  it  is  said  means  to  espouse,  de  la  main  gau- 
che* Madamoiselle  Dillon,  a beautiful  girl  of  19, 
whose  mother  was  a creole  of  Martinique,  and  mar- 
ried to  the  count  Dillon,  the  minister  ofLouis  18th 
in  Saxony. 

EAST  T?7DIES 

A Belfast  paper  received  at  Philadelphia,  men- 
tions that  a dreadful  epidemic  had  broken  outjin 
the  British  camp  under  the  governor  general  in  the 
East  Indies.  On  the  first  day  79  died — on  the  se- 
cond day  500.  Never,  it  is  said,  was  a scene  so 
dreadful  witnessed.  'I'he  dead  and  dying  strewed 
every  road.  On  all  sides  were  heard  the  wailings 
of  those  who  were  seized  and  gave  themselves  up 
to  despair.  In  the  governor  general’s  establish- 
ment alone  (who  had  himself  been  slightly  affect- 
ed,) 17  native  servants  died.  In  many  cases  the 
malada  was  so  rapid  as  to  leave  no  time  for  ad- 

* Literally  translated,  this  means  a left-handed 
marriage.  By  the  laws  of  Prussia,  a wife  thus  mar- 
ried, enjoys  all  the  respect  and  dignity  of  a queen, 
but  her  issue  cannot  succeed  to  the  crown. 

Ceritinel. 


ministering  medicine.  Natives  were  seen  to  fall 
suddenly,  withou.  any  previous  sensation  of  illness 
and  die  in  a few  minutes.  At  the  last  accounts  the 
pestilence  appeared  to  have  been  stayed  in  some 
measure. 

The  British  defeated  Ilolkar  on  the  21st  Dec. 
last,  near  Maheidpooz— he  lost  2000  men.  The 
fight  was  obstinate— the  British  had  30  officers  and 
TOO  men  killed  and  wounded.  They  have  had 
a severe  battle  with  the  troops  of  Berar,  in  which 
also,  they  doubtfully  claim  a victory,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  loss  of  14  officers  and  349  men — but  in  a 
second  battle  the  rajah  was  fully  defeated,  and  lost 
40  elephants  and  75  pieces  of  cannon. 

ISLE  OF  FRANCE. 

There  was  a dreadful  storm  at  the  isle  of  France 
on  the  28th  Feb.  and  1st  March  last.  The  houses 
were  blown  down,  the  plantations  laid  waste  and  the 
damage  done  to  the  shipping  alone  estimated  at 
350,000  dollars.  It  is  thought  that  the  suffering 
has  been  greater  than  by  the  dreadful  conflagra- 
tion that  happened  in  Sept.  1816. 

CANADA. 

We  have  additional  accounts  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  reformists.  The  delegates  elected  by  the 
townships  of  Niagara  have  met  in  district  conven- 
tion; and  passed  many  resolutions  preparatory  to  a 
provincial  convention  to  be  held  at  York  on  the  6th 
of  July  next. 

On  the  1st  inst.  the  winter’s  snow  was  yet  lying 
in  the  woods  forty  miles  north  of  Queb  ec,  and  not 
a bud  had  appeared! 

The  Courier  positively  contradicts  a rumor  that 
the  officers  belonging  to  regiments  in  Canada  were 
peremptorily  ordered  to  join  their  respective  corps 
— saying  that  the  relations  between  G.  B.  and  the 
U.  S.  were  never  on  a more  friendly  footing. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  has  made  motions  with  a view 
to  further  reforms  respecting  slaves  in  the  West 
India  Islands.  Mr.  Romilly,  has  called  for  papers 
as  to  certain  trials  at  Dominica.  The  Courier  Aars 
that  too  much  zeal  in  this  course  may  cause  the 
West  India  Islands  to  revolt,  or  throw  themselves 
into  the  arms  of  the  United  States!  which  are  in- 
creasing their  influence  or  control  of  the  West  In- 
dies by  seizing  the  forts  of  Florida,  and  increasing 
their  marine. 

The  revenue  of  Martinique  amounts  to  five  mil- 
lions of  francs. 

Havanna. — A letter  says  “Nearly  one  thousand 
slaves  arrived  in  our  harbor  yesterday — The  cele- 
brated ship  called  “Fama  Habenera,”  built  in  New- 
York,  for  the  house  of  Messrs.  Questa  Mauzanal 
and  Brother  of  this  place,  came  in  yesterday  from 
Africa,  with  723  slaves,  a cargo  worth  300,000  dol- 
lars, cash.” 

100,449  boxes  of  sugar,  and  306,723  arrobas  of 
coffee,  were  exported  from  Havanna  in  the  first 
months  of  the  present  year,  during  which  there 
were  494  arrivals,  and  567  departures  of  vessels. 

Floating  ice  has  been  recently  met  with  in  the 
West  India  seas — outside  the  gulph  stream,  in  the 
29th  deg.  of  latitude — a thing  never  before  heard 
of. 

MEXICO. 

JVew  Orleans,  May  21.— The  following  extracts 
from  printed  despatches,  intercepted  by  the  Indian 
Comanches,  have  been  sent  to  us  by  a respectable 
and  credible  correspondent — 

“On  the  1st  of  March  a serious  engagement  took 
place  in  the  province  of  Vera  CrUz,  between  the 
royal  troops  and  the  insurgents,  under  the  command 
of  gen,  Gaudaloupe  Vittoria.  The  fort  Chiqqj 
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Huite  and  the  bridge  of  Araye  were  retaken  by  the 
patriots,  together  with  the  ammunition,  artillery, 
and  all  the  other  arms. 

«Th€  loss  of  the  Spaniards  was  great;  col.  Santa 
Maria  is  among  the  slain. 

“The  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  is  agais 
occupied  by  Vittoria;  a part  of  his  cavalry  under 
general  Belgarde,  had  advanced  on  Vera  Cruz,  and 
carried  away  cattle,  &c. 

“There  are  skirmishing  at  the  gates  of  the  town 
almost  every  day.  The  congress  resides  at  Xelaya, 
protected  by  captain  general  Anaya’s  army.  De- 
tachments ofTeran’s  army  had  joined  him.” 

(l3"So  it  appears  that  “the  long  agony  is  not 
over;”  and  Spain  cannot  yet  “rejoice,”  in  having 
fully  chained  the  people  of  Mexico. 

It  further  appears  by  letters  received  from  some 
of  those  who  joined  the  expedition  under  Mina, 
that  though  all  were  killed— by  a Spanish  official, 
many  survive,  and  are  in  arms  fighting  for  liberty. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA*’— .Vb  longer,  IV 6 trust. 

Great  and  glorious  news. — The  ship  Woodrop 
Sims  arrived  at  Baltimore  on  Wednesday  last,  in 
the  short  passage  of  fifty  five  days  from  Buenos  Ay- 
res— capt.  Jenkins  informs  that  the  United  States 
frigate  Congress  was  to  sail  from  that  port  about 
the  l.st  May— The  British  brig  Deveron,  Wilson, 
from  Baltimore,  had  arrived.  Business  was  dull, 
and  many  vessels  ot  all  nations  lying  there— Seve- 
ral vessels  from  England  were  fitting  out  as  cruiz- 
.ers.  The  brig  Aerie!,  from  Baltimore,  had  arrived 
at  Valparaiso;  she  was  very  near  being  taken  by 
the  Spanish  frigate  Vaganza,  had  she  noj.  been  as- 
sisted by  the  boats  of  tlie  United  States  sloop  of 
war  Ontario.  Buenos  Ayres  was  all  rejoicing  in 
consequence  of  the  splendid  victory  gained  over 
the  royalists  in  Chili,  which  news  reached  Buenos 
Ayres  a few  days  before  the  W.  S.  sailed — upwards 
of  1000  cannons  was  fired  on  the  occasion,  and  the 
city  brilliantly  illuminated  for  three  nights.  Capt. 
Jenkins  has  brought  papers  detailing  the  plarticu- 
lars.  The  Peruvian  army  of  7000  men  was  totally 
destroyed,  all  killed  or  wounded,  and  no  resources 
left  to  raise  another.  The  loss  of  the  patriots  was 
considerable,  1000  killed;  Lima  doubtless  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  Chilian  army. 

The  following  article  from  a Buenos  Ayrean 
paper,  of  April  19,  (translated  for  the  Telegraphe) 
may  shew  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  this  great 
event  was  fviewed  there:  **From  Chid.  Friday — It 
is  now  4 o’clock — the  air  is  filled  with  shouts  of 
joy,  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells — 
We  have  obtained  a complete  victory  in  Chili — 
1500  pi'isoners,  all  their  artillery,  their  baggage, 
their  general  officers,  a general  called  Ordonez, 
are  in  our  hands,— the  pledges  of  victory.  The 
miserable  remnant  of  an  army,  that  a few  hours 
since  promised  an  early  conquest  of  Chili,  now 
routed  and  fugitive,  seeks  in  vain  for  escape  by 
flight— our  indefatigable  cavalry  are  in  pursuit — 
The  dead  strew  the  field  of  battle!  The  action 
lasted  6 hours.  It  was  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
— the  true  weapon  for  the  soldiers  of  liberty, — 
that  we  have  overthrown  the  enemy.  Our  loss  is 
inconsiderable  compared  with  that  of  the  Spanu 
^rds.  We  cun  easily  realize  it  if  we  reflect  that 
immediately  after  the  issue  of  the  battle,  the  van- 
quished experienced  the  greatest  reverse  in  find- 
ing in  their  rear  the  rivers  Maipoand  Maule.  How, 
indeed  can  we  conceive  that  an  army,  or  rather 
the  remains  of  an  army,  in  disorder,  could  repass 
those  rivers! — Every  moment  more  circumstantial 
details  are  received.  It  is  necessary  to  see  the 
whole  community  in  clamor  and  congratulation— 


the  streets  thronged  with  citizens  who  make  the 
air  ring  with  cries  a thousand  times  repeated,  riva 
lapatria — to  witness  the  delirium  of  joy  that  pre- 
vails— to  hear  every  one  shouting  and  repeating 
“we  are  conquerors!”— to  form  an  idea  of  the  ge- 
neral enthusiasm  which  this  nev/s  has  inspired. 
All  are  eager  to  circulate  the  glad  intelligence- 
thousands  of  rockets  from  every  door  and  terrace, 
announce  and  celebrate  our  joy — at  evening,  a com- 
plete and  spontaneous  illumination  prolongs  the 
brilliant  day,  which  forever  consecrates  upon  an 
imperishable  basis  the  independence  of  South  Jime- 
' nca.'— Ferdinand  trembles!  He  learns  that  soon 
Lima  will  disburden  herself  of  her  oppressors;  and, 
checked  only  by  a feeble  garrison,  will  shake  off 
the  yoke  of  servitude  and  raise  the  standard  of 
liberty.  The  intrigues  of  Imbecility  in  Europe 
will  be  answered  here  only  by  our  bayonets. 

A new  courier  this  evening  announces  that  all 
who  are  not  slain  are  prisoners— Osorio  alone  has 
escaped,  and  it  is  still  expected  that  he  will  be 
overtaken — in  fine,  as  the  hero  of  our  country  says 
in  his  despatches,  “the  enemies  of  Chili  exist  no 
more.” 

On  tlie  5th  of  April,  1818,  in  the  plains  of  Mai- 
pu,  was  fought  this  ever  memorable  action  the  con- 
sequences of  which  are  incalculable. 

03^We  have  ample  details  of  this  gallant  affair 
— a more  decisive  victory  was  hardly  ever  obtain- 
ed-the  royal  general  in  chief  with  about  200  horse- 
men only  escaping  to  tell  the  news — and  he  hotly 
pursued  and  expected  to  be  taken.  As  the  battle 
of  Maipu  establishes  an  epoch  in  the  progress  of 
liberty,  we  shall  preserve  the  details  of  the  great 
event  in  a future  number.  The  extinction  of  the 
royal  authority  in  Peru,  must  be  expected;  aid  will 
be  afforded  from  thence  to  JVew  Grenada,  and  Fer- 
dinand’s man-butchers  in  the  province  of  Venezue- 
la we  trust  Will  also  soon  be  expelled. 

, CHINA. 

Letters  from  China  state  a circumstance  of  much 
interest.  A serious  misunderstanding  has  arisen 
between  the  Chinese  authorities  and  the  British 
traders,  respecting  reported  smuggling  by  the 
country  ships.  Bonds  had  been  demanded  from 
the  owners,  which  had  been  peremptorily  refused; 
a general  search  of  all  British  vessels  had  been 
threatened.  In  consequence  of  this  high  language, 
capt.  Clovell  of  the  Orlando  frigate,  had  proceeded 
from  Macoa  to  Canton,  accompanied  by  several 
merchants  and  supercargoes. — London  paper. 

[“High  language,”  indeed! — the  British,  them- 
selves, not  only  search  every  vessel,  if  they  please, 
on  iheir  coasts,  or  in  their  ports,  but  take  the  liberty 
to  do  it  oil  the  high  seas,  even  for  men.] 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

RliSOLUTION. 

Resolved  by  this  assembly.  That  it  be,  and  it  is 
hereby  recommended  to  tlie  people  of  this  state, 
who  are  qualified*  to  vote  in  towns  or  freemens 
meetings,  to  assemble  in  their  respective  towns, 
on  the  4th  day  of  July  next,  at  9 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  at  their  usual  place  of  holding  town  or  free- 
mens meetings,  and  after  having  chosen  their  pre- 
siding officer,  then  and  there  to  elect  by  ballot,  as 
many  delegates  as  said  towns  now  choose  represen- 
tatives to  the  general  assembly,  who  shall  meet  in 

=fThe  “qualified”  electors  by  a late  law  of  the 
state,  are  those  who  pay  taxes  and  perform  miUtia 
duty— we  thought  that  we  had  a copy  of  Uie  luw, 
a-nd  intended  to  iyave  published,  it  tins 
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convention  at  the  state-house  in  Hartford;  on  the 
4th  Wednesday  of  August  next,  and  when  conven- 
ed, shall,  if  it  be  by  them  deemed  expedient,  pro- 
ceed to  the  formation  of  a constitution  of  civil  go- 
vernment, for  the  people  of  this  state:  a copy  of 
which  constitution,  when  so  formed  sliall  be  by  said 
convention,  forthwith  transmitted  to  each  town- 
cleric  in  this  state;  to  be  by  him  submitted  to  the 
qualified  voters  in  the  town  to  which  he  belongs, 
assembled  at  such  time  as  said  convention  may  de- 
signate; which  time  shall  not  be  less  than  one 
week,  nor  more  than  three  weeks  from  the  rising 
of  said  convention,  for  their  approbation  and  ratifi 
cation:  and  said  constitution  when  ratified  and  ap- 
proved, by  such  majority  of  said  qualified  voters, 
convened  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  directed  by  said 
convention,  shall  be  and  remain  the  supreme  law  of 
this  state. 

And  be  it  further  resolved^  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  selectmen  in  tlie  several  towns  afore- 
said, to  give  legal  notice  of  the  time,  place,  and  ob- 
ject of  holding  town-meetings  as  aforesaid,  whe- 
ther for  the  election  of  delegates,  or  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  constitution:  and  the  votes  in  the 
meetings  for  the  choice  of  delegates,  shaU  be  count- 
ed and  certificates  of  election  shall  be  supplied  to 
said  delegates,  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  now  prac- 
tised in  the  election  of  representatives  to  the  gene- 
ral assembly.  And  the  presiding  officer  chosen 
by  said  meetings  for  ratifying  the  constitution  as 
aforesaid,  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  by  the 
representatives  of  their  respective  towns,  to  the 
general  assembly  next  after  such  meetings  are  held, 
a certified  statement  of  the  number  of  votes 
given  in  said  towns,  on  the  question  of  ratifying 
said  constitution,  both  affirmative  and  negative, 
and  a like  statement  said  presiding  officer  shall 
also  lodge  with  the  town  clerks  of  their  respective 
towns,  which  votes  shall  be  returned  to  said  assem- 
bly, and  counted  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  by  law 
provided  for  returning  and  counting  the  votes  for 
governor  of  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  resolved^  That  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  delegates  sO  elected,  shall  form 
a quorum,  and  said  convention  shall  choose  a presi- 
dent and  clerk;  and  the  clerk  of  said  convention 
having  been  sworn  to  a faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  shall  proceed  to  administer  to 
the  president  and  members  thereof,  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

“You,  being  chosen  delegates  to  this  convention 
for  the  purpose,  if  need  be,  of  framing  and  devising 
a constitution  of  civil  government  for  the  people 
of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  do  solemnly  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  you  will  faithfully  discharge  the  trust 
confided  to  you” — And  said  delegates  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  same  fees  for  travel  and  attendance  on 
said  convention,  as  is  now  by  law  allowed  to  the 
representatives  to  the  genet-al  assembly. 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  all  such  persons 
as  are  or  may,  at  the  time  of  either  of  said  meet- 
ings, be  qualified  by  law,  and  duly  certified  as 
such,  by  the  lawful  board  for  said  purpose,  to  be 
made  freemen  of  ibis  slate,  may  then  and  there  be 
admitted  and  sworn,  and  shall  be  authorized  to 
act  as  such,  in  the  business  of  said  meetings. 

General  assembly,  jMay  session,  1818. 

Passed  in  the  house  of  representatives, 

Attest,  E.  Phelps,  Clerk. 

Cioilcurred  in  the  upper  house. 

Attest,  Thomas  Day,  secretary. 


CHRONICLE. 

Appointments  by  the  president  and  senate. — Wil- 
liam B.  Shields,  judge  of  the  district  court;  Bela 
Medcalf,  district  attorney,  .and  H.  G.  Johnson,  mar- 
shal, for  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

»Ae7t>  York. — It  is  estimated  that  txvo  thousand 
houses,  which  will  cost  five  millions  of  dollars,  are 
going  up  in  New-York.  The  present  population  is 
supposed  to  be  125,000. 

Baltimore. — We  have  no  facts  whereon  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  new  houses  erecting  in  this  city 
the  present  year — but  the  number  is  very  great. 
New  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  are  opened,  paved  and 
built  upon  before  one  lialf  of  the  people  seem  to 
know  any  thing  about  them. 

A''eiv  manufacture. — A Springfield  (Mass.)  paper 
advertises  “1000  yards  of  stra-w  carpetting’*  for  sale, 
4-4  to  6 4 wide,  at  28,  37  and  42  cents  per  yard. 

A Quacfc  has  been  fined  ^250  for  pretending  to 
an  ability  to  effect  a cure  of  a boy’s  eye,  at  Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

Internal  communication. — We  are  pleased  to  learn 
that  there  is  a probability  of  removing  the  f«w  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  the  Altamaha  and 
Oconee  rivers,  so  that  a steam-boat  will  probably 
ply  between  Darien,  on  the  sea  board,  and  Mil- 
ledgeville,  Geo!  Look  at  the  map! 

The  Roanoke.  The  improvements  in  the  navi- 
gation of  this  important  river,  has  caused  new 
towns  and  thriving  villages  to  “jump  up”  as  sud- 
denly as  in  any  part  of  the  western  country  A 
newspaper  has  been  establisheil  at  Danville.  Lots 
in  Leaks'^ille,  on  the  Dan,  have  sold  at  from  4 to 
seven  thousand  dollars,  the  half  acre  lot. 

Travelling.  From  a Philadelphia  newspaper  of 
Dec.  9,  1729 — [Communication  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.]  “N.  B.  While  the  post  to  New 
York  continues  his  fortnight  stages,  which  he  has 
now  begun,  we  shall  publish  a whole  sheet  once  a 
week  as  usual,  and  not  a half  sheet  twice  a week 
as  we  have  lately  done.” 

[The  route  between  those  places  is  now  per- 
formed in  about  IO2  hours  ] 

Prices  current — Nov.  6,  1729.  Wheat  3s. 
Indian  corn  2s.  2d.  flour  12s.  ship  bread  13s.  mo- 
lases  20d. 

JVe-w  practice!  It  is  a prevailing  idea  that  a drop 
of  any  fluid  introduced  into  any  of  the  veins,  pro- 
duces immediate  coagulation  of  the  blood — We 
see  it  stated  in  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer  that 
sir  Edward  Home  proposes  to  cure  the  gout,  pro- 
duce vomiting  or  purging  as  necessary,  &c.  &c.  by- 
injections  of  medicines  into  the  veins,  by  which  it 
operates  most  speedily  and  effectually!  He  cured 
himself,  it  is  said,  of  th almost  violent  gout,  by  his 
new  remedy,  in  20  hours. 

JYe-w  Orleans,  when  ceded  to  the  United  States 
in  1803,  contained  9000  inhabitants — it  now  his 
from  32  to  35,000.  T!ie  product  of  sugar  and  cot- 
ton, &c.  in  the  parts  adjacent  has  risen  higher  pro- 
portionalily  than  the  population  of  the  capital. 

Despatch  in  printing.  Lord  Byron’s  4th  canto  of 
Childe  Harold,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a printer 
at  New  York  on  a Monday,  at  11  o’clock,  and  pub- 
lished and  ;for  sale  on  the  following  Thursday. 
The  book  contains  300  pages  and  2000  copies  were 
printed! 

Mr.  Meade.  The  following  toast  was  recently 
drank  at  New  York — Spain — Fearful  of  the 
strength  of  our  Perry  sand  Porter,  she  has  at  length 
consented  to  do  justice  to  our  Meade.** 

A collection  of  ancient  Venitian  manuscripts, 
have  been  purchased  for  the  Bodleian  !ibrary 
[England]  for  5000;^. 
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Specie. — From  certain  arrangements  recently 
adopted,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  in  lieu  of  specie 
dollars  we  shall  have  a currency  consisting  of  five 
franc  pieces  and  French  crowns.  This  will  be  very 
inconvenient,  as  almost  all  the  dealings  between 
individuals  are  regulated  by  dollars  and  their  parts; 
but  let  us  have  any  thing  rather  than  the  filthy  pa- 
per Irash  that  abounds,  as  one  dollar  notes. 

Bars  OF  old.  Jt  JSTeto  York  paper  says—the 
townships  of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  Nevv-Bedford, 
Freetown,  and  Fairhaven,  composing  one  tract, 
were  purchased  by  gov.  Bradford  and  his  associates 
in  1654  of  Waseraequin;  and  Wamsutta  his  son, 
for  the  following  consideration; — 30  yards  of  cloth, 
8 moose  skins,  14  axes,  15  hoes,  15  pair  of  breeches, 
8 blankets,  2 kettles,  1 cloak,  2lbs.  of  wampum,  8 
pair  of  shoes,  1 iron  pot,  and  10  shillings  in  other 
commodities. 

Gentlemen  of  honor! — The  Sackett’s  Gazette  of 
the  16th  inst.  mentions  that  on  the  preceding  Sa- 
turday, James  Hany^  and  Malaki  P.  Varian^  corpo- 
rals in  the  2d.  reg.  U.  S.  infantry  at  Madison  Bar- 
racks,  agreed  to  fight  each  other  with  muskets.  In 
the  afternoon,  with  their  muskets  loaded,  and  ac- 
companied by  two  sergeants,  John  Loper,  and  Fran- 
cis Powley,  “they  walked  side  by  side,  apparently 
in  good  humor,  to  the  bank  of  the  lake  adjoining 
the  barracks;  then  turned  back  to  back,  marched 
five  or  six  paces  each,  and  at  the  word  “ready” 
wheeled,  and  Hany  discharged  his  piece,  loaded 
with  powder  and  ball;  the  contents  of  which  passed 
through  the  heart  of  Varian,  who  fell  and  instantly 
expired.”  The  three  persons  implicated,  a^ds  the 
Gazette,  were  immediately  arrested,  and  commit- 
ted to  Watertown  goal,  to  await  their  trial  at  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  to  be  holden  on  the  29th 
inst.” 

Slave  trade. — Another  vessel  has  been  seized  at 
New  Orleans  for  having  on  board  36  negroes  which 
were  received  at  ^mboy,  N.  J. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  -war  Hornet^  capt.  Reed,  sailed 
from  St.  Thomas’  on  the  3d  inst.  supposed  to  be 
bound  for  Margaretta,  having  on  board  Mr.  Irvine, 
one  of  tlie  American  agents. 

Religions  freedom. — In  the  valley  of  Moutier,  for- 
merly belonging  to  the  prince  bishop  of  Balse,  then 
to  Napoleon,  and  now  to  the  canton  of  Berne  (Swit- 
zerland) there  are  a few  anabaptists,  who  appear 
to  lead  a life  of  great  innocence  and  simplicity. 
They  deny  the  lawfulness  of  oaths  and  of  wars — 
they  never  were  molested  as  to  military  affairs, 
eitlier  by  the  Roman  catholic  prince  of  Basle,  or 
by  the  terrible  Napoleon — but  now,  attached  to  a 
Protestant  canton,  are  compelled  to  pay  eighteen 
Louis  a year  (a  great  sum  to  them)  each,  for  substi- 
tutes. 

Lawyers — “as  plenty  as  blackberries.”  From  a 
late  census  of  the  New  York  bar,  it  appears  that 
there  are  t-welve  hundred  counsellors  and  atiornies  at 
law,  that  are  fostered  in  the  bosom  of  the  state! — 
Two  hundred  and  ninety,  are  practising  in  the  city 
of  New  York! 

Another  revolutionary  patriot  gone! — Died,  on  the 
25th  of  May,  1818,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age,  at 
his  residence  in  Juaiatta  township,  Cumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  major  general  David  Mit- 
chell, one  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic;  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  him. — He  possessed  the  noble  and 
generous  mind  of  a soldier,  a whig  in  principle  and 
practice;  a warm  defender  of  his  country’s  rights. 
Liberty  and  equality  was  his  maxim.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  Bouquet’s  campaign  in  1764,  and  was  the 
intimate  friend  and  companion  of  the  celebrated 
Indian  chief  Logan,  who  more  than  once  said 


“Mitchell,  I love  you.”  From  the  commencement 
of  the  American  revolution  to  the  end  of  it,  he 
was  either  a soldier  or  an  officer  in  active  service 
against  the  British  or  Indians.  Twenty  seven  dif- 
ferent times  he  fought  the  Indians,  and  how  often 
he  fought  the  British  he  could  not  recollect.  He 
was  twenty  three  Or  twenty  four  years  a represen- 
tive  in  the  state  legislature,  and  twice  elected  an 
elector  of  president  and  vice  president. 

The  English  language! — k.  member  of  the  quo- 
rum in  Cumberland,  who  was  the  very  mouth-piece 
of  eloquence  in  his  country,  when  he  went  up  to 
London,  inquired  at  a shoe-maker’s  shop  in  Cran- 
bourn  alley,  if  he  could  meet  with  a pair  of  small 
shoes  for  his  little  girl  in  the  country  with  pink 
heels  pointed  toes,  and  crop  traps  for  clasps,  which 
he  expressed  in  the  following  provincial  dialect: 

“I  pr.iy  ye  noo,  hae  ye  gatten  any  neatly,  feetly' 
shoen,  pointed  toen,  pinked  at  heel,  and  cropped 
strops  for  clopses?” 

“Sir,”  answered  the  shopkeeper,  “what’s  that  you 
say.” 

“Why  I pray  ye  noo,”  [repeats  as  before  ] 

“The  family  who  spe.ak  French,”  said  the  shoe- 
maker, “live  at  the  next  door.” 

JVatural  Curiosities. — The  ship  Foster,  from  Lon- 
denderry,  has  on  board  a Hog  >veighing  fifteen 
hundred  pounds. 

A Seal  of  about  250  lbs,  weight,  which  ground- 
ed at  Amboy  was  caught  on  Sunday,  and  exhibited 
alive  yesterday  at  the  boat  bouse  near  the  battery. 

JV.  Y.  Mer.  Adv. 

Royalty.  The  late  Thomas  Paine  was  in  com- 
pany at  a dinner  in  London,  when  the  British  con- 
stitution became  the  subject  of  conversation.  One 
gentleman  observed,  that  they  were  so  naturally  in- 
clined to  monarchy,  that  half  a dozen  English 
gentlemen  could  not  meet  together  at  dinner  with- 
out appointing  a chairman  or  sovereign.  “It  is 
very  true,”  said  Thomas  Paine;  “but  if  those  half 
dozen  were  to  dine  together  every  day,  and  had 
among  them  only  one  bottle  of  wi  :e,  and  their 
chairman  took  a pint  of  it  to  himself,  then  they 
would  either  take  the  office  by  rotation,  or  contrive 
to  do  without  it.” 

Regal  titles — Lewis  XI,  of  Francej  one  of  the 
m .St  infamous  of  kings,  is  said  to  have  put  to  death 
more  than  4000  persons  by  different  kinds  of  tor- 
ture, and  beheld  their  execution  (being  usualiy 
present)  with  seeming  satisfaction;  who  had  many 
of  his  nobility  confined  in  iron  cages,  invented  by  his 
minions;  and  who  (says  Russell)  rendered  religion 
contemptible  and  royalty  disgraceful,  first  assumed 
the  titles  of  Majesty  and  Most  Christian.-— Yhxis 
these'titles,  like  the  legitimate  ones  of  Desired  Siwd. 
Adored  of  the  present  day,  were  originally  applied 
to  a person  the  very  opposite  of  their  signification 
—and  also,  like  them,  were  assumed  to  sanctify 
crime  or  varnish  falshood. — Cafskill  Recorder. 

First  principles  of  the**  holy  alliance!’^  An  apostle 
of  despotism,  the  former  archbishop  of  MuUnes, 
called  now  the  abbede  Pradt,  who  worshiped  Na- 
poleon, while  he  was  the  ruler  of  Europe,  and  who 
reviled  him  from  the  moment  that  the  legitimacy 
succeeded  over  him — this  high  priest  oi  despotism 
says,  that  the  cause  of  the  kings  and  hierarchies  of 
Europe  at  stake~it  is  not  only  to  the  “present 
moment,”  says  this  modern  Peter  the  hermit — “that 
we  are  to  look,  but  to  the  future; /or  we  must  not 
conceal  the  embarrassments  which  will  be  caused  in 
the  bosom  of  Europe  by  the  facilities,  and  as  it  were 
the  open  roads,  through  which  every  one  may  now  at- 
tain THAT  EDUCATION,  which  uot  long  shice  was  in  the 
possession  of  certain  classes.”  **Duly  and  personal 
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feeling  induce  us  to  point  out  the  dangers  -which  arise 
to  royalty  and  the  catholic  religion^  from  the  prolong 
ed  struggle  between  Spain  and  America,  and  th“ 
facility  which  is  given  to  the  last  to  dispose  of  its 
fate: — ve  are  the  more  drawn  to  this  observation 
beca  use  in  the  number  of  American  constitutions 
which  we  have  seen,  we  have  not  met  -with  one  -which 
included  a single  -word  referring  to  royalty;  on  the 
contrary  all  are  struck  ivith  a deep  dye  of  republican- 
isrn,  and  lean  more  to  the  institutions  of  the  United 
States,  than  those  of  Europe.  Tbe  banger  is  ao 

MUCH  THE  greater;  AS  NO  NATION  EQ,UALS  IN  PROS 

PERtTr  THE  United  States.  There  is  a great 
attraction  in  the  vieio  of  happiness;  and  the  nature 
of  man  leads  him  to  seek  it,  and  make  it  his  own.” 

This  European  high  priest  does  not  mince  his 
words — he  speaks  right  out;  and  we  are  not  left  at 
a loss  to  determine  what  he  means. — Aurora. 

The  blacks.  A law  of  South  Carolina  forbids 
the  meeting  of  slaves,  or  free  people  of  color,  **for 
’the  purpose  of  mental  instruction,”  unless  a majo- 
rity of  the  assembly  be  composed  of  white  persons 
-—places  are  assigned  for  them  in  all  the  churches, 
and  many  are  said  to  be  communicants. 

It  appears  that  certain  persons  of  color,  one  as  a 
'bishop,  a few  weeks  since  endeavored  to  obtain  li- 
berty of  the  city  council  of  Charleston  to  hold 
meetings  of  colored  persons  exclusively,  and  v/ere 
refused,  on  account  ot  the  law  on  the  subject— but 
such  a meeting  was  held,  the  whole  congregation 
was  arrested  and  taken  before  a magistrate,  who, 
after  admonishing  them  and  explaining  the  law, 
dismissed  them.  The  bishop  and  ministers  again 
called  a meeting — and  on  Sunday  the  7th  inst.  all 
that  were  in  church  [143]  were  arrested,  and  lodg- 
ed in  the  guard  house.  The  law  makes  every  in- 
dividual liable  to  imprisonment  and  corporal  chas- 
tisement. The  city  council  sentenf'ed  five  of  them, 
-consisting  of  a bishop  and  four  ministers,  to  one 
month’s  imprisonment,  or  to  give  security  to  leave 
the  state.  Eight  other  ministers  were  also  sen- 
tenced, sep-arately,  to  receive  ten  lashes,  or  pay 
a fine  each  of  five  dollars. 

Steam  boats. — Tlmee  steam  boats  have  been  lost 
in  five  months, in  the  Mi.ssissippi,  in  consequence  of 
running  foul  of  great  trunks  of  trees  called  “saw- 
yers.” Will  not  the  increased  navigation  of  this 
mighty  stream  soon  justify  an  attenspt  to  clear  it 
-Pf  such  serious  i icumbrances — or,  is  it  practica 
ble  to  do  it.? 

JSTatches,  May  14. — The  question  of  Fulton  and 
JLivingston’s  privilege  is  again  agitated,  by  a suit 
brouglit  in  the  federal  court  of  New  Orleans, 
.against  the  steam -boat  Constitution.  We  wait 
with  anxiety  the  result  of  a question  involving  the 
most  prominent  interests  of  Western  America. 

Grateful.  From  the  JVe-w- Hampshire  Patriot. — 
With  pleasure  we  give  place  to  the  following  address 
from  a revolutionary  patriot  of  this  town,  now  near- 
ly ninety  years  of  age,  whose  circumstances  are  such 
that  he  needs  not  participate  in  the  bounty  grant- 
ed by  the  government: 

Concord,  JV.  H.  May,  1818.  Lieut  Herbert 
his  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  in  his  wisdom  recommended, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  congress,  has  made  am- 
ple provision  for  the  poor  who  jeopardized  their 
lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field,  in  defence  of  the 
tsacred  rights  of  America.  Tlianks  be  to  God,  that 
their  labours  were  blessed, and  that  we  were  not  car- 
ried into  captivity  before  our  enemies.  Now  to  the 
president — g'ive  him  long  life  and  prosperity — give 
liim  the  wisdom  ofSolomon,  and  the  patience  of  Job: 
make  him  victorious,  happy  and  glorious,  long  to 


rule  over  us.  Save  the  president!  Let  his  enemie® 
bow  and  tremble  before  him:  may  his  people  re' 
joice  in  his  administration.  Let  his  name  be  writ" 
ten  in  abound  book,  and  be  read  by  twenty  gene" 
rations,  god  save  the  president! 

Tobacco. — 12,000  hhds.  have  already  been  inspect- 
ed at  Petersburg  this  season,  gl5  has  been  refused 
for  prime  parcels. 

Maple  sugar.  In  one  township  in  Bedford  coun- 
ty, Penn,  containing  about  thirty  families,  twenty- 
two  thousand  pounds  of  maple  sugar  were  made  last 
season — its  value  on  the  spot,  at  12  cents  per  lb. 
was  Jg2640-— so  much  value  created  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  society. 


The  Navigation  Law. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

We  have  observed,  that  one  of  the  correspon- 
dents of  the  Boston  Palladium  questions  a fact  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  our  act  concerning  navigation, 
recently  passed,  and  calls  upon  Mr.  Forsyth  (as 
charman  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  whom  the  bill  was  reported)  to  es- 
tablish it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  that  gen- 
tleman to  support  in  the  newspapers  what  he  has 
advanced  on  tne  floor  of  the  house.  But,  as  the 
correspondent  in  the  Palladium  appears  sincerely 
to  wish  for  information,  which  we  have  pleasure 
in  imparting  when  in  our  possession,  we  will  an- 
swer his  query  by  presenting  the  evidence  of  the 
inequality  of  footing,  to  our  disadvantage,  on 
which  American  and  other  foreign  vessels  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  British  West  India  colonies. 

The  act  of  the  British  parliament  of  27th  June, 
1805,  consolidating  the  former  acts  on  the  subject, 
admits  into  the  West  Indian  ports  a variety  of  arti- 
cles, wool,  cotton,  tobacco,  specie,  &c.  &c.  the 
produce  of  any  colony  or  country  in  America  “be- 
longing to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign 
European  sovereign  or  state,**  in  any  foreign  single- 
decked vessel,  “being  owned  and  navigated  by 
persons  inhabiting  any  of  the  said  colonies  or  plan- 
tations in  America,  or  countries  on  the  continent 
of  America,  belonging  to,  or  under  the  dominion  of 
any  foreign  European  sovereign  or  state.**  The  pri- 
vilege of  re-exportation  of  all  imported  articles 
except  naval  stores,  and  of  exporting  rum,  is  grant- 
ed ill  the  same  act  in  the  same  terms,  to  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in 
all  cases,  from  that  trade. 

The  title  of  another  act  which  lies  before  us, 
amendatory  of  that  just  referred  to,  sufficiently  ex- 
plains its  object.  It  is  “an  act  to  permit  the  im- 
portation of  rice,  grain  ai'.d  flour /row  any  foreign 
colonies  on  \X\e  continent  of  America,  into  certain 
ports  of  the  West  Indies,  and  to  allow  certain  arti- 
cles to  be  imported  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica into  British  provinces  \n  North  Arnericaybr  the 
purpose  of  exportation  to  the  British  Islands  in  the 
West  ladies.**  Thus  in  the  very  same  section  of 
the  act,  a full  permission  is  given  to  import  into 
the  West  Indies  articles,  without  which  they  can- 
not subsist,  from  other  countries  of  America,  whilst 
from  the  United  States  the  same  articles  may  not 
be  imported  except  in  cases  of  absolute  danger  of 
ftmine,  and  then  only  circuitously  througli  the 
Briiish  northern  provinces,  in  order  that  our  navi- 
gation may  not  have  the  advantage  ot  carrying  to 
them  even  the  articles  which  are  to  keep  them 
fro>n  starving. 

Il  is  presumed  that  the  enquiries  of  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  Palladium  are  satisfied. 
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The  NATIONAL  JUBILEE. — Tiiat  all  hands  engag- 
ed in  publishing  the  Weekly  Register,  may,  with 
glad  hearts  and  innocent  recreation,  enjoy  the  anni- 
versary of  the  day  that  ‘‘decreed  us  a nation,*’ and 
with  appropriate  festivities  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of 
liberty  burning  “on  the  altar  of  */6,”  the  publica- 
tion of  the  present  number  is  anticipated,  though 
dated  in  its  course.  A single  remark  on  this  great 
occasion  may  suffice — o[]/’look  to  the  bight  and 
FREEDOM  OF  SUFFRAGE:  liberty  is  granted  only  to  vigi- 
lance — it  is  better,  as  Paine  said,  to  go  to  the 
place  of  voting  than  the  field  of  battle.  With 
due  reverence  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  let 
us  be  grateful  that  the  ballot  can  reform  domestic 
grievances  without  destroying  those  who  commit 
them;  teaching  them  wisdom  in  humiliation,  and 
instructing  all— that  the  unbiassed  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  voice  of  God.  . 

The  first  Mr.  Reuben  IV.  J\'elson^  in  offering 
himself  as  a candidate  to  represent  the  people  of 
Indiana,  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States— ex- 
plicitly, and  ably,  avows  his  sentiments  respecting 
the  “paper  system,”  and  manifests  a determina- 
tion, so  far  as  his  vote  and  influence  will  go,  if 
elected,  to  have  a thorough  over-haul  of  the  alfairs 
6f  the  bank  of  ihe  United  States.  It  will  go  on. 

The  J^'ational  Intelligencer  says—  “The  editor  of 
the  Weekly  Register  very  commendably  invites 
the  public  attention  to  a serious  consideration  of 
the  expediency  of  requiring  a pledge  from  every 
person  proposed  to  be  elected  as  a member  of  a 
state  legislature,  to  the  following  purport,  before 
it  is  agreed  to  support  him:” 

The  editors  then  quote  the  pledge  proposed  in 
the  last  Register,  about  banks. 

In  the  true  spirit  of  the  personal  friendship  and 
sincere  respect  that  I have  for  Messrs.  Gales  and 
Seaton,  I must  point  out  to  them  an  omission  in  their 
hotice  of  my  proposition— I alluded  as  well  to  mem- 
bers of  “congress”  as  of  the  state  legislatures— 
who,  1 believe,  have  a most  important  duty  to  per 
form  in  regard  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
noUonly  at  the  ensuing  gession,  but  at  many  future 
ones.  The  institution  is  so  fearfully  powerful,  and 
has  been  “got  up,”  (in  theatric  phrase)  so  gneerly, 
that  it  must  be  closely  watched.  I am  not  appre- 
hensive that  Congress  will  charter  another  national 
bank!  or  establish  any  more  in  the  district!!  but  they 
all  require  looking  after. 


The  Foiijntaiii  of  EviL 

WITH  NOTES  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS}  AND  FACTS  AND 
REMARKS. 

[Written  f«r  last  week’s  Register.] 

Satan,  hurled  headlong  frona  the  realms  of  bliss 
for  his  ambition  and  pride,  eminently  called  the 
“father  of  mischief,”  and  “fountain  of  evil,”  is  sup- 
posed to  carry  on  an  eternal  war  against  man’s  hap 
piness,  by  subordinate  agents  or  passions.  Kings 
and  state  priests,  with  the  curses  that  fiow  from 
their  despotism  over  mind,  person  and  proper- 
ty, in  the  old  world,  are  his  favorite  channels  for 
dispensing  misery  to  the  wretched  millions  there; 
but  these  having  little  improper  influence  here^ 
(speaking  comparatively)  the  lustful  D^mon  of 
Avarice  was  directed  to  spread  immorality,  and 

Vox.  XI Y. — -^2. 


with  it  disLiess,  vhrough  the  republic.  He  had 
long  scowled  upon  the  virtuous  purity  of  the  Ame- 
rican character  with  infernal  malignity,  and  enter- 
ed upon  his  great  mission  with  joy.  The  very 
dure  of  the  fields  appeared  as  if  scorched  with  fire 
wirerever  he  rested  his  footstep,  and  he  .soon  an- 
nounced to  the  master-spirit — that  he  “came— he 
saw— -and  conquered.” 

After  having  beheld  the  misery  brought  upon 
Eftgland  (whose  vices  and  follies  \xq  are  so  apt  to 
®opy,  unadmonished  by  their  effect)  by  the  excess 
of  her  “paper-system,”  the  legitimate  offspring  of 
kingcraft  and  priestcraft — the  natural  product  of 
a connection  between  the  hyena  and  crocodile — after 
having  seen  the  palaces  and  poor-houses  that  it  had 
erected,  y/ith  an  almost  total  extinction  of  the  mid- 
dle classes,  lately  the  glory  of  that  country,to  make 
way  for  SiVid  paupers — the  one  giving  a guinea 

for  a peach  that  7ve  would  tliink  only  fit  to  be  thrown 
to  the  hogs,*  whilst  the  other  went  supperless  to 
bed,  and  many  actually  perished  for  a want  of  the 
most  miserable  food  that  could  sustain  a miserable 
life; — after  having  known  the  train  of  vices  and 
crimes  that  were,  and  always  must  be,  incident  t» 
to  such  a state  of  things,  which,  like  experience, 

WITH  HER  BURNING  PEN,  INSCRIBED  INSTROpTION  ON 
THF.  ADAMANTINE  PILLAR  OF  TRUTH— hoW  WAS  it 

that  we  yielded  so  easily  as  to  deny  to  the  D;smom 
OF  Avarice  the  applause  of  his  infernal  majesty  for 
a victory  in  Si  well  fotight  Reid — for  we  yielded  almost 
without  a struggle?  But  suffering  Virtue,  though 
defeated,  still  remains  to  rally  her  votaries — to 
exhort,  encourage  and  reprove,  and  strike  terror 
into  the  recreant  heart,  crying  aloud,  Curse  ye^ 
JHeroZy  curse  ye  most  bitterly  th'e  inhabitants  thereof, 
because  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  ford  against 
the  mighty. 

Three  or  foUr  weeks  since  we, called  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers  to  a terrible  fact  Stated  in  the 
British  parliament:  for  fourteen  >ears  before  Wig 
suspension  of  specie  payments  in  England,  there 
were  only  four  prosecu  tions  by  the  bank  for  forgery 
— but  in  the  fourteen  years  since  such  suspension, 
there  had  been  four  hundred  arid  sixty  nine  such 
prosecutions!  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  from 
January  to  April,  1818! — the  suspension  being  fur- 
ther extended!!  Of  the  amount  we  may  aasily  believe 
that  at  least  one  hundred  were  executed  and  as 
many  more  transported,  for  want  of  decisive  evi- 
dence; for  forgery,  or  the  suspicion  of  forgery,  is 
never  forgiven  there,  if  it  be  possible  to  prove  the 
one,  or  reasonably  support  the  other.  This  horri- 
ble fact  is  as  an  archangel  speaking  to  us  in  a voice 
of  thunder  from  on  high;  for  God  has  decreed  that 
like  causes  must  produce  like  effects^ 

A man’s  blood  almost  congeals  as  he  looks  over 
a file  ot  British  papers  and  read.s  the  accounts  of 
those  legalized  murders.  A single  paper  contains 

*A  London  paper,  of  May  1/,  says-^Among  the 
costly  rarities  in  the  desert  at  sir  Charles  Morgan’s 
entertainment,  on  Tuesday  night,  were  sixty  plates 
of -Strawberries,  which  ®ost  one  guinea  a plate  ! 

jl  am  indebted  for  this  quotation,  as  applied  here^, 
to  u valuable  paper  called  the  “Ohio  Monitor;” 
whose  ediior,  like  many  othersj  is  alive  to  the  eythi 
of  the  “papet  system/’ 
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the  trials  of  ten  unhappy  beings  for  uttering  forged 
bank  notes— four  of  whom  were  immediately  exe- 
cuted; after  having  been  told  by  the  judge,  with 
perfect  cooloess,  arising  from  habit,  that  to  them 
*‘as  dealers  in  the  horrid  system,  no  mercy  could 
be  erctended.''*  The  others  were  transported  for 
fe-urteen  years — they  had  not  offered  to  pass  forged 
notes;  sMcli  notes  had  only  been  found  in  their  pos- 
session * or  he  four  that  were  hung  in  company, 
one  was  a woman  aged  60,  another  a young  man  of 
22,  about  welve  months  married,  whose  wife  was 
near  her  accouchement,  and,  with  her  child,  pe- 
rished with  her  husband!  At  another  assize;  we 
see  an  account  of  the  conviction  of  three  others, 
promptly  sentenced  to  death  and  speedily  hurried 
to  eternity! — The  following  case  of  Harriet  Skel- 
toi\  is  copied  from  a London  paper  of  April  20,  in 
t!ie  present  year: 

“The  case  ofllarrlet  Skelton,  ordered  for  execu- 
tion, is  most  interesting  and  affecting — she  is  thir- 
ty three  years  of  age;  she  was  left  an  orphan  when 
only  three  years  old.  She  was  brought  up  in  a 
respectable  family  till  her  15th  year,  when  she  en- 
tered service  in  vvhicli  station  she  continued  till 
her  marriage  with  John  Skelton  in  1810,  a few 
years  older  than  herself;  her  husband  soon  proved 
himself  a most  abandoned  and  vicious  character. 
For  eight  years  she  had  to  bear  every  thing  malice 
or  barbarity  could  inflict,  when,  finding  himself 
im able  to  maintain  his  wife,  and  indulge  his  own 
propensities  for  drinking,  he  left  her,  totally  desti- 
tuip,  in  lodgings  in  London,  with  the  fixed  deter- 
mination of  never  seeing  her  again. — At  this  junc- 
ture she  accidentally  met  her, brother,  Mr.  Good- 
luck,  with  whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skelton  had  been 
long  at  variance.  On  heai^ing  her  story,  Mr.  Good- 
luck  offered  her  a comfortable  asylum  with  him, 
upon  condition  she  would  entirely  abandon  her 
husband.  This  she  refused,  alleging  that  her  duty 
as  a wife  required  her  to  do  nothing  that  would 
exa-  perate  him,  whilst  there  remained  any  hope  of 
reconciliation,  being  unable  to  endure  the  thought 
of  a total  separation  from  Mr.  Skelton,  whom  she 
all  along  tenderly  loved.  Determined  to  make  one 
more  eff  ort,  she  followed  him  to  Battlebridge, 
where  he  was  at  work:  she  only  asked  him  to  al- 
low her  5s  per  week,  though  she  well  knew  he 
was  gaining  at  that  lime,  35s  weekly;  even  this  he 
peremptorily  refused.  Mrs.  Skelton  had  now  no 
resource  lef'  but  her  brotlier,  to  him  she  went  in 
December,  1816  He  by  degrees  unfolded  a mys- 
tery, of  which  she  had  no  previous  suspicion,  and 
she  discovered  Mr.  Goodluck  to  be  a regular  pas 
ser  of  forged  bank  of  England  notes.  He  earnest- 
ly enireuted  her  to  unite  in  this  fatal  traffic;  for  ten 
months  she  resisted  his  warmest  solicitations,  but 
in  November  1817,  her  brother  having  contracted 
a debt  of  60/ which  he  was  unable  to  pay,  he  told 
her  plainly  that  unless  she  assisted  in  passing 
notes,  he  must  go  to  prison,  and  she  would  be  left 
desiiiute  as  before.  This  shook  her  virtue;  and 
Mrs,  Skelton  not  only  began  uticring  forged  notes, 
bu'  also  opened  her  house  for  the  reception  of 
loose  characters,  in  tlie  hopes  of  raising  the  neces- 
sary sum,’* 

A subsequent  date  gives  an  account  of  her  ex- 
ecution on  the  25th  of  the  same  month — only  five 

*l-‘'  this  IS  l.iw,  ind  1 were  in  England,  they  might 
hang  me  any  week — for  I am  seldom  two  days  to- 
geiher  without  having  forged  notes  in  my  posses- 
.sion  It  lias  become  so  common  that  I return  them 
from  whence  titey  came  without  any  suspicion 
v/hatever  ofthe  honesty  of  those  who  remitted  them 
to  roel 


days  being  allowed  for  her  to  make  her  peace  with 
her  Gop,  and  reconcile  herself  to  her  destiny! — 
The  miserable  female  was  nearly  dead  with  appre- 
hension before  she  reached  the  gallows — and  had 
to  be  supported  on  her  feet  by  three  or  four  per- 
sons, whilst  the  terrible  preparations  were  making 
to  launch  her  into  the  unknown  world! 

Like  causes  have  already  produced  like  effects, 
in  the  United  Sutes — and  we  must  begin  the  hang- 
ing of  counterfeiters  by  wholesale,  if  we  cannot 
check  the  operations  of  la-wful-money-makers.  I 
have  laid  by  for  a -week  past  the  several  notices 
that  I happened  to  see  in  the  newspapers  oi  honest 
and  other  counterfeits  and  counterfeiters.  They 
are  as  follows: 

1.  Respecting  the  bills  of  some  Insurance  com- 
pany,  paid  to  the  soldiers  o f the  United  States  in  the 
Missouri  territory,  issued  in  open  day  by  a body  of 
gentlemen,  which  appear  to  be  w’orth  no  more  than 
notes  of  Stephen  Burroivs’  old  manufactory. 

2.  About  notes  of  the  bank  of  Jefferson  county, 
N,  Y.  altered  from  5’s  to  50’s,  and  so  well  done  as 
to  deceive  almost  any  one  not  particularly  ac- 
quainted with  the  ornaments  that  belong  to  the  bills 
of  different  denominations. 

3.  The  same,  respecting  certain  post  notes  of  the 
United  States. 

4 The  same,  extensively,  of  the  bills  of  the 
Schuylkill  bank,  at  Philadelphia.* 

5.  About  notes  purporting  to  be  issued  by  the 
“bank  of  Sandusky  bay” — ‘there  is  no  such  a bank; 
three  villains  are  the  stockholders  and  directors, 
and  president,  cashier  and  clerks! 

6.  About  counterfeit  ten  dollars  notes  on  the 
bank  of  the  Metropolis,  at  Washi.ugton  city— 
“plausible  enough,  when  not  suspected.** 

7.  The  trial  and  conviction  of  a Henry  Green, 
at  New  York,  for  passing  a counterfeit  note  know- 
ing it  to  be  such. 

8.  The  finding  of  the  body  of  a man  named  Moses 
Green,  in  the  Allegany  river,  near  Clean,  N,  Y. 
who  had  belonged  to  a gang  of  counterfeiters,  dis- 
turbed some  time  ago.  How  he  came  by  his  death 
was  unknown  to  the  inquest  held  over  the  body. 

9.  Respecting  a paper  money  of  the  “Harmony 
institute  of  Pennsylvania,’*  called  by  a new  name, 
and  issued  as  of  the  “Harmonic  Farmers  bank** — 
the  first  a bankrupt  some  time  ago,  and  the  latter 
represented  as  worse,  because  it  has  yet  to 
break.  [There  is  a laughable  story  about  those 
notes — 10  or  15,000  dollars  of  them  are  said  to 
have  been  given  to  a man  named  Withers  for  his  pa- 
tent right  to  tvinged  gudgeons  ^or  the  state  of  Ohio, 
A fair  bargain! — one  speculation  against  another. 
The  patent  is  not  worth  a straw.  See  AVeekly  Re- 
gister, page  282] 

The  following  were  stopped  on  one  individual 
at  New  York; — the  aggregate  is  nearly  100,000 

dollars From  this  specimen  we  may  get  some 

idea  of  the  quantity  of  such  stuff  floating  through 
the  United  States:— Whether  the  fellow  had  with 
him  the  mother  bank  or  only  one  of  its  branches, 
is  yet  to  be  discovered. — 


* Altered  notes  are  more  dangerous  than  those 
that  are  wholly  counterfeit — the  people,  at  large, 
appear  lo  have  no  safety  but  in  the  absolute  refu- 
sal of  notes  that  they  are  unacquainted  with — this 
may  please  the  honest  brokers,  but  it  will  happily 
limit  the  operations  of  the  “system”,  and  prevent 
its  authors  from  “keeping  out**  their  notes.  By 
which  the  of  banks  may  be  reduced,  and 

the  temptation  to  spemlation  avoided  in  the  re- 
duced value  of  their  stocks. 
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20  1046  5s  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore 

11  1000  10s  German  bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio 

12  943  10s  Bank  of  Columbia,  Georgetown 

13  1507  10s  State  bank,  Trenton,  ifewark  and 

Camden,  New  Jersey 

14  85  10s  Bank  ofNorth  America,  Philadelphia 

15  1077  5s  Mechanic’s  bank  in  the  city  of  N,  Y. 

16  672  5s  Bank  of  Orange  county 

17  600  5s  Marine  bank  of  Baltimore 

18  200  10s  Farmer’s  bank  of  Buck’s  county, 

Humeville,  Pa. 

19  206  3s  Bank  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  Jersey 

20  1000  3s  Farmer’s  bank  of  the  state  of  Dela- 

ware 

21  1581  3s  The  Mechanic’s  bank  of  the  city  and 

county  of  Ph  iladelphia 

22  1068  3 Newark  banking  and  Insurance  com- 

pany 

23  2 10s  Bank  of  Pittsburg 

24  2 3s  Westmoreland  bank  of  Penn. 

25  1 5s  Ontario  bank 

26.  We  have  just  got  afloat  in  Baltimore  2 dollar 
notes  of  the  Mechanics  bank,  well  altered  into  5’s. 
Also  the  following  queer  notices— 

27.  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, had  refused  to  receive  the  bills  of  three 
of  the  local  banks  of  that  city,  though  it  was  real- 
ly indebted  to  one  of  them. 

28.  The  following,  from  the  Niagara  Journal  of 
June  9.  “The  Commercial  bank  of  lake  Erie,  at 
Cleaveland,  Ohio,  has  refused  to  pay  in  specie  a 
draft  made  by  the  U.  S.  branch  bank  at  Pittsburg. 
The  directors  of  the  former  bank  have  published 
a manifesto,  in  which  they  declare  their  ability  to 
redeem  their  bills,  and  their  willingness  to  pay 
any  drafts  that  might  be  made  by  individuals  or 
other  banks,  in  the  course  of  business, — but  drafts 
made  by  the  United  States  banks  they  would  not 
pay,  alleging  that  they  are  made  for  unjust  objects. 
The  directors  in  their  report  say,  that  “there  is  lit- 
tle reason  to  doubt  that  some  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partment of  the  national  government  favor,  or  at 
least  connive  at  this  unjust  and  oppressive  specu- 
lation of  the  U.  S.  bank.” 

[ What  a story  is  this?  Jf  the  notes  of  the  Commer- 
cial hank  of  lake  Erie**  are  oul,  I should  be  glad  to 
hear  of  any  reasonable  excuse  -rohy  they  should  not 
come  in!  The  only  good  I noio  hope  for  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  is,  that  the  great  speculators 
-ivill  keep  the  little  speculators  in  order;  and,  by  and 
bye,  the  people  ivill  regulate  the  ivhole.'\ 

..  29.  Being  myself  in  a broker’s  ofiice  to  get  cer- 
tain bank  notes  shaved,  to  meet  my  ordinary  ex- 
penses, and  finding  there  a decent-looking  man  en 
deavoring  to  deal  for  a large  amount  of  notes,  and 
growling  because  they  were  not  at  a greater  dis- 
count— I discovered  that  he  was  the  president  of 
the  swindling  bank  whose  notes  he  wished  to  pur- 
chase! 

[I  had  a minute  of  four  op  five  other  forgeries, 
but  have  mislaid  it.] 

What  a catalogue!  And  are  the  people  to  be 
thus  demoralized — is  society  thus  to  be  imposed 
upon,  to  gratify  the  infernal  avarice  of  less  than 
one  thoumnd*  men  in  the  United  States?  Are 
all  these  evils  to  be  suffered  that  such  a frag- 
ment of  our  population  may  ride  over  the  necks 

*T;ie  “rag  barons”  (great  and  small— bashaws  of 
three  tails  and  bashaws  of  two)  do  not  amount  to 
a 1000  in  all  the  states.  The  body  of  the  directors 
are  honest,  and  as  really  ignorant  of  the  crimes 
tfiat  they  sanction  by  their  association,  as  the 
people  at  large,  dt  least,  I hope  so. 


of  their  fellow  citizens?  Who  can  look  upon  this 
list  without  horror  and  dismay?  J'he  British  cap- 
tain Burdett  pronounced  us  to  b.e  “a  nation  of 
liars” — he  was  a liar,  for  saying  so;  but  we  seem 
about  to  become  liable  to  be  called  a nauon  rf  conn- 
ierfeiiersJ*  Counterfeit  notes  and  false  bank  notes 
are  so  common,  that  forgery  seems  to  have  lost  its 
criminalty  in  the  minds  of  many;  and  the  little 
rascal  thinks  that  he  may  as  well  make  money  as 
a big  one.  Prostrate  in  honor,  deeds  are  commit- 
ted by  men  in  the  character  of  bank  directors,  that, 
if  known  to  be  done  by  them  in  their  individual 
capacities,  would  put  them  under  the  bann  of  all 
that  is  honest  and  decent  in  the  community.  A 
London  paper  observes,  “It  is  quite  idle  to  talk  of 
the  honor  of  a great  public  body  [meaning  parti* 
cularly  the  bank  of  England] — public  bodies  ne- 
VEH  feel  SHAME.”  Indeed  tliis  is  true.  It  will  re- 
main to  be  true  until  we  begin  to  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names,  and  make  public  bodies  responsi- 
ble in  the  same  way  that  they  do  individuals.  A man 
who  will  not  p.ay  his  debts,  far  as  he  has  funds, 
is  called  a scoundrel — so  a body  of  bank  directors, 
who  w’ill  not  pay  theirs,  should  be  considered 
as  scoundrels;  the  man  who  buys  up  his  own  notes 
is  universally  allowed  to  be  a swindler — so  is  a 
bank,  or  any  of  its  agents  or  managers,  that  does 
the  same  thing.  I defy  the  whole  liost  of  shavers 
and  speculators  to  controvert  these  propositions. — 
lloguery  loses  no  part  of  its  property  for  being 
done  by  a public  body;  and  every  man  is  a.  pHnci- 
■pal  who  does  not  retire  from  and  exp nse  the  ini- 
quity. This  is  a new  doctrine,  yet — but  happily, 
it  is  becoming  familiar;  and  I am  grateful  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  proceeding  to  effect.  J^lany  honest 
presidents  and  directors  of  several  money-sliops  may 
be  expected  to  resign  very  shortly,  unless  vefurmaiion 
takes  place.  Let  this  be  marked.  It  is  these  tliat 
save  such  institutions  from  condemnation~and 
when  they  retire,  like  good  old  Lot  and  his  family, 
justice,  as  the  fire  from  heaven,  shall  decend 
and  consume  the  Sodoms  and  Gomorrahs  which  their 
virtue  has  so  long  preserved. 

I attribute  at  least  nine  tenths  of  tJie  Aones/ coun- 
terfeiting to  the  crimes  of  our  chartered  money- 
manufactures.  We  see  how  it  is  \n  England; 
us  briefly  call  to  mind  what  we  knowofathome. 
JMassaclmsetts  first  run  bank-mad,  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  were  the  notes  of  her  banks  extensive- 
ly counterfeited.  On  the  banks  of  the  middle 
states  there  were  hardly  any  counterfeits  until 
after  the  Massachusetts*  mania  had  fastened 
upon  us,  and  we,  not  having  yet  past  a purga- 
tion, are  affected  worse  than  Massachusetts  was. 
The  banks  south  of  the  Potomac  are  yet  few  in 
number~lhey  are  generally  bottomed  on  a solid 
capital  and  honestly  conducted;  and  I never  recol- 
lect to  have  received  but  two  counterfeit  notes  on 
any  of  them,  though  I may  handle  a thousand  notes 
a year  issued  by  these  banks.  Such  may  be  more 

•In  a late  speech  in  the  British  iiouseof  commons 
it  WftS  observe.] — “that  forgeries  were  rare  in  the 
United  States” — \hey  were  rare;  but  alas*  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  and  the  litterings 
of  banks,  they  are  almost  as  plentiful  as  in  England. 

J am  happy  to  add  this  postcript,  because  it 
serves  to  shew  that  we  liave  not  yet  reached  the 
lurpitude  of  England,  by  her  sijstenu — In  a debate 
in  parliament,  sir  J Graham  said  “half  the  bank  of 
England  notes  in  circulation  in  the  northern  coun- 
ti.s  were  forgeries.” — Mr.  Thomson  said  the  notc.s 
stopped  last  year  at  the  bank  amounted  to  27,000? 
and  there  240  pro.secution^ 
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ruimerouR;  but  they  are  hunted  out  of  circulatioi^i 
immediately.  Here  is  abundant  proof,  within  the 
reach  of  every  man’s  understanding,  of  what  I 
have  asserted.  Just  so,  as  Ihe  Daemon  of  Avarice 
is  the  autlror  of  modern  bankii^g,  so  is  that  banking 
the  fountain  of  counterfeiting. 

The  “paper  system”  has  been  considered  by  my 
inv.aluable  correspondent,  and  myself,  as  at  joar 
‘toith  real  property  and  the  product  of  labor.  This  is 
unfortunately, /e/?  in  many  pans  of  our  country, 
especially  in  the  states  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. A few  days  ago  1 accidentally  examined  a 
village  newspaper  published  in  the  former, — and, 
like  a man  treading  near  a serpent,  was  surprized 
at  the  long  rows  of  sheriff’s  advertisements  that 
it  contained—r/aV^y  three  pieces  of  real  property, 
belonging  to  as  many  different  persons,  were  ad- 
vertised for  sale  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
[a  western  one,]  many  of  which  appeared  to  be  va- 
luable farms,  and  there  were  also  eleven  mortgage 

in  the  sarne  paper!  Nearly  lOO  such  news- 
papers are  published  in  the  state,  and  the  most,  of 
them  are  stuffed  with  such  *‘events  of  the  -war^’^  in 
the  neighborhood  of  places  where  banks  are  esta- 
blished. 

I this  day  received  a letter  from  a most  respect- 
able gentleman  on  the  JSTiagara  frontier,  in  which, 
speaking  of  the  bank  there,  he  says— “/ believe  it 
is  a ruinous  institution  and  nothing  (save  the  des- 
truction OF  THIS  FKONTIKB  BY  THE  ISHOiAN,  SA- 
VaWaND  barbarous  ENEMY,  BRITISH  AND  INDIANS, 

IN  1813)  has  ever ^ or  loill  ever  he  so  oppressive  and 
ruinous  to  the  citizens  in  its  vicinity.^* 

[We  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  make  use  of 
the  facts  contained  in  this  letter  hereafter.] 

Now  for  a contrast— Westchester  county,  N.  Y. 
had  30,272  inhabitants  in  1810,  and  the  people 
have  increased  since,  and  its  taxable  property  was 
valued  at  g6, 3 17,326  dollars— But,  at  a recent 
court  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  only  one  indictment  was  found,  which  was 
against  a man  suppose^i  to  be  insane.  There  were 
also  only  t-ivo  civil  causes  on  the  calendar!— The 
moment  I read  this,  being  alone,  I struck  my 
hand  on  the  table,  exclaiming  ^Hhen  there  is  no  bajik 
in  this  county!^*  I examined  a list  of  the  banks  of 
New  York  and  found  that  the  opinion  was  a cor- 
rect one:  may  this  happy  people  keep  the  tempter 
from  them  forever! 

Reader — what  better  evidence  do  you  want  of 
the  demoralizing  and  deslructiye  effects  of  the 
paper  system  than  are  stated  in  the  preceding?  Do 
you  require  that  one  should  arise  from  the  dead 
to  warn  you?  No— you  have  the  living  victims  of 
it  before  you.  Profit  by  experience,  and  reform  or 
destroy  the  monster  that,  if  not  re.strained,  will  de- 
stroy you.  You  have  more  to  fear  from  it  than  from 
an  invading  foreign  army,  as  powerful  as  that 
which  supported  by  corruption,  won  the  famous 
victory  at  IVaterloo 

PusTcniPT.  The  regular  day  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  preceding  is— the  fourth  of  .tuly.  Ii 
is  the  glorious  anniversary  of  the  time  when  aband 

/-  . • .1 the  birth  of  a nation,  and,  ap- 

<o  heaven,  declared  that  they  “owed  no  al- 


friends;”  to  mete  unto  them  the  same  measure  that 
they  mete  unto  others,  and  compel  them  to  render 
the  justice  that  they  exactIThis  being  done;  another 
independence  is  gained,  a new  set  of  chains  are 
broken,  and,  honest  labor  may  fully  enjoy  the 
“bread  it  earns.”  To  the  polls,  fellow  citizens!—* 
it  is  THERE  that  pap&  shot  will  tell  . . . Suffer  no 
bank  director,  no  money  monger,  to  represent  you 
in  congress  or  assembly,  until  the  good  old  times 
of  banking  honor  are  restored,  when  capital  was 
considered  as  necessary  to  the  power  of  lenditig^ 
money! 


1 lie  Pablic  Lands. 

LETTER— III. 

As  proposed  in  my  last,*  I proceed  in  this  letter 
to  give  a brief  account  of  the  several  land  offices 
now  in  operation  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
in  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  the  adjoining  ' 
territories.  Of  these  there  are. 

In  the  state  of  Ohio  6 

In  the  state  of  Indiana  2 

In  the  territory  [or  slate]  of  Illinois  3 

In  the  territory  of  Michigan  1 

TO  WIT: 

In  Ohio,  the  district  of  Steubenville, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

In  Michigan  do. 


In  Indiana 
In  Illinois 


Marietta, 
Zanesville, 
Wooster, 
Chillicothe,  and 
Cincinnatti; 
Jeffersonville,  and 
Vincennes; 
Shawneetown, 
Kaskaskia,  and 
Edwardsvillej 
Detroit. 


of  pati'iots  decried  the  birth  of  a nation,  i 
pealing  <o  heaven,  declared  that  they  “ovvt 
it  glance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain”!  How  happy, 
it  on  this  dny,  also,  the  peopue,  whilst  witii  cheer- 
ful hearts  and  overflowing  cups  they  cornmemo 
rate  that  incomparable  event,  sliould  also  resolve 
to  relieve  themselves  of  tJ<e  bantling  of 

kingcraft  aiul  priestcraft,  imposed  upon  us  by  our 
ajM^  of  nobility!  'I'o  resolve  to  consider  the  banks, 
as  \he  declaration  of  independence  teaches  us  to 
considyr  nations— “enemies  in  war,  in  peace 


The  district  of  Steubenville  embraces  all  the  public 
lands  lying  west  of  the  Pennsylvania  line;  north  of  a 
line  drawn  west  from  the  north  west  corner  of  the 
first  townships  of  the  second  range,  to  the  U.  States 
military  tract;  east  of  the  said  military  tract,  and  the 
Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum  river;  and 
south  of  the  “Connecticut  Western  Reservation.” 
The  face  of  the  country  within  the  bounds  of  this 
district,  especially  that  part  of  it  which  borders  on 
the  Ohio  river,  and  the  smaller  streams  which  fall  in- 
tuit, is  mostly  hilly,  but  notso  much  so  as  to  render 
it  unfit  for  cultivation.  Those  hills  are  low  and  nu-' 
merous,  sometimes  steep,  but  generally  of  a gentle 
ascent,  and  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  tim- 
ber. The  soil  is  good,  mostly  of  the  quality  called 
2nd  rate,  and  produces  excellent  wheat  and  other 
small  grain,  and  the  various  kinds  of  cultivated 
grapes.  Various  kinds  of  fruit,  especially  the  ap- 
ple, are  cultivated  with  great  success.  The  north- 
ern and  the  north  western  parts  of  this  district  are 
more  level,  and  the  quality  of  the  land  better. 
The  whole  district  is  remarkably  well  watered 
with  small  streams  which  fall  into  the  Ohio  on  the 
east  side,  and  into  the  Muskingum  river  on  the 
west.  The  character  of  tlie  country,  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  very  much  resembles  that  of  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette  in  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  is  doubtless  a continuatian  of  the  same 
tract.  The  quantity  of  land  sold  in  the  Steuben- 
ville district  is  very  considerable;  the  land  offices 
having  been  in  operation  about  eighteen  years. 
Not  more  perhaps  than  one-third  or  one-fourth  of 
the  lands  therein  remain  unsold  at  this  time. 


See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  XII,  page  409. 
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The  district  of  Marietta  is  bounded  on  the  west 
by  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventh  range, 
which  divides  it  from  the  lands  of  the  “Ohio  com- 
pany,” ort  the  north  by  the  district  of  Steubenville; 
and  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  Ohio  river. 
What  I have  s^aid  concerning  the  character  of  the 
land  in  the  last  mentioned  district  is  applicable 
also  to  this.  It  is  the  smallest  of  the  land  dis- 
tricts; and  having  been  long  in  market,  and  lying 
adjacent  to  the  Ohio,  most  of  the  tillable  land  in  it 
has  been  already  sold. 

The  district  of  Zanesville  is  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  Steubenville  district;  on  the  south  by  the 
Ohio  company’s  purchase;  on  the  west  by  the  range 
line  dividing  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  ranges, 
and  the  line  dividing  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
ranges  of  the  U,  S.  military  tract;  and  on  the  north 
by  the  old  Indian  bouadary  run  from  Fort  Law- 
rence to  Lorrimier’s  store.  A considerable  portion 
of  thU  district  is  also  hilly,  particularly  in  the 
southern  and  eastern  parts  of  it.  A large  portion 
of  the  remainder  is  very  good  land,  especially  in 
the  north  and  west  quarters.  The  Muskingum 
river  passes  through  the  whole  length  of  this  dis 
trict,  and  receives  therein  its  tributary  streams. 
This  district  abounds  in  iron  mineral  and  coal. 

The  district  of  IVooster*  is  boutided  on  the  east 
by  the  Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum  river, 
which  separates  it  from  the  Steubenville  district; 
on  the  south  by  the  old  Indian  boundary  line  from 
Fort  Lawrence,  which  separates  it  from  the 
Zanesville  and  Chillicothe  districts;  on  the  west 
by  the  Inndian  lands,  on  the  north  by  “Conec- 
ticut  Western  Reservutiop.”  It  includes  also, 
the  United  Slates’  reserve  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the 
lakes.  Within  the  bounds  of  this  district  are  con- 
tained the  sources  of  a number  of  streams,  flowing 
into  lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river,  respectively. 
The  face  of  the  country,  therefore,  as  might  be 
expected,  is  mostly  either  level  or  moderately  roll- 
ing. Some  part  of  it  may  be  Qonsidered  rather 
wet,  and  in  some  instances  miry;  but  the  quantity 
of  either  is  very  inconsiderable.  The  quality  of 
the  soil  in  nearly  the  whole  of  this  district  is  first 
rate,  which^added  to  its  favorable  situation  for  cul- 
tivation, has  produced  very  extensive  sales  of  the 
lands.  The  land  office  was  opened  about  ten 
years  since,  at  which  time  it  was  a wilderness — 
now  (such  has  been  the  tide  of  emigration  thereto) 
it  “blossoms  as  the  rose.” 

The  district  of  Chillicothe  is  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  Zanesville  district,  and  the  Ohio  company’s 
purchase;  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  river;  on  the 
west  by  the  Scioto  river,  which  separates  it  from 
the  Virginia  military  tract;  and  on  the  north  by 
Indian  lands,  and  by  the  Wooster  district.  The 
character  both  of  the  face  of  the  country  and  of 
the  soil,  in  this  district,  is  much  diversified.  The 
southern  portion  of  it,  extending  to  a few  miles 
north  of  Chillicothe,  is  in  general  hilly,  interspers- 
ed however  with  some  pretty  extensive  tracts  of 
level  land,  and  numerous  fine  tracts  of  first  rate 
bottom  or  alluvial  land,  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio 
and  Scioto  rivers  and  other  streams.  These,  as 
\vell  as  most  of  the  level  lands,  are  of  the  first  qua- 
lity. The  hill  land  is  second  or  third  rate,  Tlie 
northern  half  of  the  district  is  much  the  richest 
and  best  part  of  it.  The  surface  is  either  level  or 
moderately  rolling;  and  the  greater  proportion  of 
the  soil  is  of  the  first  quality.  The  land  in  the 

*The  land  offices  were  untilTutelv  kept  at  Can 


counties  of  Fairfield,  Franklin  and  Pickaway,  wilk 
very  little  exception,  may  be  considered  as  first 
rate.  The  latter  county  contains  the  celebrated 
plains  of  that  name,  than  which  no  tract  in  the 
state  produces  more  luxuriantly.  Ttie  country 
adjacent  to  the  Scioto  and  the  Whetstone  bivinch 
thereof,  is  a valuable  part  of  the  district.  The 
latter  a considerable  stream,  flows  nearly  its  whole 
length  in  a channel  of  solid  limestone  rock,  and 
contains  numerous  mill  seats.  The  permanent 
seat  of  government  of  the  state,  Columbus,  is,siiu- 
ated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Scioto,  immediately 
below  its  junction  with  Whetstone  creek  and  op- 
posite the  town  of  Franklinton;  and  is  surrounded 
by  a very  extensive  body  of  the  richest  and  best 
land  in  the  state. 

The  district  of  Cincinatti  is  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  Little  Miami  river,  and  by  a line  drawn 
from  the  head  spring  thereof  to  the  head  of  the 
Scioto  river;  on  the  south  by  the  0!iio  river;  on 
the  west  by  the  old  Indian  boundary  line  run  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river  to  Fort  Recovery; 
and  on  the  north  by  Indian  lands.  It  includes 
also  a strip  of  land  twelve  miles  wide,  bordering 
on  the  west  boundary  of  the  district,  ceded  in  1809. 
Between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  u.ie 
land  is  excellent;  being  generally  rolling,  rich  and 
dry,  and  well  timbered.  Between  Mad  river* 
and  the  Indian  boundary  line,  a considerable  por- 
tion is  level  prairie,  particularly  well  adapted  to 
grazing.  The  southern  portion  of  that  part  of  the 
district  which  lies  West  of  the  Great  Miami,  is 
mostly  good  rolling  land.  The  northern  pan  of  it 
more  level,  and  occasionally  wet,  especially  about 
the  sources  of  the  streams. 

The  following  extract  from  an  expose,  or 
neral  viexo  of  the  land  district  of  Cincinatti, -\  aff 
a very  satisfactory  description  of  the  character  of 
the  lands  therein: 

“With  regard  to  the  most  eligible  portion  of  the 
district  for  a stranger  to  settle  down  in,  it  is  ob- 
viously impossible  to  form  an  opinion  that  would 
be  likely  to  suit  any  great  number  of  the  various 
and  dissimilar  tastes  which  are  daily  to  decide  on 
it;  bu<^  the  most  exsensive  opening  yet  left,  may  be 
seen,  by  a reference  to  the  maps,  to  extend  along 
its  north,  north-western  and  south-eastern  borders. 

“Between  the  Miamies,  for  instance,  the  lands  are 
an  entered  as  high  up  as  Dayton,  at  the  mouth  of 
Mad  river;  and  for  20  miles  further  north,  the  va- 
cancies are  but  few  and  scattering, — But  in  the  3rd 
townships  of  the  10th  and  11th  ranges,  and  the 
2nd  and  3rd  of  the  12th  and  13th -on  the  waters 
of  Musquito,  Nettle,  Honey  and  Lost  creeks,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  two  Fiqua’s,  there  are  still 
opportunities  of  very  advantageous  selections;  as 
the  lands  here  are  of  a very  excellent  qaaliiy,  le- 
vel almost  to  a fault,  and  interspersed  with  occa- 
sional prairies,  of  great  utility  in  the  formation  oi 
grazing  farms.  This  region  (including  the  waters 
of  Lorimier’s  creek  and  Stillwater,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Miami)  has  been  somewhat  neglected 
by  neio-comerSf  on  account  of  its  lying  rather  out  of 

*A  branch  of  the  Great  Mi^mi,  falling  into  it  on 

the  east  side.  . 

fThis  excellent  little  treatise  was  written  by  the 
worthy  register  of  the  land  office,  Peyton  S. 
Synimes,  esq.  and  extensively  circulated  in  the 
“Western  (Cincinatti)  Almanac”  oflhe  current ye.ir. 
It  contains,  besides  a minute  descripiinn  of  me  Cm. 
cinatti  land  district,  much  valuable  inmrrnanon  to 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  which  is  equ.a4. 
applicable  to  the  other  districts. 
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the  way  of  their  progress  westward,  to  newer  dis- 
tricts; but  the  commercial  intercourse  already  ex- 
isting, and  which  must  ere  long  be  increased, 
between  the  MIAMI  countht  and  lake  ehiw,  cannot 
fail  in  a short  period  to  render  this  a more  general 
and  popular  resort. 

“The  portion,  perhaps,  most  frequented  at  pre- 
sent, is  along  the  western  borders  of  P'ranklin, 
Dearborn  and  Switzerland  counties'*'  (in  the  2nd. 
atid  3rd  ranges  7vesf)  between  the  two  flourishing 
boroughs  of  lirooksville  and  Vevay^  on  the  head 
liranclies  of  Tanner’s,  Hogan,  Loughery  and  Indian 
creeks;  and  west  of  the  numerous  villages  which 
are  strung  along  in  the  vicinities  of  Lq,xurenceburg 
and  Rising  Sun 

?‘The  most  extensive  body  of  vacant  land,  how 
ever,  is  near  Fort  Recovery,  S.  AV.  and  S.  E.  of 
which  tliere  are  some  20  or  30  townships  which 
have  till  lately  been  left  entirely  untouched;  and 
many  of  which,  especially  on  White  river  and 
sassinaiva,  are  composed  of  first  and  second  rate 
lands.  On  these  two  streams,  indeed,  the  settle- 
ment is  now  speedily  increasing,  and  promises  in 
a few  years  to  rival  the  yet  unrivalled  rapidity  with 
which  the  middle  and  lower  end  of  the  same  pur- 
chase has  been  settled,  Between  Recovery  and 
Gre:n.ville,  the  spil  is  rather  too  much  inclined  to 
be  wet,  owing  to  the  numerous  streams  which 
have  their  sources  in  this  quarter,  to  cause  its 
speedy  cultivation;  though  for  such  as  desire  to  en- 
joy the  advantage  of  abundant  range  for  their  cat- 
tle even  the  open  morasses  of  this  quarter,  are  not 
Without  their  attractions.” 

The  district  of  Jejfn sonvUle  is  bounded  on  the 
East  by  the  Cincinnati  district;|  on  the  south,  and 
south  east  by  the  Ohio  river  and“Clarks’s  grant;” 
on  the  west  by  the  second  principal  ineridiari,  which 
separates  it  from  the  di.stricl  of  Vincennes;  and  on 
the  north  by  Indian  lands.  The  greater  part  of 
tlie  land  in  this  district  is  rolling,  dry  and  of  a 
good  quality;  and  lying  well  for  culUvation.  Some 
portion  of  it,  adjacent  to  the  Ohio  river,  is  hilly, 
and  in  the  interior  some  tracts  of  level  land.  On 
iJie  south  the  district  is  v/atered  by  Great  Blue 
river  and  numerous  other  streams  falling  into  the 
Ohio;  on  the  north  by  the  Muskakituk  and  AVhite 
rivers  and  their  branches.  Some  bri|.nches  of  tlie 
Musk.ikituk  river  head  within  two  or  three  miles  of 
the  Ohio  river;  and  after  pursuing  a devious  course 
into  the  interior,  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles, 
are  discharged  into  the  Ohio  through  the  Wabash 
river.  The  grape^is  cultivated  very  successfully 
in  ihe  southern  part  of  tins  district.  The  vineyards 
of  Vevay  are  already  well  known. 

The  district  of  Vincennes  embraces  all  the  public 
lands  in  the  state  of  Indiana  west  of  the  second 
principal  meredian  and  also  so  much  of  the  ‘^old 
Vincennes  tract”  and  “Harrison’s  purchase,”  so 
called,  as  lies  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wabash 
river,  in  Illinois  territory.  In  this  district  there  is 
a.  greater  proportion  of  level  land  than  in  that  last 
described.  The  range  of  bills  adjacent  to  the 
Ol'iio,  begins  to  diminish  considerably  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  Wabash  river.  Some  tracts  towards 
the  interior  are  flat  and  rather  wet;  yet  such  bear 
but  a small  proportion  to  the  good,  dry,  arable 
land,  and  there  are  nun.erous  extensive  prairies  (or 
plains)  in  the  w’estern  and  north-w'cstern  parts  of 
the  district;  many  of  them  elevated,  dry  and  rich. 
The  largest  bodies  of  good  land  lie  in  the  northern 
part  of  it,  in  “Harrison’s  purchase.”  Some  entire 
townships  arc  of  the  richest  and  best  quality.  The 

*Counties  of  the  sta(e  of  Indiana. 


Vincennes  district  is  well  watered  by  the  Wabash, 
Patoka,  Eel,  and  White  rivers,  and  their  numerous 
branches. 

The  Wabash  is  a noble  stream,  averaging  a 
quarter  of  a mile  in  width  to  the  mouth  of  White 
river,  and  two  thirds  that  width  for  150  or  200 
miles  higher.  Its  inundations  for  mpre  than  100 
miles  above  its  mouth,  render  a considerable  por- 
tion of  its  banks  uninhabitable.— -I'he  valley  of  the 
Wabash  is  generally  from  four  to  six  or  eight  miles 
wide.  Through  this  valley  the  river  w'inds  from 
side  to  side,  washing  alternately  the  base  of  the 
highlands  on  each,  and  frequently  inundating  the 
low  bottom  on  one  side  or  the  other  with  its  floods, 
to  the  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  or  more. 
Like  the  Mississippi,  the  Wabash  throws  out 
through  its  inundated  bottoms,  numerous  bayous; 
but  these  finding  a barrier  in  the  higher  lands,  re-: 
turn  again  to  their  parent  stream.  This  river  and 
its  tributary  streams,  water  at  least  three  fourths 
of  the  state  of  Indiana. 

The  sale  of  the  land  in  Harrison’s  purchase  was 
opened  in  September,  1816;  and  both  in  this  dis- 
trict and  that  of  Jeffersonville,  the  sales  have  ex- 
ceeded all  former  example.  These  districts  are 
very  large;  and  notwithstanding  the  augmented 
sale,  the  proportion  of  land  sold  is  comparatively 
small.  The  chances  for  advantageous  selections 
in  most  parts  of  those  districts,  are  ample  and  flatr 
tering. 

The  district  of  Shaxuneet07un  contains  all  tlie  pub- 
lic land  in  the  territory  of  the  Illinois  lying  east 
of  the  third  principal  meridian,  intersecting  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  except  so  much  thereof 
as  is  included  in  the  Vincennes  district,  before 
described.  Mnch  of  the  south  west  quarter  of  this 
district,  adjacent  to  the  Qhio  river,  is  level  and 
wet,  containing  large  tracts  of  cypress  marsh  and 
ponds.  The  eastern  side  contains  a large  propor- 
tion of  good  lands,  rolling  and  dry.  In  the  interior, 
and  in  the  nqrth  west  quarter,  there  are  a number 
of  very  large  prairies,  which  while  they  give  a de- 
lightful appearance  to  the  country,  are,  neverthe- 
less, rather  wet  for  the  plough;  but  are  well  adapted 
to  grazing,  producing  spontaneously,  great  quanti- 
ties of  grass  and  flowering  shrubs. 

The  district  of  Kaskaskia  comprehends  all  the 
public  lands  in  Illinois  territory,  lying  west  of  the 
aforesaid  third  principal  meridian,  and  south  of  the 
base  line;  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  and  west 
by  the  Mississippi  river.  A great  proportion  of  the 
land  on  the  south  end  of  this  district  is  flat  and 
wet.  The  northern  end  is  generally  very  good 
land,  with  the  exception  of  some  tracts  that  are 
too  wet  and  flat.  ' Most  of  the  best  land  on  the 
border  of  the  Mississippi,  is  owned  by  the  de- 
scendants of  the  original  French  settlers,  and  those 
whq  claim  under  them. 

The  district  of  EdxvardsviUe  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  third  principal  meridian;  on  the  south 
by  the  base  line,  on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  on  the  north  by  unsurveyed  lands.  The 
greater  part  of  these  lands  are  very  good,  and 
mostly  dry  and  rolling;  and  will  probably  be  the 
most  populous  district  in  the  territory,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  extent.  It  possesses  considerable  local 
advantages;  haying  the  Illinois  river  on  the  north, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  river  and  its  flou- 
rishing town  of  St.  Louis  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Mississippi;  besides,  the  great  national  turn- 
pike road,  contemplated  to  be  made  from  Cumber- 
land on  the  Potomac  to  St.  Louis,  must  pass 
through  the  district  of  Edwardsville.  The  land 
offices  in  the  three  last  described  districts  v/en^ 
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into'operation,— the  first  in  1814,  the  two  last  in 
1816. — The  proportion  of  land  sold  is  but  small 
3-et. 

The  district  of  Detroit  contains  all  the  surveyed 
public  lands  in  the  territory  of  Michigan— is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  lakes  Erie  and  St.  Clair 
and  the  St.  Clair  and  Detroit  rivers  (or  straights;) 
on  the  south  by  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the  west  and 
north  by  unsurveyed  lands— and  extending  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Raisin  to  the  outlet  of  lake 
Huron.  In  the  north  west  quarter  of  this  district, 
the  land  is  mostly  either’  quite  fiat  and  wet,  or  dry, 
barren,  low  ridges.  But  the  greatest  proportion 
of  the  remainder  of  the  district  is  pretty  good, 
rich  level  land.  It  is  watered  by  Pine,  Belle,  Hu- 
ron (of  lake  St.  Clair)  Rouge,  Huron  (of  lake  Ene) 
and  Raisin  rivers,  and  numerous  other  streams. 
These  lands  will  be  offered  at  public  sale  at  De- 
troit, in  July,  September,  and  November  next.  The 
advantage  of  proximity  to  market,  which  the  greai 
New  York  canal  is  likely  to  give  to  the  country 
bordering  upon  the  lakes,  should  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  agriculturists  to  the  district  of  Detroit, 
tvhile  land  may  be  obtained  at  moderate  prices. 

S.  W. 

Chillicothe^  3une  V2thf  1818. 


worth  while  again  to  call  the  piibdic  attention, 
while  it  can  be  calmly  directed  towards  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  practice  on  the  part  ot  the  Americans 
of  under-rating  their  vessels;  all  of  which  are  in 
fact  of  much  greater  strength  than  the  class  to 
which  they  belong.  America  is  at  present  t]je  only 
power  that  makes  any  distinction  between  the  rate 
and  the  actual  strength  of  its  ships  of  war.  Neither 
France,  Spain,  nor  Russia  do  so,  nor,  we  believe, 
did  they  ever  do  so.  The  present  Arc.ericar,  seven- 
ty-fours can  throw  a broad;ide  within  50lbs  as 
heavy  as  that  of  the  Caledonia;  a British  .ship  rat- 
ing 120  guns  and  measuring  2,617  tons.  What  the 
difference  is  in  the  frigate  class  may  be  seen  in  the 
following  comparison,  from  James’s  “naval  occur- 
rences of  the  late  war,”  between  the  Endymion, 
the  largest  and  most  formidable  44  gun  frigate  be- 
longing to  our  navy,  and  her  late  adver.sary  the 
President,  an  American  frigate  of  the  same  rate:— 
Endymion  (44) 

Broadside  metal  in  ^ Long  guns  312 

3 Carronades  364 


American  and  British  Navies. 

FROM  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PRESS. 

The  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  in  a more  especial  manner  the  naval 
war,  has  so  wounded  the  feelings  and  mortified 
the  pride  of  the  enemy,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of 
much  and  gross  misrepresentation,  in  his  official, 
as  well  as  other,  publications.  The  object  of  these 
publications  is  too  ©bvious  to  require  a remark; 
but  however  little  disposed  v/e  may  be  to  poison 
‘'‘the  flattering  unction”  whicli  the  enemy  has  taken 
to  his  bosom,  we  surely  are  not  bound  nor  disposed 
to  permit  him  to  insult,  abuse  or  misrepresent  our 
naval  force.  The  article  which  we  this  day  publish 
from  the  London  Courier,  a paper  devoted  to  the 
administration  of  England,  attracted  our  attention 
sometime  since.  We  were  quite  satisfied  it  was 
full  of  mis-statements  as  it  respects  the  British  na 
vy,  and  full  of  misrepresentations  as  it  regards  the 
navy  of  this  country.  Not  being  in  possession  of 
that  precise  and  authentic  information,  which  v/ould 
enable  us  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  we  enclosed 
the  London  paper  to  a friend,  whose  talents  and 
opportunities  eminently  qualified  him,  and  whose 
zeal  for  the  service,  and  love  of  country,  we  trust- 
ed, would  induce  him  to  take  the  trouble,  and  do 
the  justice  we  requested.  We  were  not  mistaken, 
and  we  ask  the  undivided  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  “remarks”  on  the  “Courier”  article,  with 
which  we  have  been  obligingly  furnished.  They 
are  full  of  knowledge,  and  abound  with  matters  of 
fact,  which  every  American  should  treasure  in  his 
memory. 

AMERICAN  NAVY. 

From  the  London  Courier. 

The  American  papers  which  we  have  lately  re- 
ceived continue  to  speak  of  the  efforts  making  to 
increase  the  strength  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  a view,  no  doubt,  to  a more  desperate 
competition  with  Great  Britain,  should  any  unfore- 
seen circumstances  unhappily  occasion  another 
rupture  between  tlie  two  countries.  Such  an  event 
is  most  earnestly  to  be  deprecated;  but  as,  in  the 
various  and  fluctuating  relations  of  states,  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  how  soon  tranquility,  apparently 
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It  is  far  from  improbable,  however,  that  the 
American  government,  shamed  by  the  British  order 
in  council,  directing  tiiat  all  British  men  of  war 
shall  henceforward  be  rated  according  to  their  ac- 
tual force,  may  be  contemplating  the  means  of  re- 
ducing their  rating-system,  and  bringing  it  a lit- 
tle nearer  the  standard  of  truth.  The  variation 
between  the  rate  and  the  mounting  of  the  ships  of 
the  British  navy,  was  of  gradual  progress,  attribu- 
table to  accident  rather  than  to  design.  If  the 
Americans  should  pretend  that  the  wide  difference 
which  exists  between  the  rate  and  the  mounting  of 
their  ships,  arose  out  of  adventitious  circumstan- 
ces, in  no  wise  connected  with  any  intention  to 
deceive,  or  to  obtain  an  undeserved  advantage  or 
character,  the  report  of  their  own  secretary  at  tvar, 
made  so  far  back  as  in  the  year  1798,  will  shew 
the  fallacy  of  any  such  assertion^  and  as  this  sub- 
ject may,  at  some  time  or  other,  be  of  much 
national  importance,  we  subjoin,  from  the  able 
work  that  we  have  already  quoted,  a passage,  in 
which  that  report  is  comprehended; — 

“An  act  of  congress,  dated  the  27th  of  March, 
1794,  authorized  the  building  of  “four  ships  of  44 
guns,  and  two  of  36  guns;”  and  in  1813,  the  fol- 
lowing  appeared  in  a Philadelphia  newspaper: — 
^‘Extract  from  a report  of  the  secretary  at  xvur,  April 

1,1798.' 

“It  appears  that  the  first  estimate  rendered  to 
congress,  was  for  frigates  of  the  common  size  and 
dimensions,  rated  at  36  and  44  guns;  and  that  the 
first  appropriations  for  the  armament  were  founded 
upon  this  estimate.  It  also  appears  that,  when 
tlieir  size  and  dimensions,  came  to  be  more  matur:  - 
ly  deliberated,  due  reference  being  had  to  tiie  a', ins 
they  might  have  to  contend  with,  it  v.  as 
proper,  so  to  alter  their  dimensions,  rjithmU  cftrin^'iny 
their  rates,  as  to  extend  tlieir  sphere  of  uui  tv  a 
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“It  was  expected,  from  this  alteration,  that  they 
would  possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  advanta.^e  of 
sailing;  that  separately,  they  would  be  superior  to 
any  single  European  frigate  of  the  usual  dimensions^ 
that  if  assailed  b'v  numbers,  tliey  would  be  always 
able  to  lead  a-head;  that  they  could  never  be  oblig- 
ed to  go  into  action  but  on  their  ogon  terms,  except 
in  a calm;  and  that  in  heavy  weather,  they  would 
be  capable  of  engaging  double  deck  ships. 

“These  are  the  principle  advantages  contem- 
plate4  from  the  change  made  in  their  dimensions. 
Should  they  be  realized  they  will  more  than  com- 
pensate for  having  materially  swelled  the  body  of 
expenditures.” 

Here  is  an  official  document,  pointing  out  the 
•'advantages’  of  sending  forth  ships  of  greater  size 
and  force,  than  their  rate  implies;  evidently,  to 
operate  as  a cheat  or  delusion  upon  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

There  was  no ‘European  frigate  of  the  usual 
dimensions/  but  was  known^to  be  a third  smaller, 
and  a third  weaker,  than  an  American  frigate  ‘of 
^4  guns.!  But  why  to  rate  of  44  guns?  Because 
tlie  largest  ‘European  frigates*  then  mounted  that 
number;  consequently,  a ft-igate  ‘of  44  guns’  was 
apparently  equal  to  a frigate  ‘0/  44  guns.*  The 
difference  between  the  rate  and  mounting  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a secret;  the  above  ^report  of  the  secre- 
a ^ war?  not  being  suffered  to  seethe  light,  till 
of  late  years,  when  some  of  the ‘advantages?  of  the 
deception  had  become,  indeed,  ‘realized.’! 

Happily  it  was  reserved  for  Britain  to  pluck  the 
veil  of  deception  from  the  rating  system.  Her 
gallant  tars  require  not  the  aid  of  fiction,  to  give  a 
colour  to  their  claims.  The  order  pi  council  ex- 
jiresses  that  all  the  vessels  in  the  navy  shall  in  fu- 
iure  be  distinguished  by  tlie  number  of  guns  and 
carronades  they  actually  mount,  and  not  accord, 
trig  to  the  erroneous  denominations  which  had 
not  long  since  grown, into  use.  America,  surely,  will 
now  have  the  face  to  continue  her  rating  system, 
in  verification  of  the  old  proverb,  she  will  find  it 
her  interest  to  be  honest;  but  it  will  not  be  forgot- 
ten — who  Set  her  the  example.” 


BEMAIIKS  ON  THE  ABOVE. 

It  was  cot  until  after  the  war  with  Tripoli  that 
pur  ships  mounted  more  guns  than  they  rated,  and 
tlie  cause  of  their  mounting  move  then  was  the 
adopting  the  use  of  carronades  in  our  service.  The 
Constitution,  the  President  and  the  United  Stales 
were  built  for  44’s,  and  until  that  period  mounted 
only  the  number  at  which  they  were  rated.  The 
Chesapeake  was  also  intended  for  a 44,  but  finding 
she  would  only  bear  38  long  guns,  she  was  rated  a 
08.  The  Philadelphia  and  Constellation  were  built 
to  carry  36  guns,  and  carried  no  more — They  are 
rated  36’.s,  and  have  always  been  so  rated.  It  is 
well  known  that  in  the  action  with  the  Insurgent, 
mounting  44,  and  with  the  Vengeance,  mounting  50 
guns,  the  Constellation  mounted  only  36.  The 
first  ship  armed  on  the  upper  deck  with  carronades, 
in  our  service,  was  the  Chesapeake,  When  com- 
modore Decatur  took  command  of  her,  after  the 
attack  of  the  Leopard,  he  adopted  the  British 
plan  of  carronades,  on  tlie  forecastle  and  quarter 
deck,  and  they  being  lighter  than  long  guns  and  of 
greater  calibre,  it  tyas  found  that  their  number, 
and  consequently  the  force  of  the  ship,  might  be 
considerably  increased,  without  increasing  the 
weight  of  metal.  The  practice  was  believed  to 
be  a good  one,  and  was  adopted  in  our  service 
generally,  whence  arose  tiie  circumstance  of  their 
mounting  more  guns  than  they  rated.  It  was  not ! 


done,  in  our  service,  with  a view  to  deceive,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  object  in  the  British. 
The  laws  authorised  the  building  of  ships  to  car- 
ry a certain  number  of  guns  and  they  were  built 
and  mounted,  with  one  exception  (the  Chesapeake) 
the  number  specified,  The  laws  were  made  pub- 
lic, and  there  could  have  been  no  ^disposition 
whatever,  at  the  time  they  were  built,  of  practising 
deception  on  the  world  in  expectation  of  a naval 
contest  with  Great  Britain.  The  three  ships  spo- 
ken of  in  the  secretary’s  report  (admitting  the  re- 
port to  be  genuine)  were  built  under  a federal  ad- 
mini.stration  with  views  to  a co-operdtion  Eng- 
land against  France,  and  luere  so  employed.  The 
navy  was  strenuously  opposed  by  those  of  different 
politics,  not  from  feelings  of  liostility  to  the  navy 
itself,  but  from  apprehensions  as  to  the  motives  of 
those  then  in  power.  The  force  authorised  was  a 
very  limited  one,  and  the  administration  was  no 
doubt  desirous  of  making  the  most  of  it;  but  take 
the  report  in  its  utmost  latitude,  it  can  only  prove 
.that  the  ships  were  built  larger  than  the  first  draft, 
on  the  most  approved  construction,  possessing  the 
advantages  of  great  fleetness  and  buoyancy,  not 
that  they  carried  more  guns  than  they  rated — and 
it  is  not  the  dimensions  of  a ship,  but  the  number 
of  guns  she  mounts  and  her  metal,  that  renders 
her  formidable  in  war.  These  advantages  we  have 
never  denied,  and  never  shall  deny.  We  believe 
our  ships  to  be  better  than  those  of  the  same  class, 
in  the  British  navy — nay,  \ye  believe  our  officer.s 
better,  and  we  believe  our  seamen  and  our  discip- 
line better,  but  we  do  deny  that  we  have  practised, 
any  deception,  the  secretary  of  war’s  report  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Of  this  report  I have 
only  to  say  that  I have  searched  the  records  of  the 
luar  and  the  navy  office  and  can  find  none  such  in 
either,  nor  do  I believe  it  ever  existed  but  in 
“Jjunes’  naval  occurrences  of  the  late  war.” 

I shall  not  enquire  into  the  comparative  force  of 
theEndymion  and  the  3,President.  H id  the  Presi- 
dent been  taken  by  the  Endymion  alone,  it  might 
then  have  been  worth  while:  but  if  the  Endymion 
44  is  not  so  large  as  the  President  44  by  upwards 
of  200  tons,  I do  assert,  that  the  President  is  ex- 
ceeded as  much  by  other  44’s  in  the  British  service, 
as  site  exceeds  the  Endymion.  'fhe  Java,  the  Lean- 
der,  the  Liverpool,  the  New  Castle,  and  several 
other  44’s  are  at  least  200  tons  larger,  than  the 
largest  American  frigate — and  the  Egyptian,  rated, 
only  40  guns,  equally  exceeds  them  in  size.  In  the 
fall  of  1805,  she  lay  at  Lisbon  near  the  Constitution, 
then  commanded  by  com  Rodgers— both  ships  were 
measured  by  their  officer.s,  and  on  a comparison 
it  was  found,  she  exceeded  the  Constitution  in 
tonnage  200  tons.  The  Constitution  at  that  time 
mounted  only  44  guns.  The  Egyptian,  altho’  rating 
only  40,  mounted  51.  The  Constitution,  the  Unir 
ted  States,  and  the  President  are  of  the  same  size, 
and  by  a comparison  of  the  latter  ship  with  the 
Egyptian  40,  every  one  may  judge,  how  correct  is 
the  assertion  that  ‘Hhe  Endymion  is  the  largest  and 
“most  formidable  44  gun  frigate,  belonging  to  the 
“British  navy,”  and  that  there  was  “no  European 
“frigate  of  the  usual  dimensions  but  what  was 
“known  to  be  a Ihird  smaller,  and  a third  weak- 
“er,  than  an  American  frigate  of  44  guns.” 

The  practice  in  the  British  navy,  has  been  to 
rate  their  frigates  by  the  number  of  guns  mounted 
on  their  gun  deck,  without  reference  to  the  whole 
number  mounted.  A frigate  mounting  26  guns  on 
the  gun  deck  w*s  called  a 32,  28  a 36,  and  if  30  a 
44.  'Die  same  rule  answered  eaqually  well  to  our 
rates.  The  Essex  32,  mounted  36  guns  on  her 
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main  deck.  The  Constellation  36  mounts  28,  and 
the  Constitution,  United  States  and  President,  44’^ 
mounted  each  30  guns.  The  rule,  whether  good 
or  bad,  is  a British  rule,  and  whether  the  intro- 
duction of  it  into  our  service  arose  “from  design 
or  accident,”  it  is  presumed  that  if  we  approve  of 
it,  we  shall  not  discontinue  it,  because  England  by 
Sin  order  in  council,  has  made  to  the  world  the  de- 
grading confession  of  the  deception  she  has  been 
so  long  practising!  nor  do  I deem  it  necessary  to 
enquire  what  is  the  practice  of  Qther  nations. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  such  is  mrs  now.  We  con- 
struct,  we  arm  and  man  our  ships,  to  please  our. 
selves,  not  to  gratify  others,  and  we  shall  in  this  in- 
stance feel  ourselves  no  more  “shamed”  by  the  “ex- 
ample” of  England,  than  we  were  by  the  “order 
in  council,”  forbidding  their  frigates  to  engage 
ours  singly!  We  did  not  follow  the  one,  nor  can  I 
perceive  the  moral  obligation  for  following  the 
other,  but  if  England  has  really  learnt  the  value  of 
honesty,  and  intends  practising  it,  we  do,  in  such 
case,  injustice  to  ourselves,  claim  the  merit  of 
having  taught  her  by  our  p7'ecept,  whatever  credit 
she  aiay  be  entitled  to  by  her  example,  and  one  we 
think  will  not  be  “forgotten”  sooner  than  the  other 
As  regards  our  74’s,  I shall  merely  remark,  that, 
the  Washington,  the  Independence  and  the  Frank- 
lin are  much  smaller  than  many  74’s  in  the  British 
service.  The  latter  ship  has  visited  England — the 
others  have  been  visited  frequently  by  British  offi- 
cers in  the  Mediterranean  and  although  all  have 
been  loud  in  praise  of  their  equipment,  discipline 
&c.  8cc.  there  has  been  the  most  perfect  silence  in 
regard  to  their  size.  Would  this  have  been  the 
case,  let  me  ask,  had  their  dimensions  exceeded 
the  ordinary  size  of  British  74*3. 


Emancipation  of  the  Blacks* 

[published  by  BEaUEST.Q 

At  a meeting  of  delegates  from  the  mahdmitiox  socie- 
ty Tennessee^  held  in  Greene  county^  the  \9th 
and  20th  of  the  11th  month,  1816. 

WE,  the  undersigned,  being  appointed  a com- 
mittee, to  address  the  religious  denominations  of 
Christians,  throughout  the  union,  in  regard  to  the 
object  of  the  society:  Namely,  the  gradual  abo- 

lition of  the  slavery  of  the  people  of  color  in  our 
nation:  With  due  deference  we  beg  leave  to  call 
your  serious  consideration  to  the  situation  of  this 
unhappy  race  of  beings,  which  are  held  in  the  most 
degraded  state  of  servitude.  When  we  consider 
the  vast  numbers  who  are  the  subjects  of  it;  the 
complicated  miseries  many  of  them  undergo;  the 
privations  they  suffer,  and  to  crown  the  climax, 
their  offspring  doomed  to  drink  the  same  cup,  un- 
less the  frieiuls  of  philanthropy  (with  whom  we 
hope  our  country  abounds)  should  step  forward  and 
plead  their  cause  and  lend  them  constitutional  aid. 
We  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  serious  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  general  government  and  state  legislatures  to  this 
subject;  which  we  trust  will  not  in  this  day  of  ge- 
neral light,  be  considered  of  too  trivial  a nature 
for  legislative  deliberation;  and  by  your  embracing 
the  object  of  this  society  in  such  memorials,  you 
would  unite  your  influence  with  the  benevolent 
endeavors  thereof,  which  is  to  abolish  slavery  gra- 
dually by  having  laws  passed  declaring  all  those 
born  after  some  fixed  period,  to  be  free  at  some 
reasonable  age,  and  as  a qualification  for  freedom, 
that  they  be  taught  to  read  the  holy  scriptures, 
and  taught  some  occupation  by  which  they  might 
get  an  honest  living;  and  if  thought  best,  that  a 


colony  be  laid  off*  for  their  reception  as  they  be- 
come free;  and  that  owners  of  slaves  be  allowed  the 
liberty  of  emancipating  them  without  being  in  any 
way  liable,  provided  they  be  young  and  able  to  get 
their  living;  and  that  laws  be  made,  that  the  ties  of 
nature  be  so  far  respected  as  to  prevent  that  griev- 
ous separation  of  the  most  endeared  connections,  to 
wliich  this  people  are  daily  exposed;  and  by  call- 
ing for  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  legisla- 
tive authorities  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
do  away  the  whole  train  of  enumerable  evils  inter- 
woven with  slavery;  shpwing  its  glaring  inconsis- 
tency with  the  Christian  religion  and  the  rights  of 
man. 

We  believe  that  the  time  is  at  band  that  if  all 
those  who  profess  the  benign  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ,  would,  individually  and  collectively,  use 
the  best  endeavors  with  government  to  do  away 
this  evil,  that  it  is  completely  within  their  power, 
in  corroboration  with  the  well  meaning,  of  such  as 
are  of  no  particular  religious  denomination,  to  have 
laws  passed  which  would  gradually  abolish  it, 
which  appears,  from  the  late^treaty  between  this 
nation  and  Great  Britain,  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
person  within  the  United  States  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  effect.  Therefore  we  feel  a necessity 
to  impress  it,  in  a particular  manner,  upon  pro- 
fessors of  every  religious  denomination  to  throw 
their  mite  and  influence  into  the  scale  at  this  time, 
by  each  society  forwarding  their  petitions  as  a body 
concerned  of  Christians,  from  their  respective  asso- 
ciations, conferences,  presbyteries,  synods,  and  year- 
ly meetings,  and  other  large  collections  of  your  so- 
cieties, particularly  naming  from  what,  society,  and 
what  branch  of  such  society  they  are.  And  we 
hope  that  as  this  benevolent  society  is  made  up  of 
all  the  religious  societies  in  our  country;  and  that 
the  object  of  every  religious  society,  amongst 
other  things,  is  the  good  of  |civil  society,  tha-  all 
pf  every  denomination  may  cordially  unite  their 
efforts  in  that  of  abolishing  slavery;  seeing  it  is  in 
this  day  almost  unanimously  acknowledged  to  be 
a great  national  evil,  and  repugnant  and  incon- 
sistent with  our  national  and  religious  professions; 
and  if  continued  will  call  down  national  judgments, 
THOMAS  DOAN, 
AARON  COPPOCK, 
JAMES  BOYD, 
JOSEPH  COIN, 

ELIHU  EMBREE. 


Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

EROMTHE  BOSTON  PATHIOT,  JUNE  17,  18l8. 

This  day  completes  the  43d  year  since  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill;  a celebrated  epoch  in  the  annals  of 
our  glorious  revolution,  when  the  sons  of  America 
determined  to  be  free  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 
The  vassal  troops  of  George  III,  with  Gage  at  their 
head,  were  sent  to  enslave  us,  it  being  what  George 
had  planned,  and  what  his  corrupt  ministry  had 
been  for  years  endeavoring  to  accomplish:  In  vain 
their  efforts;  although  a young  people,  “just  in  the 
gristle,”  our  cause  was  the  cause  of  freemen.  The 
God  of  armies  was  with  us,  the  result  was  most 
auspicious.  By  reference  to  the  accounts  publish- 
ed in  the  Cambridge,  (Mass.)  paper,  of  the  battle, 
it  states,  “That  from  sun-set  on  the  day  of  battle, 
until  next  morning,  wounded  regulars  were  brought 
over  in  boats  to  Boston,  (then  held  by  the  British) 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  500;  that  thirty  died  be- 
fore they  arrived  at  the  hospital:  that  eighty-four 
officers  were  killed  and  wounded,  three  of  which 
were  field  officers,  and  that  the  whole  killed  and 
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wounded  amounted  to  13  or  1400.  The  loss  on 
oup  side  from  150  to  200  killed  and  wounded.” — 
Gage,  in  his  official  letter  to  the  British  minis- 
try, observes,  “The  appearance  of  the  American 
strength,  and  the  large  columns  seen  pouring  in  to 
their  assistance,  occasioned  an  application  for  the 
the  troops  to  be  reinforced  with  some  companies 
of  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  the  whole  when  in 
conjunction  making  a body  of  something  over  2000 
men,  vdiich  were  landed  on  the  peninsula  (of 
Charlestown)  without  opposition,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  some  ships  of  war,  armed  vessels  and 
boats  by  whose  fire  the  Americans  were  kept  with- 
in their  works.  The  loss  the  Americans  sustained, 
must  have  been  considerable  from  the  great  num- 
bers they  carried  off  dtiring  the  action.  Near  100 
were  buried  the  day  after,  and  30  found  wounded 
in  the  field,  I enclose  a return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  (here  follows  particulars)  making  a to- 
tal of  1 lieutenant  colonel,  2 majors,  7 captains,  9 
lieutenants,  15  sergeants,  1 drummer,  191  rank  and 
file  killed— 3 majors,  27  captains,  32  lieutenants, 
8 ensigns,  40  sergeants,  12  drummers,  706  rank  and 
file  wounded.” 


A E/evolutionary  Patriot. 

Declaration  of  a revolutionary  offieeVy  of  a town  in 
Yermonty  who  applied  for  a pension. 

I,  William  Watsost,  ofPoultney,  in  the  county 
of  Rutland,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  in  the  70th 
year  of  my  age,  depose,  testify,  and  declare; 

That  in  the  month  of  April,  A,  D.  1775,  I was 
one  of  those  called  minute  men,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  then  a province  of  Massachusetts;  that 
a regiment  of  such  minute  men  was  regularly 
formed  in  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Hatfield  and 
the  adjacent  plantations,  near  the  borders  of  Con- 
necticut rivex’,  and  commanded  by  gen.  Seth  Pum- 
roy;  that  I was  eldest  sergeant  under  capt.  Israel 
Chapin,  of  Hatfield,  belonging  to  the  said  regiment; 
and  that  on  the  morning  of  the  said  20th  of  April, 
1775,  about  2 o’clock,  three  alarm  signals  were 
given;  that  the  said  minute  company  were  formed, 
equipped  and  on  their  march  before  the  sun  rose, 
and  arrived  opposite  Boston,  a distance  of  102  miles, 
on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after. 

I further  state,  that  I acted  and  did  the  duty  of 
quarter  master  of  said  regiment  until  some  time  in 
May  following,  when  my  I’egiment  with  another 
were  incorporated  under  the  command  of  col.  John 
Fellows,  in  which  I was  commissioned  a second 
lieut.  by  the  continental  congress.  . Having  served 
during  the  campaign,  I was  commissioned  lieut.  in 
the  year’s  service  of  1776,  with  William  King,  in  a 
IMassachusetts  regiment  commanded  by  col.  Jona- 
than Ward,  and  had  charge  of  said  company,  (the 
capt.  being  chiefly  absent,  at  Boston,  New  York, 
Long  Island,  New  Jersey,  &c.)  On  the  establish- 
ment of  the  army  in  1777,  for  the  duration  of  the 
war,  I was  appointed  a lieut.  in  the  9th  Mass.  reg. 
Nahub  Ward  captain,  James  Wesson,  col.  and  after 
the  reform  of  the  line,  commanded  by  col.  Henry 
Jackson.  In  the  year  1778,  I received  a warrant  as 
capt.  from  the  state  of  IMassachusetts,  but  was  not 
commissioned  as  such  by  congress,  until  the  year 
1780;  allhougli  all  the  care,  expense  and  responsi- 
bility of  a capt.  had  devolved  on  me  for  four  years 
previous.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1782,  another 
reform  taking  place,  I was  transfei*red  to  the  third 
Massachusetts  reg.  col.  Greaton;  from  which  I was 
honorably  dismissed,  at  the  happy  return  of  peace, 
on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1783,  having  constantly 


served  (excepti»g  two  short  fuidoughs)  eight  years 
two  months  and  four  days. 

I further  state,  ihat  I led  the  company  with  good 
report,  through  the  sieges,  seven  pitched  battles, 
and  (being  light  infantry)  above  fifty  skirmishes, 
that  I was  five  times  wounded,  was  struck  down  by 
the  explosion  of  a piece  of  artillery,  at  the  battle  of 
Long-Island,  and  had  a number  of  bones  crushed 
by  a desperate  fall  when  on  duty;  that  maj.  Pettin- 
gil  (the  brave)  being  wounded,  I led  on  the  troops 
which  stormed  the  German  lines  at  Beamis’  heights, 
near  Saratoga  N.  Y.  and  seized  col.  Braliman,  the 
commanding  officer,  which  determined  the  fate  of 
Burgoyne. 

I further  state  that  my  constitution  is  so  far  de- 
bilitated, that  nothing  but  the  most  powerful  as- 
tringments  have  enabled  me  to  be  comfortable  or 
to  do  any  labor  for  several  years,  and  that  unavoid- 
able misfortunes  have  reduced  me  to  a state  of  indi- 
gence. Also,  that  I might  have  been  enrolled  with 
invalids  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
continued  under  pay  till  this  time,  had  I chosen  it; 
that  my  name  is  to  be  found  on  every  roll  and  re- 
turn of  the  above  specified  companies,  regiments, 
&c.  almost  all  of  which  are  written,  certified  and 
signed  in  my  hand  writing. 

And  I further  declare  that  I am  in  such  reduced 
circumstances,  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  my 
country,  See.  WILLIAM  WATSON- 

Poultneyy  Vt.  April  6,  1818. 


Tribute  to  the  Brave. 

Sachets  Harbor y June  2-  On  Thursday,  the  28th 
of  May,  the  remains  of  brigadier  gen.  Zehulon  M, 
Pikcy  and  his  aid-de-camp,  capt.  JS/icholsony  who 
were,  (after  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,)  killed  by 
the  explosion  of  one  of  their  magazines,  at  York, 
in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  27th  April,  1813— and 
also,  those  of  capt.  Ambrose  Spencery  jun.  (former- 
ly aid-de-camp  to  maj.  gen.  Brown)  who  died  with 
a Wound  received  in  the  battle  at  the  Niagara  Falls 
on  the  25th  of  July,  1814 — were  removed  from 
fort  Tompkins,  and  buried  with  military  honors,  on 
the  United  States’  ground  near  the  Madison  bar- 
racks. 

A large  number  of  citizens  attended  the  proces- 
sion who  manifested  a great  regard  for  the  memO'- 
ry  of  those  departed  heroes. 

The  order  of  the  procession  was  as  follows: — 
The  military  escort,  consisting  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  U.  S.  infantry,  and  capt.  Julius  F.  Heileman’s 
company  of  U.  S.  artillery,  formed  as  a single  bat- 
talion, and  commanded  by  col.  Leavenworth,  of  the 
U.  S.  army. 

1.  The  military  escort. 

2.  The  clergy. 

3.  The  body  of  capt.  Spencer,— Lieuts.  Ransom 
and  Ashton,  pall  bearers. 

4.  The  body  of  capt.  Jj'icholson. — Capt.  Heileman 
and  maj.  Smith,  pall  bearers. 

5.  The  body  of  brig.  gen.  Pi/ce.— Col.  Brady  and 
capt.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  N.  pall  bearers. 

6.  Gen.  Brown,  gen.  Peter  B.  Porter,  and  aids- 
de-camp  of  the  former,  as  chief  mourners. 

7.  The  sailors  of  the  navy. 

8.  I’he  marines  off  duty. 

9.  The  warrant  officers  of  the  navy. 

10.  The  commissary  and  quartermaster,  (not of 
the  line  of  the  army.) 

11.  Surgeons’  mates  of  the  army  and  navy. 

12.  Surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy. 

13.  Officers  of  the  army,  navy  and  marine  corps, 
ill  order  of  rank. 
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14.  Citizens  late  of  the  army  and  navy. 

15.  Citizens.  „ , , 

16.  Captain  Briley,  marshal  of  the  day,  on  horse 

^^The  whole  ceremony  was  appropriate  and  well 
conducted. 

Major  Samuel  Brawn,  late  ofthe  quarter  master 
general’s  department,  arrived  in  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake,  on  the 'evening  of  the  27th,  and  brought  with 
him  the  reiiiainsof  capt.  Spencer,  from  Niagara 

The  coffinsjn  which  gen.  Pike  a«d  capt,  Nichol- 
son were  buried,  in  1812,  were  both  perfectly 
sound.  Neither  of  them  were  opened,  but  it  is 
thought,  from  the  weight  of  gen.  Pike’s  coffin, 
that  his  body  remained  in  the  same  state  as  when 
first  buried.  He  was  kept  for  several  days,  and 
brought  from  York  to  this  place,  in  spirits,  and 
buried  in  a dry  subterranean  vault,  originally  form- 
ed for  a magazine. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  that  the  United  States  are 
precluded,  by  their  own  negligence,  from  the  pow 
er  (without  inconsistency)  of  erecting  any  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  this  trio  of  valorous  sol- 
diers, who  so  nobly  fell  in  the  cause  of  our  com- 
mon country.  While  the  iomb  of  our  Washiicgton 
is  without  a monument,  who  would  not  blush  to 
see  our  country  erect  one  to  the  memory  of  any 
other  man.?  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  individual 
exertion  will  effect  on  this  subject,  that  which  pro- 
bably in  many  other  countries,  less  able  than  the 
United  States,  would  be  done  by  the  public. 

^JSJiagara  Patriot. 


Interesimg  Law  Case* 

From  the  jVew  York  Evening  Post. 

case.— On  Wednesday  came  on  for  trial, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer,  the  cause  of  Trumbull 
¥s.  Gibbon,  fora  libel;  damages  laid  at  ^100,000. 
This  cause  has  long  excited  an  uncommon  share  of 
public  interest,  and  the  trial  was  numerously  atr 
tended.  The  plantiff  was  the  son  in-law  ofthe 
defendant,  having,  a few  years  since,  married  his 
only  daughter,  who  is  now  dead;  having  brought 
him  two  children. — As  the  cause  is  to  be  formally 
reported,  we  .shall  not  attempt  to  give  a detail 
that  may  anticipate  the  labors  of  the  reporter. 

The  libel  was  contained  in  a printed  pamphlet, 
and  consisted  of  several  calumnies,  as  we  are  told, 
for  we  have  not  read  it,  nor  heard  it  read  on  the 
trial,  against  the  plaintiff  and  against  his  wife,  the 
defendant’s  only  daughter,  charging  her  with  cri- 
minal intercourse,  both  before  and  after  marriage, 
which  he  neither  attempted  to  prove  on  the  trial, 
to  palliate  nor  deny,  but  rested  the  defence  on  the 
mere  fact  of  the  non  publication  of  the  pamphlet. 
It  was  proved  that  50  copies  were  printed,  and  5, 
atleast,  put  into  the  hands  of  different  persons. 
The  case,  then  presented,  in  tfie  language  of  the 
judge,  an  instance  of  the  nriost  atrocious  libel  ever 
heard  of  in  our  courts,  accompanied  with  gross- 
iiess  and  impiety.  The  defendant’s  circumstances 
were  shown  to  be  those  of  over-grown  wealth,  and 
his  yearly  income  probably  70,000  dollars. — Many 
expected  that  the  damages  would  be  nearly  this 
sum;  but,  although  there  were  some  very  respecta- 
ble and  high-minded  men  on  the  jury,  who  would 
have  given  a verdict  that  strongly  marked  their 
detestation  of  the  libeller,  it  seems,  there  were 
some  of  a very  different  complexion. 

There  was,  it  is  said,  a compromise  between  the 
highest  sum  mentioned,  ^60,000,  and  the  lowest 
proposed,  ^50,  and  eventually  the  verdict  was  ren- 
dered for  ^15,000;  which,  although  the  largest  in 


this  country,  is  far  beneath  public  expectation,  and 
one  that  will  not  sensibly  be  felt  by  the  defendant. 
Much  talent  was  shown  on  both  sides. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff,  Ogden  and  Hoffman;  foi' 
defendant.  Emmet  and  Griffin, 

American  Copper. 

Experiments  made  by  the  assay  master  of  the  king 
ofthe  Netherlands,  at  the  mint  of  Utrecht,  on 
the  native  copper  existing  in  blocks  on  the  south 
side  of  lake  Superior,  in  a letter  from  Mr.  Eustis, 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordina- 
ry from  the  United  States,  5cc,  to  Dr.  Samuel  L 
Mitchell,  dated  Hague,  Oct.  12,  1817. 

Dear  sir — Perceiving  by  the  public  newspapers 
that  my  friend  Dr.  Le  Baron  had  presented  to  you 
a piece  of  copper,  I inclose  you  the  analysis  of  a 
piece  which  be  gave  me,  at  the  mint  of  Utrecht,  a 
portion  of  which  in  its  crude  state.  I presented  it  to 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  university  of  Leyden.  My  object  in  procuring 
an  assay  in  a foreign  country  was,  first,  to  add  to 
the  diffusion  of  information  respecting  our  country, 
and  secondly,  that  it  might  be  compared  with  ex- 
periments made  in  the  United  States.  I had  hoped 
to  return  this  autumn,  and  to  have  taken  it  with 
me,  but  the  state  of  our  comraercbl  relations  with 
this  counlxy  has  necessarily  deferred  that  hope  un- 
til the  spring.  If  Dr.  Le  Barron  is  near  you,  I will 
thank  you  to  present  me  to  him. 

With  great  respect,  &c.  W.  EUSTIS. 

The  hon.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell. 

The  report  from  the  mint  is  in  these  words — 
From  every  appearance,  the  piece  of  copper 
seems  to  have  been  taken  from  a mass  that  h.as  un- 
dergone fusion.  The  melting  was,  however,  not' 
an  operation  of  art,  but  a natural  effect,  caused  by 
a volcanic  eruption 

The  stream  of  lava  probably  carried  along,  in  its 
course,  the  aforesaid  body  of  copper,  that  had  form- 
ed into  one  collection,  as  fast  as  it  was  heated 
enough  to  run,  from  all  parts  of  the  mine,  'fhe 
united  mass  was  probably  borne,  in  this  manner,  to 
the  place  where  it  now  rests  in  the  soil. 

The  crystalized  form,  observable  every  where 
on  the  original  surface  of  the  metal  that  has  been 
left  untouched  or  undisturbed,  leaves  me  to  pre- 
sume that  the  fusion  it  has  sustained  was  by  pro- 
cess of  nature;  since  this  crystalized  surface  can 
only  be  supposed  to  have  been  produced  by  a slow 
and  gradual  cooling,  whereby  the  copper  assumed 
regular  figures  as  its  heat  passed  into  other  sub- 
stances, and  the  metal  itself  lay  exposed  to  the  air. 

As  to  the  properties  of  the  copper  itself,  it  may 
be  observed,  that  its  color  is  a clear  red — that  it 
is  peculiarly  qualified  for  rolling  and  forging;  and 
that  its  excellence  is  indicated  by  its  resemblance 
to  the  copper  usually  employed  by  the  English  for 
plating. 

The  dealers  in  copper  call  this  sort  Peruvian 
copper^  to  distinguish  it  from  that  of  Siveden,  wiiicli 
is  much  less  malleable.  The  specimen,  under 
consideration,  is  incomparably  better  than  Swedislf 
copper,  as  well  as  on  account  of  its  brilliant  color, 
as  for  the  fineness  of  its  pores,  and  its  ductility.. 
Notwithstanding,  before  it  is  used  in  manufac- 
tures,  or  for  the  coining  of  money,  it  ought  to  be 
melted  anew,  for  the  purpose  ofpurifyiiig  it  from 
such  earthly  particles  as  it  may  contain. 

The  examination  of  the  North  American  copper,, 
in  the  same  sample  received  from  his  excellency  the 
minister  by  the  operations  ofthe  cupeland,  t!ie  test 
by  the  fire,  has  proved,  that  it  does  not  contain  the 
smallest  particle  of  silver,  gold  or  any  other  metak 
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Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND. 

It  is  said,  five  regiments  of  the  line  have  been 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  foreign 
service.  It  is  reported  they  are  to  go  to  the  Mau- 
ritius and  India. 

The  annual  income  of  Miss  Tempest,  the  intend- 
ed wife  of  lord  Stewart,  [brother  of  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  see  last  Register]  will  be,  it  is  said,  more 
than  300,000  dollars. 

A Sussex  baronet  lately  lost  160,000  dollars  at  a 
gaming  table. 

Lieut.  Davis,  who  fired  a pistol  at  lord  Palmer- 
ston, has  been  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity 
. — as  has  also  a young  Frenchman  who  attacked, 
with  a sword,  a Roman  Catholic  priest. 

At  Dairy,  in  Galloway,  on  the  2d  May,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Robert  Ferguson  was  delivered  of  four  chil- 
dren, one  boy  and  three  girls,  but  they  did  not  live 
more  than  an  hour  or  two. 

Eleven  thousand  francs  rent  have  been  recovered 
of  the  heirs  of  marshal  Berthier,  in  France.  He  had 
hired  a house,  and  forgetting  to  discharge  it  when 
ordered  on  a campaign,  it  was  kept  vacant  thirty- 
three  months. 

A hackney  coachman  in  England  orice  recovered 
six  months  fare  of  a nobleman,  who,  stepping  out 
of  his  coach,  told  him  to  tuait  his  return;  and  Jehu 
chose  to  lay  idle  till  the  next  interview,  which  did 
not  happen  till  half  a year. 

In  Ireland  a publican,  in  a suit,  swore  that  the 
defendant  drank  forty-four  quarts  of  porter  in  six 
hours^  except  two  drinks  to  the  landlady;  and  that 
another  defendant  drank  t-wenty-one  tumblers  of 
punch  in  three  hours. 

A whale  has  been  caught  near  Cardill,  which  was 
94  feet  long  and  56  round. 

The  duke  of  Richmond’s  salary  and  allowances 
as  governor  general  of  Canada,  will  amount  to  up- 
wards of  40,000  dollars  a year;  besides  his  income 
from  his  private  fortune. 

Sir  AVatkins  Lewes,  after  forty  years*  litigation, 
and  a confinement  for  debt  for  most  of  the  time, 
has  been  put  into  possession  of  very  valuable  es- 
tates in  South  Wales,  He  is  now  between  80  and 
90  years  of  age. 

The  duke  of  Athol  is  now  enjoying  the  benefit 
which  provident  ancestors  sometimes  confer  upon 
their  heirs.  His  grace’s  estates  have  been  hitherto 
considered  as  rather  extensive  than  productive; 
but  his  forests  have  now  attained  to  such  a growth, 
that,  we  understand,  he  will  be  able  to  cut  timber 
to  the  amount  of  20,000^.  a year,  we  say  almost  in 
perpetuity,  as  he  has  continued  the  practice  of  his 
noble  father,  and  planted  millions  of  trees  annually. 

About  three  weeks  ago  some  men  in  the  employ 
«f  sir  W.  Hicks,  Bart,  while  digging  up  the  roots 
of  an  old  ash  tree,  which  they  were  employed  to 
fell,  at  Cooper’s  Hill,  about  four  miles  from  Glou- 
cester, came  to  a stone,  that  excited  their  curiosity. 
On  removing  it  they  discovered  a flight  of  steps 
leading  to  an  apartment,  in  the  centre  of  which 
was  a cistern  about  a yard  square;  in  clearing  the 
room,  the  sculls  of  a buffalo  and  a bullock,  with 
horns  complete,  and  the  remains  of  a fire  place, 
with  a quantity  of  wood  ashes,  were  likewise  found. 
— Last  week  four  more  apartments  were  discover- 
ed, in  one  of  which  is  a very  curious  tesselated 
pavement  (the  tesseraj  are  tubes  of  about  half  inch;) 
also  the  remains  of  s-everal  urns  and  figured  tiles 
of  Roman  pottery.  The  walls  of  one  of  the  apart- 
ments, ami  also  tlie  passages  are  painted  in  fresco, 
with  alternate  stripes  of  purple,  yellow  and  sciu’let, 


all  of  which  are  beautifully  shaded,  and  curiomsly 
ornamented  with  scrofis  and  a border.  These  in- 
teresting remains  of  antiquity  have  probably  exist- 
ed for  upwards  of  17  centuries.  The  men  are  still 
at  work,  and  new^discoveries  are  making  daily. 

Rug,  paper. 

Iron  is  very  extensively  used  in  England— for 
water  and  gas  pipes,  in  lieu  of  kerb  and  paving 
stones,  for  fences,  joists,  rafters  and  floors  of 
houses,  in  one  case,  for  the  inside  work  of  a church, 
for  bridges,  knees  and  beams  of  ships,  for  tanks,  in 
lieu  of  water  casks,  for  cables.  Sec.  &c.  The  ma- 
nufacture of  this  most  valuable  metal  seems  to 
have  arrived  at  a degree  of  perfection  never  anti- 
cipated. AVill  not  its  use,  however,  have  a power- 
ful effect  on  the  employment  of  the  people  (so  ne- 
cessary in  England,)  and  have  a tendency  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  paupers,  very  rapidly,  in  a 
few  years?  , 

Ireland. — Provisions  exported  from  Waterford^  ^ 
for  the  year  ending  April  30— 5,070  tierces  beef, 
2.768  bbls.  do.  1776  tierces  pork,  11,492  bbls.  do; 
95,074  cwt.  butter;  11,037  do.  lard;  249,739  flitclies 
bacon;  besides  large  quantities  of  wheat,  oats,  bar- 
ley, oatmeal,  &c.  Total  value,  1,564, 29H.  Is. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  export,  worth  nearly 
seven  millions  of  dollars  for  a single  port,  the  mass 
of  the  population  suffered  excessively  during  the 
year  for  the  want  of  provisions. 

We  have  dreadful  accounts  of  the  fever  that  late- 
ly prevailed  in  the  southern  parts  of  Ireland — it  ap^ 
pears  to  have  swept  off  the  people  by  thousands— 
it  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  want  of 
provisions  among  the  lower  classes. 

A letter  dated  Cork,  April  20,  says— “The  assi-  | 
zes  [court  of  quarter  sessions]  is  just  concluded 
here,  and  it  exhibited  a dreadful  calendar  of  crimi- 
nals, as  you  may  conclude,  when  I inform  you  that  , 
twenty-one  of  them  in  this  county  received  sen- 
tence of  death.  Of  these,  three  were  for  the  crime 
of  murder  ! ! ! An  old  man,  his  wife,  ^nd  their  son 
for  killing  a pedlar  sereii  years  ago.  I heard  the 
trial,  it  was  curious  in  many  pariiculars: — it  ap- 
peared that  two  nephews  who  had  been  accomplices 
in  the  crime,  were  the  prosecutors.  I'heir  evi- 
dence was  corroborated  by  that  of  lord  Carberry 
and  the  Rev.  Horatio  Townsend.  The  son  not  yet 
of  age,  was  only  about  twelve  years  old  at  the  time 
of  the  perpetration  of  the  murder,  yet  he  was  exe- 
cuted with  his  father  and  mother  ! ! ! There  were 
in  the  city  two  convictions  for  murder — one  was  a 
young  woman  Mary  Connel,  for  murdering  another 
woman  her  co-partner  in  an  iniquitous  course  of 
life.  I saw  her  executed-  The  second  capital 
conviction  in  the  city  was  that  of  a fellow’,  who  is  , 
generally  supposed  to  be  an  Orangeman,  as  he,  and,  j 
he  only,  was  reprieved  ! ! !”  [ 

Licensed  spies.— 'The  following  curious  copy  of  a i 
license  to  a spy  is  copied  from  a book  published  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  entitled, 
“memoirs  of  John  Ker  of  Kersland.”  We  wish 
to  know’  if  similar  licences  are  now  issued?-^ 

ANNE  R. 

Whereas  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the  fidelity  and 
loyalty  of  John  Ker,  of  Kersland,  esq.  and  of  the 
services  he  hath  performed  to  us,  and  our  govern-  r 
ment:  We  therefore  grant  him  our  royal  leave  and 
license,  to  keep  company  and  associate  himself  with  I 
such  as  are  disaff  ected  to  us  and  our  government, 
in  such  way  or  manner  as  he  shall  judge  most  for 
our  service.  Given  under  our  royal  hand,  at  our 
castle  of  Windsor,  the  7th  of  July,  1707,  and  of 
our  reign  the  sixth  year. 

Royal  incomes. — From  papers  laid  before  parlla. 


NILES’  REGISTERi-JULY  4, 1818— FOREIGN  ARTICLES.  S^a 


ment,  it  appears  tbat  the  duke  of  Clarence  receives 
21.78*2/.  9s.  8d.  per  annum.  The  duke  of  Kent, 
25,2051- 4is  2d.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  19,008/. 
13k  lOd.  The  duke  of  Sussex,  18,000/.  The  duke 
of  Cambridge,  18,882/.  15s.  7d.  It  also  appears,  that 
these  royal  dukes  have  each  had  out  of  the  admi- 
ralty droits,  in  the  years  1805-6,  the  i^um  of  20,000/. 
— tliat,  in  1813,  a loan  of  a similar  sum  was  advanc- 
ed to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  to  be  repaid  by  quar- 
terly instalments  of  500/.  of  which  six  instalments 
have  been  repaid — and  that  a loan  of  6000/,  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  duke  «f  Kent,  in  1806,  of  which  one- 
sixth  has  been  repaid. 

Longe-vity. — Five  brothers  and  one  sister  dined 
together  at  the  ‘Eight  Bells,’  in  Canterbury,  last 
week,  whose  united  ages  amounted  to  442  years, 

viz Mrs.  Burgess  80,  John  Smith  78,  Edwd.  Smith 

76,  And.  Smith  72,  Benj.  Smith  69,  Henry  Smith  67. 
years. 

The  youngest  brother  has  32  grand  children  and 
7 great  grand  children;  and  what  is  remarkable, 
there  has  not  been  a death  of  either  brother  or 
sister  of  the  above  named  persons  for  the  last  70 

London,  May  12.— A Floating  Chapel  for  mer- 
chant seamen,  was  opened  (or  rather  moored)  in 
Bristol  harbor  on  Sunday  last.  A flag,  inscribed 
with  the  word  ‘-abk,”  was  displayed,  to  denote  the 
purpose  to  which  the  vessel  was  henceforth  to  be 
devoted;  and  divine  service  was  performed  on 
board  in  the  course  of  thi  day,  before  a numerous 
assemblagfe  of  people, 

FRAWCE. 

The  prince  of  Conde  lately  died  at  Paris,  in  the 
82nd  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
due  d’Enheign. 

The  French  court  goes  into  mourning  for  the 
prince  of  Conde — six  days  in  black  and  five  days  in 
white. 

From  a file  of  Hamburg  papers,  we  learn  that  on 
the  7th  of  April,  the  countess  of  Gothland,  (the 
present  queen  of  Sweden,  Bernadotte’s  wife)  paid 
a visit  to  ih^ing  of  France,  at  the^huilleries,  and 
was  receivejfey  Louis  XVIIl,  with  the  most  marked 
respect. 

The  body  of  marshal  JVey,  which  was  interred  in 
the  Pere  la  Chaise,  at  Paris,  has  been  taken  up  and 
conveyed  to  his  country  seat,  where  it  has  been 
deposited,  and  an  elegant  mpnument  erected, over 
it.  A magnificent  church  is  erecting  in  the  Rue 
d’Anjou,  Paris,  on  the  spot  where  the  late  queen  of 
France  was  interred  The  altar  is  placed  imme- 
diately over  the  grave. 

The  French  government  have  advertised  for  a 
loan  of  14,600,000  francs. 

NAPOlEOir  BONAPARTE. 

It  is  reported,  there  h.as  been  a fracas  at  St.  He 
lena.  Mr.  Balcomb  and  his  family,  with  whom  Bjo- 
naparte  was  so  intimate  on  his  first  arrival,  has 
reaolied  England,  and  it  is  rumored  he  was  not 
allowed  much  time  to  pack  up. 

It  has  been  staled  in  letters  from  St.  Helena,  that 
Bonaparte  has  lately  received,  by  some  unknown 
means,  40,000  francs  in  gold,  and  a large  quantity 
of  diamonds.  Money  does  not  seem  to  be  wanting 
to  him  or  any  of  his  adherents^  Las  Casas,  it  is 
asserted,  very  recently  drew  bills  for  30001.  by  the 
way  of  Frankfort  on  a banker  in  London,  and  they 
were  duly  honored.  It  is  even  said  that  a draft  for 
10,000/,  signed  Napoleon,  was  lately  presented  to 
and  paid  by  a London  house. — London  paper. 

GERM  ANT. 

At  the  last  March  Leipsic  fair,  the  -e  were  offer- 
ed for  sale  thortni^nd  eight  hundred  and  seventy 


literary  works,  which  had  been  published  in  Ger- 
many within  the  last  year. 

The  duke  of  Saxe  Weimar  has  granted  a liberal 
constitution  tp  the  people  of  his  duchy;  he  is  cele- 
brated as  the  first  German  sovereign  who  has  given 
to  his  people  an  acknowledgement  of  their  r^bts, 
by  a constitution! 

The  British  have  failed  in  a great  attempt  made 
to  purchase  up  the  -wool,  and  so  s-top  the  German 
manufactories!  The  Germans  were  patriotic  enougli 
to  refuse  to  sell  it. 

220  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  at  Gran,  in 
Hungary,  on  the  13th  April — the  bodies  of  11  per- 
sons were  found  in  the  ruins  after  the  fire,  and  se- 
rai others  were  missing — many  domestic  animals 
perished. 

RUSSIA. 

The  ice  on  the  Neya  at  Petersburg,  was  passed 
over  by  carriages  until  the  25th  of  April. 

Five  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  were  fit- 
ted out  atCronstadt,  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  grand  duke  Constantine,  the  brother  of  the 
emperor  Alexander,  and  viceroy  of  Poland  ha^ 
been  elected  a deputy  to  the  diet  of  Poland  by  the 
citizens  of  the  Prague,  suburb  of  Warsaw.  The 
-grand  duke  had  103  votes,  the  next  highest  had 
three. 

TURRET. 

A Greek,  wh.ohad  turned  Turk,  lately  repented, 
and  professing  the  Greek  religion  again,  required 
to  be  beheaded,  conformable  to  the  Mahometan 
law,  for  deserting  the  faith  of  the  prophet.  His 
desire  was  complied  with,  after  many  attempts  to 
change  his  resolution. 

CHINA. 

There  is  a report;  that  the  Jesuits  have  converted 
the  emperor  of  China  and  all  his  court  to  Christia- 
nity. It  is  a very  improbable  story. 

BARBABT  POWERS. 

Prom  Hamburg  it  is  stated  that  the  Danish  fri- 
gate Nymph,  of  44guns,  had  sailed  for  the  Medi- 
terranean to  protect  the  navigation  of  Danish  ves- 
sels, and  to  convey  presents  to  the  bey  of  Tunis. 

Sicily  pays  an  annual  tribute  of 25,000  piasters  fo 
Algiers. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

T’.e  schooner  Brutus,  an  independent  cruizer, 
a few  weeks  since,  captured  near  the  Mona  pas- 
sage, a Spanish  brig  with  43,000  dollars  on  board, 
besides  a cargo  of  colonial  produce,  which  she  sent 
for  Margaritta. 

It  is  with  much  regret  we  observe  that  many  acts 
of  sheer  piracy  are  committed  by  vessels  under 
the  independent  flag,  which  must  and  will  be  chas- 
tised, if  not  checked.  Brion,  who  has  a fleet  of 
25  vessels  under  him,  one  of  them  a heavy  ship, 
has  exerted  himself  very  much  to  prevent  such 
abuses  of  the  patriot  flag. 

Yenezubla.  We  have  accounts  by  the  way  of 
St.  Thomas’,  that  the  royalists  have  just  gained  a 
decisive  victory  over  the  patriots — that  Morillo, 
lately  killed,  was  offering  a reward  for  Bolivar, 
dead  or  living,  whais  said  to  be  missing!  that  the 
affairs  of  the  independents,  lately  so  apparently 
prosperous,  were  now  desperate,  &c.  These  re- 
sults appear  to  be  true;  but,  really,  we  have  had 
so  ma'sy  monstrous  stories  on  both  sides,  as  almost 
to  make  us  resolve  not  to  notice  any  accounts  from 
Venezuela  hereafter,  except  briefly  to  mention  po- 
sitive results,  so  far  as  they  are  ascertained. 

Rio  de  la  Plata. — Our  commissioners  have  been 
treated  with  the  greatest  respect  and  most  polite 
attentions  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  their  arrival  ap- 
pear.'j  to  have  invigorated  the  spirit  of  the  patriots, 
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under  the  hope  of  a speedy  establishment  of  a 
more  intimate  relation  between  us  and  them.  We 
have  a long  account  in  the  papers 'of  a splendid 
ball  given  to  them  on  the  26th  of  March — at  which 
were  present  200  ladies,  dressed  in  the  best  stile, 
&c.  The  room  was  ornamented  with  flags  of  the 
tJnited  States  and  of  the  republic  of  La  Plata — 
Washington’s  march,  performed  by  the  band,  was 
received  with  loud  applause.  It  is  pleasant  to  ob- 
serve that  the  people  of  South  America  are  becom- 
ing flmuliar  with  the  name  ©f  our  political  father. 

It  is  stated  that  (for  some  cause)  our  commis- 
sioners requested  the  life  of  a soldier,  condemned 
to  be  shot  for  insubordination — which  the  supreme 
director  immediately  granted— ^“such  (adds  the 
Buenos  Ayrean  paper)  is  the  early  influence  in  the 
cause  of  humanity  of  an  union  between  the  two 
great  parties  of  the  new  world.’* 

X college  is  building  at  Buenos  Ayres — great 
zeal  is  manifested  to  promote  the  undertaking. 

A private  letter  from  Buenos  Ayres  says — “Im 
mediately  after  the  action,  [atMaipu]  San  Martin 
dispatched  an  order  to  Mendoza  for  the  execution 
of  the  two  Carreras,  (brothers  to  the  general)  who 
liad  been  prisoners  for  many  months.  This  infa- 
mous proceeding  at  a time  when  there  could  exist 
no  possible  necessity  for  such  an  outrage,  has  ex- 
cited much  sensation  here.”  The  same  letter  in- 
forms us  that  every  thing  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  priests— md  “executed  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net;” that  the  congress  consists  of  twenty-one  mem- 
bers— eighteen  of  whom  are  priests,  &c.  But  a brief 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register  from  Mr.  Rod- 
ney, observes — “I  have  been  agreeably  surprised 
with  the  appearance  of  things  in  this  country.” 

The  Congress  frigate  was  expected  to  sail  for 
the  United  States  the  1st  of  May,  and  may  be  dai- 
ly expected,  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Graham  return 
with  her.  Mr.  Bland  had  crossed  over  to  Chili, 
where  the  Ontario  sloop  of  war  is  probably  at  his 
direction,  for  future  movements. 

The  people  of  Chili  are  highly  commended  for 
tlieir  liberal  donations  of  money  and  supplies  for 
the  patriot  armies.  Some  of  them  devoted  the 
half  of  wliat  they  possessed  to  support  the  soldiers 
of  freedom. 

A correspondent  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post 
says  that  8,000  royalists  are  kept  prisoners  in  the 
republic  of  La  Plata,  from  governors  down  to  pri- 
vate soldiers.  The  authorities  are  determined  on 
immediate  retaliation  for  any  murder  which  the 
royalists  may  commit  on  a native  or  foreigner  tak- 
en fighting  in  the  republican  cause. 

Artigas.  It  is  stated  “that  the  Bu  enos  Ayrean 
army,  under  the  command  of  col.  Beleassa,  had 
been  attacked  by  the  patriots  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  commanded  by  Artigas,  and  the  for- 
mer defeated  with  the  loss  of  all  their  artillery  and 
baggage,  and  between  6 and  700  killed  and  wound- 
ed. It  is  said  that  the  government  of  Buenos  Ay- 
res endeavored  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  this 
intelligence,  in  order  that  it  should  not  be  gene- 
rally known;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Ameri 
cans  were  all  advised  of  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
The  action  took  place  in  March.” 

DETAIL  OF  THE  BA  I TLE  OF  MAIPU. 
Translated  for  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  from  the  Ga- 
zette of  Bttenos  Ayres,  22d  April,  1818. 
Desputoli  from  his  excellency  the  captain  general 
of  the  Ai»ides,  to  the  supreme  government. 

Most  exckilext  sir — The  unexpected  event  of 
the  night  of  the  19th  ult.  in  the  Cancha  Rayada, 
put  in  jeopardy  the  liberty  of  Chili.  It  was,  in- 
deed, a frightful  scene,  to  see  the  dispersion  of  an 


arm)^  composed  of  valliant  men,  full  of  discipline 
and  instruction,  without  being  beaten. 

Since  I opened  the  campaign,  I have  been  so  gra- 
tified that  I looked  on  victory  as  certain,  and  all 
my  movements  were  always  directed  to  have  it 
complete  and  decisive.  The  enemy,  since  he 
abandoned  Curico,  did  not  find  any  position  capa- 
ble of  preventing  our  forces  from  molesting  him  in 
his  flanks,  and  threatening  to  turn  him.  Accord- 
ingly, both  armies  fell  together,  on  the  19th,  upon 
Talca,  making  it  impossible  to  undertake  a retreat, 
or  cross  over  the  river  Maule. 

This  situation,  the  most  desperate,  became  by 
an  accident,  the  most  favorable.  Our  columns  of 
infantry  did  riot  reach  us  until  sun-set,  and  at  that 
hour  it  became  impossible  to  undertake  an  attack 
on  the  town.  The  army  was  then  formed  provi- 
sionally in  two  lines,  whilst  we  were  reconnoiter- 
ing  for  the  most  advantageous  position  tliat  it  could 
be  placed  in,  which  having  selected,  I ordered  the 
right  wing  to  occupy  it,  but  this  movement  was 
badly  executed,  and  the  left  was  begining  to  fol- 
low it,  when  a most  brisk  and  desperate  attack 
from  the  enemy  put  in  total  confusion  our  baggage 
and  artillery,  which  were  then  moving.  It  was 
then  9 o’clock,  P.  M.  and  this  confusion  was  soon 
followed  by  the  dispersion  of  our  left,  after  a brisk 
firing  which  lasted  half  an  hour,  in  which  the  ene- 
my suffered  a great  loss,  and  ourselves  had  the 
misfortune  to  see  the  brave  gen.O’HiGSiNs  wound=> 
ed. 

Myself,  with  all  the  other  chiefs  and  officers,  em- 
ployed all  our  efforts  to  rally  them,  which  at  first 
was  effected  under  the  protection  of  the  reserve. 
Here  one  of  the  most  obstinate  engagements  again 
took  place,  but  the  night  rendered  all  our  measures 
unavailing,  and  at  last  we  had  no  other  resource 
but  to  give  way. 

Our  right  had  not  been  much  harassed,  and  col. 
Las  Hehas  had  the  glory  of  conducting  and  with- 
drawing in  good  order  the  corps  of  infantry  aind 
artillery  that  composed  it.  This  was  the  only  sup- 
port that  remained  to  us  on  my  arrival  at  Chimba- 
rougo.  I then  pursued  every  effectual  means  t6 
effect  are-union  on  the  neck  of Regulemu.  The 
head  quarters  were  placed  at  S^n  Fernando. 

Here  I remained  two  days,  and  I can  assure  yout* 
excellency  our  situation  was  a most  embarrassing 
one.  We  had  lost  all  the  baggage  and  materials 
of  the  army;  destitute  of  every  thing,  we  wanted 
every  thing  in  order  to  oppose  an  enemy  superior 
in  numbers  and  elated  with  victory  In  tlrs  situa- 
tion, I found  no  other  expedient  but  to  fall  back  on 
Santiago,  and  procure  every  possible  assistance  to 
accomplish  the  salvation  of  the  country. 

It  is  surpassing  belief  to  say,  that  in  the  course 
of  three  days  the  army  was  re  organized  in  the 
field  of  Instruction,  one  league  distant  from  the 
city.  The  spirits  of  the  soldiers  were  regained, 
and  in  thirteen  days  after  our  defeat  and  a retreat  of 
eighty  leagues,  we  found  ourselves  in  a situation 
to  meet  the  enemy.  The  interest,  energ)  and 
firmness,  with  which  the  chiefs  and  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  co-operated  to  establish  order 
and  discipline,  will  redound  to  their  eternal  honor. 
It  is  true  that  our  forces  were  inferior  to  those 
of  the  enemy.  Many  of  our  corps  were  mere  ske- 
letons, and  we  had  battalions  composed  of  only  200 
men. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  was  advancing  with 
rapidity,  and  on  the  1st  inst.  I had  positive  informa- 
tion that  the  main  part  of  the  army  had  crossed 
the  Maipu,  by  the  fords  of  Longuenen  and  directed 
their  march  towards  tlie  defiles  of  Lu  Cabra. 
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The  position  of  our  encampment  was  neither  se- 
cure  or  military.  On  the  2d  we  encamped  on  the 
Espeio.  That  day,  and  on  the  3d  and  4th,  our 
guerillas  had  much  firing,  and  the  army  passed  all 

those  nights  under  ajms.  . ^ . .1, 

The  enemy  approached  us  at  last  on  the  5th.  All 
his  movements  appeared  directed  to  turn  our  right, 
threaten  the  capital,  cut  off  our  communication  with 
Acoucagua,  and  secure  to  himself  the  communica- 
tion with  Valparaiso. 

When  1 observed  that  he  had  for  hia  object  the 
accomplishment  of  this  movement,  I considered 
that  a favorable  opportunity  to  attack  liim  on  his 
march,  and  place  myself  in  his  front  by  means  of  a 
change,  of  direction  on  the  right.  This  was  the 
preparation  to  all  the  posterior  operations. 

I immediately  placed  all  the  infantry  under  the 
command  of  the  well  deserving  brigadier  general 
Balcarce;  the  right  under  the  col.  Las  Heras;  the 
left  under  the  lieut.  col.  Don  Hilarian  De  La  Quin- 
tana; the  cavalry  of  the  right  under  col.  Martias 
Zapiola,  with  his  squadrons  of  grenadiers;  and  that 
of  the  left  under  col.  Don  Ramon  Freyre,  with  his 
squadrons  of  the  guard  of  his  excellency  the  direc- 
tor of  Chili,  and  the  chasseurs  of  the  Andes. 

The  enemy,  having  perceived  our  first  movement, 
took  a strong  position,  detaching  to  a small  hill  a 
battalion  of  chasseurs  to  support  a battery  of  four 
pieces  placed  at  this  point. — Tliis  disposition  was 
well  chosen,  as  it  completely  secured  their  left, 
and  their  fires  flanked  and  beat  all  the  front  of  the 
position. 

Our  line,  formed  in  close  and  parallel  columns, 
inclined  on  the  right  of  the  enemy,  presenting  an 
oblique  attack  on  Ids  flank,  which  was  uncovered. 
The  reserve  charging  also  upon  the  same,  was  in 
the  attitude  of  turning  it  and  supporting  pur  right. 
The  battery  of  eight  pieces  of  Chili,  commanded 
by  commandant  Blanco  Ciceroi;,  and  another  ol 
four  pieces  under  commandant  Plaza,  were  advan- 
tageously placed  and  played  with  success  upon 
the  enemy’s  position. 

In  this  situation  our  columns  began  to  move  from 
the  skirts  of  the  small  hill  which  formed  our  posi- 
tion to  march  to  charge  the  enemy’s  line,  who  then 
commenced  a most  stupendous  fire,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  slopping  our  march.  His  flunk  battery 
on  the  hill  did  us  great  injury;  at  the  same  time  a 
heavy  mass  of  enemy’s  cavalry,  situated  in  the  in- 
terval, came  to  charge  tiie  horse  grenadiers,  who 
being  formed  in  columns  by  squadrons,  were  ad- 
vancing on  us  in  front.  Tut  first  squadron  was 
commanded  by  Escalada,  who  seeing  himseff  threat- 
ened by  the  enemy,  marched  immediately  upon 
him,  sword  in  hand.  The  commandant,  Medina, 
followed  iliis  movement.  The  firing  also  com- 
menced from  our  left,  and  soon  the  whole  line  was 
engaged,  as  well  as  the  reserve,  which  came  up  at 
the  moment  the  vigor  of  our  line  began  to  droop. 
But  the  charge  made  by  the  reserve  and  by  the 
commandant  Tomson,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  Co- 
quiinbo,  gave  a new  impulse  to  our  line,  which  feil 
upon  the  enemy  with  more  spirit  than  ever.  It  may 
be  said  that  hardly  a brisker  attack  has  been  wit- 
nessed, nor  a more  vigorous  and  obstinate  resist- 
ance. The  constancy  of  our  soldiers  and  their  he- 
roic force  triumphed  at  last,  and  the  enemy  was  put 
completely  to  the  rout. 

The  general  in  cuief,  Osorio,  escaped  with  only 
about  2U0  horsemen,  ll  is  probable  he  will  be 
taken  by  the  cavalry  that  pursues  him.  All  ids 
generals  are  prisoners  in  our  possession.  I'he 
nunriber  of  the  prisoners  is  3d00,  :md  19u  officers, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  chiefs  of  corps.  The 


field  of  battle  is  covered  with  2000  killed.  All  his 
artillery  parks,  hospitals,  with  the  surgeons,  mili- 
tary chest—-in  a word,  every  thing  composing  the 
royal  army  is  dead,  prisoner,  or  in  our  possession. 
I compute  our  loss  at  1000  killed  and  wounded. 
The  force  of  the  enemy,  of  all  descriptions,  was 
5,300,  and  ours  4,900, 

[The  despatch  concludes  by  recommending  seve- 
ral officers  to  the  consideration  of  the  government.] 
Head  Quarters,  Santiago,  9th  April, *1818. 

JOSE  DE  SAN  MARTIN. 


CHRONICLE. 

Indiak  war. — We  are  without  official  intelli- 
gence from  gen.  Jackson;  it  is  thought  extraordi- 
nary that  no  letter  from  him  has  been  published 
for  the  information  of  the  people,  deeply  interested 
in  his  transactions:  but  we  have  reports  in  so  many 
ways  of  his  having  taken  Pensacola,  that  we  cannot 
doubt  the  fact,  it  appears  that  he  possessed  him- 
self of  the  town  without  firing  a gun,  but.that  the 
governor  with  about  three  hundred  men,  retired 
to  the  Barahcas,  (a  strong  fort  situated  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbor)  with  a determination  to  de- 
fend himself  as  long  as  possible:  it  was,  however, 
surrendered,  after,  as  it  is  said,  a bombardment  of 
three  days,  by  which  a few  lives  were  lost.  The 
Spanish  officers  and  the  garrison,  it  is  added, 
were  about  to  embark  for  Havana.  Gen  J.  liaving 
accomplished  this,  left  Pensacola  for  his  residence 
in  Tennessee.  Some  accounts  intimate  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  Indians  were  at  Pensacola. 

There  is  a report  which  appears  worthy  of  confi- 
dence, that  the  governor  of  Pensacola  proposed  to 
surrender  the  fort,  &c.  upon  certain  conditions;  one 
of  which  conditions  was,  that  a certain  “very  noted 
Seminole  chief,  who  was  in  the  fort,  should  be  trans- 
ported to  the  Havana,  at  tlie  expense  of  the  Ame- 
rican government.  If  this  is  true,  it  affords  am- 
ple proof  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Spaniards  with 
the  Indians,  and  made  it  the  duty  of  gen,  Jackson 
to  act  as  he  has  done.  But  we  have  not  had  any 
suspicion  t'lat  he  went  beyond  his  instructions; 
though  we  have  been  left  to  guess  at  what  he  was 
about  We  may  expect  details  in  a week  or  two. 

Flour  is  cheaper  now  in  England  than  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  Baltimore  we  are  paying  §11,  by  the 
single  barrel,  for  the  best,  or  fiimily  flour.  Such 
flour  as  is  shipped  (superfine)  brings  only  45s.  &d. 
at  Liverpool — and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  190, 
000  barrels.  The  export  of  the  article  has  created 
some  scarcity  for  home  consumption,  but  we  have 
the  prospect  of  a most  bountiful  harvest. 

The  navy.  The  Guerriere  is  fitted  and  ready 
for  sea,  at  Boston,  to  take  out  Mr.  Campbell,  our 
minister  to  Russia. 

The  Macedonian  is  fitting  for  a distant  expedir 
tion — supposed  for  the  Pacific.  Capt.  Warrington 
commands  her. 

Five  74’s  are  now  building  and  two  more  are 
ordered  to  be  laid  down.  Some  of  them  are  in  con- 
siderable forwardness.  A very  few  years  more  will 
put  us  in  possession  of  a naval  force  more  efficient 
perhaps,  than  that  of  any  powder  in  the  world  ex- 
cept Great  Britain. 

The  U.  S.  corvette  John  Adams,  capt.  Henley, 
has  arrived  at  New  York  from  the  i^outhern  station. 

A steam-boat,  to  carry  from  650  to  700  tons  of 
merchandize,  is  building  at  Louisville — her  engine 
will  cost  §20,000. 

The  ship  Cerr-s  of  400  tons  burthen,  was  towed 
to  sea  frou;  Charleston,  against  a strong  tide,  head- 
wind and  considerable  sv/ell,  at  the  rate  of  nearly 
four  miles  per  hour,  by  a steam  boat. 
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KesUr — The  Catskill  Recorder,,  after  making  the 
enquiry  whether  Kesler  was  “executed  or  not” 
adds  as  follows; — “We  have  been  informed  on  the 
most  respectable  authority,  that  Kesler,  who  Was 
recently  suspended  from  the  scaffold  in  Schoharie 
county,  was  restored  to  life  and  had  made  his  es- 
cape. If  we  have  been  misinformed,  some  person 
acquainted  with  the  facts  is  requested  to  correct 
us.” 

Ice.  Astonishing  masses  of  ice  are  frequently 
hiet  with  in  lattitudas  where  they  were  hardly  ever, 
if  ever  before,  seen,  and  so  in  many  cases  as  to  en- 
danger the  safety  of  navigation.  Capt.  Edliind,  of 
the  schr.  Jane,  arrived  at  New  York,  reports,  that 
on  the  1st  ult.  in  lat.  49,  long.  46,  she  fell  in  with 
several  very  large  islands  of  ice,  one  of  which  was 
miles  in  length  and  Jive  hundred  feet  high. 

Kidnapping.  Three  Kentuckians,  armed,  on  the 
5th  instant  knocked  down  a negro  woman  in  the 
street,  at  Corydon,  Indiana^  and  carried  her  off, 
threatening  death  to  any  persons  that  should  inter- 
fere. Such  infractions  of  the  law  cannot  be  suffer- 
ed, and,  if  not  checked,  will  produce  very  unplea- 
sant colissions  among  our  western  brethren. 

Crimes.  Two  persons  have  been  sentenced  to 
death  at  the  present  sitting  of  Baltimore  county 
court — a man  Tor  the  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
a negro  woman,  a notorious  character,  for  arson. 

The  slave  trade.  A Havana  slave  vessel,  of  14 
guns  and  80  men,  called  the  Descadabroa,  has  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  as  a prize  to  the  British,  captured 
off  the  African  coast.  To  the  stealing  of  black 
men,  her  ofticers  had  very  naturally  associated 
the.  robbery  of  white  people,  having  plundered  a 
Portuguese  on  the  coast.  Such  plundering  by 
slave  vessels  seems  to  be  a common  affair. 

Another  vessel  called  La  Concia,  Was  captured 
on  the  coast  with  with  300  slaves  on  board— her 
cargo  was  landed  at  Sierra  Leone — she,  also,  has 
arrived  at  Jamaica. 

The  crew  rose  upon  the  officers  of  a slave  ship 
that  recently  sailed  from  Havana  for  the  coast,  and 
putting  them  to  death,  took  command  of  the  ves- 
sel, carried  her  to  Saba,  and  there  began  to  dispose 
of  her  cargo.  Their  conduct  excited  suspicion, 
and  they  were  arrested, 

J\Iun(ficent  donation. — It  is  stated  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser^  that  a gentleman  of  Boston  has 
purchased  and  presented  to  the  University  in  Cam- 
bridge, the  very  large  and  valuable  library  of  the 
late  professor  Ebeling  of  Hamburgh.  Besides  be- 
ing very  full  and  rich  in  other  departments,  it  is 
said  to  contain  the  best  collection  in  the  world  of 
books  and  works  relating  to  America. 

Great  discovery! — A correspondent  informs  us 
that  Mr.  Thomas  IV.  Story ^ of  New  York,  has  late- 
ly obtained  letters  patent  from  the  United  States 
for  a macliine  of  his  invention,  composed  of  natur- 
al  and  mechanical  powers,  by  which  he  proposes  to 
supercede  the  steam  engine.  This  machine,  our  in- 
formant adds,  explodes  the  position  that  an  in- 
crease of  power  is  a loss  of  time.  Met,  Bit. 

FJectioneeringl  The  York,  (Pa.)  Recorder  says 
— We  notice  in  the  Adams  Centinel,  an  adv^’tise- 
ment  by  John  Sweney,  offering  himself  as  a candi- 
date for  the  Sheriffalty,  and  points  out,  to  particu- 
lar notice,  the  following: 

03*  “I  have  obtained  an  exclusive  right  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  for  an  improvement 
on  the  washing  machine — if  I am  elected,  this  I give 
to  the  county  of  Adams,  for  every  one  to  make,  use 
and  sell  as  they  see  proper-<i-I  ask  for  this  your  votes. 

J.  S.” 


St.  Louis,  May  15. — By  letters  from  fbrt  Osage 
and  Prairie  on  Chein,  we  are  informed  the  Indian* 
are  well  disposed  towards  the  whites.  Our  inform- 
ants inform  us  that  the  present  tranquility  will 
continue,  if  the  government  does  not  interfere  irt 
their  concerns.  They  are  at  war  with  other  Indian 
tribes  and  ever  will  be  at  war  with  one  another  un- 
less their  thirst  for  blood  be  not  turned  against  the 
whites  by  a general  peace  among  themselves;  -tehich 
has  been  too  often  effected  by  a mistaken  philanthrophy 
existing  at  IVashington. !!/ 

Sagacity  and  tenderness. — The  following  singu- 
lar fact  is  stated  in  the  Troy,  (N.  Y.)  Gazette— “A 
cow  and  her  calf  were  crossing  the  ferry  at  this 
city  a few  days  since,  when  the  coW  jumped  over- 
board— the  calf  immediately  followed  and  seized 
its  dam  by  the  year,  and  did  not  leave  its  hold  until 
both  were  safely  landed,  after  swimming  more  than 
a quarter  of  a mile  ' 


The  British  Monarchy. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  lately  observed  in  the 
house  of  lords,  that,  since  the  death  of  the  late 
princess  Charlotte,  the  question  which  every  man 
put  to  his  neighbor  in  England  was,  what  was  to 
become  of  the  succession  to  the  thrbne.?  It  was  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  though  his  majesty  had  been 
blessed  by  Providence  with  a numerous  progeny, 
yet  of  his  12  children  now  living,  namely,  7 sons 
and  5 daughters,  although  the  youngest  of  the  sons 
was  44  years  of  age,  and  none  of  the  daughters 
under  40,  yet  there  were  at  the  present  moment  no 
living  descendants  of  the  royal  family. 

Mr.  Canning,  in  the  house  of  commons,  urged  the 
royal  allowance,  and  observed,  “that  no  man  could 
doubt  that  it  never  would  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence to  contract  the  alliance  under  discussion,  if 
it  had  not  been  pressed  on  him  as  an  act  of  pub- 
lic duty.  His  royal  highness’s  utmost  wish  was 
that  he  should  be  allowed  such  means  as  would  pre- 
vent him  from  incurring  debt,  and  in  that  odious 
way  becoming  a burden  to  his  country.  His  royal 
highness  had  voluntarily,  and  by  arrangements  of 
his,  set  apart  a portion  of  his  present  income -to  pay 
tlie  interest  of  his  debts,  to  insure  his  life  for  the 
security  of  his  creditors  and  gradually  to  liquidate 
their  amount.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  alliance, . 
therefore,  he  would  not  have  required  any  aid  from 
parliament;  and  into  this  alliance  his  royal  high- 
ness entered,  not  for  his  private  desire  and  gratify 
cation,  but  because  it  loas  pressed  on  him  for  thepur- 
pose  of  providing  Jor  the  succession  of  the  throne,  (a 
laugh.)  If  there  was  any  thing  ridiculous  in  this 
proposition,  it  was  the  state  of  the  law  which  ren- 
dered it  so;  the  law  precluded  the  royal  family 
from  contracting  marriages  of  liking,  and  into  which 
those  sentiments  and  excitements  entered,  which 
existed  among  persons- who  grew  up  in  the  know- 
ledge of  one  another.” 

The  allowance  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
the  enormous  sum  of  one  million  of  money  was 
appropriated  yearly,  to  the  mere  support  of  the 
splendor  of  the  throne;  which  trappings  of  monar- 
ch}',  as  one  of  the  members  observed,  were  suffici- 
ent to  establish  a new  commonwealth. 

Bell’s  Messenger,  of  the  2rt)i  of  April,  says,  it  is 
rumored  that  the  duke  of  Clarence  has  resolved  to 
persevere  in  his  determination  of  marriage  with  the 
princess  of  Saxe  Meiningen,  notwithstanding  the 
vote  of  the  house  of  commons,  if  her  serene  high  ’ 
ness  shall  gontinue  her  consent. 
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Declaration  of  independence.  Forty-two  years 
have  past  since  this  great  paper  was  signed  the 
following  venerable  men  remain  to  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings that  have  flowed  from  the  magnanimous  act:— 
J^ohn  JldamSf  of  Massachusetts;  IVilliam  Klleryy  of 
Rhode  Island;  William  Floyd,  of  New  York;  Charles 
Carroll,  of  Maryland;  and  the  author,  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, of  Virginia. 

The  late  national  jubilee  appears  to  have  been 
observed  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  from 
which  we  have  yet  heard,  with  military  exercises, 
discharges  of  artillery  and  civic  feasts;  and,  though 
it  excites  “old  animosities,”  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence was  very  generally  r^ad.  In  almost 
every  set  of  toasts  that  we  have  seen,  the  patriots 
of  South  America  are  generously  remembered,  and 
cheered  to  perseverance  in  opposing  the  tyrant- 
fool  of  old  Spain.  So  long  as  “grass  grows  and  water 
runs,”  may  this  anniversary  be  honored  by  a grate- 
ful, thinking 

We  have  seen  very  few  sets  of  toasts  without  a 
respectful  tribute  to  general  Jackson.  A want  of 
information's  to  the  particulars  of  his  proceedings 
has  caused  some  to  censure  him  unjustly.  We  are 
glad  to  find  that  the  people  think  it  necessary 
to  know  the  merits  of  his  conduct  before  they  con- 
demn him  ! ! As  despatches  from  him,  detailing  the 
events  of  his  campaign,  are  now  received  at  Wash- 
ington, we  may  soon  expect  a knowledge  of  the 
facts  belonging  to  it. 

At  the  patriotic  town  of  JVexvark,  N.  J.  there 
was  a grand  military  and  mechanical  procession. — 
No  less  than  twenty-one  trades  were  represented 
by  workmen  employed  on  stages  drawn  by  horses, 
and  beautifully  decorated — accompanied  by  bands 
of  music,  &c.  At  Jioston,  a good  work  was  done — 
the  corner  stone  of  a general  hospital  (which  pro- 
mises to  be  an  ornament  to  our  country)  was  laid 
in  ample  form  by  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state,  at 
the  request  of  the  trustees,  in  the  presence  of  a 
great  concourse  of  people.  The  day  was  also  duly 
observed  on  board  the  Washington,  74 — and  the 
sound  of  her  cannon,  though  the  ship  was  notin 
siglit  at  the  time,  was  heard  in  New-York. 

Revolutionary  oenerals.  There  are  now  (says 
the  Dutchess  Observer)  only  three  surviving  ge- 
neral officers  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gen.  Sl^rk, 
who  is  now  in  the  91st  year  of  his  age,  gen.  St. 
Clair  and  gen.  Huntington.  The  latter  is  still  in 
active  life,  and  is  president  of  one  of  the  banks 
in  New  London,  (Con.) 

General  Moktoomery.  The  remains  of  this 
hero,  after  resting  42  years  at  Quebec,  by  a re- 
solve of  the  Slate,  have  been  brought  to  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  were  deposited  with  ample 
form  and  grateful  ceremonies  near  the  monument 
erected  to  him  in  St.  Paul’s  church,  on  the  6th  inst. 
A particular  account  of  those  proceedings  shall  be 
Registered. 

Mr.  Ada]«[s.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a letter  to  Mr. 
Gardner,  of  Washington  City,  dated,  Feb.  1813,  in 
reply  to  one  from  the  latter  respecting  a contem- 
plated publication  of  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence-^says: 

“No  man  better  merited  than  Mr.  John  Adayns, 
to  hold  a most  conspicuous  place  in  the  design. — 
He  Was  the  pillar  of  its  .support  on  the  floor  of 
Voi., 


CONOR  KSS,  IT.-i  ABLEST  ADVOCATE  AND  DEFENDER  A“ 
GAINST  THE  MULTIFARIOUS  ASSAULTS  IT  ENCOUNTER- 
ED; for  many  excellent  persons  opposed  it  on  doubts 
whetlier  we  were  provided  sufficiently  with  the 
means  of  supporting  it,  whether  the  minds  of  our 
constituents  were  yet  prepared  to  receive  it,  &c. 
who,  after  it  was  decided,  united  zealously  in  the 
measures  it  called  for.” 

Agricultural.  There  is  now  growing  on  the 
farm  of  E,  S.  Thomas,  esq.  of  Baltimore  county, 
a little  patch  of  rye  of  a singularly  beautiful  and 
interesting  appearance.  It  Is  a part  of  the  product 

four  grains  that  were  received  a few  years  ago  in 
a letter  from  near  the  head  of  tlie  Mediterranean 
sea,  by  a gentleman  of  New  England.  The  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  this  grain  are  stated  to  be,  in 
the  superior  quantity  and  quality  of  the  crop.  The 
stalk  is  uncommonly  strong,  as,  indeed,  it  needs 
must  be  to  support  the  very  heavy  head  that  it 
bears — which  is  beared,  and,  until  fairly  formed, 
bent  completely  over  and  held  by  the  beard  to  the 
stalk.  ’V\\e  grain  is  represented  to  be  nearly 
an  inch  long  and  of  a bright  yelloiu  color— the  pod.s 
in  which  it  is  enclosed  are  more  than  an  inch  in 
lengthy  and  exceedingly  numerous.  It  was  sowed 
on  the  25th  of  March  last,  and  promises  to  become 
an  invaluable  resource  against  the  elfects  of  our 
winter  frosts,  &c.  I am  no  judge  of  those  thiags, 
but  never  belield  agrowing  vegetable  that  pleased 
me  more  than  than  this  luxuriant  rye.  Adjacent  to 
it  also  is  a beautiful  patch  of  wheat,  the  product 
of  a pint  of  very  fine  grain  that  grew  last  year 
in  European  Turkey,  which  promises  to  be  an  equal- 
ly  valuable  acquisition,  being  heavy  and  light  co- 
lored. It  was  also  sowed  o,n  the  25th  of  March. 

Gentlemen  who  introduce  and  encourage  such 
things  ought  to  be  considered  public  benefactors. 

02^Mr.  Madison,  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  “Agri- 
cultural society  of  Albemarle,”  Virginia.  In  May 
last  he  delivered  a long  address  to  the  society, 
which  truly  deserves  to  be  called  “enlightened 
and  important.”  We  have  not  yet  received  the 
the  whole  of  this  article,  and  are  always  sorry  to 
divide  any  thing  valuable;  but  intend  to  publish 
\X  entire  next  week. 

A remark.  The  laborious  precision  with  which 
we  detailed  the  events  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  &c.  whicli  sometimes  appeared  tedious,  if 
not  altogether  useless,  to  many,  without  reflection, 
— i.=!  already  rewarded  in  the  enquiry  after  thi.s 
work  on  that  account.  The  same  course  shall  be 
pursued  in  respect  to  every  thing  believed  likely 
to  become  interesting  at  s.  future  day. — We  are  led 
to  this  remark  by  the  extent  allowed  to  the  notice 
of  events  and  record  of  things  belonging  to  the 
little  war  In  Florida. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

We  treated  the  first  dividend  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  whicii  wss  at  eight  per  cent.  a.s  hav- 
ing been  declared  for — “exportation” — see  page 
22;  and  claim  no  merit  for  liaving  pronounced  it  lo 
be  morally  impo.ssible  that  ii  shotild  divide  more 
than  seven,  “without  a suspension  f specie  pay- 
ments or  some  strange  revolution  in,  < omtnerce/’ 
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cic.  \ late  Philadelp])ia  paper  contains  the  follow- 
ing' notice: 

Bank  o f the  United  States,  Jvhj  6, 1818. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  stock-holders  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  State.s,  that  the  directors 
have  this  day  declared  a dividend  of  three  and  an 
ha, If  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
wl)ich  will  be  paid  to  the  stocklrolders,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  af  erthe  16th  instant. 

And  notice  is  furtliei*  given,  that  tlie  stohkhold- 
ers  may  receive  their  dividends  at  either  of  the  of- 
fices of  said  bank,  by  signifying  their  desire  to  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  in  writing. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

JON  A.  SMITH,  Cashier.'^ 

Tf  we  consider  money  worth  six  per  cent,  as  it 
is  in  the  United  States,  the  value  of  the  stock  then, 
is  exactly  gill  04; — \^k\.  five  per  cent,  as  in  En- 
gland, it  ought  to  fetch  gl23  84— and  no  more. 
See  pages  37  and  39,  present  volume.  How  great, 
then,  must  have  been  the  industry  of  some  and  in- 
fatuation of  others,  to  raise  it  up  to  160! 

We  feel  it  a public  duty  to  put  the  people  on  their 
guard  against  the  deceptions  attempted  by  the  pub- 
lications of  prices  current  of  stocks,  in  the  news- 
papers, by  the  brokers.  The  following  absolute 
facts  are  sufficient  to  expose  them,  without  com- 
TT.ent—we  can  mention  time,  place  and  the  parties, 
we  please  to  do  so:  on  the  very  day  that  a certain 
broker  announced  in  his  price  current,  that  United 
Stales  bank  stock  was  worth  140  to  140  and  a half, 
(as  though  the  sales  M^ere  so  active  and  exact  as  to 
be  me:isured  by  half  a dollar)  he  was  waited  upon 
by  a gentlemvan  from  the  counti’y  who  had  a consi- 
derable quantity  to  sell:  He  said  he  supposed  he 

could  get  140  for  it,  and  the  holder  was  quite  wil- 
ling to  sell  it  at  that  rate— but  he  would  enquire 
for  a purchaser.  After  a reasonable  time,  he  grave- 
ly reported  that  he  had  received  three  offers— 125, 
127  and  128^,  which  last  he  advised  the  gentleman 
to  take! 

One  remark,  about  dividends — several  of  our 
oldest  and  most  experienced  bank  directors  have 
assured  me,  that  the  time  is  at  hand  v/hen  no  bank, 
prudently  conducted  and  really  designing  to  meet 
its  engagements  with  honor,  will,  or  can, ‘divide 
more  than  from  five  to  six  per  cent,  unless  there  is 
some  great  revolution  in  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  And  they  have  told  me  to  regard 
a low  dividend  as  the  best  evidence  of  the  solidity 
of  a bank,  unless  it  can  be  accounted  for  by  losses 
which  such  bank  has  sustained.  Gentlemen  who 
have  money  to  invest  in  stocks  will  do  well  to  en- 
quire into  the  validity  of  these  opinions--being 
assured  that  they  are  derived  from  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  sundry  honest  men,  of  the  highest 
standing  in  the  community. 


Bank-note  Manufacturers. 

Letter  to  the  td  tor  of  the  Weekly  Rkgisteii,  dated 
io  Gettysburg  July  2,  181 8, /rom  a former 
subscriber  to  the  paper: 

Deau  sui. — took  the  within  yesterday  at  par, 
which  I hope  will  be  good  in  Baltimore,  let  me 
hear  from  you  upon  receiving  it.  I received  it  for 
a debt  of  one  dollar,  and  gave  Baltimore  paper  in 
change.  The  balance  due,  1 will  send  to  you,  if 
not  shortly  in  Baltimore. 

Yours — G N. 

REPLY. 

B alii  more,  July  6, 1818. 

Silt.— I received  ycur  fiivor  of  tlie  2nd  inst.  in- 


closing a piece  of  paper  curiously  marked  with  va^ 
rious  letters  and  figures,  purporting  to  be  issued 
by  the  ‘^SusatrEHAXxAn  BninoE  axd  bank  company 
OF  MAOTLAm),”  five  dolUirs,  and  said  to  be  “re- 
deemable  at  Balthnorc.^* 

The  amount  of  the  debt  that  was  due  to  you,  is 
ex.^.ctly  equal  to  the  discount  payable  on  this  bill  to 
reduce  it  to  “Baltimore  paper,”  and  I sincerely 
congratulate  you  that  no  more  is  lost  than  the 
IV hole  sum  for  which  you  r.hanged  \\.\\ — this  is  lucky, 
as  counterfeited  notes  and  notes-counterfeit  go  at 
this  time!  The  agent  of  this  bank  in  Baltimore,  at 
■whose  office  such  votes  are  *^redeemablef^  gene- 
rously offers  to  pay  eighty  per  cent,  of  their  nomi- 
nal amount,  though  he  does  not  know  when  funds  to 
meet  them  are  to  be  expected!  This  will  be  very 
satisfactory  to  you,  provided  any  more  bills  of  the 
same  sort  are  offered;  as  you  can  nicely  calculate 
whether  it  is  better  to  loose  a debt  owing  to  you, 
or  to  part  with  your  change!  As,  however,  you  re- 
ceived this  note  in  the  regular  course  of  business, 
and  /have  no  change  to  return,  I will  pass  it  to  your 
credit  as  for  five  dollars,  relying  upon  the  law  or 
good  fortune,  when  “patience  has  had  her  perfect 
work,”  to  do  something  with  it.  I sincerely  regret 
that  justice  compels  me  to  speak  thus  of  the  insti- 
tution as  a **bridge’^  company,  for  it  has  effected  a 
splendid  national  improvement,  to  v/hich,  however 
it  unnaturally  associated  a bank,-  and,  by  putting 
upon  the  notes  “redeemable  at  Baltimore,”  has  de- 
ceived many; 

Yours  respectfully, 

H.  NILES. 

P.  S.  To  prevent  a recurrence  of  such  unpleasant 
necessity,  I hereby  give  notice,  that  I will  not  re- 
ceive as  payment  for  the  Weekly  Registeb,  bills  of 
the  bank  of  Somersett — of  the  bank  above  named,  or 
of  the  bank  of  Elkton.*  There  are  two  or  three  more 
banks  in  Maryland  which  as  yet  “are  just  touch 
and  go.”  1 shall  publicly  name  them  by  and  bye, 
if  they  do  not  pay  their  debts. 


In  the  last  “Regusteu”  we  mentioned  the  case  of 
of  the  “Commercial  bank  of  lake  Erie,”  vs.  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  reprehended  its 
shuffling  to  a avoid  a payment  of  its  debts. 
Since  then  we  have  received  the  following  expo- 
sition of  the  directors  of  that  bank,  with  the  com- 
ments of  the  intelligent  and  independent  editor  of 
the  “Western  Herald”  (published  at  Steuben- 
ville, 0.)  upon  it  We  copy  both— the  first  as  a 
curiosity;  the  other  as  containing  very  just  views 
of  the  proceeding — And  add  a few  notes  of  our 
(Own,  which  are  enclosed  in  brackets.  Our  motto 
is— the  devil  his  due?* 

The  affair  of  this  bank,  in  itself,  is  too  trifling  for  the 
room  it  occupies — but  it  may  serve  to  shew  the 
operation  of  the  “system,”  and  serve  as  a sam- 
ple in  a hundred  cases. 

^Certain  persons  boast  that  the  bank  of  Elkton 
has  a large  sum  in  specie  on  hand.  If  the  report 
is  true,  what  must  we  think  of  it,  for  suffering  its 
notes  to  depreciate  as  they  have  done,  because 
it  does  not  pay  them.^  Yet  it  has  regularly  made 
dividends  of  vhofits,  generally  at  the  rate  of  eight 
per  cent.  I believe!  Hoes  it  pay  interest  to  its  cre- 
litorsi* — or,  like  the  rest  of  the  banks,  is  it  its prin- 
ciple  only  to  receive  interest?  Those  who  will  not 
conform  to  the  golden  rule,  (which  commands  us 
to  do  unto  others  that  which  we  require  of  them) 
should  be  compelled  to  do  it.  But  this  rule  is  the 
opposite  of  modem  banking. 
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commercial  BANK  OF  LAKE  ERIE. 

FttOM  THE  WESTERJT  HEKAET). 

From  some  cause  or  other  that  we  could  not 
discover,  the  notes  of  the  above  bank  have  for  some 
time  past  been  in  bad  credit  in  this  town  and 
neighborhood.  The  cause  we  now  find  to  be  the 
refusal  of  that  bank  to  redeem  its  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  U.  States  bank.  The  following  is  the 
statement  of  the  directors  of  said  bank,  as  copied 
from  the  *‘Ohio  Spectator”  of  the  15th  inst. 

COMMUNICATION. 

Saturday f JMay  23. 

As  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie,  has  this 
day  refused  to  pay  in  specie  a draft  made  by  the 
U.  S.  bank,  branch  of  Pittsburgh,  the  directors 
deem  it  a duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and 
tlie  public  to  assign  the  reasons  which  have  induc- 
ed them  to  adopt  tiiis  measure.  On  the  26th  inst. 
two  persons,  agents  of  the  said  bank,  came  into 
this  village  and  soon  made  known  their  business. 
On  the  opening  of  the  bank,  the  next  morning, 
they  presented  the  bills  for  payment.  The  money 
was  promptly  counted  out  in  specie;  but,  for  their 
own  reason?,  they  refused  to  count  it  over.  On 
Tuesday  they  paid  no  attention  the  business.  On 
Wednesday  they  counted  the  money,  but  were  not 
disposed  to  take  it  away.  The  directors  after- 
wards convened,  and,  after  mature  consideration 
thought  proper  to  refuse  the  delivery.*  The  rea- 
sons of  the  refusal  are,  that  we  consider  the  Unit- 
ed States’  bank  little  better  than  a great  broker’s 
office,  whose  sole  object  is  lo  make  an  unjust  spe- 
culation on  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country, 
and  to  ruin  all  other  institutions,  regardless  of  the 
injury  and  distress  which  it  may  oecasion  the  com- 
munity. (a)  So  far  from  equalizing  the  circulating 
medium  which  was  contemplated  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  institution,  it  has  had  a tendency 
only  to  embarrass  and  destroy  it.  While  the  U. 
States  bank  refuses  publicly  to  take  the  paper 
of  the  country  banks,  they  are  constantly  receiving 
the  paper  of  those  banks,  either  through  their 
agents,  by  means  of  brokers,  or  through  the  various 
branches  in  different  parts  of  the  nation,  probably 
at  a great  discount,  for  the  purpose  of  iniquitous 
speculation  and  to  destroy  those  banks.  (6) 

Tbe  destruction  of  the  country  banks  is  now  de- 
clared to  be  in  the  power,  and  avowed  as  the  ob- 
ject of  the  United  States  bank  by  their  agents,  (c) 

*[The  “delivery”  was  certainly  made,  else  the 
money  could  not  have  been  counted  by  the  agents 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  on  “mature 
consideration,”  I cannot  see  any  right  that  the  direc- 
tors had  to  seize  upon  it  expect  that  which  is  the 
rule  of  kings  and  highwaymen— -in  a power  to  do  it. 
The  cash  was  no  more  the  property  of  the  bank 
than  the  money  that  I paid  to  my  workmen  last  Sa- 
turday is  now  mine.  The  case  of  this  bank,  we  pre- 
sume, is  alluded  to  in  a late  “National  Intelligencer” 
wliich  asks  the  following  question  of  a correspond- 
ent — “Is  he  acquainted  with  the  president  of  a 
bank  in  Ohio,  who  lately  refused  to  pay  10,000  dol- 
lars, which  his  bank  owed  the  treasury,  when  de- 
manded by  an  agent  of  the  United  States  bank, 
except  by  a post  note  upon  itself;  after  having 
counted  ©ut  the  money  in  silver  dollars,  and  these 
M^ere  packed  up  and  marked — refindng  finally  to 
let  the  money  go,  or  to  return  the  bills  which 
had  been  purchased,  or  even  to  give  a certificate 
acknowledging  the  deposite — tendering  the  post 
note  a.s  the  only  payment  which  would  be  made, 
and  at  the  same  time  declaring  war  against  Die 
F'nited  States  bank  and  the  treasury'”! 
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This  avowed  hostility  of  the  United  States  bank* 
the  various  and  capricious  orders  whicli  have  been 
given  to  the  receivers  of  public  monies,  have  com- 
pelled the  country  banks  to  curtail  their  cliscoiinis, 
and  call  on  their  debtors.  By  tisus  clim'mishing  the 
circulating  medium,  and  destroying  the  credit  of 
much  of  what  is  in  circulation,  it  has  created  ex- 
treme distress  in  the  community.  T'ne  various 
branches  of  the  U.  States  bank  established  in  differ* 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  only  serve  as  instruments 
of  oppression.  While  tliey  refuse  to  accommodate 
those  citizens  who  need,  confining  their  discounts 
to  a few  great  speculators,  they  put  little  of  their 
own  money  in  circulation,  while  they  destroy  the 
credit  of  that  already  Jn  circulation,  and  prevent 
the  country  banks  fi  om  relieving  the  distress  of 
the  community,  (d) 

From  the  various  facts  there  is  little  reason  lo 
doubt  thut  some  of  the  heads  of  department  of  the 
national  government,  favor,  or  at  least  connive  at 
this  unjust  and  oppressive  speculation  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  bank,  (e)  I’he  various  orders  received 
by  the  different  collectors  and  receivers  of  the 
public  money,  prohibiting  one  from  accepting  the 
paper  which  they  authorise  another  in  the  same 
vicinity  to  Teceive;  the  small  notes  or  drafts  put 
into  circulation  by  tlie  treasury  department,  paya- 
ble at  some  of  the  branches  of  the  U.  S.  hank,  and 
which  the  agents  of  that  bank  are  instructed  not 
to  receive  in  payment; — the  fact  that  the  paymas- 
ters are  paying  tlie  troops,  at  the  western  posts,  in 
private  notes  which  will  not  be  received  in  pay- 
ment either  for  property  or  for  debts,  altogether 
admit  of  no  other  construction .j-  So  sdon  as  the 
United  States  bank  succeeds  in  draining  the  west- 
ern country  of  its  specie,  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  branches  will  be  withdrawn,  especially  if  the 
state  legislatures  attempt  to  tax  them;  Thus  re- 
moving the  specie  to  the  seaboard,  and  making 
the  western  country  tributary  to  the  great  mercan- 
tile towns,  (f) 

Under  existing  circumstances,  and  with  these 
impressions,  the  directors  of  the  Commercial 
bank  think  it  a duty  which  they  owe  to  the  com- 
munity, to  refuse  paying  in  specie  any  drafts  whicii 
may  be  made  on  them  by  tbe  United  States  bank; 
in  order,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  to  prevent 
that  bank  from  draining  our  country  of  its  specie, 
oppressing  the  public,  and  endangering  the  liberties 
of  the  nation,  (g)  The  directors  at  the  same  time 
publicly  declare  that  they  are  at  ail  times  ready 
and  willing,  and  pledge  themselves  to  the  public, 
that  they  will  pay  any  drafts  which  may  be  made 
on  them  by  individuals  or  institutions  wlio  may 
receive  their  paper  in  t'ne  course  of  business,  (h) 
either  in  specie  or  in  such  bills  or  drafts  as  will 
answer  their  purpose,  at  the  option  of  the  drawers. 

The  directors  have  not  adopted  this  course  with- 
out mature  deliberation,  and  they  conscientionsly 
believe  the  measure  necessary  tojthe  best  interests 
of  the  community,  and  earnestly  invite  other  insti- 
tutions to  adopt  a similar  cnursr.t 

ALFRED  KF.LLEV, 
NATHAN  PERRY, 

SETH  DOAN, 

GEORGE  WALLACE, 
NOBLE  H.  MERW IN. 

S WILLIAMSON, 

DAVID  LONG, 

PHll.O  1 AVLOR. 

Directors. 


[|Some  dirty  business  has  been  carried  on  in  this 
way,  and  the  officers  and  agents  guilty  of  it  ought 
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to  be  cashiered  by  the  government — or  tarred  and 
feathered,  as  in  old  times,  by  the  people.  I have 
no  patience  tvilh  such  men!  We  have  had  too 
much  of  sucli  speculation.  The  soldier’s  pittance 
must  be  honestly  p^id  to  hill).] 

[fin  banker’s  language,  I protest  against  this!  Pay 
your  debts,  gentlemen  directors.  If  you  have  not 
money  to  do  it,  go  to  work  honestly;  discharge 
supertiiious  officers  and  clerks,  and  retrench  your 
expenses;  be  civil  and  courteous  to  your  creditors; 
give  them  good  words  if  you  cannot  offer  them  the 
cash;  and  above  all,  do  not  have  the  extreme  impu- 
dence  to  give  one  cent  as  a dividend  of  profits 
whilst  any  thing  due,  and  demanded,  remains  un- 
paid. Py  such  conduct,  only,  ought  you  to  ex- 
pect to  receive  the  public  support.  “Mature  deli- 
beration” shoul  1 li*ve  taught  you  this. The 

time  is  closely  at  band  when  honest  banks  will  make 
dividends  of  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num; and  swindling  banks  will  be  annihilated;  and 
the  former,  re-acting  against  the  mammoth,  will 
keep  its  dividends  at  about  six  per  cent. — unless 
there  is  some  great  change  in  the  commercial  or 
])olitical  relations  of  the  civilized  world.  I know 

Ttl  S IS  THE  DELIBERATE  OPINION  OF  MANY  OLD  FASHI- 
ONED BANK  DIRECTORS  * Tliis  Operation  will  create 
much  temporary  distress; — but  we  must  take  the 
disagreeable  physic,  or  perish — the  community 
must  be  severally  purged,  or  its  bold  independence 
will  die. 


(a)  Tills  is  a tolerably  comfortable  way  to  get 
rid  of  paying  debts.  Because  the  directors  of  the 
Cleveland  bank  consider  the  U.  States  bank  “little 
better  than  a broker’s  shop,”  it  must  not  recover 
its  debts.  We  confess  that  we  have  hwX  little  bet- 
ter opinion  the  U.  S.  bank  than  these  patriotic 
gentlemen  have— -but  we*  rather  do  suppose,  that 
if  they  were  brokers  outright,  they  ought  not  to  be 
swindled  out  of  their  just  demands. 

{b)  This  is  an  assertion  without  proof — it  cannot 
be  tiiai  there  is  so  much  iniquity  in  that  institution 
— if  the  Cleveland  men  have  'Auy  facts  in  their  pos- 
session in  support  of  this  assertion,  ii  is  to  be  hop- 
ed they  will  favor  the  public  witli  a detail  of 
them.  Until  they  do  so,  the  public  must  look  upon 
it  as  a device  to  save  their  specie. 

[Some  things  very  much  like  those  insinuated  by 
the  directors  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  lake 
JErief  1 am  well  assured,  and  certainly  believe, 
liave  been  done  by  the  directors  and  officers  of 
many  of  the  local  banks,  in  their  individual  csvpsici- ' 
ties! — Who  have  uad  inflaence  enough  to  make  the 
banks  that  they  maiinged,  subservient  to  their  pri- 
vate speculations!!  But  wliat  of  that.^  How  can  it 
lessen  the  obiigaUon  of  the  deb  or-bank  to  pay  its 
notes.^ — What  business  it  to  know  who  is  the 
holder  of  a just  claim  upon  it.?  It  is  not  pretended 
that  tiie  United  States  bank,  or  any  of  tiiose  wh© 
conduct  it,  stole  the  notes  of  the  Corn,  bank,  and 
notning  else  toan  advice  of  such  a fact  can  ex- 
cuse it  from  paying  what  it  promised  to  pay,  on  de- 
viand.  Bank  notes  are  as  n.uch  articles  ofsale  and 
purchase  as  droves  of  liogs,  and  any  banks 
may  deal' in  them  more  innoceully  than  they  do 
many  tiiii  gs  which  are  done  by  tl,em.] 

(^c)  There  is  no  doubt  but  tiiat  the  destruction 
of  some  the  country  banks  is  in  ilie  power  of  the 
U,  States  bank;  and  it  is  also  as  true  tliat  very  ma- 
ny of  the  country  banks  are  entirely  beyond  its 
reach.  We  must  also  be  permuted  to  cl<-ubl  the 

*1  repeat  the  opinion — see  page  330,  because  * 
wish  every  one  to  remark  ii. 


correctness  of  the  assertion  that  the  destruction 
of  said  banks,  has  been  “atiowed  as  the  object  of 
the  U.  S.  bank,  by  its  agents.”  On  this  head  we 
would  be  glad  to  have  some  little  proof.  If  such 
inten  ion  be  in  reality  avowed,  the  public  should 
know  it. 

[How  is  a bank  to  be  destroyed,  if  it  pays  its 
debts.? — thads  all  to  hi  ch  is  required:  and  any  that 
will  not  pay  its  debts  should  be  declared  bankrupt, 
and  pass  “through  the  mill,”  as  many  seemingly 
honest  men  do,  and  start  fresh  again — if  the  peo- 
ple will  trust  them  again.  For  my  part,  1 wish  to 
see  a law  passed  by  the  United  Stales  and  by  every 
state,  that  any  bank,  suffering  a regular  protest  of 
its  bills  for  non-payment  in  money,  shall  be  offici- 
ally declaired  to  have  violated  its  charter.  Thus 
the  people  may  be  afforded  some  security  in  trust- 
ing them,  and  speculation  in  banks  will  die  a natu- 
ral death.] 

{d)  Tnis  BF.auniES  no  proof — we  ale  see  ane 
FEEL  THAT  IT  IS  TOO  TRUE. 

(e)  We  should  like  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
some  of  tliese  **various  facts'*  which  go  to  shew 
that  “some  of  the  heads  of  department  of  the  na- 
tional government,  favor,  or  at  least  connive  at  this 
unjust  and  oppressive  speculation  of  the  U.  S. 
bank.” — The  heads  of  department,  it  is  well  known, 
have  no  control  over  that  bank — it  is  managed  by 
directors  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate, 

and  by  the  stockholders. If  this  assertion  be 

true,  of  which  we  have  many  and  serious  doubts, 
we  ought  to  be  furnished  with  the  proof — It  is 
somewhat  remarkable  that  the  knowledge  of  so 
many  strange  things  should  be  confined  to  the  mar- 
gin of  the  lake,  and  that  the  public  generally 
should  be  ignorant  of  them. — It  is  no  new  thing, 
however,  when  the  paymfent  of  money  is  desired  to 
be  evaded,  to  blacken  the  character  of  the  credi- 
tor as  much  as  possible.,  “I  have  taken  that  ras- 
cal’s paper,”  (said  a subscriber  to  a weekly  jour- 
nal) “for  five  years— I took  it  to  encourage  the  ras- 
cal— and  he  now  has  the  impudence  to  sue  me  for 
the  money.”  It  is  thus  that  men  are  too  oftea 
treated  when  they  sidk-ior  their  otvn. 

(/)  This  would  be  a neto  thing  truly — we  would 
be  glad  these  gentry  would  tell  us  whether  this 
has  not  always  been  the  case,  and  whether  their 
conduct  has  any  tendency  to  bring  about  a differ- 
ent state  of  thiorigs. 

■ (^)  Here  comes  a new  charge — It  now  appears 
that  the  honest  demands  of  the  U.  S,  government 
to  have  its  funds  converted  from  bank  notes  into 
specie,  is  about  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the 
nation!!!  And  like  good  patriots,  the  Cleveland  di- 
rectors will  keep  their  cash,  just  to  preserve  the  li- 
berties of  the  nation — nothing  in  the  world  else. 

(A)  And  did  not  the  United  States  receive  the 
notes  of  this  bank  in  the  way  of  business.?  They 
were  taken  in  payment  for  lands  and  internal  taxes. 
— But  the  government,  and  every  thing  appertain- 
ing to  it,  is  to  be  denounced,  because  they  exercise 
tiie  privilege  whidi  every  individual  in  the  com- 
muniy  exercifies — that  of  changing  their  funds  into 
such  kinds  of  money  as  will  answer  their  purpose. 

Our  sentiments  regarding  the  U.  S.  bank  are  suf- 
ficiently .known — we  believe  that  bank  to  be  wjicoji- 

siitutional we  beli've  it  to  be  an  engine  that 

may  be  converted  to  the  worst  purpose.s — inasmuch 
as  its  tendency  is  to  array  the  w’eallhy  and  the  spe- 
culating part  of  the  community  against  the  poor 
and  industrious— and  inasmuch  as  it  tends  to  create 
and  unite  the  wealth  of  ihe  nation  into  an  aristo- 
cracy wiiich  one  .’ay  or  other  may  sap  the  founda- 
tion of  our  freedom.  But  whatever  may  be  our 
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opinion  regarding  it,  however  mucK  we  may  desire 
to  see  it  overthrown  and  extinguished,  we  cannot 
consent  to  pass  over  in  silence  the  conduct  of  any 
institution,  who,  with  the  money  in  its  vaults,  re- 
fuses to  pay  its  just  debts.  One  man’s  iniquity  is 
no  excuse  for  that  of  another.  Let  the  state  banks 
act  honestly  and  uprightly,  and  public  opinion  will 
be  in  their  favor— let  them  resort  to  shuffling  ex- 
cuses and  insinuations  and  prevarications,  and  the 
people  will  begin  to  believe  that  one  bank  would  be 
as  bad  as  another,  had  it  the  same  power. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  bu- 
siness should  be  considered.  The  U.  States  now 
take  in  payments  for  land,  the  paper  of  about  a 
dozen  hanks  in  the  state.  If  the  government  deem 
it  probable  that  those  banks  will  follow  the  exam- 
ple they  are  called  upon  to  imitate,  it  will  imme- 
diately rescind  its  instructions,  and  continue  to  I’e 
ceive  specie  or  tJ.  S.  banknotes  only,  inpayments 
for  land.  We  are  convinced  that  the  government 
are  disposed  to  extend  every  reasonable  indulgence 
to  the  public  creditor~but  if  our  banka  are  to  con- 
sider it  a matter  of  patriotism  to  refuse  redeeming 
their  paper,  t*  e government  will  look  to  their  own 
security,  and  refuse  to  take  it. 


Illegitimate  Rag-manufacturers. 

Since  our  catalogue  of  frauds  last  week,  spring- 
ing from  excessive  banking,  we  have  the  following: 

A Plattsburg  paper  of  June  27,  contains  an  account 
of  the  condemnation  of  two  persons  for  dealing  in 
forged  notes.  One  of  them  had  an  assortment  of 
wares  and  several  new  articles.  He  had  no  less 
than  TWEN  I'Y  different  kinds  of  notes,  some  of 
them  said  o be  “well  executed!’* 

A JYero  York  paper  of  the  10th  inst.  notices  the 
arrest  of  a fellow  at  Brooklyn,  with  above  1700 
dollars  in  counterfeit  notes. 

The  Baltimore  Telegrapli,  of  yesterday,  has  the 
following  “caution.” — “A  letter  has  been  received 
by  one  of  the  police  officers  of  this  city,  apprising 
him  of  the  apprehension  in  New  York,  of  an  old  of 
fender,  having  no  less  than  80,000  dollars  of  coun- 
terfeit money  in  his  possession,  principally  of  souih- 
em  banks — He  further  informs  that  when  the  cul- 
prit left  Canada,  two  accomplices  left  therefor 
Baltimore,  with  large  sums  of  counterfeit  paper  on 
the  Baltimore  and  southern  banks.  This  informa- 
tion may  be  relied  on,  and  the  public  are  desired  to 
examine  strictly  bank  bills  before  receiving  them.” 
(Xlj^From  what  we  have  lately  seen  and  heard,  it 
may  fairly  be  estimated  that  more,  much  more, 
perhaps,  than  a million  of  dollars  in  counterfeit  and 
altered  notes,  have  very  recently  been  manufactured 
If  suffered  to  circulate,  the  loss  will,  nine  times  in 
ten,  fall  upon  that  part  of  the  community  which  is 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Farmers,  mechanics,  manufac- 
turers and  laborers — all  you  -loho  -tuork  with  your  hands 
for  a living, — refuse,  absolutely  refuse,  to  receive 
the  bills  of  banks  with  which  you  are  unacquaint- 
ed, [unless  you  know  of  whom  you  receive  them.* 
Your  own  safety  requires  this — and,  besides,  you 
will  thereby  do  a great  service  to  your  country,  by 
checking  the  unjust  profits  of  speculators  in  the 
stocks  of  real  banks,  by  reducing  their  dividends, 
wliich  materially  depend  upon  an  ability  to  keep  out 
their  paper.  And  thus,  perhaps,  we  may,  in  due 
season,  rectify  the  banks  that  are,  and  prevent  the 
establishment  of  new  ones. 


*You  can  easily  do  this — the  product  of  your  la- 
bor, generally  speaking,  be  /lad— it  is  a real 
dne  qua  7ion. 


Letters  from  Europe. 

COMMUNICATED  EOH  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTEIl. 

PICTURE  OF  ENGLAND. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  intelligent  gentleman  in 
London  to  his  friend  in  Baltimore,  dated  23d  Apvi:, 

1818. 

“Mr. and  wife  have  taken  their  passage  ’ 

for  Baltimore,  to  sail  in  a few  days — they  cannot 
live  in  this  distressed  country,  which  thousands  are 
quiting  for  the  same  reason.  NTinety  thousand  Eng- 
lish families  are  now  residing  in  France  because 
they  cannot  subsist  in  England,  exclusive  of  the 
great  numbers  emigrating  to  America. — The  re- 
turns to  parliament  of  the  number  of  people  in 
England  and  Wales  made  this  present  session,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  new  churches,  shews  that 
our  population  has  decreased  more  than  half  a mil- 
lion since  the  last  census  in  1810.  Tliis  is  exclusive 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Our  poor  rates  have  in- 
creased during  the  present  reign  of  George  the 
third,  from  seven  hundred  thousand  to  eicTht  mil- 
lion and  a half  per  annum,  and  the  king’s  taxes 
have  increased  since  the  commencement  of  the  first 
American  war,  in  1773,  from  seven  millions  to  six- 
ty six  millions  a year,  exclusive  of  the  income  tax 
and  the  additional  war  taxon  malt,  which  are  now 
repealed,  and  still  our  revenue  is  fourteen  millions 
a year  short  of  our  expenditure,  which  has  been 
provided  for  since  the  peace  with  France,  by  an  an- 
nual  issue  of  exchequer  bills,  the  interest  of  which 
is  two  millions  and  a half  per  annum,  exclusive  of 
forty  six  millions  per  annum  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lie  taxes  as  interest  for  the  funded  debt.  Our  nati- 
onal debt,  funded  and  unfunded,  being  near  twelve 
hundred  millions.  All  this  you  will  find  to  be  cor- 
rect by  referring  to  the  journals  of  our  house  of 
commons  ! ! I The  number  of  criminals  committed 
for  trial  each  year  have  increased  in  the  last  seven 
years  from  five  to  fourteen  thousand  per  annum.*— 
This  is  the  real  state  of  England,  and  leads  to  a 
conclusion  universally  adopted,  that  we  are  not  ve- 
ry remote  from  some  great  convulsion.  If  you 
were  to  abolish  slavery  in  America,*  which  religion, 
justice,  morality  and  every  feeling  of  the  human 

*We  should  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  this  philan- 
thopist  if  he  would  tell  us  how  to  “abolish  slavery 
in  America,”  consistent  with  the  safety  and  happi- 
ness of  the  two  parties  interested  in  this  last  ves- 
tige of  our  colonial  state— except  by  the  progress 
of  liberal  principles  and  ?ts  ^ccom^SkX\y\r\'g practice, 
as  existing  and  extending  through  the  United 
States?  It  is  much  easier  to  reprehend  evil  than 
point  out  a plan  to  remove  it.  As  a people,  we  Jtad 
no  hand  in  introducing  slavery — the  introduction 
came  from  a policy  truly  ami  it  has  seriously 

puzzled  the  wisest  heads  and  best  iiearts  in  Ame- 
rica to  devise  a scheme  justly  to  end  its  miseries, 
even  at  a distant  day.  A sudden  emancipation  of 
the  slaves,  in  their  present  unenlightened  and  im- 
provident condition,  would  no  more  be  an  act  of 
real  justice  or  mercy  to  them,  than  to  the  while  po- 
pulation of  the  southern  states.  Every  body  feels 
the  pressure  of  the  tnisfortune which  Great  Britain 
has  entailed  upon  us — but  no  one  tells  us  how  to 
relieve  ourselves  of  it,  as  applicable  to  those  por- 
tions of  our  country  where  it  is  chiefly  suffered.  In 
,'iU  tlie  states  north  of  the  Delaware,  slavery  is  abo- 
lished; and  in  those  south  of  it,  many  are  engageti 
to  check  its  increase  (from  natural  causes,)  by  en- 
couraging the  liberation  of  individuals,  and  by  pro- 
tecting those  entitled  to  freedomi  wjlh  considera 
ble  success:  Edituh 
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heiirt  commands,  I should  think  you  the  favored 
pation  of  Heaven” 

PICTURE  OF  FRANCE. 

£^y:tractofa  letter  from  an  American  in  Europe  to  his 
frierul  in  Baltimore. 

I left  P'rance  in  perfect  tranquility  and  she  must 
remain  so  as  long  as  foreign  troops  are  there  to  re- 
strain her  revolutionary  inhabitants.  Their  quiet 
is  insecure,  and  must  only  be  temporary;  for  their 
distinguishing  traits  of  character  will  always  be  the 
dance,  and  their  inconstancy  and  love  of  novelty  will 
predominate.  Independent  of  this  ruling  princi- 
ple, those  of  the  nation  who  possess  a spirit  of  pa- 
triotism,  a real  loye  of  country  and  the  least  spark 
of  sensibility,  must  feel  their  disgraceful  andhumi. 
liating  situation,  and  burn  \yith  a generous  ardor 
to  loose  the  shackles  which  bind  them  in  the  most 
abject  slavery,  and  inflict  retribution  on  their  op- 
pressors. 

The  day  that  Prance  rises  in  her  might  to  over- 
throw the.  mercenary  slaves  who  pollute  her  soil, 
may  also  be  distingui.shed  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
Komhons; — hated  at  home,  and  despised  abroad, 
lliey  poqs/:s?  not  a single  qualification  that  can 
clairn  admiration  or  interest  alFectiou. 


Iridiaii  W ar. 

St.  S,'cphen*s,  June  6.  By  the  politepess  of  Dr, 
Breuaugn,  one  of  general  Jackson’s  staff,  who 
reached  this  place  last  evening,  we  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  our  readers  the  following  general  order.' 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  are  in  full  force  at 
Pensacola — a custom  house  established,  and  cap- 
tain Gadsden  appointed  collector. 

Bead  quarters,  division,  of  the  south. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Barancas,  May  29,  1818, 

Fellow  soldiers — You  were  called  into  the  field  to 
punish  savages  and  negroes,  who  had,  in  a sangui- 
nary maimer,  used  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife, 
upon  our  helpless  citizens  on  the  frontier.  You 
hav  » pursued  them  to  Mikasuky,  St  Marks,  Su- 
wanneVj  and  lately  tp  this  place,  through  an  unex- 
plored wilderness,  encountering  immense  difficul- 
ties and  privations,  which  you  met  with  the  spirit 
pf  American  soldiers,  without  a murmur.  Your 
general  anticipated  a close  of  tlie  campaign,  on  his 
return  to  fort  Gadsden;  and  hailed  the  hour  with 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  Heaven,  at  the  prospect  of 
relieving  you  from  your  labors,  by  placing  you  in 
quarters  and  returning  you  to  your  homes.  But 
bow  g^reat  was  the  disappointment,  when  he  heard 
of  tlie  recent  murders  committed  on  the  Alabama, 
by  a party  of  the  enemy  from  Pensacola,  where  they 
v/ere  furnished  with  provisions  and  ammunition  by 
a friendly  power.  Under  tiiis  state  of  things,  you 
were  marched  here,  encountering  difficulties  which 
you  alone  can  properly  appreciate.  Meeting  on 
ilie  way  the  protestor  the  governor  of  West  Flori- 
da, threatening  to  employ  force  if  we  did  not  im- 
mediately eyacuate  the  country,  this  new  and  un- 
expected enemy  was  soon  taught  to  feel  the  impo- 
tence of  Ifis  threats.  You  entered  Pensacola  with- 
out opposition,  and  the  strong  fortress  of  the  Ba- 
rancas  could  hold  out  but  one  day  against  your 
determined  courage.  Your  general  cannot  help 
admiring  the  spirit  and  military  zeal  manifested, 
when  it  was  signified  that  a resort  to  storming 
would  be  necessary,  and  would  do  injustice  to  his 
own  feelings,  did  he  not  particularly  notice  the 
ju'lgment  di.splayed  by  his  ai.l-de-camp,  captain 
Gadsden,  of  engineers,  in  the  selection  of  the  posi- 
tions for  the  batteries;  and  the  gallantry  of  his  se- 
cond aid,  capt.  Call}  and  capt.  Young  of  the  topo- 


graphical engineers,  in  aiding  him  to  erect  the 
works  under  the  fire  of  heavy  batteries,  within  400 
yards;  as  well  as  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  capt. 
Peters,  lieutenants  Minton  and  Spencer,  in  the  di- 
rection and  management  of  the  9-pounder;  and 
that  of  lieutenants  Sands  and  Scallan,  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  howitzer. 

Capt,  M’lveever,  ofthe  navy,  merits,  (as  he  has 
on  several  occasions)  my  warmest  thank.s  for  his 
zealous  co-operation  and  activity  in  landing  two  of 
his  guns,  (should  an  additional  battering  train  have 
been  necessary)  and  gallantly  offering  to  lay  his 
vessel  befox’e  the  water  battery,  in  the  event  of 
storming  the  upper  works;  his  officers  and  crew 
deserve  his  confidence. 

The  general  assigns  to  col.  King  the  command  of 
Pensacola  and  its  dependencies,  and  that  part  of 
the  7th  department  lying  west  of  the  Appalachi- 
cola  dnd  Chattahoochie  rivers,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered by  gen.  Gaines.  The  colonel  will  take  mea- 
sures to  have  the  volunteers  now  at  Pensacola  re- 
lieved, preparatory  to  their  return  march.  The 
Tennessee  volunteers  will  be  rationed  for  five  days, 
and  will  forthwith  move  for  fort  Montgomery, 
where  they  will  receive  further  orders. 

The  general  in  taking  leave  of  col.  King  and  his 
command,  tenders  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  an 
affectionate  farewell.  By  order, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  adj.  gen. 

Head-quarters,  division  of  the  south. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  29  miles  west  of 
Pensacola,  May  31,  1818. 

Captain  M’GIrt,  of  the  territory  of  Alabama,  i.s 
authorised  and  instructed  to  raise  a company  of 
volunteer  mounted  men  for  the  period  of  six  months 
unless  sooner  discharged,  to  consist  of  two  subal- 
terns and  sixty  privates,  tp  be  under  his  command 
as  captain.  As  soon  as  captain  M’Girt  raises  tliirty 
men,  he  will  proceed  directly  to  Perdido,  and 
scour  the  country  between  it  and  Mobile  and  Pen- 
sacola, putting  to  death  ^very  hostile  warrior  that 
may  be  found,  preserving  the  women  and  children, 
and  delivering  them  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Pensacola.  The  subalterns  will  be  left  to  raise 
the  balance  of  the  company,  and  \yill  immediately 
join  him  at  Pensacola,  where  the  officer  command- 
ing will  be  instructed  to  regularly  muster  them 
into  service. 

Captain  Boyle,  of  the  said  territory,  is  in  like 
manner  instructed  and  authorised  to  raise  a com- 
pany, and  will  proceed  with  captain  M’Girt  oq 
raising  thirty  men,  to  aid  in  executing  the  wishes 
of  the  major  general,  leaving  his  subalterns  to 
raise  the  balance  of  his  company,  who  will  be  in- 
structed to  join  him  at  Pensacola,  and  be  muster- 
ed into  service. 

These  companies  qn  reaching  Pensacola  will  be 
furnished  with  provisions  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, and  will  then  proceed  to  scour  the  country 
between  Escambia  and  Appalachicola  rivers,  des- 
troying any  hos tiles  as  above  directed,  and  on 
their  application  at  forts  Gadsden  or  Scott,  provi- 
sions will  be  issued  to  them  by  the  respective  com- 
manding officers.  By  order, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  adjutant  general. 

Head- quarters,  division  of  the  south, 

Pensacola,  May  29th,  1818. 

Major  gen.  Andrew  Jackson  has  found  it  necessa- 
ry to  take  possession  of*  Pensacola.  He  has  not  been 
prompted  to  this  measure  from  a wish  to  extend 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  U.  States,  or  from  aoy 
unfriendly  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  American  re- 
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public  to  the  Spanish  government. — The  Seminole 
Indians,  inhabiting  the  territories  of  Spain,  have 
for  more  than  two  years  past,  visited  our  frontier 
settlers  with  all  the  horrors  of  savage  massacre — 
helpless  women  have  been  butchered,  and  the  cra- 
dle stained  with  the  blood  of  innocence.  These 
atrocities,  it  was  expected,  would  have  early  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government, 
and  faithful  to  existing  treaties,  speedy  measures 
adopted  to  their  suppression. 

The  obligation  to  restrain  them  was  acknow- 
ledged; but  weakness  vyas  alleged  with  a concession, 
that  so  far  from  being  able  to  control,  the  Spanish 
authorities  were  often  compelled  from  policy  or 
necessity  to  issue  munitions  of  war  to  these  sava- 
ges, thus  enabling,  if  not  exciting  them,  to  raise 
the  tomahawk  against  us.  The  immutable  laws  of 
self-defence,  therefore,  compelled  the  American 
government  to  take  possession  of  such  parts  of  the 
Tlorldas  in  which  the  Spanish  authority  could  not 
be  maintained.  Pensacola  was  found  in  this  situa- 
tion, and  will  be  held  until  Spain  can  furnish  mili- 
tary strength  sufficient  to  enforce  existing  treaties. 
Spanish  subjects  will  be  respected;  Spanish  laws 
will  govern  in  all  cases  affecting  property  and  per- 
son; a free  toleration  to  all  religions  guaranteed, 
and  trade  alike  free  to  all  nations. 

Col.  King  will  assume  the  command  of  Pensaco- 
la, as  military  and  civil  governor. 

The  Spanish  laws,  so  far  as  they  affect  personal 
rights  and  property,  will  be  enforced.  Cbl.  King 
will  take  possession  of  the  archives  of  the  province, 
and  appoint  some  confidential  individual  to  pre- 
serve them.  It  is  all  important  that  the  records 
of  titles  and  property  should  be  carefully  secured. 
He  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  the 
landed  property  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  have  possession  taken  of  it.  The  claims  of 
properly  within  the  range  of  gun  shot  of  fort  Car- 
los de  Burancas  will  be  scrupulously  examined  in- 
to, and  should  they  prove  valid,  a rent  allowed, 
but  possession  in  no  wise  given.  This  property  is 
necessary  to  the  United  States,  and  under  its  laws 
may  be  held,  an  equivalent  being  paid. 

The  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be 
established,  and  capt,  Gadsden  is  appointed  to  act. 
as  collector,  with  full  powers;  nominate  such  sub- 
officers  as,  in  his  opinion,  will  be  necessary  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  impo.^sed  on  him. 
He  will  apply  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola  for 
military  aid  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  necessary 
to  correct  attempts  at  illicit  trade. 

(Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  general  commanding. 

To  the  patriotism  of  the  young  men  on  Tombeckbef  / 

Captain  M’Girt  will  leave  a confidential  subal- 
tern at  Dale’s  Ferry,  on  the  Alabama,  in  readiness 
to  accept  the  services  of  all  who  may  feel  disposed 
to  protect  the  frontier  from  the  depredations  of 
those  hordes  of  outlying  savages  that  infest  the 
frontier.  It  is  hoped  that  this  appeal  to  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  citizens  will  not  be  made  in  vain— 
that  noble  spirit  of  the  Alabamians  will  be  arous- 
ed on  this  occasion,  and  that  every  young  man  v.-iio 
has  a horse  will  immediately  repair  to  the  rendez- 
vous. 

The  Spanish  governor  at  Pensacola,  with  his 
suite  and  the  late  garrison  of  the  place  arrived  ai 
Havanna  on  the  23th  ult.  in  two  cartels.  They 
were  received  as  American  vessels,  but  the  govern 
ment  there  would  not  acknowledge,  the  truce. 
Their  arrival  caused  some  bustle  and  much  anx- 


iety; but  it  was  believed  that  no  hostile  measures 
would  be  adopted. 

CAPrTtriATlOX  OF  PENSACOLA. 

Proposals  which  the  civil  and  military  command- 
ant of  the  province  of  West  Florida  makes  to 
his  excellency  Andrew  Jackson,  general  in  chief 
of  the  American  army  before  the  fbrt  St.  Charles, 
Baraimas. 

1st.  The  fort  of  Barancas  will  be  delivered  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  under  the  follov/- 
ing  conditions. 

Approved— -with  the  exceptions  made  opposite, 
each  article,  and  possession  given  at  one  o’clock 
P.  M.  this  day. 

2d.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Barancas  will 
march  out  to  be  transported  to  Havanna,  on  the  day 
and  hour  which  shall  be  agreed  upon,  with  all  the 
honors  of  war,  drums  beating,  and  witli  their  arass 
and  baggage.  Those  in  the  employ  of  the  royal 
financeand  of  the  department  connected  therewith, 
shall  also  be  transported  to  the  same  destination. 

Answer— A roster  shall  be  furnished  of  all  the 
military  and  civil  officers  of  the  garrison  of  fort 
Barancas— the  troops  to  march  out  as  expressed 
in  the  article,  their  arms  to  be  stacked  at  the  foot 
of  the  glacis,  and  left  in  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  until  the  day  of  einbarcation,  when  they 
will  be  returned. 

3d.  The  commandant  of  the  province  and  the 
officers  of  his  staff,  of  the  artillery,  engineers,  the 
officers  and  troops,  shall  carry  with  them  their 
arms  and  personal  effects,  and  shall  also  have  the 
liberty  of  disposing  of  their  property  of  every  kind, 
with  perfect  security  to  the  purchasers. 

Answer — All  titles  of  property  legally  derived 
from  the  crown  of  Spain  will  be  respected. 

4th.  The  garrison  shall  be  embarked  for  account 
of  the  United  States.  Every  person  of  the  milita- 
ry class  orof^  the  royal  finance,  shall  receive,  dur- 
ing the  passage,  such  rations  as  are  allowed  to 
every  gr.ade  by  the  regulations  of  Spain. 

Approved— so  far  as  relates  to  the  transportation 
of  the  garrison  and  Spanish  rations  allowed;  pro- 
vided, they  do  not  exceed  the  American  ration,  ir> 
which  case  the  American  ration  only  will  be  allow- 
ed. 

5th.  A competent  number  of  vessels  sh.all  be 
furnished  for  embarking  the  personal  effects,  pa- 
pers and  other  property  belonging  to  the  commaiw 
dant,  officers  and  otliers  in  the  royal  employ,  and 
particularly  the  papers  of  the  secretary’s  offic(i  of 
the  government  existing  in  Pensacola,  those  of  the 
department  of  the  royal  finance,  and  of  the  civil 
and  military  employs.  These  papers  shallnoi.be 
subjected  to  any  inspection  or  recognizance  under 
the  pledge  of  their  containing  nothing  foreign  to 
the  functions  of  the  said  persons. 

Approved— an  esirmate  of  the  necessary  trans- 
portation to  be  furnished  agreeably  to  established 
usage. 

6th.  The  sick,  wounded,  and  all  those  who  are 
now  or  may  fall  sick,  previous  to  the  ernbarcatiou 
of  the  troops  for  the  Havanna,  shall  he  maimained 
by  the  government  of  tlje  United  Slates  uoSl  cur- 
ed, and  shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  the  rest 
of  the  garrison:  those  who  are  in  a situation  rludl 
be  embarked  at  the  same  time  with  it,  uad  s!i;di  be 
under  the  care  of  and  attended  by  < he  surgeon  .ntd 
other  individuals  of  theSpanis!)  miatary  hospital 
Approved. 

7th.  The  garrison  of  Pensaco'n  and  Lite  p;  isou 
ers  as  also  those  in  the  employ  of  l!u;  ro-.-al  h mucC: 
shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the  garrisou  r 
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Barancas,  and  shall  likewise  be  transported  to  Ha- 
vana, uniting  the  former  to  the  latter,  and  all  shall 
be  lodged  111  the  quarters  they  previously  occupi- 
ed in  Pensacola,  until  the  moment  of  embarcation 
for  the  port  of  Havanna. 

Approved— an  estimate  of  the  necessary  trans- 
portation  to  be  furnished  and  included  in  the  es- 
timate for  the  garrison  effort  Barancas. 

8th.  During  their  permanence  the  United  States 
will  furnish  to  the  king’s  store  keeper,  under  the 
requisite  documents  from  the  royal  officers,  such 
articles  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  or  are  not  in 
the  king’s  stores,  to  complete  the  rations  of  the 
troops,  dependants,  those  in  the  king’s  employ,  and 
their  families,  the  re-imb'^-sement  thereof  remain- 
ing subject  to  the  decisioti  of  the  governments  of 
Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Answer— An  inventory  of  the  provisions  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spanish  commissary,  to  be  forthwith 
furnished.  The  rations  allowed  subject  to  the  limi- 
tations of  the  4th  article, 

9th.  The  provisions  actually  exisdng  in  the  king’s 
store  of  Pensacola  and  Barancas,  shall  be  transport- 
ed to  the  former  in  order  that  they  may  serve  for 
the  said  supply  of  rations. 

Approved. 

lOth.  A duplicate  inventory  shall  be  formed  by 
the  store  keeper,  and  such  ofiicer  of  artillery,  as  the 
commandant  of  this  corps  may  name,  and  such 
other  as  maybe  appointed  by  the  general  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  of  the  artillery,  pow- 
der, military  stores  and  other  effects  belonging  to 
this  department  in  Pensacola  and  Barancas. 

Approved — Major  Peters  of  the  artillery,  is  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  American  government, 

11.  Persons  and  property  shall  be  respected,  con- 
cessions and  sales  of  land  made  by  the  competent 
authorities  shall  be  valid  and  guaranteed  by  the 
American  govermnentj,  at  whatever  time  they  may 
have  been  made  until  the  date  hereof. 

Answer— all  titles  legally  derived  from  the  crown 
of  Spain,  prior  to  this  date,  guaranteed  and  respect- 
ed. 

12tb.  The  commandant  of  engineers  shall  name 
an  officer,  who  with  another  whom  the  general  of 
tne  American  army  may  appoint,  shall  form  a du- 
plicate inventory  of  the  number  and  state  of  the 
royal  edifices,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  stated  for 
the  department  of  artillery. 

Approved— Lieut.  Sands,  of  the  artillery,  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  American  government. 

13th.  The  military  officers  and  those  in  the  ser- 
vice of  all  and  the  several  departments,  may  em- 
bark with  them  their  wives,  children  and  slaves,  in 
which  number  are  to  be  included  the  families  of 
these  classes  vvho  may  be  absent.  Those  who  have 
property  to  dispose  of,  or  affairs  to  settle,  may  re- 
main the  time  necessary  for  this  purpose.  The 
American  authority  shall  afford  them  every  protec- 
tion during  their  permanence,  and  they  shall  enjoy 
the  same  privilege  witli  the  rest  of  the  garrison  in 
their  embarcation  for  Havanna  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

Inadmissable— sofaras  it  regards  transportation 
being  allowed  to  the  families  of  those  officers  not 
'(■jresent,  and  servants  not  attending  upon  the  offi- 
v.ei’s  and  the  families.  Those  individuals  disposed 
\o  remain  in  the  I'loridas,  will  be  respected  and 
protected,  in  all  civil  and  personal  rights,  and  if 
not  eu  tran.sportation  allowed  at  the 

])rcsent  period,  they  must  furnish  their  own  at  a. 
iuture  period. 

14th.  'Die  store  keeper  general  shall  form  an  in- 
> gntory  of  the  small  vessels  and  craft,  and  of  the 


other  effects  under  his  cliarsre  in  the  same  way  as 
stated  for  the  department  of  artillery. 

Approved — Lieut.  Parkhurst,  Q.  M.  of  artillery, 
apy>ointedon  behalf  of  the  American  government. 

15th.  The  officers  and  troops  of  this  garrison, 
with  their  equipage,  shall  be  transported  to  Pensa- 
cola, where  they  shall  remain  as  already  stated 
until  embarked  for  Havanna. 

Approved. 

17th.  Tiie  Alabama  chief  with  his  family  now  in 
this  fort,  and  who  has  been  reported  to  major 
Young,  shall  be  included  in  this  capitulation,  and 
transported  to  Havanna. 

Approved — His  name  to  be  entered  in  an  article, 
and  the  Spanish  government  guaranteeing  that  he 
never  returns  to  the  Floridas. 

I8th.  The  catholic  religion,  its  ministers,  and  the 
free  exercise  shall  be  maintained. 

Answer — A free  toleration  to  all  religions  grant- 
ed, 

19th.  The  capitulation  is  made  under  the  confi- 
dence that  the  general  of  the  American  troops  will 
comply  with  his  offer  of  returning  integrally  this 
province  in  the  state  in  vvliich  he  received  it,  as 
stated  in  his  official  letter. 

Approved — And  the  restoration  made  under  the 
conditions  expressed  in  general  Jackson’s  commu- 
nication to  the  governor  of  Pensacola  on  the  23d 
May,  1818. 

20ih.  If  any  doubt  should  arise  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  capitulation,  they 
shall  be  construed  in  the  manner  most  favorable  to 
the  Spanish  garrison. 

Answer — The  above  articles  to  be  interpreted 
agreeably  to  their  literal  and  expressed  meaning. 

21st.  The  present  capitulation  shall  be  signed 
and  exchanged  by  the  general  of  the  American 
army,  and  the  commandant  of  this  province  a.s 
soon  as  possible  and  at  latest  by  5 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  each  returning  their  respective  original. 

Approved. 

Fort  of  St.  Charles,  Barancas,  28th  May,  1818, 
7 o’clock  in  the  morning. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Masot, 

(Signed)  Andrew  Jackson, 

JMaj.  Gen.  GonuVg, 

Additional  articles  which  are  to  have  the  same 
force  as  the  primary,  and  extended  in  compliance 
with  what  has  been  agreed  upon. 

1st.  The  name  required  of  the  Alabama  chief  is 
Opayhola.  The  commandant  of  this  province  en- 
gages in  the  name  of  his  government,  that  the 
said  chief  shall  never  return  to  the  Floridas. 

Approved. 

2d.  If  any  vessels  of  war  of  his  catholic  majesty 
desiined  for  this  port,  should  arrive  with  a supply 
of  provisions  or  money,  they  shall  be  freely  admit- 
ted, as  well  as  Spanish  merchant  vessels. 

Approved. 

St.  Charles,  Barancas,  28th  may,  1818,  5 o’clock, 
P.  M. 

(Signed)  .Toseph  Mas^t, 

(Signed)  Andrcw  Jackson, 

jyiag.  Gen.  ConuVg. 

From  the  J^ational  Jntelligencer,  of  WedQiesday  last 
— Despatches  were  received  at  the  war  department 
yesterday  from  genei'al  Jackson.  The  bearer,  Mr 
kambly,  reached  the  city  on  Monday  night,  and 
would  have  been  here,  he  informs  us,  some  days 
earlier,  but  for  detentions  on  the  road  arising  from 
the  irregularity  of  the  stages  on  some  parts  of  tlte 
line.  General  Jackson’s  letters  have  been  forward- 
ed to  the  president,  and  their  contents  of  course  afe 
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unknown  to  us;  but  we  understand,  generally,  that 
they  embrace  a full  account  of  his  proceedings  in 
the  south,  4own  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards 
from  Pensacola,  and  that  the  facts  they  disclose  form 
a most  ample  justification  of  his  conduct  in  the  Spanish 
territory. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Mississippi  State  Gazette. 
Sir— As  the  general  impression  is,  that  general 
Jackson  has,  on  his  own  responsibility,  tried,  shot 
and  hung  the  noted  Arbuthnot,  and  his  bompanion 
in  villany,  perhaps  a list  o.f  the  officers  composing 
the  general  court  martial  which  sentenced  them  to 
death,  would  be  gratifying  to  your  readers,  parti- 
cularly as  it  discovers  great  prudence  in  the  com- 
manding, general  by  selecting  a court  so  respecta- 
ble both  for  rank  and  intelligence: 

Major  general  Gaines,  President"^ 

Members.  j 

Colonel  King  I 

Lt.  colonel  Arbuckle  >Regu.lar  army 

Major  Twiggs  [ 

Captain  Vashan  I 

Captain  Gadsden  J 

Lt.  Colonel  Gibson  “1 
Lt,  Colonel  Dyer  | 

Lt,  Colonel  Williams  ^-Volunteers 
Lt.  Colonel  Elliot 
Captain  Crittenden  J 

Lieutenant  Vassell,  Recorder. 

There  was  a full  court  of  thirteen  members,  but 
I have  forgotten  the  names  of  the  others.  An  offi- 
cer just  from  the  fort  at  St.  Marks  informs  me  that 
the  papers  found  in  the  possession  of  those  exciters 
of  Indian  barbarities  was  proof  (positive)  of  their 
being  the  instigators  of  the  Seminole  war.  H C. 

Fjmm  the  Milledyeville  Refiector — The  editor  is 
indebted  to  Isaac  Bailey,  esq.  of  Jefferson,  Camden 
county,  for  the  following  intelligence,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  a gentleman  at  fort  Albert. — “On  the 
14th  inst.  a company  of  white  men,  about  twenty 
in  number,  coming  from  the  Alochawa  with  alarge 
drove  of  cattle,  had  a skirmish  with  a party  of  hos- 
tile Indians,  in  which  one  white  man  (Garret  Vin- 
zeant)  and  five  Indians  were  killed.” 

The  JSTashville  Clarion,  of  June  16,  says — A gen- 
tleman immediately  from  the  army  states,  that  gen. 
Jackson  having  obtained  full  proof  that  the  Spanish 
authorities  at  Pensacola  had  been  active  in  foment- 
ing the  Seminole  war,  had  issued  ammunition  and 
rations  to  the  hostile  Indians,  and  had  made  that 
post  a kind  of  rallying  point  for  them,  whilst  vessels 
bearing  the  American  flag,  loaded  with  provisions 
for  his  suffering  troops,  were  forbidden  to  pass  up 
the  Escambia,  he  determined  to  prevent  the  re- 
newal of  the  scenes  of  carnage  and  savage  barbari- 
ty heretofore  witnessed  on  the  frontier  (which 
were  to  be  expected  as  soon  as  the  army  was  dis- 
banded) by  first  removing  the  Spaniards  from  the 
country.  With  a part  of  the  army  he  proceeded  to 
effect  this  object;  he  was  fired  on  by  the  garrison, 
and  two  of  his  men  killed.  He  immediately  in- 
vested the  fort,  which  after  a tremendous  cannon- 
ade surrendered.  The  general  obtained  an  im- 
mense number  of  field  pieces,  small  arms,  and  am- 
munition. He  garrisoned  the  fort,  and  sent  the  Spa- 
nish governor  &c.  to  Cuba. 

The  arrival  of  the  American  troops  at  Pensacola 
was  hailed  with  joy  by  the  inhabitants.  Real  pro- 
perty rose  in  three  days,  three  hundred  per  cent. 

The  time  consumed  in  repairing  the  works  at 
Pensacola — arranging  the  government,  &c.  will  de- 
lay the  return  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  their  homes 
a^few  days.  Gen.  Jackson  is  with  the  volunteers 


and  will  be  in  Columbia  about  the  25th  inst.  where 
he  means  to  discharge  and  pay  them  off.  On  the 
3d  inst  he  was  at  Fort  Montgomery, 

From  the  Savannah  Republican.  The  Creek  Indians 
have  lately  had  a meeting,  and  determined  to  abide 
the  decision  of  the  general  government,  relative 
to  the  attack  upon  the  Chehaws. 

From  the  same.  On  the  day  previous  to  the  at- 
tack on  Pensacola  the  governor  warned  Jackson 
not  to  advance,  accompanied  with  a threat  that 
foi’ce  would  be  employed  against  him,  if  he  did  not 
evacuate  the  province.  The  general  sent  word  to 
the  governor  that  he  would  answer  him  next  morn- 
ing, still  continuing  on  his  march  to  Pensacola, 
where  he  arrived  at  9 o’clock  next  day  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  without  opposition.  On  the 
third  day  the  army  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  Ba- 
rancas,  reconhoitered  the  country  and  selected  a 
suitable  place  for  a breast  work  about  400  yards 
from  the  fort,  where  shortly  after  night  a party  of  men 
were  set  to  work.  About  ten  o’clock  they  were 
discovered  and  fired  on  by  the  enemy  from  the  fort, 
which  was  returned  from  a howitzer  posted  in  the 
rear  of  a hill  above  the  breast  work  and  continued 
at  intervals  during  the  night.  At  day-light  next 
morning,  the  Spaniards  commenced  firing  on  the 
breast  work  with  two  twenty-four  pounders,  which 
did  but  little  injury.  At  three,  a flag  was  sent 
from  the  fort,  when  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  krticles  of  capitulation  entered  into. 

JVe-io  Orleans,  June  9.  A vessel  from  Pensacola 
entered  yesterday  at  the  custom  house  in  this  city, 
with  a clearance  signed  “James  Gadsden,  acting 
collector  of  the  port  of  Pensacola.” 

By  this  vessel  we  learn  that  general  Jackson  has 
gone  to  Tennessee,  and  left  col  King  in  command 
at  Pensacola  with  800  men.  Tlie  Tennessee  vo- 
lunteers form  the  garrison  of  the  Barancas;  the  re- 
gular troops  are  stationed  in  the  town. — It  is  said 
that  the  fort  of  the  Barancas,  at  the  time  of  its 
surrender,  contained  provisions  for  six  montlis;  but 
the  garrison  revolted  and  refused  to  fight,  which 
circumstance  accounts  for  the  feeble  defence  that 
was  made. 

Part  of  the  Spanish  troops  who  formed  the  gar- 
rison of  the  Barancas,  have  been  sent  to  the  Ha- 
vana. The  remainder  w^re  to  follow  them  in  a ves- 
sel which  was  expected  from  Mobile. 

The  governor  of  St.  Augiistine,  apprehensive  of 
being  attacked.  Was  preparing  to  defend  himself 
well  as  he  could.  We  have  no  advice  of  any 
movement  of  the  U.  S.  troops  towards  that  place. 

'I'wo  agents  from  the  Spanish  government  are 
said  to  have  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  on  the 
13th  ult.  for  the  purpose  6f  taking  possession  of 
lands  in  Florida,  some  time  since  granted  by  said 
government  to  the  duke  of  Alancon. 

Gen.  Jackson’s  conduct  at  Pensacola  has  been 
the  same  in  principle  as  the  rule  that  gai.  Wayne 
would  liave  followed  in  1794,  had  the  occasion  re- 
quired it,  after  the  battle  with  the  Indians  neait  the 
British  fort  on  the  Miami-of-the-lakes.  The  British 
then  (as  on  every  other  opportunity, )had  excited  the 
Indians  to  war  against  us,  and  supplied  them  will^ 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  Spaniards  at  Pensaco- 
la did  the  same.  The  Indians,  if  defeated,  calcu- 
lated on  flying  to  Fort  Miami  for  refuge — but 
Wayne,  apprised  of  the  fneiuVy  arrangement,  sent 
word  to  the  British  commander,  that  if  he  suffered 
an  Indian  to  enter  the  fort  as  an  asylum — he  would 
attack  and  carry  it  by  storm  and  put  every  man  of 
the  garrison  to  death.  The  Briton  felt  convinced 
tliut  Wayne  would  do  what  he  promised;  arid  the 
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deluded  savages  found  the  gates  inhospitably  shut 
upon  them  in  the  time  of  their  need, — contrary 
to  the  stipulations  which  were  understood  to  have 
been  made  on  the  occasion! 

(I^The  British  editors,  at  home  and  in  Canada, 
are  quite  wroth  at  our  proceedings  in  Florida,  to 
secure  us  on  one  side,  against  murder,  and 
on  the  other,  against  smuggling  and  dealing  in  hu- 
man flesh.  When  we  have  room  we  shall  amuse 
our  readers  with  some  very  pretty  extracts  on  the 
subject. 


The  case  of  Mr,  Meade. 

TU03I  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST. 

The  following  document  from  the  Spanish  secreta- 
ry of  state,  in  Madrid,  to  Mr.  Erving,  is  receiv- 
ed here  from  such  a source  that  its  authenticity 
may  be  relied  on. 

!J’o  Ids  excellency  the  minister  of  the  United  States— - 
Sir — The  necessary  routine  of  all  law  proceed- 
ings, whereby  truth  may  be  upheld,  and  justice 
fairly  administered,  has  been  the  cause  of  my  not 
previously  anticipating  a decision,  v/hich  you  have 
so  often  requested,  in  favor  of  Mr.  R,  M®ade,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a prisoner  in  the 
castle  of  St.  Catalina,  in  Cadiz,  as  a defaulter,  hav- 
ing  constituted  himself  a creditor  against  the  royal 
treasury,  by  means  of  a deposit  made  at  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce  of  that  city,  but  not  in  effective 
cash*  as  was  the  agreement  vvith,  ^ind  demanded 
by  Mr.  John  M’Dermot,  a subject  of  his  Britanrac 
majesty.  This  complex  affair,  which  has  so  se- 
riously occupied  the  consideration  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  and  the  ministry,  has  likewise,  from  its 
commencement,  called  forth  the  attention  of  the 
king,  my  master;  but  his  majesty  was  not  able  to 
proceed  contrary  to  the  established  customs  of  the 
law,  nor  even  decide,  until  he  became  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  process.  His 
majesty,  therefore,  being  desirous  of  giving  indis- 
putable proofs  of  his  regard  and  esteem  towards 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  the  lively  in- 
terest  he  takes  in  every  thing  concerning  their  go 
vernment,  clearly  manifested  in  the  release  of  Mr. 
Meade;  and  being  desirous  that  this,  his  royal 
determination,  should  prove  compatible  with  the 
cause  that  gave  rise  to  his  arrest,  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  ordain  that  the  royal  treasury 
pay  the  above  mentioned  deposit  in  effective  cat>h, 
and  for  this  purpose  his  majesty  ordered  the  ne- 
cessary instructions  to  be  issued,  which  has  been 
complied  with — the  cause  of  Mr.  Meade’s  arrest, 
consequently  ceasing,  his  majesty  has  been,  like- 
wise, graciously  pleased  to  restore  him  to  liberty, 
ordering  the  suit  to  be  carried  on  conformably  to 
law,  and  by  the  usual  course  of  justice.  This  be- 
nevolent decision  will  doubtless  be  gratifying  to 
you,  and  satisfactory  to  your  goveimment,  by  the 
unfeigned  testimony  his  majesty  therein  gives,  of 
his  constant  wish  to  cement  more  firmly  the  friend- 
ly relations  existing  between  the  two  governments. 
His  majesty  has  ordered  me  to  communicate  this 
his  royal  order  to  you,  requesting  its  transmittal  to 
your  government, 

I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  renev/ing  to 
you  my  regard,  and  my  sincere  desire  to  prove 
serviceable  to  you. 

God  preserve  } our  excellency  many  years. 

Royal  Palace,  22d  April,  1818. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  PlZAURO. 

To  his  excellency  the  minister  of  the  United  States, 

* Specie ^ 


Remarks. — The  “Aurora”  attributes  the  preced- 
ing to  the  “Unblushing  hardihood”  of  deception  in 
the  agents  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  soften  the  derision  which  t!ie  late 
royal  order  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Meade  has  caus- 
ed. It  may  be  so — but  what  possible  go«d  to  Fer- 
dinand can  result  from  the  publication  of  that 
which  every  body  knotvsto  be  false?  The  shufilings  of 
Pizarro  can  only  serve  to  increase  the  contempt  that 
each  man  feels  for  the  conduct  of  the  Spanisli  go- 
vernment in  respect  to  Mr.  Meade;  for  its  agents 
have  officially  acknowledged,  over  and  over  again, 
that  the  deposit  was  made  in  ^*effective  cash’”  and 
it  is  perfectly  notorious  that  the  necessity  of  re- 
funding that  cash,  on  his  liberation,  was  the  sole 
cause  of  his  confinement! 

“Rejoice  spainI-^the  bourbons  are  restored!’* 


Commercial  Articles. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America.—^ 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a proclamation  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  his  Britannic  majecty’s  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  bearing  date  of  the  10th 
of  April  last,  and  officially  communicated  by  his 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentjary, 
residing  in  the  United  States,  to  tliis  government, 
that  the  regulations  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  in 
plaster  of  Paris,  prohibiting  the  exportation  thereof 
to  certain  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  were 
in  force  in  the  said  province  at  the  time  of  the  enact- 
ment of  the  act  of  the  congress  af  the  United  States, 
entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of 
Paris,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1817,  have 
been  and  are  discontinued: 

Now,  therefore,  I James  Monroe,  president  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declare  that  fact,  and 
that  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  said  act  of 
congress  shall,  from  the  date  hereof,  cease  and  be 
discontinued,  in  relation  to  the  said  province  of 
New  Brunswick. 

Given  under  my  band  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton this  fourth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  and  in  the  forty  third  year  of  the 
independence  ofthe  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  president: 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  state, 

treasury  department, 
Comptroller’s  office,  25th  June,  1818.  > 
Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  Esq.  Washington: 

Sir — I have  attentively  considered  the  question 
propounded  in  the  enclosed  documents,  which 
were  a few  days  since  presented  to  me  under  your 
direction. 

1st.  Whether  a Bermudian  vessel  will  be  allowed 
to  bring  West  India  produce  into  the  United  States, 
from  Bermuda,  whicli  had  been  imported  into  that 
place  from  some  otlier  possession  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  in  the  West  Indies? 

2d.  Whether,  according  to  the  navigation  act  of 
the  United  States,  whicl:  is  to  take  effect  on  tlie 
first  of  October  next,  a vessel  owned  in  Bermuda 
cun  be  allov/ed  to  enter  the  United  States  and  dis- 
charge a cargo  which  had  been  laden  on  board  in 
the  West  Indies,  breuglit  to  Bermuda,  unladen 
there,  and  again  taken  on  board? 

As  applicable  to  the  first  question  I have  to  ob- 
serve that  the  ports  of  St.  George  and  Hamilton  in 
the  island  of  Bermuda,  are  considered  open  toves- 
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sels  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  ordina-jhis  majesty,  within  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia 
ry  laws  ofhavigation  and  trade.  A British  vessel,  I or  .New  Brunswick,  the  following  articles,  viz; 
therefore,  which  was  cleared  out,  whose  cargo  was  scantling,  planks,  staves,  heading,  boards,  shingles, 
actually  laden,  and  whose  voyage  commenced  at  hoops,  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry,  or 
either  qF  said  ports  of  St.  George  or  Hamilton,  may  live  stock  of  any  sort;  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  peas, 
enter  and  discharge  her  cargo,  in  a port  of  the  beans  potatoes,  wheat,  rice,  oats,  barley,  or  grain 
United  States,  with  this  express  understanding  of  any  sort;  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  fruits  seed  and 
however,  that  no  part  of  such  cargo  was  brought  tobacco. 

in  the  same  vessel  to  the  island  of  Bermuda,  frornsj  II,  Provided  always,  -and  be  it  further  enacted, 
one  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  possessions  closed  to  I That  none  of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  import- 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States — And  moreover  ed,  into  the  said  ports,  so  to  be  specially  appoint- 
that  such  vessel  is  not  employed  in  the, transporta  ed,  in  foreign  vessels,  unless  the  said  articles  shal? 
tion  of  goods  to  the  island,  from  British  colonial  be  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
ports,  N^iich  were  closed  against  the  vessels  owned  country  to  which  the  vessels  importing  the  same 
jay  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I shall  belong. 

With  respect  to  the  second  question  I have  to  | III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
observe,  that  according  to  the  provision  of  the  act,  | lawful  to  re-export  any  of  the  said  articles  either  to 
a British  vessel  sailing  from  a port  not  open  to  I the  United  Kingdom,  or  to  any  other  of  his  mujes- 
Araerican  vessels,  and  entering  a port  that  is  open,  |ty’.s  possessions,  in  any  British  built  ship  or  vessel 
tinloading  there,  taking  the  same  or  some  other  [owned  and  navigated  according  to  law. 
cargo  on  board  and  cleai’ing  thence  to  the  United  1 IV  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
States,  cannot  be  admitted  to  entry.  _ may  be  lawful,  in  any  British  ship  or  vessel,  or  in 

As  this  kind  of  trade,  heretofore  considered  a [any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  any 
lucrative  one,  is  declared  by  the  act  to  be  a direct  | sovereign  or  state  in  amity  with  his  majesty,  to  ex- 
trade from  the  excluded  port,  and  is  in  express  [port  from  the  said  pouts,  to  be  appointed  for  that 
terms  prohibited.  I am,  he.  purpose,  gypsum,  grindstones,  or  other  produce  or 

J.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller,  [manufacture  of  -vthe  said  provinces,  and  also  any 
— [produce  or  manufacture  of  the  united  kingdom,  or 

NOVx\  SGCTIA  FREE  PORT  ACT.  of  his  majesty’s  colonies  or  plantations  in  the  fVest 

An  act  to  allow  for  three  years,  and  until  six  weeks  Indies,  or  any  goods  whatever  which  shall  have 
after  the  commencement  ofthe  then  next  session  been  legally  imported  into  the  said  provinces;  any 
of  parliament,  the  importation  into  ports  sped-  thing,  in  any  law,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
ally  appointed  by  his  majesty,  within  the  provin- 1 V.  Provided  always.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
ces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  of  the  That  none  of  the  aloresaid  articles  shall  be  export- 
articles  therein  enumerated,  and  the  re-exporta-  ed  from  the  said  ports,  so  to  be  appointed,  to  ^ny 
tion  thereof  from  such  ports,  May,  1818.  foreigncountryorplace,  in  any  foreign  vessel,  unless 

AVhereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the.forty -seventh  [such  foreign  vessel  shall  belong  to  the  country  to 
year  of  his  majesty’s  reign,  entitled  “An  act  for  [which  the  said  articles  shall  be  exported, 
permitting  until  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  March,  one  | VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  from  thence  may  be  lawful  for  his  majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
to  the  end  of  the  then  ngxt  session  of  parliament,  [vice  of  his  privy  council,  to  make  such  rules  and 
the  importation  of  certain  enumerated  articles  into  regulations  for  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
the  British  colonies  of  the  continent  ofNorth  Ame-  goods  and  commodities  as  aforesaid  £^t  the  safd 
rica,  from  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  ports,  with  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  for  the 
exportation  of  other  enumerated  articles  from  the  breach  thereof,  as  shall  seem  fit  and  necesssary  to 
same  colonies  to  the  said  states;”  which  said  act  his  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  aforesaid, 
was  continued  and  extended  by  an  act  passed  in  [ VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act, 
the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign,  entitled  shall  continue  in  force  during  the  space  of  three 
“An  act  to  authorize  his  majesty  to  permit,  until  years  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  same,  and 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  until  six  vveeks  after  the  commencement  of  the 
hundred  and  twelve,  any  goods  and  commodities  to  [then  next  session  of  parliament, 
be  imported  into  and  exported  from  N(^va  Scotia  j 
and  New  Brunswick,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  whatso- 
ever;” which  last  mentioned  act  was  continued  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  majes- 
ty’s reign;  sundry  articles  were  allowed  to  be  im- 
ported into  aijd  exported  from  certain  ports  in  his 


President  Adams^  Corresoondeiice. 


FROM  THE  BOSTON  BAILT  ADVEU  ! TSEB. 

Quincy,  Feb.  25,  1818. 

Dear  sin — As  Mr.  Wirt  has  filled  my  head  with 
majesty’s  colonies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns-  [James  Otis,  and  T am  well  informed  that  the  hon 
wick,  from  and  to  certain  foreign  ports,  which  acts  I Mr.  ****'****  ******  alias  ***  ****^  round!}- 
have  now  expired:  And  whereas  great  advantage  asserts  that  Mr.  “Otis  had  no  patriotism,”  an(i 
i’esulted  to  the  said  colonies  from  the  facilities  that  “he  acted  only  from  revenge  of  his  father’s 
given  to  the  trade  thereof  by  the  said  acts:  And  j disappointment  of  a seat  at  the  superior  bench,”  I 
whereas  it  is  expedient  to  grant  similar  facilities  at  [will  tell  you  a story  which  may  make  you  laiigh^ 
the  present  time:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  if  it  should  not  happen  to  melt  you  into  tears. 


king’s  most  exceUent  majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  in  any  British  built  ship,  owned  and 
navigated  according  to  law,  or  in  any  ship  or  vessel 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  any  sovei*eign  or  state 
in  amity  with  his  majesty,  to  import  into  such  ports, 
as  shall  be  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 


Oiis  belonged  to  a club,  who  met  on  evenings,  of 
which  club  William  Moliiieux,  whose  ch.aracter 
you  know  very  well  was  a member.  MoHneux  had 
a petition  before  the  legislature  which  did  not 
succeed  to  his  wishes,  and  he  became  for  several 
evenings  sour,  and  wearied  the  company  with 
his  complaints  of  'services,  losses,  sacrifices,  See 
and  said  “that  a man  who  has  behaved  as  I 
have,  should  be  treated  as  I am,  is  intolerable,” 
&c.  Otis  said  nothing,  but  the  company  were  dis 
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gusted  and  out  of  patience,  when  Otis  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  said,  “come,  come.  Will,  quit  tl  is 
subject,  and  let  us  enjoy  ourselves:  I also  have  a 
list  of  grievances,  will  you  hear  it?”  The  club  ex- 
pected some  fun,  and  all  cried  out  “Aye!  Aye!  let 
us  hear  your  list.” 

“Well  then.  Will,  in  the  first  place,  I resigned  the 
office  of  advocate  general  which  I held  from  the 
crown,  which  produced  me,  hcA»?  much  do  yo:i 
think?”  “A  great  deal,  no  doubt,”  said  Molineux. 
“Shall  we  say  two  hundred  sterling  a year?”  “Aye, 
more  I believe,”  said  Molineux.  “Well  let  it  be 
500 — that,  for  ten  years,  is  two  thousand.  In  the 
next  place,  I have  been  obliged  te  relinquish  the 
greatest  part  of  my  business  at  the  bar.  Will  you 
set  that  at  260  more?”  Oh  I believe  it  is  nr  uch 
more  than  that.  “Well  let  it  be  200.— This  for  ten 
years  makes  two  thousand.  You  allow  then  I have 
lost  4000?.  sterling”— Aye,  and  more  too,  said  Moli- 
neux. 

“In  the  next  place  I have  lost  an  hundred  friends 
—among  whom  were  the  men  of  the  first  rank, 
fortune  and  power  in  the  province.  At  what  price 
will  you  estimate  them?”  “Damn  them,”  said 
Molineux,  “at  nothing — You  are  better  without 
them  than  with  them.”  A loud  laugh.  Be  it  so, 
said  Otis. 

“In  the  next  place  I have  made  a thousand  ene- 
jnies — among  whom  are  all  the  government- of  the 
province  and  the  nation.  What  do  you  tiiink  of 
this  item?”  That  is  as  it  may  happen,  said  Molineux. 

“In  the  next  place  you  know  I love  pleasure.  But 
I have  renounced  all  amusement  for  ten  years. 
What  is  that  worth  to  a man  ofiAeasuf  e?”  No  great 
matter,  said  Molineux,  you  have  made  politics  your 
amusement. — A h’earty  laugh. 

“In  the  next  place,  I have  ruined  as  fine  health 
and  as  good  a constitution  of  body  as  nature  ever 
gave  to  man.”  That  is  melancholy,  indeed,  said 
Molineux.  There  is  nothing  to  be  said  upon  that 
point. 

“Once  more,  said  Otis,  holding  his  head  down 
before  Molineux,  look  upon  this  head!  (where  was 
a scar  in  which  a man  might  bury  his  finger.)  What 
do  you  think  of  this?  And  what  is  worse,  my 
friends  think  I have  a monstrous  crack  in  ray  skull.” 
This  made  all  the  company  very  grave  and  look 
very  solemn.  But  Otis  setting  up  a laugh,  and 
■with  a gay  countenance  said  to  Molineux, — “Now 
Willey,  my  advice  to  you  is  to  say  no  more  about 
your  grievances;  for  you  and  I had  better  put  up 
our  accounts  of  profit  and  loss  in  our  pockets,  and 
say  no  more  about  them,  lest  the  world  should 
laugh  at  us.” 

This  whimsical  dialogue  put  all  the  company, 
and  Molineux  himself,  into  good  humor,  and  they 
passed  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  joyous  conviviality. 

It  is  provoking,  and  it  is  astonishing,  and  it  is 
mortifying,  and  it  is  humiliating  to  see,  how  calum- 
ny sticks,  and  is  transmitted  from  age  to  age. 
Mr.  ******  is  one  of  the  last  men  I should  have 
expected  to  have  swallowed  that  execrable  lie, 
that  Otis  had  no  patriotism.  The  father  was  re- 
fused an  office  worth  1200?.  old  tenor,  or  about 
120?.  sterling,  and  the  refusal  was  no  loss,  for  liks 
practice  at  the  bar  was  worth  much  more;  for  colo- 
nel Otis  was  a lawyer  in  profitable  practice,  and 
his  seat  in  the  legislature  gave  him  more  power 
ani  more  honor; — for  this  refusal  the  son  resigned 
an  oHice,  which  he  held  from  the  crown,  worth 
twine  the  sum.  The  son  mu.  * have  been  a most 
dutiful  and  afiectionate  child  to  the  father.  Or 
rather,  most  enlhusiastically  and  frenzically  affec- 
t' on  at  e. 


I have  been  young  and  now  I a,m  old,  and  I so- 
lemnly say,  I have  never  known  a man  w'hose  love 
of  his  country  was  more  ardent  or  sincere;  never 
one,  who  suffered  so  much;  never  one  whose  ser- 
vices  for  any  ten  years  of  his  life,  were  so  import- 
ant and  essential  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  as 
those  of  Mr.  Otis  from  1760  to  1770. 

The  truth  is,  he  was  an  honest  man  and  a tho- 
rough taught  lawyer,  he  was  called  upon  in  his 
official  capacity  as  advocate  general  by  the  cus- 
tom-house officers,  to  argue  their  cause  in  favor 
of  writs  of  assistance.  These  writs  he  knew  to  be 
illegal,  unconstitutional,  destructive  of  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country;  a base  instrument  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  intended  as  an  entering  wedge  to  in- 
troduce unlimited  taxation  and  legislation  by  au- 
thority of  parliament.  He  therefore  scorned  to 
prostitute  his  honor  and  his  conscience,  by  becom- 
ing a tool.  And  he  scorned  to  hold  an  office 
whiclj  could  compel  him  or  tempt  him  to  be  one. 
Ho  therefore  resigned  it.  He  foresaw,  as  every 
other  enlightened  man  foresaw,  a tremendous 
storm  coming  upon  his  country,  and  determined 
to  run  all  risques,  and  share  the  fate  of  the  ship, 
after  exerting  all  his  energies  to  save  her,  if  possi- 
ble. At  the  solicitation  of  Boston  and  Salem  he 
accordingly  embarked  and  accepted  the  command. 

To  attribute  to  such  a character  sinister  or  trivi- 
al motives  is  ridiculous. 

You  and  Mr.  Wirt  have  “brought  the  old  man 
out”  and  I fear  he  will  never  be  driven  in  again,  till 
he  falls  into  the  grave.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Judge  Tudor. 


British  Bible  Society. 

Whosoever  can  refrain  from  groaning  at  the  impie- 
ty exhibited  in  the  following  article  from  the 
“London  Traveller,”  will  laugh  very  heartily  at 
the  superlative  impudence  of  the  actors  in  the 
farce:  for  a/nrrce  it  must  be  when  such  a man  as 
the  duke  of  York,  is  at  the  head  of  a bible  socie- 
ty, and  is  complimented  on  account  of  inorality^ 
by  a bishop  of  London,  with  a reference  to  the 
policy  of  Su-warroio,  in  favor  of  distributing  the 
gospel,  &c.  IVe,  in  the  United  States,  more  of- 
tentimes found  silver  spoom  in  soldiers  knap- 
sacks than  bibles,  &c. 

Tuesday  was  held,  at  the  king’s  concert-room, 
Haymarket,  the  38th  anniversary  of  the  above  in- 
stitution. His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York 
was  in  the  chair. 

One  of  the  secretaries  opened  the  business  of  the 
meeting,  by  reading  the  report  of  the  committee, 
whose  statement  excited  the  warmest  applause. — 
Such  were  the  exertions  of  the  committee,  that 
they  had  gone  beyond  the  extent  of  their  funds,  in 
diff  using  the  holy  “scriptures  to  the  British  troops 
in  Fi’ance,  to  our  naval  and  military  forces  in  the 
West  Indies,  Canada,  kc.  The  ships  also  which 
had  gone  on  foreign  expeditions  were  supplied, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  several  distribu- 
tions of  Bibles  and  Testaments  throughout  the 
year  were  particularly  specified.  The  number  of 
bibles  disseminated  in  the  course  of  the  past  year 
were  more  than  four  thousand,  and  of  testaments 
upwards  of  five  thousand.  The  report  concluded 
by  representing  the  funds  of  the  society  to  be  in  a 
very  depressed  state,  there  being  considerable  out- 
standing debts,  which  demanded  immediate  liqui- 
dation, and,  what  was  still  more  important,  there 
being  a demand  for  bibles  a.nd  testaments  to  a de- 
gree exceeding  tlie  mo.st  zealous  and  sanguine  ex- 
pectation! 
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His  erace,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  amidst 
ereat  applause,  rose  to  move  that  the  report  just 
read  be  received,  adopted,  and  printed.  In  doing 
this,  he  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  state,  that  ^ 
the  royal  chairman  loas  not  only  considered  to  be,  in 
an  emphatic  sense,  the  friend  of  the  army,  but  he  ivas  . 
esteemed  its  best  patron  by  the  empire  at  large!  ^ . 

The  chancellor  ofthe  exchequer,  in  seconding  ^ 
the  motion,  urged  the  distribution  of  bibles  and  , 
testaments  to  be  full  as  necessary  in  time  of /)eace  ^ 
as  in  that  of  7var.  , ■ 

The  archbishop  of  York  moved,  that  the  thanks  ^ 
ofthe  meeting  be  given  to  his  royal  highness  the  j 
duke  of  York.  • „ ^ 

The  bishop  of  London  seconded  the  motion.  He  , 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  paternal  care  manifest- 
ed by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  his  unceasing  at- 
tention to  the  army.  His  royal  highness  had  ever 
kept  in  vieio  the  important  truth,  that  mokal  «ha- 
HACTER  SHOUIB  BE  CLOSELY  IXTEjfwOVEN  WITH  THE 
MII.TTAKY  PROFESSION. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  several  other 
votes  of  thanks  put  and  carried,  accompanied  by 
speeches. 

Thanks  were  also  moved  to  the  duke  of  Kent, 
by  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  as  president,  and  to 
the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and  prince  Leopold,  of  Co- 
bourg,  as  vice-presidents  to  the  society.  His  lord- 
ship remarked,  that  British  soldiers  and  British 
sailors  had  peculiar  qualities  and  peculiar  trials. 
The  former  toere  contempt  ofthe  body,  for  they  feared 
not  death;  they  feared  in  fact,  **Him  alone  loho  could 
destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  helV* 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  that  in  ancient  states  ex- 
ertions had  been  made  by  leaders  in  battle  to  in- 
cite their  followers  to  action  by  religious  princi- 
ples. The  Mahometans  and  Greeks  had  been  parti- 
ularly  knoim  to  have  been  influenced  by  such  means* 
Lord  Harrowby  expressed  great  satisfaction  at 
th  e religious  feeling  which  appeared  to  be  so  rapid- 
ly extending  throughout  the  army  and  navy. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Connynghara  (of  the  Kirk  of  Scot- 
land)  observed,  that  a leader  distinguished  in  the 
late  wars,  general  Suwarhow,  was  so  impre.ssed 
with  the  necessity  of  inculcating  religious  feeling 
upon  the  minds  of  his  soldiers,  that  he  carried  the 
principle  almost  to  the  extreme  of  superstition, 
by  causing  obeisance  to  bep.aidto  the  crucifix 
wherever  it  was  met  on  the  road.  He  related  tlie 
well-known  story,  that  in  one  of  the  latest  battles 
fought  with  the  enemy,  a few  of  the  English  troops 
had  been  taken  prisoners,  and  in  their  knapsacks 
were  found  either  bibles  or  testaments!  TheEn- 
glislj,  however,  gainingthe  victory,  the  multitude 
of  the  French,  avoiding  death  by  the  flight,  were 
made  captive,  and  in  their  knapsacks  were  found 
deistical  books,  obscene  songs,  and  other  immoral 
publications. 

Lord  Gambler  applauded  the  objects  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Henderson,  of  Petersburg,  stated, 
that  the  emperor  Alexander  was  at  present  employ- 
ed in  the  Tnor>t  active  way,  in  causing  the  holj 
scriptures  to  be  distributed  tliroughout  the  Rus- 
sian empire. — Great  applause.) 

The  hon.  captain  Pakenham  drew  a contrast  be- 
tween the  character  of  the  French  and  British  arms. 
The  former  was  guided  by  frenzy — the  latter  by 
moral  feeling.  Tne  French  shouted  *‘vive  V Em- 
pereur;  the  British  *^Goda?id  our  rights!* 

Mr.  C.  Grant  and  others  having  spoken,  a most 
Viberai  subr.criptiem  was  en'.icred  into,  and  the  meet- 
ing disper.sed. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND. 

Mr.  Rnsh  our,  minister,  has  been  presented  to  the 
prince  regent,  by  lord  Castlereagh,  in  due  form. 

A London  paper  notices  large  sales  of  hemp  on 
account  of  the  demand  for  the  American  market — 
and  immediately  flies  oft*  to  say,  that  it  is  wanted 
there  to  equip  the  ships  of  vjar!  Is  the  equip- 
ment of  six  or  eight  vessels,  not  yet  built,  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  affect  the  London  market? 

And,  besides,  we  believe,  that  our  war-vessels  are 
generally  furnished  from  home-produced  hemp. 
It  is  truly  ridiculous  in  the  British  editars  thus  to 
suffer  themselves  to  be  haunted  by  the  ‘‘American 
navy.” 

From  the  “extraordinary  Red  book,”  it  appears, 
that  in  pensions  and  salaries,  tluere  are  distributed 
annually  by  the  English  government,  to 

31  persons,  §§2,553,917 

5 persons,  971,780 

10  persons,  1,409,573. 

The  queen  of  England  is  sick.  The  king  also 
continues  seriously  indisposed.  A question  of  im- 
portance 1ms  been  agitated  in  the  house  of  lords, 
concerning  the  “custody  of  th.e  king’s  person,” 
during  the  declining  health  of  the  queen,  and  in 
tl\e  event  of  her  demise. 

Stocks^,  May  21 — 3 per  cent,  consols,  79|.  Ame- 
rican 3 per  cents  71.  do,  6 per  cents  102^. 

A contagious  fever  prevails  in  London — 3000L 
was  asked  from  government  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferep.  It  is  attributed  to  the  wretched  quality 
of  the  food  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  people. 

We  are  credibly  informed  (says  the  Petersburg 
Intelligencer)  that  the  most  powerful  of  the  Scotch 
nobility  are  at  present  in  opposition  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Lord  Castlereagh,  particularly  the  dukes 
of  Buccleugh,  Argyle  and  Hamilton,  the  marquis 
Tweedale  and  the  earls  of  Lauderdale,  Selkirk  and 
Buchan. 

FHANCE, 

A violent  affray  took  place  at  Cambria  between 
i a number  of  French  and  English  officers;  in  conse- 
. quence  of  some  “free  opinions”  of  the  latter  about 

■ the  battle  of  Waterloo.  A battle  with  sabres  took 
place,  and  it  is  said  that  several  persons  were  kill- 

, ed.  A London  paper  observes — “since  the  passing 
of  the  conscription  law,  the  military  faction  in 
j France  have  assumed  an  insolent  demeanour,  espe- 
i cially  towards  the  English,  which  is  but  too  likely 
; to  lead,  in  many  instances,  to  a fatal  result, 

! The  French  loan  is  said  to  have  been  taken  up 

■ with  much  avidity. 

; S?,  Jean  d’Angely  has  petitionsd  the  French  go- 

; vernment  to  interpose  in  his  behalf  to  secure  him  a 
I comfortable  residence. 

t SPAIN. 

The  wretched  state  of  the  Spanish  finances  has 

■ caused  the  stealth  of  a great  number  of  cattle  to 
subsist  the  troops  collected  near  Cadiz.  Great 
preparations  are  still  making  for  an  expedition  to 

‘ Soutli  America, 

London,  May  10.— It  is  stated,  that  iHe  agents  of 
[ a foreign  power,  (Spain  is  no  doubt  alluded  to) 
are  treating  for,  if  they  have  not  already  conclud- 
ed, the  purchase  of  the  Royal  George,  Indiaman, 

■ and  that  tliey  have  also  made  applications  to  the 
• owners  of  other  vessels  of  the  same  class.  In  the 
^ city  great  offence  has  been  taken,  that  proposals 

stioiiid  be  made,  which,  directly  or  indirectly,  have 
for  their  object  to  exclude  our  merchants  from  the 
t mai’kets  of  Soutli  America,  as  it  is  suspected  that 
;-  these  ships  are  intended  to  replace  the  Ru  :sian 
fleet.  I*-  has  been  matter  cf -astonishir^ent,  that  ti  e 
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promoters  of  the  prince  regent’s  proclamation,  of 
the  7*h  of  last  November,  should  now  be  actively 
employed  in  the  means  of  infringing  it. — The  Cori’ 

stitution. 

[Tlie  Royal  George  is  of  36  guns,  and  1200  tons: 
one  of  the  hon.  E.  I,  Go’s  ships,] 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  Petersburg  Intelligencer  says, — By  letters 
from  Geneva,  a difference  of  the  most  serious  na- 
ture has  taken  place  among  the  Calvinists  of  Swit- 
zerland and  Geneva.  Tlie  rupture  was  so  griTat 
and  the  passions  of  the  people  were  so  inffamed, 
that  a civil  war  of  a religious  nature  was  appre- 
hended. 

[We  would  respectfully  recommend  a settlement 
of  this  dispute  by  banishing  half  a dozen  of  the 
head  priests  of  each  party.  The  people  at  large 
are  too  good  Christians  to  murder,  for  the  sake  of 
religion!] 

ITALY. 

The  king  of  Naples  and  his  brother  Charles  IV. 
of  Spain,  went  lately  to  Pompeia,  where,  after  in- 
specting some  fine  Works  lately  discovered,  they 
went  in  a carriage  through  the  streets  of  the  city 
where  the  noise  of  wAeeZs.had  not  been  heard  for 
more  than  1,500  years! 

PALESTINE. 

The  Mussulmen  in  Palestine  have  taken  pos- 
session of  the  Holy  Sepulchre;  and  the  abbe  For- 
bin  Janson  has  proceeded  to  Constantinople  to  re- 
claim  from  the  grand  seignor  the  keeping  of  the 
Tomb  of  Jesus.  It  produces  an  annual  income  of 
260,000  dollars. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  schooner  George  Armistead,of  Baltimore,  on 
her  passage  from  Havanna,  was,  on  the  4th  of  June 
ult.  overhauled  by  a pirate  privateer,  under  the  pa- 
triot flag,  and,  after  the  most  rascally  treatment  of 
her  captain,  a passenger  and  her  crew,  plundered 
by  the  sea-banditti  of  many  things.  They  called 
them  “Yankee  rascals,”  struck  the  captain,  knock- 
ed down  the  men,  and  with  a knife  at  the  throat  of 
fhe  passenger,  made  him  give  up  his  money — after 
the  manner  of  admiral  Cockburn,  they  stole  a lot  of 
silver  spoons,  &c.  They  sent  upwards  of  20  Spanish 
prisoners  on  board  the  Geo.  Armistead,  then  fired 
a volley  of  musketry  among  them,  by  which  one 
man  was  murdered,  &c.  The  vessel  was  supposed 
to  be  the  Dolphin,  and  had  a prize  ship  in  company 
— but  it  turns  out  that  her  true  name  is  the  Young 
Spartan — she  with  her  prize,  is  now  at  Savannah, 
and  the  captain  and  part  of  the  crew  are  snug  in 
gaol  at  that  place  to  answer  for  their  crimes. 

Brion  and  Aury  have  formed  a junction — their 


united  force  is  given  as  follows: 

Cl  ship  24  18  pounders  90 

Brion,  s 2 brigs  [together]  24  each,  9’s  & 12’s  150 
C3  schr’s.  [do.]  6 do,  9’s  140 

Cl  brig  18  12’s  120 

VuRT,  1 do.  6 9’s  48 

schooners  4 9’s  62 

Capt.  Stafford's  privateer,  joined  -with  Brion — 

1 brig  18  18’s  150 

109  760 


On  the  night  of  the  17th  of  May,  near  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s, they  were  in  sight  of  a Spanish  fleet, 
as  follows — 

1 ship  35  I8’s  400  [Young  Wasp.] 

I do.  24  18’s  & 12’s  350  [Gen.  Scott,] 

3 brigs  [in  all]  38  18’s  & 9’s  430 

4 schr’s.  do.  46  12’s  & 9’s  6U0 


A battle  was  immediately  expected— The  result, 
if  any  thing  decisive  takes  place,  will  be  very  im- 
portant. 

TURKEY  AND  PERSIA. 

It  is  stated  in  an  article  from  Constantinople, 
that  the  negociat ions  between  Russia  and  the  Porte 
were  entirely  at  a stand,  and  that  the  Spanish  mi- 
nister had  been  unable  to  obtain  the  satisfaction  he 
sought,  although  supported  in  his  demands  by 
other  foreign  ministers.  A suspicion  is  hinted  that 
the  Ottoman  court  and  Persia  are  about  to  form  a 
species  of  federation  to  protect  themselves  agaihst 
the  European  powers.  Land,  paper. 


Swiss  mercenaries  in  France. 

The  following  article  is  copied  from  Garrick’s 
[Dublin]  Morning  Post.  We  are  really  at  a less 
to  conceive  how  it  is  that  the  military  of  France 
are  able  to  bear  so  great  a load  of  insult  and  in- 
justice  as  is  heaped  upon  them  by  the  Bourbons, 
by  re-introducing  the  Swiss  mercenaries  as  their 
guards. 

Among  several  various  documents  contained  in 
the  7th  number  of  the  Bibliotheque  Hisiorigve,  which 
has  just  appeared,  is  to  be  particularly  noticed  an 
article  entitled,  Capitulations  Suisses.-’*  that  is, 
the  Swiss  treaty  with  France  concerning  the  troops 
of  that  nation  taken  into  the  service  of  the  latter. 
This  treaty  is  preceded  by  an  historical  view  of 
the  relation  of  France  with  Switzerland,  fVom  the 
time  of  Francis  I.  to  the  present  day,  respecting 
these  mercenaries,  and  follow'ed  by  a comparative 
statement  of  the  pay  of  French  troops,  and  that  of 
the  Swiss  regiments  now  in  the  service  of  France. 
This  historical  view  of  the  statement  in  question 
is  annexed  to  the  capitulations  by  the  editors  of 
this  collection  of  documents.  After  perusing  the 
extracts,  no  one  can  be  at  a loss  to  understand  the 
motives  which  have  influenced  the  Bourbons  to 
adopt  this  policy. 


YEARLY  PAY  OP  THE  REGIMENTS  OP  THE  GUARDS. 

Staff. 

French. 

Swiss. 

A colonel  . 

6250 

15000 

A lieutenant-colonel 

. 5375 

12000 

A chief  of  battalion,  and 

major  4500 

8000 

An  adjutant  major  . 

. 3000 

5000 

A paymaster 

. ' 1800 

5000 

A capt  for  the  supply  of  clothing 

A paymaster 
An  ensign 

. 1875 

A chaplain  . 

2700 

2000 

A Swiss  minister  . 

2000 

A Swiss  judge  . 

5000 

A surgeon  major  . 

. 3000 

2700 

An  assistant  surgeon  . 

2250 

2000 

A 1st  claass 

. 3609 

5000 

Captains  C2d.  do. 

3000 

None  in 

3 3d.  do.  . 

. 2700 

French  reg. 

1875 
. 1650 

3000 

2500 

Sub-lieutenant  . 

1500 

1800 

Lieutenant  of  artillery 

2000 

This  curious  article  is  concluded  by  the  follow- 
ing remarks  upon  the  capitulations:-l“The  stipu- 
lations most  worthy  of  attention  in  this  treaty,  as 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  French  people,  whether 
in  a financial  point  of  view,  or  in  a political  one, 
are  (in  the  former,)  the  enormous  difference  of  pay 
in  favor  of  the  Swiss  troops,  from  the  colonel  down 
to  the  private,  together  with  many  attendant 
advantages  referring  simply  to  rank.  A colonel 
of  the  Swiss  guard  takes  the  rank  of  marshal 
de  camp  r brigadier  general,  J and  receives  the  pay 
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of  a French  lieutenant-general  in  active  service.  On 
retiring  from  the  service,  be  enjnys  both  the  rank 
and  pension  of  Heat,  general.  The  sanr-e  propor- 
tion is  observed  in  every  other  rank,  proceeding 
down  from  that  of  colonel.  The  three  sehior  cap- 
tains in  the  Swiss  regiments  of  the  guards  and 
likewise  in  those  of  the  line,  receive  a supplemen- 
tary pay  of  4001.  yearly.  The  general  pension  of 
tiie  Swiss,  on  retiring  from  the  service,  is  oue-sixth 
above  that  alloted  to  the  French  in  the  same  predica- 
ment. Tiie  article  30,  secures  a pension  to  the  Swiss 
regiments  in  case  of  their  being  disbanded;  where- 
as tiie  French  soldier  can  only  claim  a pension  after 
30  years’  service,  or  in  case  of  wounds,  or  infirmi- 
ties occasioned  in  time  of  war.  If  the  king  betters 
in  any  way  the  condition  of  the  French,  military, 
he  is  bound  to  extend  a proportional  benefit  to  the 
Swiss;  whence  it  follows,  that  in  this  respect,  the 
French  can  never  keep  pace  with  the  Swiss,  The 
bounty  on  enlisting  into  the  French  regiments  has, 
ever  since  1816,  been  50f.  per  man  for  a six  years’ 
engagement;  but  the  law  just  enacted  subjects  tlie 
French  people  in  future  to  the  compulsory  as  well 
voluntarily  mode  of  enlistment.  The  bounty  for 
the  Swiss  is  400f.  per  man  for  a first  engagement 
of  four  years,  and  200f.  for  a re- engagement  of  two 
years,  making  it  600f.  for  six  years’  service  of  every 
Swiss  soldier.  If  a whole  Swiss  regiment  and  a 
French  one  be  raised  at  this  rate,  the  comparative 
estimate  of  expense  shews  that  the  Swiss  regiments 
complete,  that  is  of  Uvo  thousand  men  strongs  costs, 
before  its  formation,  800, OOOf.  more  than  the  French 
one.  The  travelling  expenses  of  the  S viss,  coming 
or  going,  to  be  defrayed  by  France,  are  not  includ- 
ed in  this  sum. 

♦‘Considered  in  a political  point  of  view,  that  is, 
as  to  the  rights  derived  by  the  Swiss  in  the  service 
of  France,  the  effect  of  tlieir  stipulations  is  to  de- 
prive the  French  of  a certain  number  of  places  in 
thepolytechnical  and  other  military  schools,  which 
places  are  filled  by  these  foreigners.  Besides 
these  advantages,  the  Swiss  sliare  with  the  French 
the  chances  of  preferment  of  every  kind,  as  well 
civil  as  military.  Foreigners  may  be  admitted  in 
the  proportion  of  one  fourth  in  the  composition  of 
Swiss  regiments.  Thus  deserters  of  all  nations,  the 
refuse  of  Illyria,  Dalmatia,  or  Croatia,  may  meet 
with  a liberal  resource  in  France,  whilst  thousands 
cf  our  countrymen,  whose  honorable  scars  are  to 
be  seen  through  their  tattered  clothes,  may  be  left 
to  linger  in  misery. 

^'Privileges  and  exemptions.— 'Every  Swiss  regi- 
ment has  a section  of  artillery  attached  to  it.  This 
does  not  exist  in  French  regiments.  The  Swiss 
have  their  own  judge.s,  and  are  consequently  not 
amenable  to  tiie  French  laws,  even  in  criminal 
cases.  The  Sv/iss  cannot  be  employed  out  of  the 
. European  continent,  either  in  garrison,  or  on  board 
our  ships.  Every  possible  endeavor  is  to  be  made 
to  prevent  their  being  opposed  in  war  to  povt^ers 
having  Swiss  in  their  pay.  If  Swiizerland  be  me- 
naced, France  is  bound  to  send  back  the  Swiss 
troops,  on  their  being  claimed  by  the  cantons. 

“From  all  these  various  stipulations,  it  must  be 
concluded  that  the  Svvi.ss  may  be  considered  in 
France  as  privileged  foreigners,  during  a period  of 
five  and  twenty  years:  and  foreigners  too,  far  from 
affording  to  the  country  any  of  the  advantages  of 
its  native  troops,  bring  with  them  to  it  a.11  the 
evils  and  all  the  dangers  attending  the  Pretoriun 
bands  of  old,  or  the  Janissaries  of  the  present  dey 
.at  C'orsstantinople  ” 


Tbe  Sea  Serpent  and  Whale. 

The  following  account  of  the  sea  serpent,  while  it 
fully  confirms  former  statements  as  to  his  enor- 
rtous  size,  gives  a more  just  idea  of  his  mon- 
strous powers  than  any  which  has  preceded  it^ 
How  vast  must  be  tlie  body  of  a serpent,  that, 
when  lying  in  the  water,  could  easily,  and  for  a 
length  of  time,  support  near  fifty  feel  of  its  length 
in  an  erect  position  above  the  surface!  and  how 
wonderful  his  strength  who  could  attack  and  beat 
the  whale  in  mere  sport!  Is  not  this  the  Leviathan 
indeed?  Captain  West  is  a man  well  known  to 
us — and  the  correctness  and  veracity  of  his  state- 
ment will  not  be  doubted  by  any  one  who  knows 
him. — Halloxvell  Advocate , June  27- 
I,  Shubael  West,  of  Hallowell,  in  the  county  of 
Kennebeck,  master  of  the  packet  Delia,  plying  be- 
tween Kennebeck  river  and  Boston,  testify  and  say, 
that  I left  Boston  on  the  mofning  of  Sunday  the  21st 
instant,  and  at  about  6 o’clock  P.  M.  Cape  Ann 
bearing  W.  S.  W.  about  2 leagues,  steering  a 
course  N.  N.  E.  saw  directly  ahead,  distant  three- 
fifths, of  a mile,  an  object  which  I have  no  doubt 
was  the  sea  serpent,  so  often  mentioned  by  others, 
engaged  with  a whale  that  was  endeavoring  to 
elude  the  attack.  The  serpent  threw  up  his  tail 
from  25  to  30  feet  in  a perpendicular  direction, 
striking  the  whale  with  tremendous  blows  rapidly 
repeated,  which  were  distinctly  heardand  very  loud, 
for  two  or  three  minutes.  They  then  both  disap- 
peared for  several  minutes  moving  in  a W.  S.  W. 
direction,  when  they  re  appeared,  in  shole  of  us, 
a'td  about  under  the  sun,  the  reflection  of  which 
was  so  strong  as  to  prevent  our  seeing  so  distinctly 
as  before — when  the  tremendous  blow  s were  repeat- 
ed, and  as  clearly  heard  as  before. — They  again 
went  down  for  a s!iort  time,  and  again  came  up  to 
the  surface  under  our  larboard  quarter,  the  whale 
appearing  first  and  the  serpent  in  pursuit.  Here 
our  view  was  very  fair.  The  serpent  shot  up  his 
tail  througJi  thew^ater  to  the  height  before  men- 
tioned, which  he  held  out  of  water  for  sometime, 
waving  it  in  the  air,  and  at  the  same  time,  while 
his  tail  remained  in  this  position,  raised  bis  head 
rather  leisurely  15  or  20  feet,  as  if  taken  a view  of 
the  sea.  After  remaining  in  this  situation  a short 
time,  he  again  sunk  into  the  water,  disappeared, 
and  was  not  seen  after  by  any  on  board. 

The  serpent’s  body  v/as  larger,  in  my  opinion, 
than  the  mast  of  any  ship  I ever  saw';  his  {ail  ap- 
peared very  ragged  and  rough,  and  was  shaped 
something  like  an  eel’s;  and  his  head  like  that  of 
the  land  serpent.  Being  well  acquainted  with  whal- 
ing, I think  the  whale  was  endeavoring  to  escape, 
as  he  spouted  but  once  at  a time  on  coming  to  the 
surface.  Tiie  v/hale’s  hack  was  distinctly  seen,  as 
well  as  his  spouting,  and  the  last  time  he  appeared 
be  w?nt  down  before  the  serpent  came  up.  The 
above  was  seen  by  all  on  board,  amounting  to  15 
or  18  persons,  as  well  as  myself,  t.dth  the  excep- 
tion of  one  wmrnan. 

During  our  view,  tlie  combatants  had  passed  a 
mile  or  more.  The  whale  was  a humpback,  and  a 
pretty  large  one.  SHUBAEL  WEST. 

Kennebeck,  ss. 

Jlallorjell,  June  27,  1818. 

Then  the  above  Shnhael  IVest  personally  appear~ 
e3  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of 
ihe  peace  witliin  and  for  the  county  of  Kennebeck, 
and  made  .solemn  oath  that  the  above  statement  c 
facts  by  him  subscribed  is  just  and  true. 

A.  MANN. 

(Tj^[The  preceding  account  seems  to  be  abtm 
dautly  confirmed  by  the  le.stimotiy  of  olhers.T 
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CHRONICLE. 

A steam  boat,  of  320  tons,  called  the  ‘^United 
States,”  was  launched  at  Baltimore  on  the  4th  inst. 
She  is  the  largest  boat  in  the  Chesapeake, — 145  feet 
in  length,  and  27  wide.  Her  engine,  on  the  low 
steam  pressure,  of  60  horse  power,  with  copper 
boilers,  is  nearly  ready.  She  is  to  go  on  the  line  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  via  Frenchtown 
and  New  Castle. 

At  the  late  circuit  court  held  at  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
a cause  was  tried  for  breach  of  promise  of  mar- 
riage— Mary  Motvlen  vs.  James  Campbell.  Verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  twelve  himdred  dollars. 

The  Oneida  Indians  have  formed  amongst  them- 
selves an  agricultural  society. 

Two  women  were  lately  convicted  of  horse  steal- 
ing in  Berkshire,  Massachusetts. 

The  Washington  74  arrived  at  New  York  last 
Monday — left  Gibraltar  May  23.  Passengers,  T. 
D.  Anderson,  consul  at  Tunis;  H.  Ogden,  esq.  of 
N.  York;  B.  Crowninshield,  esq.  D,  Beaje,  esq.  and 
lieiits.  Jones,  Montgomery,  Fields,  doctor  Ray,  and 
sailing  master  Godfrey.  The  rest  of  the  squadron 
was  momentarily  expected  at  Gibraltar,  when  the 
W.  left  that  port.  All  is  well. — It  is  noticed  that 
she  is  the  first  American  ship  of  the  line  that  ever 
arrived  at  New  York. 

Died  on  the  7th  inst.  at  Wilmington,  Del.  capt. 
Patrick  O’Flinn  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age, — a 
soldier  of  the  revolution,  and,  indeed,  an  “honest 
man.” 

He  kept  a public  house  in  that  borough  during 
the  time  that  congress  sat  in  Philadelphia^ — it  *vas 
always  the  stopping-place  of  gen.  Washington, 
who  generally  remained  a night  with  capt.  O’Flinn, 
and  made  it  a constant  rule  to  invite  the  captain, 
(who  was  of  uncommonly  modest  and  retired  ha- 
bits) to  spend  the  evening  with  him.  It  was  re- 
marked on  a certain  occasion,  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  Washington’s  suite,*  that  in  all  his  joUr 
nies  with  the  president,  he  had  never  seen  him  so 
much  at  home,  in  a public  house,  as  in  captain 
O’Fl inn’s,  or  ever  met  with  a man  with  whom  he 
discoursed  more  familiarly  than  with  him.  'fhere 
were  few  men  with  whom  Washington  was  familiar. 

The  editor  of  the  Register,  accustomed  from  a 
child  to  respect  the  virtues  of  capt.  O’ Fiinn,— offers 
tliis  little  tribute  to  his  memory. 

emigration. — The  present  rate  of  emigration 
from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  Is  about  the  ar- 
rival of  two  hundred  persons  per  day.  , Many  reach 
our  country  via  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick. 

Emigrants.  A Dutch  ship,  with  500  German 
passengers,  from  Amsterdam  for  Philadelphia, 
which  appears  to  have  been  badly  provided  for  the 
voyage,  after  a series  of  disasters,  has  reached  Ber- 
gen, in  Norway,  having  lost  100  of  her  passengers 
on  the  voyage — the  rest  were  subsisting  on  the 
charity  of  the  Norwegian  government  and  citi- 
zens. 

To  staunch  blood — The  Connecticut  Mirror  an- 
nounces it  as  an  important  discovery  that  holding 
a wound  to  the  fire  will  very  soon  stop  the  flowing 
of  the  blood. 

JVaval  depot. — The  survey  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
its  iribu.aries,  with  a view  to  t!ie  establishment  of 
a great  naval  depot,  is  completed,  and  the  site 
will  probably  soon  be  selected  , 

H'estern  commerce — Six  hundred  and  forty-three' 
flat  boats  were  counte  1 descending  the  .Mississip- 
pi and  Oliio,  by  a person  in  a steam  boat  in  his  pas- 
sage tip. 


Fishermen  captured.  The  NewHampshire  Gazette 
state.s,  that  the  fishing  schrs.  Cyrus  King  of  Kit- 
tery,  Polly  and  Roxana  of  Portsmouth,  Eight  Sis- 
ters of  Portland,  and  one  belonging  to  Fox  Islands, 
all  with  good  fares  offish,  have  been  taken  by  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Syren,  in  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
sent  into  Digby,  and  stripped  of  their  sails,  &.c. 
but  that  the  crew  of  the  Cyrus  King  got  their  ship 
keeper  drunk,  obtained  sails  from  the  custom  house, 
which  they  bent,  cut  their  cable,  wharped  out  of 
the  harbor,  got  under  way,  and  arrived  safe  at  Kit- 
tery. 

John  F.  Parrott,  esq.  a republican,  has  been  cho- 
sen a senator  in  congress  from  New  Hampshire,  for 
six  years,  from  the  fourth  of  March  next. 

Reeations  with  SPAIN.— -Don  Onis  [says  the 
Democratic  Press  of  Tuesday  last]  the  Spanish 
ambassador,  left  this  city  yesterday  for  Washing- 
ton. He  has  received  two  messengers  from  Spain 
within  three  weeks,  and  declares  himself  fully  au- 
thorised to  settle  all  matters  in  variance  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  The  despatches  re- 
ceived from  the  Spanish  government  of  Pensacola, 
are  reported  as  denying  that  any  aid  or  comfort 
has  by  the  Spanish  authorities  been  given  to  the 
Seminoles.  It  is  also  declared  by  the  embassy, 
that  neither  the  Spanish  edict  nor  the  translation.^ 
of  it  which  have  been  published  in  the  United 
States,  respecting  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Meade,  are 
correct-,  in  those  received  by  the  ambassador,  there 
is  not  a word  about  ^‘Newspapers,”  in  the  official 
copy,  &c.  &c.  (]flas  the  don  himself  made  a new 
decree  fof  the  “adored.?”] 

The  Missouri.  A western  paper  says— The  en- 
terprising col.  James  Johnston,  of  Ky.  has  contracted 
with  the  war  department  to  furnish  rations  for  the 
troops  to  be  stationed  at  tlie  mouth  of  Yellow  Stone 
river,  1800  miles  up  ^he  Missouri.  He  has  offeredi 
or  intends  offering,  to  convey  munitions  of  war,  bag- 
gage and  provisions,  to  that  point  in  steam  boats. 
By  that  mode  of  conveyance,  they  would  reach 
their  place  of  destination  in  sixty  days,  whereas  by 
the  common  mode,  they  would  not  reach  there 
before  July  or  August,  1819.  A steam  boat,  with 
2 or  3 pieces  of  cannon  and  300  men  on  board, 
would  make  a more  lasting  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  the  sons  of  the  forest,  than  would  an 
army  of  10,000  men  marched  by  land.  And  should 
our  adventurers  come  across  any  of  lord  Selkirk’s 
party,  they  would  learn  them  some  useful  lessons. 

(rj’The  town  of  Franklin  on  the  Missouri,  in 
Howard  county,  was  laid  out  only  one  year  ago — 
it  contains  150  houses— lots  then  purchased  for 
§50,  now  call  for  600. 

Washington,  July  6 — ft  is  said  that  col.  Monroe 
has  recently  given  directions  that  a preference  is 
to  be  given,  in  making  purchases  on  public  ac- 
count, to  articles  of  domestic  manufacture,  where 
they  can  be  had  at  any  thinglike  a fair  price:  this, 
it  is  understood,  extends  to  all  that  relates  to  the 
public  buildings,  as  well  as  other  national  contracts. 

Gazette. 

Prize  cast..  Providence,  R.  J.  .Tune  30. — At  a 
a special  district  court  held  in  this  town  on  the 
22d  inst.  the  Spanish  brig  Bello  Corunes,  prize 
to  the  patriot  privateer  Puerrydon,  was  (by  consent, 
of  the  claimai&ts,)  decreed  to  the  Spanish  consul; 
and  the  brig  and  cargo  ordered  to  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds,  after  paying  the  duties  and  expenses, 
vested  in  the  United  States’  stock,  to  await  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  S.— appeals 
have  been  entered  by  the  captors  of  the  brig  to  the 
circuit  court  of  the  "u.  States,  which  meets  in  tliin 
to'.va  in  Nov.  next. 


* The  hue  col  Lear,  1 believe. 
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(j^j^’President  Madison’s  universally  interesting 
address  chiefly  occupies  the  present  sheet.  There 
are  fe\V,  if  any,  that  will  not  read  it  with  profit  and 
pleasure. 

President  Adams  has  favored  the  editor  with 
a long  communication  on  revolutionary  matters, 
which  shall  appear  in  our  next. 

We  have  also  received  some  highly  interesting 
extracts  of  letters  from  South-Americat  for  oui*  next 
number. 

Every  body  is  very  anxious  for  an  exposition  of 
the  late  transactions  in  Florida.  Many  speculations 
are  afloat,  and  some  great  speculations  are  said  to 
have  been  made  in  the  lands  of  those  provinces; 
the  possession  of  which  seems  to  be  guaranteed  by 
an  article  of  the  capitulalicm  of  Pensacola,  &c. 
JVe  -want  light. 


Agricultural  Society  of  Albemarle. 

FKOM  THE  BICHMOND  EN'aUIBEB. 

Tuesday,  May  12,  1818, 

Resolvedy  That  tlie  thanks  of  the  Agricultural 
Society  of  Albemarle  are  due  to  the  president  for 
the  enlightened  and  important  address,  lliis  day 
delivered;  that  the  secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  atnd  required  to  request  a copy  for  pub- 
lication;  that  he  cause  Uie  said  address  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Enquirer;  as  also  250  copies,  to  be 
printed  in  the  pamphlet  form,  one  of  wlii.ch  lie  shall 
transmit  to  each  member  of  the  society. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

P.  MINOR,  Sec’if. 

Montpelier,  May,  18]  8. 

Dear  Sir — I have  received  your  letter  of  the. 
12th  inst.  communicating  the  request  of  the  Agri- 
cultural society  of  Albermarle,  for  a copy  of  the 
remarks  addressed  to  it,  at  its  last  meeting.  I 
cannot  decline  a compliance  with  tlie  request, 
though  I have  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that 
what  the  society  received  with  so  partial  an  ear 
will  not  bear  the  deliberate  perusal,  for  which  an 
opportunity  will  be  afforded. 

With  sincere  esteem,  I remain  your  friend  and 
servant,  JAMES  MADISON. 

Peter  Minor,  esq,,  secretas'g 

of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Albemarle. 

ADDRESS  BY  MR.  MADISON. 

[late  president  of  THE  UNITED  STATES.] 

It  having  pleased  the  society  to  name  me  for 
their  presiding  member,  I feel  it  a duly,  on  my 
first  appearing  among  you,  to  repeat  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  that  honorary  disiinction;  with  the 
assurances  of  my  sincere  desire  to  promote  the 
success  of  an  establishment,  w’hich  has  in  view  so 
valuable  an  object  as  that  of  improving  the  agri 
culture  of  our  country. 

The  faculty  of  cultivating  tlie  earth,  and  of  rear-, 
ing  aiiimal-s,  by  which  food  is  increased  beyond 
the  spontaneous  supplies  of  nature^  belongs  to  .man 
alone.  No  other  terrestrial  being  has  received  a 
higher  gift,  than  an  instinct,  like  that  of  the  bea- 
ver or  the  ant,  v.'liicli  merely  hoards  for  future  use, 
the  food  spontaneously  furnished  bv  nature 
Vol.  -2-L 


As  this  peculiar  faculty  gives  to  man  a pre-emi- 
nenceoVer  irrational  animals,  so  it  is  the  use  made 
of  It  by  some,  and  the  neglect  of  it  by  other  com- 
munities,  that  distinguish  them  from  each  other,  in 
the  most  important  features  of  the  human  charac- 
ter. 

The  contrast  between  the  enlightened  and  refin- 
ed nations  on  some  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  rude 
and  vyretched  tribes  on  others,  has  its  foundation 
in  this  distinction.  Civilization  is  never  seen  with- 
out agriculture:  nor  has  agriculture  ever  prevailed, 
where  the  civilized  afis  did  npt  make  their  an- 
pearance. 

But  closely  as  agriculture  and  civilization  are 
allied,  they  do  not  keep  pace  with  each  other. 
There  is  probably  a much  higher  state  of  agricul- 
ture  in  China  and  Japan,  than  in  many  other  coun- 
tnore  advanced  in  the  improvements  of 
civilized  life.  It  is  surely  no  small  reproach  to 
the  latter,  that  with  so  great  a superiority  in  sci- 
ence, and  in  the  fuller  possession  of  tJie  auxiliary 
arts,  they  should  suft'er  themselves  to  be  outstrip- 
ped in  the  very  art  by  which  both  are  essentially 
distinguished  from  the  brute  creation. 

It  must  not  be  inferred  how'ever  from  the  capa- 
cities and  the  motives  of  man,  for  an  artificial  in- 
crease of  the  productions  of  the  earth,  that  the 
tran.sItion  from  the  hunter,  or  even  the  herdsman’.s 
state,  to  the  agricultural,  is  a matter  of  course. 
11m  first  steps  in  this  tr^isition  are  attended  with 
difficuliy;  and  what  is  more,  with  disinclination. 

Without  a knowledge  of  the  metals,  and  the 
implements  made  of  them,  the  process  of  opening 
and  stirring  the  soil,  is  not  an  easy  operatioui 
though  one  perhaps  not  requiring  more  effort  and 
contrivance,  than  produced  the  instruments  used 
by  savages  in  war  and  in  the  chase. 

And  that  there  is  a disinclination  in  human  na- 
ture to  exchange  the  savage  for  the  civilized  life, 
cannot  be  questioned— We  need  not  look  for  proofs 
beyond  our  own  neighborhood.  The  Indian  tribes 
have  ever  shewn  an  aversion  to  the  cJiange.  Nei- 
ther the  persuasive  examples  of  plenty  and  comfort 
derived  from  the  culture  of  the  earth  by  their  white 
brethren,  nor  the  lessons  and  specimens  of  tillage 
placed  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  seconded  by  ac- 
tual ^sufferings  flora  a deficient  and  precarious 
subsistence,  have  converted  them  from  their  strong 
propensities  and  habitual  pursuits.  In  the  same 
spiiit,  they  always  betray  an  anxious  disposition 
to  return  to  their  pristine  life,  after  being  weaned 
fi'Qm  it  by  time,  and  apparently  moulded  by  intel- 
lectual and  moral  instruction,  into  tlm  habits  and 
ta&te.s  of  an  agricultural  people.  A still  more 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  bias  of  human  nature  is 
seen  in  the  familiar  fact,  that  our  own  people,  nurs- 
e4  and  reared  in  these  habits  and  tastes,  easily  slide 
into  those  of  the  savage,  and  are  rarely  reclaimed 
to  civilized  society  with  their  own  consent. 

Had  the  Europeans,  on  their  arrival,  found  this 
continent  destitute  of  human  inhabitants,  whose 
dangerous  neighborhood  kejf^  them  in  a compa.ct 
and  agncullund  state,  and  had  their  communica- 
tion with  the  jcoimtries  they  lefi  been  discontiiiu- 
ed,  they  might  have  sprea  1 themselves  into  the 
forests  where  game  and  fruits  would  liave  tibound- 
ed;  svkI  graU'iaily  forgetting  the  arts,  ■ g longer  ne- 
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ccssiiry  to  their  immediate  wants,  have  degenerat- 
ed into  savage  tribes. 

An  admired  historian,*  in  his  enquirj^  into  the 
oririn  of  the  American  savages,  represents  any 
such  degeneracy  as  impossible.  He  lays  it  down 
as  a certain  principle  that  the  necessary  arts  of  life, 
whence  once  introduced  among  a people,  can  never 
be  lost;  thux  the  dominion  over  inferior  animals  once 
enjoyed,  will  never  be  abandoned;  and  that  Ameri- 
ca, consequently,  must  have  been  peopled  from  a 
country  as  uncivilized  as  itself  Yet  he  derives 
the  Arnerican  savages,  generally,  from  the  Tartars/, 
wisose  example  must  have  taught  them  the  use  ofi 
certain  animals,  for  which  a substitute  might  have 
been  found  in  the  bison  or  buffalo  at  least,  (the 
same  animal  with  the  cow,)  if  not  in  the  elk,  the 
moose,  or  the  Caraboo:  and  he  regards  the  Esqui- 
maux, a tribe'  distinguished,  in  several  respects, 
for  ih.eir  rude  condition,  as  descendants  from  the 
Gi  eenlanders,  (of  the  same  modes  of  life  with 
tl.emselves,)  who  were  a colony  from  Norway, 
planted  in  the  ninth  century;  an  epoch  prior  to 
which  the  Norwegians  had  made  such  progress  in 
tlic  arts,  as  to  be  capable  of  formidable  maritime 
expeditions.  The  Greenland  colony,  therefore, 
must  have  undergone  a degeneracy  from  the  con- 
dition of  its  parent  country.  Without  supposing 
the  possibility  of  a transition  from  a better  state  of 
human  society  to  a s.avage  state,  how  would  the 
learned  historian  have  accounted  for  the  introduc- 
tion ef  the  savage  state  at  all.'* 

The  bent  of  human  nature  may  be  traced  on  the 
chart  of  our  country.  The  manufacturer  readily  ex- 
changes the  loom  for  tlie  plough,  in  opposition 
often  to  his  own  interest,  as  well  as  to  that  of  his 
country.  The  cultivator,  in  situations  presenting 
an  option,  to  the  labors  of  the  field,  tlie  more 
easy  employment  of  rearing  a herd.  And  as  the 
game  of  the  forest  is  approached,  the  bunting  life 
displays  the  fwce  of  its  attractions.  Where  do 
we  behold  a march  to  the  opposite  direction?  the 
hunter,  becoming  the  herdsman;  the  latter  a follow- 
er of  the  plough;  and  the  last  repairing  to  the  ma- 
nufactory or  workshop. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  fascination  of  that  personal 
independence  which  belongs  to  the  uncivilized 
state,  and  such  the  disrelish  and  contempt  of  the 
monotonous  labor  of  tillage,  compared  with  the 
exciting  occupations  of  the  chase,  or  with  the  indo- 
lence enjoyed  by  those  who  subsist  chiefly  on  the 
mere  bounties  of  nature,  or  on  their  migratory 
flocks,  that  a voluntarily  relinquishment  of  these 
latter  modes  of  life,  is  little  to  be  expected.  We 
certainly  perceive  nothing  in  the  character  of  our 
savage  neighbors,  from  which  it  could  be  inferred 
that  even  the  germs  of  agriculture,  observed  in 
their  spots  of  maize,  and  a few  other  cultivated 
plants,  would  ever  be  developed  into  the  extent 
implied  by  an  agricultural  life.  To  that  little  re- 
source, combined  with  the  game  furnished  by  the 
forest  and  by  the  lake  or  the  stream,  their  popuia- 
tion  and  habits  are  adjusted.  There  may  be  said, 
in  fact,  to  be  a plenum  of  the  former;  because  it  is 
commensurate  v/ith  their  food,  and  this  cannot  be 
increased  without  a change  of  habiis,  which  being 
founded  in  natural  propensities,  do  not  change  of 
themselves. 

The  first  introduction  of  agriculture  among  a 
savage  people  appears,  accordingly,  never  to  have 
taken  place  without  some  exiraordlnary  interposi- 
tiov. — Where  it  has  not  been  obtruded  by  colonies 
tr,.fisni j^nt'-rd  from  agricultural  countries,  ^is  from 

^Doctor  Robertson. 


PhcEnicia  and  Egypt  into  Greece,  and  from  Greece  i 
herself  among  her  savage  neighbors,  the  revolution  I 
has  proceeded  from  some  individual,  whose  singu- 
lar endowments,  and  supernatural  pretensions,  had  i 
given  him  an  ascendency  for  the  purpose.  All  | , 
these  great  reformers,  in  ancient  times,  were  re-  j| 
garded  as  more  than  men,  and  ultimately  worship-  I 
ped  as  gods.  A very  remarkable  example,  of  mo- 
dern date;,  is  found  in  the  revolution  from  the  sa-  i 
vage  to  the  agricultural  state,  said  to  have  been  i ; 
brought  about  by  Manco  Cap  ic  among  the  Peru-  i 
vians,  to  whom  he  represented  himself  as  the  off-  |j 
t^spring  of  the  sun.  ' 

Agriculture,  once  effectually  commenced,  may  i : 
proceed  of  itself,  under  impulses  of  its  own  crea-  i 
tion.  The  mouths  fed  by  it  increasing,  and  the 
supplies  of  nature  decreasing,  necessity  becomes  a ! ' 
spur  to  industry;  which  finds  another  spur  in  the  j; 
the  advantages  incident  to  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
perty, in  the  civilized  state.  And  thus  a pro- 
gressive agriculture,  and  a progressive  population 
ensue. 

But  although  no  determinate  limit  presents  itself  i 
to  the  increase  of  food,  and  to  a population  com- 
mensurate  with  it,  other  than  the  limited  produc- 
tiveness  of  the  earth  itself,  we  can  scarcely  be  war-  !!■ 
ranted  in  supposing  that  all  the  productive  powers  I 
of  i!s  surface  can  be  made  subservient  to  the  use  j 
of  man,  in  exclusion  of  all  the  plants  and  animals  il 
not  entering  into  his  stock  of  subsistence;  that  all  1 
the  elements  and  combinations  of  elements  in  the  i|i 
earth,  the  atmosphere,  and  the  water,  which  now  | 
support  such  various  and  such  numerous  descrip-  j| 
tlons  of  created  beings,  animate  and  inanimate,  jf 
could  be  withdrawn  from  that  general  destination,  i 
and  appropriated  to  the  exclusive  support  and  in-  jf 
crease  of  the  human  part  of  the  creation;  so  that  the  |[ 
whole  habitable  earth  should  be  as  full  of  people, 
as  the  spots  most  crowded  now  are  or  might  be  li 
made,  and  as  destitute  as  those  spots,  of  the  plants  ll 
and  animals  not  used  by  man.  ' 

The  supposition  cannot  well  be  reconciled  with  [ 
that  symmetry  in  the  face  of  nature,  which  derives  !‘ 
new  beauty  from  every  insight  that  can  be  gained  i) 
into  it.  It  is  forbidden  also  by  the  principles  and  jir 
laws  which  operate  in  various  departments  of  her  il 
economy,  falling  within  the  scope  of  common  ob-  i 
servation,  as  well  as  within  that  of  philosophic  re-  : 
searches. 

The  earth  contains  not  less  than  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  kinds  of  plants;  not  less  than  six  or  seven 
hundred  of  birds;  nor  less  than  three  or  four  hun- 
dred of  quadrupeds;  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousand 
species  of  fishes.  Of  reptiles  and  insects,  there 
are  more  than  can  be  numbered.  To  all  these  must 
be  added,  the  swarms  and  varieties  of  animalcules 
and  minute  vegetables  not  visible  to  the  natural 
eye,  but  whose  existence  is  probably  connected 
with  that  of  visible  animals  and  plants. 

On  comparing  this  vast  profusion  and  multipli- 
city of  beings  with  the  few  grains  and  grasses,  the 
few  herbs  and  roots,  and  the  few  fowls  and  quad-  ! 
rupeds,  which  make  up  the  short  list  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  man,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  it 
lies  with  him,  so  to  remodel  the  work  of  nature  as 
it  would  be  remodelled,  by  a destruction  not  only  ; 
of  individuals,  but  of  entire  species;  and  not  only 
of  a few  species,  but  of  every  species,  with  the 
very  few  exceptions  which  he  might  spare  for  his 
own  accommadation. 

Such  a multiplication  of  the  human  race,  at  the 
expense  of  the  rest  of  the  organiz'ed  creation,  im- 
plies tha!  the  food  of  all  plants  is  composed  of  ele-  i 
ments  equally  and  indiscriminately  nourishing  all, 
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and  which  consequently  may  be  wholly  appropria- 
ted to  the  one  or  few  plants  best  fitted  fpr  human 
use. 

Whether  the  food  or  constituent  matter  of  ve- 
getables, be  furnished  from  the  earth,  the  air  or 
water;  and  whether  directly,  or  by  either,  through 
the  medium  of  the  others,  no  sufficient  ground  ap- 
pears for  the  inference  that  the  food  for  all  is  the 
same. 

Different  plants  require  different  soils;  some 
flourishing  in  sandy,  some  in  clayey,  some  in  moist, 
some  in  dry  soils;  some  in  warm,  some  in  cold  si- 
tuations. Many  grow  only  in  water — and  a few 
subsist  in  the  atmosphere.  The  forms,  the  tex- 
tures, and  the  qualities  of  plants,  are  still  more 
diversified.  That  things  so  various  and  dissimilar 
in  their  organization,  their  constitutions,  and  their 
characters,  should  be  wholly  nourished  by,  and  con- 
sist of  precisely  the  same  elements,  requires  more 
proof  than  has  yet  been  offered. 

A case  which  has  been  relied  on  to  prove  that 
different  foods  are  not  necessary  for  different  plants, 
is  that  ©f  grafting  or  inoculating  one  kind  of  plant 
on  anotl'.er  kind;  the  sap  obtained  by  the  stock  for 
itself,  being  found  to  feed  and  perfect  the  graft. 
But  this  operation  has  its  limits.  It  does  not  ex- 
tend beyond  plants  having  a certain  affinity.  The 
apple  tree  may  be  planted  on  the  pear  or  quince. 
It  will  not  succeed  on  the  peach  or  the  cherry.  If 
the  cases  prove  that  the  same  food  suffices  for  the 
apple  and  the  pear,  they  equally  prove  that  differ 
ent  foods  are  required  for  the  apple  and  peach.  Jt 
is  said,  even  that  the  fruit  from  the  peach,  paft  on 
the  almond,  is  not  precisely  the  same  with  that 
from  a peach  graft  on  a plum. 

It  may  be  offered  as  another  argument  to  the 
same  effect,  that  all  animal  and  vegetable  decom- 
positions answer  indiscriminately  as  manures.  The 
factis  not  percisely  so.  Certain  manures  succeed 
best  with  certain  plants.  It  is  true,  nevertheless, 
that  animal  and  vegetable  substances,  in  a decom- 
posed state,  are,  generally,  manures  for  plants. 
Fish  even,  an  animal  from  the  water,  is  successful- 
ly used  as  a manure  for  Indian  corn  and  other  crops. 
But  this  and  similar  examples  prove  only  that  some 
ingredients  are  the  same  in  all  animals  and  plants; 
not  that  all  the  ingredients  in  eac!i  are  the  same. 

The  chemist,  though  as  yet  a fellow  student,  as 
much  as  a preceptor  of  the  agriculturist,  justly 
claims  attention  to  the  result  of  his  processes. 
From  that  source  we  learn  that  the  number  of 
known  elements,  not  yet  decomposable,  is  between 
forty  and  fifty;  that  about  seven  or  eight  belong  to 
the  organs  of  plants;  that  different  elements  enter 
into  the  composition  of  the  same  plant;  and  that 
they  are  combined  in  different  numbers  and  in 
difierent  proportions,  in  different  plants.  Suppos 
ing  then,  as  must  be  supposed,  that  these  different 
elements,  in  their  actual  quantities  and  propor- 
tions, are  adapted  to  the  quantities  and  the  pro- 
portions. of  the  existing  varieties  of  plants,  it 
would  happen,  in  so  great  a change  as  that  in  ques- 
tion, with  respect  to  the  number  and  variety  of 
plants,  that  the  quantities  and  the  proportions  of 
the  elements  would  not  be  adapted  to  the  parti- 
cular kinds  and  numbers  of  plants  retained  by  m in 
for  his  own  use.  Like  the  types  of  the  alphabet, 
apportioned  to  the  words  composing  a particular 
book,  when  applied  to  another  book  materially  dif- 
ferent in  its  coniencs,  there  would  be  of  some  a de- 
ficiency, of  others  a useless  surplus. 

Were  it  less  difficult  to  admit  that  all  the  sour- 
ces of  productiveness  could  be  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  the  food  of  man,  is  it  certain  that  an 


obstacle  to  his  indefinite  multiplication  would  not 
be  encountered  in  one  of  the  relations  between  the 
atmosphere  and  organized  beings.? 

Animals,  including  man,  and  plants  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  important  part  of  the  terrestrial 
creation.  They  are  pre-eminent  in  their  attributes; 
and  all  nature  teems  with  their  varieties  and  their 
multitudes,  visible  and  invisible.  To  all  of  them 
the  atmosphere  is  the  breath  of  life.  Deprived  of 
it,  they  all  equally  perish.  But  it  answer.s  this 
purpose  by  virtue  of  its  appropriate  constitution 
and  character.  What  are  tliese? 

The  atmosphere  is  not  a simple  but  a compound 
body.  In  its  least  compound  state,  it  is  usiderstood 
to  contain,  besides  what  is  called  vital  air,  others 
noxious  in  themselves,  yet  without  a portion  of 
which,  the  vital  air  becomes  noxious.  But  the  at- 
mosphere in  its  natui'al  state,  and  in  it«  ordinary 
communication  with  the  organized  world,  compri- 
ses various^  ingredients  or  modifications  of  ingre- 
dients, derived  from  the  use  made  of  it,  by  the  ex- 
isting variety  of  animals  and  plants.  T!ie  exhala- 
tions and  perspirations,  the  effluvia  and  transpira- 
tions of  these,  are  continually  charging  the  atmo.s- 
pher.e  with  a heterogeneous  variety  and  immense 
quantity  of  matter,  which  together  mu.st  contri- 
bute to  the  character  which  fits  it  for  its  destined 
purpose  of  supporting  the  life  and  health  of  orga- 
nized beings.  Is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that 
if,  instead  of  the  actual  compo.sition  and  character 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  creation,  to  which  the 
atmosphere  is  now  accomodated,  such  a compo.si- 
tion  and  character  of  that  creation  were  substi- 
tilted,  as  would  result  from  a reduction  of  the 
whole  to  man  and  a few  kinds  of  animals  and  plants, 
is  the  supposition  unreasonable,  that  the  change 
might  essentially  affect  the  aptitude  of  the  atmos- 
phere for  the  functions  required  of  it;  and  that  so 
great  an  innovation  might  be  found,  in  this  re.s 
pect,  not  to  accord  with  the  order  and  economy  of 
nature.? 

The  relation  of  the  animal  part  and  the  vegelabl.e 
part  of  the  creation  to  each  other,  through  the  me- 
dium of  tlie  atmosphere,  comes  in  aid  of  the  re- 
flection suggested  by  the  general  relation  betweesi 
the  atmosphere  and  both.  It  se^ms  to  be  now  well 
understood,  that  the  atmosphere,  when  respired  by 
animals,  becomes  unfitted  for  their  further  use, 
and  fitted  for  the  absorption  of  vegetahie.s;  and 
that  when  evolved  by  the  latter,  it  refitted  far 
' the  respiration  of  the  former:  an  interchange  be- 
ing thus  kept  up,  by  which  this  breatl)  of  life  is  re- 
ceived by  each,  in  a wholesome  state,  in  return  far 
it  in  an  unwholesome  one. 

May  it  not  be  concluded  from  this  admirable  ar- 
rangement and  beautiful  feature  in  the  economy  of 
nature,  that  if  the  whole  class  of  animals  were  ex- 
tingui.shed,  the  use  of  the  atmosphere  by  tlie  vege- 
table class  alpne  would  exhaust  it  of  its  Hfe-su:)- 
porting  power;  that,  in  like  manner,  if  the  wdsole 
class  of  vegetables  were  extinguished,' the  use  of 
It  by  the  animal  class,  aloiie,  would  deprive  it  of 
its  fitufss  for  their  support.?  And  if  such  would  be 
the  effect  of  an  entire  deslructi  >n  of  either  clas.s, 
inrelavion  to  the  other,  the  inferenpe  seems  to 
press  itself  upon  tis,  that  so  vast  a change  in  the 
proportio.us  of  each  class  to  tb.e  other,  and  in  the 
species  composing  the  respective  classes,  a.s  that 
in  question,  .night  not  be  compa' ible  with  the  con- 
tinued existence  and  health  of  Uie  remaining  spe- 
cies of  the  two  classes. 

The  immensity  of  the'  atmosplmre,  compared 
with  the  mass  of  animals  and  vegetables,  foruis  an 
apparent  objectioti  only  to  this  view  of  the  subject. 
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The  comparison  could  at  most  suggest  questions 
as  the  period  of  time  necae.sary  to  exhaust  the 
atmosphere  of  its  unrenewed  capacity  to  keep  alive 
atiimai  or  vegetable  nature,  when  deprived,  either, 
of  the  support  of  the  other.  And  thig  period  con- 
tracts itself  at  once  to  the  imagination,  when  it  is 
recollected  that  the  immensity  of  the  atmosphere 
is  the  effect  of  its  elasticity  and  rarefaction.  VVe 
know  from  the  barometer,  that  condensed  to  the 
specific  graviiy  of  mercury,  its  rise  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  eui'th  would  be  but  about  thirty  inches; 
and  from  the  well  pump,  that  condensed  to  the  spe- 
cific gravity  only  of  water,  which  is  nearly  the 
.safuc  with  toat  of  the  human  body,  its  rise  would 
be  little  more  than  as  many  feet;  that  is,  a little 
more  than  five  times  the  human  stature.  It  is 
found  that  a single  human  person,  employs  in  re- 
spiration not  less  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  times  his 
ouhi  weight  of  common  air,  in  every  twenty-four 
hours.  In  different  degrees,  some  greater,  some 
less,  the  case  is  the  same  with  most  other  animals. 
Flams  make  a corre.spondent  use  of  air  for  theii* 
purposes 

Other  views  of  the  economy  of  nature  coincide 
with  the  preceding.  There  is  a . known  tendency 
in  all  organized  beings  to  multiply  beyond  the  de- 
gree necessary  to  keep  up  their  actual  numbers.  It 
is  a wise  provision  of  nature:—!,  to  guard  against 
the  failure  of  the  species:  2,  to  afford,  in  the  sur- 
plus, a food  for  animals  whether  subsisting  on  ve- 
getables, or  on  other  animals  which  subsist  on  ve- 
getables. Nature  has  been  equally  provident  in 
guarding  against  an  excessive  multiplication  ofany 
one  species  which  might  too  far  encroach  on 
others,  by  subjecting  each,  when  unduly  multiply- 
ing itself,  to  be  arrested  in  its  progress  by  the  ef- 
fect of  the  multiplication: — 1,  in  producing  a defi 
ciency  of  food;  and  where  that  may  not  happen,  2, 
in  producing  a state  of  the  atmosphere  unfavora- 
ble Lo  life  and  health.  All  animals  aS  well  as  plants 
sicken  and  die  in  a state  too  much  crowded.  It  is 
the  case  with  our  domestic  animals  of  every  sort, 
where  no  scarcity  of  food  can  be  the  cause.  To 
the  same  laws  mankind  are  equaWy  subject.  An 
increase,  not  consisting  with  the  general  plan  ot 
nature,  arrests  itself.  According  to  the  degree  in 
which  the  number  thrown  together  exceeds  the  due 
proportion  of  space  and  air,  disease  and  mortality 
e isue.  It  was  the  vitiated  air  alone  which  put  out 
human  life  in  the  crowded  hqle  of  C.dcutta.  In  a 
space  somewhat  enlarged,  the  effect  would  have 
been  slower,  but  noi  less  cer*^ain.  In  all  confined 
situations,  from  the  dungeon  to  the  crowded  work- 
houses,  and  from  these  tO  the  compact  population 
of  overgi'own  cities,  the  atmosphere  becomes,  in 
corresp^irding  degrees,  unfitted  by  reiterated  use, 
for  sustaininp;  Iv.iman  life  and  health:  Were  the 

atmos’piiere  breathed  in  cities  not  diluted  and  dis- 
placed by  fresh  supplies  from  the  surrounding 
coun  ry,  the  nmrtality  would  soon  become  general. 
Were  the  surrounding  country  thickly  peopled  and 
no'  i efi'csiied  in  like  manner,  the  decay  of  health, 
t lOugh  a l.iter,  vv'ould  be  aneces.sary  consequence. 
A)kI  wei'e  fine  whole  habitable  earth  covered  with 
a d ’nse  population,  vv^asteful  nraladies  might  be 
h)oked  for,  that  would  thin  the  numbers  into  a 
iieal'hy  propoinion. 

\V'  -ic  the  earth  in  every  prodaclive  spot,  and  in 
every  spot  ca[)ible  of  being  made  productive,  ap- 
jjropriated  to  the  food  of  utm;  were  the  spade  sub- 
sli  uted  for  tiie  plough,  and  all  animals  consuming 
tiie  foo  l of  man,  or  food  for  which  hum.-m  food 
i;,ig  it  be  substituted  banisiied  from  existence,  so 
uo  t .'  [U'oducc  the  ma.xifuuu'.  of  popuiatioa  on  tlie 


earth,  there  would  be  more  than  an  hundred  indi- 
viduals for  every  one  now  upon  it.  In  the  actual 
population  of  many  countries,  it  brings  on  occasion- 
al epidemics,  to  be  traced  to  no  other  origin  than 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  Increase  the  num- 
bers ten  or  twenty  fold,  and  can  it  be.  supposed 
that  they  would  at  any  time  find  the  breath  of  life 
in  a condition  to  support  it:  or  if  that  supposition 
be  admissable  when  limited  to  a single  country, 
can  it  be  admitted,  when  not  only  the  contiguous 
countries,  but  the  whole  earth,  was  equally  crowd- 
ed.? 

Must  we  then  adopt  the  opinion  entertained  by 
some  philosophers,  that  no  variation  whatever  in 
the  numbers  and  proportions  of  the  organized  be- 
ings belonging  to  our  globe,  is  permitted  by  the 
system  of  nature;  that  the  number  of  species  and 
of  individuals,  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  empires, 
since  they  attained  a destined  complement,  ha& 
been,  and  must  always  be,  the  same;  that  the  only 
change  possible,  is  in  local  augmentation’s  and  di- 
minutions which  balance  each  other,  and  thus  main- 
tain the  established  and  unalterable  order  of 
things? 

This  would  be  the  opposite  extreme  to  that 
which  has  been  rejected.  Man,  though  so  similar 
in  his  physical  constitution  to  many  other  animals, 
is  essentially  distinguished  from  all  Other  organiz- 
ed beinp,  by  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers 
with  which  he  is  endowed.  He  possesses  a reason 
and  a will,  by  which  he  can  act  on  malter  organized 
and  unorganized.  He  can,  by  the  exercise  of  these 
peculiar  powers,  increase  his  subsistence,  by  which 
his  numbers  may  be  increased  beyond  the  sponta- 
neous supplies  of  nature;  and  it  would  be  a reason- 
able conclusion,  that  making,  as  he  does,  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  an  intelligent  and  voluntary  agent,  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  terrestrial  system,  theother  parts 
of  the  system  are  so  framed  as  not  to  be  altogether* 
unsusceptible  of  his  agency,  and  unpUable  to  its  ef- 
fects. 

This  reasonable  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact,  that  the  capacity  of  man,  derived  from  his  rea- 
son and  his  will,  has  effected  an  increase  of  parti- 
cular plants  and  animals  conducive  to  an  increase 
of  his  own  race;  and  a diminution  of  the  numbers,  if 
not  of  the  species,  of  plants  and  animals  displaced 
by  that  increase. 

Most,  if  not  all,  our  domesticated  animals  proba- 
bly exceed  the  numbers  which,  witbcmt  the  inter- 
vention of  man,  would  be  their  natural  amount; 
whilst  the  animals  preying  on,  or  interfering  with 
them,  are  proportionally  reduced  in  their  numbers. 

The  case  is  the  same  with  cultivated  plants. — 
They  are  increased  beyond  their  natural  amount; 
and  banish  or  proportionally  reduce  such  as  inter- 
fere with  them. 

Nor  can  it  be  said  that  these  changes,  made  by 
human  art  and  industry  in  some  regions,  are  balanc- 
ed by  corresponding  changes  made  by  nature,  in 
other  regions.  Take  for  examples,  the  articles  of 
whe.‘it,  rice,  millet  and  maize,  which  are  the  chief 
food  of  civilized  man;  and  which  are  now  spread 
over  such  immense  space.s.  It  is  not  possible  to 
regard  them,. as  occupying  no  more  then  their  ori- 
ginal and  fixed  proportions  of  the  earth;  and  that  in 
other  parts  ofir,  < hey  have  disappeared  in  the  same 
degree  in  whicli  they  are  thus  artificially  extended. 
Tliese  grains  belong  to  the  torrid  and  temperate 
zones  only;  and  so  great  a portion  of  these  zones 
nave  been  exploi  ed,  that  it  is  certain,  they  could 
not  have  been  ili.splaced  from  other  parts  of  the 
globe,  in  the  degree  in  which  they  abound  where 
Uiey  are  no  w cultivated,  and  where  it  is  certain 
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they  owe  their  abundance  to  cultivation.  There 
must  consequently  be  an  absolute  increase  of  them 
produced  by  the  agency  of  man. 

Take  more  particularly  for  an  example^  the  arti- 
cle of  rice,  which  constitutes  so  large  a portion  of 
human  food.  The  latitudes  to  which  its  growth  is 
limited  by  the  nature  of  the  plant,  are  for  the  most 
part  so  well  known,  that  it  may  be  assumed  for  an 
unquestionable  fact,  that  this  grain  cannot  always 
have  prevailed  any  where,  in  the  extent  in  which  it 
is  now  cultivated.  And  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
the  vegetable  productions  belonging  to  the  same 
climates,  which  must  have  been  displaced  by  its 
cultivation,  have  not  received  an  equivalent  intro- 
duction and  extension  elsewhere. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  vegetable  productions, 
most  extensively  used  as  human  food,  are  but  little 
if  at  all  found  in  there  indigenous  state;  whether 
that  state  be  the  same  as  their  present  one,  or  a 
state  from  which  tliey  were  improveable  into  their 
present  state.  They  seem  indeed  not  likely  to 
flourish  extensively  in  situations  not  prepared  by 
the  hand  of  man.  The  potatoe,  so  recently  brought 
into  use,  and  now  spreading  itself  over  so  great  a 
surface,  can  barel3T  be  traced  to  a native  state  in 
the  mountains  of  Chili;  nor  can  it  be  believed  that 
previous  to  its  adoption  by  man,  it  ever  existed  in 
the  extent  to  which  cultivation  is  now  carrying  it. 

These  views  of  the  subject  seem  to  authorize  the 
conclusion,  that  although  their  is  a proportion  be 
tween  the  animal  and-  vegetable  classes  of  beings 
on  our  globe,  and  between  the  species  in  each  class, 
with  respect  to  which  nature  does  not  permit  such 
a change  as  would  result  from  a destruction  of  the 
animals  and  vegetables  not  used  by  man;  and  a 
multiplication  of  the  human  race,  and  of  the  seve- 
ral species  of  animals  and  vegetables  used  by  it, 
sufficient  to  fill  up  the  void;  yet  that  there  is  a de- 
gree  of  change  which  the  peculiar  faculties  of 
man  enable  him  to  make,  and  by  making  which 
his  fund  of  subsistence,  and  his  numbers  may  be 
augmented;  there  being  at  the  same  time,  when- 
ever  his  numbers,  and  the  change,  exceed  the  ad- 
mitted degree,  a tendency  in  that  excess  to  correcl 
itself. 

Could  it  however  be  supposed  that  the  establish- 
ed  system  and  symmetry  of  nature  required  the 
number  of  4uman  beings  on  the  globe  to  be  always 
the  same;  that  the  only  change  permitted  in  rela- 
tion to  thern,  was  in  their  distribution  over  it,  still 
as  the  blessing  of  existence  to  that  number  would 
materially  depend  on  the  parts  of  the  globe  on 
which  they  may  be  thrown;  on  the  degree  in  which 
their  situation  may  be  convenient  or  crowded; 
and  on  the  nature  of  their  political  and  social  in- 
stitutions, motives  would  not  be  wanting  to  obtain 
for  our  portion  of  the  earth  its  fullest  share,  by 
improving  the  resources  of  human  subsistence,  ac- 
cording to  the  fair  measure  of  its  capacity— For,  in 
what  other  portion  of  equal  extent  will  be  found 
climates  more  friendly  to  the  health,  or  conge- 
nial to  the  feelings  of  its  inhabitants.?  In  what 
other,  a soil  yielding  more  food  with  not  more 
labor.?  And  above  all,  where  will  be  found  institu- 
tions  equally  securing  the  blessings  of  personal  in- 
dependence, and  of  social  enjoyments.?  The  envia- 
h\e  condition  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  is 
often  too  inuch  ascribed  to  the  physical  advantages 
of  their  soil  and  climate,  and  to  their  uncrowd- 
ed situation,  Much  is  certainly  due  to  these  causes 
—but  a just  estimate  of  the  happiness  of  our  coun 
try,  will  never  overlook  what  belongs  to  the  fertile 
activity  of  a free  people,  and  the  benign  infiuence 
of  a responsible  governments 


In  proportion  as  we  relax  the  hypothesis  which 
makes  the  aggregate  number  of  mankind  unsuscep- 
tible of  change,  and  believe  that  the  resources  of 
our  country  may  not  only  contribute  to  the  greater 
happiness  of  a given  number,  but  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  number  enjoying  a greater  happiness, 
the  motives  become  stronger  for  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  them. 

But,  whilst  all  are  sensible  that  agriculture  is 
the  basis  of  population  and  prosperity,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  study  and  practice  of  its  true  prin- 
ciples have  hitherto  been  too  generally  neglected 
in  the  United  States;  and  that  tlijs  state  has  at  least 
its  full  share  of  the  blame.  Now  only,  for  the  first 
time,  notwithstanding  several  meritorious  exam- 
ples of  earlier  date,  a general  attention  seems  to 
be  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  a reform.  Patriotic 
societies,  the  best  agents  for  effecting  it,  are  pur- 
suing the  object  with  the  animation  and  intelligence 
which  characterize  the  efforts  of  a self  governed 
people,  whatever  be  the  objects  to  which  they  may 
be  directed. 

Among  these  promising  Institutions,  I cannot 
glance  at  all  the  names  of  those  composing  that  of 
Albemarle,  without  being  assured,  that  its  full 
quota  of  information  will  be  furnished  to  the  gene- 
ral slock.  I regret  only,  that  my  own  competency 
bears  so  little  proportion  to  my  wishes  to  co-ope- 
rate with  them.  That  I may  not  be  thought, 
however,  deficient  in  good  will,  as  well  as  in  oiher 
requisites,  I shall  venture  on  the  task,  a task  the 
least  difficult,  of  pointing  out  some  of  the  most 
prevalent  errors  in  our  husbandry,  and  which  ap- 
pear to  be  among  those  which  may  merit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  society,  and  the  instructive  examples 
of  its  members. 

I.  The  error  first  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  culti- 
vating land,  either  naturally  poor  or  impoverished 
by  cultivation.  This  error,  like  many  others,  is 
the  effect  of  habit,  continued  after  the  reason  for 
it  has  failed.  Whilst  there  was  an  abundance  of 
fresh  and  fertile  soil,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  cul- 
tivator to  spread  his  labor  over  as  great  a surface 
as  he  could.  Land  being  cheap  and  labor  dear, 
and  the  land  co  operating  powerfully  with  the  la- 
bor, it  was  profitable  to  draw  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  land.  Labor  is  now  comparatively  cheap- 
er  and  land  dearer.  Where  labor  has  risen  in  price 
fourfold  land  has  risen  tenfold.  It  might  be  profit- 
able, therefore,  now  to  contract  the  surface  over 
which  labor  is  spread,  even  if  the  soil  retained  its 
freshness  and  fertility.  But  this  is  not  the  case. 
Much  of  the  fertile  soil  is  exhausted,  and  unfertile 
soils  are  brought  into  cultivation;  and  both  co- 
operating less  with  labor  in  producing  the  crop,  it 
is  necessary  to  consider  how  far  labor  can  be  profit- 
ably exerted  on  them;  whether  it  ought  not  to  be 
applied  towards  making  them  fertile,  rather  than 
in  further  impoverishing  them,  or  whether  it  might 
not  be  more  profitably  applie'd  to  mechanical  occu- 
pations, or  to  domestic  manuf ictures.? 

In  the  old  countries  of  Europe,  where  labor  is 
cheap  and  land  dear,  the  object  is  to  augment  la- 
bor, and  contract  the  space  on  which  it  is  employ, 
ed.  In  the  new  settlements  taking  place  in  this 
country,  the  original  practice  here  may  be  rational- 
ly pursued.  In  the  old  settlements,  the  reason  for 
the  practice  in  Europe  is  becoming  daily  less  inap- 
plicable; and  we  ought  to  yield  to  the  change  of 
circumstances,  by  forbearing  to  waste  our  I:  bor  on 
land  which,  besides  not  paying  for  it,  ie  s it  m re 
impoverished,  and  rendered  more  difficult  to  be 
made  rich.  The  crop  which  is  of  i t, 

gives  the  blow  most  mortal  to  the  soil.  It  has  not 
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been  a very  rare  thing  to  see  land  under  the  plough, 
lioi  producing  enough  to  feed  the  ploughman  and 
his  hopse;  and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  the  death 
blow  is  given.  The  goose  is  killed,  without  even 
obtaining  the  coveted  egg, 

There  cannot  be  a more  rational  principle  in 
the  code  of  agriculiure,  than  that  every  farm  which 
is  in  good  heart  should  be  kept  so;  that  every  one 
not  in  good  heart  should  be  made  so;  and  that  what 
is  right  as  to  the  farm,  generally,  is  so  as  to  every 
p.u't  of  every  farm.  Any  system  therefore,  or  want 
of  system,  which  tends  to  make  a rich  farm  poor, 
or  does  not  tend  to  make  a poor  farm  rich,  cannot 
be  good  for  the  owner;  whatever  it  may  be  for  the 
tenant  or  superi'ntendant,  who  has  transient  inte- 
rest only  in  it.  The  profit,  where  there  is  any,  will 
not  balance  the  loss  of  intrinsic  value  sustained  by 
the  land. 

II.  The  evil  of  pressing  too  hard  upon  the  land, 
has  also  been  much  increased  by  the  bad  mode  of 
ploughing  it.  Shallow  ploughing,  and  ploughing 
up  and  down  hilly  land,  have,  by  exposing  the 
loosened  soil  to  be  carried  off  by  rains,  hastened 
more  than  any  thing  else,  the  waste  of  its  fertility. 
'When  the  mere  surface  is  pulverized,  moderate 
rains  on  land  but  little  uneven,  if  ploughed  up  and 
down,  gradually  wear  it  away.  And  heavy  rains 
on  hilly  land,  ploughed  in  that  manner,  soon  pro- 
duce a like  effect,  notwithstanding  the  improved 
practice  of  deeper  ploughing.  Hp\y  have  the  beau- 
ty and  value  of  this  red  ridge  of  country  suffered 
from  this  cause?  And  how  much  is  due  to  the 
happy  improvement  introduced  by  a member  of 
fhis  society,  whom  I need  not  name,*  by  a cultiva- 
tion in  horizontal  drills  with  a plough  adapted  to 
it?  Had  the  practice  prevailed  from  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  country,  the  general  fertility  would 
have  been  more  than  the  double  of  what  the  red 
liills,  and  indeed  all  other  hilly  lands,  now  possess; 
and  the  scars  and  sores  novv  defacing  them  would 
no  where  be  seen. — Happily,  experience  hs  proving 
that  this  remedy,  aided  by  a more/ational  manage- 
ment in  other  respects,  is  adequate  to  the  purpose 
of  healing  wljat  has  been  wounded,  as  well  as  of 
preserving  the  health  of  what  has  escaped  the  ca- 
lamity. It  is  truly  gratifying  to  observe  how  fast 
the  improvement  is  spreading  from  the  parent  ex- 
ample. The  value  of  our  red  hills,  under  a mode 
of  cultivation  which  guards  their  fertility  against 
wasting  rains,  is  probably  exceeded  by  that  of  no 
uplands  whatever?  and  without  that  advantage 
they  are  exceeded  in  value  by  almost  all  others. 
Tiiey  are  little  more  than  a lease  for  years, 

Besides  the  inestimable  advantage  from  horizon- 
tal ploughing,  in  protecting  the  soil  against  the 
wasting  effect  of  rains,  there  is  a great  one  in  its 
preventing  ihe  rains  themselves  from  being  lost  to 
the  crop.  Tlie  Indian  corn  is  the  crop  which  most 
exposes  the  soil  to  be  carried  off  by  the  rains;  and 
it  is  at  the  same  lime  the  crop  which  most  needs 
them.  Where  the  land  is  not  only  hilly,  but  the  soil 
thirsty,  (as  is  the  case  particularly  throughout  this 
mountainous  I’aiige,)  the  preservation  of  the  rain  as 
it  falls,  between  the  drilled  ridges,  is  of  peculiar 
importance;  and  its  gradual  settling  downwards  to 
the  roots,  is  the  best  possible  mode  of  supplying 
them  with  moisture.  In  the  old  ipethod  of  plough- 
ing shallow,,  with  the  furrows  up  and  down,  the 
vain  as  well  as  the  soil  was  lost. 

HI.  The  neglect  of  manures  is  another  error 
which  claims  particular  notice.  It  may  be  traced 
to  the  same  cause  with  our  excessive  cropping.  In 
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the  early  stages  of  our  agriculture,  it  was  more 
convenient,  and  more  profitable,  to  bring  new  land 
into  cultivation,  than  to  improve  exhausted  land. 
The  failure  of  new  land  has  long  called  for  the  im- 
provement of  old  land;  but  habit  has  kept  us  deaf 
to  the  call. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  continual  crop- 
ping without  manure,  deprives  the  soil  of  its  ferti- 
lity. It  is  equally  certain  that  fertility  may  be  pre- 
served or  restored,  by  giving  to  the  earth  animal 
or  vegetable  manure  equivalent  to  the  matter  ta- 
ken from  it;  and  that  a perpetual  fertility  is  not,  in 
itself,  incompatible  with  an  uninterrupted  succes- 
sion of  crops.  The  Chinese,  it  is  said,  smile  at  the 
idea,  that  land  needs  rest,  as  if  like  animals  it  bad 
a sense  of  fatigue.  Their  soil  does  not  need  rest, 
because  an  industrious  use  is  made  of  every  ferti- 
lizing particle  that  can  contribute  towards  replac- 
ing what  has  been  drawn  from  it.  And  this  is  the 
more  practicable  with  them,  as  almost  the  whole  of 
what  is  grown  on  their  farms  is  consumed  within 
them.  That  a restoration  to  the  earth  of  all  that 
annually  grows  on  it,  prevents  its  impoverishment, 
is  sufficiently  seen  in  our  forests,  where  the  annu- 
al exuviae  of  the  trees  and  plants  replace  the  fer- 
tility of  which  they  deprive  the  earth.  Where 
frequent  fires  destroy  the  leaves  and  whatever  else 
is  annually  dropped  on  the  earth,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  land  becomes  poorer:  this  destruction  of 
the  natural  crop,  having  the  same  impoverishing 
effect,  as  a removal  of  a cultivated  crop.  A still 
stronger  proof  that  an  annual  restoration  to  the 
earth  of  all  its  annual  product  will  perpetuate  its 
productiveness,  is  seen  where  our  fields  are  left 
uncultivated  and  unpastured.  In  this  case  the 
soil,  receiving  from  the  decay  of  the  spontaneous 
weeds  and  grasses  more  fertility  than  they  extract 
from  it,  is  for  a time  at  least  improved,  not  impo- 
verished. Its  improvement  may  be  explained,  by 
the  fertilizing  matter  which  tfie  weeds  and  grasses 
derive  from  water  and  the  atmosphere,  which  forms 
a nett  gain  to  the  earth.  At  what  point,  or  from 
what  cause,  the  formation  and  accumulation  of  ve- 
getable mould  from  this  gain  ceases,  is  not  per- 
haps  very  easy  to  be  explained.  That  it  does 
cease,  is  proved  by  the  stationary  condition  of  the 
surface  of  the  earth  in  old  forests;  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  accumulation  varies  with  the  nature 
of  the  subjacent  earth,  is  equally  certain.  It 
seems  to  depend  also  on  the  species  of  trees  and 
plants  which  happen  to  contribute  the  materials 
for  the  vegetable  mould. 

But  the  most  eligible  mode  of  preserving  the 
richness,  and  of  enriching  the  poverty  of  a farm,  i.s 
certainly  that  of  applying  to  the  soil  a sufficiency 
of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  in  a putrified  state 
or  a state  ready  for  putrefaction;  in  order  to  pro- 
cure which,  too  much  care  cannot  be  observed  in 
saving  every  material  furnished  by  the  farm.  This 
resource  was  among  the  earliest  discoveries  of  men 
living  by  agriculture;  and  a proper  use  of  it  has 
been  made  a test  of  good  husbandry,  in  all  coun- 
tries, ancient  and  modern,  where  its  principles  and 
profits  have  been  studied. 

Some  farmers  of  distinction,  headed  by  Tull,  sup- 
posed that  mere  earth,  in  a pulverized  state,  was 
sufficient  without  manure  for  the  growth  of  plants; 
and  consequently  that  continued  pulverization 
would  render  the  soil  perpetually  productive;  a 
theory  which  never  would  have  occurred  to  a plan- 
ter of  tobacco  or  of  Indian  corn,  who  finds  the 
soil  annually  producing  less  and  less,  under  a con- 
stant pulverizing  course.  The  known  experiment 
of  Van  Heimont  seemed  to  favor  the  opposite  thep- 
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ry,  that  the  earth  parted  with  nothing  towards  the 
plants  growing  on  it.  If  there  were  no  illusion  in 
the  case,  the  earth  used  by  him  must  at  least  have 
been  destitute  of  vegetable  mould:  for  in  an  ex- 
periment by  Woodhouse,  a garden  mould  was  di- 
minished in  its  weight  by  aplant  which  grew  in  it. 
And  the  latest  chemical  examinations  of  the  sub- 
ject coincide  with  the  general  opinion  of  practical 
"husbandmen,  that  the  substance  of  plants  partakes 
of  the  substance  of  the  soil. 

The  idea  is  indeed  very  natural  that  vegetable 
matter  which  springs  from  the  earth,  and  of  itself 
returns  to  the  earth,  should  be  one  source  at  least 
of  the  earth’s  capacity  to  reproduce  vegetable  mat- 
ter. 

It  has  been  asked,  how  it  happens  that  Egypt 
and  Sicily,  whicli  have  for  ages  been  exporting  their 
agricultural  produce,  without  a return  of  any  equi- 
valent produce,  have  not  lost  their  reproductive 
capacity.  One  answer  has  been,  that  they  have 
lost  no  small  degree  of  it.  If  the  fact  be  other- 
wise with  regard  to  Egypt,  it  might  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fertilizing  inundations  of  the  Nile  With 
regard  to  Sicily,  there  may  be  something  in  the  sys- 
tem of  husbandry,  or  some  particular  local  circum- 
stances, which  countervail  the  continued  asporta- 
tion of  the  fruits  of  the  soil.  But  it  is  far  more 
probable,  that  the  Island  is  less  productive  than  it 
once  was.  It  is  certainly  less  of  a granary  for  other 
countries  now,  than  it  was  when  it  received  that 
title  from  the  ancient  Romans. — And  its  population 
being  diminished,  the  internal  consumption  must 
also  be  diminished.  If  a single  farm  is  rendered 
less  productive  by  a continued  removal  of  its  crops, 
without  any  adequate  returns,  no  reason  occurs 
why  it  should  not  happen  to  a number  of  farms 
multiplied  to  the  extent  of  a whole  country. 

And  that  individual  farms  do  lose  their  fertility, 
in  proportion  as  crops  are  taken  from  them,  and  re- 
turns of  manure  neglected,  is  a fact  not  likely  to  be 
questioned. 

If  it  were,  Virginia,  unfortunately,  is  but  too  ca- 
pable of  furnishing  the  proofs.  Her  prevailing 
crops  have  been  very  exhausting,  and  the  use  of 
manures  has  been  particularly  neglected. 

Tobacco  and  Indian  corn,  which  for  a long  time, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  were  the 
articles  almost  exclusively  9ultivated,  and  which 
continue  to  be  cultivated,  the  former  extensively, 
the  latter  universally,  are  known  to  be  great  im- 
poverishers  of  the  soil.  Wheat,  which  has  fora 
number  of  years,  formed  a large  portion  of  the 
general  crop,  is  also  an  exhausting  crop.  So  are 
rye  and  oats,  which  enter  occasionally  into  our 
farming  system. 

With  so  many  consumers  of  the  fertility  of  the 
earth,  and  so  little  attention  to  the  means  of  re- 
pairing their  ravages,  no  one  can  be  surprized  at 
the  impoverished  face  of  the  country;  whilst  every 
one  ought  to  be  desirous  of  aiding  in  the  work  of 
reformation. 

The  first  main  step  towards  it,  is  to  make  the 
thieves  restore  as  much  as  possible  of  the  stolen 
fertility.  On  this,  with  other  improvements  which 
may  be  made  in  our  husbandry,  we  must  depend 
for  the  rescue  of  our  farms  from  their  present  de- 
graded condition. 

Of  tobacco  not  a great  deal  more  than  one  half 
of  the  entire  plant  is  carried  to  market.  The  resi- 
due is  an  item  on  the  list  of  manures;  and  it  is 
known  to  be  in  its  quality  a very  rich  one.  I'he 
crop  of  tobacco,  however,  though  of  great  value, 
covei's  but  a small  proportion  of  our  cultivated 
ground;  and  its  ofial  can,^f  course, ^contribute  hut 


inconsiderably  to  the  general  stock  of  manure.  It 
is  probable  also,  that  what  it  does  contribute,  has 
been  more  carefully  used  as  a manure,  than  any 
other  article  furnished  by  our  crops. 

The  article  which  constitutes  our  principal  ma- 
nure, is  wheat  straw.  It  is  of  much  importance, 
therefore,  to  decide  a right  on  the  mode  of  using’ 
it.  There  are  three  modes: — 1,  Carrying  it  from 
the  firm  yard,  after  having  passed  throiigh,  or  be- 
ing trodden  and  enriched  by  cattle.  In  that  mode, 
the  greater  part  of  it  must  be  used,  if  used  at  all; 
the  straw  going  thro*  that  process,  being  a neces- 
sary part  of  the  food  allotted  to  the  cattle.  To 
derive  the  full  advantage  from  it,  it  ought  to  be 
hauled  out  before  the  substance  has  been  wasted  by 
rain,  by  the  sun,  and  by  the  wind;  and  to  be  buried 
in  the  earth  as  soon  after  as  possible.  2.  Sprea  Ung 
the  straw  on  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Many 
respectable  farmers  are  attached  to  this  mode,  as 
protecting  the  soil  from  the  sun;  and  by  keeping  it 
moist,  favoring  the  vegetation  Underneath,  whether 
spontaneous  or  artificial;  whilst  the  straw  itself  is 
gradually  decomposed  into  a manure.  The  objec- 
tion to  this  mode,  is  the  loss  by  evaporation,  before 
this  last  effect  is  obtained.  3.  Turning  the  straw 
at  once  under  the  surface  of  the  e.arth.  This  would 
seem  to  be  the  best  mode  of  managing  manures 
generally;  least  of  their  substance  being  then  lost. 
When  the  grain  is  trodden  out  from  the  straw,  it 
is  left  in  a state  easily  admitting  this  operation. 
Some  difficulty  may  attend  it,  when  the  grain  is 
threshed  from  the  straw,  by  the  flail^or  by  the  ma- 
chines now  in  use,  neither  of  which  break  the  straw 
sufficiently  to  pieces. 

It  may  be  remarked  with  regard  to  this  article 
of  manure — 1.  That  its  weight  is  barely  more  than 
that  of  the  grain.— -2.  That  the  grain  is  the  part 
which  makes  the  greatest  draft  on  the  fertility  of 
the  earth.  3.  That  the  grain  is  for  the  most  part 
not  consumed  within  the  farm.  It  is  found  on  trial 
that  a stalk  of  wheat,  as  generally  cut,  including 
the  chaff,  and  the  grains  borne  by  the  stalk,  are 
pretty  nearly  of  equal  weight.  The  case  is  proba- 
bly the  same  with  rye,  and  not  very  different  with 
oats.  The  proportion  of  fertilizing  matter  in  the 
straw,  to  that  in  the  grain,  has  not,  as  far  as  I know, 
been  brought  to  any  satisfictory  test.  It  is,  doubt- 
less, much  less  in  the  straw,  which  alone,  in  the 
case  of  wheat,  is  with  us  returnable  in  any  form  to 
the  earth.  This  consideration,  whilst  it  urges  us 
to  make  the  most  of  the  article  as  a manure,  warns 
us  of  its  insufficiency. 

The  stubble,  and  the  roots  of  the  small  grains, 
not  being  taken  from  the  earth,  may  be  regarded 
as  elapsing  into  a fertility  equal  to  that  of  which 
they  deprived  the  earth.  This  remark  is  applicable 
to  all  cultivated  plants,  the  roots  of  which  are  not 
an  esculent  part. 

An  eminent  citizen  and  celebrated  agriculturistf 
of  this  state  has,  among  other  instructive  lessons, 
called  the  public  attention  to  the  value  of  the  corn 
stalk  as  a manure.  I am  persuaded  that  he  has  not 
overrated  it.  And  it  is  a subject  of  agreeable  re- 
flection,  that  an  article  which  is  so  extensively  cul- 
tivated as  that  of  l!\dian  corn,  and  which  is  so  par- 
ticularly exhausting,  should  be  the  one  so  capable 
of  repairing  the  injury  it  does.  I'he  cornstalk  as 
a fodder  is  of  great  value.  Not  only  tlie  leaves, 
but  the  husk  inclosing  the  ear,  and  the  cob  enclos- 
ed by  it,  are  all  more  or  less  valuable  food  when 
duly  preserved  and  dealt  out  to  cattle.  Tiiere  is 
no  better  fodder  than  the  leaves  or  blades  for 
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horses  and  oxen;  nor  any  so  much  approved  for 
sheep,  the  husk  or  shruck  is  a highly  nourishing 
food  for  neat  cattle.  And  the  pickings  of  the  stock, 
even  at  a late  season,  and  after  much  exposure  to 
the  weather,  support  them  better  than  any  of  the 
straws.  From  the  saccharine  matter  in  the  stock, 
which  is  long  retained  about  the  joints,  it  cannot 
he  doubted  that  if  cut  early,  or  before  exposure  to 
the  weather,  into  parts  small  enough  for  mastica- 
tion, it  would  well  repay,  as  a food  for  cattle,  the 
labor  required  for  it. 

■yhe  great  value  of  the  cornstalk,  in  all  its  parts, 
as  a fodder,  was  brought  into  full  proof,  by  the 
use  made  of  it,  during  the  late  general  failure  of 
crops.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lesson  v/ill  not  be 
suffered  to  pass  into  oblivion. 

But  it  is  as  a resource  for  re-fertilizing  the  soil, 
that  the  cornstalk  finds  the  proper  place  here;  and 
as  such  it  merits  particular  notice,  whetlier  it  be 
passed  through  animals,  or  be  prepared  by  fermen- 
tation in  the  farm  yard;  or  be  merely  spread  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  the  mode  in  which  its  effects 
must  be  least  considerable.  The  same  qualities 
which  render  every  part  of  it  nutricious  to  animals, 
render  it  nutricious  to  the  earth;  and  it  is  accompa- 
panied  with  the  peculiar  advantages — 1.  That  the 
grain  itself  is  mostly  every  where,  and  altogether, 
in  places  distant  from  navigation,  consumed  within 
]the  farms  producing  it.  2.  That  as  the  grain  is  in 
greater  proportion  to  the  space  on  which  it  grows 
than  most  other  grains,  so  the  rest  of  the  plant  is 
in  greater  pr(#portion  to  the  grain,  than  the  rest  of 
any  other  grain  plant.  The  straw  and  chaff  of  the 
^mailer  grains,  as  already  remarked,  is  in  weight 
but  about  one  half  of  the  grain.  The  cornstalk, 
with  all  its  appurtenant  offal,  is  of  less  than  three 
times,  and  if  taken  early  from  the  field,  probably 
of  not  less  than  four  or  five  times  the  weight  of  the 
grain  belonging  to  it.  3.  The  fertilizing  matter 
contained  in  the  cornstalk  is  greater  in  proportion 
to  its  weight,  than  that  contained  in  the  straw  and 
offal  of  other  grains  is  to  the  weight  of  tlie  straw 
and  offal. 

Would  it  be  hazarding  too  much  to  say,  that 
where  a Jevel  surface,  or  the  mode  of  cultivating  a 
hilly  one,  prevents  the  rains  from  carrying  of  the 
soil,  a restoration  of  an  entire  crop  of  Indian  corn, 
in  the  form  of  manure,  to  the  space  producing  it 
fthere  being  no  other  intervening  prop  not  so  re- 
stored)  would  replace  the  fertility  consumed  by  the 
crop;  and  maintain  a perpetual  productiveness?— 
Beason,  the  case  of  forest  and  fallow  fields,  where 
the  spontaneous  crop  falls  back  of  itself  on  t!ie 
earth,  and  the  Chinese  example,  where  the  culti- 
vated crop  is  restored  to  the  earth,  all  pronounce 
that  such  would  be  the  effect.  Auid  yet  the  fact 
ftares  us  in  the  face^  that  our  most  impoverislied 
fields,  even  the  most  level  of  them,  owe  their  con 
dition  more  to  the  crops  of  Indian  corn,  than  to  any 
other  crops. 

The  cotton  plant,  which  is  so  extensive  a crop,  in 
the  more  southern  and  the  south  western  states,  is 
but  little  cultivated  in  Virginia,  and  scarcely  at  all 
in  this  part  of  it.  I am  not  able  to  say  how  far  it 
is  comparatively  an  exhausting  crop.  But  it  would 
seem  to  be  more  capab  e Jhan  any  crop,  not  wiiolly 
consumed  within  the  farm,  of  preserving  its  fertili- 
tv.  The  only  part  of  tlie  plant  carried  away,  is 
the  cotton  fibre,  pr  wooly  part,  which  bears  an  irt- 
ponsiderable  proportion  to  the  oilier  parts  in. 
weight,  and,  as  may  be  inferred,  in  fertilizing  mat  ' 
ter  also.  The  seed  alone,  passing  by  the  ball  and 
haulm,  is  of  three  times  its  weight  and  contains  the 
chief  part  of  the  oil  in  the  plant.  In  the  countries 


where  cotton  makes  the  principal  part  of  the  crop, 
the  superfluous  seed  must  deserve  great  attention 
as  a manure.  Where  the  fields  are  level  or  culti- 
vated in  horizontal  drills,  it  might  go  far  towards 
supporting  a continued  cropping,  without  a dimi- 
nished fertility. 

The  sum  of  these  remarks  on  cultivating  poor 
land^  and  neglecting  the  means  of  keeping  or  mak- 
ing land  rich  is,  that  if  every  thing  grown  on  a 
soil  is  carried  from  it,  it  must  become  unproductive, 
that  if  every  thing  grown  on  it,  be  directly  or  indi- 
rectly restored  to  it,  it  would  not  cease  tp  be  pro- 
ductive; and,  consequently,  that  according  to  the 
degree  in  which  the  one  or  the  other  practice  takes 
place,  a farm  must  be  impoverished,  or  be  perma- 
nently productive  and  profitable.  Every  acre  made 
by  an  improved  management  to  produce  as  much 
as  two  acres,  is  in  effect  the  addition  of  a new 
acre;  with  the  great  advantages,  of  contracting  the 
space  to  be  cultivated,  and  of  shortening  the  dis- 
tance of  transpotaiion  between  the  fields,  and  the 
barn  or  the  farm  yard.  One  of  the  Roman  writers* 
on  husbandry,  enforces  the  obligation  to  an  improv- 
ing management  by  a story  of  one  Paridius,  who 
had  two  daughters  and  a vineyard;  when  the  elder 
was  married,  he  gave  her  a third  part  of  the  vine- 
yard: notwithstanding  which,  he  obtained  from  two 
thirds  the  same  crop  as  from  the  whole:  when  his 
other  daughter  was  married,  he  portioned  her  with 
the  half  of  \yhat  remained,  and  still  the  produce  of 
his  vineyard  was  undiminishe4.  The  story,  short 
as  it  is,  contains  a volume  of  instruction. 

The  plaster  of  gypsum,  though  not  a manurp 
within  the  farm  itself,  has  been  top  long  neglected, 
as  a fertilizing  resource.  It  is  now  beginning  to 
a high  and  just  rank  as  such.  The  proofs  of 
its  efficacy  are  as  iiu:ontestible  the  causes  of  it 
are  obscure.  The  experiments  of  a very  distin- 
guished chemistf  led  him  to  the  opinion  that  its 
substance  enters  into  the  substance  of  the  plant. 
Without  doubting  the  fact,  it  does  not  sufficiently 
account  for  the  addition  made  to  the  size  and 
weight  of  the  plant,  which  greatly  exceed  the 
quantity  of  the  plaster.  It  must  therefore  have 
some  further  mode  of  operating.  Whether  it  be 
by  neutralizing  some  noxious  ingredient  in  the 
earth,  one  of  the  modes  by  which  lime  is  supposed 
to  operate;  or  by  attracting  and  conveying  to  the 
plant,  food  from  the  earth,  the  air,  or  water,  or  by 
exciting  the  plant  to  a more  active  use  of  its  feed- 
ing powers,  whatever  they  be;  or  by  its  accretion 
assimilation  to  the  particular  parts  of  plants  on 
which  these  powers  depend,  thereby  augmenting 
and  strengthening  tfiose  particular  parts,  and  ena- 
bling the  feeding  powers  to  give  proportional  aug- 
meijtalion  to  every  other  part;  whether  by  any  one 
or  more  of  these  processes,  or  by  some  other  or 
others  distinct  from  them  all,  the  growth  of  plants 
be  promoted  by  this  mineral,  remains  it  would 
seem  to  be  yet  explained.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
more^ extensive  use  of  it  promises  much  advantage 
to  our  agriculture.  I take  it,  however,  that  tliis 
advantage  cannot  be  permanent  without  making 
tlie  increased  product  of  the  soil  a source  of  ma- 
nure to  the  soil.  That  the  eff  ect  of  the  pla.ster 
will  be  continued  indefinitely,  under  a constant  re- 
inovitl  of  the  whole  crop  from  the  soil,  surpasses 
belief.  It  can  scarcely  fad  to  exhaust,  at  length, 
the  productive  powers  of  the  earth.  The  period 
of  time  necessary  for  the  purpose  may  be  uncer- 
tain; but  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  mineral 
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manuresi,  lime  and  marie,  such  must  sooner  or  later 
J)e  the  result,  cannot  well  be  so.  The  effect  of 
pulverizing  the  earth  by  tillage,  as  practised  by 
•Tull,  is  stated  to  have  been  uninterrupted  crops  of 
wheat,  without  manure,  for  more  than  twenty 
years;  which  was  regarded  as  a demonstration  that 
tillage  was  a complete  substitute  for  manure. 
Supposing  the  statement  to  be  free  from  error, 
the  inference  is  certainly  not  warranted  by  the  fact. 
We  know  that  some  of  our  soils  not  naturally  richer 
than  the  highly  manured  soils  on  which  Tull  proba- 
bly commenced  bis  tillage,  will  bear  a succession 
of  crops  for  an  equal  period;  and  we  know  as  well, 
that  their  fertillity  will  not  hold  out  forever.  How 
long  plaster,  whatever  be  its  mode  of  operatioa, 
will  hold  out,  may  not  yet  have  been  fully  tried. 
But  to  make  it  permanently  successful,  it  will  be 
wise  to  take  for  granted,  that  it  must  be  made  a 
source  of  future  manure,  as  well  as  of  immediate 
productiveness.  If  the  crop,  as  augi»ented  by  the 
plaster,  be  given  back  to  the  soil,  the  soil  may  be 
benefited  more  than  it  would  be,  by  the  return  of  a 
<jrop  not  augmented  by  the  plaster.  And  in  this 
way  fertility  may  be  accelerated.  The  restoration 
of  a crop,  increased  by  ordinary  cultivation,  to  the 
soil  on  which  it  grew,  would,  I presume,  fertilize 
it  more  than  the  restoration  of  a smaller  crop  spon- 
taneously  produced;  although  in  both  cases,  the 
whole  taken  from  the  soil  would  return  to  it. 

IV.  Among  the  means  of  aiding  the  productive  • 
ness  of  the  soil,  which  have  not  received  me- 
rited attention,  is  irrigation.  In  scarcely  any 
country  does  this  resource  abound  more  than 
in  the  United  States;  nor  is  there  any,  where 
there  is  so  little  sensibility  to  its  value.  The 
inconsiderable  use  made  of  it  is  chiefly  by  emi- 
grants, particularly  Germans,  or  the  immediate 
descendants  of  them,  I have  understood  that  the 
market  of  Baltimore  has  been  much  benefited  in 
dry  seasons  by  the  irrigation  introduced  by  exiles 
from  St.  Domingo.  For  a distinguished  proof  of 
the  importance  of  the  practice,  I may  refer  to  the 
fact  which  has  been  stated,  that  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Barcelona  in  Spain,  where  a part  of  the 
land  is  under  irrigation,  and  a part  is  not  suscepti- 
ble of  it,  both  being  otherwise  of  equal  fertility, 
the  part  irrigated  is  of  double  price  in  the  market. 
It  is  to  be  noted  indeed  that  the  climate  is  a dry 
one,  and  that  the  article  cultivated  is  Lucerne. 
And  this  a plant  which,  though  much  aided  in  its 
growth  by  moisture,  is  at  the  same  time  remarka- 
ble for  the  length  of  a tap  ropt  and  fitted  by  that 
as  well  as  by  the  absorbent  quality  of  its  leaves,  to 
flourish  in  a thirsty  soil,  and  warm  climate.  Our 
particular  district  of  country,  abounding  in  springs, 
small  streams,  and  suitable  declivities,  admitsi 
greatly  of  irrigation;  and  being  generally  of  a thirs- 
ty nature,  the  more  strongly  invites  the  use  of  it. 

I cannot  but  consider  it  as  an  error  in  our  hus- 
bandry, that  oxen  are  too  little  used  in  place  of 
horses. 

Every  fair  comparison  of  the  expense  qf  the  two 
animals,  favors  a preference  of  the  ox.  But  the 
circumstance  pariicularly  recommending  him,  is 
that  he  can  be  supportd  when  at  work,  by  grass  and 
hay;  whilst  the  horse  requires  grain  and  much  of  it; 
and  the  grain  generally  given  him,  Indian  corn,  the 
crop  which  requires  most  labor,  and  greatly  ex-, 
hausts  the  land. 

From  the  best  estimate  I have  been  enable  to 
form,  more  than  one  half  of  the  corn  crop  is  consum- 
ed by  horses,  including  the  ungrowri  ones;  and 
not  less  than  one  half,  by  other  than  pleasure 
horses.  By  getting  free  from  this  consumption. 


one  half  the  labor,  and  of  the  wear  of  the  land, 
would  be  saved,  or  rather  more  than  one  half;  for 
on  most  farms,  one  half  of  the  crop  of  corn  grows 
on  not  more  than  two  fifths,  and  sometimes  a smal- 
ler proportion  of  the  cultivated  fields;  and  the 
more  fertile  fields  would  of  course  be  retained  for 
cultivation.  Every  one  can  figure  to  himself  thp 
ease  and  conveniency  of  a revolution  which  would 
so  much  reduce  the  extent  of  his  cornfields;  and 
substitute  for  the  labor  bestowed  on  them  the  more 
easy  task  of  providing  pasturage  and  hay. 

But  will  not  the  ox  when  kept  at  hard  labdr  re- 
quire grain  food  as  well  as  the  horse.?  Certainly 
much  less,  if  any.  Judgingfrommy  own  observation, 
I should  say,  that  a plenty  of  good  grass  or  good 
hay,  will  suffice  without  grain,  where  the  labor  is' 
neither  constant  nor  severe.  . But  I feel  entire  con- 
fidence in  saying,  that  a double  set  of  oxen  alter- 
nately at  work,  and  therefore  half  the  time  at  rest, 
might  be  kept  in  good  plight  without  other  food 
than  a plenty  of  grass  and  good  hay.  And  as  this 
double  set  would  double  the  supply  of  beef,  tallow 
and  leather,  a set  off  is  found  in  that  consideration 
for  a double  consumption  of  that  kind  of  food. 

The  objections  generally  made  to  the  ©x,  are — 1. 
That  he  is  less  tractable  then  the  horse.  2.  That 
he  does  not  bear  heat  as  well.  3.  That  be  does 
not  answer  for  the  single  plough  used  in  our  corn 
fields.  4.  That  he  is  slower  in  his  movement,-^ 
5.  That  he  is  less  fit  for  carrying  the  produce  of  the 
farm  to  market. 

The  first  objection  is  certainly  founded  in  misr- 
take.  Of  the  two  animals;  the  ox  is  the  more  do-? 
cile.  In  all  countries  were  the  ox  is  the  ordinary 
draught  animal,  his  docility  is  proverbial.  His  in-^ 
tractability,  where  it  exists,  has  arisen  from  an  oc^ 
casional  use  of  him  only  with  long  and  irregular 
intervals;  during  which  the  habit  of  discipline  be- 
ing broken,  a new  one  is  to  be  formed. 

The  2d  odjection  has  a little  foundation.  The 
constitution  of  the  ox  accommodates  itself,  as  rea- 
dily as  that  of  the  horse,  to  different  cKmates— 
Not  only  in  ancient  Greece  and  Italy,  but  through 
out  Asia,  as  presented  to  us  in  ancient  history,  the 
ox  and  the  plow  are  associated.  At  this  day,  in  the 
warm  parts  of  India  and  China,  the  ox,  not  the 
horse,  is  in  the  draught  service.  In  every  part  of 
India  the  ox  always  appears  even  in  the  train  of 
her  armies.  And  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  West 
Indies,  the  ox  is  employed  in  hauling  the  weighty 
produce  to  the  sea  ports.  The  mistake  here,  as  in 
the  former  cage,  has  arisen  from  the  effect  of  an 
occasional  employment  only,  with  no  either  than 
green  food.  The  fermentation  of  this  in  the  ani 
mal  heated  by  the  weather,  and  fretted  by  the  dis, 
cipline,  will  readily  account  for  his  sinking  under 
his  exertions;  when  green  food  even,  much  less  dry. 
with  a sober  habit  of  labor,  would  have  no  sueix 
tendency. 

The  3d  odjection  also  is  not  a solid  one.  The 
ox  can  by  a proper  harness  be  used  singly  as  well 
as  the  horse,  between  the  rows  of  Indian  corn;  and 
equally  so  used  for  other  purposes.  Experience 
may  be  safely  appealed  to  on  this  point. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  alledged  that  he  is  slow- 
er in  his  movements.  This  is  true,  but  in  a less 
degree,  than  is  often  taken  for  granted.  Oxen  that 
are  well  chosen  for  their  form,  are  not  worked  af- 
ter the  age  of  about  8 years,  (the  age  at  which  they 
are  best  fitted  for  beef,)  are  not  worked  too  many 
together,  and  are  suitably  matched,  may  be  kept 
to  nearly  as  quick  a step  as  the  horse.  May  I not 
say  a step  quicker  than  that  of  many  of  the  horses 
we  see  at  work,  who  on  account  of  their  age,  or  the^ 
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leanness,  occasioned  by  the  costliness  of  the  food 
they  require,  lose  this  advantage,  where  they 
might  Ilave  once  had  it.> 

The  last  objection  has  most  weight.  The  ox  is 
not  as  well  adapted  as  the  horse  to  the  road  service, 
especially  for  long  trips.  In  common  roads,  which 
are  often  soft,  and  sometimes  suddenly  become  so, 
the  form  of  his  foot,  and  the  shortness  of  his  leg, 
are  disadvantages;  and  on  roads  frozen,  or  turn- 
piked,  the  roughness  of  the  surface  in  the  former 
case,  and  its  hardness  in  both  cases,  are  inconveni 
ent  to  his  cloven  hoof.  But  where  the  distance  to 
to  market  is  not  great,  where  the  varying  state  of 
the  roads  and  of  the  weather  can  be  consulted/  and 
where  the  road  service  is  in  less  proportion  to  the 
farm  service,  the  objection  is  almost  deprived  of 
its  weight.  In  cases  where  it  most  applies,  its 
weight  is  diminished  by  the  consideration,  that  a 
much  greater  proportion  of  service  on  the  firm 
may  be  done  by  oxen,  than  is  now  commonly  done; 
and  that  the  expense  of  shoing  them  is  little  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  keeping  horses  shod.  It  is  ob- 
servable, that  when  oxen  are  worked  on  the  farm, 
over  rough  frozen  ground,  they  suffer  so  much 
from  the  want  of  shoes,  however  well  fed  they  may 
be,  that  it  is  a proper  subject  for  calculation,  whe- 
ther true  economy  does  not  require  of  them  that 
accommodation,  even  on  the  farm  as  well  as  for  the 
horses. 

A more  important  calculation  is,  whether,  in 
many  situations,  the  general  saving  by  substituting 
the  ox  for  the  horse,  would  not  balance  the  ex 
pease  of  hiring  a carriage  of  the  produce  to  mar- 
ket. In  the  same  scale  with  the  hire,  is  to  be  put 
the  value  of  the  grass  and  hay  consumed  by  the 
oxen;  and  in  the  other  scale,  the  value  of  the  corn, 
amounting  to  one  half  of  the  crop,  and  of  the  grass 
and  hay  consumed  by  the  horses.  Where  the  iriar- 
ket  is  not  distant,  the  value  of  the  corn  saved 
would  certainly  pay  for  the  carriage  of  the  market 
portion  of  the  crop,  and  balance  moreover  any  dif- 
ference between  the  value  of  the  grass  and  hay 
consumed  by  oxen,  and  the  value  of  the  oxen  when 
slaughtered  for  beef.  In  all  these  calculations  it 
is,  doubtless,  proper  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  rule, 
that  farmers  ought  to  avoid  paying  others  for  do- 
ing what  they  can  , do  themselves.  But  the  rule 
has  its  exceptions;  and  the  error,  if  it  be  commit- 
ted, will  not  lie  in  departing  from  the  rule,  but  in 
not  selecting  aright  the  cases  which  call  for  the 
departure.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  rule 
ought  to  be  more  or  less  general,  as  there  may  or 
may  not  be  at  hand,  a market  by  which  every  pro- 
duce of  labor  is  convertible  into  money.  In  the  old 
countries  this  is  much  more  the  case  than  in  the 
new;  and  in  the  new,  much  more  the  case  near  towns, 
than  at  a distance  from  them.  In  this,  as  in  most 
other  parts  of  our  country,  a change  of  circum- 
stances is  taking  place,  which  renders  every  thing 
raised  on  a farm  more  convertible  into  money  than 
formerly;  and  as  the  change  proceeds,  it  will  be 
more  and  more  a point  for  consideration,  how  far 
the  labor  in  doing  what  might  be  bought,  could 
earn  more  in  another  way,  than  the  amount  of  the 
purchase.  Still  it  will  always  be  prudent,  for 
reasons  which  every  experienced  farmer  will  un- 
derstand, to  lean  to  the  side  of  doing,  rather  than 
hiring  or  buying,  what  may  be  wanted. 

The  mule  seems  to  be,  in  point  of  economy,  be- 
tween the  ox  and  the  horse;  preferable  to  the  lat- 
ter, inferior  to  the  former;  but  so  well  adapted  to 
particular  services,  that  he  may  find  a proper  place 
on  many  farms.  He  is  liable  to  the  objection  which 


weighs  most,  against  the  ox.  He  is  less  fitted  than 
the  horse  for  road  service. 

V.  A more  manifest  error  in  the  husbandry  of  the 
older  settlements,  is  that  of  keeping  too  many  neat 
cattle  on  their  farms.  As  a farm  should  not  be 
cultivated  farther  than  it  can  be  continued  in  good 
heart:  the  stock  of  cattle  should  not  be  in  greater 
number  than  the  resources  of  food  will  keep  in 
good  plight.  If  a poor  farm  be  unprofitable,  so 
are  poor  cattle.  It  is  particularly  the  case  with  the 
milch  cows.  When  the  whole  of  the  food  given 
them  is  necessary  to  support  a lean  existence,  no 
part  can  be  spared  for  the  milk  pail.  The  same 
food  given  to  the  proper  number,  will  not  only  keep 
them  in  a thrifty  state,  but  enable  them  to  supply 
the  dairy.  Even  the  manure  from  several  poor  cat- 
tle is  worth  less  than  that  from  a single  fat  one. 
Tiie  remark  holds  equally  good  with  respect  to  the 
hide. 

The 'rnisjudged  practice  in  question  is  another 
effect  of  inattention  to  the  change  of  circumstan- 
ces through  which  our  country  has  passed.  Ori- 
ginally the  fofest  abounded  in  rich  herbage  which 
fed  and  fatted,  without  expense,  all  the  cattle  that 
could  be  brought  through  the  winter  into  the  spring. 
It  was  natural  at  that  time  to  keep  as  large  a stock 
as  could  be  preserved  through  the  winter.  For  a 
long  time  past,  the  forest  is  scarcely  any  where  a 
resource  for  more  than  two  or  three  months;  and 
in  many  places,  no  resource  at  all.  A greater  diffi- 
culty is  often  felt  in  finding  summer,  than  winter 
subsistence.  And  yet  where  no  inclosed  pasturage 
is  provided  to  take  the  place  of  the  extinct  one  in 
the  forest,  the  habit, founded  in  reasons  which  have 
entirely  ceased,  is  but  too  generally  retained.  The 
same  number  of  cattle  is  aimed  at,  as  if  the  forest 
was  as  ready  to  receive  and  fatten  them  now  as  for- 
merly. The  size  and  appearance  of  our  neat  cattle, 
compared  with  those  for  which  nature  or  good  hus- 
bandry has  provided  sufficient  food,  are  proofs  that 
their  food  is  not  in  proportion  to  their  number;  and 
that  v/here  the  food  cannot  be  increased,  the  num- 
ber ought  to  be  reduced. 

VI.  Of  all  the  errors  in  our  rural  economy  none 
is  perhaps  so  much  to  be  regretted,  because  none 
is  so  difficult  to  be  repaired,  as  the  injudicious  and 
excessive  destruction  of  timber  and  firewood.  It 
seems  never  to  have  occurred  that  the  fund  was 
not  inexhaustible,  and  that  a crop  of  trees  could 
not  be  raised  as  quickly  as  one  of  wheat  or  corn. 

Here  again  we  are  presented  with  a proof  of  the 
continuance  of  a practice  for  which  the  reasons 
have  ceased.  When  our  ancestors  arrived,  they 
found  the  trees  of  the  forest  the  great  obstacle  to 
their  settlement  and  cultivation.  The  great  effort 
was  of  course  to  destroy  the  trees.  It  would  seerd 
that  they  contracted  and  transmitted  an  antipathy 
to  them:  for  the  trees  were  not  even  spared  around 
the  dwellings,  where  their  shade  would  have  been 
a comfort,  and  their  beauty  an  ornament;  and  it  is 
of  late  years  only,  that  these  advantages  have  been 
attended  to.  In  fact  such  has  been  the  inconside- 
rate and  indiscriminate  use  of  the  axe,  that  this 
country  is  beginning  to  feel  the  calamity  as  much 
as  some  of  the  old  countries  of  Europe;  and  it  will 
soon  be  forced  to  understand  the  difficulty  of  cur- 
ing it.  A vast  proportion  of  the  farms  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  some  even  on 
the  other  side,  have  but  a scanty  fund  for  present 
use,  and  are  without  a fund  for  permanent  use. 
And  to  increase  the  evil,  the  remnant  of  timber  and 
fuel  on  many  farms,  inadequate  as  it  is,  is  left  in 
situations  remote  from  the  dwelling,  and  incapa- 
ble of  being  divided,  according  to  the  divisions  and 
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subdivisions  into  which  all  the  larger  farms  must 
be  rapidly  forced  by  the  law  of  descents,  the  im- 
pulses of  parental  affection,  and  other  causes. 

It  is  high  time  for  many  farmers,  even  in  this 
quarter,  and  still  more  so  in  the  country  below  us, 
to  take  this  subject  into  serious  consideration. 
Prudence  will  no  longer  delay  to  economize  what 
remains  of  woodland;  to  foster  the  second  growths 
where  taking  place  in  convenient  spots;  and  to 
commence,  where  necessary,  plantations  of  the 
trees  recommended  by  their  utility  and  quickness 
of  growth. 

I wish  I could  more  satisfactorily  estimate  the  pro- 
portion of  woodland  which  ought  to  belong  to 
every  farm,  as  a permanent  fund  of  timber  for 
building  and  repairing  houses;  for  fences,  where 
live  or  stone  ones  may  not  be  introduced;  for  wheel 
carriages,  and  the  other  apparatus  needed  on  farms. 
The  estimate  is  the  more  difficult,  because  it  must 
be  varied  according  to  many  circumstances;  par- 
ticularly, according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and 
the  kind  of  trees  at  once  suited  to  it,  and  to  the 
uses  to  be  made  ot  them. 

Estimating  the  crop  of  wood,  yielded  by  an  acre, 
at  twenty  cords,  the  period  of  reproduction  at  twen- 
ty years,  and  the  average  number  of  cords  annually 
consumed  at  a fireplace,  including  the  culinary 
consumption,  at  ten  cords,  every  fire-place  on  a 
farm  will  require  ten  acres  for  a permanent  supply 
of  fuel.  For  the  other  necessities  of  a farm  several 
acres  more  ought  to  be  added. 

An  estimate  in  a very  sensible  publication,  en- 
titled “The  New  England  Farmer,”  makes  seven- 
teen acres  necessary  for  a fire-place.  The  winters 
there  are  longer,  and  the  climate  may  be  less  fa- 
vorable to  the  quick  growth  of  trees.  But  their 
houses  are  generally  closer  than  with  us;  to  say 
nothing  of  a more  judicious  management  than  can 
be  enforced  on  most  of  our  farms. 

To  this  catalogue  of  errors  in  our  rural  econo- 
my, considerable  as  it  is,  many  I fear  might  be 
added.  The  task  of  pointing  them  out,  I gladly 
leave  to  others,  less  incapable  than  I have  shewn 
myself  to  be,  by  the  very  imperfect  manner  in 
which  I have  performed  the  one  on  which  I ven- 
tured. 


North  Carolina. 


Report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Cape- 
Fear  navigation  company  to  the  stockholders  in 
general  meetings  on  the  2d  day  ofJnly^  A.  D.  1818. 
At  the  last  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
a hope  was  entertained  that  the  obstructions  in 
the  river  between  Wilmington  and  Fayetteville 
could  be  removed  before  this  time;  and  to  realize 
this  hope,  a superinter.dant  of  the  works  was  en- 
gaged, and  instructions  given  to  him  to  employ  as 
large  a force  as  could  be  worked  to  advantage — 
He  was  also  directed  to  have  made,  without  delay, 
such  additional  flats  and  machinery  for  raising 
and  clearing  away  logs,  &c.  as  might  be  necessary. 
In  following  these  instructions,  the  superintendant 
has  had  due  regard  to  the  state  of  the  river,  which  for 
more  than  one  half  of  the  year  has  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  work,  even  the  hanjis  belonging  to  the 
company,  to  such  advantage;  and  instead  of  remov- 
ing  all  the  obstructions  between  Wilmington  and 
Fayetteville,  only  forty-five  miles  of  the  river  have 
been  well  cleared.  The  work  which  has  been  done 
has  facilitated  the  passage  of  boats,  and  trips  can 
DOW  be  made  from  Fayetteville  to  Wilmington  and 


back,  with  much  more  safety  and  within  less  time 
by  one  or  two  days,  than  formerly.  The  obstruc- 
tions in  the  river,  disclosed  to  view  in  its  present 
low  state,  are  so  numerous,  that  the  president  and 
directors  forbear  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  time 
which  will  be  required  to  remove  them.  Should 
the  river  continue  low,  a strong  force  may  be  em- 
ployed, much  work  may  be  done,  and  probably  by 
the  commencement  of  the  next  year,  the  principal 
obstructions  may  be  removed.  Tfie  increasing 
trade  of  the  Cape  Fear,  and  the  preparations  mak- 
ing for  running  steam  boats  on  its  waters,  have 
greatly  increased  the  solicitude  of  the  president 
and  directors  fbr  its  speedy  and  effectual  improve- 
ment; and  they  regret  that  the  almost  continued 
flood  in  the  river,  sinde  their  appointment,  has  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  gratify  their  own  wishes  or 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  stockhloders. 

Preparations  have  been  made  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  river  above  Fayetteville;  and  if 
the  stockholders  sanction  the  undertaking,  a great 
part  of  this  work  may  be  done  in  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  year.  The  president  and  directors  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  operations  of  the  company 
should  hereafter  be  carried  on  upon  a much  larger 
scale  than  they  have  been  heretofore — and,  that  the 
work  may  keep  pace  with  public  opinion  and  the 
improvements  of  other  sections  of  the  state,  power 
should  be  given  to  make  loans  in  anticipation  of  the 
instalments  authorised  by  the  charter  to  be  called 
for, — Many  reasons  growing  out  of  the  present  state 
of  North  Carolina,  will  present  themselves  to  the 
stockholders,  why  the  improvement  of  the  river, 
Cape  Fear  and  its  waters,  should  be  pushed  for- 
ward with  despatch;  and  why  the  work,  which 
ought  to  be  done  in  one  year,  should  not  be  made 
the  business  of  five  years. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  stockhol- 
ders at  their  last  general  meeting,  the  president 
and  directors  have  attended  to  the  project  of  open  • 
ing  a communication  by  water  from  the  town  of 
Fayetteville  to  the  river.  They  have  examined 
different  plans,  and  have  thus  far  met  with  such 
difficulties  attending  each  as  to  prevent  any  thing 
from  being  done.  They  are  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  expedient  to  open  this  communication  as 
soon  as  the  difficulties  attending  its  execution  can 
be  surmounted.  The  contemplated  improvement 
in  the  town  of  Fayetteville  should  keep  pace  w’ith 
the  improvement  of  the  river  above,  that  boats 
descending  the  river  may  be  enabled  to  enter  the 
town  and  discharge  their  cargoes  near  the  market 
With  a view  of  forwarding  these  improvements, 
when  their  plan  shall  be  determined,  fourteen  acres 
of  ground,  including  a section  of  Blount’s  Creek, 
have  been  purchased  for  the  company. 

An  opportunity  lately  offered  of  purchasing  tor 
the  company,  eighty  shares  ofNewbern  and  the 
like  number  of  Cape  Fear  bank  stock,  at  a premi- 
um of  fifteen  per  cent.  This  purchase  was  thought 
to  be  advisable,  as  the  money  then  on  hand  could 
not  be  used,  owing  to  the  continued  flood  in  the 
river;  and  as  the  purchase  did  not  diminish  the 
funds  of  the  company,  except  to  the  amount  of  the 
premium  paid,  inasmuch  as  the  directors  might 
fairly  presume  that  they  could  at  any  time,  by 
pledging  the  stocks  with  the  banks,  command  the 
amount  thereof  in  money. 

H.  BRANSON,  president. 

A.  I).  MURPHY,  Y 

JOHN  CL.^RK,  { 

H UG  H CAMPBELL,  f ^ ■ 

P.  J.  TlLLlNGHAST,jr.  J 
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Illegitimate  Rag  Manufactures. 

Since  oirr  last,  we  have  the  following  intelligence 
of  the  progress  and  effects  of  the  “paper  system : 

A notice  of  the  conviction  of  four  persons,  at 
Batavia,  in  New  York,  for  passing  counterfeit  notes 
•—sentenced  to  seven  or  eight  years  hard  labor  in 
the  state  prison. 

The  Utica  (N.  Y.)  Gazette  of  the  7th  inst.  sajs 
—On  Saturday,  last  two  men,  by  the  names  of  Wil- 
liam Orr,  jun.  and  Ezekiel  Clark,  were  arrested  at 
Whitesboro*,  on  a charge  of  passing  counterfeit 
money,  and  after  undergoing  an  examination  before 
J.  B.  Pease,  esq.  were  committed  for  trial. — On  the 
examination  it  appeared  that  Clark  had  passed  a 
counterfeit  bill  of  g5,  of  the  New  York  State  bank, 
to  a woman  in  AVhitesboro*,  and  a counterfeit 


bill  of  S3  was  found  upon  him.-— —The  following 
connterfeit  bills  were  found  upon  Orr,  to  wit: 

Bills,  dolls. 

3 of  50,  on  the  Manufacturers*  and  Mecha- 
nics* Bank,  Boston, 

14  of  20,  Bank  of  Baltimore,  28(5 

i2  of  20,  Merchants’  Bank  of  city  of  New 

York,  240 

,4^  of  10,  Bank  of  Baltimore,  420 

46  of  5,  Bank  of  Alexandria,  230 

112  of  5,  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  .560 

50  of  5,  State  Bank  of  Albany,  250 

39  of  3,  Miami  Exporting  Company,  117 

20  of  3 Bank  of  Philadelphia,  60 

87  of  2,  Mechanics*  and  Farmers*  Fank, 

Troy,  174 
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Orr  and  Clark  say  they  were  from  the  county  of 
Schoharie. 

Augusta^  July  1. — Yesterday  two  men  were  com- 
mitted to  the  common  jail  of  this  county  for  issu- 
ing  and  passing  counterfeit  bank  bills*,  the  amount 
found  in  their  possession  was  about  ^3000;  consist 
ing  of  41  or  42  bills  of  fifty  dollars  each,  on  the 
bank  of  Potomac^  in  Alexandria,  district  of  Cokim- 
■jjia — 67  of  ten  dollars  each  on  the  Bank  of  the  state 
cfJ^eto  fork,  in  the  city  of  New  York — and  17  of 
2 dollars  each,  on  the  State  bank  of  JV.  Carolina. 
These  latter  were  so  admirably  executed,  that  the 
most  rigid  observer  could  only  detect  the  impos- 
ture by  a scrutinizing  comparison  with  a genuine 
one  of  the  same  denomination.  The  others  were 
clumsily  executed;  and  it  is  said  no  such  bank  ex- 
ists as  the  bank  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

On  the  same  day  a three  dollar  bill  of  the  State 
bank  of  North  Carolina,  altered  to  a fifty,  was  taken 
from  a person  who  offered  it  for  exchange  and  de- 
posited in  the  hands  of  a magistrate.  Frauds  of 
this  kind  are  becoming  quite  fi*equent — the  altera- 
tion, however,  is  awkardly  made,  and  may  be  easily 
detected  by  holding  up  the  bill  to  the  light,  when 
the  impression  of  the  original  amount  is  readily 
discovered  from  the  opposite  side. 

From  the  Ontario  f jY.  Y.J  Repository. 

Phineas  Esrglesion  was  convicted  of  passing  a 
note,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  state 
prison  for  four  >ears. 

I'lie  case  of  P^ggleston  was  we  presume  novel  m 
our  courts.  A brief  statemerA  of  the  facts  as  they 
appeared  in  evidence  on  the  trial,  may  be  profitable 
to  the  public.  From  our  recollection  of  the  testimo- 
ny, the  prominent  features  of  it  were  these:  Eg- 
gles'^on  was  in  the  possession  of  a note  of  the  bank 
of  Niagara,  which  had  been  altered  from  one  dol- 
lar to  ten;  |,hat  while  in  his  possession,  he  had  ex- 


hibited, and  was  informed  that  it  had  been  so  al- 
tered; that  Eggleston,  with  this  advice,  that  the 
note  was  not  genuine,  passed  it  as  genuine  ten  dol- 
lar note.  And  although  it  appeared  in  evidence, 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  that  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing  the  note  he  informed  the  person  to  whom  he 
passed  it,  that  its  genuineness  had  been  disputed, 
and  that  if  it  should  prove  to  be  bad  he  would 
take  it  back;  yet  his  honor  the  chief  justice  charg- 
ed the  jury,  that  if  they  were  of  opinion  that  Eg- 
gleston had  sufficient  intimation  that  the  note  was 
counterfeit  to  put  him  upon  his  guard  against  pass- 
ing it  as  genuine,  and  that  he  did  pass  it  as  genuine, 
having  good  reason  to  believe  it  was  false,  they 
were  warranted  in  presuming  a felonious  intent. 
The  jury  upon  this  testimony,  under  the  charge  of 
tiie  court,  after  about  20  minutes  absence,  returned 
a verdict  of  gvilty. 

. We  have  been  induced  to  give  the  public  this 
short  history  of  Eggleston’s  case  from  a conviction 
that  his  conduct  in  passing  the  note,  for  which  a 
jury  of  his  country  have  found  him  guilty,  is  paral- 
lel to  that  of  too  many  in  the  community,  who, 
finding  themselves  in  the  possession  of  counterfeit 
money,  for  which  they  have  paid  the  full  denomi- 
nation, take  the  first  opportunity  to  pass  it  off,  and 
that  without  so  much  as  advising  the  receiver  that 
suspicions  have  lit  upon  it.  This  playing  “Robin’s 
alive”  with  bad  money,  is  often  and  dangerously 
practised  by  those  who  would  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
being  engaged  in  putting  into  circulation  spurious 
paper,  withoift  reflecting  that  by  continuing  the 
circulation  of  such  paper  they  operate  a mischief  to 
the  community  equally  great.  The  duty  of  every 
man  who  is  in  the  possession  of  money  which  he 
has  reason  to  believe  or  suspect  counterfeit,  is  ob- 
viously to  suppress  its  circulation  at  once;  and  this 
fate  of  Eggleston  will  shew  the  danger  to  such  as 
do  otherwise. 

The  following  petitions  have  been  presented  to 
the  prince  regent  of  England,  on  account  of  convic- 
tions for  forgeries  of  bank  notes they  severe 

iy  strike  at  the  heart  but  were  unavailing: 

**Mayit  please  your  roi/aZ Despairing  of  all 
other  human  help,  a distracted  wife  prostrates  her- 
self at  the  feet  of  your  royal  highness,  and  most 
humbly,  but  pathetically,  petitions  for  the  relief 
of  her  husband,  who  now  lies  in  Warwick  gaol, 
under  the  awful  sentence  of  death  for  forgery. — 
The  unfortunate  woman  who  presumes  to  apply  at 
the  fountain  of  mercy  and  goodness,  though  now 
overwhelmed  by  present  and  prospective  calamity, 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  colonel  J.  Rann,  a man 
distinguished  for  his  loyalty  and  patriotism,  who, 
for  the  defence  of  his  king  and  country,  raised  a 
regiment  called  the  Birmingham  Loyal  Fencibles. 
Oh!  gracious  prince!  save  his  family  from  the  in- 
famy  of  an  ignominious  death.  Ob!  save  his  daugh- 
ter’s life,  and  that  of  her  unborn  and  innocent 
child,  which  hang  upon  the  life  of  her  husband. 
Great  prince,  look  with  an  eye  of  compassion  upon 
us,  and  permit  me  to  state  such  reasons  as  will  jus- 
tify your  royal  highness  in  the  dispensation  of  mer- 
cy  to  my  poor  husband.  Think,  royal  sir,  upon  his 
youth  and  inexperience — only  22  years  of  age.  Re- 
flect, great  sir,  that  this  is  the  first  offence;  that  by 
the  accompanying  testimony  of  his  last  employer, 
J.  W.  Wright,  of  Birmingham,  while  in  his  employ, 
“ he  condueted  himself  in  a remarkably  sober,  in- 
dustrious, and  honest  manner.”  Permit  me  to  state 
to  your  royal  highness,  that  when  brought  up  for 
trial  he  repeatedly  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  with 
difficulty  and  reluctance  persuaded  to  retract  his 
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plea;  that  others,  equally  guilty,  who  persisted  in 
their  plea,  are  recommended  to  mercy,  while  my 
husband,  through  his  ignorance  and  agitation  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  is  left  on  the  awful  list  of  those  who 
are  to  die.  Oh’  gracious  prince!  suffer  not  my 
poor  husband’s  ignorance  to  prove  fatal  to  him. 
01)!  grant  him  his  life,  and  banish  us  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  where  we  may  hide  our  heads  fr^  the 
shame  of  general  contempt.  Oh!  spa^e  his  life, 
gracious  prince.  Oh!  suffer  me  not  to  be  driven 
&om  this  last  hope!  So  may  the  petitions  of  your 
royal  highness,  in  that  hour  which  eqtially  awaits 
the  prince  and  peasant,  meet  with  a blessed  answer 
from  the  King  of  kings.  Were  my  husband  a man 
of  cruelty  and  depravity,  I would  not  dare  pollute 
the  sanctuary  of  your  royal  mind  by  exciting  its 
sympathies  for  him;  but  when  1 reject  on  his  love 
and  tenderness,  and  generosity  to  myself;  when  I 
further  recollect,  that  it  was  his  misguided  love  to 
me,  and  his  anxiety  to  supply  me  with  those  comforts 
to  which,  in  better  days,  1 had  been  accustomed, 
which  precipitated  him  into  the  crime  for  which 
he  is  doomed  to  die,  I cannot  help  indulging  the 
hope  that  your  royal  highness  will  stretch  forth 
your  benevolent  hand,  and  snatch  my  poor  hus- 
band from  the  jaws  of  death.  And  your  petitioner 
will,  as  in  duty  bound,  forever  pray,  &c. 

FANNY  GRAY.” 

To  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regenty  ^c.  the  most 

humble  petition  of : 

“Sheweth— That  at  an  age  when  judgment  was 
imperfect  and  seduction  strong,  she  was  drawn 
from  her  father’s  house  by  the  artifices  of  a villain. 

“That,  degraded  by  her  crime  in  the  estimati,on 
of  her  family,  when  the  hoqr  of  repentance  came,  no 
friendly  door  invited  her  return. 

“That  her  dependence  on  her  seducer  was  in- 
creased, while  his  attention  to  her  abated,  and  that 
in  a distracted  hour  she  purchased  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  protection  by  a breach  of  the  law. 

“That  her  life  must  be  forfeited  for  her  crime, 
unless  the  contrition  which  she  hopes  has  appeased 
her  God,  may  obtain  for  her  the  compassion  of  her 
prince — And  that  she  is  not  now  more  soilcitou.s 
for  life  than  her  prayers  shall  ever  be  devout  for 
the  generous  author  of  her  pardon.” 


South  American  Affairs. 

Capt.  Stafford,  of  a Buenos  Ayrean  privateer,  has 
captured  off  Cumberland  Harbor,  a piratical  vessel 
and  her  prize,  a large  Spanish  ship,  with  a cargo- 
invoiced  at  |g200.000. 

The  frigate  Congress  has  arrived  at  Norfolk, 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  Messrs.  Rodney  snd  Gra- 
ham, two  of  the  commissioners.  Judge  Bland  had 
crossed  the  Andes,  to  Chili;  as  it  appears  was 
originally  contemplated  by  our  government,  see 
the  letter  from  the  department  of  state,  of  March 
2,  1818,  page  99.  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Graham 
have  reached  the  seat  of  government,  and  in  due 
season  we  may  expect  a very  interesting  account  of 
their  mission,  to  which  the  more  extended  tour  of 
Mr.  Bland  will  make  a very  valuable  appendix. 

We  gather  from  prevailing  reports,  that  the  go- 
vernment at  Buenos  Ayres  appears  to  be  as  firmly 
fixed  as  any  government  can  easily  be,  in  a state  of 
of  revolution.  Its  various  duties  are  discharged 
with  regularity  and  order*,  and  the  people  ia  gene- 
ral are  making  astonishing  progress  in  a knowledge 
®fthe  rights  r,f  man-  They  seem  to  be  iiappy  and 
contented,  and  lo  enjoy  every  degree  of  quret  and 
repose  to  be  exoecLed  in  a country  in  a state  of 
war,  and  are  hospitable,  generous  and  humane, 


The  great  victory  in  Chili,  gave  the  fullness  of  life 
to  the  people  and  the  government;  and  the  idea  of 
ever  submitting  to  foreign  control  was  banished 
from  the  heart  of  every  man,  as  a thing  that  it  was 
impossible  ever  should  be.  This  national  feeling 
is  a national  strength. 

The  Ontario,  capt.  Biddle^  with  judge  Prox>ost  on 
board,  was  still  at  Va^ai*aiso,  from  the  last  ao 
counts  but  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  their  stay  hav- 
ing been  longer  than  expected.  The  manly  and 
liberal  deportment  of  these  gentlemen,  during  the 
gloomy  and  distressful  period  preceding  the  splen- 
did victory  of  Maip.u,  has  elicited  the  warm  appro- 
bation of  the  merchants  in  Chili,  as  well  natives  as 
foreigners. — It  is  understood  that  she  was  about  to 
jiroceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  which 
is  claimed  as  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  v/here 
there  is  an  American  settlement  called  Asto\*ia. 
The  frigate  Macedonian  will  shortly  visit  the  paci- 
fic. 

The  Portuguese  still  hold  Monte-Video,  but  can- 
not venture  out  to  forage,  except  in  strong  bodies.. 
Their  army  has  been  kept  pent  up  in  its  fortifica- 
tions by  so  small  a force  as  200  men.  Artigas  and 
the  patriots  of  the  Banda  Oriental,  wisely  profiting 
by  experience,  have  substituted  for  pitched  bat- 
tles, and  regular  military  operations^  that  partizan 
warfare  which  rendered  discipline  (otherwise  so 
formidable,)  unavailing,  places  upon  a footing  of 
equality  raw  troops  and  regulars.  The  Portuguese 
in  fact,  hold  no  more  of  a country  they  have  so  un. 
justly  invaded,  than  what  they  actually  occupy 
with  an  armed  force. 

The  Congress  stopped  at  Margaretta  and  the  in- 
telligence there  received  was  highly  favorable  to 
the  patriot  cause  in  Venezuela;  and  in  direct  vari- 
ance  with  the  accounts  that  lately  reached  us  of 
royal  successes. 

Four  regiments  of  British  troops,  with  twenty 
five  pieces  of  cannon  and  1700  stand  of  arms,  had 
recently  arrived  at  Margaretta,  as  an  auxiliary  to 
‘ he  patriot  army,  and  been  sent  to  the  Oronoke. — 
These  regiments  were  all  commanded  by  British 
officers.  A fine  sloop  of  war  of  20  guns,  also  com- 
manded by  a lieutenant  of  the  British  navy,  arriv- 
ed there  a few  days  before  the  Congress  sailed,  for 
the  purpose  of  joining  the  squadron  of  admiral 
Brion,  or  otherwise  co-operating  with  the  patriot 
forces,  as  might  be  most  desirable. 

The  patriot  flag  waved  victorious  wherever  the 
Congress  touched,  and  the  idea  of  Spain  ever  be- 
ing able  to  prostrate  again  the  spirit  of  indepen- 
dence which  animated  all  classes  of  society,-  was 
considered  futile  in  the  extreme — The  respect 
and  cordiality  with  which  our  commissioners  were 
welcomed  by  the  public  authorities  and  people,  at 
all  the  places  which  they  visited,  and  the  high  es- 
timation in  which  the  characi.er  and  institutions  of 
our  government  were  every  where  held,  gave 
strong  assurance,  that  they  properly  appreciated 
the  exalted  privileges,  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  they  had  embarked  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

The  yeomanry  of  the  country  are  represented  as 
a hardy  independent  race  of  people,  and  sufficient- 
ly intelligent  for  all  the  purposes  of  self-govern- 
ment— A love  of  liberty  is  zealously  inculcated 
among  the  rising  generation,  and  a martial  spirit 
infused  in  their  minds,  which  will  be  capable,  if 
necessary,  of  seasonable  application. 

The  war  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  Artigas  still 
continued.  It  was  beli-jved  at  Margaretta  that 
Morillo  was  dead. 

[The  preceding  is  chiefly  abstracted  from  the 
jS'orfolh 
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The  passengers  iii  a vessel  from  Porto  Bello  in- 
form that  an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Peruvian 
army  in  Chili  had  reached  Panama  previous  to  their 
leaving  that  place — they  talked  of  raising  another 
of  8 or  9000  men. 

We  learn  from  Margaretta  that  the  crew  of  the 
Venezuelan  brig  India  Libre  had  risen  upon  their 
officers,  put  them  ashore,  and  carried  off  the  ves- 
sel. Slie  has  since  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake,  and 
from  the  suspicious  proceedings  of  those  who  had 
charge  of  her,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  re- 
venue cutter,  and  brought  to  Baltimore  on  Wed- 
nesday last. 

FHOM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIOENCEH. 

Extracts  from  letters^  dated  Valparaiso^  March  8. 

“An  English  East  Indiatnan,  of  44  guns,  has  just 
entered  the  port;  she  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  ves- 
sels engaged  by  the  agent  of  the  patriots  in  Eng 
land,  and  is  of  sufficient  size  to  control  the  seas 
il  well  commanded.  She  is  waiting  the  result  of 
the  engagement,  to  relieve  the  port  from  the 
blockade  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  commence  her 
operations.” 

April  9. 

“0n  the  5th  instant,  after  a severe  and  bloody 
contest,  the  royal  army  was  entirely  routed,  I may 
say  annihilated;  2000  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
1500  prisoners,  and  a few  are  straggling  about, 
who,  together  with  the  wounded,  constituted  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy.  San  Martin,  to  deprive 
them  of  all  means  of  escape,  had  decoyed  Orsorio 
to  advance  within  sight  of  the  capital  before  he  at- 
tempted resistance;  the  experiment  was  thought 
to  be  dangerous  and  disapproved  by  many;  but  he 
rejected  all  inteference,  and  has  evinced  his  supe- 
riority. Chili  is  now  emancipated,  and,  with  the 
smallest  attention  to  the  three  ports  of  Valparaiso, 
Coquimbo  and  Talcu,  may  be  made  inaccessible 
to  any  force  which  Spain  can  hereafter  furnish. 

“The  Indiaman,  of  which  I took  notice  in  my 
letter  of  the  8th  ult.  was  one  of  the  vessels  engag- 
ed in  England  for  the  use  of  the  pataiots,  but  from 
tlie  peculiar  state  of  the  country,  on  its  arrival,  the 
government  could  not  complete  its  payment,  and 
thus  it  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  owner 
until  within  a few  days  past.  She  is  now  nearly  ready 
for  sea,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  equipped  it  is  intend- 
ed to  send  her  out  to  encounter  the  Spanish  frigate 
blockading  this  port.  The  result,  if  successful, 
will  insure  the  control  of  the  sea,  and  enable  the 
general  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Lima,  now  wholly 
without  protection,  as  it  is  said,  and  composed  of 
a disaffected  population.  Whatever  may  be  the 
course  pursued,  the  present  character  of  the  ship, 
offers  full  protection  to  our  countrymen,  and  ena- 
bles us  to  proceed  on  our  voyage,  which  we  shall 
accordingly  do  on  the  day  after  to  marrow.  The 
address  to  capt.  Biddle,  of  which  I enclose  a copy, 
will  sliew  at  home  the  great  advantage  resulting 
from  the  presence  of  the  Ontario.  I am  gratified 
in  being  able  to  say,  after  a residence  of  nearly 
three  months,  that  the  impression  first  produced 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Ontario,  has  been  daily  aug- 
menting, and  that  the  measure  of  the  president  has 
been  the  most  happy  in  its  result.” 

The  following  is  the  address  to  capt.  Biddle^  com- 
manding the  Ontario,  referred  to  above; 

To  capt,  James  Biddle^ 

We,  tlie  undersigned,  captains,  supercargoes  and 
agents  of  American  ships  now  in  the  port  of  Val- 
paraiso, think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  express  to  you 
in  this  manner,  our  warm  acknowledgments  of  the 
very  important  services  which  you  have  rendered 
us,  in  the  protection  of  our  persons,  and  of  the 


property  of  our  constituents  at  a moment  of  uncom- 
mon danger. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  your 
ship  the  only  safeguard  we  possessed  against 
the  attempts  of  the  blockading  squadron  to  take 
our  ships  out  df  the  porl,  while  they  were  under 
embargo,  the  consequence  of  which  would  have 
been  the  total  loss  of  the  property  under  yourcharge, 
and  the  subjection  of  our  persons  to  imprisonment 
and  every  species  of  outrage. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  advantage  which  we  have 
derived  from  your  consent  to  remain  here  a longer 
time  than,  perhaps  you  had  originally  contemplat- 
ed, for  it  is  notorious  that  nothing  but  the  repre- 
sentations of  a dignified  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
U.  States,  to  the  government  of  this  place,  could 
have  prevented  the  seduction  of  the  seamen  from 
our  several  ships,  which  before  our  arrival,  took 
place  to  an  extent,  which  left  several  ships  abso- 
lutely in  a state  of  distress. 

The  aid  also  which  has  always  been  promptly  bur- 
nished by  you,  when  required,  and  which  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  safety  of  our  ships,  is  a circumstance 
not  to  be  forgotten;  and  although  we  still  hope  the 
same  attention  to  our  interest,  we  feel  it  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  express  our  sense  of  the  obliga- 
tions which  the  vigilance,  activity  and  zeal  which 
have  been  manifested  by  youself,  your  officers  and 
ship’s  company,  in  affoi’ding  us  protection  and  as- 
sislaace,  have  laid  on  us. 

W e flatter  ourselves,  that  when  it  shall  be  known 
in  the  United  States,  that  nearly  a million  of  Ame- 
rican property  has  been  saved  from  certain  con- 
demnation, and  many  American  citizens  from  op- 
pressive imprisonment  by,  your  exertions,  both 
our  country  and  government  will  duly  appreciate 
and  reward  your  meritorious  services. 

With  every  wish,  sir,  for  your  prosperity  and 
happiness,  and  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  es-' 
teem,  we  remain,  &c. 

SOLOMON  TOWNSEND, 
Master  and  supercargo  of  the  ship  Lior>,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

CHARLES  S.  CARY, 

Master  of  ship  Levant,  of  Boston. 

JOHN  HIGGINSON, 
Supercargo  of  do. 

CHARLES  L.  HYATT, 

Master  and  joint  supercargo  of  the  ship  Two  Ca 
tharines-  of  Providence. 

HORATIO  GERAULD, 

Joint  supercargo  of  do. 

BENJAxMlN  VANDERFORD, 
Master  of  ship  Indus,  of  Salem. 

H.  PULLER, 

Master  of  brig  Ariel,  of  Boston. 

DANIEL  READ, 

Master  of  brig  America,  of  Philadelphia 

JOHN  MILNER, 

Supercargo  of  de. 

THOMAS  ROBINSON, 

Of  the  ship  Packet. 

HENRY  HILL. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENOLANO. 

A British  fleet,  consisting  of  two  89’s  and  six 
74’s  is  to  assemble,  to  cruize  for  two  months,  for 
discipline. 

A person  is  now  in  London,  from  America,  with 
a view  of  hiring  200  laborers  for  himself  and  a Mr. 
Burbeck:  he  has  only  yet  procured  fifty,  each  bein^ 
required  to  possess  25  pounds  in  money. 
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An  incombustible  store  house  has  been  com- 
pleted in  Plymouth  dock  yard,  every  part  of  which 
is  composed  of  stone  and  iron,  without  an  inch  of 
wood  in  the  whole  building;  the  girders,  joists, 
doors,  sashes,  and  frames,  are  all  of  cast  iron,  neat- 
ly executed.  The  roof  is  also  of  cast  iron,  and  the 
doors  of  Yorkshire  stone;  the  stair  case,  which  is  a 
geometrical  one,  is  of  Moorstone,  projecting  six 
feet  from  the  wall.  The  estimated  expense  of  this 
novel  building  is  15,000/. 

The  following  list  of  the  titles  of  lord  Welling- 
ton,  from  the  Extraordinary  Red  booh,  is  equal  to 
any  thing  that  a Castilian  can  boast  of — “Welling- 
ton, Arthur  Wellesley,  duke  of,  marquis  of  Douro, 
held  marshall  and  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  horse- 
guards,  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  court  of  France,  and  a privy  counsellor 
in  Ireland,  prince  of  Waterloo,  and  a field  marshall 
in  the  Netherlands,  duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  gran- 
dee of  the  highest  class,  and  a captain  general  in 
Spain,  duke  of  Villonia,  and  marshall  general  in 
Portugal,  K.  G.  G.  C.  B.  R.  G.  F.  R S.  F.  R M.  T. 
R.  S.  G.  C.  B.  E.  R.  S.  K.  T.  S.  K.  W.  K.E.  K.  C.  K. 
K.  F.  and  D.  C.  L.” 

Princess  Charlotte— kn  ingenious  writer,  in 
speaking  of  the  death  of  the  late  lamented  princess 
Charlotte,  introduces  some  singular  coincidences 
with  respect  to  the  letter  C.  Her  mother’s  name 
is  Caroline — her  own  was  Charlotte — that  of  her 
consort  Coburg— she  was  married  at  Carlton  House 
— her  town  residence  was  Camelford  House — the 
late  owner  of  which,  lord  Camelford,  was  untimely 
killed  in  duel-r-her  country  residence  was  Clare- 
mont — not  long  ago  the  property  of  lord  Clive, 
who  terminated  his  own  existence — She  died  in 
child-bed — and  the  name  of  her  accoucheur  was 
Croft,  who  lately  committed  suicide  in  a fit  of  des- 
peration. 

VnAKCU. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  Paris,  M^ay  18. 

There  has  happened  lately,  at  Fontainbleau,  an 
event  which  causes  great  sensation,  and  which 
every  body  relates  after  his  own  manner.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  exact  account  of  it; — The  regiment  of 
chasseurs  of  the  royal  guard  is  in  garrison,  in  t'lis 
town.  A farrier  belonging  to  this  corps,  probably 
•drunk,  was  heard  to  exclaim  vive  l*empereur/  The 
colonel,  count  de  Potier,  ordered  him  to  be  imme- 
diately arrested,  which  was  perfectly  just;  but  he 
afterwards  ordered  him  to  be  taken  to  the  middle 
of  the  forest  of  Fontainbleau,  and  there  whipped 
to  death  with  leather  thongs,  which  was  atrocious 
barbarity.  The  unfortunate  man  was  undergoing 
this  horrible  punishment,  but  from  a sentiment  of 
pity,  the  iieut.  colonel,  baron  Morier,  had  him  con- 
yeyed  to  the  hospital,  still  alive!  M.  de  Potier  was 
in  a fury,  because  his  order  had  not  been  eniirely 
executed,  and  put  under  arrest  his  lieut.  colonel. 
This  was  the  state  of  afiairs  a few  days  ago,  when 
baron  Montelegier,  aid-de-camp  to  the  duke  of 
Berry,  was  sent  to  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating the  matter. 

BRITISH  AMERICA. 

From  the  25th  to  the  29 ih  June,  501  settlers  ar- 
rived at  the  port  of  Quebec  from  Europe.  Tke 
whole  number  tiiat  have  arrived  there  this  season, 
since  tlie  river  St.  Lawrence  has  been  free  of  ice 
and  navigable  for  shipping,  is  stated  in  the  Quebec 
gazette  at  2378.  The  same  paper  informs  us,  that 
several  thousand  Scotch  Higiilanders  have  formed 
an  association  for  the  purpose  of  emigrating  to 
Canada,  and  were  to  have  sailed  from  Greenock  in 
ibe  month  cf  May. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Washington  City  Gazette,  presumes  that 
business  of  moment  may  be  under  consideration, 
because  there  are  at  present  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment— the  president  of  the  United  States;  the  se- 
cretaries of  state,  of  the  treasury  and  of  war;  and 
the  ministers  of  France,  Er»gland,  Spain  and  Hol- 
land. 

Eastport  was  surrendered,  in  ample  form,  to  gen. 
Miller,  by  the  British  authorities,  on  the  30th  ult. 
The  general  then  congratulated  col.  Sargeant, 
agent  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  restora- 
tion of  its  sovereignty  over  the  islands  in  the  bay  of 
Passamaquoddy. 

Small  difference!  Dr.  John  H.  Robinson’s  new 
map  of  Louisiana  and  Mexico  is  noticed  in  a Nat- 
chez  newspaper.  The  boundary  lines  of  the  terri- 
torial claims  of  the  United  States  and  Spain  are 
marked  on  this  map.  The  tract  of  countries  lying 
between  the  extreme  extent  of  country  so  claimed, 
is  estimated  Xo  conidXn  one  thousand  and  tioentyf am' 
millions,  982  thousand  acres! 

Mr.  Robertson,  representative  in  congress  from 
Louisiana,  has  declined  another  re-eiection,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  He  has  been  a most  able  ad- 
vocate of  the  best  interests  of  his  country,  and 
his  loss  will  be  severely  felt  in  the  national  coun-^ 
cils. 

Toast  drank  in  Massachusetts— “The  old  United 
States  thirteen  in  number.  Who  can  doubt  their 
union,  since  they  have  had  seven  children  added  to 
their  family,  and  have  again  spoken  to  the  nurse.” 

Petersburg,  Va.  inspections,  for  April,  May,  and 
June,  1818— 754<1  bbls  superfine;  331  do.  fine;  666 
do.  cross  middlings;  121  do.  straight  do.;  18  do. 
ship  stuff 

Vermillion,  of  a very  excellent  quality  and  in 
quantity,  is  manufactured  in  New  York. 

Singular  paper. — The  editor  of  the  Pliiladelphia 
Centinel  states,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a 
supplement  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Island  gazette, 
the  paper  of  which  is  manufactured  from  rice.  He 
describes  it  as  being  smooth,  even  and  of  a fine 
texture. 

Boxing. — The  police  of  New-York  is  very  unpo- 
lished. A party  of  boxers,  whose  science  may  have 
excited  the  admiration  of  princes  and  priests  in 
England,  having  assembled  for  tke  purpose  of 
pounding  one  another,  and  perhaps  of  murdering 
one  another,  as  has  often  happened  “at  home,”  were 
rudely  interrupted  by  a “sortofhalflndian”  magis- 
trate, and  informed  that  if  they  did  not  desist  he 
would  put  the  whole  of  the  gentlemen  in  jail ! 

J\Teiv- York,  .July  5. — During  th.e  violent  thunder 
storm  on  Monday  night,  the  steam  boat  Nautilus 
was  on  her  passage  from  Staten  Island;  and,  altho’ 
the  wind  was  a hurricane,  and  the  lightning  a con- 
tinual blaze  around  the  boat,  not  the  least  injury 
was  sustained,  except  that  which  resulted  from  the 
alarm  excited  among  the  numerous  pa.ssengers,  tw'o 
of  wliom  only,  a lady  «nd  gentleman,  fainted — they 
both  happily  recovered  by  the  time  the  storm  sub- 
sided. 

Coanccticut. — The  elect  ion  for  members  of  a con- 
vention, to  form  a constitution^  took  place  on  the 
4th  instant.  The  result  is  thus  stated-republican 
delegates,  111— fedeiai,  90 — rep.  maj.  21. 

Illinois,  It  is  doubtful  whether  lliis  territory, 
witoin  the  time  limitted,  wdll  have  the  needful  popu- 
lation (40,000)  to  entitle  it  to  become  a state.  A 
census  has  ]ust  been  taken — the  aggregate  of  the 
returns  is  34,620;  but  for  one  county  no  return  had 
been  received.  The  complete  r etuvn  will  be  pub- 
lished. when  it  comes  to  band. 
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J^aval. — The  Querriere  ha»  been  ready 

for  sea  for  more  than  a fortnight,  and  will  sail  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Campbell  pleases,  after  his  atriVal  here, 
which  was  expected  yesterday. — We  believe  she 
will  be  found  one  of  the  most  effective  ships  of  her 
class  that  ever  entered  the  Baltic — carrying  53 
guns,  24  pounders  and  42  pound  cannonades,  with 
a full  and  complete  crew,  with  numerous  officer*;, 
and  commanded  by  capt.  Macdonough,  on  whoee 
fame  and  skill  his  country  delights  to  dwell;  she 
will  exhibit  a superior  equipment  for  war;  as  well 
as  a most  admirable  specimen  of  naval  architecture. 
She  was  provisioned  for  a two  years  cruise,  fully 
repaired  and  manned  in  so  short  a time,  as  to  re- 
flect credit  upon  all  branches  of  the  naval  service. 

The  destination  of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  capt. 
Downes,  we  believe  is  yet  a matter  of  uncertainty. 
She  is  not  required  to  bie  ready  before  August,  and 
will  probably  proceed  to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  where 
the  beneficial*  effects  of  the  occasional  visits  of  our 
ships  of  war,  were  lately  shown,  in  the  protection 
of  nearly  one  million  of  American  property  in  the 
port  of  Valpariso,  afforded  by  the  Ontario,  captain 
Biddle. — Boston  paper. 

A prize  to  a patriot  privateer,  detected  in  smug 
gling  on  the  southern  coast,  has  been  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  revenue  cutter  Dallas. 

Mitchell,  the  old  offender,  we  presume,  has  re- 
cently committed  several  acts  of  piracy  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi, by  boarding  vessels  in  open  row  boats,  and 
robbing  them. 

Whale  fishery — It  is  stated  in  the  Boston  Gazette, 
that  upwards  of  fifty  ships  ar©  now  absent  from 
Nantucket  on  whaling  voyages. 

Events  of  the  luar! — Captain  James  Turner,  of 
Bucksport,  Maine,  in  the  schr.  “Eight  Sisters,” 
having  100  qtls,  codfish  on  board,  was  taken  by  the 
British  sloop  Wye,  capt.  J.  Harper,  while  fishing 
off  Bryer  Island,  (Nova-Scotia)  on  the  l5thof  June 
last.  The  crew  were  put  on  board  the  Wye,  but  the 
captain  was  left  on  board  the  schooner  which  was 
carried  into  Digby.  After  lying  there  12  days, 
one  Thomas  Saddler,  prize-master,  and  three  Bri- 
tisb  seamen,  were  ordered  on  board,  and  proceed- 
ed with  llte  schr.  towards  Halifax.  On  the  night 
of  the  28th  June,  capt.  Turner  carefully  secured 
the  fire  arras  and  cutlasses  to  his  own  use,  while 
file  prize-mafter  and  one  other  man  were  asleep — 
fastened  them  below,  without  being  discovered, 
and  then  took  a pistol  in  each  hand,  and  gave  his 
his  orders  to  the  two  on  deck,  who  obeyed;  he  ar- 
rived near  M ichias  on  the  day  following,  and  land- 
ed the  prize-master  and  one  man;  and  again  set  sail, 
and  arrived  at  Bucksport  on  the  3d  July,  in  triumph. 

I certify  the  above  to  be  true, 

JAMES  TURNER. 

Bucksport,  July  4. 

Maj.  Biudsall.  Office  of  th^  Albany  Reg-ister, 
Swi day  evening,  July  12. — With  heartfelt  and  un- 
feigned sorrow,  we  announce  the  untimely  and 
the  distressing  death  of  the  gallant  major  Benja- 
tnin  Birdsall,  of  the  U.  S.  army.  He  was  shot  on 
parade  this  evening  a few  minutes  before  eight, 
and  his  immortal  spirit  left  its  tabernacle  of  clay, 
in  one  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes  afterwards.  He 
was  shot  by  a soldier  by  tlie  name  of  Hamilton,  who 
liad  been  enlisted  about  three  months.  The  mur- 
der was  deliberate,  and  the  monster  exults  at  its 
perpetration — he  is  m prison. 

Major  Birdsall  was  in  conversation  with  lieut. 
Scott,  in  front  of  his  markee.  Hamilton  present- 
ed himself  before  them,  and  said  ‘^mojor  lam  heref^ 
On  being  ordered  back  to  the  ranks  he  made  ready 


and  discharged  his  rifle — the  ball  entered  on  the 
right  side,  passed  near  the  heart  and  lodged  in  the 
flesh  near  the  back  bone. 

In  defending  the  rights  of  his  country,  this  high- 
minded  soldier  met  danger  in  its  most  terrific 
forms— was  mutilated  in  the  most  cruel  manner 
by  having  his  face  literally  shattered  to  pieces — 
has  undergone  surgical  operations  of  the  most 
agonizing  nature — suffered  pains  indescribable — his 
wounds  but  just  healed — his  prospect  of  returning 
happiness  had  barely  began  to  dawn,  and  he  has 
fallen  the  victim  of  unprovoked  assassination. 

Heat. — The  heat  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last, 
was  excessive — the  latter  may  well  be  distinguish- 
ed as  the  “Aof  Sunday?'  The  range  of  the  ther- 
Thometer  varied,  as  usual,  according  to  its  situa- 
tion— ^but  perhaps  95®  may  be  regarded  as  the  low- 
est and  102®  as  the  highest,  as  fairly  exposed  in 
the  shade,  on  Sunday  last,  in  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore. Many  gentlemen  who  have  had  theif  ther- 
mometers suspended  in  the  same  place  for  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  all  unite  in  asserting,  that  the  mer- 
cury was  higher  by  three  or  four  degrees  than  they 
had  ■fever  before  observed  it.  The  sun  was  scorch- 
ing. Numbers  have  died  in  our  several  cities  from 
drinking  cold  water;  and  others  expired  from  ex- 
cesasive  heat.  In  other  respects,  the  cities,  Balti- 
more especially,  are  very  healthy. 

British  packets.  The  Frankljn  Gazette  observes 
—During  | a period  of  trventy-nine  years  before 
the  last  American  vvar,  the  English  had  lost  only 
three  of  their  packets  by  all  the  different  nations 
with  which  they  had  been  at  war.  During  their 
last  contest  with  America,  ( a period  of  not  three 
years)  out  of  thirty-nine,  their  original  number, 
they  lost  twenty-seven. 

Now  when  we  recollect,  that  the  packets  of  the 
English  are  built  expressly  for  swiftness  of  sailing, 
and  at  the  same  time  are  so  armed  and  appointed, 
as  to  be.  capable  of  active  resistance  when  neces- 
sary,—the  above  fact,  without  further  comment, 
may  add  another  testimony  to  our  naval  enterprise 
and  John  Bull’s  disasters. 


TRTAI,  BY  JURY. 

Judge  Washington.  A few  days  since,  in  a cause 
trying  before  tlie  United  States^  circuit  court,  this 
magistrate  strongly  charged  the  jury  that  the  ques 
tion  was  a point  of  law,  and  that  they  find  for 
the  plaintiff.  The  jury  retired  for  a few  minutes, 
when  they  returned,  with  a verdict  for  the  defendant. 
The  next  morning  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  ad- 
dressed the  court,  and  s.aid  he  should  not  as  was 
usual,  move  the  court  for  a rule  to  shew  cause  why 
a new  trial  should  b,e  granted,  but  he  would  at 
once  move  the  court  for  a new  trial,  on  the  ground 
that  the  jury  had  found  a verdict  contrary  to  the 
charge  of  the  court.  Judge  Washington,  in  sub- 
stance, replied,  the  motion  was  perfectly  correct, 
that  he  would  grant  a new  trial  in  this  case,  and  if 
juries  should  find  a verdict  one  hundred  times  in 
opposition  to  the  charge  of  the  court,  he  would 
grant  a new  trial. 

It  is  distinctly  understood  that  this  was  the  third 
time  this  particular  cause  had  been  before  the  cir- 
cuit court;  that  each  time  the  court  strongly  charg- 
ed the  jury  to  find  for  the  plaintiff,  and  that  each 
time  the  jury,  on  their  oaths  of  affirmation,  found 
for  the  defendants. 

Such  are  the  facts  as  they  have  been  detailed  to 
us.  We  deem  them  to  be  of  a character  highly 
interesting  to  the  public.  De^n.  Press. 
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Eiiitohial  wots.— —Publishers  of  newspapers, 
wanting-  something  to  fill  up  their  columns,  or  to 
oblige  men  whose  hints  they  dare  not  disregard,  and 
whose  communications  they  cannot  refuse,  have 
every  license  and  liberty,  privilege  or  prerogative 
that  they  please  to  use  or  accept  of,  to  be  wiity,  or 
silly,  about  the  editor  of  the  Registrb,  as  may,  in 
their  own  opinion,  best  subserve  their  own  views. 
By  a perfection  of  philosophy^  we  can  laugh  at  wit, 
like  Uemocrates;  or  weep  at  their  folly,  like  Hera- 
c/iVes.*  if  happily  we  meet  with  the  former,  often  en- 
countering the  other.  Now  this  is  “confirmation 
strong  as  proof  from  holy  writ,”  that  live  editor  is 
the  greatest  “egotist,”  the  “proudest^”  most  “dog- 
matic,” the  “vainest”  and  the  most  *HearnecV*  man 
that  ever  lived,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  say  any 
thing  more  about  it — it  is  “as  the  tale  of  an  idoot 
twice  told.”  But  this — and  this  only  is  requested; 
that  they  wlio  feel  themselves  obliged  in  any  way 
to  say  any  tiling  of  the  Uegisper,  will  be  so  kind 
as  to  give  to  their  renders  the  matter  stated  by  us 
as  well  as  their  own  comment — if  the  first  be  fairly 
rendered,  the  latter  may  be  extended  as  long  as 
rags  are  used  to  make  paper,  and  paper  is  called 
money! 

The  last  clause  of  these  remarks  originated  in 
accidently  meeting  with  the  Pittsburg  Gazette  of 
the  30th  ult.  wherein  it  is  positively  stated  that  we 
said  a bank  there  hud  been  robbed  of  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars  in  specie!!  Indeed — indeed — we  did 
not  say  so!  W e never  supposed  that  so  much  mo- 
ney was  in  the  vaults  of  the  robbed  bank;  and, 
though  the  fact  was  so  publicly  stated  by  many — 
we  declared  it  to  be  “improbable,”  and  had  nearly 
said  that  it  was  impossible. 


Letters  from  Buenos  Ayres. 

C0>15IDNICATED  FOR  THE  REGISTER. 

The  following  extracts  of  letters  from  a gentleman 
to  his  lady,  though  silent  on  political  matters, 
will  interest  many  by  their  minute  description 
of  other  things  which  belong  to  the  people,  Sic. 
'I'his  place  as  compared  with  any  of  the  cities  of 
the  United  States,  has  in  addition  to  its  advantages 
and  inconveniencies  many  singularities  and  beau- 
ties. The  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  standing  on  the 
margin  of  this  great  river  Plata,  where  it  is  more 
than  sixty  miles  wide,  and  backed  by  a treeless,  i 
perfectly  level  plain,  in  some  directions  more  than 
a thousand  miles  in  extent,  seems^  when  you  look 
over  it  from  a lofty  tower,  to  be  a large  city  front, 
jng  on  the  ocean  of  water  and  surrounded  by  a vast 
ocean  of  land,  over  wliich  pampa  or  plain,  the  dry 
light  winds  called  the  Pampero,  chilled  by  the  ice 
of  the  south  pole,  in  a manner  similar  to  our  north- 
westers, sweeps  with  an  amazing  velocity,  driving 
before  it  all  gloomy  vapours,  restoring  in  a few 
hours  tlie  most  brilliant  sky  and  bringing  health 
and  spirits  to  the  inhabitant  and  terror  to  the  ma- 
riner. 'i’he  plains  are  called  Pampas,  which  means 
in  the  language  of  the  aborigines,  mead^ows  or  pas- 
ture ground;  and  they  certainly  are  the  most  won- 
derful, fertile  and  extensive  plains  in  the  world. 
With  the  exception  oftlie  immediate  banks  of  sonu- 
few  ^mall  rivers  which  creep  in  a very  seroentine 
VoL,  xrv 25, 


way  through  it,  I have  been  assured,  tliai  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  there  is  not  to  be  met  with  any  thing 
which  can  be  properly  called  ahilK  ^i'heiand  lays 
in  long  waves,  the  heights  of  which  are  s .rikingly 
manifested  as  you  sink  into  the  valley  or  mount  on 
the  top  of  the  swell,  by  the  circumscribed  or  vast- 
ly extended  horison  presented  to  view. 

The  apparent  ocean  of  water  in  front  is  do  less 
singular  then  the  boundless  Pampas  in  the  rear. — 
This  great  sheet  of  water,  called  the  river  of  Piate, 
from  the  mouths  of  the  river  Parana  to  the  ocean, 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  largest  bays  in  the  world, 
yet  it  Would  scarcely  average  forty  feet  in  depth; 
in  some  places  it  is  not  twelve;  and  in  one  part  be- 
tween this  and  the  ocean,  it  forbids  the  entrance 
of  any  vessel  drawing  more  than  eighteen  feet  wa- 
ter. More  than  the  half  of  it  is  very  turbid  at  all 
times,  and  about  a third  pari,  at  the  upper  end,  j.s 
quite  muddy;  yet  when  it  settles  or  is  filtered,  is 
as  fine  drinking  water  as  any  in  the  world,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  use  scarcely  any  other — be- 
cause all  the  well-water  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  strongly 
impregnated  with  salt  petre  or  aliurn.  The  lunar 
tides,  similar  to  those  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  thLs 
bay  do  not  take  place  or  are  little  perceived,  but 
the  waters  are  driven  in  various  rapid  currer.ts  by 
the  wind.  It  has  been  known  to  dash  over  and  depo- 
pulate the  lower  street  of  the  town;  and  it  is  with- 
in the  recollection  of  people  now  living,  that  it  has 
been  blown  from  its  bed  so  as  to  leave  bare  somi^ 
miles  from  its  u.sual  margin.  This  great  river  is 
so  flat  along  shore,  tliRt  large  vessels  cannot  come 
nearer  than  five  or  six  miles  of  the  landing;  and  the 
small  river  craft  lay  from  a quarter  to  a half  a mile 
out.  Passengers  and  goods  are  landed  by  means 
of  boats  and  carts.  The  cart  meets  the  boat  at  a 
convenient  depth  and  receives  its  load,  which  is 
brought  on  shore.  The  carts  are  the  most  singu- 
lar machines  of  the  kind  I ever  saw.  The  wheels 
are  generally  from  six  to  eight  feet  in  diameter, 
very  rudely  made,  and  the  body  of  the  cart  stiU 
more  so;  about  the  whole  vehicle  there  is  common- 
ly not  a bit  of  iron,  not  even  a nai!;  the  whole  is 
composed  of  wood  and  raw  hide.  There  carts  are 
drawn  by  two  horses,  one  of  which  has  the  tongue 
of  the  carriage  fastened  to  his  girt  on  one  side  by 
which  he  pulls,  and  the  other  draws  by  a twisted 
strap  of  raw  hide  fastened  in  his  girt  on  the  side 
next  his  companion  and  extending  to  the  body  of 
the  cart;  the  driver  rides  the  horse  to  which  the 
tongue  is  fastened;  and  it  is  astonishing  to  see  what 
loads  two  small  horses  will  in  that  manner  bring 
off  from  the  boats. 

The  immediate  margin  of  the  river  all-along  in 
front  of  the  town,  has  also  its  beauties  and  singular- 
ities. At  the  edge  of  the  water,  when  at  the  most 
usual  height,  is  a kind  of  stone  or  concreted  in- 
durated mud,  in  which  there  is  some  little  mix1,ure 
of  fine  sand;  this  stratum  of  earth,  called  by  tiie 
Spaniards  Tosko^  from  its  roughness,  runs  throug'h 
the  whole  plain  beyond  the  town  at  a depth  of  from 
three  to  ten  feet  below  the  surface,  and  is  s.ii  1 to 
be  that  nitrous  or  poisonous  stratum  which  preveut.Si 
the  growth  of  forest  trees,  ’rhis  d'osco  along  die 
water’s  edge,  is  worn  or  cut  into  holes  or  channels 
which  are  filled  with  water,  round  which,  on  a co- 
vering of  sandv  mould,  thrown  up  by  the  water  or 
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accident,  is  a beautiful  i^reen  sward,  interspersed 
v/ith  a species  of  white  flower  similar  to  our  Crocus. 
And  on  this  flowery  margin  of  green  sward  almost 
all  the  clothes  of  the  inhabitants  are  washed — and 
on  a good  washing  day  it  seems  to  be  covered  by 
more  than  a thousand  busy,  babbling  v/asherwomen. 

The  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  covers  a great  deal  of 
ground  in  proportion  to  its  population,  whicli  in- 
cluding the  suburbs  to  a considerable  extent, 
amounts  to  little  more  by  the  last  census  than 
47000.  I have  seen  but  one  house  in  all  tlie  town 
the  front  of  which  at  all  resembles  any  of  those  of 


Baltimore.  The  houses  have  an  unpromising  exte- 
rior, are  built  in  the  Spanish  or  Moorish  stile,  and 
all  alike,  difi'ering  only  in  height.  As  I wish  you 
to  form  some  idea  of  the  splendor  of  the  ball  given 
to  us  by  Messrs.  Zimmerman  and  Lynche,  as  well 
as  1o  convey  to  you  a tolerably  just  notion  of  the 
advantages  of  their  houses  as  residences  in  a Warm 
climate,  and  how  easily  and  powerfully  they  have 
been  used  here  and  in  Spain  as  means  of  defence 
and  military  fortifications,  I have  enclosed  you  a 
ground  plat  of  the  house  occupied  by  Messrs.  Z. 
and  L.  which  I will  endeavour  to  explain. 
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The  letters  D designate  doors  from  the  street, 
into  patios,  or  from  one  room  to  another;  and  the 
letters  W designate  in  like  manner  the  windows. 
The  house  is  two  stories  high;  over  the  four  stores 
in  front,  and  over  each  street  door,  is  a window  in 
the  second  story.  Over  the  dining  room,  entry, 
chamber  and  nursery,  it  is  also  two  stories  high, 
but  over  ail  the  rest  it  is  only  one.  For  the  whole 
of  this  house  Messrs.  Z.  and  L.  pay  ^2000  a year 
rent;  but  not  having  occasion  for  the  stores  in 
front,  they  let  them  separately,  except  store  No.  1, 
through  whicli  is  an  entrance  to  their  store  rooms. 
The  great  entrance  to  this,  as  all  other  houses,  is 
through  the  great  door  or  entrance  from  the  street, 
which  is  spacious  enough  to  admit  a loaded  cart. 
The  passage  between  the  two  patios  is  not  quite 
so  wide.  The  front  patio  is  closed  by  large  strong 
folding  doors,  in  one  of  which  there  is  a small  door 
to  admit  persons  only.  The  patios,  or  yards,  are 
open  above  and  paved.  The  floors  of  the  house  as 
well  in  the  second  as  in  the  ground  floor,  are  made 
of  tile  or  thin  bricks  and  laid  in  mortar — sometimes 
the  front  patio  and  Saia  are  floored  with  those  thin 
square  flags  of  Italian  marble,  aommonly  used  in 
Baltimore  for  laying  hearths;  and  I have  seen  some 
floors  laid  with  the  old  fashioned  china,  or  queen’s 
ware  figured  tiles,  used  for  the  front  jams  of  fire 
places.  But  almost  all  the  floors,  the  stair  cases, 
roofs  and  balconies  are  made  of  brtifk;  I do  not  re- 
collect to  have  seen  more  than  one  or  two  wooden 
floors  in  all  the  town.  Instead  of  an  even  ceiling, 
the  joists  on  which  the  floor  of  the  second  story  is 
laid  are  most  usually  left  bare  and  white  washed. 
The  walls  are  from  two  to  three  feet  or  more  thick. 
All  the  outer  doors,  as  well  as  those  between  the 
principal  rooms,  are  very  high  and  folding,  in  each 
half  of  which  there  is  a sash  which  serves  for  a 
window,  or  can  be  closed  by  a shutter  which  swings 
to  it.  The  window  shutters  are  constructed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  doors  with  sash  and  shutters. 
The  windows  are  closed  on  the  out  side  by  iron 
gratings  called  rej as,  which  commonly  project 
about  a foot  from  the  out  side  of  the  wall.  The 
window  sills  are  about  the  height  of  a chair  from 
the  floor;  so  that  what  with  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  and  the  projections  of  the  reja,  when  the  large 
folding  shutters  are  thrown  open,  the  window  fur- 
nishes a very  spacious  seat,and  is  so  used  according- 
ly in  fine  weather  by  the  ladies,  who  spread  over 
it  a piece  of  handsome  carpeting  and  seat  them- 
selves in  it  with  their  companions,  children,  sewing 
work,  &c.  It  is  rare  indeed  to  find  a cellar  under 
any  of  the  houses.  The  walls  of-the  rooms  are 
generally  coloured  or  white  washed,  some  few  are 
handsomely  papered.  Tlie  floor  according  to  ac- 
cording to  Spanish  taste,  is  covered  with  a hand- 
somfe  mat;  the  English  fashion  covei-s  it  with  a car- 
pet. English  furhiture  is  almost  altogether  in  use 
and  fashion.  The  roofs  of  the  houses,  except  a few 
which  are  covered  with  a kind  of  tile  like  those 
made  in  Baltimore,  are  flat  and  surrounded  with  a 
parapet  wall;  so  that  in  many  of  the  best  houses  the 
roof  of  the  first  story  affords  a pleasant  little  yard 
to  a part  of  the  same  building  which  is  two  stories, 
and  is  used  for  various  purposes.  The  streets  are 
narrow  and  straight,  intersecting  each  other  at  right 
angles:  and  the  principal  parts  of  the  town  are 
closely  built  with  houses  of  this  description.  The 
side  walks  are  not  wide  enough  for  two  persons  to 
to  walk  abreast. 

If  I have  succeeded  in  givingyou  an  idea  of  the 
houses,  you  will  readily  perceive  some  of  their 
advantages  and  disadvantages — Fire,  and  the 
alarms  and  distresses  incident  to  a cry  of  fire,  are 


unknown — the  house  is  retired  and  secure;  the 
rooms  are  cool,  pleasant,  &c. — But  on  the  other 
hand,  the  walls  are  damp  in  winter,  and  the  floors, 
without  the  greatest  care,  furnish  harbor  for  le- 
gions of  fleas.  In  a military  point  of  view  each 
house  is  a complete  fort— and  they  were  found  to 
be  very  good  ones  when  this  place  was  attacked 
some  years  ago  by  the  British;  the  inhabitants  arm- 
ed themselves  and  from  the  tops  of  their  housed 
so  annoyed  the  English  wlio  attempted  to  pass  the 
streets,  as  to  compel  them  to  take  shelter  in  the 
church  of  St.  Domingo;  which,  like  all  the  other 
churches,  is  built  of  brick  with  very  thick  walls, 
a high  steeple,  and  a roof  of  brick  supported  on 
arches.  The  steeple  of  this  church  is  witliin  range 
of  the  shot  from  the  For";  therefore,  when  the  En** 
glish  entered  the  church  it  was  immediately  as- 
sai^d  from  thence — and  the  English  under  an  ap- 
prehension that  the  steeple  and  roof  would  be 
soon  knocked  down  and  crush  them  to  death,  sur- 
rendered immediately.  The  fort  stands  about  the 
middle  of  the  town,  bounded  by  the  river  on  one 
side.  It  is  one  of  the  fortifications  erected  under 
the  Spanish  government,  which  has  been  so  fa* 
mous  for  military  works  of  this  description — with- 
in its  walls  is  the  palace  in  which  t!xe  vice  roy  used 
formerly  to  reside,  and  where  the  supreme  direc- 
tor now  dwells.  It  is  an  awkward  old  building  in 
the  Spanish  stile  of  architecture,  which  I have  just 
been  endeavoring  to  give  you  some  idea  of. 

For  the  ball  given  to  us  by  Messi\s.  .Zimmer-^ 
man  and  Lynche,  the  front  patio  was  cover 
ed  with  a canvass  awning,  to  v;hich  were  .sus- 
pended about  thirty  glass  passage  lamps,  besides 
many  candles  round  the  walls.  At  figures  5,  6, 
7,8,9  and  10,  large  pier  glasses  ^were  put  up, 
and  the  windows  were  dressed  with  shrubs  and 
flowers.  Within  the  entrance,  the  great  street  doors 
being  shut,  was  placed  the  band  of  music.  Over 
the  entrance  the  United  States  and  Buenos  Ayres 
flags  were  suspended,  and  in  like  manner  over  the 
door  opposite  to  the  entrance.  The  floor  of  the  pa- 
tio, thus  converted  into  a grand  sala  or  hall,  was 
covered  with  a carpet,  and  chairs  were  placed  all 
round.  It  seems  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  even 
those  of  the  genteeler  sort,  have  been  accustomed 
on  occasions  of  a ball  or  entertainment  to  indulge 
themselves  in  a very  impertinent  and  mobhisli,  but 
harmless  curiosity,  by  going  and  crowding  into  the 
room  merely  as  initocent  spectators  and  gazers, 
without  being  invited  or  even  known  lo  the  person 
intruded  on.  Therefore  to  keep  off  sncli  intruders, 
Messrs.  Z.  and  L.  as  is  said  to  be  usual  in  such  ca- 
ses, obtained  a guard  of  soldiers  from  llie  govern- 
ment, who  were  stationed  in  the  store  room  No.  1, 
which  was  the  entrance  for  that  niglit,  and  in  the 
passage  between^tlie  two  patios;  notwithstanding 
which,  when  we  went  the  crowd  in  the  street  be- 
fore the  door  was  very  great.  There  were  about 
one  hundred  ladies  ar.d  double  the  number  of  gen- 
tlemen. There  were  but  two  kinds  of  dar.ce.s. 
practised;  the  old  minute  and  the  country  dance, 
'fhe  minute  is  the  same  as  that  once  in  fashion  with 
us;  but  the  country  dance  differs  materially  from 
ours;  the  paruiers  heave  througli  the  d;iiice  very 
muc'u  as  ,a  pair  of  waltzers.  All  their  dancing 
seems  to  be  calculated  to  cultivate  and  display 
graceful  movements;  they  have  no  cotilion  or  jig 
steps,  hence  tiiey  always  dance  on  a carpet,  are 
very  little  fatigued  by  being  up  ever  so  long,  and 
the  ladies  acquire  very  erect  and  graceful  attitudes 
and  a handsome  manner  of  walking  The  dresses 
of  the  ladies  were  very  much  in  our  fashions,  but 
more  fmery  and  theatrical  tinsel  about  them  than 
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ours  would  admire.  The  supper  was  served  up  in 
the  Comedor  and  Sala,  and  was  abundant  and  tast- 
lul.  In  short  it  was  altogether  the  most  splendid 
bull  I ever  was  at. 

The  ladies  of  Buenos  Ayres  are  very  gay  and  easy 
in  their  manners.  I heir  walking  dress  is  said  to  be 
Shat  of  old  Spain.  It  is  almost  universally  a black 
satlin  gown,  fringed  about  the  tail,  and  so  short  as 
to  expose  the  ankle  more  than  our  ladies  would 
deem  entirely  correct,  v/hite  silk  stockings  and 
V.  hite  sattin  shoes,  attd  a lace  veil  or  shawl  over  the 
head  so  as  to  cover  the  ears  entirely  or  nearly  so, 
and  to  crossover  the  bosorh— and  a fan.  I have  not 
seen  a cap  of  any  sort  on  the  head  of  any  female 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  young  or  old.  The  ladies  are  in 
j^eneral  well  formed,  dark  bninetts  and  have  pret- 
ty feet  and  ankles;  tliere  are  a good  many  very 
pretty,  but  I have  not  seen  one  who  was  beautiful. 

I'h'e  climate  this  country  is  at  present 
delightful,  and  it  is  said  to  be  less  so  the  whole 
year  round.  The  cold  of  the  winters,  which  tisuai- 
ly  produce  ice  about  the  thickness  of  a dollar,  is 
.s  lid  to  be  very  severely  felt,  particularly  by  Euro- 
peaiis,  a great  many  of  whom  have  fire-places  in  the 
rooms;  but  the  houses  of  the  Creoles  have  no  fire- 
places but  in  the  kitchen— wood  of  all  kinds  and 
for  all  purposes  is  very  dear.  The  wild  fowl,  are  of 
various  kinds,  ail  abundant  and  fine.  Ihe  market 
is  also  well  supplied  with  various  kinds  of  good 
fish— vegetables  and  fruits  are  plentiful,  all 
equal  and  some  finer  than  those  of  «ur  country,  ex- 
cept potatoes.  This  is  the  paradise  of  horned  cat- 
lie,  and  yet  veal  is  rarely  seen,  and  butter  is  very 
dear,  very  scarce,  and  very  bad. 


President  Adams’  Correspondence. 

Quincift  April  Stht  1818. 

Mr.  JVIVes— Permit  me  to  dedicate  a ci.py  of  the 
following  letter  to  Mr.  Wirt.  I am  sorry  it  was 
oot  orirnnally  b^ddressed  to  him,  mntatis  mutandis, 
frombi'shum'bieservant,  John  Adams. 

liKAiiTuDOu.  In  lU’  .WirPs  elegant  and  eloquent 
panegyric  on  Mr.  Henry,  I beg  your  attention  to 
page"  56,  to  page  67,  the  end  of  the  second  section, 
where  you  will  read  a curious  specimen  of  the  ago- 
of  patriotism  in  the  early  stages  of  therevolu 

^^^”When  Mr.  Henry  could  carry  his  resolutions 
but  bv  one  vole,  and  that  against  the  influence  of 
Tianiolpb,  Bland,  Pendleton,  Whythe  and  all  the 
old  members,  whose  influence  in  the  house  bad  till 
then  been  unbroken;  and  when  Peyton  Randolph, 
afterwards  president  of  congress,  swore  a round 
oatli  lie  would  have  given  500  guineas  for  a single 
vote,  for  one  vote  would  have  divided  the  house, 
and  ilobinson  was  in  the  chair,  who  he  knew  would 
have  negatived  the  resolution.** 

And  you  will  also  see  the  confused  manner  in 
which  they  were  first  recorded  and  how  they  have 
since  been  garbled  in  history. 

My  remarks  at  present  will  be  confined  to  the 
anecdote  in  page  65.  -“C;esar  had  his  Brutus, 
C’  aries  tiie  first  his  Cromwell, anc’George  the  third*’ 

Treason,  cried  the  speaker— treason — treason — 

echoed  from  every  part  of  the  house,  licnr  finish- 
ed Ills  sentence,  by  ihe  words— ‘-'may  profit  by 
tiieir  exaa.pie.” — 

this  be  irc-.nion  make  the  most  of  it.” 

In  iudge  Aiinot’s  history  of  Massachusetts  bay, 
vol.  ii,  pages  102  an.’  103,  j ou  will  find  anolhe  • 
a^ony  of  pi'  riotism  i.n  1762,  liiree  years  before  -Mr. 
ifeiu  v’s.  Mr  O is  sulf-red  one  of  < quid  severity 
;.i  die  lisuse  of  rcprCiienlalives  of  Massachusetis 


bay.  Judge  Minot’s  account  of  it  is  this:— “The 
remonstrance  offered  to  tlie  governor  was  attended 
with  aggravating  eircumstances.  It  was  passed,  af- 
ter a very  warm  speech  by  a member  in  the  house, 
and  at  first  contained  the  following  offensive  ob- 
servation— ‘For  it  will  be  of  little  consequence  to 
the  people  whether  they  were  subject  to  George 
or  Louis,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  or  the  French 
king.  If  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both  would  be,  if 
both  could  levy  taxes  withorit  parliament.” 

Though  judge  Minot  does  notary  it,  the  warm 
speech  was  from  the  tongue,  and  the  offensive  ob- 
servation from  the  pen  of  James  Otis. — When 
these  words  of  the  remonstrance  were  first  read 
in  the  house,  Ti.mothy  Pain,  esq.  a member  from 
"Worcester,  in  his  zeal  for  royalty,  cried  out  “trea- 
son! treason!” — the  house  were  not  however  inti- 
midated,  but  voted  the  remonstrance  with  all  the 
treason  contained  in  it,  by  a large  majority— and  it 
was  presented  to  the  governor  by  a committee  of 
which  Mr,  Otis  Was  a member — Judge  Minot  pro- 
ceeds: “The  governor  was  so  displeased  with  this 
passage  that  he  sent  a letter  to  the  speaker,  return- 
ing the  message  of  the  house,  in  which  he  said 
that  the  king’s  name,  dignity  and  cause,  were  so 
improperly  treated,  that  he  was  obliged  to  desire 
the  speaker  to  recommend  earnestly  to  the  house 
that  it  might  not  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  in 
the  terms  in  which  it  then  stood.  For  if  it  should, 
he  was  satisfied  they  would  again,  and  again,  wish 
that  some  part  of  it  were  expunged. — Especially  if 
it  should  appear,  as  he  doubted  not  it  would  when 
he  entered  upon  his  vindication — that  there  was 
not  the  least  ground  for  the  insinuation,  under  co- 
lor of  which  that  sacred  and  well  beloved  name 
was  so  disrespectfully  brought  into  question.— 
Upon  the  reading  of  this  letter,  the  exceptionable 
clause  was  struck  out  of  the  message.” — 

I have  now  before  me  a pamphlet  printed  in  1762, 
by  Edes  and  Gill,  in  Queen  street,  Boston,  entitled 
“A  vindication  of  the  conduct  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
bay;  more  particularly  in  the  last  session  of  the 
general  assembly— by  James  Otis,  esq.  a membei” 
of  said  house,*'  with  this  motto 

Let  such,  such  only,  tread  this  sacred  floor, 
tVho  dare  to  love  their  country,  and  be  poor; 

Or  good,  tho’  rich,  humane  and  wise,  tho’  great, 

Jove  give  but  these,  we’ve  nought  to  fear  from  fate. 

I wish  I could  transcribe  the  whole  of  this  pamph. 
let,  because  it  is  a document  of  importance  in  the 
early  history  of  the  revolution  which  ought  never 
to  be  forgotten. — It  shows  in  a strong  Tight  the 
heaves  and  tliroes  of  the  burning  mountain,  three 
years  at  least  before  the  explosion  of  the  volcano 
in  Massachusetis  or  Virginia.  Had  judge  Minot 
ever  seen  this  pamphlet,  could  he  have  given  so  su- 
perficial an  account  of  this  yeai%  1762.^  There  was 
more  than  one  *’7varm  speech'*  made  in  that  session 
of  the  legislature. — Mr.  Otis,  himself,  made  many — 
a dark  cloud  hung  over  the  whole  continent, — but 
it  was  peculiarly  black  and  threatening  over  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  town  of  Boston,  against  which 
devoted  city  the  first  thunderbolt  of  parliamentary 
omnipotence  were  intended  and  expected  to  be 
darted.  Mr.  Otis,  from  his  first  appearance  in  the 
house  in  1761,  had  shewn  such  a vast  superiority  of 
talents,  information  and  energy  to  every  other  mem- 
ber ol  the  house,  that,  in  176  A he  took  the  lead  as  it 
v/ere  of  course.  He  opened  the  session  with  a 
speech.  A sketch  of  Which  he  has  given  us  him- 
self It  depends  upon  no  man’s  memory.  It  is 
Warm,  it  is  true; — But  i is  warm  only  with  leyaBy 
to  his  king,  love  tolas  country,  and  exultations  in 
her  exertions  in  the  national  cause. 
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This  pamphlet  ought  to  be  reprinted  and  deposit 
cd  in  the  cabinet  of  the  curious.  The  preface  is  a 
frank,  candid  and  manly  page,  explaining  the  mo- 
tive of  the  publication,  viz.  the  clamors  against 
the  house  for  their  proceedings,  in  which  he  truly 
jsays,  “the  world  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be, 
pretty  equally  divided  between  those  two  great 
parties,  vulgarly  called  the  winners  and  the  los- 
ers; or,  to  speak  more  precisely,  between  those  who 
are  discontented  that  they  have  no  power,  and  those 
wlio  think  they  never  can  have  enough” — Now  it 
it  absolutely  impossible  to  please  both  sides,  eitiier 
by  temporizing,  trimming  or  retreating;  the  for- 
mer, justly  incur  the  censure  of  a wicked  heart, 
the  latter  that  of  cowardice,  and  fairly  and  man- 
fully fighting  the  battle  out,  is  in  the  opinion  of 
many  worse  than  either. 

On  the  8th  of  September.  A.  D,  1762,-— the  war 
still  continuing  in  North  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  governor  Bernard  made  his  speech  to  both 
bouses,  and  presented  a iiKQ.cisTTioN  of  sir  Jefiery 
Amherst,  that  the  Massachusetts  troops  should  be 
continued  in  pay  during  the  winter. 

Mr.  O^is  made  a speech,  the  outlines  of  which  he 
bas  recorded  in  the  pamphlet,  urging  a compliance 
wi  h the  governor’s  recommendation  and  general 
Amherst’s  requisition;  and  concluding  with  a motion 
for  a committee  to  consider  of  both  A committee 
was  appointed,  of  whom  Mr.  Otis  was  one,  and  re- 
ported, not  only  a continuance  of  the  troops  alrea- 
dy in  service,  but  an  addition  of  nine  hundred  men 
with  an  augmented  bounty  to  encourage  their  en- 
listment. If  the  orators,  on  the  4th  of  July,  really 
wish  to  investigate  the  principles  and  feelings 
which  produced  the  revolution,  they  ought  to  stu- 
dy this  pamphlet  and  Dr.  Mayhew’s  sermon  on  pas 
sive  obedience  and  non-resistance,  and  all  the  docu- 
ments of  those  days.  They  have  departed  from  the 
object  of  their  institution  as  much  as  the  society 
for  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts  have 
from  their  charter.  The  institution  had  better  be 
wholly  abolished,  tlian  continued  an  engine  of  the 
politics  and  feelings  of  the  day,  instead  of  a memo 
rial  of  the  principles  and  feelings  of  the  revolution 
half  a century  ago — I might  have  said  for  two  cen- 
turies before. 

This  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Olis  exhibits  the  interest- 
ing spectable  of  a great  man,  glowing  with  loyalty 
to  his  sovereign,  proud  of  his  connection  with  the 
British  empire,  rejoicing  in  its  prosperit}^,  its  trU 
umphs  and  its  glory,  exulting  in  the  unexampled 
efforts  of  his  own  native  province  to  promote  them 
all;  but  at  the  same  time  grieving  and  complaining 
of  the  ungenerous  treatment  that  province  had  re 
ceived  from  its  beginning  from  the  mother  country, 
and  shuddering  under  the  prospect  of  still  greater 
ingratitude  and  cruelty  from  the  same  source. 
Hear  a few  of  his  words  and  read  all  the  rest. 

“Mr.  Speaker — This  province  has  upon  all  Occa- 
sions been  distinguished  by  its  loyalty  and  readi- 
ness to  contribute  its  most  strenuous  efforts  for  his 
majesty’s  service;  I hope  this  spirit  will* ‘ever  re- 
main as  an  indelible  characteristic  of  this  people, 
See.  kc.  “Our  own  imniediate  interest,  therefore, 
as  well  as  the  general  cause  of  our  king  and  coun- 
try, requires  that  we  should  contribute  the  last 
penny  and  the  last  drop  of  blood,  rather  than  by  any 
backwardness  of  ours,  his  majesty’s  measures 
should  be  embarrassed;  and  thereby  any  of  the  en- 
terprizes  that  may  be  planned  for  the  regular  troops 
miscarry.  Some  of  these  considerations  I presume 
induced  the  assembly,  upon  his  majesty’s  requisi- 
tion, signified  last  spring  by  lord  Egremont,  so 
cheerfully  and  unanimously  to  raise  thirty-three 


hundred  men  for  the  present  campaign,  and  upon 
another  requisition,  signified  by  sir  Jeffery  Amherst, 
to  give  a handsome  bounty  for  enlisting  about  nine 
hundred  more  into  the  regular  service.  The  co- 
lonies, we  know,  have  often  been  blamed  wiUumt 
cause;  and  we  have  had  some  share  of  it-—witness 
the  miscarriage  of  the  pretended  expedition  against 
Canada  in  queen  Anne’s  time,  just  before  the  infaTn- 
oiis  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It  is  well  known  by  some 
now  living  in  tliis  metropolis,  that  every  article, 
that  was  to  be  provided  here,  was  in  such  readiness, 
that  the  officers,  both  of  the  army  and  navy,  expres- 
sed their  utmost  surprize  at  it,  upon  tlieir  arrival 
To  some  of  them,  no  doubt,  is.  Was  a disappoint- 
ment; for  in  order  to  shift  the  blame  of  this  shame 
ful  affair  from  themselves,  they  endeavoured  to  lay 
it  upon  the  New  Eng.  colonies.  I am  therefore  clear- 
ly for  raising  the  men,  8tc.  This  province  has,  sinoe 
the  year  1754,  levied  for  his  majesty’s  service  a? 
soldiers  and  seamen,  near  thirty  thousand  men, 
besides  what  have  been  otherwise  employed.  O:  e 
year  in  particular  it  was  said  that  every  fifth  man 
was  engaged  in  one  shape  or  another.  We  have 
raised  sums  for  the  support  of  this  war,  that  the 
last  generation  could  hardly  have  formed  any  idea 
of.  We  are  deeply  in  debt.” 

On  the  14th  of  September  the  house  received  a 
message  from  the  governor,  containing  a somewhat 
awkward  confession  of  certain  expenditures  of  pub- 
lic money,  wilkout  appropriations  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people, — ih.u  such  appropriations 
were  unconstitutional,  arbitrary,  and  therefore  Iv- 
ranical,  had  became  popular  proverbs— they  were 
become  common  place  observations  in  the  streets. 
It  was  impossible  that  Otis  should  not  take  fire 
upon  this  message  of  the  governor.  He  according, 
ly  did  take  fire  and  made  that  fiaming  speech 
which  judge  Minot  calls  “a  warm  spiEEcu”— with- 
out informing  us  who  made  it,  or  what  it  contain- 
ed. I wish  Mr.  Otis  had  given  us  this  “warm 
speech,”  as  he  has  the  comparatively  cool  one  at 
the  opening  of  the  session.  But  this  is  lost  forever. 
It  concluded,  however,  with  a moiion  for  a com- 
mittee to  consider  the  goivernor’s  message  and  re- 
port. The  committee  was  appointed  and  Otis  was 
the  first  after  the  speaker. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  answer 
and  remonstrance,  every  syllable  of  which  is  Ot  is. 

*'May  it  plea  se  your  excellency: 

“The  house  have  duly  attended  to  your  excellen- 
cy’s message  of  the  eleventh  instant,  relating  to 
tue  Massachusetts’  sloop,  and  are  humbly  of  <»pinion 
that  there  is  not  the  least  necessity  for  keeping  up 
her  present  complement  of  men,  and  therefore  de- 
sire that  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  re- 
duce tliem  to  six,  the  old  establishment  made  for 
said  sloop  by  the  general  court— justice  to  our 
selves,  and  to  our  constituent.s  obliges  us  to  remon- 
strate against  the  method  of  makingor  increasing 
establishments  by  the  governor  and.  council.  It 
in  effect,  taking  from  the  house  their  most  darling 
privilege,  the  right  of  originating  al!  taxes. 

“It  is,  in  short,  annihilatinig  one  branch  of  the 
legislature — and  when  once  the  r presentalive.s  of 
the  people  give  up  this  privilege,  the  government 
will  very  soon  become  arbitrary. 

“No  necessity,  therefore,  can  be  sufficient  io 
justify  a house  of  representauves  in  giving  up  such 
a privilege;  for  it  would  be  of  liule  con'sequence 
to  the  people,  whetiier  they  were  subject  xo  George 
or  Louis,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  French 
king,  if  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both  would  be,  ii 
both  could  levy  taxes  without  pariiaTyjeut,  Har' 
this  been  the  first  instance  of  the  kind,  we  mivh 
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not  have  troubled  your  excellency  about  it;  but 
lest  the  matter  should  gTOw  into  precedent,  we 
earnestly  beseech  your  excellency,  as  you  regard 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  province,  that  no 
measures  of  this  nature  be  taken  for  the  future,  let 
the  advice  of  council  be  what  it  may,-’ 

This  remonstrance  being  read  was  accepted  by 
a large  majority,  and  sent  up  and  presented  to  his 
excellency  by  a committee,  of  whom  Mr.  Otis  was 
one. 

The  same  day  the  above  remonstrance  was  de- 
livered, the  town  was  alarmed  with  a report,  that 
the  house  liad  sent  a message  to  his  exc^ellency  re- 
flecting on  his  majesty’s  person  and  government, 
and  highly  derogatory  to  his  crown  and  dignity, 
and  therein  advised  that  his  excellency  would,  in  no 
case,  take  advipe  of  his  majesty’s  council.  The 
governor’s  letter  to  the  speaker  is  as  judge  Minot 
represented  it.  Upon  reading  it,  the  same  person 
who  had  before  cried  out  treason!  treason’  when 
he  first  heard  the  oflTensive  words,  now  cried  out 
“rase  them!  rase  them!”  They  were  accordingly 
expunged. 

In  tlie  course  of  the  debate,  a new  and  surpris- 
ing doctrine  was  advanced:  “We  have  seen  the 

times,  when  the  majority  of  a council  by  their 
words  and  actions  have  seerhed  to  think  themselves 
obliged  to  comply  with  every  thing  proposed  by 
the  chair,  and  to  have  no  rule  of  conduct  but  a go- 
vernor’s will  and  pleasure.  Hut  now,  for  the  first 
limej  it  was  asserted,  that  the  governor;  in  all  ca- 
ses, v/as  obliged  to  act  according  to  the  advice  of 
council,  and  consequently  would  be  deemed  to 
have  no  judgment  of  his  own. 

In  page  17,  Mr.  Otis  enters  on  his  apology,  ex- 
cuse or  justification  of  the  offensive  words;  which, 
as  it  is  as  facetious  as  it  is  edifying,  I will  tran- 
sci'ibe  at  length  in  his  own  words,  vix. — 

“In  order  to  excuse,  if  not  altogether  justify,  the 
offensive  passages  and  clear  it  from  ambiguity,  I 
beg  leave  to  premise,  two  or  three  data;— -1st.  God 
made  all  men  naturally  equal.  2d.  The  ideas  of 
earthly  superiority,  pre-eminence  and  grandeur  are 
educational;  at  least  acquired,  not  innate.  3d. 
kings  were,  and  plantation  governors  should  be, 
made  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  not  the  peo- 
ple for  them.  4th.  No  government  has  a right  to 
make  hobby  horses,  asses  and  slaves  of  the  subject; 
nature  haying  made  sufficient  of  the  former,  for 
all  the  lawful  purposes  of  man,  from  the  harmless 
peasant  in  the  field,  to  the  most  refined  politician 
in  the  cabinet;  but  none  of  the  last,  which  infallibly 
proves  tljey  are  unnecessary.  5ih.  Th.nugh  most 
governments  are  de  facto  arbitrary,  and  consequent- 
ly the  cprse  of  and  scandal  of  human  nature,  yet 
none  are  de  jure,  arbitrary.  6th.  The  British  con- 
stitution of  government,  as  now  established  in  his 
majesty’s  person  and  family,  is  the  wisest  and  best 
in  the  world.  7th.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  is 
the  best  and  most  glorious  monarch  upon  the 
globe,  and  his  subjects  the  happiest  in  the  universe. 
3ih.  It  is  mpst  humbly  presumed,  the  king  would 
have  all  his  plantation  governors  follow  liis  royal 
example,  in  wise  and  strict  adherence  tp  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  constitution;  by  which,  in  con- 
junction with  his  other  rpyal  virtues,  he  is  enabled 
to  reign  jn  the  hearts  of  a brave  and  generous,  a free 
jind  loyal  people,  9th.  This  is  the  summit,  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  human  glory  and  felicity,  10th, 
The  Trench  king  is  a despotic,  arbitrary  prince,  and 
consequently  his  subjecis  are  very  miserable. 

“Let  us  now  take  a more  careful  review  of  this 
passage,  which  by  some,  out-of-doors,  has  been  re- 
presented as  seditious,  rebellious  and  traitorous. 


I hope  none,  however,  will  be  so  wanting  to  the  in^ 
terests  of  their  country  as  to  represent  the  matte 
in  this  light  on  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic,  though 
recent  instances  of  such  a conduct  might  be  quot- 
ed, wherein  the  province  has,  after  its  most  stre- 
nuous efforts,  during  this  and  other  wars,  been 
painted  in  all  the  odious  colors  that  avarice,  ma- 
lice and  the  worst  passions  could  suggest. 

“The  house  assert,  that  it  would  be  of  little  con- 
sequence to  the  people,  whether  they  were  sub- 
ject to  George  or  Louis,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
or  the  French  kmg,  if  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both 
would  be,  if  both  could  levy  taxes  without  parlia- 
ment— or  in  the  same  words  transposed  without  the 
least  alteration  of  the  sense:  It  would  be  of  littla 
consequence  to  the  people  whether  they  were  sub- 
ject to  George,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  Louis, 
the  French  king,  if  both  were;  arbitrary,  as  both 
would  be,  if  both  could  levy  taxes  without  parlia- 
ment. 

“The  first  question  that  would  occur  to  a phila- 
sopher,  if  any  question  could  be  made  about  it, 
would  be,  whether  it  were  true.  But  truth  being 
of  little  importance,  with  most  modern  politicians, 
we  shall  touch  lightly  on  that  topic,  and  proceed 
to  an  enquiry  of  a more  interesting  nature. 

“That  arbitrary  government  implies  the  worst  of 
temporary  evils,  or  at  least  the  continual  dangers 
of  them,  is  certain.  That  a man  would  be  pretty 
equally  subject  to  these  evils,  under  every  arbitra- 
ry government,  is  clear.  That  I should  die  very 
soon  after  my  head  should  be  cut  off,  whether  by 
a sabre  or  a broad-sword,  whether  chopped  off  to 
gratify  a tyrant,  by  the  Christian  name  of  Tom, 
Dick  or  Harry,  is  evident.  That  the  name  of  the 
tyrant  would  be  of  no  more  avail  to  save  my  life, 
than  the  name  of  the  executioner,  needs  no  proof 
— It  is  therefore  manifestly  of  no  importance  what 
a prince’s  Christian  name  is,  if  he  be  arbitrary,  any 
more  indeed  if  he  were  not  arbitrary.  So  the 
whole  amount  of  this  dangerous  proposition  may 
at  least  in  one  view  be  reduced  to  this,  viz: — it  is 

OP  LITTLE  IMPORTANCE  WHAT  A KIXo’s  CHRISTIAN 
NAME  IS.  It  is  indeed  of  importance  that  a king, 
a governor,  and  all  other  good  Christians,  should 
have  a Christian  name,  but  whether  Edward,  Fran- 
cis, or  William,  is  of  none,  that  I can  discern.  It 
being  a rule  to  put  the  most  mild  and  favorable 
construction  upon  words  that  they  can  possibly 
bear,  it  will  follow  that  this  proposition  is  a very 
harmless  one,  that  cannot  by  any  means  tend  to 
prejudice  his  majesty’s  person,  crown,  dignity,  or 
cause,  all  which  I deem  equally  sacred  with  his 
excellency. 

“If  this  proposition  will  bear  an  hundred  differ- 
ent constructions,  they  must  all  be  admitted  before 
any  that  imports  any  bad  meaning,  much  more  a 
treasonable  one. 

“It  is  conceived  the  house  intend  nothing  disre- 
spectful of  his  majesty,  his  government  or  gover- 
nor, in  those  words.  It  would  be  very  injurious  to 
insinuate  this  of  a house  that,  upon  all  occasions, 
has  distinguished  itself  by  a truly  loyal  spirit;  and 
which  spirit  possesses  at  least  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  in  a thousand  of  their  constituents 
throughout  the  province.  One  good  natured  con- 
struction at  least  seems  to  be  implied  in  the  asser- 
tion and  that  pretty  strongly,  viz:— that  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  it  is  of 
vast  importance  to  be  a Briton  rather  than  a French- 
man,  as  the  French  king  is  an  arbitrary,  despotic 
prince — but  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  not  so  de 
jure,  de  facto,  nor  by  inclination;  a greater  differ- 
ence on  this  side  of  the  grave  cannot  be  found. 
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than  that  which  subsists  between  British  subjects 
and  the  slaves  of  tyranny. 

“perhaps  it  may  be  objected,  that  there  is  some 
difference  even  between  arbitrary  princes,  in  this 
respect  at  least,  that  some  are  more  vigorous  than 
ofhers.  It  is  granted;  bat  then  let  it  be  remember- 
ed that  the  life  of  man  is  as  a vapor  that  soon  va- 
nisheth  away,  and  we  know  not  who  may  come  af- 
ter him,  a wise  man  or  a fool;  though  the  chances 
before  and  since  Solomon  have  ever  been  in  favor  of 
the  latter.  Therefore  it  is  said  to  be  of  little  conse- 
quence. Had  it  been  no  instead  of  little,  the 
clause,  upon  the  most  rigid  stricture,  might  have 
been  found  barely  exceptionable. 

“Some  fine  gentlemen  have  charged  the  expres- 
sion as  indelicate.  This  is  a capital  impeachment 
in  politics,  and  therefore  demands  our  most  serious 
attention.  The  idea  of  delicacy,  in  the  creed  of 
some  politicians,  implies  that  an  inferior  should,  at 
the  peril  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear,  obey  his  su- 
perior. Does  my  superior  want  my  estate?  I must 
give  it  him,  and  bow  to  him  that  he  will  conde- 
scend to  take  it. 

“The  reason  is  evident:  it  might  give  him  some 
little  pain  or  uneasiness  to  see  me  whimpering, 
much  more  openly  complaining,  at  the  loss  of  a 
little  glittering  dirt.  I must,  according  to  this 
system,  not  only  endeavor  to  acquiesce  myself,  but 
impress  upon  all  around  me,  a reverence  and  pas 
sive  obedience  to  the  sentiments  of  my  superior, 
little  short  of  adoration.  Is  the  superior  in  con- 
templation a king,  I must  consider  him  as  God’s 
vicegerent,  clothed  with  unlimited  power,  his  will 
the  supreme  law,  and  not  accountable  for  his  ac- 
tions, let  them  be  v/hat  they  may,  to  any  tribunal 
upon  earth.  Is  the  superior  a plantation  governor? 
He  must  be  viewed  not  only  as  the  most  excel- 
lent representation  of  mjijesty,  but  as  a vice  roy  in 
his  department,  quoad  provincial  administration, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  vested  with  all  the  pre- 
rogatives that  were  ever  exercised  by  the  most 
absolute  prince  in  Great  Britain, 

“The  votaries  of  this  sect,  are  all  monopolizers 
of  office,  peculators,  informers,  and  generally  the 
seekers  of  all  kinds — It  is  better,  say  they,  to  give 
up  any  thing  and  every  thing  quietly  than  contend 
with  a superior;  who,  by  his  prerogative,  can  do, 
and  as  the  vulgar  express  it,  right  or  wrong,  will 
have,  whatever  he  pleases.  For  you  must  know, 
that  according  to  some  of  the  most  refined  and 
fashionable  systems  of  modern  politics,  the  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  all  the  moral  virtues,  are 
to  be  considered  only  as  the  vagaries  of  a weak  or 
distempered  imagination  in  the  possessor,  and  of 
no  use  in  the  world  but  for  the  skilful  politician,  to 
convert  to  his  own  purposes  of  power  and  profit, — 
with  these — 

“Tlie  love  of  country  is  an  empty  name, 

“For  gold  they  hunger;  but  ne’er  thirst  for  fame.” 

“It  is  well  known  that  the  least  patriotic  spark, 
“unawares  catched,”  and  discovered,  disqualifies 
a candidate  from  all  ^further  preferment  in  this  fa- 
mous and  flourishing  order  of  knights  errant.  It 
must  however  be  confessed  they  are  so  catholic  as 
to  admit  ail  sorts,  from  the  knights  of  the  post  to  a 
garter  and  star,  provided  they  are  thoroughly  di- 
vested of  the  fear  of  God  and  the  love  of  mankind; 
and  have  concentrated  all  their  views  in  dear  self, 
with  them  the  only  sacred  and  well  beloved  name, 
or  thing,  in  the  universe.— -See  Cardinal  Richelieu’s 
political  Testament,  and  the  greater  Bible  of  the 
sect,  Mandeville’s  fable  of  the  bees.  Richelieu, 
expressly  in  solemn  earnest,  without  any  sarcasm 
or  irony,  advises  the  discarding  all  honest  men 
from  the  presence  of  a prince,  and  from  even  the 


purlieus  of  a court.  According  to  Mnndeviile-— 
the  moral  virtues  are  the  political  offspring  whic’i 
flattery  begot  upon  pride.  The  most  darling  prin- 
ciple of  this  great  apostle  of  the  order,  who  has 
done  more  than  any  mortal  towards  diffusing  cor- 
ruption, not  only  through  the  three  kingdoms,  but 
through  the  remotest  dominions,  is  that  every  man 
has  his  price,  and  that  if  you  bid  high  enough, 
you  are  sure  of  him. 

“To  those  who  have  been  taught  to  how  at  the 
name  of  a king,  with  as  rruich  ardor  aixl  devoiio!', 
as  a papist  at  the  sight  of  a erucifix,  the  assertion 
under  examination  may  appear  harsh;  hut  there  u 
an  immense  difference  bet-ween  the  sentiments  of  a Bri- 
tish house  of  commons  remonstrating,  and  those  of  a 
courtier  crmging  for  a favor.  A house  of  represen- 
tatives here,  at  least,  bears  an  equal  proportion  to  a. 
governor,  loith  that  of  a house  of  commons  to  a king. 
There  is  indeed  one  difference  in  favor  of  a iinuse 
of  representatives;  when  a house  of  commons  ad 
dress  the  king,  they  speak  to  their  sovereign,  who 
is  truly  the  most  august  personage  upon  earth''^ 
When  a house  of  representatives  remonstrate  to  a 
governor,  they  speak  to  a fellow  subject;  though  a 
superior,  who  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  decency 
and  respect;  but  I hardly  think  to  quite  so  much 
reverence  as  his  master. 

“It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  a form  of 
speech  may  be  in  no  sort  improper,  when  used 
arguendo  or  for  illustration,  speaking  of  the  king; 
which  same  form  may  be  very  harsh,  indecent  and 
ridiculous  if  spoken  to  the,  king. 

“What  cause  of  so  bitter  repentance,  “again 
and  again,”  could  possibly  have  taken  place,  if 
this  clause  had  been  printed  in  the  journal,  I can- 
not imagine;  if  the  case  be  fairly  represented,  I 
guess  the  province  can  be  in  no  danger  from  a house 
of  representatives  daring  to  speak  plain  English 
when  they  are  complaining  of  a grievance.  I sin- 
cerely believe  the  housie  had  no  dispostion  to  entei* 
into  any  with  the  governor  or  council.  Sure  I am 
that  the  promoters  of  this  address  had  no  such 
view.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  the  highest  reason 
to  presume  that  t!»e  house  of  representatives  will 
at  all  times  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  and  contribute  their  utmost  as- 
sistance, in  supporting  those  two  branches  of  the 
legislature  in  all  their  just  rights  and  pre-emi- 
nence.— But  the  house  is,  and^ought  to  be,  jealous 
and  tenacious  of  its  ov/n  privileges;  these  are  a sa- 
cred deposit  vitrusted  by  the  people,  and  the  jealousy  of 
them  is  a Godly  jealously. 

IlEMAttKS, 

1.  "Wliy  has  the  sublime  compliment  of  “treason! 
treason!”  made  to  Mr,  Henry  in  1T65,  been  so 
celebrated,  when  that  to  Mr.  0<is,  in  1762,  three 
years  before,  has  been  forgotten?  Because  the  Vir- 
ginia patriot  has  had  many  trumpeters,  and  very 
loud  ones*  hut  the  Massachusetts  patriot  none.^ 
Though  false  accusers  and  vile  coiiimniators  in 
abundance. 

2.  I know  not  whether  judge  Minot  was  born  irt 
1762.  He  certainly  never  saw,  heard,  felt  or  un- 
derstood any  thing  of  the  principles  or  feelings  of 
that  year.  If  he  had,  he  could  not  have  given  so 
frosty  an  account  of  it.  “The  w.irm  speech”  he 
mentions,  was  an  abridgment  or  second  edidon  of 
Otis’s  argument,  in  1761,  against  the  execution  of 
the  acts  of  trade.  It  was  a flaming  declamadou 
against  taxation  without  representation.  It  was  a 
Warning  voice  against  the  calamities  that  were 
coming  on  his  country.  It  was  an  ardent  effort  to 
alarm  and  arouse  his  countrymen  against  the  mc 
nacing  system  of  parliamentary  taxation. 
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3.  Bernard  was  no  great  thing,  but  lie  was  not  a 
fool.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  thought  the 
offensive  passage  treason,  sedition,  or  of  such  dan- 
ger and  importance  as  he  represented  it.  But  his 
design  was  to  destroy  Otis.  “There  is  your  enemy,” 
said  Bernard,  after  a Scotish  general,  “if  ye  do 
not  kill  hinri,  he  will  kill  you.” 

4.  How  many  volumes  are  concentrated  in  tliis 
little  fugitive  pamphlet,  the  production  of  a few 
hurried  hours,  amidst  the  continual  solicitations  of 
a crowd  of  clients;  fqr  his  business  at  the  bar  at 
that  time  was  very  extensive^and  of  tlie  first  im- 
portance; and  amidst  the  host  of  politicians. 

5.  Look  over  the  declaration  of  rights  and  wrongs 
issued  by  congress  in  1774; — look  into  the  decla- 
ration of  independepce  in  1776;--"look  into  the 
writings  of  Dr.  Price  and  Dr,  Priestley;— look  into 
all  the  French  constitutions  of  government,  and  to 
cap  the  climax,  look  into  Mr.Thomas  Pain’s  “Com- 
mon  Sense,”  “Crisis”  and  “Rights  of  Man,”  what 
can  you  find  that  is  not  to  be  found  in  solid  sub- 
stance in  the  vindication  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives? 

6.  Is  it  not  an  affront  to  common  sense?  an  in- 
sult to  truth,  virtue  and  patriotism,  to  represent 
Patrick  Henry,  though  he  was  my  friend  as  much 
as  Otis,  as  the  father  of  the  American  revolution, 
and  the  founder  of  American  independence?  The 
gentleman  ^yllp  has  done  this,  sincerely  believed 
what  he  wrote,  I doubt  not;  but  he  ought  to  be 
made  sensible  that  he  is  of  yesterday,  and  knows 
nothing  of  the  real  origin  of  the  American  revolu- 
tipn. 

7.  If  there  is  any  bitterness  of  spirit  discernable 
in  Mr.  Otis’  vindication,  this  was  not  natural  to  him. 
—-He  was  generous,  candid,  manly,  social,  friendly, 
agreeable,  amiable,  witt.y  and  gay,  by  nature,  and 
by  habit.  Honest,  almost  to  a proverb;  though 
quick  and  passionate  against  meanness  and  deceit. 
But  at  this  time  he  v/as  agitated  by  anxiety  for  his 
country,  and  irritated  by  a torrent  of  slander  and 
scurrility  constantly  pouring  upon  him  from  all ' 
quarters. — Mr.  Q.is  has  fortified  his  vindication  in 
a long  and  learned  note. — Which,  in  mercy  to  my 
eyes  and  fingers,  I must  borrow  another  handle 
transcribe  in  another  sheet: — 

“The  natural  liberty  of  man  is  to  be  free  from 
any  superior  power  on  earth,  and  not  to  be  under 
the  will  or  legislative  authority  of  man,  but  to  have 
only  the  law  of  nature  for  his  rule.  The  liberty  of 
man  in  society  is  to  be  under  no  otiier  legislative 
power,  but  that  establisl^ed  by  consent  in  the  com- 
monwealth; nor  under  tlie  dominion  of  any  will, 
or  restrainst  of  any  law,  but  what  that  legislature 
shall  enact  according  to  the  trust  put  in  it.  Free- 
dom then  is  not  what  sir  Robert  Fiimer  tells  us,— 
*‘A  liberty  for  every  one  to  do  what  lie  lists, 
to  live  as  he  pleases,  and  not  to  be  tried  by  any 
laws,”  But  freedom  of  men,  under  government, 
is  to  have  a standing  rule  to  live  by,  coinrnon  to 
every  one  of  that  society,  and  made  by  the  legis- 
lative power  eyecled  in  it;  a liberty  to  follow  my 
own  will,  in  all  things  where  that  rule  prescribes 
not,  and  not  to  be  subject  to  the  unknown,  uncon- 
stunt,  uncertain,  arbitrary  will  of  anoiher  man;  a 
freedom  of  nature  is  lobe  under  no  restrains?  but 
the  law  of  nature.  This  freedom  from  absolute 
.arbitrary  pov.’er,  is.  so  necessary  to,  and  closely 
ioined  with  a man’s  preservation,  that  he  cannot 
part  with  it  but  by  wiiut  forfeits  his  pre.serv.uion 
iind  life  together.  Fora  man  not  having  power 
over  his  own  life,  cannot  by  compact  or  iiis  owsi 
consent  enslave  himself  t<>  any  one,  nor  \mi  iiimself 
under  the  absolute  arbitrary  power  of  another,  to 


take  away  his  life  when  he  pleases:  no  body  can 
give  more  power  than  he  has  himself.  He  that, 
cannot  take  away  his  own  life,  cannot  give  another 
pow«r  over  it.” — Ltocke's  discourse  oii  governmeni , 
part  2f/,  chap.  4. 

“Though  the  legislative,  wliether  placed  in  one 
or  more,  whether  it  b£  always  in  being,  or  only  by 
interv.als,  though  it  be  the  supreme  power  in  every 
commonvi'ealth,  yet  in  the  utmost  bounds  of  it,  if  it 
be  limited  to  the  public  good  of  the  society,  it  is  a 
power  that  liath  no  end  but  preservation;  and  those 
can  never  have  a right  to  destroy,  enslave  or  design- 
edly impoverish  the  subjects, 

“These  are  the  hounds  to  which  the  trust  that  i<? 
put  in  them  by  the  society  and  the  laws  of  God  and 
nature,  have  set  to  the  legislative  power  of  every 
commonwealth  in  all  forms  of  government; 

**First,  they  are  to  govern  by  established  promul- 
gated laws,  not  to  be  varied  in  particular  cases  but 
to  have  ene  rule  for  rich  and  poor,  for  the  favorite 
at  court,  and  the  countryman  at  plough. 

Secondly,  tliese  laws  ought  to  be  designed  for 
no  other  end  ultimately,  but  the  good  of  the  people. 

**  Thirdly,  they  must  not  raise  taxes  on  the  proper- 
ty of  the  people,  without  the  consent  of  the  people, 
given  by  themselves  or  deputies.” 

Fourthly,  W\Q  legislature  neither  must  nor  can 
transfer  the  power/of  making  laws  to  any-body  else, 
nor  place  any  where  but  where  the  people  have  ” 

Id  chap  11. 

“Where  the  legislative  and  executive  power  are 
in  distinct  hands,  as  they  are  in  ell  moderated 
monarchies  and  well  formed  governments,  there 
the  good  of  society  requires  that  several  thing.-? 
should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  him  that  has 
the  supreme  executive  power.  This  power  to  act 
according  to  discretion  for  the  public  good,  with- 
out the  prescription  of  law,  and  sometimes  even 
against  it,  is  that  which  is  called  prerogative. 

“ I’his  power,  which  employed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community,  and  suitably  to  the  trust  and  ends 
of  government,  is  undoubted  prerogative,  and  never 
is  questioned.  For  the  people  are  very  seldom  or 
never  scrupulous  or  nice  in  the  point;  they  are  far 
from  examining  prerogative  whilst  it  is  in  any 
tolerable  degree  employed  for  the  use  it  was  meant, 
that  is,  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  not  mani- 
festly  against  it.  But  if  there  comes  to  be  a ques- 
tion between  the  executive  power  and  the  people, 
about  a thing  clairned  as  a prerogative,  the  tenden- 
cy of  the  exercise  of  such  prerogative  to  the  good 
or  hurt  of  the  people,  will  easily  decide  the  que.s- 
tion.  Prerogative  is  nothing  but  the  power  of  do- 
ing public  good  without  a rule.  The  old  question 
will  be  asked  in  this  matter  of  prerogativfe.  But 
who  shall  be  judge  when  tliis  power  is  made  a 
right  use  of?  1 answer:  between  an  executive  pow- 
er in  being  with  such  prerogative,  and  a leg!sla  = 
tive,  that  depends  upon  hi^i  will,  further  convening, 
there  can  be  no  judge  on  earth,  as  there  can  be 
none  between  the  legislative  and  the  people.  Should 
either  the  executive  or  legislative,  when  they  have 
got  t!)j^  power  in  their  hands,  design  or  go  about 
to  destroy  tiiem,  the  people  liave  no  other  remedy 
in  this,  as  In  other  cases— when  they  liave  no  judge 
upon  earth,  but  to  appeal  to  heaven.  Nor  let  any 
one  think  that  tliis  lays  a perpetual  foundation  for 
disorder — for  this  operates  not  till  the  inconveni- 
enty  is  so  great  that  the  majority  feel  it,  and  are 
weary  of  it,  and  find  a necessity  to  have  it  amend- 
ed. But  this  the  executive  power  or  v,\  e princes 
never  need  come  in  the  danger  of,  and  it  is  the 
thing  of  all  others,  they  have  most  need  to  avoid, 
as  of  ail  Olliers  tiiemost  perilous.”  Li.  chap.  14. 
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“Fatherly  authority,  or  a right  of  fiiiherhood  in 
oar  author’s  sense  (i.  e.  sir  Robert  Filmer)  is  a di- 
vine unalterable  right  of  sovereignty,  whereby 
father,  or  a prince,  (and  a governor  might  have 
been  added)  hath  an  absoliue,  arbitrary,  unlimited 
and  unlimitable  power  over  the  lives,  liberties  and 
estates  of  his  children  and  subjects,  so  that  he 
may  take  or  alienate  their  estates,  sell,  castrate  or 
use  their  persons  as  he  pleases,  they  being  all  his 
slaves,  and  he  lord  proprietor  of  every  tiling,  and 
his  unbounded  will  their  law.” — hockey  on  govern- 
ment, b.  ch.  2. 

“lie  that  will  not  give  just  occasion  to  think  that 
all  government  in  the  world  is  the  product  only  of 
force  and  violence,  and  that  men  live  together  by 
no  other  rules  but  that  of  beasts,  where  the 
strongest  carries  it,  and  so  lay  a foundation  for  per- 
petual disorder,  mischief,  tumult,  sedition  and  re- 
bellion, (things  that  the  followers  of  that  hypothe- 
sis, i.  e.  P'ilraer,  and  the  advocates  for  passive 
obedience,  so  loudly  cry  out  against)  must  of 
necessity  find  out  another  rise  of  government, 
another  original  of  political  power,  and  another  way 
of  designingand  knowing  the  persons  that  have  it, 
than  sir  Robert  Filman  hath  taught  us  ” — hockey  on 
govemmenty  b.  2d,  chap.  3d. 

“This  other  original  Mr.  Locke  has  demonstrat- 
ed to  be  the  consent  of  a free  people.  It  is  possi- 
ble there  are  a few,  and  t desire  to  tiiank  God 
there  is  no  reason  to  think  there  are  many  among 
us,  that  can’t  bear  the  names  of  liberty  and  prospe 
rity,  much  less  that  the  things  signified  by  those 
terms  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  vulgar. 

“These  may  be  inclined  to  brand  som.e  of  the 
principles  advanced  in  the  vindication  of  the  house, 
with  odious  epithets,  seditious  and  levelling.  Had 
any  thing  to  justify  them  been  quoted  from  col. 
Algernon  Sidney,  or  other  British  martyrs  to  the 
liberty  of  their  country,  an  outcry  of  rebellion 
would  not  be  surprising.  The  authority  of  Mr. 
Locke  has  therefore  been  prefered  to  all  others — tor 
these  further  reasons— 1st.  He  was  not  only  one  of 
the  most  wise,  as  well  as  most  honest,  but  the  mos-t 
impartial  man  that  ever  lived.  2d,  He  professed- 
ly wrote  his  discourses  on  government,  as  he  him- 
self expresses  it; — “To  establish  the  throne  of  the 
great  restorer  king  William,  to  make  good  his  title 
in  the  consent  of  the  people,  which  being  the  only 
one  of  all  lawful  governments,  he  had  more  fully 
and  cleai’ly,  than  any  prince  in  Christendom,  and 
to  justify  to  the  world  the  people  of  England, w'uose 
love  ofliberty,  their  just  and  natiu'al  rights,  with 
their  resolution  to  preserve  them,  saved  the  nad.  n 
when  it  was  on  the  brink  of  slavery  and  ruin.”  By 
this  title  our  illustrious  sovereign,  George  the  HI. 
(whom  God  long  preserve)  now  holds.  3d.  Mr. 
Locke  was  as  great  an  ornament,  under  a crowned 
head,  as  the  church  of  England  ever  had  to  boast 
otF. 

“Had  all  her  sons  been  of  his  wise,  moderate,  to- 
lerant principles,  we  should  probably  never  have 
heard  oftho.se  civil  dissentions  that  have  so  often 
brought  the  nation  to  the  borders  of  perdition. — 
Upon  the  score  of  his  being  a cliurchman,  however, 
his  sentiments  are  kss  liable  to  the  invidious  re- 
fiectionsjand  insinuations  that  high  flyers,  jacobites 
and  other  stupid  bigots,  are  apt  too  liberally  to  be- 
stow, not  only  upon  dissenters  of  all  denominations, 
butupon  the  moderate,  and  therefore  infinitely  the 
most  valuable  part  of  the  church  of  England 
itself.” 

Thus  far  Mr.  Otis;  and  no  more  for  the  present 
from  your  humble  servant,  JOHX  ADA.MS. 
The  hon.  William  I'luhr. 


Capture  of  Pensacola,  &c. 

The  Democratic  Press  of  Sa.ar  ay  last  contains 
an  able  article  entitled  an  “enquiry  into  the  causes, 
conduct  and  consequences  of  the  southern  war.” 
It  is  long,  and  has  been  already  so  extensively  co- 
pied into  other  papers,  that  the  following  brief 
analysis  may  suffice  for  the  Register. 

1.  The  constitution  expre.ssiy  authorises  the, 
president  to  use  the  military  force  of  the  nation  t« 
repel  invasion,  or  protect  the  people  thereof  and 
their  property,  without  waiting  for  congress  to 
declare  war:  the  writer  says— 

“It  is  a fact,  that,  altho’  the  United  States  have 
never  since  tlieir  national  existence,  had  the  teni- 
ple  of  Janus  quite  shut  up,  but,  like  all  other  rising 
empires,  have  been  obliged  to  maintaip.  their  ele- 
vation as  they  go,  by  arms  and  warlike  attitudes, 
yet  the  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain  in 
1812,  is  the  only  declaration  of  war  on  the  reciwcls 
of  congress.  There  was  no  declaration  of  war 
I against  France  in  1798:  but  acts  of  congress  simply 
dissolving  treaties  and  authorising  reprisals.  There 
was  no  declaration  of  war  against  Tripoli  in  1802; 
^nor  against  Algiers  in  1815;  but  acts  of  congress 
providing  merely  for  the  protection  of  American 
commerce  and  seamen  against  the  Tripolitans  and 
the  Algerines,  authorising  captures,  and  other  pre- 
cautionary measures  of  hostility.  There  certainly 
was  no  act  of  congress,  in  1811,  authorising  the  fri- 
gate President  to  make  war  on  the(jiule  Beit.” 

He  then  instances  the  several  w^rs  with  the  In- 
dians during  the  administration  of  president  Wash- 
ington, and  observes  that  no  one  denied  “Ids  con- 
stitutional  authority  to  employ  the  public  force  in 
offensive  operations  for  the  public  protection.” 
The  Seminoles  had  invaded  our  territory  and  mur- 
dered and  plundered  our  people  and  conflagrated 
their  dwellings— and,  he  says,  “to  stop  repulsion 
at  a degree  of  latitude,  and  leave  invasion  there 
unmolested  to  coil  up  its  folds  and  renew  its  ra- 
vages, is  the  pretended,  and  the  bloody  scruple  of 
of  a perverted  conscience,  untrue  to  its  country, 
incompatible  with  its  constitutipn,  its  existence 
and  its  history.”’ 

Hence  the  war  against  the  Seminoles  Is  made 
out  to  be  perfectly  within  the  constitutionMl  autho- 
rity of  the  president,  and  the  pursi/iV  ofthemjusti 
fied  as  a plain  measure  of  safety. 

2.  He  then  considers  the  war  as  carried  on  In  the 
Spanish  territory,  and  briefly  alludes  to  some  of  the 
inirigues  of  the  Spaniards  with  the  Indians,  as  early 
as  1790,  when  they  interfered  to  prevent  anegocia 
tion  with  the  Creeks,  through  the  secretary  of 
East  Florida,  who  came  to  New  York  W’ith  a large 
sum  of  money'for  the  purpose — 

“Late  similar  intrigues  need  not  be  recaprtula? 
ed,  they  are  well  known.  Spain  aind  England  have 
been  the  patrons  of  this  new  and  most  atrociou  s 
edition  of  the  spirit  of  the  Propaganda:  The  Unit 
ed  States  of  America  have  lost  not  less  than  twci: 
ty  thousand  of  tlieir  people,  of  sill  ages,  sexes  and 
conditions,  most  barbarously  sacrificed  to  the  grirr. 
deity  of  this  infernal  system;  while  their  benevo- 
lent endeavours  to  reclaim  and  civilize  the  savages, 
have  been  retarded  and  almo.st  destroyed  by 
votaries. — Coeval  with  the,  existence  of  tlie  x\mei’i- 
can  governments,  these  intrigues,  as  they  are  term 
ed,  have  never  ceased  to  be  prosecuted;  tliey  liave 
grown  with  our  growth,  till,  such  is  the  prodigious 
mutation  of  a short  time,  their  reaction  upon  their 
authors,  places  in  the  grasp  of  this  adolescent  re- 
public the  lawful  means  of  wresting  from  tht^ 
Spanish  monarcli  a provi  me  which  receivetl  its 
name  from  a Spaniard  whose  demise  seems  to  have 
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been  the  forerunner  of  the  downfal  of  his  great 
country. 

“The  relative  condition  of  the  Indians  and  the 
European  nations  whose  descendants  inhabit  North 
America,  is  somewhat  ambiguous  and  complicated. 
In  the  negociations  preceding  the  treaty  of  Paris 
in  1763,  France  endeavored  lo  prevail  on  England 
to  consider  the  Indian  tribes  of  America  as  inde- 
pendent powers,  and  to  treat  respecting  them  ac 
cordingly,  as  sovereignties  under  the  protection  of 
France.  But  England  refused  and  France  aban- 
doned the  overture.  At  the  late  treaty  of  Ghent, 
the  English  commissioners  renewed  this  proposal, 
insisting  on  their  right  and  duty  to  iiegociate  for 
the  Indian  nations  as  independent  powers  under 
their  protection.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  consi- 
der this  curious  point  of  political  philosophy. 
Spain  shall  have  either  alternative  of  the  syllogism, 
and  yet  the  capture  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola 
will  be  justified.  All  that  is  asked  for  is,  that  Spain 
shall  not  take  both,  or  neither,  as  suits  her ^predi 
cament.  If  the  Indians,  inhabiting  Florida,  are  in- 
dependent of  Spain,  then  Florida,  inhabited  by 
those  Indians,  is  not  a Spanish  but  an  Indian  terri- 
tory: and  of  course  Spain  cannot  complain  of  our 
arms  repelling  th«  Indian  invaders  beyond  the 
common  frontier,'  to  the  uttermost  recesses  of  their 
territories.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Indians  are 
dependent  on  Spain,  then  they  are  qualified  Span- 
ish subjects,  the  Spaniards  are  identified  in  Flori- 
da with  the  Indians:  and  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  as  between  the  Americans  and  their  Indian 
invaders,  lawful  repulsion  has  no  territorial 
bounds.” 

The  case  of  gen.  Wayne  and  the  commander  of 
the  British  fort  on  the  Miami,  in  1794,  is  then  allud- 
ed to — Wayne  destroyed  the  houses  and  corn  fields 
above  and  below  the  fort,  and  burnt  some  within 
pistol  shot  of  it;  among  them  the  store  house  and 
stores  of  the  famous  dealer  in  scalps,  the  British 
col.  McKee.  The  British  commander  of  the  fort 
remonstrated;  but  Wayne  disregarded  him,  and  was 
justified  by  his  government: — 

“The  English,  it  is  true,  were  entrenched  on 
ground  de  jure  American  territory,  and  only  de, 
/uc^o  commanded  by  the  English.  With  this  dif- 
ference there  is  certainly  much  similarity  in  the 
circumstances  of  that  event  of  the  former  war  and 
events  of  the  late  one. 

“ This  position,  decisively  occupied,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be,  may  yet  be  corroborated.— Gen.  Jack- 
son  has  alleged  to  the  world  that  the  Spaniards 
first  furnished  the  Indians  with  means  of  aggres- 
sion, and  afterwards  gave  them  protection  when 
repelled  beyond  our  borders.  A chieftain  is  the 
subject  of  one  article  of  the  capitulation  of  Pen- 
sacola. This  imputation,  thus  averred, and  vouched, 
will  of  course  be  taken  as  in  proof;  at  least  till 
disprovsd.  It  is  moreover  a notorious  fact  that 
Spain,  tho^  most  potent  in  the  faculty  of  supplying 
the  Indians  with  implements  of  warfare,  is  alto- 
gether unable  to  coerce  their  tranquility, — If  so, 
may  not  repulsion  be  lawfully  carried  into  the  ar- 
senals and  magazines  of  our  enemies,  whenpe  they 
sally  forth  for  our  invasion?  The  just  and  unques- 
tionable principle  of  self-defence  would  stop  far 
short  of  the  attainment  of  its  legitimate  objects, 
unless  permitted  to  go  that  indispensable  length.” 

The  writer  proceeds  and  gives  the  following 
view  of  certain  incidents  which  have  so  much  ex- 
cited the  sympathy  of  some* — “Having  thus  cur- 

*It  is  strange  that  the  sympathies  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  so  often  most  excited 


sorily,  as  was  intended  at  the  outset,  examined  this 
interesting  subject  as  respects  our  own  constituti- 
onal rights,  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  those  of 
the  Spaniards,  something  remains  to  be  said  of  the. 
English  episode  to  the  grand  epic.  A narrative  of 
what  is  understood  to  be  an  outline  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  cases  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambvistie 
will  serve  to  shew,  without  illustration,  that  they 
deserved  the  unhappy  fate  inflicted  upon  them. 
When  the  American  army  arrived  at  St.  Marks, 
Arbuthnot  was  there.  After  taking  his  measures 
for  surprising  the  Seminoles,  encamped  at  the  Su- 
wannee towns,  about  ninety  miles  distant,  the  in- 
defatigable general  led  his  eager  troops  by  forced 
marches  to  the  scene  of  action.  But  apprised  of 
his  approach  the  savages  had  escaped,  with  their 
immense  convoys  of  horses,  cattle  and  supplies,  on 
which  the  American  commander  had  reckoned  for 
a refreshment,  very  much  wanted  for  his  exhaust- 
ed men.  By  an  intercepted  letter  of  Arbuthnot’s 
it  appeared  that  he  was  the  traitor  from  whom  the 
Indians  derived  their  intelligence  of  the  general’s 
design  to  surprize  them.  While  the  army  laid  at 
Suwannee  towns,  after  this  disappointment,  about 
eleven  o’clock  at  night  four  interlopers  were  chal- 
lenged by  a centinel,  attempting  to  enter  the  camp; 
two  negroes,  an  Indian  and  Ambristie.  They  fled* 
when  accosted,  but  were  pursued  and  overtaken. 
On  the  return  of  the  army  to  St.  Marks,  a general 
court  martial  was  organized  to  try  both  these  cul- 
prits, and  condemned  them  to  be  executed.  Cer- 
tainly with  perfect  justice,  if  martial  law  is  of  any 
avail.  Indeed  the  refined  code  of  the  modern  law 
of  nations  will  justify  their  deaths.  “The  city  of 
Geneva,  says  Vattel,  1.  2.  chap.  4.  sec.  68.  (the 
whole  of  these  two  sections  are  worth  referring  to 
for  the  sake  of  the  subject  generally)  after  defeat- 

when  an  Englishman  is  the  object.  justly 

punished  in  the  revolutionary  war,  for  voluntarily 
entering  upon  a palpably  dishonest  and  ungentle- 
manly  business,  is  celebrated  as  an  unfortunate 
wertm,  and  his  name  is  made  familiar  to  our  chil- 
dren (almostjas  an  innocent  man,  by  lugubrious 
tales  and  odes,  one  of  which  newly-made  is  just 
now  taking  its  round  through  the  newspapers; 
whilst  that  of  a better  man  than  ever  he  was, — 
young,  amiable  and  beloved,  high  spirited  and  de- 
voted to  his  country,  who  sulfered  under  the  same 
rigid  law  that  condemned  Andre  to  the  scaffold, 
though  his  object  was  intelligence  instead  of  cor- 
ruptioiiy  and  who  was  treated  with  as  much  harsh- 
ness as  there  was  of  lenity  shewn  to  the  Briton, 
is  not  recollected  by  one  in  ten  thousand.  But 
it  was  this  man’s  misfortune  that  he  was  an  Ameri- 
can!— I allude  to  the  noble  capt.  Male,  whose  case 
has  been  noticed  several  times  in  this  work:  [see 
vol,  II,  pages  129  and  159;  and  vol.  XI,  199.]  And 
such  is  the  extent  of  this  lop-sided  sympathy,  that 
1 shall  not  be  surprized  to  hear  Arbuthnot  held 
forth  as  a “pattern  of  piety”  and  “patriotism,’* 
when  Hart,  of  Kentucky,  murdered  at  the  river 
Raisin,  is  generally  forgotten.  Capt.  Hart’s  mourn- 
ing widow  breathed  her  last  a few  days  since  at 
Philadelphia.  Prosti’ated  by  the  savage  assassina- 
tion of  her  gallant  husband,  this  “lovely  woman,” 
as  she  is  described  to  have  been,  gradually  sunk 
to  the  grave,  another  victim  of  ruthless  war.  In 
Dec.  last,  by  the  advice  of  her  friends,  she  sought 
an  effect  of  climate  at  New-Orleans,  and  in  June 
last  arrived  at  New- York,  pursuing  health.  The 
hope  of  regaining  it  was  abandoned — she  was  re- 
turning to  Kentucky  to  die  among  her  children 
and  friends,  when  death  arrested  her  journey. 
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ing  the  attempt  of  the  famous  Escalade  in  1602, 
hung  up  the  Savoyards  whom  they  had  made  pri- 
soners, as  robbers  who  had  attacked  them  without 
cause  or  declaration  of  war.  Nobody  offered  to 
censure  the  proceeding,  which  would  have  been 
detested  in  a formal  war.”  The  same  stern  but 
salutary  principles  will  justify  the  death  of  the 
wretched  chief  who  was  taken  and  hanged,  it  is 
believed,  on  board  the  vessel  in  which  Ambristie 
had  freighted  his  supplies  for  them. 

The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  the  essay— 

“In  1791  a well  appointed  army  was  routed  by 
Indians,  and  well  nigh  exterminated  on  the  ground 
where  now  stands  the  capital  of  a state,  containing 
five  hundred  thousand  souls.  In  1794,  the  incon- 
siderable victory  of  the  ^Oth  of  August  was  hailed 
with  raptures;  and  the  defeat  of  1792  vvas  imputed 
to  the  absolute  inability  of  government,  with  Wash, 
ington  at  its  head,  to  equip  a sufficient  force  for  the 
expedition.  In  1813,  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  southern  department  overran  the  Indian 
territories,  marking  the  stages  of  his  march  by  vic- 
tory after  victory.  In  181.5,  this  skilful  and  excel- 
lent officer,  with  means  prepared  and  forwarded 
from  the  ruins  of  Washington,  at  the  distance  of 
1500  miles,  repelled  a most  formidable  invasion 
from  the  southern  mart  of  the  empire.  In  1818, 
the  same  commander  has  traversed  the  hitherto 
inaccessible  fastnesses  of  Florida,  chasing  the 
frightful  foe  before  him,  with  a celerity  and  under 
circumstances  of  greater  difficulty  than  have  im- 
mortalized a celebrated  general  ot  antiquity,  whose 
inodes  y did  not  prevent  his  inscribing  on  bis  tab- 
lets, with  not  more  truth  or  merit  than  gen.  Jack- 
son  may  say,  veni,  vide,  vici. 

0^ Another  and  a very  opposite  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, is  taken  by  a writer  in  the  Richmond  Enqui- 
rer. Speaking  of  the  capture  of  Pensacola  he 

says— 

“This  is  a direct  attack  on  Spain.  It  is  an  act  of 
plain  and  palpable  WAK.  It  must  and  will  be 
viewed  by  Spain  and  the  other  powers  of  Europe, 
as  a proof  that  this  republic  is  governed  by  a grasp- 
ing and  dominant  spirit  of  ambition,  which  in  its 
anxiety  to  enlarge  our  territory,  overlooks  and 
despises  the  claims,  arid  the  possessions  of  other 
nations.  It  will  be  viewed  as  an  act  of  PERFIDY. 
It  was  only  a few  months  since,  that  our  secretary 
of  state  declared  to  the  minister  of  Spain,  that  we 
were  attached  to  peace,  and  that  having  for  tliir- 
teen  years  borne  with  patience  the  insults  and 
wrongs  heaped  on  us  by  Spain,  wp  would  still  bear 
the  vexatious  delays  of  that  nation,  until  a sense  of 
justice  should  return  to  her,  rather  than  resort  to 
war.  The  declaration  was  hardly  proclaimed  to 
the  world,  before  our  military  commander  makes 
war,  by  seizing  on  one  of  her  provinces,  and  usurp- 
ing its  government.  Does  not  this  conduct  look 
like  Italian  duplicity?  Can  high  minded  Ameri 
cans  reconcile  it  to  themselves?  Heretofore  in 
pur  contests  with  other  nations,  it  has  been  our 
boast  that  we  had  justice,  and  “tlirice  is  he  armed, 
who  hath  his  quarrel  just.”  But  we  cannot  now 
make  this  boast.  Our  major  general  has  placed 
us  entirely  in  the  wrong.” 

He  then  speaks  of  the  right  of  declaring  war  be- 
ing in  congress  alone  —does  not  believe  that  the 
president  has  authorised  the  conduct  of  the  gene- 
ral, saying — 

“I  must  then  believe,  until  the  contrary  be 
shewn,  that  general  Jackson  has  acted  without  or- 
ders. If  so,  in  what  situation  are  we  placed?  The 
peace  and  welfare  of  this  country  subject  to  the 
control  0^  and  jeopardized  by,  a self-willed  iqiii- 


tary  commander!!  The  services,  great  as  they 
were,  of  the  hero  of  Orleans,  are  but  a poor  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  our  liberty  ! I” 

And  concludes  as  follows — 

“What,  under  present  circumstances,  must  be 
done,  to  wipe  out  this  stain  upon  our  national  cha- 
racter? I see  no  other  alternative  than  restitu- 
tion and  reparation.  The  re-delivery  of  the  pro- 
vince to  Spain,  (unless  by  a prompt  negociation 
we  can  fairly  retain  it,)  and  the  arrest  and  cashier- 
ing  the  officer  who  has  done  the  wrong.” 

The  editor  of  the  Enquirer  gives  us  to  under- 
stand that  his  correspondent,  whose  name  he  is  at 
liberty  to  mention,  is  worthy  of  “being  heard;”  and 
agrees  with  him  that  “Pensacola  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately restored  to  the  Spanish  authorities.” 

0;;j“The  Washington  City  Gazette  of  last  Satur- 
day says— 

“An  impression  has  gone  abroad,  since  the  pre- 
sident’s return  on  Tuesday  last,  and  the  subse- 
quent deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  gen.  Jack- 
sou’s  despatches,  that  Pensacola  will  continue  for 
the  present,  to  be  held  in  the  occupation  of  the 
United  States’  troops;  that  the  geperal’s  move- 
ments in  Florida  were  considered  as  justifiable  by 
the  existing  treaties  as  well  as  the  critical  circum- 
stances which  led  him  to  attempt  the  extirpation 
of  an  inveterate  enemy  from  our  borders;  and  that 
affairs  in  this  quarter  will  probably  remain  in  static 
quo  till  the  subject  is  laid  before  congress,  if  far- 
ther provocation,  in  the  mean  time,  does  not  de- 
mand  more  energetic  measures  to  secure  frontier 
tranquillity,” 

In  the  absence  of  information,  it  is  perhaps  most 
prudent  at  least  to  refrain  from  a warm  discussion 
of  this  subject,  until  due  lime  is  allowed  to  obtain 
such  facts  respecting  it  as  will  enable  the  people 
correctly  to  “view  the  nnhole  ground.”  We  do 
know  that  Pensacola  has  been  taken  possession  of 
vi  et  armis;  but  do  riot  know,  fully  or  officially,  the 
causes  upon  which  the  procedure  rests. 


Remains  of  Gren.  Montgomery. 

llEAD-QuAftTERs,  Albany^  29lh  June,  1818. 

The  commander  in  cliief  having  received  intel- 
ligence from  col.  L.  Livingston,  that  the  remains  of 
general  Ricuaiid  Montgomtorv  have  been, agreeably 
to  instructions  given  to  him,  conveyed  from  the 
city  of  Quebec  to  the  tuHage  of  White  Hall  in  this 
state;  and  being  desirous  of  manifesting  all  proper 
respect  for  the  memory  of  so  distinguished  a hero, 
who  fell  gloriously  fighting  for  the  liberties  of 
America,  has  tliought  proper  to  direct  the  follow- 
ing arrangement  on  the  solemn  occasion: 

The  remains  of  general  Montgomery  will  be  con- 
veyed to  the  city  of  New-York,  and  deposited  near 
the  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  St.  Paul’s 
church;  and  in  order  that  this  may  be  done  in  the 
most.respectful  and  honorable  manner,  the  adju- 
tant general  is  specially  charged  with  its  execution 
and  will  proceed  immediately  to  White  Hall  for 
that  purpose. 

Brigadier  general  Westerlo  will  give  orders  for 
suitable  escorts  of  cavalry  to  attend  the  remains 
The  cavalry  of  Washington,  Rensselaer  and  Albanj 
counties  will  perform  this  service  in  their  respec- 
tive counties. 

The  remains  will  be  received  by  the  militia  of 
the  city  of  Albany  with  military  honors,  at  the  north 
line  of  the  city,  on  the  4th  of  July,  escorted  to  the 
capitol,  and  deposited  in  the  council  chamber  un- 
der a guard:  minute  guns  will  be  fired  on  the  en 
trance  of  the  procession. 
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Col.  Gansevoort  and  col.  Henry  Livingston,  aids 
to  t,he  commander  in  chief,  will,  in  conjunction 
with  col.  L.  Livingston,  proceed  on  the  6th  of  July 
from  the  city  tff  Albany  with  the  remains  to  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  cause  them  to  conveyed 
to  the  governor’s  room  in  the  city  hall;  and  on  Wed- 
nesday the  8th  of  July,  the  funeral  solemnities  will 
take  place  under  the  direction  of  the  society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  who  will  select  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army  to  bear  the  pall. 

Major  general  Morton  will  direct  the  military 
arrangements  in  the  city  of  New-  York. 

The  commissary  general  and  the  commissary  of 
the  division  of  artillery,  will  see  to  the  necessary 
issues  of  ammunition 

The  municipal  authorities  of  the  cities  of  New 
York,  Albany  and  Troy,  are  respectfully  invited  to 
co-operate;  and  the  commander  in  chief  takes 
pleasure  in  the  persuasion,  that  all  his  fellow  citi- 
zens will  unite  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness  in 
these  solemn  demonstrations  of  respect.  In  render- 
ing due  honor  to  illustrious  heroes  and  statesmen, 
we  not  only  reward  distinguished  merit,  but  excite 
to  new  achievements  of  p itriotism  and  glory;  and 
an  enlightened  and  public  spirited  people,’  under 
the  guidance  of  justice  and*  policy,  will  never  with- 
hold their  cordiul  co-operation- 

By  order  of  the  comniander  in  chief, 

SOL,  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Adjutant  gen. 

The  societies  of  the  city  of  New-York,  disposed 
to  join  the  solemnities  contemplated  by  the  above 
order,  are  requested  to  send  deputations  to  meet  at 
the  city  hall  on  Monday  evening,  at  7 o’clock,  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  thoo.ght  expe- 
dient. CADWALLADER  I).  GOLDEN. 

CiTT  or  Albany, 

In  common  council,  July  1st,  1818. 

Whereas  his  excellency,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  militia,  has  by  his  general  order,  announced 
that  the  remains  of  major  general  Montgomery 
have  been  conveyed  from  the  city  of  Quebec  to 
White  Hall,  and  will  be  removed  thence  to  this 
city  on  the  4th  of  Julv  inst;  and  whereas  the  muni- 
cipal  authorities  of  this  city  have  been  invited  by 
the  same  general  order  to  meet  on  that  day  fpr  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  ceremony  of  conveying  the 
remains  of  the  illustrious  deceased  from  the  north 
bounds  of  the  city  to  the  capitol,  therefore, 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  board, 
together  with  the  executive  officers  of  this  city, 
will  meet  at  the  common  council  chamber  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  July  inst.  at  8 o’clock,  and 
will  proceed  thence  in  procession  to  the  north 
bounds  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
escort  of  the  remains  of  m-nor  general  Richard 
Montgomery,  and  will  return  thence  to  the  capitol. 

2d.  Resolved.  That  t!ie  military  companies  on 
duty  the  4lh  of  July,  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
vited to  attend  the  procession  of  the  common  coun-- 
cil  to  the  north  bounds  of  tlic  ci‘y. 

3d.  Resolved,  Tliat,  in  the  opini;)n  of  this  board, 
every  appropriate  mark  of  re.spect  ought  to  be 
paid  by  its  members  to  the  memory  of  the  illustri- 
ous man  whose  remains  are  now  first  to  be  interred 
in  that  country,  in  whose  sacred  cause  he  sacrift 
ced  his  life,  in  the  begining  of  tlie  revolutionary 
war;  therefore  it  is  recommended  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  common  council,  and  it  s attendant  offi- 
cers, wear  a black  crape  on  the  left  arm  on  the 
said  fourth  of  July,  and  continue  to  wear  the  same 
for  one  month.  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GEORGE  MERCHANT,  CVk. 


HONORS  TO  MONTGOMERY’S  REMAINS. 

AiBANT,  JULY  7. 

The  hallowed  remains  of  our  beloved  MONTGO- 
MERY are  removed  from  a foreign  land,  where,  for 
vieAV  forty  three  years,  they  have  reposed,  **unknov}- 
ing  and  unknown  **  From  all  the  busy  world  who 
have  listened  to  a relation  of  his  patriotism,  his  de- 
votion and  his  valor;  from  the  host  of  thousands, 
who  saw  with  amazement  the  might  of  his  Hercu- 
lean arm,  when  raised  in  the  cause  ©fLiBEHTY,  one, 
one  only,  could  point  to  the  sod,  under  whose  favor- 
ed pali  our  hero  slept.  That  country  to  which  his 
manly  and  generous  soul  was  so  exclusively  devo- 
ted, has  received  his  decaying  fragments  of  mor- 
tality to  its  bosom.  In  consigning  these  sacred 
m,.nes  to  the  protection  of  our  common  mother,  a 
grateful  people  will  cherish  in  their  hearts  a sweet 
remembrance  of  his  virtues  with  an  embittered  re- 
gret at  his  untimely  fate. 

We  have  now,  in  relation  to  one  of  the  fathers  of 
our  country, redeemed  our  character  from  the  impu- 
tation of  INGRATITUDE.  All  this  was  duc  to  the  be- 
reaved, disconsolate,  and  venerable  companion  of 
our  fallen  chieftain’s  bosom,  and  infinitely  more 
was  due  to  the  memory  and  remains  of  the  devoted 
martyr  on  the  sacred  and  imperishable  altar  of 

rEEEDOM. 

Tae  age-stricken  widow  of  our  hero  yet  lives  to 
see  the  loved  remains  of  her’s  and  her  country’s 
Montgomery,  removed  from  the  plains  of  crimson- 
ed  Abraham,  and  deposited  in  the  bowels  of  a 
country,  at  the  shrine  of  whose  welfare  he  proffer- 
ed all  the  warmth  of  his  soul,  all  the  energies  of  his 
mind,  and  all  the  mightiness  of  his  strength. 

The  removal  of  the  remains  was  left,  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  to  the  family  of  the  deceas- 
ed, and  col  L.  Livingston,  (a  nephew  of  gen.' Mont- 
gomery) proceeded  to  Quebec  for  the  purpose.-— 
They  were  indentified  by  the  faithful  hand  of  an  ho- 
nest and  ingenious  oWso/</f’er, who  attended  the  fune- 
ral, and  whose  retentive  memory,  almost  half  a cen- 
tury after  that  mournful  era,  is  yet  spared  to  direct 
the  hand  of  affection  to  that  hallowed  turf.  Moxf* 
GOMERY  was  the  personal  and  intimate  friend  of  the 
lieutenant  general  of  the  Canadas — was  recognized 
by  him  after  the  battle,  and  favored  with  a coffin 
and  a decent  interment.  He  was  buried  within  the 
walls  of  the  city.  His  aicl-de-camps,  McPherson 
and  Chessmaii,  were  both  thrown  into  a hole  with 
their  clothes. 

The  coffin  which  contained  the  remains  had  not 
fallen  to  pieces.  It  appears  to  have  beer,  of  a rough 
structure,  with  a silver  plate  on  its  lid — there  is 
no  inscription  visible  on  the  plate.  The  anatomy 
is  in  a perfect  slate  of  preservation.  The  skeleton 
of  the  head,  with  the  exception  of  the  under  jaw, 
which  was  shot  away,  is  perfect.  Three  teeth  of 
the  under  jaw  are  together. 

General  Solomon  Van  Uensselear  was  charged  by 
the  governor  with  the  direction  of  the  escort  from 
While  Hall  to  this  city,  and  rendered  tlie  solemni- 
ties interesting  and  impressive.  'I'he  remains  were 
taken  up  v/lUi  great  care  by  col.  Livingston,  and 
secured  by  binding  a farpaulm  close  round  the  old 
coffin,  and  enclosing  them  in  an  iron  bound  chest- 
At  Troy  tl»cy  took  them  from  the  box  and  tar  cloth, 
and  enclosed  them,  together  with  the  original  cof- 
fin, in  a most  splendid  mahogany  coffin,  made  by 
Mr.  John  jMeade,  with  the  following  inscription  elcr 
gantly  engraved  upon  a silver  plate,  by  Messrs. 
Shepherd  and  Boyd,  of  this  city,  placed  on  its.  lid. 

THE  S LATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

In  honor  of 

GENERAL  RICHARD  MONTGOMERY, 
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Who  fell  gloriously  fighting  for  the  i 

IsDEPKKDENCE  and  LiBERfT  of  the  Uhite® 
States,  before  the  walls  of  Quebec, 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1775,^ 

Caused  these  remains  of  this  distinguished 
Kero  to  be  conveyed  from  Quebec,  and 
deposited  on  the  eighth  day  of  Joly,  1818,  in 
St.  Paul’s  church,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
near  the  monument  erected  to  his 
memory  by  the  U.  States. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  politely  waited  at  the 
capitol  a number  of  hours  on  Sunday,  and  our  citi- 
zens enjoyed  the  mournful  consolation  of  bowing 
over  the  mouldering  dust  pf  fallen  greatness. 

The  HEMAiws  were  received  by  the  military  and 
civil  authorities,  at  the  seat  of  general  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  were  escorted  to  the  capitol, 
where  they  were  deposited  until  Monday  morning. 
Capt.  Lansing’s  company  of  artillery  was  detached 
as  a guard.  The  procession  moved  more  than 
mile  in  slow  and  solemn  step  The  death  toned 
muffled  drum,  the  plaintive  fife,  and  the  shrill  bu- 
gle, warbled  sounds  of  sorrow  to  every  heart. 

The  military  and  municipal  authorities  were 
again  i u procession  at  8 o’clock,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  about  10  o’clock,  took  the  remains  from 
the  capitol  and  moved  through  State  and  south 
Market  streets,  to  the  steam  boat  Richmond,  in  the 
following  manner: 

Marshal — Mi.jor  T en  Eyck. 

Military  association. 

Major  Worth’s  corps,  U.  S. 

Major  Birdsall’s  corps,  U.  S. 

Capt.  Lansing’s  Artillery. 

Capt.  Judson’s  Infantry. 

Ci  y Guards. 

The  Reverend  Clergy. 

The  following  silver  beaded  veterans  were  pall 
bearers — they  were  all  officers  of  the  revolution, 
and  the  three  whose  names  are  in  Italic  were  with 
Mojvtgomeht,  when  he  fell: — Joh.  Lan.sing,  jun. 
Stephen  Lash,  .John  H.  Wendell,  John  Gaies^  John 
Vissclter^  Ma'tdew  Trotter,  Wilhemus  Byckman, 
•A'^icholas  Van  liensselaer. 

M 

REM.UNS.  ^ 

to  S 

§ no^sE.  I 

RELATIVES. 

.GOVERNOR  and  SU'TE. 

LIEtrrjiNANT  GOVERXOH 

Officers  of  state. 

Sheriff. 

Common  council. 

Municipal  Authorises. 

Incorporated  Societies. 

Ci'nzens. 

The  solemnities  throughout  were  dignified  and 
imp.’'essive.  The  different  military  corps  made  a 
martial  appearance.  The  governor  and  adjutant 
general  were  indefatigable  in  honoring  the  memo- 
ry of  the  lamented  hero.  [ Register. 

[At  Whitehall,  East  Granville,  Salem,  Lansing- 
burg,  Troy,  and  oilier  places  on  the  route  from 
Quebec  to  Albany,  the  remains  were  received  with 
the  highest  honors  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
bestow.  Minutes  guws  were  fired,  solemn  music 
performed,  and  “lengthened  lines”  in  military  and 
civil  processio.is  manifested  grateful  recollections 
of  the  hero  who  died  in  the  cause  of  independence. 
At  the  division  line  between  Washington  and 
Rensselaer  counties,  in  addition  to  two  troops  of 
dragoons,  about  twenty  old  veterans,  from  75  to 


90  years  old,  were  assembled  to  honor  the  relicts, 
but  prevented  by  an  incessant  fall  of  rain.  At  La*- 
singburg  other  revolutionary  worthies  turned  out 
to  pay  a last  tribute  to  their  deceased  companion 
in  arms.  As  the  steam-boat  conveying  them  passed 
down  the  river,  from  Albany  to  New-York,  the  ci- 
tizens of  several  towns  assembled  on  the  shore, 
and  detachments  of  artillerists  fired  minute  guns 
— at  West  Boint  such  guns  were  fired  from  old  fort 
Clinton,  whilst  the  fine  band  was  playing  solemn 
dirges.] 

NEW  YORK  ST  VFE  ARTILLERY. 

Division  orders — ATeii>-  York^  July  6, 1818. 

In  making  the  military  arrangements  for  the  in- 
terment of  the  remains  of  general  Montgomery,  in 
pursuance  of  general  orders  of  the  28th  ultimo,  the 
mcijor  general  is  persuaded  he  will  meet  with  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. They  will,  with  him,  feel  the  important  in- 
fluence which  this  act  of  government,  in  decreeing 
honor  to  the  illustrious  d^ad,  will  have  upon  the 
character  of  our  nation,  and  upon  the  spirit  of  its 
sons.  Though  years  have  rolled  around  since  the 
gallant  Montgomery  sacrificed  his  life  at  his  coun- 
try’s call,  and  though  time  may  have  mouldered 
his  earthly  frame,  yet  it  will  be  seen  that  his  me- 
mory still  lives  in  the  breasts  of  his  grateful  coim- 
trymen,  and  that  they  cherish  his  fame  with  an  affec- 
tion that  time  cannot  eflace.  While  such  national 
gratitude  will  meet  the  applause  of  the  world,  how 
must  sucli  a country  be  endeared  to  its  sons,  and 
how  zealous  will  they  be,  by  devotedness  to  her 
Cause,  to  merit  her  regard. 

The  remains  will  be  landed  on  Tuesday  (to-mor- 
ro'w)  at  fort  G.  isc-voort,  at  eight  o’clock,  and  will 
be  there  received  and  conducted  to  the  City  Hall, 
by  an  escort  of  cavalry.  At  the  hall  they  will  be 
received  by  a detachment  doing  duty  as  infantry, 
who  will  there  mount  a guard,  until  the  removal 
of  the  remains  for  interment.  For  these  services, 
brigadier  general  Stevens  will  make  the  requisite 
details  from  his  brigade.  Tiie  veteran  corps  of  ar- 
tillery is  detailed  to  fire  the  signal  guns  at  the  ar- 
seu.vl,  and  minute  guns  from  fort  Richmond,  at  Sta- 
ten island;  for  which  duties  specific  orders  will  be 
given  10  the  commandant  of  that  corps.  The  whole 
ot  the  division  within  the  city  will  appear  under 
arms  on  Wednesday,  (the  8th)  and  will  form  the 
line  Lu  Hudson  street  at  8 o’clock;  the  cavalry  dis- 
mounted, and  the  artillery*  without  their  field 
pieces,  except  such  of  each  of  those  corps  as  shall 
be  otherwise  specially  ordered.  Further  details, 
r^.specring  the  duties  to  be  performed,  will  becom- 
rnuaicated  to  the  commandants  of  corps. 

By  order  of  major  general  Mobtoit. 

CHARLES  MARCH,  A.  D.  C. 

New  York,  jtjlt  8. 

The  remains  of  gen  MoifTooMtuv  reached  this 
city  yesterday  morning  in  the  steam  boat  from  Al- 
bany, from  whence  they  were  attended  by  several 
revolutionary  officer.^  and  a guard  of  United  States 
troops.  On  the  route,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns, 
bordering  on  the  Hudson,  testified  the  utmost  re- 
spect for  the  remains,  by  firing  minute  guns  and 
tolling  the  bells  as  the  steam  boat  passed.  I’he  re- 
mains were  landed  at  fort  Gansevoort,  where  they 
were  met  by  a detachment  fro.Ti  the  regiment  of 
governor’s  guards,  and  conveyed  to  the  city  hall. 

The  ceremonies  of  interring  these  respected  re- 
mains,beneath  the  monument  in  front  of  St.  Paul’s 
church,  are  t o take  place  this  day.  On  no  occasio.i, 
.since  thefimeralof  Washington,  have  the  arrang;:- 
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merits  promised  a greater  shew  of  respect  than 
will  be  exhibited  in  paying  the  last  honors  to  Mont- 
gomery. 

FUNERAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Order  of  procession  for  rendering  funeral  honors 
to  the  remains  of  the  late  major  general  Montgomery ^ 
as  agreed  on  by  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

1.  Colonel  Platt  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day, 
and  all  orders  coming  from  him  will  be  respected 
and  obeyed. 

2.  No  carts,  carriages^  or  persons  on  horseback, 
(except  such  as  are  connected  with  the  proces- 
sion) to  appear  in  the  streets,  through  which  the 
procession  is  to  move,  from  9 o’clock  in  the  fore- 
noon,  until  the  procession  shall  be  ended. 

3.  The  general  order  for  the  procession  is  four 
deep. 

4.  The  line  of  the  procession  will  be  drawn  up 
in  Broadway,  its  right  on  the  battery,  aild  its  left  on 
Chamber  street,  and  will  proceed  by  the  left 
through  Chamber  street  to  Chatham  street,  through 
Chatham  street  to  Pearl  street,  through  Pearl 
street  to  Wall  street,  through  Wall  street  to  Broad 
street,  through  Broad  street  to  Beaver  street, 
through  Beaver  street  to  the  Bowling  Green,  round 
the  south  side  of  Bowling  Green  up  Broadway 
to  St.  PauPs  church. 

5.  It  is  recommended  to  the  citizens,  as  well  those 
in  the  procession,  as  others,  to  be  silent  during  the 
solemnities  of  the  day. 

6 On  the  arrival  of  the  front  of  the  procession  at 
St  Paul’s  church,  the  whole  wiJl  halt  upon  a signal 
to  be  given  for  that  purpose,  and  open  to  right  and 
left  to  admit  the  bier  and  societies,  according  to 
the  orders  of  the  officer  of  the  day. 

7.  During  the  moving  of  the  precession  minute 
guns  will  be  fired  from  the  Washington  74,  Navy 
Yard,  battery  and  forts  in  the  harbor,  and  the 
bells  of  the  different  churches  will  be  tolled. 

8.  The  flags  of  the  shipping  in  the  harbor  and 
of  the  forts  and  other  places  will  be  hoisted  half 
mast  during  the  day. 

9.  Signals  will  be  fired  at  the  arsenal  from 
18  pounders,  by  order  of  the  officer  of  the  day, 
viz. 

1st.  Three  guns  in  quick  succession  at  sun  rise 
will  announce  that  the  procession  will  take  place 
on  that  day. 

2d.  One  gun  at  7 o’clock,  for  the  different  incor 
porations,  societies  &c.  to  form  at  their  respective 
places  of  rendezvous. 

3.  One  gun  at  9 o’clock  for  forming  the  line. 

4lh  Two  guns  in  quick  succession  for  the  pro- 
cession to  move,  when  the  minute  guns  will  com- 
mence firing  and  tbe  bells  tolling. 

5th.  One  gun  for  the  procession  to  halt  and  open 
to  the  right  and  left,  as  will  be  directed  by  the 
officer  of  the  day. 

6th.  Two  guns  in  rapid  succession  for  the  minute 
guns  and  bells  to  cease. 

Order  of  the  procession  as  settled  by  the  marshal  of 
the  day. 

1.  Officer  and  eight  dragoons. 

2.  Military  by  the  left,  with  arms  and  colours  re- 
versed, drums,  &c.  muffled. 

3.  Four  pieces  of  artillery. 

4.  Militia  officers,  (not  on  duty)  in  uniform. 

5.  Officers  of  the  U.  S Army.  do. 

6.  Officers  of  the  Navy. 

7.  Tammany  Society. 

8.  Hibernian  Providence  Society. 

Mechanic’s  Society. 

10.  Washington  Benevolent  Society. 


11.  Shamrock  Society. 

12.  New  York  Typographical  Society. 

13.  United  Benevolent  Society  of  Taylnrs. 

14.  Journeymen  House  Carpenter’s  Benevolent 
Society. 

15.  Union  Society  of  Shipwrights  and  Cfaulkers. 

16.  Tho  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  the  lodges  under  its  jurisdiction. 

17.  Citizens. 

18.  Regents  of  the  University. 

19.  President,  Professors  and  Students  of  the 
College. 

20.  Do.  do.  do.  Physicians  and  Surgebns. 

21  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar. 

22.  Civil  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  city. 

23.  Do.  do.  do.  do.  state. 

24.  Do.  do.  do.  do.  U.  States. 

25.  Members  of  the  last  and  present  legislature, 

26.  Members  of  congress. 

27.  Vice  President  of  the  U.  States. 

28.  Consuls  of  foreign  nations,  and  foreigners  of 
distinction,  with  their  respective  consuls. 

29.  Committee  of  Arrangement. 

30.  Officers  of  the  day  and  aids. 

31.  Clergy. 

32. 

Pall  Bearers.  ^ Fall  Bearers. 

o 

u 

A detachrtient  of  major  Worth’s  company  U,  S. 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Belknap,  as  a 
guard  of  honor,  will  flank  the  bier. 

33.  Horse  caparisoned  with  black,  led  by  two 
servants. 

34.  Cols.  Gansevoort  and  Livingston. 

35  Relations. 

36.  Cincinnati  Society. 

37.  Officers  of  the  revelutlonary  and  late  war. 

38.  Corporation  of  the  city. 

39.  An  officer  and  eight  dragoons. 

The  following  are  officers  of  the  day: 

Col  Platt. 

Col.  W.  T.  Hunter,  [ 

Col.  C.  Graham,  [ .mq 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  King, 

Major  A Chrystie,  j 
Maj.  C.D.Colden,  J 

[The  ceremonies  took  place  according  to  the 
preceding  arrangement.  The  pall  bearers  were 
col  Varick,  (president  of  the  Cincinnati,)  col.Trum- 
bull,  col  North,  gen.  M.  Clarkson,  col.  M.  Willett, 
Col.  Fish,  Capt,  Tiebout,  and  gen.  Giles.  From 
4 to  5000  persons  were  in  the  procession.  At  the 
church  bishop  Hobart  read  the  funeral  service,  and 
the  rev.  D.  Mason  delivered  an  impressive  oration. 
The  music  by  the  Handel  and  Haydn  societies,  was 
arranged  as  follows  and  very  excellent. 

Organ— S.  P.  Taylor  as  the  procession  entered 
the  church. 

Dead  march  in  Saul — As  soon  as  the  procession 
was  seated. 

Solo — Miss  Conrad— Air — I know  that  my  re- 
deemer liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter 
day  upon  the  earth;  and  though  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I see  God — For  now  is 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first 
fruits  of  them  that  slept. 

During  the  service — I heard  a v'iqc  from  Heaven 
saying,  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord;  Even  so  saith  the  spirit,  for  they  rest  from 
their  labors. 

Aft  er  the  lesson— • Anthem  from  Psalm  xvi.  verses 
9,  10,  Hand  12. 
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Chorus — I have  set  God  always  before  me,  for  he 
is  at  my  right  hand,  therefore  I shall  not  fall. 

Trio— Wherefore  my  heart  was  glad,  and  my 
glory  rejoicing,  my  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope,  for 
thou  didst  not  leave  his  soul  in  hell,  neither  didst 
thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see  corrvipticJn. 

Duet  and  chorus — Tiiou  shalt  shew  me  the  path 
of  life,  in  thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy,  and  at  thy 
rlglit  hand  there  is  pleasure  for  evermore. 

Jfter  the  Benediction. 

Chorus — Since  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came 
also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive. 
The  remains  were  then  committed  to  the  ground, 
and  three  vollies  of  musquetry  fired  in  the  church 
yard  by  detachments  of  the  artillery  acting  as  in- 
fantry, and  from  the  governor’s  guards. 

The  folloiving  was  the  order  of  the  Tammany  society 
in  the  procession}: 

1st.  Cap  of  liberty  covered  with  black  crape, 

2d.  Grand  standard  of  the  society  (being  the  arms 
of  th.e  United  States)— on  the  front  side  a large 
marble  (lycramalory)  urn,  supposed  to  contain  the 
tears  of  the  nation,  inscribed.  Our  country  mourns 
ajavorite  son — the  grand  standard  and  eagle  enve- 
loped in  crape. 

3d.  Grand  Sachem,  and  supporters. 

4lh.  Father  of  the  council,  cai’rying  the  calumet, 
and  supporters. 

5th.  The  thirteen  original  tribes,  geographically 
arranged,  with  the  sachem  and  banners  at  the  head 
of  each;  the  banners  and  other  emblems  all  en- 
shrowded  in  black,  relieved  with  red. 

Tlie  members  wore,  on  the  left  arm,  a scarlet 
band,  edged  with  black,  signifying  that  the  deceas 
ed  fell  in  battle.  On  the  front  of  each  banner  was 
a black  marble  urn,  supposed  to  contain  the  ashes 
of  departed  heroes  and  statesnien  from  each  state 
— to  wit: — Washington,  Warren,  Montgomery,  &c. 
The  banner  of  the  New  York  or  Eagle  tribe,  to 
which  our  martyr  belonged,  and  the  urn  on  which 
his  name  was  inscribed,  containing  his  ashes,  was 
conspicuously  carried  in  reversed  order,  by  a revo- 
lutionary brother.  The  national  feeling,  so  elo- 
quently and  emphatically  expressed  in  the  impres- 
sive motto  on  the  lycramatory  urn,  does  honor  to 
the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  members  of  the  Colum- 
bian order.  A Patriot  of  ’76. 


Foreign  Article&i 

r.JSOI.AND. 

Among  the  persons  confined  and  under  sentence 
of  death  at  Newgate,  are  four  children, — the  young- 
est nnne  and  the  oldest  twelve  years  of  age! 

Pitds  birth  day  has  been  cei-'braied  by  the  pen- 
sioners .and  placemen  and  profiters  by  the  paper 
system  in  England.  The  world  is  certainly  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  the  establishment  of  a course  of  mea- 
.sures  by  which  a war  against  liberty  and  the  pro- 
duct of  labor  has  been  prosecuted  with  considera- 
ble success  in  England.  If  banking  progresses 
much  furtlier  in  the  United  States,  the  rag  barons 
here  will  certainly  observe  the  anniversary  of  Pitt’s 
nativity— or  at  least, *  *‘ought  so  to  doV 

Among  the  toasts  drank  at  a meeting  were — 
“The  immortal  memory  of  William  Pitt’’ — 3 
times  3,  and  shouts  of  applause, 

The  glee  of  “the  king  and  the  church,'^’  was  then 
sung  witli  thunders  of  applause,  which  interrupted 
its  performance,  and  were  often  repealed  at  its 
close. 

“The  Protestant  ascendency”  was  then  drank 


with  three  times  three,  and  followed  by  a glee 
written  by  Mr.  Taylor,  which  was  honored  with 
universal  applause. 

The  chief  personages  at  this  meeting  were — lord 
Lascelles,  the  lord  Chancellor,  lords  Ilarrowby, 
Liverpool,  Bathurst,  Westmoreland,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  a parcel  of  folks  receiving 
in  the  whole  150  to  200,000/.  per  annum  of  the 
people’s  mpney—these  people  may  well  shout  ho- 
sannahs to  William  Pitt. 

The  London  **Sun”  considers  this  dinner — “as  a 
rallying  point  for  all  loyal  and  well  disposed  peo- 
ple in  times  of  commotion  and  danger!^^  But  it 
leaks  cut  the  fact  that  tlie  meeting  was  “not  so  very 
numerous  as  on  former  occasions” — ^^still  “it  evinc- 
ed the  same  cordial  zeal  in  commemoration  of  the 
great  departed  statesman,  and  in  a strenuous  at- 
tachment to  the  political  and  religiocts  establish- 
ment which  places  this  country,  in  freedom  and 
independence,  above  every  other  on  earth.”  Bravo! 
The  following  is  from  a late  Btitish  paper— 

The  prosperous  Pitt  system — The  expenditure  of 
the  country,  last  year,  was  68  millions;  the  income 
50  millions,  being  a deficiency  of  18  millions,  which 
was  supplied  by  exchequer  bills.  But  these  bills, 
like  the  drafts  and  obligations  of  private  trades- 
men^ as  they  cannot  be  paid  by  the  current  income, 
must  be  flinded;  upon  wliich  occasion  their  inte- 
rest must  be  paid,  and  added  to  the  natioaal  debt. 
It  is  manifest,  that  this  course  of  exceeding  our 
income  by  a fourth,  must  render  things  annually 
worse;  and  must,  gradually,  so  aggravate  the  debt, 
as  to  surpass  all  the  possible  means  of  tlie  country. 

The  editor  of  the  London  Sun,  commenting  on 
the  late  American  navigation  act,  says,  “it  is  in 
violation  of  existing  treaties  between  the  two 
countries, [/u/.se]  and  is  pregnant  with  war;”[rAi.sE, 
unless  Great  Britain,  as  heretopore,  shall  consider 
it  hostile  in  us  to  do  that  to  her  ivhat  she  does  unto  ?/s.] 
British  stocks,  May  28,  3 per  cent.  red.  77  3 4, 
7 8;  3 per  cent  consols,  78^  7-8. 

The  health  of  the  queen  was  better. 

It  was  expected  that  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments by  the  bank  of  England,  w'oiild  be  deferred 
till  the  5lh  July,  1819,  [and  again  be  deferred.] 

On  the  27i^h  of  May,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, stated  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  the 
general  state  of  the  country  was  most  promising, 
and  that  the  revenue  was  improving  at  the  rate  of 

100,000?.  per  week. 

Mr.  Rush,  our  minister  at  London,  dined  with  a 
large  party  in  commemoration  of  Barns,  the  poet — 
Frederic  of  Fork,  in  the  chair.  Among  the  toasts 
drank  was,  **JVTr.  Rush,  the  American  ambassador, 
and  the  admirer  of  Bums  in  the  U.  A.”  Aod  then 
— xVtr.  Rusii  made  a speech. 

Our  minister  has  also  attended  a meeting  of  the 
bible  society — the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer* 
opened  the  business,  and  Mr.  Rush  made  a motion 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  make  another 
speech. 

*A  member  ot  the  house  of  commons  in  his  place, 
proposed  the  following  as  an  appropriate  epitaph 
on  Mr,  Vansittart; 

“Here  lies 

The  Right  Honorable  Nicholas  Vansittart: 
Once  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 

The  Patron  of  Bible  Societies; 

The  Builder  of  Churches; 

A Friend  to  the  education  of  the  Poor? 

An  Enconrager  of  saving  Banks; 

And  a supporter  of  Lotterirs  / / .f* 

C Loud  hncghter,J 
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LondoTif  May  27.— Last  night's  Gazette  contains 
fin  order  in  council  for  prohibiting  fof  6 months 
longer,  from  the  30th  inst.  the  exportation  of  gun- 
powder, arras  or  araraiinition,  to  the  coast'of  Afri> 
Ca>  the  West  Indies  or  America. 

May  26. — The  funds  have  been  for  some  time 
past  slightly  declining,  experienced  yesterday  a 
morfe  marked  depression,  consols  being  at  one  time 
down  so  low  as  78  3-8;  the  cause  of  their  last  de- 
cline is  attributed  to  an  eminent  banker  of  exten- 
sive country  connexions,  who  had  previously  sold 
for  the  account,  having  yesterday  actually  sold  the 
stock  bargained  for,  amounting,  it  is  said  to 
about  1,000, OOOi., consols. 

FRANCE. 

French  funds.  May  23. — Five  per  cts.  68f.  3dc; 
bank  actions  1540. 

NAFOLK'ON  BONAPARTE. 

The,  German  papers  state  that  while  count  Las 
Oassas  was  at  St.  Helena,  he  composed  a work  and 
sent  it  to  Europe;  the  title  is  Journal  regnlier  de 
iout  ce  que  fait  on  dit  JSTapoleon^  jour  par  jour  a St. 
Helene  durant  $ mois^  ses  conversation  publiques  et 
privees,  £/c.  This  work,  which  will  be  uncommon- 
ly interesting  on  account  of  its  authenticity,  he  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  be  published,  because  the 
manuscript  was  detained  by  the  English. 

SPAIN. 

A.  letter  from  Madrid,  of  the  7th  May,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  Floridas,  says — ‘*We  are  far  from  believ 
ing  that  our  diplomatic  discussions  with  the  Unit- 
ed States,  will  lead  t©  a rupture.  It  is  possible 
that  the  affair  may  be  terminated  by  the  voluntary 
cession  of  the  Floridas  on  our  part,  on  receiving  a 
pecuniary  indemnity  from  the  United  Slates.  It  is 
asserted  that  a negociation  is  opened  with  refer- 
ence to  this  question.” 

A Spanish  frigate  lately  fired  into  a British  sloop 
of  war,  in  the  VVest  Indies,  supposing  her  to  be  an 
American,  and  because  it  was  understood  that  war 
existed  with  the  U.  S.  Happily  no  harm  was  done; 
;and  more  happily  for  the  Spaniard,  the  vessel  fired 
'into  was  not  an  American. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Brussel,  May  24. — The  duke  of  Wellington  left 
this  city  to-day,  at  ten  o’clock,  for  his  head  quarters 
at  Cambray. 

“A  few  days  since  there  arrived  at  Waterloo, 
from  Berlin,  a pyramid  of  cast  iron,  surmounted 
with  a cross.  This  pyramid,  which  is  26  feet 
high,  will.be  set  up  in  the  commune  of  Planchenoit, 
near  the  church,  on  the  spot  upon  which  there  was 
a Prussian  battery,  which  did  not  a little  contri- 
bute to  the  success  of  that  memorable  day. — 
This  monument  bears  an  inscriptio’i  in  the  Ger- 
man language  to  the  following  effect: — ‘To  the 
Prussian  heroes,  by  llieir  grateful  king  and  coun- 
try.’ Every  exertion  is  making  to  get  tlie  pyramid 
set  up  by  the  18tb  June  next,  the  3d  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.” 

AUSTUTA. 

Young  Xapolcon  has  received  the  dukedom  of 
Reichstadt,  in  Bohemia,  which  title,  with  the  ap- 
pellation of  higeness,  he  is  hereafter  to  bear. 

TURKEY, 

A great  fire  happened  at  Constantinople  on  the 
3d  of  April.  A woman  called  the  princess  iPYpsi- 
lanti  and  lier  son, with  eight  cliildren,  perished  In 
the  flames! 

BOUTU  AMERICA. 

Tlie  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  an 
American  gentleman  at  Marguretta,  published  in 
ih  Franklin  Gazette — \Ve  have  heard  much  of  the 


barbarities  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  people  of 
this  island,  but  hardly  expected  s^uch  such  a horri  - 
ble  account  as  is  here  presented:— “The  royalists 
actually  made  a practice  of  burying  children  of  vari- 
ous ages,  head  downivards  in  pits,  iheit  heels  in  the 
air,  and  leaving  them  to  expire.  Ofmpping  up  preg- 
1 nant  ivomen  and  bayonetling  the  half  formed  fatits;—‘jji 
mutilating  of  legs  or  arms.  &c  &c  and  hanging  them 
up  in  cages} — of  driving  a cro'iod  into  houses  and  then 
burning  them  in  the  fames/!! — but  the  most  common 
mode  was,  and  is,  to  cut  the  tliroats  of  all  they 
tbok,  or  take  alive;  an*  economical  plan  of  saving 
gunpowder,  fuel  and  labor.  Hanging  on  the  gal- 
lows they  sometimes  tided,  for  variety’s  sake,  I sup- 
pose. Every  hut  they  burned,  every  fruit  tree 
they  cut  down.  At  this  place  they  cut  down  a fine 
row  of  cocoa  nut  trees,  and  +hen  in  blind rsige  com- 
menced felling  the  ifianc/dneal,  whose  fruit  is 
piosonous;  200  of  their  soldiers  lost  their  sight  by 
chopping  down  manchineals  in  this  vicinity,  and 
were  sent  to  Spain,  where  they  have  leisure  to 
curse  the  service  of  Ferdinand. 

“I  need  not  add,  that  these  islanders,  who  can 
muster  3000  fighting  men,  of  the  most  desperate 
courage,  are  united  against  the  enemy,  heart  and 
soul.  Retaliation  followed  atrocity,  and  the  war  is 
stripped  of  every  vestige  of  civilized  usage.” 


CHRONICLE. 

Mr.  Eustis,  late  minister  of  the  United  States  at, 
tlm  Hague,  has  arrived  at  New  York,  via  Liverpool. 

The  remains  of  maj.  Birdsall  were  buried  with 
the  honors  of  of  war,  , at  Albany,  the  day  after  his 
assassination.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  a great 
body  of  citizens.  The  |ieceased  was  on  every  ac- 
count respected,  and  has  left  a wife  and  four  chil- 
dren to  lament  his  untimely  fate.  The  assassin  ex- 
ults in  his  horrible  act.  lie  is  described  as  a man 
of  very  savage  character,  who  maj.  B.  had  often 
endeavored  to  conciliate  by  mild  persuasion  and 
gentle  reproof, 

A sea  serpent  very  politely  entered  Portland  har- 
bor a few  days  ago,  and  lay  for  some  time  within 
30  rods  of  the  wharf— just  to  give  the  people  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  him. 

Cold  lunter!  No  less  than  fourteen  persons  pe- 
rished in  Bfrtimore,  during  the  week  ending  ®n 
Monday  morning  last,  by  drinking  cold  water!  It 
is  strange  that  men  should  require  so  many  terri- 
ble examples  to  prevent  them  from  inadvertantly 
killing  themselves. 

Intenor.  The  citizens  of  Columbia,  S.  C.  have 
formed  a company  to  build  a steam  boat  to  ply  be- 
tween that  place  and  Charleston.  It  is  calculated 
that  she  will  make  two  trips  in  a month,  and  each 
time  carry  down  250  bales  of  cotton.  Certain  small 
obstruciions  to  the  navigation  are  to  be  removed. 

Hiver  Raisin.  The  banks  of  this  river,  so  ce- 
lebrated for  the  infamous  murder  and  burning  to 
death  of  wounded  prisoners  b^  the  British  and 
their  allies  in  January  1813,  now  presents  an 
aspect  that  forbids  the  prospect  of  such  another 
scene  in  its  neighborhood — for  tliey  are  filling 
with  a hardy  industrious  population.  A new  vilr 
lage  called  “Monroe,”  has  been  built,  in  which  a 
court  house  for  the  county  is  erecting,  5ic.  It  may 
be  remarked,  generally,  that  many  large  tracts  of 
uf  country,  which  were  in  their  native  vrildness 
at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  are  now  so  well 
populated  that  a thousand  men  may  be  called  to- 
gether, as  it  were,  by  the  beat  of  a drum.  This 
erspeciaily  is  the  case  on  the  northern  and  western 
counties  of  New  York. 
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^ Capture  hf  Pensacola,  &c.  We  have  copied 
from  the  JWitional  Intelhgencer  of  Monday  last,  what 
must  be  considered  as  a semi-official  exposition 
of  the  conduct  and  views  of  the  execu  dve  respect- 
ing Pensacola,  &c.  It  does  not  afford  us  all  the 
light  desired;  but  it  will,  probably,  be  the  cause 
of  bringing  before  the  public  the  whole  ofthe  do- 
cuments and  facts  connected  vvitli  the  late  war 
against  the  Seminoles,  including  those  which  led  to 
the  capture  of  their  depot,  Pensacola. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  war,  on  the  part  of  the  Flo- 
rida Indians  has  not  yet  wholly  terminated;  and 
Spain  is  unable,  even  if  she  is  willing,  to  afford  us 
the  security  which  we  have  aright  to  demand. 


Illegitimate  rag  manufactures'*  next  week;  aitid  pronounce  such  an  immunity  to  be  a' most  abom  in  a 


probably,  also,  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  As 
it  regards  the  former,  wljy  do  not  the  banks  who.se 
notes  are  counterfeited,  come  out  openly  and  state 
the  fact; — following  the  honorable  conduct  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Marylanf  v/hich,  when  it  was 
known  that  pretty  good  imitations  of  its  old  emis- 
sion of  20g-  bills  were  in  circulation,  instantly 
ceased  to  issue  any  of  that  denomination,  until  a 
new  plate  was  engraved,  having  apprized  the  public 
of  the  reason  fordoing  sui’ 

What  would  we  think  of  a person  that  quietly 
permitted  his  name  to  be  counterfeited  and  passed 
among  the  people,  as  his  real  signature?  If  any  one 
can  regard  such  a person  as  an  honest  man,  there 
must  be  some  way  of  squaring  his  conduct  that  I 
am  unacquainted  with; — which,  indeed,  I have  not 
any  wish  to  learn!  The  bank  of  England,  I believe, 
assumes  the  payment  of  forgeries  upon  it;  or  at 
least,  is  compelled  to  prosecute  counterfeiters—/^?’, 
in  three  months  of  the  present  year,  that  bank  has  paid 
the  enormous  sum  of  eighty  eight  thousand  dollars  and 
vpioards,for  the  prosecution  of  counterfeiters,  and  more 
than  220,000,  in  the  last  fifteen  months — which  it  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  paid,  voluntarily. 

The  least  that  a bank  can  do  when  its  notes  are 
forged,  or  altered,  is  to  give  public  notice  of  all 
the  particulars  of  the  case;  and,  unless  tlie  coun- 
terfeit can  be  simply  and  clearly  designated,  to 
cease  to  issue  any  notes  of  that  stamp  and  denomi- 
nation, and  advise  the  people  to  refuse  to  receive 
them.  An  omission  to  do  this — is  a sort  of  a part- 
nership in  the  fraud,  and  semi-forgery.  There 
mu^t  be  some  legislative  regulation  on  this  subject! 

Op^When  we  shall  have  finished  with  the  banks, 
we  intend  to  take  up  their  first  cousio.s,  the  lotte- 
iiTES;  the  vile  gambling  in  wliich  Is  almost  as  bad 
as  that  in  bank  stock!  Like  modern  banks,  they  are 
nuisances  tliat  must  be  removed — if  we  regard 
the  public  morals  and  the  people’s  sTety. 


stOindling  Institution  in  less  than  three  months,  and 
thoroughly  purge  a miserable  system.  But,  alas! 
the  law  does  not  regard,  nor  do  the  people  eohsi- 

der,  tlie  banks  as  indi'Oiduals -as  yet 

My  late  correspondent,  on  the  “paper  system,’*’ 
very  pointedly  noticed  the  advantages  of  banks,  i.n 
their  corporate  character,  over  individuals  in  their 
private  capacity.  We  shall,  at  present,  refer  only 
to  one  of  those  advantages,  or  rather  immunities^ 
Some  of  them  are  authorised  to  issue  notes  to  three 
times  the  amount  of  their  capital,  tliough  it  is  for 
the  amount  of  that  capital,  only,  that  they  are  in 
any  wise  responsible  to  the  law!*  If  banks,  then,; 
have  a right  to  act  as  individuals,  I unhesitatingly 


Of  the  capacities  of  Banks/  &c. 

If  you  reprehend  a bank  lirecior  for  givioting  a 
facility  to  one  man  which  i.s  refused  to  e-'Otiier, 
equally  entitled  in  justice  and  equips  to  receive 
Oie  same,  (and  cause  for  such  reprehension  is  given 
every  tea  minutes  in  the  day)— he  has  a broad  jus- 
tification alv/ays  at  hand<  “we  are  as  i vDiy  riiUALs, 
anil  may  accommodate  any  one  uud  i?i  such  mamier  as 
■ive  please."  Oh!  that  t!ie  /aw  and  ihe  people  were 
didy  sensible  of  this!  -'['lie  operation  of  this  simple 
principle the  banks  v/jt>ld  sliut  no  j 
XIV. ^6. 


ble  violation  of  natural  right  and  natural  and  writ- 
ten  law.  An  individual  is  responsible  to  the  amount 
of  his  means,  to  pay  his  debts — but  banks,  so  incor- 
porated, are  responsible  only  for  a third  part  of  th^ 
amount  of  dieir’s! — Let  us  suppose  the  followliig 
case,  and  something  very  nearly  like  it  actually 
happened  in  Massachusetts,  when  mad-bankin^ 
raged  in  that  stale  some  years  ago,  except  that  the; 
bank  alluded  to  may  not  have  had  any  capital  at 
all,  comparatively  speaking,  except  the  promised 
to  pay  of  its  great  stockholder,  in  things  called 
STOCK  notes! — but  I will  put  the  proposition  on  the 
most  favorable  footing:  Suppose  half  a dozen 

persons  (as  is  frequently  the  case)  who  want  money 
agree  to  make  a bank— -they  are  legislators,  judges, 
&c.  or  their  immediate  friends  and  relations  have 
great  influence  in  the  state.  A cliarteT  is  obtain- 
ed, no  matter  how— the  capital  is  named  at  100,00(7 
dollars,  and  the  power  to  issue  notes  granted,  ^'pro-^ 
vided"  tliat  the  whole  amount  issued  shall  not  at 
any  one  time  exceed,  thrice  the  amount  of  that, 
capital — an  useless  proviso  as  it  regards  the  public 
security,  because  if  the  bank  resolves  to  *‘makd 
money"  its  violation  may  be  concealed  until  the  pur- 
pose is  accomplished.  Well,  th®  stock  is  said  td 
be  all  taken,  and  the  half  a dozen  elect'themselves 
and  whomsoever  else  that  they  will,  directors:  the 
paper-njill  is  set  a going,  and  300,000  dollars,  ire 
notes,  are  cast  into  the  market  vo  purchase  houses^ 
and  lands  and  goods.  After  a while,  the  bank  ftil-i 
to  meet  its  engagements,  and  the  directors  say  to 
its  creditors — “we  have  been  unfortunate,'  but  hero' 
are  notes  due  to  us,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  ouf  capi- 
tal, and  .a  surplus  of  a few  thousand  dollars;  we 
give  the  whole  up  to  you,  to  do  with  it  w!;at 

you  will.” With  this,  I apprehend,  the  credit- 

tors,  must  lie  contented — there  doe.s  not  appear  tre 
be  any  legal  obligation  on  the  direcior.s  to  tel)  wluit 
becoine  of  the  200,000  dollars  for  notes  issued  be- 
yond the  ;:mount  of  their  capiiul:  they  may  liave 
divided  the  product  among'  tlierriselves;  and,  if  they' 
keep  their  own  secret,  may  not  only  retain  it  ac- 
cording to  law,  but,  possibly,  almost  without  cen  - 
sure!  As  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  legisia- 
tive  body  was  ever  so  ba.se  as  to  consider  banks 
as  individuals,  when  such  imrmtnkies  were  gra.reed  | 
to  t'jem,  we  must  conclude  that  their  incorporation; 
give',  them,  in  certain  respects,,  a public  character' 
— and  that  for  lie  use  o?  misu.se  of  ne  :o 


*Vfost  banks  may  make 
desire^ 


nincii  paper  ;rs  tJu 
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granted  unto  them,  they  are  responsible  to  the  pub- 
lie.  more  than  individuah  can  bp;  andhave  not  aright 
to  do -ivhai  they  please. 

But  whilst  bank  directors  affect  to  reg-ard  the 
institutions  over  which  they  preside  as  their  own 
property,  that  they  may  manag’e  at  their  own  will, 
they  make  no  scruple  in  assuming  a pvblic  charac- 
ter for  defevcr,  against  the  legal  claims  of  indi- 
vidu , .ls;  and  commit  deeds  as  a pvblic  body  which 
as  individuals  they  themselves  would  denounce  to 
he  viie  and  unprincipled.  How  else  can  it  be,  when 
■we  see  men  that,  in  \ht\r private  capacities,  prompt- 
ly and  honorably  pay  their  debts  without  shuffling, 
who,  as  directors  of  banks,  do  things  which  would 
defile  the  reputation  of  the  meanest  of  mankind?  I 
know  many  such  persons.  1 know  a director  that 
nUvays  pays  his  own  debts  honorably,  who  declai'- 
ed  that  the  banks  would  ruin  any  man  in  business 
who  attempted  to  compel  them  to  meet  their  en- 
gagements! It  was  only  the  other  da}',  wdien  I re- 
prehended the  conduct  of  certain  bank  in  this  city 
for  rejeclinwr  solitary  ^10  bill  of  a bank  in  the 
district  of  Columbia,  offered  by  an  honest  mechanic 
in  part  payment  of  bis  own  note  due  thereat,  on 
tlie  in.sta',n  of  receiving  several  thousand  dollars  of 
the  .same  sort  of  money  from  a specidator  or  shaver 
— wh  n a director  observed, — **ba>iks  have  their 
favorites^  like  individuals — and  as  individualsy  may 

aca-mmodate  xahom  they  please!'* “Very  well, 

said  I — “/ei'  them  also  like  individuals  be  responsible^ 
and  i am  cor.  tent.  IFoidd  to  heaven^  that  thezkw 
and  the  pkople  regarded  them  so!  For  my  own  part, 
(I  continued)  lam  resolved  to  treat  a ba7ik  just  as  it 
lUovUl  treat  me.  If  it  holds  my  note  and  I cannot^  or 
■will  not,  pay  it,  it  will  protest  and  sue  me;  and  so  will 
1 do  unto  every  bank  within  my  reach.  If  all  men 
would  act  thus,  modeiin  baiiicino  would  go  to  the 

— from  whom  it  came,  very  speedily.*'*  “True,” 

replied  tlie  director,  “you  may  sue  the  banks;  but 
they  can  manage  matters  so  to  keep  you  out  of  the 
money  for  several  years,  and  certainly  will  do  it; 
and  in  the  interim  you  yourself  would  suffer  many 
inconveniences  by  th^e  prosecution” — meaning  that 
I would  be  persecuted.  “The  man  who  seeks  refuge 
under  the  law  to  avoid  a just  payment  which  he  is 
able  to  make,  is  a villain;  and  he  is  a villain  of  vil- 
lar  s that  will  persecute  another  weaker  than  him- 
self, for  legally  seeking  a recovery  of  that  which  is 
rightfully  arid  reasonably  his  own,”  said  I.  “No 
muv.ter  what  you  call  it,”  returned  he — ythe  banks 
wo?dd  do  it.**  “I  believe  it,”  (I  then  observed)  “for 
PfULic  BODIES  yr,VEu  TEEL  shame;*  and  the  people 
have  no  remedy  but  in  destroying  ma>iy  of  you,  root 
and  branch.**  Such  is,  briefly,  the  substance  of  a 
real  conversation  that  I had  with  a bank  director 
during  the  present  week. 

But  the  metallic  currency  of  the  country  is  by 
no  means  sufficient  for  the  business  transacted — it 
is  inconvenient  to  carry,  and  difficult  to  renrdt  from 
place  to  place;  the  people  want  banks,  and  will 
Im.ve  them.  Agreed — but  let  them  be  established 
on  legitimate  principles. 

Allow  any  person  or  persons  to  establish  a bank 
that  may  see  proper  to  do  so,  on  complying  with 
the  following  requisitions:  Whenever  a bank  is 

proposed  to  be  established,  the  person  or  persons 
interested  therein  shall  give  a list  of  their  names 
and  a notice  of  their  intention,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  such  bank  is  designed  to  be. — 
The  clerk  shall  j)ublish  such  list  and  notice  of  in- 
tention in  the  nearest  newspaper  to  his  office,  once 

*T(-  this  general  rule  there  are  a few  honorable 
exception's. 


a- week  for  six  months  in  succession,  and  then  th6^^' 
bank  may  go  in'-o  operation  and  continue  so  long* 
as  the  stockbolder.s  sliall  furnish  said  clerk  every’'^! 
year  with  a similar  list  of  names — which  shall  be/ 
annually  published,  ns  aforesaid,  provided,  tbat^ 
each  and  every  stockholder  shall  be  individual!)^ 
liable  and  responsible  for  any  and  every  debt  of 
such  bank: — but  any  stockholder  may  be  released 
from  such  responsibility  by  ceasing  to  be  a stock- 
holder, provided  farther,  one  year  shall  have 
elapsed  after  the  official  omission  of  his  name  as 
such,  or  of  the  official  dissolution  of  the  bank.-— 
These  simple  first  principles  would  present  an  in-, 
superable  barrier  to  speculation,  and  restore  bank-^ 
ing  to  its  old  and  honorable  standing.  The  peo-  ^ 
pie  would  know  the  value  of  bank  notes  just  as  they  | 
know  the  value  of  the  notes  of  individuals,  an(” 
receive  or  reject  them  with  equal  proroptiludeV^ 
We  should  not  then  have  any  stockholders— 
nabobs  “in  buckram,”  who  strut  and  sweat  under 
the  weight  of  a brief  authority  which  the  mys- 
tery of  banking  gives  them  over  the  people  at 
large;  and  they  who  have  money  to  lend,  instead  of 
those  wishing  to  borrow,  vrould  unite  to  form  our 
banking  eatablishments.  Under  such  an  arrange- 
ment we  should  not  want  banks,  nor  could  the  pub- 
lic safety  be  materially  jeopardised  by  them.  In 
common  phrase,  “every  tub  would  stand  on  its  own 
bottom,”  and  real  capital  would  be  required,  in- 
stead of  paper  trash  which  makes  at  least  three-> 
fourths  of  the  capitals  of  modern  banks.  The 
matter  of  money-lending,  if  profitable,  can  only 
be  the  business  of  a few;  and  whether  banks  bo 
incorporated  or  not,  will  sauALtY  be  a monopoly- 
It  is  impossible  it  can  be  otherwise — and  the  whole 
duty  left  to  the  legislator  is  to  observe  that  v/hat 
is  lent,  w'hether  specie  or  paper,  has  the  value  it 
is  passed  for.* 

I have  said  that  the  business  of  money-lending, 
whether  banks  are  incorporated  or  not,  is  equally 
as  a monopoly.  I wish  this  fully  understood,  and 
therefore  repeat  it,  appealing  to  every  man’s  own 
experience  for  its  truth.  To  give  direct  point 
to  the  assertion  I fearies.sly  say,  that  twenty  or  thir- 
ty men  can  certainly  elect  a majority  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,— and  that 
from  twenty  to  as  low  as  fve  persons,  can  nearly, 
if  not  completely,  elect  whom  they  please  for  di- 
rectors of  either  of  the  several  banks  of  Baltimore, 
in  which  they  are  interested.  IVe  all  know  that 


*The  following  anecdote  may  illustrate  this — a 
plain,  sober,  regular  man  of  my  acquaintance  in 
Baltimore,  “whose  word  will  pass  for  more  than 
he  is  worth,”  who,  like  a Lot,  it  was  desirable  to  in- 
troduce into  one  of  our  Gomorrah*  s,  was  waited  up- 
on and  invited  to  be  a director  of  a certain  bank 
in  this  city.  “’ITue,”  said  my  friend,  “I  hold  one 
or  two  shares  in  that  bank,  but  how  can  I be  a di- 
rector; I do  not  know  who  are,  and  am  unknow'n 
to,  the  stockholders.”  “No  matter  about  the  stock- 
holders,** returned  the  tempter-director — “we’fZ 
elect  you,  if  you  will  consent  to  serve!”  '‘dVo-mat- 
ter  about  the  stockholders! — we*tl  elect  you!!**  cried 
the  former — “w//o  are  we?**  “Never  mind  that,” 
said  the  latter,— “only  suffer  me  to  use  your  name.” 
“And  is  this  the  way  you  manage  your  elections,” 
said  my  friend,  indignantly — “/  will  not  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  yon.** 

Now  the  bank  alluded  to,  whose  name  my  fingers 
itch  to  write  at  full  length,  (which  I have  not  the 
liberty  to  do)  oji  its  establishment,  was  held  up  as 
an  institutii.n  expressly  designed  to  aCt  against; 
shavers,  speculators  and  intriguers! 
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this  is  the  practical  result  every  -where;  we  all  know 
that  the  directors  in  can  bring  in  or  keep  out 
whomsoever  they  will — and  that  this  is  a rule  al- 
most without  an  exception,  if  they  are  true  to  one 
another.  This  being  the  case,  how  important  is  it 
that  the  public  should  be  informed  -who  are  those 
that  are  virtually  invested  With  the  sovereign  power 
of  coining  money?  At  present,  the  business  ofbank- 
ing,  like  that  of  the  infamous  inquisi- 

tion, is  carried  on  in  the  dark — tlie  racks  and 
wheels,  which  directed  by  party  spirit  or  personal 
malice,  rend  a man*s  property  and  prospects  to 
pieces,  are  enveloped  with  black  clouds  and  un- 
tangible. Give  us  glorious  uesponsibieitt — ix- 
■ DIVIDUAL  KiiSPONsiBiLiTY, — it  IS  the  Only  base  of 
SAFETY,  political  or  social:— all  else  is  absurd, 

X “until  angels  in  the  form  men”  shall  descend  from 
- . heaven  to  have  rule  amongst  us.  As  I have  no 
hope  of  seeing  that  day,  I will  cling  to  what  a good 
Phovidence  has  granted,  as  the  best  means  of  se- 
curing honesty  in  those  with  whom  I llpive  to  do,  in 
this  scuffling,  shuffling,  swindling  world. 

^ To  render  the  principles  herein  advocated  fami- 
liar, so  that  every  man  may  apply  them  for  himself 
to  the  state  of  things  in  his  own  neighborhood,  >et 

us  suppose  that  J- E.  H , S S , 

11 G , VV W — , R O , 

W P , I McK , and  so  on,  to 

the  number  of  from  ten  to  twenty,  (and  several 
§ets  of  good  names  might  easily  be  mentioned) 
ofRallimore,  were  to  publish  in  the  newspapers 
that  they  had  associated  themselves  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a bank,  and  would  hold  them- 
selves jointly  and  individually  responsible  for  its 
engagements — that  the  capital  should  consist  of 
two  millions  of  dollars;  and  each  of  those  gentle- 
men, under  his  own  proper  signature,  should  open- 
ly declare  upon  his  honor,  that  the  discounts  or 
loans  of  such  bank  should  never  exceed  si^  millions, 
with  his  consent,  and  without  his  immediate  public 
promulgation  therof;  who  is  there  that  would  not  re- 
ceive the  notes  of  their  bank  in  preference  even  to 
those  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  that  mighty 
institution  wliich  it  was hoped  would  govern 
the  exchange  and  regulate  tlie  cash  transactions 
of  half  the  world!  Tlie  bills  of  such  a bank,  would 
have  value  in  every  place  on  the  globe  where  paper 
money  is  used  and  understood;  and  at  home  it 
would  pass  as  currently  as  old  gold — because  every 
body  would  know,  or  might  kno7i>  and  feel  positive, 
that  its  debts  woultT  be  honorable  paid.  But 
who  and  what  are  the  stockholders  of  banks, 
in  general,  from  the  most  respectable  institutions  to 
the  mere  paper  money  manufactories  that  abound 
in  our  land.? — Tiie  public  knows  nothing  about 
them — even  a list  of  them  is  refused,  or  virtually 
denied,  if  asked  for,  in  many  cases, — except  grant 
ed  “by  order  of  the  board”  for  self  electioneering 
purposes: — and,  if  they  are  kno-wn,  they  are  responsi- 
ble only  for  the  amount  of  the  stock  held  by  them  re- 
spectively f The  great  public  security  is  in  the  act 
of  incorporation! ! ! — an  act  sometimes  got  by  bribe- 
ry,  ofientimes  granted  to  party,  and  not  one  time 
in  fifty  given  with  respect  to  the  real  wants  or  ho- 
nest wishes  of  th  e community  in  which  it  is  propos- 
ed to  locate  a bank — no  tie  of  private  honor  is 
imposed,  no  pledge  of  priv  property,  or  person- 
al responsibility,  is  enjoinetl.  Hence,  when  the 
old  banks  failed  to  meet  their  engagements  during 
the  late  war,  through  liie  pressure  of  the  times 
and  the  agency  of  Englishmen  and  “moral  traitors,” 
herds  of  mus.broon,  toad-stool  establishments  sprusig 
up,  whose  chief  capital  was  founded  upon  the  ere- 
d'llity  cf  the  pe.iple,;  \vIlu^5e  object,  was  gain, 


whose  progress  is  destruction,  whose  end  must  be 
bankruptcy. 

Whilst  I/thus  excuse  most  the  old  banks  fVom  the 
** original  sin^^  of  premeditated  fraud  (softehed  into 
the  word  speculation)  there  are  some  that  I mu.st 
condemn  for  their  want  of  moral  honesty,  or  at  least 
of  common  prudence  and  common  decency;  and 
not  a few  others  are  censurable  on  other  accounts. 

The  first  class  are  those  institutions  wliich  have 
been  bankrupt  for  the  last  four  years, — who,  inso- 
lently refusing  to  pay  interest  on  debts  owing  by 
them,  have  impudently  declared  dividends  of  pro-- 
fits  for  interests  received — treating  with  puppyism 
persons  requesting  a liquidat  ion  oftheir  just  claims, 
and  persecuting  like  fiends  all  who  have  attempecl 
to  coerce  it.  A good  many  such  banks  there  are, 
and  some  people  will  feel  \v\v\X.  I say.  These 
ought  to  be  called  scoundrel-b anils,  and  should 
be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  eartli,  less  pitied  than 
“'mail  robbers.”  But  we  sh.  ll  see  that  several  such 
banks  will  yet  resume  a payment  of  their  debts; 
and  the  people  will  rub  their  eyes,  and  gape  and 
stare  at  the  sudden  wealth  of  some  who  have  ma- 
naged them — for  two,  four,  or  six  persons  of  each 
board  will  be  lifted  up,  nobody  knows  how,  to 
splendid  affluence:  but  every  dollar  in  their  pos- 
session will  be  dimmed  by  the  plundered  sweat  of 
the  laboring  poor — The  cry  of  the  oppressed  wiU 
:iscend  up  to  heaven  and  find  record  againsi  them! 

Other  banks  are  infected  with  favoritism — grant- 
ing to  one  person  that  which  they  deny  to  another, 
and  lending  their  .agency  to  shavers  and  brokers, 
and  dealers  in  bank  notes.  This  mu.st  not  be.. 
Banks  have  derived  from  the  people  many  exclusive 
advantages,  and  the  people  have  a right  to  demand 
and  receive  something  in  return  for  them.  Yes 
—and  I trust  that  they  are  about  to  say  to  such 
banks,  you  SHALL  behave  justly . Shall.?  aye,  shall! 
How.? — by  discrediting  their  notes,  by  demanding 
specie,  by  suing  for  it  if  it  is  refuaed,  by  publish- 
ing  the  fact  in  the  newspapers.  Half  a dozen  re- 
solute and  industriou.s  men,  with  the  command  of 
twice  as  mi-my  thousand  dollars,  wi>rkiug  togethok* 
and  into  each  other’s  hands,  can  bring  almost  any 
bank  in  the  United  States  to  a sol  emn  pause;  make  it 
stop  payment,  or  compel  it  to  reduce  its  dividends 
to  five  per  cent,  or  less, />er  annum,  in  the  course  of 
six  montlis — and  serve  tile  most  of  them  so  in  less 
than  six  days.  There  is  a point  at  which  forbear- 
ance ceases  to  be  honorable,  and  to  that  point  the 
people  begin  to  feel  that  they  have  nearly  arrived. 
1 partially  corrected  evil  by  a hint  that  I gave  some- 
time since  to  two  banks  in  tiiis  city,  which  were  in 
the  habit  of  discounting  for  certain  shavers  the 
identical  notes  that  they  refused  to  discount  for 
mechanics  and  moderate  traders— I know  this  by 
the  dark  countenance  and  doleful  grumblings  in 
a harpy  tiiat  I oftentimes  meet  in  the  street;— and 
I caution  certain  banks  that,  if  they  do  not  cease  to 
receive  on  deposite  from  brokers  and  dealers  iii 
bank  notes,  several  descriptions  of  bills  which  tliey 
contemptuously  reject  when  offered  by  such  aro 
compelled  to  receive  them  for  their  labor  or  goods, 
that  they  will  speedily  find  themselves  exceeding- 
ly harrassed.  Let  the  banks  hold  an  even  hand, 
and  then  they  will  be  supported  by  every  body;  but 
when  they  lend  the  adv^antages  and  immunities  of 
their  incorporation  to  build  up  fortunes  for  eight  or 
ten  cent  per  cent  creatures,  they  de.serve  and  ought 
.0  receive  t!ie  execration  of  every  honest  man. 

(Xj^'flie  watn  of  a spirit  of  accommodation  in  the 
slate  banks,  is  rapidly  bring  about  the  consummation 
tiiat  they  all  fe  u*.  Hy  pulling  against  one  anotherj 
■md  .’'efi’sing  to  give  a currency  to  each  othei^-i 
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notes,  they  compel  the  people  to  prefer  the  notes  of 
ti'.e  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  end  will  be, 
thrtt  that  great  institution  will  very  soon  “eat  up’’ 
many  of  tljem,  by  reducing  their  profits  to  four  or 
five  per  cent,  a year;  and,  finally,  compel  them  to 
make  a hist  dividend. 


Emigration  to  tlie  United  States. 

We  ventured  an  option  some  weeks  since  that 
the  present  emigration  to  the  United  States  v/as 
about  at  the  rate  of  200  persons  per  day.  The  fol- 
lowing table,  though  necessarily  veri/  imperfect, 
may  serve  to  support  that  opinion.  That  ratio  of 
emigration,  it  is  prob.'ible,  will  hold  good  for  four 
months  of  the  present  year.  For  the  rest  of  the 
year  it  is  inconsiderable;  not  amounting,  perhaps, 
to  20  persons  per  day,  except  such  as  arrive  via  Ca- 
naila,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  without  be- 
ing reported. 

T’le  list  gives  us  the  amount  of  708  persons  as 
having  arrived  in  the  United  Slates,  via  the  British 
possessions  in  America.  From  a pretty  strict  ob- 
servance of  facts!,  we  are  impressed  with  a belief 
that  that  number  is  not  more  than  an  half  of  the 
wliole  quantity  which  has  so  arrived.  Emigrants, 
probably,  have  some  peculiar  advantages  by  affect- 
ing a design  to  settle  themselves  in  the  British  co- 
lonies; and  most  of  the  numerous  vessels  employed 
in  transporting  plaster  of  Paris  along  our  coasts, 
bring  more  or  less  passengers,  which  are  not  re- 
ported in  tlie  newspapers. 

Notice  of  the  arrival  of  e7nigranU  in  the  United  States  for  two 
weeks,  ending  yeste"day  7norning—iicova.  newspapers  received  at 


Vessels  names 

where fro?n 

arrived  at  passengers. 

Pacific 

Liverpool 

New-York 

50 

W.  Johnson 

— ■ 

Philadelphia 

74 

Good  Return 

~ 

Baltimore 

68 

Liverpool  Packet 

_ . 

Philadelphia 

98 

Unity 

— 

Baltimore 

23 

George  Watson 

— 

City  Point 

13 

Missouri 

— 

Philadelphia 

35 

John  Uulkley 

— 

30 

Euphrates 

— 

New-York 

38 

Castalia 

— 

Baltimore 

39 

Favorite 

London 

— 

32 — 477 

Niagara 

. Greenock 

New-York 

51 51 

Mount  Vernon 

Belfast 

Baltimore 

75 

Hesperus 

— 

New-York 

65 

Nymph 

, — 

— 

38 

Neptune 

Dublin 

44 

Beividera 

— 

— 

36 

St.  Domingo 

Ross 

~ 

IM 

Mirror 

Newry 

— 

43 

Superior 

Cork 

Philadelphia 

49 

Newton 

Londonderry 

New-York 

30 

Thames 

, Sligo 

New-London 

50 — .610 

Elizabeth 

St.  Andrews 

Baltimore 

30 

Science 

Do.  (via  Boston) 

Philadelphia 

Julia  Ann 

— 

67 

Pacific 

St.  Andrews 

18 

IMfmroe 

~ 

25 

Bellona 

— 

— 

20 

.rames  Monroe 

— 

Baltimore 

18 

Plarvey 

Sp  John’s  (from  Cork)  Norfolk 

6G 

egem. 

— 

New-Yul'k 

30 

Aiuli-pw 

— 

2.5 

Ivlory-Ann 

— 

— 

13 

Fri'Uiis 

— 

— 

10  , 

Paragon 

Freticiiniari's  bay 

— 

2.S 

Jiiti.ua 

Luijrc 

Philadclpliia 

63 

f'r.ustellation 

Halifax 

— 

6.5 

B ■itanuia 

— 

— 

38 

.S  cuialion 

■ 

— 

60 

Ki  iug  Sun 

— 

Baltimore 

87 

Dart 

Newfoundland 

7 

■V.-mis 

EaiitpQi-t 

12 708 

<T')V.  Woodford 

Barbadfjes 

New-York 

14 It 

AOa 

Havre-de-Gracc 

10 10 

1370 

(jT;  Ic.e  iiDove,  witli  the 

exception  of 

.such.  ,.S 

came  ju  two 

or  Uiree  ves.se Is 

, are  only  tli 

e foi-eign 

eu.  grants  re 

ported  in  the  n- 

■wspiApers  to 

liave  <(i*- 

sliewing  the  true  amount,  fiuy  be  estimated  iron  this 
— they  who  were  reported  in  the  Baltimore  news-  ‘ 
papeis  were  very  far  short  of  ih'  se  ihat  arrived,  as 
appeared  on  a personal  examination  at  the  custom- 
house, The  New  York  editors  are  nicer  in  those 
matters  than  ours  are,  but  ours  are  quite  as  par- 
ticular as  those  of  P ikdelphia;  hence,  taking  eve- 
ry thing  into  consideration,  we  conclude  ti  at,  in- 
cluding the  unreported  passengers  from  the  Bri- 
tish possessions,  the  amount  which  reached  the 
United  States  for  the  two  weeks  stated,  most  pro- 
bably amount  to  nearly  three  thousandptv&ows.  Those 
from  “Frenchman’s  bay,”  and  other  eastern  ports, 
as  mentioned  in  the  list,  were  of  such  as  had  made 
their  way  to  those  places  from  the  British  posses- 
sions. 

Emigration  anecdote.  Com.  Barney^  induced  se- 
veral English  emigrants  to  proceed  to  the  neigh* 
borliood  of,  or  settle  upon,  his  lands  in  Kentucky. 
Among  them  was  a machine-maker,  who  instantly 
got  employment  at  two  dollars  per  day,  and  his 
employers  gave  to  him  a small  lot  of  land  on  which 
was  erected  a pretty  snug  little  house.  When  he 
had  been  there  three  weeks,  he  purchased  and  paid 
for  a cow,  and  had  already  made  some  improve- 
ments on  his  property.  Then  the  commodore  met 
him,  and  asking  how  he  came  on.?— he  said;  *‘kies 
be  doing  main  we?/,  zur.  Why,  zur,  hies  gotten  a 
cow,  and  it  costs  me  nothing  to  feed  her-;  and  she  and 
three  dollars  a week  gives  us  all  as  much  good  victuals 
as  ever  roe  can  eat, — and  we*ve  got  money  forehand!'^ 
The  commodore  asked  him  how  long  he  must  have 
labored  “at  home”  to  have  obtained  enough  to 
spare  to  purchase  a cow,  and  stand  as  he  then  was, 
(excluding  the  house  and  lot  given  him) — on  which 
he  said — “he  and  his  wife  had  been  calculating  that, 
and  agreed  that  it  would  have  taken  exactly  one 
year  and  ten  weeks  to  have  done  it!” 

The  labor  and  economy  exerted  in  some  places 
to  live,  will  soon  make  a man  rich  in  another,  if  per- 
severed in. 

To  shew  the  opinions  entertained  of  emigration  to 
..America,  in  England,  and  to  present  a full  view 
of  the  subject  at  once,  we  copy  a number  of  arti- 
cles from  late  British  papers. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Manchester  [England]  Observer  . 

Sir, — As  the  Courier  and  his  friends  are  dread- 
fully  alarmed  at  the  number  of  people  who  are  dai 
ly  escaping  from  the  numerous  blessings  enjoyed 
in  this  happy  country  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  &c.  by 
removing  to  the  luxuriant  soil  of  equality,  justice 
and  liberality,  across  the  Atlantic,  permit  me  to 
ask  your  readers  a few  questions. 

1,  Has  either  of  the  presidents,  or  any  of  the 
members  of  the  executive  department  been  found 
guilty  of  a neglect  of  duty  or  breach  of  trust.? 

2.  Has  corruption  or  undue  influence  been  found 
to  operate  in  elections  for  presidents,  senators, 
house  of  representa’ives  or  congress?  If  there  has, 
have  any,  and  wha’,  efforts  been  used  to  correct  it? 

3,  Are  there  any  pensioners,  who  live  upon  the 
ptiblic.?  If  there  are,  what  is  their  pay,  what  have* 
been  tiieir  services,  and  what  their  present  em- 
ploymeiu.? 

4.  When  any  member  of  the  president’s  family 
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rk,  Philadelphia  and  Jlalnrwre. 
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public  purse  furnish  the  mar- 
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ma.ri'iage.? 

5.  Are  the  officers  of  justice,  coUectors  of  re- 
venue, &c.  respecte»!;  ihcir  sentences  and  their  re- 
gulations peaceably  executed? 

6.  Is  tlie  press,  that  engine  more  powerful  than 
gorl,  really  free.? 
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7.  Is  freedom  of  conscience,  to  people  of  every 
denomination,  equally  maintained? 

8.  Are  there  any  game  laws? 

9.  What  are  the  market  prices  of  grain,  meat, 
malt,  wine,  spirits,  and  a suit  of  men’s  plain  useful 

* clothes? 

10.  What  are  the  wages  of  laborers  in  some  of 
the  useful  arts,  such  as  carpenters,  masons,  tailors, 
8cc.?  Do  these  people  pay  direct  tax? 

11.  Is  the  silk  manufactory,  in  any  of  its  branches 
yet  introduced?  if  not,  would  it  be  likely  to  suc- 
ceed? 

12.  Is  there  any  other  manufactory  particularly 
wanted  to  work  up  the  raw  materials  of  their  own 
produce,  or  those  of  other  countries? 

13.  Do  the  most  intelligent  of  her  citizens  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  evils  which  will  eventually  arise 
to  them  from  establishing  a national  bank,  and 
PAPEii  MONEY  SYSTEM;  have  their  speeches  ©r  their 
opinions  been  published;  and  do  they  appear  to  ex- 
cite a corresponding  interest. 

Several  of  these  questioiis  can  be  answered  only 
by  an  American  citizen;  if  any  such  will  take  that 
trouble,  he  will  confer  alasting  benefit  on  the  suf- 
fering artizans  of  tins  country.  W.  G. 

From  the  Carlisle  [Fngland]  Journal.  We  under- 
.s’tand  that  not  fewer  than  14  families  are  proposing 
to  emigr.Hte  from  Caldewgate  alone,  one  of  the 
outskirts  of  this  city.  During  the  week,  a great 
number  of  men,  v.'omen  and  children,  passed 
through  here  for  port  Annan,  thence  to  proceed 
across  the  Atlantic;  and  it  is  conjectured  that  the 
vessel  which  will  convey  them  (and  which  would 
sail  yesterday  if  the  wind  was  favorable)  contained 
upwards  of  40  families  from  this  neighborhood  and 
the  adjacent  borders  of  Scotland.  In  the  last  ves- 
sel which  sailed  from  Dumfries  to  America,  165 
individuals  voluntarily  expatriated  themselves  to 
avoid  the  extremity  of  human  distress  which  assail- 
ed them  at  home. 

The  Plymouth  Telegraph,  says — "We  have  had  to 
touch  more  than  once  on  this  painful  topic,  and  we 
are  again  impelled  to  revert  to  it.  Whatever  may 
be  the  real  cause,  it  is  too  true  that  the  mania  has 
taken  deep  hold  of  tlie  population  of  this  port  and 
the  neighboring  parts  around;  large  portions  of 
which  have  resolved  and  are  resolving  to  become 
the  inhabitants  of  the  American  land. — During  the 
past  and  present  week  in  particular,  many  have  em- 
barked, among  others,  Mr.  Hornbrook,  a woollen 
manufacturer,  from  the  neighborhood  of  Tavistock, 
who  is  said  to  have  taken  the  whole  of  his  establish- 
ment, consisting  of  16  men  and  apprentices,  and 
foijir  women,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  on 
his  future  concern  at  Pittsburg,  the  Birmingham 
of  America.  We  could  mention  other  names,  which 
the  public  would  hear  with  some  surprise.  A sil- 
versmith at  Plymouth  is  employed  almost  from 
morning  to  night  in  furnishing  the  emigrants  with 
gold  and  silver  in  exchange  for  bank  paper,  and 
were  we  to  state  the  amount  thus  exchanged,  and 
which  thenceforth  may  be  considered  as  totally 
lost,  as  well  as  the  possessors,  to  the  mother  coun- 
try,  it  would  be  quite  evidence  enough,  if  any  be 
'r  wantipg,  of  the  spirit  of  emigration. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  attention  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Penrith  was  attracted  by  the  appearance 
of  a large  waggon,  stupendously  laden  with  house 
hold  furniture,  &c.  and  with  women  and  children; 
bythe  sideof  which  walked  a number  of  men — 
the  whole  comprising  several  families,  who  were 
proceeding  from  Alston  to  Liverpool,  thereto  take 
shipping  for  America.  The  sight  of  nearly  80  of 
our  fellow-countrymen,  compelled,  by.  the  priva- 


tions attendant  on  a remorseless  system  of  profuse- 
ness  and  taxation^  to  bid  adieu  forever  to  the  land 
of  our  fathers,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  in  the 
breasts  of  the  spectators  sympathetic  emotions. 

From  the  Jllanchester  Observer.  The  Courier  af- 
fects to  be  alarmed  at  the  number  of  persons  quit- 
ting the  country,  and  very  pathetically  laments  the 
folly  of  those  who  wish  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  tax  gatherer,  tlie  tythe  man,  and  the  usurping 
faction  that  denies  them  the  rights  of  freemen,  and 
expects  them  to  be  willing  slaves.  It  is  very  silly, 
certainly,  to  wish  to  escape  from  the  bondage  of 
such  indulgent  task-masters;  but  obstinacy  is  our 
national  failing.  To  dislike  taxation  and  distress 
is  very  foolish,  no  doubt,  but  when  folks  have  got 
it  into  their  heads  that  they  are  evils,  wbat  is  to  be 
done?  The  poor  Courier  is  very  angry  indeed,  and 
tells  a thousand  pretty  tales  of  misery  in  theuniri- 
habited  wilds  of  America,  and  the  bad  condition  of 
the  emigrants,  but  to  no  purpose.  People  still  pack 
up  their  little,  if  they  have  any  thing  left,  and  set 
off  for  the  land  of  liberty;  and  those  who  have 
nothing,  are  still  more  eager  to  go  to  a country, 
where  government  does  not  stand  al  the  entrance 
of  every  enterprize,  and  say  *^pay  me,  before  you  go 
on.” 

All  this  is  very,  very  foolish,  but  folks  will  have 
their  way.  The  'I'imes  is  not  angry;  it  is  only  sorry, 
very  sorry,  that  such  things  should  be,  and  wishes 
the  country  to  be  made  lovely, that  the  people 
may  love  it  again,  and  stay  at  home.  This  is  a very 
good  idea;  but  how  is  it  to  be  done.  The  country 
is  the  same,  or  improved.  The  people  are  better 
informed,  and  more  industrious,  than  any  other 
nation,  yet  they  cannot  contrive  to  live  here  as  they 
did;  and  after  all,  it  avails  nothing  to  a man  to  live 
under  the  most  genial  sky,  or  in  the  most  lovely  si- 
tuation,  if  it  only  call  him  to  unrequited  labor. 
Starvation  would  still  be  starvation,  even  in  Arabia 
the  blest;  and  the  tax  gatherer  is  a more  frightful 
monster  than  any  wild  beast  of  the  desert.  The 
country  is  **lovelf^  enough.  It  is  the  system  that 
is  haieful.  It  is  the  plunder  to  which  every  man 
is  subjected,  and  which  no  man  likes  to  submit  to. 
Why,  then,  does  not  the  Times  recommend  the  al- 
teration of  the  system?  Why  not  endeavor  to  make 
that  lovely?  No  other  expedient  will  check  the 
spirit  of  emigration.  Nothing  else  will  retain  tht 
artificer  and  the  laborer.  Paint  the  tax-gatlierer, 
if  you  will,  as  beautiful  as  an  angel,  you  will  never 
make  him  ^Hovehf^  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  thinii 
he  comes  to  rob  them.  It  is  not  what  he  is,  but 
what  he  comes  for.  Even  those  who  have  partici- 
pated in  the  spoils,  do  not  like  to  give  back  their 
share  of  the  plunder.  They  wish  to  keep  it,  and 
to  make  the  most  of  it;  they  see  that  it  is  not  to 
be  done  here.  Those  whose  situations  in  life,  a.s 
the  paper  says,  might  seem  to  give  them  no  cause 
for  quitting  their  country,  have  the  most  cause. 
No  man  has  twelve  months’  security  for  what  lie 
calls  his  own  in  England.  Every  year  must  make 
it  worthless  to  him;  and  an  act  of  parliameiit 
might  in  three  days  make  it  worth  notliing.  His 
money  consists  in  paper  promises.  His  land  is 
pawned  for  a thousand  millions  of  debt  (more  lluui 
all  the  land  is  worth;)  and  he  is  yearly  assessed  for 
more  than  sixty  millions  for  the  intefest.  'Mns  debt 
is  rapidly  going  on,  and  must  finally  swallow  up 
all  the  resources  of  the  country!  I’his  is  very  '‘love- 
ly,** no  doubt,  and  very  ''desirable;**  it  is  a very 
shocking  thing  that  a man  sliould  be  so  bliiicl  to 
his  own  interest,  as  to  think  of  leaving  his  share  « f 
a "lovely**  debt  of  a thousand  ruilhons!  and  bis  year- 
ly contributioj^j  of  assessed  taxes,  and  tvt  bes,  ar  ! 
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poor  rates;  all  of  which,  be  ought  to  know,  consti- 
tute the  wealth  of  the  nation,  and  of  which,  while 
he  remains  here,  he  is  entitled  to  the  blessing  of  a 
full  share. 

Then  to  think  of  leaving  behind  him  a.  **loveIy** 
prince,  and  a *HQvdy*^  administration,  a ^Homely** 
standing  army,  and  a ^Uopely”  national  church,  to 
v'hich  he  has  the  high  advantages  of  being  permit- 
ted to  pay  a tenth  part  of  his  income!  To  think  of 
doingtfcis,  to  go  to  a land  where  there  are  none  of 
these  advantages,  and  where  he  wjll  be  absolutely 
obliged  to  keep  his  own  money,  and  to  eat  his  own 
food,  is  a very  lamentable  instance  of  English  infa- 
tuation! This  is,  however,  the  epidemical  disease, 
and  the  state  doctor  has  no  power  to  cure  it.  Peo- 
ple will  go,  in  spite  of  bad  roads,  savage  society, 
perils  at  spa,  and  the  misery  they  must  encounter  in 
leaving  happy  England. 


Emaucipatipii  of  the  Blacks. 

Had  we  reflected,  at  the  moment  of  inserting  it, 
that  the  address  alluded  to  in  the  following  let- 
ter to  the  editor  of  the  r^isteu,  would  have 
provoked  a discussion  of  its  merits,  we  should  not 
have  inserted  it — ^because  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  afford  the  room  requisite  for  the  ample  argu- 
ment that  belongs  to  a matter  so  redundant  with 
speculation  and  fact.  Bui,  the  right  of  reply' 
must  not  be  refused,  and  here  we  Shall  stop. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  llERlSTER. 

jMr,  Niles. — Having  observed  an  address  pub- 
lished *^by  request”  in  your  Register  of  the  4th 
inst,  signed  by  Thomas  Doan^  Aaron  Coppock,  &c. 
Twill  with  your  permission,  obtrude  in  the  same 
useful  paper,  a quere  or  two  to  those  gentlemen, 
(whose  object  appears  to  be,  to  make  a great  si- 
multaneous effort  tbroug!)Out  the  country  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,)  and  a few  remarks  on  the 
probable  consequences  that  is  likely  to  result  from 
their  zealous  efforts. 

la  **emancipating  oil  the  slaves'  in  the  country** 
what  then  do  you  propose, ‘gentlemen,  to  do  with 
them.?  You  cannot  “lay  off  in  this  country**  a “dis- 
trict” for  them,  and  place  them  in  a situation  where 
they  will  at  present  or  in  future  be  benefitted: 
They  would  in  such  circumstances  be  neighbours, 
between  wliom  and  the  whites,  there  could  be  no 
cordiality,  reciprocity  and  good-will;  but  an  eter- 
nal and  desperate  border  war,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  their  jealousy  and  our  antipathy. 

jUo  you  propose  after  fl-eeing  them,  tq  leave  -hem 
among  us,  and  yet  not  elevate  them  to  a participa- 
tion of  all  the  equality  of  rights  and  privileges 
that  we  enjoy;  civil,  political  legislative,  execu- 
tive and  military?  If  you  do  not^  you  would  only 
aggravate  their  feelings  of  inferiority,  by  making 
liie  knowledge  of  it  the  more  apparent;  whilst 
\yould  have  the  dissatisfaction  of  thinking  you 
had  done  only  half  justice, 

J)o  you  propose  to  elevate  them  to  all  those 
rights,  winch  would  enable  them  to  be  your  go- 
vernors, legislators,  judges  and  magistrates,  as 
they  vyould  be  by  their  numerical  strength  in  se- 
veral very  large  sections  of  the  country?  It  you 
contemplate  this  state  of  things  with  satisfaction, 
have  you  still  looked  further  into  futurity,  far 
enough  to  see  what  will  still  follow  as  inevitably  as 
the  rising  of  the  sun?  Is  it  not  perfectly  obvious 
to  every  reflecting  and  rational  mind,  that  with 
such  power  in  their  hands,  and  such  prejudices  on 
our  pari  (arising  from  color,  &c.  as  can  never  be 
gotten  over)  that  one  of  two  horrible  alternatives 


would  soon  be  chosen—Either  that  the  races  must 
be  mixed  into  one  at  the  expense  of  the  lives  of  all 
the  males  on  one  side— or,  a war  of  complete  ex-, 
termination  (as  was  the  case  in  St.  Domingo)  must 
ensue,* 

I am  aware  that  these  gentlemen  do  not  propose 
to  give  the  African  race  the  ^fraternal  embrace**  with 
as  much  haste  as  the  French  didr  but  recommend 
a legalized  gradual  abolition— The  word  gradual 
changes  neither  the  nature  of  the  case,  nor  the 
quality  of  the  effect — ^^it  only  procrastinates  that 
tragedy  which  some  have  not  strength  of  vision  to 
look  to;  whilst  others  a little  more  cunning,  think 
to  become  exempt  from  it  by  good  offices  before 
hand.  For  testimony  of  gratitude  for  this  boon, 
from  people  having  these  natural  and  incurable 
prejudices,  I appeal  to  the  lenient  master,  wherever 
he  may  be  found,  who  has  already  emancipated 
them.  Among  the  most  sensible,  informed  and  dis- 
creet members  of  the  Methodist  society,  with 
whom  the  writer  has  associated,  there  is  but  one 
sentiment  with  regard  to  the  freed  negroes  and 
their  posterity,  as  a class: — that  they  are  to  them- 
selves the  most  unhappy,  abject  and  miserable;  and 
to  society  its  greatest  evil,  Many  are  candi^ 
enough  to  acknowledge  regret,  at  having  done, 
with  the  purest  intentions,  an  evil,  whilst  they 
meditated  only  good. 

It  is  become  very  fashionable  now-a  days  with  a 
few  people,  who  never  held  slaves^  to  make  them- 
selves  very  conspicuous  by  declaiming  at  every 
corner  against  slavery!  They  talk  as  if  the  freeing 
of  a negro,  would  alone  be  a passport  to  heaven, 
maugre  the  omissio.n  or  commission  of  an  hun- 
dred other  little  sins,  which,  though  they  do  not 
make  a figure  in  our  political,  yet  they  each  make  a 
much  more  conspicuous  one  in  our  religious  creed. 

That  it  is  in  the  ah&Xvact  politically  wrong  to  hold 
slaves,  I know  that  I am  one  of  the  most  sincere  in 
believing:  But  black  slaves  are  now  domiciliated 
among  us,  no  matter  by  whom  brought  or  how,  and 
to  turn  them,  blacks  as  they  are,  loose  among  us,  I 
do  conscientiously  believe  to  be  a much  greater 
political  wrong!  A wrong  to  the  class  of  whites; 
while  to  the  blacks  it  would  be  no  benefit,  unless 
we  raise  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges, 
and  at  the  same  time  nnanimously  determine  to 
amalgamate  with  them  on  the  roost  liberal  and  re- 
ciprocal terms. 

1 make  the  most  solemn  appeal  for  the  candor  of 
my  declaration,  when  I say,  I devoutly  wish  every 
negro  on  the  continent  of  America  w^s  exported 
hence.  That  we  and  our  posterity  would  be  hap- 
pier, I have  not  the  shadow  of  a doubt.  It  would 
then  be  no  disgrace,  as  it  foolishly  is  now,  for  a 
man  with  some  property,  to  keep  his  mind  and 
body  in  health,  by  a little  moderate  labor.  With 
much  reflection  on  the  subject,  which  appears  to 
me  of  vital  importance  to  us  all,  it  seems  that 
there  is  no  rational  means  projected  to  remedy 
the  evil  but  that  proposed  by  the  African  coloni- 
EATioH  SOCIETY;  and  that  addresses,  &c.  of  liberat- 
ing societies  and  committees  are' worse  than  use- 
less. 

22nd  July,  18l8.‘ 

*The  history  of  this  most  horrible  of  all  wars 

which  took  place  between  the  negroes  and  whites 
in  St.  Domingo,  and  which  was  brought  to  a crisis 
by  French  fraternization,  as  recorded  by  Bryan  Ed- 
wards, in  his  book,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
American  who  may  be  called  on  to  act  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  this  country. 
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Capture  of  Pensacola,  &c. 

from  THK  KATIONAL  INTELLWJEWCER  of  JULY  27. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has,  we  un- 
derstand, decided,  that  Pensacola  and  the  other 
Spanish  posts,  which  have  been  taken  by  general 
Jackson,  in  the  Floridas,  shall  be  restored  to  the 
Spanish  authority;  but  with  a requisition,  that  the 
king  of  Spain  shall,  hereafter,  keep  such  a force  in 
those  colonies,  as  shall  enable  him  to  execute  with 
fidelity,  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain.  That  article,  so  far  as  it 
affects  this  subject  is  in  the  following  words: — 
“The  two  high  contracting  parties,  shall,  by  all  the 

means  in  tlieir  power,  maintain  peace  and  harmo* 
“ ny  among  the  several  Indian  nations  who  inhabit 
“the  country  adjacent  to  the  lines  and  rivers, 
“ which,  by  the  preceding  articles,  form  the  boun- 
“ daries  of  the  two  Floridas;  and  the  better  to  ob- 
“ tain  this  effect,  both  parties  oblige  themselves, 
**  expressly,  to  restrain^  by  force,  all  hostilities  on  the 
“ part  of  the  Indian  nation  living'  -within  their  boun- 

dart/;  so  that  Spain  -tuillnot  suffer  her  Indians  to  at- 
“ tack  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  In- 
“ dians  itihabUing  their  territory;  nor  will  the  Unit- 
“ ed  States  permit  those  last  mentioned  Indians 
“ to  commence  hostilities  against  the  subjects  of 
“ his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  Indians,  in  any  man- 
« ner  whatever.” 

On  the  strict  execution  of  this  article,  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  it  is  understood  that  the  president 
rigorously  insists;  and  that  it  was  the  failure  to  ful- 
fil it,  which  produced  the  necessity  of  crossing  the 
Spanish  boundary,  during  the  present  war  with 
the  Seminole  Indains. 

These  tribes  occupy  the  lands  on  each  side 
of  the  line  between  the  United  States  and  Flo- 
rida;  much  the  greater  part  of  them  living  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  king  of  Spain.  They  are 
neither  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  subjects 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  They  owe  no  allegiance  to 
the  laws  of  either  power.  They  cannot,  therefore, 
be  tried  for  treason  on  account  of  their  levying 
war  against  either  nation,  within  whose  limits 
they  dwell.  They  are  the  owners  of  the  soil  which 
they  occupy;  hold  at  least  a qualified  sovereignty 
over  it,  and  exercise,  on  all  occasions,  the  right  of 
making  war  and  peace.  To  this  purpose  they  are 
sovereign  within  the  country  which  they  possess; 
to  this  purpose  the  country  is  their  country;  and 
that  country  may  and  must,  of  necessity,  become 
the  legitimate  seat  of  war,  if  the  war  cannot 
be  otherwise  terminated. 

This  consideration  becomes  the  stronger,  when 
it  is  remembered,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  incom 
petency  of  Spain  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  her  trea- 
ty with  us,  by  restraining  the  hostilities  of  the  Se- 
mlnoles,  by  force,  that  the  United  States  were  com- 
pelled to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence.  Yet 
such  was  the  delicacy  of  our  government  towards 
Spain,  that  the  first  order  issued  to  the  general 
commanding  in  that  quarter, expressly  forbade  him 
to  cross  the  Spanish  line.  This  inhibition  was  re- 
peated by  a second  order.  But  as  it  was  apparent 
that  driving  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  was  doing  nothing  effectual  to  ex- 
tinguish the  war,  since,  in  falling  back  within  the 
limits  of  Florida  they  were  still  at  home,  with  all 
the  means  of  incursion  and  annoyance  which  they 
possessed  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  a 
third  order  was  issued,  which  authorized  the  Ame- 
rican general  if  the  Indians  should  present  them- 
selves in  body,  beyond  the  line,  to  cross  it  and  at- 
tack thenjk  Shortly  ?ifter  issuing  this  order,  a mas- 


sacre was  committed  by  the  Indians,  whicti  demon- 
strated that  no  alternatives  were  lefi  for  the  U it. 
ed  Stales,  but  to  leave  our  frontier  exposed  to 'the 
mercy  of  the  savages,  or  to  carry  the  war  into  r’h;- 
rida,  and  thus  to  do  for  Spain,  what  she  co:dVss 
ed  herself  unable  to  do  for  her  self,  by  terminating 
by  force  the  hostilities  of  these  savages.  A fourth 
order  was,  therefore,  issued,  to  this  effect,  to  the 
American  general;  but  by  the  same  order  he  was 
expressly  commanded,  if  the  Indians  should  take 
refiige  under  a Spanish  fort,  not  to  attack  them  in 
that  situation,  but  to  report  the  case  to  the  dep.art- 
ment  of  war.  Such  has  been  the  delicacy  observed 
by  the  United  States  towards  Spain;  and  no  subse- 
quent order,  it  is  understood,  has  been  issued  to 
enlarge  the  authority  of  the  American  general. 

In  attacking  the  posts  of  St.  Mark  and  Pensacola, 
with  the  fort  of  Barancas,  generalJackson,  it  is  u . 
dprstood,  acted  on  facts,  which  Were,  for  the  first 
time,  brought  to  hia  knowledge  on  the  immediate 
theatre  of  war;  facts,  which,  in  his  estimation,  im- 
plicated the  Spanish  authorities  in  that  quarter,  as 
the  instigators  and  auxiliaries  ol  the  war;  and  he 
took  these  measure^  on  his  own  responsibility, 
merely.  That  his  operatid'^s  proceeded  from  mo- 
tives of  the  purest  patriotism,  and  from  his  convic- 
tion,  that,  in  seizing  and  holding  these  posts,  he 
was  justified  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
was  advancing  the  best  interests  of  his  country,  the 
character  of  general  Jackson  forbids  a doubt.  OF 
the  important  facts  alleged  by  him,  satisfactory 
proofi  it  is  understood,  has  been  already  furnislied 
to  the  president,  and  proof  of  the  other  fsets  is 
confidently  expected.  It  is  difficult  to  admit  the 
belief  that  acts,  so  totally  regardless  of  the  ami- 
cable relations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  so  directly  repugnant  to  the  stipulation 
of  the  treaty  above  quoted,  and,  in  themselves  so 
hostile  and  even  cruel,  will  be  avowed  and  adopted 
by  the  king  of  Spain.  We  trust  that  they  were 
the  mere  unauthorized  acts  of  his  agents-  But 
should  they,  contrary  to  all  rational  expectation,  be 
so  avowed  and  adopted  by  that  sovereign,  thei*e  can 
be  little  doubt  that  th^  means  of  annoying  us  from 
that  quarter  will  ere  long  be  taken  from  him,  by 
the  decision  of  the  competent  authority,  to  be  re- 
stored  no  more. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  congress  only,  have  the 
power,  under  our  constitution,  of  decb.ring  war, 
and  bad  made  no  such  declaration  against  Spain,  it, 
is  understood  that  the  president  does  not  conceive 
himself  authorized  to  retain  the  Spanish  posts,  in- 
asmuch  as  such  retention  would  be  an  act  of  war. 
It  is  on  this  ground,  we  understand,  that  the  reso- 
lution has  been  taken  to  restore  the  posts,  and  to 
demand  from  the  king  of  Spain  the  punishment 
of  those  officers,  whose  improper  conduct  led  to 
their  seizure. 

The  president,  no  doubt,  sees,  in  common  with 
his  countrymen,  the  great  ad^'antages  whicii  t!ie 
United  States  would  derive  from  the  entire  posses- 
sion of  the  Floridas;  but,  confessedly  great  as  these 
advantages  would  be,  he  is  not  willing  to  gnin 
them,  but  by  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  congresj?.— 
To  have  retained  these  posts,  under  present  ci: 
cumstanses,  would  certainly  have  had  the  eclat  oi 
being  a strong  measure:  but  we  hope  never  to  see  a 
president  of  the  United  States  disposed  to  bu 
stronger  than  the  conslittuion  of  his  country;  for 
that  is  the  paladiutn  of  interests  far  more  soci-ed, 
and  of  infinitely  higher  import  to  tiie  general  cause 
of  human  liberty,  than  any  acquisition  of  ter.  ilory, 
however  vast  op  advantageous. 

Notwithstanding  this  une:;pectsd  collision  hi  th  '; 
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Floridas,  we  trust  that  the  relations  of  amity  be- 
tween the  two  nations  will  be  preserved;  nor  can 
v/e  abandon  the  hope,  that  their  difference  may  yet 
be  settled,  on  fair  and  honorable  conditions.  Vfe 
jnay  even  indulge  the  hope,  that  tlie  incidents 
^vh^ch  have  grown  out  of  tlie  Seminole  war,  how- 
ever adverse  their  tendency  may  have  appeared  to 
be,  may  contribute  essentially  to  produce  that  hap- 
py result.  Spain  must  see,  and  has  practically 
^jonfessed,  her  incompetency  to  maintain  lier  autho- 
rity in  the  Floridas,  against  the  Seminoles  and  fo- 
reign udyenlurers;  and  we  hope  she  will  see  that  it 
v/ill  be  much  wiser  for  her  to  cede  those  provinces 
at  once,  than  to  attempt  to  hold  them  on  the  im- 
possible o.vndition  pf  fulfiling  her  treaty  with  us; 
or,  on  the  condition  now  brought  home  to  her,  by 
experience,  of  subjecting  herself  to  perpetual  col- 
lisions, and  eventual  losses,  which  she  may  now 
avoid  with  .ease  and  honor  to  herself. 


Chilian  Documents* 

'I^  anslated  for  the  Dela-ware  iVatcIvnnn,  from  the 
Gazette  Extraovdimiry  of  Buenos  Jiyres^  JMurcJi 
5^A,1818.  ' 

The  people  of  Chili  liave  obtained  for  themselves 
a place  among  the  independent  nations  by  the 
magnanimous  resolution  of  armouncing.to  the  world 
that  Chili  sficdl  no  longer  be  the  py'operty  of  foreign 
tyrants-,  and  by  their  hrm  resolve  to  support  this 
declaration  wjth  ail  their  resources.  Tiiey  cannot 
now  recede  without  covering  themselves  with 
bhame,  and  becoming  the  laughing-stock  of  nations 
wliom  they  have  called  to  witness  a determination 
tvltich  does  them  so  much  honor.  The  provinces 
of  Ilio  de  la  Plata,  through  the  medium  of  their  en- 
voy, don  Thomas  Guido,  have  been  the  first  to  re- 
cognize the  nev/ rank  of  this  nation,  as  appears  by 
the  subsequent  documents.  The  supreme  director 
has  recommended  that  for  three  successive  nights 
this  capital  siiall  be  illuminated,  commencing  to- 
morrow, during  which,  at  sun-rise,  mid-day,  and 
twilight,  salutes  will  be  fired  from  the  fort — -leav- 
ing  jt  to  the  patriotic  citizens  to  give  such  other 
manifestations  of  public  rejoicing  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  communicating  this  glorious  event  to 
all  the  people  of  the  union,  tliat  opportunity  may 
be  afforded  tliem  of  giving  demonstrations  of  the 
joy  and  veneration  it  cannot  but  excite. — The  edi- 

pii. 

official  letter  from  the  envoy  from  the.se  provinces 
to  the  government  of  Chili,  add’^’essed  lohls  ex 
ccllency  don  J.  M.  Puei-reydon,  supreme  dii-ec- 
tor  of  the  United  Provinces  of  South  America. 
Excellent  sir— On  the  12th  day  of  this  month, 
at  half  past  ten  in  the  morning,  tlie  inueuendence 
or  Chili  v/as  proclaimed  and  sworn  by  the  supreme 
chief,  and  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  state, 
the  ecclesiastics,  the  corporations,  and  an  immense 
concourse  of  citizens,  assembled  in  the  great 
square  of  this  p.ipital;  after  having  made  known  by 
reading  No.  1 of  the  accompanying  docusneius,  the 
motives  justifying  the  measure,  and  the  unani- 
mous  desire  of  the  people  for  their  political  eman- 
cipation. 

The  flag  of  the  United  Provinces  In  the  hands  of 
the  governor  of  Santiago,  and  the  flag  of  Gluli  in 
mine,  were  waved  by  us  in  concert,  in  token  of 
mutual  recognition  of  their  independence.  The 
history  of  South  America,  since  it.s  ominous  con 
que,st,  is  graced  by  no  event  so  glorious  and  impos- 
ing as  this;  In  communicating  it  to  your  exceiien- 
py,  my  heart  swells  with  joy;  since  to  live  poticy 


which  has  marked  your  administration,  it  is  in  part 
to  be  ascribed.  It  is  with  a self  approbation,  I am 
proud  to  feel  and  express,  I inform  your  excellen- 
cy that,  anticipating  the  orders  of  my  government, 

I have,  as  its  representative,  recognized  the  sove- 
reignty and  absolute  independence  of  Chili,  giving 
tlius  a lively  proof  of  the  liberal  policy  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  and  of  the  pleasure  with  which  they 
hail  tlieir  brethren  as  freemen. 

AVhoever  has  observed  the  spirit  of  this  people, 
in  the  act  of  abjuring  the  dominions  of  the  king 
of  Spain;  their  enthusiastic  joy  at  the  elevation  ot 
their  country  to  its  new  rank,  and  the  expression 
of  gratitude  and  love  lavishly  bestowed  upon  the 
provinces  of  la  Plata,  must  be  convinced  that  nei- 
ther law  nor  time  can  prevail  against  the  impulse.*? 
of  nature  and  of  justice — must  be  persuaded  that 
South  America  may  boast  of  a native  elevation  of 
character  which  not  even  colonial  government,  that 
bane  to  colonial  talent  and  colonial  worth,  could 
debase — cannot  doubt  that  Chili,  no  longer  the  pa- 
trimony of  an  imbecile  and  tyrannical  dynasty,  will, 
henceforth,  emulating  her  elder  sister ^ the  great 
republic  (f  the  north,  be,  also,  an  abode  of  freemen, 
an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  the  human  race. 

I congratulate  yo.ur  excellency  upon  an  event, 
which  will  have  so  favorable  an  influence  upon  the 
common  cause  of  Americans:  I felicitate  my  coun- 
try upon  the  emancipation  of  this  delightful  region. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

THOMAS  GUIDO. 

,His  excellency  the  supreme  director 

of  the  United  Provinces  of  South  America. 
Suntiugo,  Feb.  1818. 

DOCUMENT,  NO.  1.  t 
Proclamation  of  the  independence  of  Cfdli, 

Force  has  been  the  sole  reason,  why,  for  more 
than  three  hundred  years,  the  new  world  has  vene- 
rated as  a dogma  the  usurpation  of  its  rights,  and 
deemed  it  the  source  of  its  most  sacred  duties.  It 
was  to  be  expected  that  this  constrained  submis- 
sion must  have  a termination:  but  to  anticipate  the 
precis-:  period  was  impossible.  The  resistance  of 
the  weak  against  the  powerful,  has  ever  impres- 
sed a character  of  injusiice,  nay,  even  sacrilege, 
upon  their  pretentions.  It  was  reserved  for  the  nine- . 
teenth  century  to  hear  America  claim  her  rights 
without  being  branded  as  a criminal,  to  evince  that 
her  sufferings  could  last  no  longer  than  her  weak- 
ness. The  revolution  on  the  18th  Sept.  1810,  was 
the  first  elfort  of  Chili  to  fulfil  the  exalted  destinies 
to  which  she  is  called  by  nature  and  the  course  of 
events:  her  citizens  have  since  proved  their  firmness 
and  their  energy,  cheerfully  encountering  the  vicis- 
situdes of  a war,  in  which  Spain  endeavored  to 
.shew  that  her  policy,  with  respect  to  America, 
should  survive  the  subversion  of  that  system  of 
abuse  which,  to  term  government,  would  be  an  in- 
sult to  common  sense. 

Chili,  convinced  that  any  connection  between  her 
and  a slate  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of  exanijiie, 
unswayed  by  justice  (and  so  weded  to  ancient  sys- 
tems as  to  be  incapable  of  discerning  even  its  own. 
interest;  in  fine,  Egging  so  far  behind  other  nations 
as  not  to  be  more  liberal  in  its  policy,  or  enlighten- 
ed in  its  views  than  it  was  three  hundred  years  ago) 
can  be  but  the  relation  of  mastei’  and  slave — sun- 
ders, eternally,  tiie  ties  which  have  heretofore 
bound  iier  to  the  crown  of  Spain;  and  in  the  face 
of  the  Vfon'LO  proclaims  her  independence. 

Circumstances  reitdering  the  convention  of  a 
national  congress  impossible,  a great  l egister  had 
been  ordered  to  be  opened  in  each  city  qI  tlie 
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sUte,  information  being  given  to^  the  citizens 
that  each  might  freely  state  therein  whether  he 
was  in  favor  of  declaring  independence,  or  whether 
he  was  opposed  to  it,  or  thought  it  ought  to 
be  delayed — The  Chilians,  having  in  the  mode 
we  prescribed,  declared  to  a man  in  favor  of  inde- 
pendence— we,  in  virtue  of  the  extraordinary  pow- 
ers, for  this  purpose  vested  in  us  by  the  people, 
solemnly  declare,  in  their  name  in  the  presence  of 
the  Most  High^  and  make  known  to  the  great  con- 
federacy of  the  human  race,  that  the  continental 
territory  of  Chili  and  the  island  adjacent,  form  in 
fact,  and  of  right,  a free  state,  independent,  so- 
TEREI9N,  and  forever  separated  from  the  monarchy 
of  Spain;  with  full  power  of  forming  such  govern- 
ment as  may  be  best  suited  to  its  interest,  f hat 
this  declaration  may  have  all  the  force  and  validi- 
ty, which  should  characterize  the  first  act  of  a free 
people,  it  is  accompanied  with  the  solemn  pledge  of 
the  Chilians,  of  their  honors,  their  lives,  thdr  for 
TUNES,  and  all  their  social  relations.  For  ourselves 
—may  the  shame  of  violated  faith,  of  degraded  of- 
ficial dignity,  of  the  soldier’s  tarnished  honor,  over- 
whelm us,  if  we  prove  recreant.  It  is  ordered  that 
together  with  the  registers  before  mentioned,  this 
proclamation  be  deposited  in  the  municipality  of 
Santiago:  and  that  copies  of  it  be  forthwith  circu- 
lated among  the  other  citizens  of  the  state,  that 
imitating  the  noble  example  of  Santiago,  they  may 
also  sanction  it  with  their  oaths. 

Given  in  the  directoral  palace  of  Conception,  the 
1st  of  January,  1818-r-signed  with. our  hand, 
countersigned  by  the  secretaries  of  state,  of 
the  Treasury,  and  of  war— and  since  sanction- 
ed by  the  oath  and  signatures  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Chili. 

DOCUMENT,  NO.  IT. 

Eecognition,  on  the  part  of  the  envoy  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  South  America,  of  the  independence 
of  Chili. 

At  last,  excellent  sir,  the  long  desired  moment 
has  arrived  for  publishing  to  the  human  race  that 
Chili  is  free,  and  forever  severed  from  the  dominion 
of  the  kings  of  Spain.  The  Chilian  nation,  afflict- 
ed w'ith  all  the  horrors  of  war,  of  ambition  and  of 
vengeance,  its  genius  and  its  virtues  buried  in  ob- 
scurity by  the  dark  system  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid, 
even  the  beneficent  provisions  of  nature  in  its  favor 
counteracted  by  a code  formed  to  oppress — have 
themselves  put  a period  to  their  sufferings,  ai.d 
proved  before  all  men,  that  they  have  remained  in 
submission  to  their  oppressors,  only  so  long  as 
force  prevailed  against  justice,  and  reason  and  na- 
ture. This  event,  which  re-establishes  the  digni- 
ty, the  opulence,  the  equality  and  the  power  of  a 
rich  portion  of  the  new  world,  while  it  will  give 
sweet  consolationto  the  philanthropist,  whose  tears 
flo\y  for  human  wrongs,  will  sound  like  a clap  ©f 
thunder  in  the  ears  of  the  bigot  Ferdinand, 
awakening  him  from  a dream  such  as  remorseless 
tyranny  joys  to  indulge,  of  the  subjugation  of  rebel 
Chili,  and  of  the  usual  attendants  of  the  tyrant’s 
conquests,  confiscation,  gibbetting  and  decapita- 
tions. But  to  my  government  this  glorious  event 
will  afford  a satisfaction,  only  to  be  appreciated  by 
nations  who,  deeply  sympathising  in  the  sufferings 
of  sister  states  with  a beneficence  without  other 
limits  than  the  wants  which  rouse  it  into  exertion, 
have,  in  the  time  of  trouble,  been  lavish  of  mo- 
ney, of  counsel,  and  of  the  valor  of  their  sons. 

Tlie  ardent  wi-hes  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  South  are  now  fulfilled;  the  delightful  pro 
pect  of  Chili,  free,  virtuous,  and  happy,  which  tli  ^ 


auspicious  event  of  this  day  opens  to  philanthropy, 
amply  recompences  them  for  all  their  sacrifices, 
even  for  the  blood  of  their  sons,  which,  in  mortal 
combat  with  the  tyrants,  has  encrimsoned  the  ver- 
dant vales  of  this  delicious  country.  With  senti- 
ments of  the  most  profound  joy,  and  of  the  highest 
respect,  in  presence  of  your  excellency,  and  of  the 
other  magistrates  of  the  people  who  surround 
me,  I recognize,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  the 
independence  of  this  state — Heaven  grant  that  it  may 
be  as  firmly  maintained,  as  it  has  been  heroically 
declared — that  the  same  union  which  has  nobly 
characterized  the  Chilians,  amid  the  din  of  arms, 
may  distinguish  them  in  the  calmer  pursuit  of 
peaceful  times — that  an  unalterable  firmness  may 
discover  to  the  enemy,  that  you  are  animated  by 
the  spirit  of  Brutus— that  the  wrongs  and  oppres- 
sions of  the  government  you  have  renounced,  may 
never  again  exist  except  in  remembrance;  and  there 
treasured  up,  may  in  some  measure  atone  for  the 
tears  they  have  wrung*  from  innocence,  the  blood 
of  patriots  they  have  spilled,  the  talents  they  have 
marred;  in  fine,  the  national  happiness  they  have 
blighted;  by  teaching  your  sons  duly  to  appreciate 
the  blessings  this  day  sectires  them.  Such  are  the 
ardent  wishes  of  my  government,  of  my  fellow  ci- 
tizens and  of  myself— for  myselfi  until  the  tomb 
closes  over  me,  I shall  deem  it  the  most  fortunate 
event  of  my  life  that  I h.ave  had  the  rare  honor  and 
the  singular  felicity  of  being  the  first  to  felicitate 
your  excellency,  iii  the  name  of  my  government, 
upon  the  emancipation  of  Chili. 

To  this  communication  his  excellency  made  the 
following  reply: 

The  government  of  Chili  accepts,  through  the 
medium  of  yourself,  sir,  with  the  warmest  grati- 
tude, the  sincere  wishes  of  tlie  United  Provinces; 
and  always  regarding  them  as  liberators  of  thiss 
state,  will  joyfully  consecrate  all  its  efforts  to  the 
reservation  of  an  eternal  and  indissoluble  union 
etween  both  nations — the  government  of  Chili  wilt 
proceed  immediately  to  recognize  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  Provinf^es  of  South  America;  a 
recognition  only  heretofore  prevented  by  the  want 
of  that  rank  which  Chili  has  this  day  assumed. 

From  the  Gazette  Extraordinary  of  Chili,  of  Fri 
day,  March  6th,  1818. 

ADDRESS 

Of  the  citizens  of  Santiago  to  the  supreme  director. 

Excellent  sir,— You  have  informed  us  that  our 
brothers,  posted  in  the  field  of  battle,  now  awaii 
the  enemy’s  attack,  ready  to  shed  their  blood,  and 
to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  our  defence.  You  have 
presented  to  us  the'  sad  image  of  Chili,  laid  waste 
for  two  years  and  a half,  with  an  atlrocUy  truly 
Spanish;  of  our  wives,  our  children,  and  our  sires  , 
who,  trembling  with  dread  of  the  scaffolds  and  the 
chains  prepared  for  them  by  our  proud  foe,  now 
advancing  through  the  plains  of  Talca,  turn  their 
tearful  eyes  to  those  brave  men  that,  on  the  banks 
of  *Tingirica,  have  sworn  not  to  survive  our  desoia 
tion.  At  the  same  time,  you  have  informed  us. 
that  these  valiant  soldiers  are  destitute  of  bread 
and  other  articles  of  food,  requisite  to  give  vigor 
to  the  arm  destined  to  exterminate  the  enemy:  and 
that  the  public  resources  being  exhausted,  there 
is  a deficiency  of  all  tilings  necessary  to  form  hos- 
pitals, in  which  the  wounds  received  infighting  for 
the  country  ought  to  be  cured. 

What  reply  does  your  excellency  expect,  to  re- 

*A  little  stream  on  the  banks  of  which  the  Chili- 
an army  was  encamped. 
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presentations  so  mournful,  and  so  interesting:  Yon 
can  expect  no  other  than  tlie  only  one  worthy  of 
Chilians — that  our  fortunes,  ivitkout  reserve,  belong  to 
omt  cotJWTRY — that,  for  the  present,  we  entreat  you 
to  accept  the  spontaneous  offering  we  make  of  all 
the  wrought  silver  we  possess,  and  our  solemn  decla- 
ration, in  the  face  of  our  country,  and  the  universe; 
that  while  the  war  and  the  wants  of  Chili  subsist,  no 
article  of  plate  shall  be  seen  in  our  houses. 

The  people  of  Chili  wish  that  the  plate  of  the 
cliurches  may  not  be  touched,  until  that  of  indivi 
duals  being  exhausted,  we  may  say,  humbling  our- 
selves before  the  Supreme— f'naked  we  present 
oilrselves  to  implore  thy  protection;  in  obedience 
to  thy  command,  that  thy  creatures  should  preserve 
the  gifts  of  life  and  liberty,  we  appropriate  to  this 
holy  purpose  what  was  destined  to  adorn  thy  wor- 
ship: we  trust  that  the  pure  vows  and  ardent  ado 
rations  of  thy  servants  will,  in  thy  sight,  be  no  un 
worthy  substitute  for  vessels  of  silver  and  of  gold.* 

In  the  mean  time  we  beseech  yoiir  excellency  to 
accept  the  offering  made  by  the  clergy,  as  well  se- 
cular as  regular,  through  their  respective  heads, 
of  all  the  plate  they  possess,  which  is  not  used  in 
the  worship  of  the  Most  High;  of  all  possessed  by 
the  magistrates,  public  bodies,  and  individual  citi- 
zens of  Santiago. 

In  fine,  will  your  excellency  deign  to  appoint  a 
commissioner  to  receive  these  offerings,  and  to  as- 
sure our  brothers,  now  in  arms  for  our  defence, 
that  they  may  expect,  on  our  part,  efforts  befitting 
the  warm  gratitude  their  gallantry  and  their  servi 
ces  have  awakened  in  every  Chilian  bosom. 

BECttEE. 

Santiago,  JMarch  Sth,  1818. 

The  secretaries  of  state  and  of  the  treasury  are 
ordered  to  make  known  to  the  clergy,  the  iiiagis 
tracy,  public  bodies  and  individual  citizens  of  San 
tiago,  that  the  government,  while  it  laments  its 
inability  to  command  language  adequate  to  express 
the  gratitude  elicited  by  patriotism  as  rare  as  it  is 
glorious,  has  directed  the  following  inscription  to 
be  engraven  on  the  columns  erected  at  the  eastern 
and  western  entrances  of  the  capital: 

*^The  Sth  of  March,  1818,  the  citizens  of  Santiago 
VoluntaHly  stripped  themselves  of  all  their  wrought  sil- 
ver, solemnly  declaring  that  they  would  not  supply  its 
place  while  the  country  continues  in  danger.*^ 

“NATibNS  OF  THE  tTNIVEUSE!  STIlAXOEnS  WHO  EW- 
TEn  CHTLTJ  BECIBB  IF  SUCH  A PEOPLE  CAN  BB‘  EN 
BLAVEB.** 

The  generosity  of  a heroic  people,  forbidding  the 
government’s  availing  itself  of  other  means  of  pro- 
viding for  the  exigencies  of  the  state  than  those 
founded  on  implicit  confidence  in  their  virtue — it  is 
ordered,  that  henceforward  the  monthly  contribu- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  Santiago  be  discontinued.  It 
is  furthermore  ordered,  that  the  articles  of  v/rought 
silver  be  considered  and  treated  as  a deposit, 
which  may  serve  as  a pledge  and  security  for  the 
foreign  succours  the  government  may  solicit;  in 
order  that,  if  the  war  concludes  quickly  (as,  in 
humble  reliance  on  the  protection  of  the  Most 
High,  we  hope  it  will)  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  public.  And  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  request  which  has  been  made,  the  two 
Alcaldes  of  this  capita!,  Don  Jose  Manuel  Lecaros, 
Don  Domingo  Toro,  Don  Ignacio  and  Don  Domingo 
Ezzaguin  e,  the  fiscal  dela  camarn,  Don  Jose  de 
Grogorio  Argomedo,  and  Don  Francisco  Antonio 
Perez,  are  appointed  commissioners  to  receive  the 
offerings;  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  give  to  each  citi- 1 
making  such  pure  oblation  on  the  altar  of  pa- 1 


triotism,  a receipt  specifying  its  weight,  and  form, 
together  with  the  marks  distinguishing  it,  should 
such  exist;  they  shall  also  provide  a book,  in  which 
the  receipt  signed  by  the  commissioners,  and  the 
donor,  shall  be  recorded;  the  book  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Cabildo. 
It  is  ordered,  that  the  address  of  the  citizens  of 
Santiago,  and  this  decree,  be  printed  in  order  that 
it  may  be  communicated  to  the  army,  and  to  our 
allies,  and  serve  as  a document  to  those  nations 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  true  character  of  the  Arne- 
rican  revolution. 

PnOCLAMATIONS, 

Of  the  supreme  director  of  Chili,  and  of  general  San 

Mantin,  after  the  affair  ofthe  19ih  March,  1818. 

Chilians,— A portion  of  the  soldiers  ofthe  coun- 
try, in  the  battle  of  Talca,  persuaded,  (in  conse- 
quence ofthe  confusion  ofthe  night)  that  all  the 
regiments  were  routed,  have  passed  through  the 
towns  and  country,  spreading  melancholy  rumors, 
which  cowards,  who  are  never  wanting,  have  ex- 
aggerated.—But,  already  the  error  is  dissipated — 
the  brave  reanimated — vile  cowards  cCnfounded.— 
Our  force  is  still  four  thousand  strong: — *the  proud 
hopes  of  the  enemy  are  frustrated— they  have, 
from  a thousand  circumstances  favorable  to  us,  sus- 
tained a loss  which  prevents  their  advancing  a step. 

Order,  subordination,  and  confidence,  will  be  the 
basis  of  our  operations:- With  these  virtues,  all 
difficulties  will  be  vanquished,  and  the  country 
saved. — Citizens!  be  firm;  be  faithful.  Will  you 
be  frightened  at  phantoms?  To  arms,  brave  sol- 
diers! let  us  exterminate  the  handful  of  robbers 
who  have  dared  to  profane  our  soil! 

O’HIGGINS. 

Chilians, — You  are  already  convinced,  that  the 
mischance  of  the  army  of  the  country,  on  the  night 
ofthe  19th,  is  nothing  more  than  a phantom  of  hor- 
ror, conjured  up  by  cowards  to  alarm  the  people. 
It  is  true,  that  by  an  accident,  impossible  to  gpiard 
against,  the  result  has  not  been  fortunate;  but  the 
dispersion  of  the  troops,  the  principal  misfbrtune 
of  that  night,  is  in  great  part  remedied.  Four 
thousand  men  are  in  arms  upon  the  right  bank  of 
the  Maipu,  and  other  bodies  of  the  line,  and 
militia,  are  daily  flocking  in  to  incorporate  them- 
selves:— The  capital  of  Santiago  will  be  fortified* 
so  as  to  enable  it  to  defend  itself  to  the  last;  but 
the  army  under  my  command  vi  ill  give  battle  be- 
fore returning  to  its  lines. — I perceive  you  to  be 
interested  in  your  fate;  and  the  country  will  be  in 
no  danger,  if  you  consecrate  yourselves  with  good 
faith  to  defend  it.  Let  us  run  to  arms.  I assure 
you  of  the  resolution  of  my  soldiers. — Let  us  chas- 
tise the  tyrants;  and  let  life  be  sacrificed,  if  neces- 
sary, for  the  liberty  of  the  country. 

JOSE  DE  SAN  MARTIN. 

Citizens  op  Santiaoo, — One  of  those  casualties, 
which  it  is  not  given  to  man  to  avoid,  has  caused 
our  army  to  suffer  a reverse.— It  was  natural  that  a 
blow  so  unexpected  and  the  uncertainty  consequent 
upon  it,  should  cause  us  to  vacillate.  But,  now  it  is 
time  to  recover  self-possession,  to  observe  that  the 
army  ofthe  country  sustains  itself  with  glory  in  the 
front  of  the  enemy,  that  your  companions  in  arms 
are  rapidly  re-uniting,  and  that  the  resources  of 
your  patriotism  are  exhaustless.  At  the  same  time 
that  the  tyrants  have  not  advanced  an  inch  from 
their  intrenchments,  I have  left  aC  our  head  qua?- 
ters  more  than  four  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  mi- 
litia. I present  myself  to  assure  you  of  the  pros- 
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perous  state  of  your  affairs;  and  returning  very 
speedily  to  our  head  quarters,  I shall  have  the  fe- 
licity of  lending  my  feeble  aid  to  give  a day  of  glo- 
ry to  South  America. 

JOSE  DE  SAN  MARTIN. 


We  have  seen  in  some  of  the  papers  a letter  from 
Buenos  Ayres,  in  which  the  writer  states  that,  im- 
mediately after  the  battle  of  Maipu,  general  San 
Martin  dispatched  orders  to  Mendoza  to  put  to 
deaths  the  two  brothers  of  gen.  Carrera  and  that 
they  were  accordingly  executed.  We  are  happy  to 
have  it  in  our  power  to  contradict,  in  the  most  de- 
cided manner,  a story  so  obviously  intended  to  cast 
a sanguinary  stain  on  the  brilliant  reputation  of  the 
liberator  of  Chili.  The  explanation  we  have  receiv- 
ed, from  an  authentic  source,  of  this  transaction,  is 
as  follows:  The  Carreras,  who  are  represented  to 
have  been  very  spirited  yoimg  men,  w'ere  at  vari- 
ence  with  the  present  government  of  Chili.  They 
had  been  arrested  upon  a suspicion,  whether  well 
or  ill  founded,  is  not  stated,  of  a design  to  effect  a 
counter  revolution,  and  confined  at  Mendoza,  the 
capital  of  one  of  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata. 
In  the  critical  circumstances  which  preceded  and 
followed  the  disaster  at  Talca,  the  ferment  in  the 
public  mind,  must  of  course  have  been  considerable 
and  it  may  readily  be  imagined  it  was  the  parent  of 
events,  which  in  a state  of  public  tranquility,  would 
not  have  been  thought  of.  It  was  in  the  interval 
between  the  disaster  at  Talca  and  before  the  victo- 
ry of  Maipu  was  known  at  Mendoza,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Mendoza  brought  these  unfortunate  gen- 
tlemen to  trial,  upon  a conspiracy  against  his  life 
and  government;  and  they  were  executed  some  days 
before  the  battle  of  Maipu  was  known  at  Mendoza. 
General  San  Martin  had  no  agency  whatever,  in  the 
imprisonment  or  death  of  thejse  gentlemen;  nothing 
indeed,  could  be  more  foreign  to  his  chracter,  than 
he  sanguinary  act  attributed  to  him.  He  is  known 
to  be  as  humane  in  disposition,  as  he  is  disinterest- 
ed in  principle  and  brave  in  battle.  IVatchman. 


Pritish  Order  in  Council. 

London  Gazette,  30th  May,  1818, 
At  the  court  of  Carlton  house,  the  27th  M-;y,  1818, 
present  fiis  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  in 
council. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  the  present  session 
of  parliament,  entitled  “an  act  to  allow  for  three 
years,  and  until  six  weeks  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  the  importation 
into  ports  specially  appointed  by  bis  majesty  with- 
in the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New-Bruns- 
wick,  of  (he  articles  therein  enumerated,  and  the 
re-exportation  thereof  from  such  ports,**  it  is  enact- 
ed, tbat  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in  any  British 
built  ship  or  vessel,  owned  and  navigated  according 
to  law,  or  in  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any 
sovereign  or  state  in  amity  with  his  majesty,  to 
import  into,  and  export  from  such  ports  within 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New-Brqnswick,  as 
.shall  be  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  cer- 
:tain  articles  in  the  said  act  enumerated,  any  thing 
in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,— 
"^His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  vested  in  his  majesty  by  the  above  recit- 
ed act,  is  pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  inajes- 
ty*s  privy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  order- 
ed, that  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  order,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  the  act  above  recited,  un- 
til further  order  bs  made  thereon^  it  shall  lawful 


in  any  British  built  ship  or  vessel,  o vned  and  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  or  in  any  ship  or  vessel  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  any  sovereign  or  state  in 
amity  with  his  majesty,  to  import  into  the  port  of 
Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the  port  of  St,  Jtdins  in 
New-Bmnswick,  any  scantling,  planks, staves,  head- 
ing boards,  shingles,  hoops,  horses,  neat  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  poultry  or  live  stock  of  any  sort,  bread, 
biscuit,  flour,  pease,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  rice, 
oats,  barley  or  grain  of  any  son,  pitch,  tar,  tiupen- 
tine,  fruits,  seeds,  and  lolpacco;  Provided  that  such 
article  shall  in  all  cases  when  the  same  shall  be  in^.- 
ported  in  foreign  vessels,  be  the  growth,  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels 
importing  the  same  shall  belong,  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  in  any  British  built  ship  or  vessel,  ownctl 
and  navigated  according  to  law,  to  export  from  the 
said  ports  any  of  the  said  articles,  either  to  the 
United  Kingdom  or  to  any  other  of  his  majesty’s 
possessions. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered.  That  it  sliall 
and  may  be  lawful,  in  any  British  built  ship  or  ves- 
sel, owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  or  in 
any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  any 
sovereignty  or  state  in  amity  with  his  majesty,  to 
export  from  the  ports  of  Halifax  in  NovaScotia, 
and  St,  Johns  in  New-Brunswick,  any  gypsum, 
grind  stones,  or  other  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  saidprovinces,and  also  any  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  Kingdom, or  of  his  majesty’s  colo- 
nies or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  or  any  goods 
whatever  which  shall  have  been  legally  imported 
into  the  said  provinces;  provided  that  none  of  the 
said  articles  shall  be  exported  from  the  ports  above 
named,  to  any  foreign  country  or  plkce,  in  any  fo- 
reign vessel,  unless  such  foreign  vessels  shall  be- 
long to  the  country  to  which  the  said  articles  shall 
be  exported. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commissioners 
of  his  majesty’s  treasury,  and  the  lords  commls 
sioners  of  the  admiralty  are,  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  herein  accordingly. 

(Signed)  JAS.  BULLER 


Indian  Affairs. 

FROM  THE  “EMIGRAIfT,” 

A paper  printed  at  St.  Loins,  Missouri  territory. 

The  following  w’e  consider  an  interesting  pjpe: 
Actuated  by  curiosity,  and  a desire  to  communi 
cate  interesting  circumstances,  relative  to  Indian 
affairs,  we  requested  of  Mr.  O’Fallon,  on  his  re- 
turn from  his  agency,  an  extract  from  his  journal. 
This  we  are  in  hopes  yet.  to  obtain.  In  the  mean 
time  we  are  favored  with  a copy  of  a letter  now- 
presented  to  the  public.  It  would  be  unjust  to  Mr 
O’Fallon  to  withhold  the  opinion  that  much  has 
been  effected  by  his  industry  and  decision  in  his 
agency;  more  especially  as  from  his  youtii  and  the 
novelty  of  his  situation  little  was  expected  from 
him.  The  prompt  arrest  of  the  notorious  colonel 
Dickson  will,  doubtless,  be  properly  estimated  by 
those  who  witnessed  his  pernicious  activity  during 
the  late  war.  V/e  iearn  that  he  was  taken  between 
the  rivers  St.  Peter  and  St.  Croix,  whence  he  was 
brought  to  St.  Louis,  and  surrendered  to  the  pro- 
per authority.  He  has  since  been  suffered  to  return, 
on  giving  bonds  for  his  personal  appearance. 
Whether  he  will  stand  his  trial  or  forfeit  his  recoj- 
7«zarice,  remains  to  be  seen.  In  any  event  it  may 
be  fairly  calculated,  that  his  arrest  jiaving  been 
made  in  presence  of  the  Indians  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, his  influence  in  that  quarter  is  notv  les. 
sened  or  entirely  destroyed. 
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We  do  not  wish  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  we  feel 
a personal  interest  in  the  following  letter,  as  it 
communicates  circumstances  in  confirmation  of 
points  laid  down  in  editorial  articles, ^formerly  pub- 
lished in  this  paper,  on  tin:  fur  treid>';  viz.  1st. 
The  injury  on  this  trade,  from  the  cupidity  and 
machinations  of  numerous  traders,  with  separate 
interests,  and  acting-  in  violent  opposition,  with  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  embodying  one  large 
company,  embracing  all  the  individual  traders  now 
engaged,  or  those  who  may  hereafter  wish  to  enter, 
in  a general  interest;  21  attributing  most  of  the 
hostility  to  this  diabolical  spirit;  3d  the  loss  to 
Americans  from  the  superior  funds  and  address  of 
the  British;  4th  the  creation  of  an  anti-American 
spirit  by  personal  interests  in  this  trade,  which 
might  be  eft’ectually  prevented  by  tlie  plan  propos- 
ed. 

An  opinion  was  also  expressed  in  the  essays  on 
the  fur  trade,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  Company  in  their  controversy  with  the  North- 
West  company.  From  Mr.  O’Fallon’s  letter,  the 
public  will  be  enabled  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
propriety  of  our  remarks  on  that  occasion,  and  we 
shall  be  gratified  to  see  the  letter  published  in 
those  papers  that  have  copied  the  essays  alluded  to, 
or  if  another  mode  be  preferred,  such  an  abstract 
made  as  will  answer  the  same  end. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  J^inian  Edwards,  rroxernor  of 

Illinois  territory,,  and  superintend'int  of  Indian  af 

fairs,  dated 

Prairie  du  Chien,  Feb.  19,  1818. 

Dear  sir — Althovigh  I have  not  as  yet  had  any  in- 
timation of  your  having  received  my  last,  I resume 
my  pen  to  address  you  on  a subject  which  has  giv- 
en me  much  concern. 

You  have,  I presume,  heard  of  lord  Selkirk  hav- 
ing passed  through  that  tract  of  Indian  country 
within  the  limits  of  my  superintendance,  without 
authority  from  an  authorised  agent  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  which  I caused  him  to 
be  reported  to  t!ie  commanding  general  at  Belle 
Fontaine. 

On  his  arrival  here,  knowing  that  he  must  have 
had  much  in  his  power,  I was  induced  to  put  to 
Iiim  many  questions,  all  of  which  he  answered  with- 
out hesitation,  but  I am  fearful  without  confining 
himself  strictly  to  truth.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
not  counselled  with  an  Indian  or  Indians  within  our 
territory.  I am  informed  by  both  whites  and  reds 
that  he  did;  that  he  had  invited  tlie  different  bands 
with  whom  he  met  to  withdraw  from  tlie  Ameri- 
cans,  to  desert  their  native  country,  the  sod  that 
covers  the  bones  of  their  fathers,  and  reside  in  his 
own,  where  tlicy  can  listen  to  the  words  of  the 
British  Dickson,  who  is  at  this  lime  residing  near 
the  head  W'aters  of  the  St.  Peter’s. 

What  do  )'ou  suppose,  sir,  has  been  the  result  of 
the  passage  thro'  my  agency  of  tliis  British  noble- 
man? Two  entire  bands  and  part  of  a third,  all 
Sioux,  have  deserted  us  and  joined  Dickson,  who 
has  distributed  to  them  large  quantities  of  Indian 
'presents,  J;ogether  with  flags,  medals,  Sec.  Know- 
ing this,  what  must  have  been  my  feelings  on  hear- 
ing that  his  lordship  had  met  with  a favorable  re- 
ception at  St.  Louis.  The  newspapers  announcing 
his  arrival,  and  ^*genteel  Scottish  uppenrence,’^^  all 
tend  to  discompose  me,  believing,  as  i do,  that  he 
is  plotting,  with  his  friend  Dickson,  our  destruc- 
tion, sharpening  the  savage  scalping  knife,  and  co- 
lonizing a tract  of  country  so  remote  as  that  of  the 
lied  river,  for  the  pjirpose,  no  doubt,  of  monopo- 
Fzing  the  fur  and  peltry  trade  of  this  river,  the 


Missouri,  and  their  waters—a  trade  of  the  first 
importance  to  our  western  states  and  territories. 

A courier  who  arrived  a few  days  since,  confirms 
the  belief,  that  Dickson  is  endeavoring  to  undo 
what  I have  done,  make  steep  that  hill  over  which  I 
have  to  climb,  secure  to  the  British  government  the 
affections  of  the  Sioux,  and  subject  the  northwest 
company  to  his  lordship’s  terms. 

Why  are  we  so  tame,  so  unsuspecting,  when  a 
cloud  is  perceptibly  gathering  to  the  north  and 
north-west?  Why  do  the  heads  of  departments  view 
with  such  indiflerence  the  Indian  iepartment,  while 
the  Missouri  and  northern  Indians  have  yet  to  count 
their  numbers,  be  seduced  by  British  and  Spanish 
influence,  and  we  have  yet  to  try  their  strength?  Be 
assured,  sir,  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  we 
shall  look  upon  that  promising  country  as  a farmer 
does  upon  his  fields,  when  they  have  been  ravaged 
by  a storm. — Say  that  our  government  will  not  take 
more  energetic  measures  in  this  remote  country, 
and  we  have  only  to  take  a retrospective  view  of 
what  has  passed,  to  prognosticate  what  is  to  come. 

Of  all  the  Indians  in  this  quarter,  I think  the 
Faxes  most  disposed  for  peace,  most  inclined  to 
follow  the  path  in  which  I have  placed  them,  to 
imitate  the  whites,  and  receive  the  good  effects  of 
civilization. 

I have,  .since  I last  wrote  you,  held  two  councils 
with  the  Sioux  of  tlie  plains,  and  took  occasion  to 
explain  to  th^m  the  object  of  our  benevolent  go- 
vernment in  establishing  a U.  States*  factory  at  this 
place.  They  appeared  to  be  satisfied  that  it  was 
intended  solely  for  the  good  of  the  red  skins. 

During  my  tour  thro’  my  agency  I have  disco- 
vered among  the  Indian  traders  more  of  systematic 
villainy  than  could  have  been  suspected.  I have 
found  these  men,  generally  speaking,  indifferent 
to  their  country’s  intei'ests,  and  engrossed  in  their 
own.  They  have  destroyed  the  object  for  which 
the  United  Slates*  factory  was  intended. — Yes,  sir, 
it  is  a humiliating  fact,  that  most  of  the  Indian 
traders  will  sacrifice  their  country’s  honor,  its  re- 
putation, for  a sing'le  skin.  There  are  certainly 
gentlemen  among  them— but  the  number  is  ex- 
tremely small. 

It  is  not  onl)^  those  who  are  called  British  or 
Mackinaw  traders,  that  are  in  the  habit  of  secret- 
ly annoying  us — but,  sir,  many  of  those  who  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  our  blessed  country,  and  claim  the 
rights  of  American  citizens!  With  us  they  are 
Americans,  among  the  Sacs  they  are  British,  and 
among  the  Sioux  they  are  Frenchmen— just  as  the 
pulse  of  the  savage  beats. 

Dickson,  as  I have  before  observed,  is  situated 
near  the  head  of  the  St.  Peter’s,  to  which  phace  he. 
transports  his  goods  from  Selkirk’s  Red  river  esta- 
blishiTieni,  in  carts  made  for  thepurpose.  The  trip 
is  performed  in  fiveMays,  sometimes  less.  He  is  di- 
rected to  build  a fort  on  the  highest  land  between 
Lac  du  Travers  and  lied  river,  which  he  supposes 
will  be  the  established  line  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. This  fort  will  be  defended  by  20  men,  with 
tw’^o  small  pieces  of  artillery.  • 

The  military  force  of  this  country  is  too  small  to 
keep  Dickson  and  his  emissaries  in  check.  I think 
a force  should  be  posted  here  sufficiently  strong  to 
enable  the  commandant  to  send  a detacliment  with, 
a suitable  officer  at  its  head,  to  scour  the  heads  of 
this  river  and  the  St.  Peter’s,  and  awe  the  establish- 
ment of  lord  Selkirk  into  a proper  respect  for  our 
laws. 

I trust  that  I have  brought  about  a reconcilia- 
tion between  the  i oxes  n l Sioux  of  the  plains. 
Severa'  claimants  to  Carver’s  grant,  near  the  FaM,s 
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of  St.  Anthony,  are  nowhere,  solicitous  to  have ! 
an  interview  with  the  Sioux  on  the  subject  of  their 
claim.  I am  of  opinion,  sir,  that  Debuke’s  mines 
and  Carver’s  claims  will  never  be  surrendered,  so 
ong  as  a Fox  or  a Sioux  is  able  to  string  a bow;  and 
should  it  be  the  case  that  those  claimants  are  un- 
successful, Prairie  du  Chien  will  have  seen  its  best 
days.  The  means  by  which  the  Indians  live,  must 
soon  be  exhausted;  they  must  then  resort  to  other 
means  than  the  chase;  or  follow  the  game,  of  which 
this  country  is  now  barren.  The  fur  and  peltry 
trade  is  of  course  decreasing. 

I have  written  to  governor  Clark  on  the  subject 
of  major  Puthuff’s  interfering  with  my  superintend 
dance,  and  to  know  whether  he  is  authorised  to 
grant  licences  to  persons  of  exceptionable  charac- 
ter to  trade  within  my  agency.  You  have  heard,  I 
presume,  of  my  having  caused  the  notorious  St. 
Johns  and  Laguttery  to  be  ordered  to  report*o  the 
commanding  general  at  Belle  Fontaine.  It  is  strange 
that  an  Indian  agent  of  the  United  States  should 
presume  to  grant  a licence  to  one  who  had,  during 
the  last  war,  triumphantly  reared  upon  a pole  the 
SCALPS  or  THE  PEOPLE. 

On  the  close  of  a grand  council  that  I held,  a few 
weeks  since,  with  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  several 
-bands  of  Sioux,  residing  on  and  near  the  St.  Peters, 
one  of  them  rose  and  addressed  me  as  follows: 

^‘American,  chief Since  my  remembrance  my 

heart  f medal J has  been  that  of  nn  Englishman;  1 
have  borne  it  upon  my  breast;  I have  worshipped 
it  as  my  God;  but  the  Big  Knives  C the  Americans  J 
returned  again,  masters  of  my  land.  The  red 
coats  f British  J appeared  no  longer  gay.  The 
greedy  but  timid  wolf  Cstill  in  allusion  to  the  Bri  ' 
mAJ  sought  the  thicket  for  a hiding  place.  I be 
came  ashamed.  I tore  from  my  neck  the  unfaith- 
ful heart;  not  to  destroy  it,  I kept  it  until  the  last 
wanetoo  ('winter J when  a difference  occurred  be 
tween  my  nation  and  the  Chippewas.  Some  of  my 
young  men  cried  C suffered  in  the  conjhct.j  Their 
hearts  were  blackened  for  revenge.  1 saw  the 
gathering  cloud.  I knew  they  still  wore  and  valu- 
ed much  the  British  hearts.  1 yielded  mine,  and 
dispelled  the  cloud.  I looked  back;  I looked  for- 
ward. I heard  that  the  B g Knives  had  made  yovit, 
our  chief.  I was  told  to  turn  my  back  upon  the 
smooth-faced  chief . I closed  my  ears;  1 was  no  lon- 
ger deceived.  I heard  of  your  arrival.  I have  come, 
accompanied  by  some  of  my  warriors  to  see  you. 

: 1 have  listened  with  attention  to  your  words- 

sUch  as  I have  never  heard  before.  I will  remem- 
ber them,  carry  them  to  my  nation,  and  recount 
them  to  my  people. 

“American  chief You  have  hung  upon  my 

neck  an  American  heart; — mine  feels  glad;  from 
, this  day  it  is  yours.  American  chief,  you  Irilk  of 
visiting  our  land  the  ensuing  spring.  I will  be  glad 
to  see  you-— my  nation,  I am  in  hopes  will  treat  you 
well — but,  rny  friend, believe  not  that  I speak  for  my 
mighty  nation,  which  1 am  sorry  to  say  is  too  much 
divided,  cut  up  into  small  bands  which  are  scatter- 
ed over  an  extensive  tract  of  country,  and  most  ge- 
nerally headed  by  chiefs,  whose  eyes  are  blind  to 
their  own  interests,  and  whose  hearts  are  attached 
to  the  designing  British.  It  is  not  for  myself  alone 
that  I apeak,  but  also  for  those  few  adherents  who 
have  followed  me  to  see  you.  I have  said  enough. 
I have  done.  I am  going.  I \viil  try  Qo  ivfuence 
my  tribe  in  your  favor. 

Why  is  it  that  our  government  has  not  made 
more  judicious  selections  for  the  laflian  depan- 
nien‘s  than  they  have  done  in  some  instances.?  W‘;y 
have  they  not  aH  A»m means,  men  of  firmness,  en- 


terprize,  and  possessing  inherent  talent  to  counsel 
with  the  Indians.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  a nation  is 
judged  by  its  representatives,  as  well  among  In- 
dians as  whites. 

I am  sorry  that  the  heads  of  department  should 
so  far  mistake  the  policy  of  government  as  to  make 
such  a disproportion  of  Indian  presents.  They  are 
assuredly  unacquainted  with  the  population  within 
the  different?  agencies,  say  major  Puthuff’s,  cpI. 
Boyer*  that  of  Prairie  du  Chein,  and  my  own. 

I think  it  of  the  first  importance  that  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  and  influential  chiefs  of  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  in  this  quarter,  be  permitted  to  visit 
the  president  and  some  of  our  most  populous  states 
and  cities.  From  information,  I believe  that  there 
has  not  been  one  instance  of  an  Indian  raising  the 
tomahawk  against  us,  during  the  last  war,  who  had 
previously  visited  the  interior  of  our  country,  and 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  strength  of  our  na- 
tion. 

What  will  be  your  surprize  when  you  hear  tfiat 
John  B.  Gyry  is  at  this  lime  trading  with  the  Sacs, 
between  fort  Armstrong  and  Edwards,  the  same 
who,  as  I am  told,  conducted  the  battle  of^he  Sink- 
hole, where  fell  the  gallant  Craig,  his  daring  first 
lieutenant  and  five  other  brave  men,  whose  names 
their  ungrateful  countrymen  have  suffered  to  sleep 
with  their  bones- 

Very  respecfiilly,  &c. 

BENJ.  O’FALLON,  U.  S.  Afft. 

THE  PAWNEES. 

St.  Louis^  June  19.  Manuel  Lisa,  esq.  aPrived  - 
here  a few  days  ago,  from  his  trading  posts  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  with  valuable  cargoes  of  furs,  pel- 
try, &C  &c.  This  enterprising  gentleman  is  anxi- 
ous to  again  extend  our  Indian  trade  to  and  beyond 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Previous  to  the  late  war, 
his  establishments  extended  to  the  pacific  side  of 
the  mountains,  but  his  parties  were  obliged  to  ije- 
turntothe  Missouri,  leaving  behind  them  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  valuable  furs,  in  consequence  of 
the  hostility  of  the  Black  Feet  Indians. 

We  learn  tliat  the  Indians  who  reside  on  the  rl 
ver  Platt  and  between  the  rivers  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas are  (as  usual)  at  War  with  one  another. 
About  two  months  ago,  a party  of  the  Pawnees, 
consisting  of  four  hundred,  met  a war  party  of  Osa- 
ges  in  the  plains,  wiihin  50  or  60  miles  of  the  Ar- 
kansas. The  advance  guard  of  the  Pawnees  made 
a running  fight,  drawing  after  them  the  ©sages  into 
an  ambuscade,  formed  by  the  main  body  of  the 
Pawnees.  The  aflair  is  said  to  have  resulted  in 
the  entire  defeat  and  destruction  of  the  Osages; 
one  only  escaped  out  of  48  warriors.  Our  infor- 
rriant  saw  47  guns  taken  from  the  Osages.  The 
Pawnees  are  also  at  war  with  the  Spaniards  of  St. 
a Fe:  They  lately  defeated  and  killed  seven  Spani- 
ards out  of  a huming  pai'ty  they  met  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  United  States  territory.  Among  the 
baggage  of  the  Spani.irds,  tliety  found  concealed  a 
Spanish  boy,  about  10  years  old;  him  they  spared, 
intending  to  offer  him  as  a sacrifice  *‘to  the  Great 
Star.”*  This  boy  has  been  recently  purchased 
from  theic  priest.s  by  Mr.  Lisa,  and  provid  enxially 

^T'iere  are  three  bands  or  tribes  of  the  Pawnees, 
Republican,  Loup,  and  Big  Step,  residing  a few 
leagues  apart.  The  Wolf  Pawnees  arc  the  only 
tribe  who  offer  up  human  sacrifices  to_  the  object 
of  their  worship.  Their  priests  (amounting  to  about 
40)  have  unlimited  power  over  the  minds  of  thi.s 
miserable  people;  and  their  temporal  chip T huu.v  in 
St.  Louis)  reigns  Nvith  despotic  sway. 
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saved  from  the  fire.  This  poor  little  victim  was 
so  impressed  with  his  intended  fate,  that  (a  few 
tilghts  ago)  he  sprang  from  his  bed  and  called  for 
Mr.  Lisa  to  protect  him  from  the  Pawnees,  who 
were  coming  to  burn  him;  and,  when  convinced  he 
was  in  a place  of  safety,  he  declared  that  his  dread- 
ful appreliensions  could  not  be  done  away  until  he 
had  performed  a promise  he  had  made  when  at  the 
l^awnee  village,  viz:  that  if  the  Almighty  would 
release  him,  he  would  have  solemn  mass  perform- 
ed for  hi^  deliverance,  Mr.  L.  says  he  will,  if 
possible,  have  him  gratified;  he  is  to  be  sent  to 
school  and  educated  for  the  counting  house. 

Some  time  ago,  this  sanguinary  band  took  a Pado 
woman  prisoner  and  devoted  her  to  the  sacrifice; 
as  she  was  pregnant,  they  waited  her  delivery 
before  the  offering  should  be  made.  However,  as 
soon  as  she  recovered  from  child  birth,  she  stole  a 
horse  and  escaped.  Her  infant  child,  was  imme- 
diately transfixed  on  a sharp  pole  as  an  offering  to 
their  god. — Miss.  Gaz. 

THECHEROKEES. 

Indian  so/iools—W^.  have  been  much  interested 
by  an  account,  which  "vve  have  received  from  a gen- 
tleman who  has  recently  visited  the  western  and 
southern  country,  of  the  progress  of  civilization 
among  the  Indians,  especially  the  Cherskees.  Se- 
veral schools  are  established  amongst  them,  the 
most  flourishing  of  which  &re  on  the  Laticasterian 
])lan.  In  these  scools,  the  children  are  taught,  not 
only  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  but  also  the 
argrlcuUural  arts.  In  the  latter,  the  boys  take  the 
tlifferent  branches  in  weekly  rotation;  and  on  a 
IVIonday  morning,  such  as  are  to  turn  out  to  labor, 
are  called  by  naming  their  avocations,  as  plough- 
Poys,  h:>s-boySt  axe  boys,  &c.  to  which  call  they  an- 
. swer  and  appear  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  and 
alacrity. — The  girls  are  taught  in  a similar  method, 
their  occupations  being  suited  to  their  sex.  Besides 
being  initiated  in  reading,  writing,  &c.  they  are 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  needle,  the  arts  of 
spinning,  knitting  and  all  household  business;  and 
it  is  stated,  that  among  them  are  some  genteel 
young  women  that  would  not  disgrace  more  polish- 
ed society. 

Our  brethren,  the  Moravians  of  Salem,  have  had 
a school  establishment  amongst  the  Indians  for 
these  twenty  years,  on  the  true  scriptural  principle 
of  “letting  not  the  right-hand  know  what  the  left 
doeth:’*  They  have  benevolently  labored  in  private, 
and  are  rewarded  by  seeing  their  labor  of  love  equal 
their  highest  expectations. 

Such  of  the  Indians  as  still  prefer  the  hunter’s 
life  to  civilization,  are  expected  to  pass  over  the 
Mississippi,  where  they  can  uninterruptedly  follow 
their  favorite  pursuit;  whilst  such  as  have  been,  or 
are  willing  to  be  instructed  in  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  will  remain,  and  it  is  hoped,  by  degrees,  will 
become  industrious  and  intelligent  citizens. 

Had  the  fir»t  settlers  of  this  country  followed  the 
example  set  them  by  the  benevolent  Pera  and 
treated  these  children  of  the  forest  in  an  honor.able 
way;  had  they  conciliated,  instead  of  thwarting 
them,  instructed,  and  not  despised  them,  the  blood 
of  so  many  of  our  brethren,  civilised  and  savage, 
would  not  have  been  slicd.  We  trust,  however,, 
the  error  is  about  to  be  repaired;  that  the  mustard 
seed  lias  taken  root,  and  that  it  will  grow  up  to  .a 
st.-uely  plant,  under  the  shade  of  which  our  poste- 
rity may  witness  the  red  man  and  tUe  ly/Hfe-mau 
smoking,  undisturbed,  the  calumet  togetlier,  sing- 
ing  *^goodwill  on  earth  and  peace  amongst  mec.” 

JRaleigh  Reg. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

Irish  East  India  trade! — The  Dublin  Freeman’s 
Journal  says,  “Our  trade  with  China  is  of  so  import- 
ant a nature  as  to  claim  parliamentai7  notice.— 
This  we  are  warranted  in  asserting,  by  some  official 
documents  “ordered  by  the  house  of  commons  to  be 
printed.”  Among  the  number  we  find  a paper  en- 
titled— 

“An  account  of  the  ships,  with  the  amount  of  their 
tonnage,  which  have  entered  inward  and  cleared 
outwards,  at  the  several  ports  of  Ireland,  to  and 
from  the  East  Indi-’.s,  for  ten  years,  ending  tlie  5th 
of  January,  1818;  distinguishing  each  year  and  each 
port.” 

Tiiis  IS  a very  ostentatious  piece  of  heading,  as 
the  printers  style  it.  The  “ships  with  the  amount 
of  tiieir  tonnage,  w'hich  have  entered  inwards,  &c. 
&c.  at  the  several  ports  of  Ireland,  for  ten  years, 
distinguishing  each  year  and port/P*  After  this  the 
reader  should  expect  at  least  h.alf  a column  of 
items  and  specifications.  What,  however,  follows 
in  the  official  return?  We  shall  annex  the  docu- 
ment verbatim — 

“In  the  year  ending  the  5th  January  1817,  an 
^rnencan  vessel,  burthen  399  tons,  touched  at  Cork, 
bound  to  Canton  in  China — which  was  the  only  vessel 
that  entered  inwards,  or  cleared  outwards,  from 
or  to  the  East  Indies,  for  the  teti  years  ending  the 
5th  of  January  1818.  H.  B HAUTENVILLE, 

“Comptroller  of  tonnage  and  light  money. 
Custom-house,  Dublin,  May  17,  1818.” 

In  the  yearly  report,  published  by  the  Methodist 
managing  committee  in  London,  for  the  Methodist 
missions,  is  found  the  large  sum  of  ?.17,227  8s.  9d. 
set  down  as  expenses. 

It  appears  from  the  Lord  Steward’s  account,  laid 
before  parliament,  that  the  prince  regent’s  eight 
hour’s  cruise  off  Brighton  cost  12001.// 

Lunatics. — It  appears  by  returns  from  the  Scotch 
presbyteries,  that  there  are  in  Scotland  3486  luna- 
tics, including  the  Northern  Isles  and  Zetland,  but 
exclusive  of  259  parishes  from  which  no  returns 
have  been  received.  Of  the  former  number  2840 
are  at  large;  649  are  confined;  622  are  furious,  and 
2688  are  fatuous;  965  are  wholly  maintained  by  re- 
lationS;  781  partly,  523  wholly,  by  parishes. 

The  cast  iron  bridge  over  the  Irwell,  from  Sal- 
ford to  Strangeways,  is  so  nearly  complete,  that 
the  painters  are  employed  upon.  It  is  of  one  arch 
only,  of  120  feet  span. 

“restoration”  op  the  torture. 

A late  london  paper  says— With  astonishment 
and  regret,  we  remark  the  following  article  from 
Manheim:  “The  re-establishment  of  the  torture  in 
the  kingdom  of  Hanover  has  produced  a terrible 
impression  there.  They  speak  of  some  disagreea- 
ble scenes  which  have  taken  place  in  that  country, 
and  which  have,  they  say,  induced  the  duke  of  Cam- 
brige to  return  speedily  from  Cassel  to  Hanover  — 
It  is  suspected  however  ihat  this  news  is  exagge- 
rated.” IVe  trust  it  is  not  only  exaggerated,  but 
that  it  is  utterly  false.  If  it  be  true,  well  may  it 
be  said  that  we  must  be  considered  by  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  continent  as  the  country,  above  all,  ini- 
mical to  the  liberties  of  others. 

FRANCE. 

According  to  the  Bibliographic  de  la  France, 
there  have  been  published  wiihin  the  year  1817,  in 
that  country,  ybur  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty 
seven  works;  1179  engravings;  and  470  pieces  of  mu- 
sic. Tlie  first  'Inee  weeks  of  the  present  year 
have  produced  280  publications,  63  engravings, 
and  26  nev;  tunes. 
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By  the  explosion  of  a powder  mill  at  St.  .Teah 
d’Angely,  upwards  of  150  houses  were  destroyed, 
or  rendered  uninhabitable — 16  persons  killed  and 
100  wounded. 

It  is  under.stood  in  Paris  that  the  army  of  occupa- 
tion will  evacuate  the  French  territory  in  the  be- 
gining“  of  September,  and  that  the  English  troops, 
whose  effectual  strength  is  between  24  and  25,000 
men,  will  embark  successively  in  the  ports  of  Ca- 
lais and  Boulogne,  with  their  artillery, equipage, &c. 

Pr/m,  May  28. — “A  council  of  ministers  met  to 
day  to  fix  the  price  of  the  loan.  Never  was  public 
confidence  so  strongly  manifested  as  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  subscriptions  amounted  to  180,000,000, 
which  is  twelve  times  more  than  the  minister  of  fi- 
nance required.  The  house  of  L .fitte  alone  sub- 
scribed more  than  20,000,000,  that  of  Benjamin 
Delessert,  15,000,000,  and  so  on.  If  the  govern- 
ment had  been  disposed  to  admit  none  b^it  the 
smallest  subscription,  that  is  5,000  francs,  (about 
200  guineas,)  it  would  even  then  have  been  more 
than  filled  up.” 

sPAiJt- 

Ferdinand  has  played  a neat  trick — he  declared 
certain  places  free  ports^  and  as  soon  as  they  were 
well  filled  with  goods,  seems  to  have  subjected 
such  goods  to  the  old  duties,  which  are  enormous! 
This  is  excellent. 

We  have  some  pretty  accounts  of  the  insolevce  of 
FerdinancPs  vali.ant  naval  officers  to  the  American 
flag;  laughable  enough,  and  pompous,— which  we 
have  not  room  to  record  this  week-  'iVie  don  mttai 
douse  his  whiskers. 

AUSTBIA. 

Messrs.  Bering,  Hope,  and  others,  are  said  to 
have  loaned  30,000.000  florins  to  the  Austrian  go- 
vernment, 70  for  100,  at  5 per  cent,  since  risen  to 
72  74  oO^The  term  of  yenrs  for  wlvich  this  loan 

is  made  is  not  stated — let  us  suppose  it  may  aver- 
age 10,  which  is  probably  the  extent  of  the  term, 
and  see  what  is  the  real  rate  per  cent,  paid  in  this 
time  of  profound  peace,  by  Austria. 

For  30  millions  returnable  10  years  hence,  Aus- 
tria nominally  receives  21  millions — hut  probably 
less  than  20,  after  the  various  premiums,  &c.  are 
paid — say  20  millions. 

30  millions,  on  which  interest  is  paid,  at  5 per 
cent,  is  1,500,000  per  annum;  equal  to  seven  and 
an  half  per  cent,  in  the  first  place:  but  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  10  millions  more  is  to  be  paid  than  was 
received,  and  the  interest  is  really  at  the  rate  of 
exactly  twelve  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  annum. — 
this  calculation  may  be  of  use  to  those  who  expect- 
ed that  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  cannot  be  hoped  to  divide  more  than  seven 
per  cent,  would  have  risen  to  175  or  200  per  share 
of  100S>  in  England! 

BtTSSIA. 

The  emperor  Alexander,  by  a decree,  has  ex- 
tended the  facilities  of  communicating  by  water,  in 
every  part  of  his  empire,  and  has  laid  additional 
duties  on  Various  articles  of  commerce  to  cover 
the  expenses. 

The  grand  theatre  of  St,  Petersburgh,  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1811,  has  been  rebuilt.  It  was  opened 
in  February  last,  when  the  emperor  Alexander  was 
present.  It  is  represented  as  a beautiful  building, 
elegantly  finished  in  the  interior.  The  pit  is  fur- 
nished with  360  arm  chairs,  which  are  numbered 
according  to  the  Russian  custom.  A Frenchman 
was  the  architect. 

wonwAT. 

Curious  st,orm. — The  official  Gazette  of  Christia- 
m,  in  Norway,  contains  the  following  anlc) 


‘About  a v'eek  before  the  Easter  holidays,  seve- 
ral men  who  went  out  on  the  cod  fishery  perished 
in  the  storm.  On  Easterday,  in  the  evening,  some 
fishermen  took  a shark  in  their  nets.  They  found 
in  his  stomach  two  barrels  of  oats,  and  a man  in  a 
sailor’s  dress,  with  cloth  made  of  skin  and  sea- 
boots,  but  without  a hat.  As  his  features  were  not 
changed,  he  was  recognized  to  be  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  perished  in  the  tempest  which  took  place 
several  days  before;  he  was  therefore  delivered  to 
his  family,  and  was  buried  at  Heroes.” 

BARBAHT  POWERS. 

The  play  tie. —-Desiths  at  Oran,  100 — at  Algiers, 
from  50  to  80  daily.  The  disease  had  extended 
itself  westward  into  the  territory  of  Morocco,  and 
was  particularly  fatal  to  the  tribe  of  natives  called 
Berkiris,  inhabiting  a tract  of  country  at  the  foot, 
and  to  the  eastward,  of  Mount  Atlas. 

The  following  interesting  circular  from  \Wm. 
Shaler,  esq,  was  received  at  New-York,  by  the 
schooner  Fayette,  from  Gibraltar.  How  complais- 
ant are  the  Barbary  powers  to  the  “bit  of  striped 
bunting!’’ 

(CIRCULAR.) 

Sm — I have  the  honor  to  inform  3^ou  that  in  reply 
to  a requisition  made  by  me  on  the  Algerine  go- 
vernment, I have  received  the  most  positive  assur- 
ances, that  during  the  ex!.stence  of  pestilence  in 
Algiers,  instruction.s  will  be  given  to  the  command- 
ers of  their  cruisers  not  to  board  any  American 
merchant  vessel,  on  any  pretext  whatsoever;  and  1 
reque.st,  that  for  the  information  of  our  fellow  fel- 
low citizens,  whom  the  same  may  concern,  you 
will  give  to  this  circular  that  publicity  within 
your  district  which  the  case  requires;  and  that  you 
will  immediately  inform  me,  or  the  naval  forces  of 
the  U.  S.  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  of  any 
departure  from  this  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the 
Algerines,  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge*  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  corrected  forthwith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WM  SHALER. 

Consul  general  of  the  U.  S.  in  Barbary. 
To  the  consul  of  the  U,  S. 
at  Gibraltar. 

Gibraltar,  May,  23. — H.  M.  S.  Tagus,  arrived  in 
this  bay  on  the  l7th  inst.  from  Alexandria,  Egypt, 
having  on  board  two  sons  of  the  emperor  of  Mor- 
rocco,  with  their  suit,  returning  from  a pilgrimage 
to  Mecca.  The  Tagus  sailed  this  day  for  Tangiers 
where  their  highnesses  will  disembark. 

WEST  IXBIB3. 

A vessel  recently  arrived  at  Matanzas  from  the 
Af  ican  coast,  with  150  negroes — she  had  lost  50  on 
the  passage.  Will  not  God  hold  the  traders  re- 
sponsible for  the  MURDER  of  those  fifty  persons? 

RAXTr. 

The  following  regulation  re.specting  political 
rights,  has  been  added  to  the  38th  article  of  th« 
constitution,  by  a decree  issued  in  the  beginning  of 
February: — 

“A  white  man  who  rr  rries  a woman  of  Hayti, 
becomes  a citizen,  and  after  a residence  of  one  year 
and  a day,  is  elegible  to  all  offices,  and  may  be- 
come a proprietor  on  the  island;  a white  woman 
marrying  an  inhabitant  of  ilayvi  becomes  a female 
citizen  of  Hayti. 

“A  white  man  of  any  part  of  the  world,  maiTying 
a negress  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  may  come, 
to  the  territory  of  the  republic.  On  his  arrival  the 
expenses  of  his  voyage- shall  be  paid  him.  This 
regulation  is  applicable  to  both  sexes. 

By  a decree  of  the  month  of  February,  the  tie.cl- 
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mal  system  is  adopted  for  the  coin.  It  is  said  that 
the  decimal  almanac  will  be'^  introduced,  and  that 
only  the  names  to  the  months  chosen  to  the  French 
republic  will  be  changed  for  others,  suitable  to  the 
climate  of  the  country. 

It  is  reported  that  “king  Henry,”  with  the  most 
of  his  army,  was  on  his  march  towards  Port  au 
Prince  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  “republi- 
can” president  Boyer,  who  was  prepared  to  receive 
liis  majesty,  and  expected  to  give  him  a hearty 
drubbing. 

BHITISH  AMEHICA. 

Some  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  safe- 
ty of  Halifax  in  consequence  ofCan  awful  conflagra- 
tion in  the  woods  adjacent,  which  had  Ijjeen  burning 
several  days, 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Admiral  Brion  has  notified  the  governor  of  St. 
Thomas’  that  Cumana,  Laguira,  and  all  the  other 
ports  of  the  Main,  in  possession  of  the  royalists, 
are  in  a state  of  blockade. 

A Spanish  brig,  the  Manuel,  of  12  guns  and  35 
men,  with  a valuable  cargo,  lately  blew  up  in  a 
battle  she  had  with  a patriot  privateer,  near  Puer- 
to Cabello — eight  of  her  crew  were  saved. 

A small  vessel,  under  very  suspicious  circtim- 
stances,  was  lately  scuttled  and  sunk,  in  Jekyl 
Sound,  with  a prob.able  view  of  raising  her  hereaf^ 
ter.  It  seems  that  she  was  a privateer,  or  rather  a 
pirate,  under  commission  from  McGregor,  which 
had  robbed  a Spanish  ship  from  Spain  for  Cuba, 
wivli  200  pas.sengers  on  board,  of  every  thing  va- 
luable, even  stripping  the  women  and  children. — 
After  this  she  was  met  by  the  Buenos  Ayrean  brig 
San  Martin,  capt,  Stafford,  who  seized  upon  and 
treated  her  as  a pirate,  putting  a prize  crew  on , 
b.oard,  &c.  But  the  pirates  left  on  board  rose  up-, 
on  theorize  crew,  secured  them  and  bore  away  for 
the  United  States— arrived  off  Jekyl,  landed  and 
concealed  what  property  remained,  scuttled  the 
vessel,  and  having  armed  themselves,  left  her. — 
Our  naval  officers  on  the  soutliern  coast  are  attend- 
ing to  the  affair  in  searching  for  the  villains,  and 
intend  to  rai^e  the  vessel. 

We  regret  to  observe,  because  it  injures  the  pa- 
triot cause,  that  the  West  India  seas  appear  to  be 
filled  with  pirates  under  the  independent  flag,  who 
rob  ships  of  all  nations. 

J\iew-Yovk,  Jv!y  29. — The  captains  oftwo armed 
corvettes  laying  in  the  North  River,  ready  for  sea, 
hound  to  Buenos  Ayres,  having  been  arrested,  un- 
der a suspicion  that  they  were  about  to  violate  the 
neutral  regulation.s  of  the  United  States,  were  yes- 
iterday  brought  before  judge  Livingston,  and  after 
a fiill  examination,  we  understand,  were  fully  ac- 
quitted of  any  illegal  pro''-,eeding.s,  and  ordered  to 
be  set.  at  Hbcrty. 

r.,\ST  TSTUVS. 

J\'ubobs  ill  India.  No  man  can  read  the  following 
wilhuut  entering  upon  a mental  calculation  to  as- 
certain how  many  persons  are  starved  to  deat!^, 
flow  many  murdered, bow  many  robbed,  Sec.  to  sup- 
port sucii  ponqi  and  pawde: 

k.vtract  of  a letter  from  a British  ofacer,  written 
on  the  Jumna,  Oct.  21,  1817. 

“The  Vv  jiole  of  the  .•irmy  now  in  the  field  consists 
of  10  divisions,  each  of  about  10  000  men.  We  are 
advancing  from  the  three  pre.sidencies  towanls  the 
s:vne  point  with  the  finest  army  ever  perhaps  Iieard 
of  in  .iiuiia.  'fhe  goverimr  general  is  with  our  di- 
vision,  wiiich  i.s  about  13,000  strong,  witli  .sixty 
pieces  of  c.annou.  'fhe  cr.mp  fi/i!owcrs  of  this  di- 
vishm  alone  amount  to  6r,0U0.  For  the  carriage 
of  the  baggage  of  our  regiment,  we  have  dS  ele- 


phants and  400  camels;  every  elephant  has  two 
keepers,  and  every  two  camels  one.  Of  us  there 
are  thirty  seven  officers  present,  among  whom  are 
810  servants;  every  horse  in  the  regiment  has  two 
attendants,  one  as  a groom,  the  other  to  provide 
grass;  these  alone  amount  to  1400,  besides  120  for 
the  mess,  and  900  for  the  Bazaar  to  supply  the  pro- 
visions; in  all,  for  our  regiment  alone,  about  3,500 
followers,  besides  th^ir  wives,  children,  &c. 

The  marquis  of  Hastings  travels  in  a most  prince- 
ly style;  he  has  150  elephants,  and  400  camels,  be- 
side state  elephants  splendidly  accoutred,  having 
superb  solid  silver  howders  or  castles  on  their 
backs.  There  are  now  actually  36  rajahs  and  in- 
dependent chieflians  of  various  rank  on  their  way 
to  pay  their  respects  to  the  marquis.  Some  of 
them  indeed  are  already  in  camp.  The  governor 
general,  in  fact,  is  now  as  great  a man  as  ever  the 
great  Mogul  was.” 


CHRONICLE. 

Gen.  Harrison  has  announced  that  he  will  not  be 
a candidate  for  congress  at  the  next  election. 

The  President  frigate,  being  found  “rotten”  is 
breaking  up  at  Portsmouth,  England.  The  Fede- 
ral Republican  says — “We  would  simply  enquire 
of  sage  connossieurs  in  **defective  timbers,”  (to 
use  a favorite  expression  of  captain  Hacres)  if  it 
required  two  44’s  and  a 38  gun  ship  to  capture  a 
a solitary  *‘rotten”  American  frigate,  how  many 
would  it  take  to  do  same  thinsc  a soumj  one?** 

Banking.  Joseph  Ellicott  has  been  appointed 
president  of  the  bank  of  Niagara,  N.  Y.  vice  Isaac 
Kibbe,  “removed.” 

Connecticut.  The  republican  majority  in  the 
state  convention,  is  said  to  be  30,  or  upwards. 

Four  sea-serpents  have  been  seen  in  Gloucester 
harbor,  AJass,  The  largest  appeared  to  be  about 
100  and  the  others  50  feet  long.  The  fish  were 
exceedingly  alarmed,  frequently  springing  out  of 
t!;e  water,  but  in  vain. 

Tlie  existence  of  those  animals,  so  long  deemed 
fabulous,  now  seems  to  be  ascertained. 

76,300  dollars  were  sub.scribed  at  Charleston  for 
building  a steam-boat  to  navigate  the  Congaree 
and  Santee  rivers—only  30,000  were  wanted. 

The  roTATOE.  From  the  JJelaxvare  Watchman.  Dr. 
Baldwin,  late  surgeon  of  the  frigate  Congress,  has 
decided  the  controversy  respecting  the  habitat  of 
the  potatoe,  Solanum  Tuberosum.  He  found  this 
vegetable  growing  abundantly  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Rio  de  k Plata,  in  wild  uncultivated  situations, 
unknown  to  the  inhabitants,  who  do  not  even  cul  - 
tivate  this  valuable  plant,  now  so  generally  attend- 
ed to  in  most  parts  ofthe  civilized  world. 

It  is  found  growiijg  among  the  rocks  on  Monte 
Video,  and  in  the  vicinities  of  Maldenado,  in  the 
sand  hills  on  the  river  s!;ore,  as  well  as  in  low 
moist  situations,  near  streams  of  water.  The  lar- 
gest tubers  were  not  more  than  half  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter. 

Iwndon,  June  5.—The  Royal  Edward,  ofL'ver- 
pooi,  and  tlie  brig  Jessey,  of  Ayr,  bound  to  North 
A'.nrrica,  sailed  a short  time  ago  from  Belfast,  with 
467  einig-ant  passctigers  on  board.  Both  vessels 
were,  a ic.v  hours  afterwards,  detained  and  sent 
into  the  above  port,  by  his  majesty’s  ship  Muline, 
I'itc  detention  of  these  si'.ips  was  in  consequence  of 
Lbeir  liayiug  a greater  number  of  passengers  on 
board  than  allowed  by  act  of  parliament,  and  not 
having  twelve  weeks’ provision  on  board  for  each 
passenger,  which  renders  the  masters  and  ovvneri^ 
liable  to  pcTiulties  amounting  to  5000/. 


“STLiE^ iVEB KLf  REGISTER. 

New  No.  24~Vol.  II  ] BALTIMORE,  AUG.  8,  1818.  [No.  24--Voe  XIV.  whoe*  No.  S62 


THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — POR  THE  FOTUHE. 


PHIKTEB  AiffB  PUHLISHEB  BY  H.  WILES,  AT  #5  PER  AWWUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADTANCE. 


French  Emigrants. 

Among  tlife  splendid  fooleries  which  have  at  times 
amused  a portion  of  the  American  people,  as  well 
as  their  representatives  in  congress,  was  that  of 
granting,  on  most  favorable  terms  to  certain  emi- 
grants from  France,  a large  tract  of  land  in  the 
Alabama  territory,  to  eneourage  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olivet  passed  the  3rd  of  March  1817. 

This  tract  contains  92,000  acres,  and  was  sold 
at  %2  per  acre,  payable  without  interest,  in  14 
years— in  truth,  much  better  than  a mere  gratuity  of 
so  much  land  considering  the  license  of  selection, 
and  which  could  not,  at  this  time,  probably  be 
puroliased  of  the  proprietors  for  less  than  two  mil 
lions  of  dollars.  MTiat  was  honestly  intended  as  a 
common  benefit  to  a number  of  unfortunate  persons, 
is  understood  to  have  immediately  centred,  like 
banking,  into  the  benefit  of  a few;  and  I am  told  that 
one  man’s  gams  by  this  speculation  are  estimated 
at  from  500,000  to  a million  of  dollars. 

The  act  of  congress  by  which  this  grant  was 
made,  contains  many  provisions  to  prevent  the  pub- 
lic munificence  from  being  converted  into  a private 
monopoly.  And  one  of  our  objects  in  referring  to 
it  is,  to  excite  some  member  of  congress  to  a rigid 
enquiry  to  ascertain  if  the  letter  of  the  law  has 
been  satisfied,  seeing  that  its  spirit  has  been  violat- 
ed—in  order  to  a reclamation  of  the  immunit'  - 
granted,  if  justice  requires  it. 

So  much,  indeed,  has  the  beneficence  of  congress 
been  abused,  that  two  or  three  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  members  told  me,  when  at  Wash- 
ington last  winter,  that  there  was  nothing  against 
which  they  should  hereafter  be  so  much  upon  there 
guard  as  those  acts  called  liberal — and  one  of  them 
observed,  he  never  had  voted  for  any  law  that  was 
intended  by  him  us  an  advantage  to  a class  of  peo 
pie,  which  he  had  not  sincerely  repented  of— be- 
cause the  advantages  designed  for  all  had  uniformly 
been  perverted  to  the  benefit  of  a few  scheeming 
individuals;  and  he  instanced  a series  of specidaiions 
— “too  tedious  to  mention.”  It  was  the  abuse  of 
the  Alabama  grant  that  caused  the  rejection  of  the 
petition  of  the  Irish  emigrant  associations  for  the 
laying  off  of  a tract  of  land  in  the  Illinois,  though 
every  body  felt  satisfied  that  their  design  was  an 
honest  one. 

By  the  way,  however,  I very  much  question  the 
policy  of  any  act  of  government  that  has  a tendency 
to  introduce  and  keep  up  am,ongst  us  s foreign  na 
tional  language  or  dialect,  manners  or  character,  as 
every  large  and  compact  settlement  of  emigrants 
from  any  particular  country,  must  necessarily  oc- 
casion. Though  some  have  seemed  almost  ready 
to  quarrel  with  me  for  the  often-repeated  asser- 
tion, 1 still  assert  and  will  maintain  it,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales  are  yet  wretchedly  defici- 
ent of  a NATIONAL  CHAKACTEn,  tbough  it  is  rapidly 
forming,  and  in  a short  time  will  be  as  the  van- 
guard of  the  NATIONAL  STHENGTH.  Its  pfogress, 
however,  is  retarded  by  the  influx  of  foreigners, 
with  manners  and  prejudices  favorable  to  a state 
of  things  repugnant  to  our  rules  and  notions  of 
right.  Since  few  enlightened  men  may  be  called 
citizens  of  the  -world, — but  most  men’s  ideas  are 
narrowed  to  the  spot  or  country,  with  its  habits  of 
Vor,  XIV. — -ff. 


thinking  and  of  acting,  where  they  received 
their  education,  v/hich  it  requires  at  least  thp 
mixture  of  a generation  to  remove.  These  preju-^ 
dices  extend  as  well  to  the  religious  aS  to  the  poli- 
tical supremacy  of  certain  poor,  weak  and  miserable 
individuals;  and  Considerably  prevent  an  exercise  of 
the  right  which  man  has  to  worship  Gob  after  the 
dictates  of  hia  own  heart,  and  are  at  open  war  with 
the  power  that  he  has,  in  its  liberal  sense,  to  manage 
all  his  own  concerns  in  his  own  w^ay.  To  lessen  the 
force  of  prejudices  so  hostile  to  our  free  institutions^ 
it  is  important  that  those  subject  to  them  should 
be  cast  into  the  common  stock  of  the  peopte;  in 
which,  if  they  do  not  get  more  expanded  ideas  and 
fall  in  with  the  general  habits  of  the  nation  of  which 
they  are  members,  their  scattered  condition  will 
measurably  forbid  them  from  retarding  the  growth 
of  a general  feeling— or  at  least,  prevent  a powerful 
action  against  it.  These  remarks  might  be  illus^ 
trated  by  many  well  known  examples;  blit  the  cass5 
does  not  require  It  at  present,  and  \voUld  be  to 
travel  from  the  point  that  is  now  aimed  at.  I am  no-^ 
torioubly  the  friend  of  all  per-sons  seeking  happi-> 
ness  in  this  land  of  liberty,  and  designing  to  lay 
their  bones  amongst  us;  and  would  afford  tothena 
every  facility  that  they  may  become  Americans^ 
indeed — but  it  is  only  upon  the  condition  of  their 
becoming  so  that  I wish  the  presence  of  any;  and  1 
most  sincerely  despise  th.e  creature  that,  rioting 
ifi  Ids  ease  possessed  here,  adheres  to  those  insti-^ 
tutions  which  drove  him  trom  his  Country.  If  ainy 
love  a king  better  than  freedom,  let  them  lick  hi^ 
feet“a«  home^^  as  long  as  his  majesty  will  conde- 
send  to  suffer  it — but  it  is  knavery,  or  folly,  in  a 
man  who  voluntarily  takes  up  his  abode  in  Americas, 
this  “despicable  country,”  to’^be  always  telling  us 
of  the  roast  beef  and  happiness  that  he  left;^  and 
it  ought  to  be  resented  by  advising  him  to  go  bacte 
again  as  quickly  as  possible — adding,  that  we  will 
cheerfully  part  with  him. 

Well,  the  speculation  being  completed,  in  the 
selection  of  the  most  eligible  spot,  perhaps,  on  the 
Tombeckbee  for  a to7on,  a few  Frenchmen  went  off 
to  secure  the  possession — the  chief  part  of  the  pe- 
titioners, it  is  presumed,  for  a very  STuall  gratuity^ 
relinquished  their  claims  to  the  heads  of  the  pro- 
ject, and  some  of  those  chiefs,  having  realized  their* 
profit  in  this,  have  started  upon  another  specula- 
tion. Gen.  H.  Lallemand  and  certain  associates^ 
in  numbers  unknown,  and  for  purposes  not  yet 
understood,  have  seized  upon  a part  of  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Texas,  which  is  Giaimed  by  the  United 
States  as  apart  of  Louisiana,  as  purchased  of  Franco 
and  as  ceded  to  France  by  Spain.  The  settlement 
is  on  the  river  Trinity,  about  12  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  20  from  famous  Galvezton.  The  party 
which  first  arrived  there  in  April  last  were  said  to 
be  120  strong — report  adds  that  they  haVe  since 
been  joined  by  many  others,  have  erected  military 
works,  mounted  cannon,  &c.  The  foilovving  arc 
the  only  official  articles  we  have  yet  seen  about 
this  new  establishment: 

lieply  to  u letter  from  J\'atchiloches,  published  in  the 
Louisiana  Gazette,  of  the  31«^  Marclu 

The  French  colonisis,  who  have  gone  to  settle 
on  the  river  Trinity,  had  no  other  object  than  the 
choice  of  productive  lands,  whes’e  they  might  pro- 
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cure  laborers  and  cattle  at  low  prices,  and  from 
which  they  might  derive  a prompt  and  produc  ive 
revenue.  They  look  for  those  advantages  which 
are  to  be  derived  from  a rich  soil,  by  active,  labo- 
rious men: — they  have  no  other  wish  than  to  culti- 
vate tliem  and  to  enjoy  the  tranquility  necessary  to 
such  an  establishment  They  have  no  connection 
with  any  assemblage  that  has  heretofore  taken 
place  i!i  those  parts,  and  will  never  engage  either 
in  privateering  or  smuggling,  nor  in  any  other  oc- 
cupiLii.m  that  might  render  them  a subject  of  dis- 
quiet to  any  people. 

Signed,  H.  LALLEMAND. 

. Orleans^  April  1, 1818 

[Translated  for  the  Democratic  Press] 

Camp  IPAtVe,  proxnnce  of  Texasy  JMuyW^  1818. 

Reunited  by  a series  of  the  same  calamities 
wliich  have  torn  us  from  our  homes,  and  scattered 
us  suddenly  in  different  countries,  we  have  resolv- 
ed to  seek  an  asylum,  where  we  may  be  able  to  re- 
call our  misfortunes,  that  we  may  draw  from  them 
useful  lessons. 

A vast  country  presents  itself  to  us:  a country 
abandoned  by  civilized  men,  where  is  only  to  be 
seen,  some  points  occupied,  or  traversed  by  Indian  , 
tribes,  who  contented  with  the  chase  leave  with- 
out  cultivation,  a territory  as  fertile  as  extended. 
In  the  adversity  of  which  we  boast,  far  from  its 
humbling  our  spirit,  we  exercise  the  first  right 
granted  to  tpan,  by  the  Author  of  nature,  in  estab- 
lishing ourselves  on  this  land,  to  fertilise  it  by  our 
labors,  and  to  demand  from  it  the  products  it 
never  refuses  to  perseverance. 

We  attack  no  one;  we  have  no  hostile  intentions. 
We  ask  peace  and  friendship  with  all  who  surround 
us;  and  will  be  grateful  for  the  kindness,  which 
will  be  extended  tons.  We  will  respect  the  reli- 
gion, the  laws,  the  manners,  and  the  usages  of  ci- 
vilized nations.  We  will  respect  the  independence, 
the  customs,  the  mode  of  life  of  the  Indian  nations, 
w’hom  we  will  not  restrain  either  in  their  hunting, 
or  in  ahy  other  point  of  their  existence. 

We  will  maintain  with  all  those,  to  whom  it  will 
be  expedient,  social  relations,  and  good  neighbor- 
hood, as  well  as  commercial  pursuits. 

Our  deportment  will  be  peaceful,  active  and  la- 
borious; we  will  be  useful  to  the  extent  of  our  pow- 
er; and  will  render  good  for  good. 

But  ifit  be  possible,  that  our  situation  be  not 
respected,  and  that  persecution  may  follow  us  to 
the  deserts  where  we  have  sought  a retreat,  we 
a«k  it  of  all  reasonable  men;  what  defence  would 
have  been  ever  more  legitimate  than  ours?  It  will 
be  that  of  the  mfst  entire  devotion.  Our  rcsolu 
lion  is  taken  before  hand.  We  have  arms.  The 
care  of  our  preservation,  has  imposed  it  o^ji^us,  to 
fuvnisli  ourselves  with  thejn,  as  men  in  our  siiua 
tion  always  have  done.  The  land,  on  which  we 
have  placed  ourselves,  will  behold  us  prosper  or 
bravely  die.  There  we  will  live  honorably  and 
free,  or  will  find  our  tomb;  and  just  men,  will  grant 
a testimony  of  esteem  to  our  memory.  But  we 
have  aright  to  look  for  a more  happy  result;  and 
our  first  care  ought  to  be,  to  merit  the  general 
assent,  in  tracing  the  simple  regulations,  which  will 
be  a guarantee  of  our  dispositions. 

We  will  name  the  place,  where  our  colony  is  si 
tuated,  Champ  D’Azile. 

This  denomination,  in  recalling  to  us  our  rever- 
ses, will  also  recall  the  necessity  of  fixing  our  des- 
tiny;  of  setti)  g up  anew  our  household  gods;  in  a 
word  of  creating  a new  country. 

The  colony,  essentially  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, will  be  military  for  its  preservation. 


It  will  be  divided  into  cohorts: 

Each  cohort  will  have  a chief,  who  will  be  re- 
quired to  keep  a register  of  the  persons  who  com- 
pose it,  and  to  preserve  it  in  order. 

A general  register,  formed  from  that  of  the  co- 
horts, will  be  kept  by  the  direction  of  the  colony. 

The  cohorts  will  be  collected  in  the  same  place, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  protected  from  insult; 
and  that  each  one  may  live  tranquilly  under  the 
protection  of  all. 

A colonial  code  shall  forthwith  be  made,  to  gua- 
rantee safety  and  property;  to  prevent  a-ad  repress 
wrongs;  to  secure  the  peace  of  just  men,  and  to 
curb  the  evil  intentions  of  the  wicked. 

little  time  will  develope  the  real  object  of 
those  persons --though  we  are  not  afraid  that  they 
will  conquer  the  United  States,  as  some  seem  al- 
most to  apprehend,  a little  watching  of  their  move 
ment  may  save  us  much  trouble  hereafter. 


The  late  War. 

Every  reader  of  the  heoisteb  will  remember 
that  during  the  late  war,  we  always  treated  the 
heads  of  the  *‘peace  party”  as  not  only  having  been 
the  authors  of  that  war,  but  as  being  the  real  cause 
ofits  cominuance;  the  first  we  think,  also,  was  abun- 
dant ly/>rot)e<?  by  documentary  testimony  brought 
forward  in  this  work.  Upon  a frequent  and  care- 
ful review  of  what  we  then  said -of  the  principles 
which  got  up  the  HAnTFonn  convewtios-,  and  final- 
ly died  the  death  of  a sinner  at  that  renowned  city, 
we  have  always  felt  its  accuracy,  and  compliment- 
ed ourselves  with  the  belief  that  history  would  so 
record  the  facts  that  belonged  to  the  origin  and 
progress  of  our  short  but  memorable  contest  with 
Great  Britain,  and  her  allies. 

The  numerous  war  memorials  to  congress,  Swr. 
of  the  subsequent  “peace  party,’*  goading  and  al- 
most “kicking”  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  battle,  are  in  the  archives  of  government  and 
cannot  be  disputed  or  denied;  but  that  the  same 
party  desired  a continuance  of  war  rested,  and 
rests,  rather  upon  presumption  than  positive  evi- 
dence, founded  upon  the  actions  and  words  of  the 
leading  men  of  that  party, — of  which  rightful  re- 
cord has  been  made  in  the  volumes  of  the  register. 
The  article  below,  when  to  it  we  add  the  recollec- 
tion that  certain  men  ahvays  rejoiced  at  the  disas- 
ters of  their  country,  whilst  grave  senators  pro- 
nounced it  “immoral  and  irreligious”  [heaven  bless 
the  mark!]  to  be  glad  at  our  victories,  affords  us 
strong  additional  proof  that  such  presumption  was 
just — for  no  one,  more  fully  then  the  editor  of 
the  New  York  Evening  Post,  was  invested  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  wishes  and  power  of  that  party. 

IVe  have  always  separated  (on  some  questions, 
however,  with  great  difficulty)  the  body  of  the  “fe- 
deral” party  so  called,  from  the  Hartford  Convention- 
ists;  but  foreigners  cannot  comprehend  the  nice 
distinctions  which  may  have  appertained  to  the 
case,  and  unwarrantably  speak  ofthat  as  a“/acfioa,” 
which  was  the  faction  of  a party  of  the  people,  not 
the  party  itself.  But  the  party  is  liable  to  censure 
for  having  looked  passively  at  the  stupid  doings  of 
a faction  among,  themselves,  instead  of  obeying  the 
voice  of  Washirotos  “by  frowming  indignantly” 
upon  its  proceedings,  and  looking  it  into  the  deep 
contempt  it  deserved. 

■\Ve  ever  believed  what  the  editor  of  the  Even- 
ing Post,  says.  If  the  /mrfy  which  the  Englishman, 
calls  the  * federal  Jaction,**  had  fkirly  rallied  round 
the  unfurled  flag  of  their  country,  Canada,  no 
doubt,  would  have  fallen  in  or  before  the  spring 
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of  181%  and  the  vast  waste  of  human  life  on  the 
frontiers,  with  a great  expenditure  of  money,  have 
been  avoided, — and  our  sea  coasts  have  been  less 
vexed  than  they  were,  because  the  regular  force 
of  the  United  States  might  have  been  appropriat« 
ed  to  their  defence. 

rnoM  THK  wATroTs At  i?JTEttrGi:wctTi. 

A publication  has  issued,  it  appears,  from  the 
press  of  Oram  and  Molt,  reprinted  from  a Quebec 
edition,  and  consisting  of  335  pages,  entitled,  “The 
*‘miiiiary  and  naval  operations  in  the  Canadas, 
‘^during  the  late  war  with  the  United  States,  in- 
‘cluding,  also,  the  political  history  of  Lower  Cana- 
“da,  during  the  administration  of  sir  .Tames  Craig 
“and  sir  George  Prevost,  from  the  year  1807  until 
“the  year  1815,  by  Robert  C'.ristie,  esquire.” 

On  the  merits  and  tone  of  this  work,  the  Evening 
Post  tuakes  some  very  just  and  national  remarks; 
among  which  we  find  the  following:  Having  occa- 

**sion  to  speak  of  the  federal  party,  he  f the  -writer  j 
*'dues  not  scruple,  in  fa-getfalness  of  -what  -was  due 
decortim  and  to  himseif  as  a gentleman,  to  use  the 
opprobrious  terms,  federal  faction — it  might  hate 
**occurred  to  a man  as  well  infor/ned  as  he,  that  if  that 
“faction  had  approved  of  the  war,  and  could  conscien- 
*HiousJy  have  lent  their  hordi  d heart  and  hand  to  car- 
**ry  it  on,  his  boasted  Canadas  lOottld  hardly  have  op- 
**posed  an  effectual  barrier  to  our  arms:  we  had  only 
**to  have  matched  to  their  shores,  and  they  would  hate 
**been  ours.  Whether  this  is  sober  truth  or  only  a ri- 
**diculous  gasconade,  time,  perhaps,  will  show.^* 

This  is  one  of  the  most  frank  declarations  that 
We  remember  to  have  seen;  and  it  appears  to  Us, 
admits  against  the  policy  of  the  federal  party  as 
much  as  has  ever  been  said  in  reprobation  of  it  by 
its  most  violent  opponents.  The  spirit  of  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  Post  is  excellent;  hut  in  its  very  dis- 
play makes  us  regret  the  deliberate  and  now-avow- 
ed repression  of  the  same  spirit  w’nen  public  exi- 
gency and  patriotic  feeling  should  have  called  it 
forth.  The  greater  the  error,  however,  the  greater 
the  ingenuousness  of  thus  acknowledging  it* 


Blessings  of  Legitimacy. 

The  word  “legitimacy”  has  been  so  grossly  abus- 
ed by  tlie  lawless  oppressors  of  man  in  Europe,  and 
so  hacknied  in  ridicule  of  their  preposterous  pro- 
ceedings, that  we  never  see  it  in  print  without  a 
shuddering  apprehension  that  it  refers  to  some, 
thing  unjust.  But  on  the  present  occasion  we 
me  m to  use  the  term  in  its  legitimate  meaning. 

In  our  retired  moments,  when  in  the  mind's  eye 
We  discern  the  present  and  probable  condition  of 
the  United  States,  if  the  people  by  eternal  vigi 
lance  preserve  their  freedom,  and  the  heart  ex- 
ults because  man  stands  erect,  having  trampled 
under  his  feet  the  chains  of  a tyrant,  well  may  the 
soul  be  bowed  in  awful  homage  and  lively  gratitude 
before  the  OmsipoiInt — beseeching  a continuance 
of  his  blessings  on  this  republic  “to  the  thousandth 
and  thousandth  generation,”  and  entreating  that  in 
possession  of  the  mighty  power  it  is  destined 
to  wield,  it  may  not  forget  right:  prompt  to  re- 
sist, but  fearful  to  do  a wrong. 

The  freedom  of  opinion  in  America,  often  pro- 
vokes the  scandal  of  those  who  speak  us  the  master 
directs.  This  is  as  natural  as  that  JMilton^s  devil 
should  have  hated  the  heaven  he  could  not  enjoy 
— vice,  from  its  principle,  is  essentially  tlie  enemy 
of  virtue;  so  monarchs  and  monarchists  and  state- 
J>riests,'SLre  the  enemies  of  civil  and  religious  free- 


dom.  In  the  success  of  that  enmity  i'i  the  cont- 
nuance  of  their  own  illegitimiite  power. 

The  two  following  articles  are  from  late  London 
papers.'  They  stink  of  an  established  church:  / 

“A  New  Vork  paper  mentions  the  rejectior.  of  an 
attempt  made  in  the  American  house  of  representa- 
tives, to  violate  the  Sabbath  by  holding  sittings  on 
that  day.  We  are  not  surprised  that  aninclii  arion 
has  appeared  in  America  to  instate  the  national  con- 
vention of  France.  The  barbarities  of  that  band  of 
ruffians  do  not  prevent  many  in  England  and  Ame- 
rica from  wishing  to  see  a revival  of  tiieir  practices. 
To  such  persons  nothing  can  be  more  oiFensive 
than  the  benevolence  and  the  wisdom,  which  have 
provided  a day  of  rest  for  the  miixls  and  bodies  of 
men,  and  for  the  bodies  of  creatures  that  are  use- 
ful to  them.” 

“America  is  “the  land  of  public  felicity;”  the 
rights  of  conscience  exist  there  uncontrolled,  and 
Atheists  as  well  as  Christians  can  publicly  boast 
of  their  opinions  at  noonday.  Indeed,  the  number  of 
Atheists  and  the  contempt  of  religion  in  America  ex^ 
ceed  belief 

We  shall  not  condescend  to  refute  such  slanders. 
The  prince  regent  is  the  head  of  the  church!— the 
duke  of  York  is  presiding  officer  of  the  bible  so- 
ciety!! and  has  been  complimented  by  a bishop  on 
his  morality!!!  This  is  enough.  But  we  defy  all 
England  to  furnish  us  a case  like  that  recorded  in 
the  article  below:  we  produce  it  in  testimony  of 
the  extent  of  French  infiuence^^  [the  old  raw- 
head-and-bloody  bones  of  civil  and  religious  con- 
spirators against  man’s  happiness]  in  the  United 
States — venturing  to  assert  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Samp- 
son is  as  legitimate  a priest  of  the  Most  High,  as 
any  ever  made  by  the  arclibishop  of  Canterbury, 
or  any  other  state  priest  that  ever  existed,  in  any 
part  of  the  world — and  our  ground  for  this  opinion 
is, — —the  people  love  him* 

From  the  Brattleborongh  Reporter,  of  July  2S. 

0;>  Friday  and  Saturday  the  3d  and  4th  inst.  the 
Rev.  Hollis  Sampson  of  Wilmington,  began  to  make 
some  movements  about  building  a barn.  On  Mon- 
day following,  some  part  of  the  tiiuber,  unhewed, 
w''as  drawm  to  the  place  intended  for  framing--tlie 
people  passing  and  repassing,  observ-  d the  move- 
ment, Circulated  the  intelligence,  and  without  any 
other  notification  or  invitation,  came  together  on 
Tuesday  morning  with  oxen,  axes,  and  framing 
tools,  and  on  Wednesday  at  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
a barn  30  feet  long  and  20  broad,  well  timbered, 
stood  upon  a good  stone  underpinning  wfiich  vras 
foup’or  five  feet  high;  under  one  side  of  the  barn 
the  stone  work,  however,  was  not  wholly  done,  but 
the  next  Tuesday  was  mentioned  as  a day  to  cover 
the  barn  and  complete  the  underpinning.  Accord* 
ingly  on  Tuesday  the  14ih,  the  people  Came  toge- 
ther; little  was  done  till  afternoon,  but  by  about 
sunset  the  bam  was  completely  covered,  roof  and 
sides;  the  stages  taken  down,  and  all  was  completed 
except  doors  and  vvindow.s.  It, was  then  started  by 
some  one,  that  it  was  just  the  beginning  of  hay- 
time, and  the  barn  would  want  something  in  it— 
Several  loads  of  hay  were  imayediatdy  offered, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  circulate  the  knowledge  of 
this  thing  around  the  people,  and  that  every  one 
that  felt  able  and  willing  should  in  the  course  of 
the  hay- season  bring  a small  load  and  see  if  they 
could  not  fill  it.  How  this  will  succeed  we  cannot 
certainly  predict,  but  judging  from  what  is  past 
we  may  presume  that  Mr.  vSampson  will  have  a 
good  s'rpply  of  hay. 
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Rag  Manufactures — Various. 

JVeiu  -wares  for  the  three  last  loeeks!  I'wenty  dol- 
lar notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Nolhern  Liberties,  Phi 
ladelphia,  well  executed  and  in  large  quantities. — 
It  is  advised  that  persons  altogether  refuse  to  re- 
ceive 20^  botes  of  this  bank. 

The  detection  of  four  gentlemen  at  Lancaster, 
Penn,  for  passing  counterfeit  notes.  They  appear 
to  have  had  a large  stock  on  hand. 

Three  dollar  bills  of  the  Lancaster,  O.  bank,  very 
handsonaely  converted  into  fifties.  The  person 
who  was  detected  in  passing  one  of  those  notes  is 
said  to  have  had  many  fifty  dollar  notes  on  differ- 
ent banks  in  Baltimore,  which  were  supposed  to 
have  been  in  like  manner  altered. 

Three  persons  taken  up  and  committed  to  pri- 
son it)  Tennessee  for  passing  counterfeit  notes  of 
the  TJrbanna  banking  company^  and  the  Miami  ex- 
porting company^  of  Ohio — and  of  the  Chambersburg 
bank,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  thought  to  be  new 
hands  at  the  business,  for  they  conducted  them- 
selves very  aukwardly — but  their  stock  in  trade  loas. 
extensive, 

A late  emission  of  counterfeit  three  dollar  notes 
of  the  Farmers  bank  of  Delaware,  detected  at  Lan- 
caster, Penn. 

A great  many  good  imitations  of  the  five  dollar  bills 
of  the  Marine  bank  of  JialtimorCy  are  in  circulation. 
The  people  had  better  refuse  to  receive  any  bills 
of  this  bank,  of  five  dollars,  for  the  present.  They 
.should  also  carefully  examine  those  of  ^10,  issued 
by  this  bank. 

Gounterfeits  of  Jacob  Barker^s  bank,  for  five  dol- 
lars, detected  in  Connecticut,  and  supposed  to  be 
manufactured  in  that  state. 

The  conviction  and  confinement  of  three  persons 
at  Troy,  N.  Y.  for  dealing  in  counterfeit  money — 2 
of  them  for  14  years,  at  hard  labor,  and  one  for  8 
years — the  latter  “for  having  counterfeit  money  in 
iiis  possession  with  intention  to  pass  the  same.” 

The  return  of  a police  officer  of  New  York  from 
Canada,  bringing  with  him  thirty  five  plates  for 
manufacturing  bank  notes,  among  them  for  the  fol- 
lowing, lohich  have  not  been  heretofore  particularly 
policed. 

S2  Mechanic's  bank,  New-York, 


Ualtimare,  August  3d,  1818. 
Boston  banks 


50  do.  do. 

3 Manhattan  bank  do. 

2 do.  do. 

1 50  do.  do. 

1 25  City  bank  do. 

2 do. 

3 Bank  of  New-York, 

3 Pittsburg  bank, 

5 Bank  of  Caroline, 

1 Bank  of  Hudson,  payable  in  New-York, 

5 Ontario  bank,  letter  A. 

5 Newark  banking  and  insurance,  N.  J. 

2 Patterson  bank,  N.  J. 

3 Germ.an  bank  of  Wooster,  O. 

I Marine  bank,  Baltimore, 

10  do.  do. 

50  Union  bank,  do. 

3 Farmers  and  mechanics  bank  of  Albany, 
10  Commercial  bank  of  Delaware,  Sic. 

BHAVIXG  OF  NOTES. 

Tlie  follov.dng,  published  in  one  of  our  Baltimore 
newspapers  and  headed  “course  of  exchange,” 
may  be  useful  to  some  of  onr  readers  and  de- 
jerves  preservation  as  a eviriosity.  It  is  a bnlle- 
tin  issued  from  Mr.  Coheids  “lottery  and  ex- 
change  office.” 


1 

la2 

par 

par 

2a3 


do. 

do. 


do. 


JVetu  York. 

City  banks par 

Country 2a5  dis. 

JYew  Jersey. 

Trenton,  Newark  and  Brunswick  . 

Mount  Holly,  Bridgetown  . 

Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia 

Stephen  Girard’s  bank 
Chester,  Easton,  Harrisburg,  Montgo- 
mery, Hulmeville,  Reading  . 

Carlisle,  Chambersburg,  Gettysburg, 

York,  Lancaster,  Columbia  Bridge, 
and  Greencastle  .... 

Pittsburg,  Juniata,  Marietta,  West- 
moreland, Bedford,  Bellefonte, 
Brownville,  he. 

Pelatbare. 

Bank  of  Delaware  . . . . 

Wilmington  and  Brandywine  . 

State  bank  at  Doyer  and  branches 
Laurel  . . , , 

Smyrna  ..... 

Maryland. 

Annapolis  .... 

Frederick  and  Easton  [branches] 

Westminister  .... 

Hagerstown  and  Conococheague 
Bank  of  Caroline  [Denton] 

Havre-de-Grace  .... 

Somerset  and  Worcester 
Bank  of  Somerset 
Elkton  . . 

Port  Deposit  [redeem,  and  unred.] 

District  of  Columbia. 

Washiagton,  Georgetown  & Alexandria 
Merchants  bank  of  Alexandria 
Virginia, 

Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers*  bank 
and  branches  .... 

Bank  of  the  Valley  .... 
Unchartered  banks,  various  . 

Saline  and  Parkersburg 

JVorth  Carolina. 

State  bank  and  branches  . 

Newbern  and  Cape  Pear 

South  Carolina  SJ  Georgia. 

Bank  bills  . . . . 

ICentucky. 

Old  banks  

Ohio. 

Chillicothe,  Cincinnati,  Marietta  . 4aS  do. 
Muskingum,  Urbanna,  Steubenville,  &c.  do. 
Mount  Pleasant,  Montpelier, New-Lis-  5 L,  j 

bon,  St.  Clairsville,  &c.  . . fri“Wdo. 

above  are  the  rates  of  this  day— -before  our 
next  report,  they  may  vary  generally  per  cent,  ex- 
cept those  marked  thus  *,  -which  are  more Jl actuating. 

Oij^The  preceding  was  followed  by  another 
table  shewing  the  course  of  exchange,  from  Waite’s 
office,  which  we  may  ^publish  as  amended,  next 
week,  for  the  public  information — The  discount  is 
generally  lower  than  is  stated  by  Mr.  Cohen. 

MON  ET  market  AT  LEXINGTON,  KT. 

Notes,  received  on  deposit  by  the  Farmers*  and 
Mechanics*  banks  of  Lexington — 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  branches  at  par. 

Utiited  Slates  bank  and  its  branches,  at  do. 
Cincinnati  ! 1-2  per  cent,  discount. 

Old  bank  of  Chillicothe,  do. 

Madison,  Indiana,  do. 


par 


l^a2i  do 


3a5  do. 


1^«2  do.* 
10ul2^  * 
* 

riaio  * 

10 

para  Idis. 

Ua2 

Ha2 

2a2i 

2a2^ 

2a2i 

no  sale 

50a60 

I5a20* 

20o25 

paraldis. 
89  dis. 


paraldis. 

lali  do. 
4al2* 
no  sale 

2a2^  dis. 
2^a3  do. 

2a2^  do. 

4a5  do. 
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Lebanon,  2 per  cent,  discount 

Urbanna, 

do. 

Dayton, 

do. 

Vincennes, 

do. 

Missouri, 

do. 

Virginia, 

do. 

North  Carolina 

state  bank  and  its  branches,  3 per 

cent. 

South  Carolina,  2 per  cent. 

Nashville  and  Knoxville,  Iper  cent,  discount. 


Notes  received  on  deposit  at  the  U.  S branch  bank: 
The  bank  of  Kentucky, 

Branches  of  ditto  at 

Danville, 

Richmond, 

Paris, 

Shelbyville, 

Winchester, 

Louisville, 

Washington, 

Lexington. 

The  Farmers*  and  Mechanics*  bank  of  Lexington, 
The  bank  of  Georgetown. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

The  notes  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Kentucky 
hank  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  the.  bank. 


EKIGRATION  AND  BANKING. 

Among  the  many  causes  of  emigration  from  the 
Atlantic  states  to  the|western,  is  the  banking  sys- 
tern— but  what  the  victims  have  to  expect  from  a 
change  of  residence,  in  this  respect,  is  more  than 
I can  tell;  for  there  are  paper-money-making  esta- 
blishments every  where,*  I expect  to  hear  of  one 
on  the  Rocky  Moimiains,  in  a very  few  years,  if  the 
business  is  not  snubbed  rby  a people  resolved  to  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  robber-bands  of  specu- 
lators; who,  remorseless  as  an  Appenine  banditti, 
are  grasping  at  all  the  wealtli  of  the  country. 

I have  a letter  just  now  received  before  me, 
written  by  a most  worthy  and  respectable  gentle- 
man, and  a resident  of  one  of  our  cities,  who 
says — “I  shall  leave  this  in  a few  weeks  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  the  west  and  southern  coun- 
try, with  a view  to  settle  where  I can  be  more  re- 
tired from  the  busy  scenes  of  mercantile  and  bank- 
ing speculation;  ©r,  in  other  words,  where  there  is 
less  of  swindling  and  fraud — you  will  therefore  di- 
rect my  Register  to  my  friend  at who  will 

attend  to  filing  them,”  Stc.  I have  only  to  add  my 
most  ardent  wishes  that  he  may  find  a spot  so 
much  to  be  desired!  But  the  time  is  at  hand  when 
there  may  be  many  such — the  mania  has  reached 
its  crisis,  and  dissolution  must  soon  take  place. 
Amen. 

BANK  or  THE  UNITED  STATES, — SCKAPS. 

It  does  not  appear  that  much,  if  any,  specie  capi- 
talhas  been  sent  from  or  by  direction  of  the  mo- 
ther bank,  to  either  of  the  branches  west  of  the 
Alleghanies.  Such  capital,  so  far  as  it  extends, 
has  been  chiefly  obtained  by  pressing  the  local 
banks;  and,  as  it  stated,  in  a very  severe  and  un- 
principled manner,  through  certain  agents  and 
officers.  This  conduct  has  excited  great  sensibi- 

*I  have  some  curious  anecdotes  about  stock-note 
making  in  Kentucky,  and  may  bring  them  into  use 
when  opportunity  offers.  The  generous  citizens 
of  that  high-minded  state  will  repent,  as  in  “sack 
cloth  and  ashes,”  the  late  littering  of  banks  there. 


lity  at  C^  illicotbe,  and  the  papers  are  filled  with 
discussions  on  the  subject — Vive  la  phme ! 

TO  THE  press!!  Let  truth  march  forth,  and  the 
people  will  be  saved 

At  Richmond  a considerable  noise  is  made  about 
the  proceedings  of  the  office  there — a public  meet- 
ing was  called  of  the  merchants  “to  take  into 
consideration  the  course  about  to  be  adopted  by 
the  bank  of  the  U.  S.”  Itappears  already  to  have 
the  old  and  respectable  state  banks  of  Virginia 
“under  its  thumb,’*  and  to  squeeze  them  mostun^ 
mercifully.  The  idea  is  to  petition  the  directors 
of  the  mother  bank  for  relief!!  The  city,  it  is  said, 
“cannot  stand  the  threatened  curtailment.**  This 
curtailment  is  probably  caused  by  an  expected 
call  for  some  of  the  people^  s inoney^  which  the  bank 
has  been  speculating  upon,  to  pay  off  a part  of  the 
people’s  debt.* 

(y^/’The  shaving  of  drafts  and  notes  of,  or  on,  each 
ot  her  goes  on  pretty  actively,  at  the  different 
branches.  The  jew -brokerage  is  from  an  half  tb 
two  per  cent,  for  equalizing  the  exchange! 

BANK  or  ENGIAND, 

The  following  account  of  the  bank  of  England, 
taken  from  a late  London  paper,  is  enough  to 
frighten  a thinking  man,  who  sees  that  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  and  the  multiplica- 
tion of  paper  money,  is  producing  similar  eftebts 
in  the  United  States. 

From  the  accounts  just  presented  by  the  bank  of 
England  to  the  house  of  commons,  of  which  the 
following  is  a short  abstract:— -It  appears,  that  the 
amount  of  the  sums  paid  by  the  public  to  the  bank, 
as  a remuneration  for  receiving  the  contributions  on 
loans,  independent  of  the  annual  expense  of  manage- 
ment, from  the  year  1793  to  1816,  inclusive,  is 
397,01 6Z.  7s.  3f/.  That  the  number  of  notes  disco- 
vered by  the  bank  to  have  been  forged  from  1st 
June,  1812,  to  10th  April,  1818,  distinguishing 
those  from  11  to  20?.  and  upwards,  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  one  thousand^  three  hundred  and  sixty  one. 
That  the  total  expense  of  the  prosecutions  for  for- 
geries, or  uttering  forged  notes,  from  1st  March 
1797,  to  1st  April  1818,  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
158,370?.  9s  od.  That  the  nommo?  value  of  the  notes, 
of  which  pavment  was  refused^  from  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1816,  to' 10th  April,  1818,  is  74,760?.  and  Umt 
the  nominal  value  of  forged  notes  paid  by  the  ban^ 
for  the  same  period,  which  was  afterwards  recb- 
vered  on  the  forgeries  being  detected,  amounted 
only  to  75?.  To  shew  the  great;  and  alarming  in- 
crease of  forgeries  of  bank  of  England  notes  since 
the  time  of  the  suspenEmn  of  their  payments  in 
specie,  the  whole  expense  of  their  prosecutions  in 
the  year  1797,  was  only  about  1500?.  while  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  present  year,  it  amounted 
to  the  ehormous  sum  of  nineteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pounds.^  . 


*The  Richmond  En^uibeb,  received  since  the 
preceeding  was  written,  observes — It  is  said  that 
the  U.  S.  are  about  to  redeem  the  1-2  of  the  Loui- 
siana stock,  amounting  to  about  7 1-2  millions  of 
dollars — held,  principally  by  t!ie  Messrs.  BvU-lngs 
of  London.  I'or  this  purpose,  the  treasury  has  cal- 
led upon  the  U.  S.  bank-rrthe  bank  upon  its  offices^ 
for  various  proportion^.  The  office  in  Richmond 
deems  it  expedient  to  call  upon  its  debtors,  and  to 
curtail  their  paper;  say  near  25  per  cent  in  16 
weeks.  The  bank  of  Virginia  in  its  turn,  has  de 

termined  to  curtail  its  negotiable  notes,  of  all  d-:  i 
cription-s,  5 per  cent. 
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LAW  ASB  BAHKS. 

Gen.  Joseph  Kerr,  forp^erly  a senator  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  from  Ohio,  by  mislortune  has  failed  ^nd  is 
np\y  coolined  in  Chillicothe  prison  for  debt.  He 
has  published  ^ detailed  statement  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  court,  of  judgments,  costs,  8tc.  on  ele- 
ven notes  with  t-wo  endorsers,  ^mounting  to  18,702 
dollars.  On  tAs  statement  he  makes  the  following 
rein  arks— 

“liy  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
drigiiKat  debts  against  me  amounted  to  16,702,when 
I filled — on  these  debts,  judgments  were  entered 
, up  at  the  first  court  thereafter^  when  the  clerks 
cosui,  as  tased,  amounted  to  ^29  72  cents;  the  she- 
rifT’s  to  g;i2  78;  and  the  attornies,  as  they  aye  tax- 
ed, (which  I contend  are  not  fairly  done)  to  5^55. 
!No  attempt,  other  than  confining  my  person,  wci 
made  to  collect  these  judgments;  but  my  endorsers 
were  sued,  whereby  the  bank  \vA.ve  judgments  in  full 
force  fur  the  amount  of  ^54,478  debt: — %27S  attor- 
ney’s fees— ^312  30  clerk’s  fees,  and  ^88  74.  she^ 
rlil’s  fees,  not  including  the  cost  of  collection.  \ 

I am  not  so  much  out  with  the  banks  as  to  anni- 
iiiiate  them  that  are  solvent,  but  I am  of  opinion 
that  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  fleeting  members  to 
the  legislature  tliat  would  provide  against  the  op- 
pression  and  iiy^osition  of  directors;  and  make  such 
change  in  the  laws  regulating  the  collection  of 
debts,  as  >vould  compel  the  creditor  to  prosecute 
the  principal  debtor  to  insoheneg^  before  the  sure-, 
lies  should  be  put  to  all  the  costs  and  trouble, 
they  appeal*  to  be  liable  to,  under  the  construc- 
tion given  to  our  pyesept  laws. 

JOSEPH  KEHR. 

Chillicothe  prison,  July  4,  1818.” 


General  Jackson^s  Campaign,  kc* 

From  th^  Franklin  Gazette. 
itixtract  from  the  journal  of  a gentleman  travelling 
in  the  southern  section  of  the  United  States. 

The  Indians,  inhabiting  .he  country  lying  be- 
tween Georgia  and  the  AJississippi  rivpr,  could 
bring  into  the  field  about  11,000  warriors. 

The  Choctaws  4000 

Creeks  3300 

Ciierokees  1400 

Ciiickasaws  1300 

Seminoles  1000 

This  force,  if  embodied  and  hostile,  would  be  a 
serious  enemy  to  the  United  States;  fortunately, 
bow'ever,  there  exists  among  the  different  tribes, 
jealousies  and  enmities  that  will  prevent  snch  an 
association  ever  taking  place,  and  enable  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  the  event  of  hostility  with  either,  to 
employ  as  active  allies,  any  of  the  nations.  The 
Creeks  were  formerly  the  most  warlike,  but  the 
severe  conflict  in  tlip  year  1813,  diminished  their 
numbers  and  their  spirit;  noneofthpm  are,hp\vever, 
enemies  to  be  despised;  in  personal  courage  they 
are  seldom  deficient,  but  like  all  regulay  troops, 
iiavlng  no  idea  of  milicary  combinations,  or  that 
confidence  and  reliance  t;pon  each,  tauglit  by  discip 
line  to  the  foymed  soldier,  and  so  esscntfalto  vic- 
tory; they  will  always  be  defeated  unless  they  are 
the  assailants,  oy  attacked  on  ground  exceedingly 
advantageous  to  th^m. 

Their  capacity  to  endure  great  fatigue,  watching, 
hunger;  their  personal  acliyily,  knowledge  of  the 
forest,  added  to  their  courage,  render  them  in  a 
p]ose  countij  an  exceedingly  dangerous  foe. 

The  Serninoles,  with  whom  we  waged  the  last 
war,  inhubit  a tract  of  country,  part  of  which  is 
within  the  United  States,  but  the  larger  portion 


lies  beyond  the  line  separating  it  from  Florida.-^ 
They  were  originally  a small  party  of  banished  out^ 
l^ws  driven  from  among  the  upper  and  lower 
Creeks;  who,  increasing  in  number,  living  in  a coun- 
try exceedingly  dilficuU  to  penetrate,  aasociaied 
themselves  with  a band  of  desperate  runaway  ne- 
groes, and,  instigated  by  their  natural  ferocity, 
and  the  artifices  of  Briiish  traders,  have  always 
manifested  n disposition  inimical  to  the  United 
States,  have  since  the  year  1813  been  notorious  fop 
their  depredations  upon  the  whites, 

In  August  last  it  was  very  well  ascertained,  that 
they  were  the  authors  of  several  murders  commit- 
ed  upon  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  frontier.  A 
patient  endurance  of  suffering  is  always  regarded 
by  the  Indians,  as  ap  indication  of  weakness,  and 
is  sure  to  produce  a repetition  of  the  insult  or  inr 
jury.  General  Gaines  demanded  that  the  murder- 
ers should  begiven  up,  it  was  answered  with  taunt 
and  defiance — and  let  it  be  remembered,  by  those 
who  accuse  the  country  of  pursuing  a barbarous 
policy  towards  the  people,  and  endeavour  to  involve 
them  in  wars,  that  when  Pepiticoxt,  the  principal^ 
warrior  and  leader,  was  asked  why  he  was  thus 
hostile  to  the  United  States,  he  replied,  by  acknow- 
ledging, that  the  government  -luere  always  ready  to 
do  him  justice^  and  to  make  peace  -with  him,  but  that 
war  tons  a fine  manly  exercise  in  which  he  wished  to. 
practice  his  young  men!.'/ 

The  7th  regiment  crossed  the  Flint  river,  di.sper-? 
sed  the  Indian.s,  burnt  ,Fowls-town  and  returned.— 
This  act  of  war  was  premature;  the  troops  we  lud 
in  the  field,  so  far  from  being  able  to  subjugate  the 
enemy,  were  inefficient  to  meet  him  in  fair  conflict. 
The  Indians  assembled,  attacked  a boat  ascending 
the  river,  captured  it,  and  put  to  death  40  persons;,, 
composing  its  crew;  they  advanced  up  the  river, 
surrounded  our  troops  in  fort  Scott,  and  cut  of  their 
communication.  General  Gaines  called  upon  the 
state  of  Georgia  for  1500  militia,  these  men  unfortu- 
nately were  detailed  but  for  two  months;  and  be- 
fore they  could  approach  towards  the  enemy,  that 
period  expired,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes. 

General  Gaines  made  a second  call  upon  Georgia, 
for  2000  men  for  six  months;  they  assembled  at 
Hartford;  igeueral  Jackson  was  now  authorized  to 
accept  the  services  of  2000  Tennessee  volunteers, 
to  call  out  the  friendly  Indians,  and  to  take  the 
field  himself,  With  his  accustomed  activity,  he 
rapidly  organized  these  men  for  service,  and  giving 
them  orders  to  concentrate  at  fort  Scott,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Hartford,  and  placing  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  Georgia  militia,  moved  them  towards 
the  same  point.  General  Juck.son  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  procure  provisions  for  his  force;  and  a 
correct  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  intrepid  cast  of 
his  character,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  starti 
ing,  with  2000  men  on  a march  of  10  days,  througli 
a wilderness,  when  his  only  means  of  subsistence 
was  a daily  pint  of  corn  for  each  man,  and  when  he 
well  knew,  that  on  his  arrival  at  fort  Scott  he  could 
obtain  but  a,  very  scanty  supply.  At  fort  Scott  ge- 
neral Jackson  found  the  regular  troops  and  friendly 
Indians.  The  movement  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers had  not  been  marked  w|th  the  same  boldness 
as  that  of  the  other  troops;  apprehensive  of  a want 
of  provisions,  they  liallcd  on  the  route,  and  had  not 
yet  joined.  General  Jackson  advanced  into  the  In- 
dian country,  destroyed  their  villages,  and  enter- 
ing Florida  took  possession  of  St.  Marks.  The  In- 
dians fled  before  him,  and  the  Spaniards  dared  not 
oppose  his  progress. 

The  state  oI  Georgia  affords  but  few  of  the  nece.s- 
ajtrics  for  the  subsistence  of  an  army,  and  the  fa^e 
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of  the  country  in  which  general  Jackson  operated, 
abounded  with  invincible  impediments  to  transpor- 
tation in  wheel  carriages;  great,  therefore,  were 
the  sufferings  of  the  troops — subsisting  upon  a pint 
of  corn — marching  through  sw'amps  and  morasses, 
Wading  creeks,  and  sleeping  on  the  wet  ground, 
without  shelter — were  privations  endured  from 
motives  of  the  purest  patriotism,  and  in  w hich  the 
gener4  participated  equally  with  the  meanest  sol- 
dier in  his  army. 

General  Jackson  was  now  about  to  move  his 
troops  from  Florida,  when  he  discovered  that  the 
governor  of  Pensacola,  instead  of  exerting  himself 
to  fulfil  the  treaty  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  his  king,  by  which  he  was  bound  to 
protect  our  citizens  from  savages  within  his  domi- 
nions, had  basely  violated  the  Spanish  faith, and  pro- 
tected, encouraged  and  furnished  with  the  means 
of  w’ar,  a w'orthless  band,  at  the  same  time,  laying 
waste  to  the  frontier  of  the  Alabama  territory,  and 
waging  a war  of  destruction  against  thfe  most  love- 
ly and  most  innocent  part  of  our  population.  Ge- 
neral Jackson  considered  that  this  breach  of  treaty 
authorized  him  to  tike  possession  of  Pensacola, 
knowing  well  that  it  was  the  only  movement  that 
could  afford  the  effectual  protection  he  was  bound 
to  give  to  every  individual  within  his  military  com- 
mand; and  although  poliiicians  may  argue  in  their 
closets  that  general  Jackson  exceeded  his  authority, 
and  treated  Spain  with  less  respect  than  she  was 
entitled  to,  yet  the  course  of  conduct  he  pursued 
will  be  justified  by  every  high  minded  man,  having 
at  heart  the  true  honor  and  glory  of  his  country. — 
What — was  general  Jackson  coolly  to  remonstrate, 
and  politely  correspond  with  Pae  despicable  repre- 
sentative of  an  imbecile  tyrant,  with  a pen  dipped 
in  the  blood  pf  his  fellow-citizens;  or  was  he  calm- 
ly to  look  on  a!nd  witness  the  butchery  of  his  coun- 
trymen, while  he  waited  two  months  to  hear  from 
Washington, ^whether  the  violalers  of  a treaty,  and 
the  protectors  of  murderers,  were  or  were  not  to 
be  chastised?  The  American  general  was  not  de- 
terred from  protecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  punishing  those  who  encouraged  the 
murder  of  his  countrymen,  by  any  flimsy,  wire- 
drawn, sophistical  arguraenis. 

The  opposition  of  the  Spanish  troops  was  illy 
calculated  to  occasion  a display  of  the  full  devo- 
tion of  the  American  army.  The  governor  retired 
at  their  approach,  and  shutting  himself  up  in  the 
Barancas,  declared  his  determination  not  to  sur- 
render. The  Barancas  is  a fortress,  situated  on 
the  southern  cape  of  the  bay  of  Pensacola;  it  con- 
sists of  a heavy  water  battery  on  the  beach,  pro- 
tected by,  and  communicating  with  a regular  work 
on  the  bluff.  Altho’  this  work  cost  the  king  of 
Spaip  an  immense  sum  of  money,  yet  the  lower 
battery  is  entirely  inadequate  to  guard  the  \vater 
communication  into  the  bay,  and  the  upper  work 
cannot  sustain  an  attack  from  the  meanest  train  of 
artillery. 

The  parapet  consists  of  a sand  mound,  support- 
ed by  pine  pickets  and  unprotected  by  glacis;  con- 
flagrate these  pickets,  the  sand  must  fall  into  the 
ditch,  and  there  is  no,  impediment  to  a platoon 
marching  to  the  centre  of  the  place. 

Gen.  Jackson  cannonaded  the  fort — the  garrison 
discovering  that  scaling  ladders,  and  other  prepa- 
rations were  making  for  the  assault,  hoisted  the 
white  flag  and  surrendered.  General  .Jackson, 
with  extraordinary  forbearance,  permitied  the  In- 
dian chief  who  had  sheltered  himself  in  the  fort,  to 
accompany  the  garrison  to  Havanna. 

General  Jackspa  is  a more  extraordinary  person 


: than  has  ever  appeared  in  our  history.  Nature 
has  seldom  gifted  nran  with  a mind  so  powerful 
and  comprehensive,  or  with  a bedy  better  formed 
for  activity,  or  capable  of  enduring  greater  priva- 
tions, fatigue,  and  hardships.  Slie  has  been  eq  al- 
|ly  kind  to  him  in  the  quality  of  his  heart.  Gene 
ral  Jackson  has  no  ambition,  but  for  the  good  of 
his  country;  it  occupies  the  whole  of  his  views,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  selfish  or  ignoble  considera- 
tions. Cradled  in  the  war  of  the  revolution^  nur- 
tured  amid  the  conflicts  that  afterwards  took  place 
between  the  Cherokee  Indians  and  the  Tennesseans, 
being  always  among  a people  who  regard  the  ap- 
plication of  force  not  as  the  ultima  ratio  regum, 
but  as  the  first  resort  of  individuals;  and  who  look 
upon  courage  as  the  greatest  of  human  attributes, 
his  character  on  this  stormy  ocean,  has  acquired  an 
extraordinary  cast  of  vigor — a belief  that  any  thing 
w'ithin  the  po^yer  of  man  to  accomplisfi,  he  should 
never  dispair  of  effecting,  and  a conviction  that 
courage,  activity  and  perseverance  can  overconie, 
what,  to  an  ordinary  mind,  would  appear  insupera- 
ble obstacles.  In  society,  he  is  kind,  frank,  unaf- 
fected and  hospitable,  endowed  with  much  natural 
grace  and  politeness,  without  the  mechanical  gen- 
tility and  artificial,  flimsy  polish,  to  be  found  in 
fashionable  life. 

Among  the  people  of  the  west,  bis  popularity  is 
unbounded— old  and  young  speak  of  him  with  rap- 
ture, and  at  his  call,  50,000  of  the  most  efficient 
warriors  on  this  continent,  would  rise,  armed,  and 
ready  for  any  enemy. 

Having  entet?ed  the  military  service  of  his  coun- 
try at  a late  period  in  life,  gen.  Jackson  appears 
unaware  of  the  necessity  of  strict  discipline  and 
subordination,  and  being  utterly  fearless  of  respon- 
sibility himself,  and  always  taught  to  believe  that 
Ins  personal  liability  would  be  a justification  of  his 
conduct,  he  does  not  sufficiently  reflect  how  inti- 
raately  the  character  of  the  country  is  asssociated 
with  his  own,  now  he  is  an  officer;  and  that  altho’ 
he  may  freely  offer  his  personal  sacrifice,  yet  it 
places  tlie  government  in  a most  delicate  situation 
to  accept  of  it. 

FROM  THS  ATJOUSTA  CHROHICtn, 

"We  are  informed  by  an  officer  of  the  late  expe- 
dition, who  was  left  at  St.  Marks,  and  who  was 
present  at  the  execution  of  Francis,  that  he  had  in 
possession  when  captured,  a rifle  gun,  presented  to 
him  by  the  prince  regent,  and  a tortoise  snaff-bos 
set  in  gold,  presented  to  him  by  the  queen  of  Eng 
land;  and  also  a commissio*  of  brigadier  general 
in  the  British  service.  These  facts  establish 
beyond  doubt,  the  alliance  and  influence  of  England 
with  the  Indians  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain 
We  have  long  known  the  influence  the  Britisi, 
have  had  in  Florida,  as  well  with  the  Sp.-inish  an. 
thorities  as  the  Indians— and  that  though  they 
were  nominally  Spanish  provinces,  yet  they  were 
really  more  under  the  rule  and  influence  of  British 
agents  than  the  cabinet  of  Spain. 

This  proceeded  as  much,  and  probably  much 
more,  from  the  inability  of  Ferdinand  than  from 
his  acquiescence  in  or  connivance  at  such  measm  es 
as  have  been  pursued  by  the  agents  of  Brh  ish  mer- 
chants aitd  trading  companies,  and  confirmed  by 
the  officers  of  Spain,  particularly  in  Pensacola. 
The  Spanish  officers  an<J  soldiery  in  Florida  'save 
been  generally  worse  paid  than  any  oilier  officers 
in  the  world. — It  is  from  this  cause,  that  men  wlio 
were  disposed  to  act  honorably  and  indepeitderuly  ^ 
have  been  compelled  to  resign  their  offices  au<l 
return  home,  or  commence  some  other  course  of 
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life  to  procure  a subsistence:  and  none  but  those 
who  have  submitted  to  the  baser  means  of  subsist- 
Jpg  by  speculation  and  bribery,  have  been  able  to 
hold  their  ofiioes;  this  gave  occasion  to  a speculator 
in  that  country  to  say,  “every  Spaniard  had  his 
price.” — The  English  agents  saw  this  and  made 
use  of  it. 

It  is  from  these  causes  that  an  agent  of  a British 
trading  company,  (and  perhaps  the  government 
likewise)  procured  in  1812,  from  the  governor  don 
!Masot,  permission  to  offer  in  his  name  tlirough  the 
medium  of  M’Queen  and  Opehola,  a chief  of  the 
Tie\iga  towns,  on  the  Alabama,  a reward  of  nine 
dollafi’S  for  each  American  scalp  that  should  be 
brought  by  the  Creek  Indians  Ip  Pensacola.  The 
English  companies  have  found  the  trade  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  profitable,  and  the  government 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  they  might  make  the 
Creeknation  ofliidlans  an  ally  serviceable  to  tbem- 
yelyes  and  formidable  to  the  frontier  settlers  of 
the  st.^te  of  Georgia,  T'enpesee,  ;uid  the  Mlssissip- 
yii  territory;  and  to  effect  this  object  they  have 
spared  neither  pains  nor  expense— the  latter  from 
evidences  that  liave  come  within  our  knowledge, 
we  think  may  be  moderately  estimated  at  100,000 
dollars  a year  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  the  ne- 
ce.ssities  of  the  Spanish  officers  afforded  them  a 
ready  and  open  door  to  effect  this  purpose. 

Many  of  the  officers  and  solfliers  at  Augustine 
have  as  much  us  fourteen  years  pay  due  them,  and 
those  at  St  Marks,  had  some  fifteen,  some  nineteen. 
■When  that  post  was  taken  possession  of  by  gen. 
Jackson,  those  of  Pensacola  had  been  but  little 
better  paid,  except  by  the  British. 

It  is  from  these  causes  that  the  British  have  had 
such  an  unbounded  influence  in  the  Spanish  terri- 
tories of  Florida,  and  from  the  ease  with  which 
they  c^Mild  place  the  responsibility  on  the  Spanish 
authorities^  they  have  used  it  in  the  basest  manner 
to  excite  the  Indians  to  acts  of  hostility  against  us 
—-first,  from  a persuasion  that  it  was  impracticable 
for  us  to  march  an  army  into  the  country — secondly 
that  if  we  should,  they  would  receive  succor  from 
the  Spanish  fortresses  on  the  coast,  and  that  the 
Americans  were  a set  of  robbers  who  would  plun 
der  and  extirpate  tliem  if  in  their  power,  and 
whom  it  was  right  for  them  to  murder  and  rob  at 
pleasure. 

Sufficient  evidences  of  Indian  hostility  were 
found  in  every  village  the  army  visited,  after  leav 
ing  fort  Scott,  and  of  tlie  agents  of  the  British  go 
vernrnent  having  furnished  them  with  the  means 
of  executing  their  hostile  purpose:  and  the  Spa 
nisli  authorities  at  St.  Marks,  acknowledged  hav 
jug  supplied  them  with  arms,  ammunition,  provi- 
sion and  clothing. 

The  fact  of  Arbuthnot  and  Asnbrislie  having  ex- 
cited them,  to  acts  of  hostility,  and  having  distri- 
buted money,  ammunition,  provision,  arms  ami 
uniforms  to  them,  were  satisfaciorily  proved;  and 
the  philanlliropy  of  Arhuthnoths  heart  was  strong- 
ly pourtrayed  in  a letter  to  his  son  directing  him 
to  poison  his  clerk  because  he  was  becoming  too 
popular  with  the  Indians. 


the  facts  connected  with  the  execution  of  these 
men  shall  be  spread  before  the  world,  they  will  be 
atisfactory,  and  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations. 
AVlien  the  letters  from  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Bagot, 
and  tl»e  governors  of  the  Bahamas  and  Havanna,  &c. 
are  laid  before  the  American  people,  they  will  then 
see  the  “cloven  hoof”  of  British  influence  as  plain 
as  the  noon  day’s  sun. 

[We  hope  that  our  friend,  Mr.  Fell,  will  obtain 
permission”  to  publish  a paper  so  interesting.] 


From  the  Savannah  RepythUcan. 

We  have  been  favored  with,,  and  had  the  perusal 
of,  the  trial  of  Aibuthnot  and  Ambrislie,  by  a mili- 
tary tribunal,  on  the  28lh  of  April.  It  is  very  long, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  six'y  pages.  We  have 
not  pemiissicn  to  publish  ii;  hut  we  will  .say,  that 
the  charges  preferied  ag.-unst  them  were  so  cotn- 


Law  Case — Illegal  Armament. 

J\Teiv  York^  July  29.  On  Saturday  last,  judge  Li- 
vingston issued  warrants  against  capt.  Skinner  don 
Manuel  H.  Aguirre,  and  Mr.  Delano,  for  “knowing- 
ly being  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out 
or  arming,  in  the  port  of  New  York,  two  ships  cal- 
led the  Curiazo  and  Horatio,  with  the  intent  that 
they  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  some 
foreign  prince  or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hosti- 
lities against  the  subjects  of  some  other  foreign 
prince  or  state,  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
at  peace.” 

These  warrants  were  issued  under  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, “for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against- the  United  States,”  and  which  is  in  the 
words  following: 

“Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States^ 
fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or 
procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  know- 
ingly be  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out  or 
arming,  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with  Intent  that  such 
ship  or  ve.ssel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district 
or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against 
the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property,  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  or  shall 
issue  or  deliver  a commission  within  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  any  ship 
or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  she  may  be  employed 
as  aforesaid,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be 
fined  not  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  three  years;  and  every  such 
ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furni- 
ture, together  with  all  materials,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  stores,  which  may  have  been  procured 
for  the  building  and  equipment  thereof,  shall  be 
forfeited;  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States.  ’ 

The  parties  were  a^l  arrested  and  taken  before 
judge  Livingston  yerterday  afternoon,  when  Mr. 
Emmet,  Mr.  Walls,  and  Mr.  James  Stoughton,  ap- 
peared  in  support  of  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  J-  O. 
Hoffman,  Mr.  David  B.  Ogden,  Mr.  Burr,  and  Mr. 
Falmer,  for  the  defendants. 

'I'he  counsel  for  the  defendants  moved  to  have 
tbieir  d ents  discharged  altogether,  or  if  held  to 
b;til,  they  insisted  that  they  sliould,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  be  recognized  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court,  in  a very 
small  S!tm.  This  motion  was  made  on  three  grounds: 

1.  J'liat  as  the  pro.secuiion  had  been  commenc- 
ed without  any  directions  on  the  part  of  the  .go- 
vernment, or  {tpprication  by  the  district  attorney, 
it  was  irregular  in  i'^.s  incejition  and  ought  to  be 
immediately  discontinue  !. 

2.  That  .Mr.  Aguirre,  (to  whose  case  alone  this 


pletely  established  as  not  to  “leave  :i  loop  to  hang  1 ground  applied,)  was  a minister  from  the  gov 
a doi^bt”  a.s  to  the  justice  of  the  sentence.  When  | ment  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  that  ofthe  United  Sts 
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and  could  not,  therefore,  be  proceeded  against  in 
this  way, 

3.  That  to  constitute  an  offence  against  the  third 
section  of  this  act  the  vessel  must  not  only  have  been 
fitted  out  with  intent  to  be  thus  employed,  but  ac- 
tually armedf  for  that  purpose;  and  many  deposi- 
tions were  produced,  proving  that  neither  of  the 
vessels  were  or  ever  had  been  armed. 

After  an  argument  of  these  points  by  the  re- 
.spective  counsel,  judge  Livingston  decided,  1st. 
that  no  instructions  were  neeessary  on  the  part  of 
the  president,  or  any  other  officer  of  government, 
to  justify  the  issuing  of  a warrant  for  the  violation 
of  this  or  any  other  law,  nor  had  the  president  any 
right  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  which  had 
been  commenced  in  this  case,  by  giving  any  in- 
structions to  him  on  the  subject.  Nor  was  it  ne- 
cessary that  the  application  for  a warrant  should 
be  made  by  the  district-attorney;  as  any  individual 
might  complain  of  the  infraction  of  a law,  and  he  Con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  award  a warrant  whenever  com- 
plaint was  made  to  him  on  oath  of  a crirrie’s  being 
committed,  whether  such  warrant  were  applied  for 
by  the  district-attorney  or  any  other  person:  2nd, 
as  to  any  privilege  which  Mr,  Aguirre’s  commis- 
sion conferred  on  him,  the  judge  was  of  opinion, 
that  this  gentlemen,  not  being  accredited  by  the 
president,  and  the  independence  of  Buenos  Ayres 
not  being  acknowledged  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
for  any  offence  which  he  might  commit  against  our 
laws,  in  the  same  way  as  any  other  individual. — 
On  the  3rd  point,  the  judge  thought  no  offence 
could  be  committed  against  the  third  section  of 
this  act,  unless  the  vessel  was  armed  as  well  as 
fitted  out  with  intent  to  be  employed,  &c.  That  it 
does  not  appear  by  any  part  of  the  act,  that  con^ 
gress  intended  to  prohibit  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  from  building  vessels  and  selling  them 
to  either  of  the  belligerents,  so  long  as  they  were 
not  armed.  In  the  case  of  a principal,  it  was  clear- 
ly necessary  by  the  very  terms  of  the  law,  to  ren- 
der him  criminal,  that  the  vessel  should  be  fitted 
out  and  armed.  Those,  therefore,  who  were  know- 
ingly concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or 
arming  of  such  ship  or  vessel  must  also  be  consi- 
dered as  innocent,  until  an  actual  armament  to^k 
place,  or  this  absurdity  would  result,  that  one  man 
might  have  a vessel  built  or  fitted  out  for  this  pur- 
pose without  being  guilty  of  any  offence,  while  the 
whole  penalty  of  the  law  might  be  incurred  by  a 
person  who  should  furnish  her  with  a single  suit 
of  sails,  or  a cable.  As  it  respected  the  evidence 
of  an  armament,  the  depositions  on  which  the  war- 
rants had  issued  were  not  only  either  altogether 
silent,  or  quite  insufficient  to  prove  the  fact;  but 
those  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  established, 
beyond  controyer.sy,  that  neither  of  the  vessels, 
although  no  doubt  built  for  warlike  purposes,  had 
ever  been  armed. 

Judge  Livingston  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
neither  of  the  parties  arrested  had  committed  any 
offence,  and  ordered  them  all  to  be  discharged. 


Foreign  Articles. 

KNGLAND,  &C, 

A sailor  belonging  to  an  East  India  ship  has  ter- 
ribly alarmed  wise  Johnny  Bull^  by  reporting  that 
while  the  ship  lay  off  St.  Helena,  he  swam  to  the 
shore,  clambered  the  rocks,  eluded  the  guards, 
and  paid  a friendly  visit  to  some  of  Napoleon’s  do- 
mestics, with  whom  he  was  acquainted!  It  is  pro- 
bable that  no  vessels  will  hereafter  be  allowed  to 


touch  at  St.  Helena,  except  national  ships.  How 
vast  a compliment  is  paid  to  the  genius  of  Bona- 
parte by  this  vigilance  to  guard  him!  Louis  “the 
desired,”  on  the  throne  of  France,  the  holy  alliance 
in  full  operation — all  Europe  united  against  one 
man,  and  he  a prisoner,  without  hope  of  escape — 
yet  the  clanking  of  his  chains  makes  monarchs 
tremble  in  the  midst  of  their  legions  of  men  in 
arms! 

The  London  theatres  seems  to  be  on  the  de- 
cline. The  propri  etors  and  performers  of  that  in 
Drury  Lane  lately  held  a meeting.  The  duke  of 
Bedford,  earl  of  Essex,  lord  Yarmouth,  &c.  were 
on  the  committee.  The  establishment  appeared  to 
be  80,000?,  in  debt,  which  was  increasing,  at  the 
average  loss  of  100?.  every  night  of  performance. 
A reduction  of  salaries  was  proposed;  but  it  was 
indignantly  resisted  by  the  performers.  Lord  Yar- 
mouth said  that  if  the  reduction  was  not  made  the 
theatre  must  close,  &c. 

The  alien  bill  is  continued  in  England,  though 
strenuously  opposed.  By  this  bill  any  foreigner, 
may  be  sent  out  of  the  country  at  the  discretion  of 
the  ministry,  unheard,  and  without  a possibility  of 
redress! 

The  British  house  of  commons  consists  of  658 
members — 54  only  were  present  when  a pretty  im- 
portant vote  was  taken  on  the  26th  of  May  last. 
The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says— 
We  have  before  us,  “the  general  bill  of  all  the 
christening  and  burials  in  London,  from  Dec.  10, 
1816,  to  Dec.  10,  1817,”  from  which  we  have  made 
the  following  summary: 

Christened  in  the  97  parishes  within  the 
walls,  lj044 

Christening  in  the  17  parishes  without  the 
walls,  5,429 

Christening  in  the  23  parishes  in  Middlesex 
and  Surry  12,710 

Christening  in  the  10  parishes  in  Westmins- 
ter, 4,940 

24,128 

pf  which  number  12,624  were  males,  and  11,505 
were  females. 

Buried  in  the  97  parishes  within  the  walls,  1,085 
Buried  in  the  17  parishes  without  the  walls  3,939 
Buried  in  the  23  parishes  in  Middlesex  and 

Surry,  10,108 

Buried  in  the  10  parishes  in  Westminster,  4,836 


19,968 

OF  which  number  10,033  were  males  and  9,935 
were  females 

Four  thousand  two  hundred  are  stated  to  have 
died  by  consumption,  which  is  two  thousand  more 
than  by  any  other  disease,  except  convulsions, 
which  is  stated  to  have  been  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty  two. 

British  finances.  We  have  an  abstract  of  tl'.e 
report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  house  o- 
commons,  on  finance — 

The  “total  disbursements”  for  the  year  1817. 
including  the  sum  of  15  millions  on  account  of  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  v’-as  ?6S,096,245 

The  “actual  income”  Is  given  at  52,302,210 
The  balance  was  made  up  by  the  product  of  loans 

The  total  disbursement  and  income  for  the  year 
1818  and  1819,  are  calculated  as  nearly  the  same, 
with  some  improvement  as  to  balance  in  favor  of 
the  country,  “if  no  extraordinary  changes  occur.” 

Toast — A sti-ong  aristocratic  one,  given  at  a cor- 
poration dinner  in  the  west  of  England,  after  many 
loy.'il  sentiments  had  burst  forth: 
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“May  the  tree  of  liberty  be  transplanted  from 
Trance  into  hell,  and  bear  eternally,  as  fruit,  the 
souls  of  all  republicans!” 

A in  company,  observing-  the  temper  of  his 
associates,  and  estimating  their  talents  by  their 
conversation,  was  soon  after  called  on  for  a senti- 
ment, At  tlie  moment  the  chairman  addressed 
him,  a recent  creation  of  peers  was  the  topic  of 
conversation,  and  he  ventured  on  the  following,  in 
which  he  concealed  the  wishes  of  a republican  un- 
der the  semblance  of  aristocracy  — 

“May  all  men  be  made  peers!” 

It  was  drunk  with  three  times  three. 

Pakltaivient. — The  session  was  closed  on  the 
10th  of  June  with  the  following  speech  of  the 
prince  regent: 

Mp  lords  and  gentlemen — It  Is  with  the  deepest 
regret  that  I am  again  under  the  necessity  of  an- 
nouncing to  you,  that  no  alteration  has  occurred 
in  the  state  of  his  majesty’s  lamented  indisposi- 
tion. 

I continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurance  of  their  friendly  dispositions 
towards  this  country,  and  of  their  desire  to  main- 
tain the  general  tranquility. 

I am  fully  sensible  of  the  attention  which  you 
have  paid  to  the  many  important  objects  which 
have  been  brought  before  you. 

I derive  peculiar  satisfaction  from  the  measure 
which  yau  have  adopted,  in  pursuance  to  my  re- 
commendation, for  augmenting  the  number  of 
places  of  public  worship  belonging  to  the  Estab 
fished  Church;  and  I confidently  trust  that  this 
measure  will  be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial 
eifocts  on  the  religion  and  moral  habits  of  the  peo- 
jrfe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  home  of  commons — I thank  you 
for  the  supplies  which  you  have  granted  to  me  for 
the  service  of  the  present  year;  and  I highly  approve 
of  the  step  you  have  taken  with  a view  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  tlie  unfunded  debt. 

1 am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  re- 
venue is  in  a course  of  continued  improvement. 

Jl/y  lords  and  gentlemen — On  closing  this  session, 
I think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion forthwith  to  dissolve  the  present,  and  to  give 
directions  for  calling  a new  parliament.  In  mak- 
ing this  communication,  I cannot  refrain  from  ad- 
verting to  the  important  change  which  has  occur- 
red in  the  situation  of  this  country  and  of  Europe 
since  I first  met  you  in  this  place. 

At  that  period,  tlie  dominion  of  the  common  ene- 
my had  been  so  widely  extended  over  the  continent, 
that  resistance  to  his  power  was  by  many  deemed 
to  be  hopeless;  and  in  the  extremities  of  Europe 
alone  was  such  resistance  effectually  maintained. 

By  the  unexampled  exertions  which  you  ena- 
bled me  to  make  in  aid  of  countries  nobly  con- 
tending for  independence,  and  by  the  spirit  Which 
was  kindled  in  so  many  nations,  the  continent  was 
at  length  delivered  from  the  most  galling  and  op- 
pressive tyranny  under  which  it  had  ever  labored; 
and  I had  the  happiness,  by  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  to  terminate,  in  conjunction  with  his 
majesty’s  allies,  the  most  eventful  and  sanguinary 
contest  in  which  Europe  had  for  centuries  been  en- 
gaged, with  unparalleled  success  and  glory. 

The  prosecution  of  such  a contest  for  so  many 
years,  ami  more  particularly  the  efforts  which 
marked  the  close  of  it,  iiave  been  followed  with- 
in our  own  country,  as  v/el I as  throughout  the  rest 
of  Europe,  by  considerable  internal  difficulties  and 
distress.  But  deeply  as  I felt  for  the  immediate 
presstice  upon  his  majesty’s  people,  I nevertheless 


looked  forward  without  dismay,  having  always  the 
fullest  confidence  in  the  solidity  of  the  resources, 
of  the  British  empire,  and  in  the  relief  which 
might  be  expected  from  a continuance  of  peace, 
and  from  the  patience,  public  spirit,  and  energy 
of  the  nation. 

These  expectations  have  not  been  disappointed. 

The  improvement  in  the  internal  circumstances 
of  the  country  is  happily  manifest,  and  promises 
to  be  steadily  progressive;  and  I feel  a perfect  as- 
surance that  the  continued  loyalty  and  exertions  of 
all  classes  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  will  confirm 
these  growing  indications  of  national  prosperity, 
by  promoting  obedience  to  the  laws  and  attachment 
to  the  c(|nstitution,  from  which  all  our  blessings 
have  been  derived. 

Dissolution  of  parliament.— ^hoT\Xy  after  the  de*; 
livery  of  the  speech  of  the  prince  regent,  the  lord 
chancellor,  who  had  approached  the  throne  to  rer 
ceive  the  royal  commands  on  the  occasion,  came 
forv/ard  aud  addressed  both  houses  in  the  follow- 
terms: — 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — It  is  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  acting 
in  tlie  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  that  this 
parliament  be  now  dissolved;  and  this  parliament 
is  dissolved  accordingly. 

The  commons  then  withdrew,  and  the  lords  se» 
parated. 

A proclamation  has  issued  calling  a new  parlia- 
ment— the  lists  of  which  are  returnable  on  the  4lh 
of  August. 

America!!  LOXAtisTS.  House  of  commons^June  5. 
— Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  was  desirous  of  putting  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  with 
respect  to  this  old  and  long  contested  subject.  Me 
was  aware  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  right 
honorable  gentleman,  and  he  had  not  therefore 
made  any  motion  on  the  subject.  The  claimants 
were  so  worn  out  by  suspense  and  expectation, 
that  it  were  better  for  them  to  be  deprived  alto- 
gether not  only  of  their  claims  but  of  their  exist- 
ence. Four  or  five  suicide<s  had  been  occasioned 
by  brokenness  of  heart.  Ue  had  differed  from 
them  in  their  political  opinions,  yet  he  considered 
they  had  a claim  on  the  faith  of  the  country.  Me 
wished  to  be  informed  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done 
for  them  next  session. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  said,  he  felt 
the  force  of  the  observations  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  but  that  he  could  hold  out  no  hopes  as 
to  the  claims  in  question. 

[Such  is  the  reward  of  men  who  deserted  the 
cause  of  their  country,  in  the  time  of  its  need.] 
Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentlemajt  in  Plymouth, 

Eng,  to  his  friend  in  J^Tew  York,  dated  May  lAth, 

1818. 

“We  are  in  great  bustle,  fitting  out  the  guard 
ships  for  a cruise  in  the  channel.  The  Prince  Re- 
gent is  expected  here  in  the  month  of  June.  Or- 
ders have  been  received  from  the  navy  board  to 
complete  with  all  possible  despatch  the  stern  oP 
the  line  of  battle  ship  Kent,  building  a!  our  dock- 
yard. This  vessel  has  a round  stern,  and,  I have 
no  doubt,  that  every  seaman  will  give  the  decided 
preference  to  this  mode  of  building.  In  an  en- 
gagement the  round  stern  can  bring  eight  guns  to 
bear  upon  the  same  angle. 

“The  Iphigenia,  frigate  is  also  fitting  out  in  the 
most  superb  stile.  This  frigate  is  to  convey  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  his  family  and  suite,  to  Quebec. 
The  tipper  deck  has  elegant  apartments  as  -far 
forward  as  the  mainmast;  the  pannels  are  covered 
with  moreen,  of  a fawnjcolor;  the  mouldings  and 
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pilasters  superbly  gilded;  the  head  and  stern  are 
to  be  the  same.  The  doors  are  all  mahogany. 

“In  addition  to  the  two  frigates  now  building 
here,  four  others  are  ordered  to  be  commenced 
immediately;  they  are  to  carry  upwards  of  50  guns 
each.” 

“Anew  railitary  ejiercise  has  been  established. 
The  38th  and  90th,  two  regiments  ordered  for  Ca- 
nada, made  trial  of  this  new  mode  on  Saturday 
j[ast.  The  bayonets  were  fitted  with  cork,  which 
were  previously  burnt.  The  soldiers  were  in  their 
white  undress.  They  were  ordered  to  charge;  the 
38tb,  which  charged  in  the  old  way,  became  so 
irritated  from  the  decided  advantage  the  90th  had 
over  them,  that  the  officers  were  obliged  to  inter- 
fere. The  result  was,  that  the  38th  had  from  tliree 
to  five  black  spots  on  each  man,  while  the  90th 
left  the  field  without  being;  touched.  This  new 
mode  enables  the  soldier  to  reach  his  man  one  foot 
further  than  on  the  old  plan.” 

Edinburgh^  June  5.— Wednesday  morning  an  Ox, 
belonging  to  Mr  Ronaldson,  butcher,  in  Leith,  be- 
came furious  in  driving  to  the  shambles,  and  after 
a circuitous  rout  through  the  town,  pursued  a man 
up  a turnpike  to  Bath  street,  to  the  height  of  four 
stories,  including  the  attic  story,  and  entered  a 
garret  room;  the  mother  of  the  man  (it  had  pur- 
sued) was  in  bed;  she  fortunately  escaped  from  its 
fury;  but  the  animal  remained  till  he  tore  to  pieces 
the  bed  clothes  and  bedding,  broke  the  bedstead 
and  every  article  of  furniture  in  the  apartment; 
and  it  was  not  without  considerable  difficulty  he 
was  dislodged  aad  taken,  down  siJiV&.-^Weekly 
Journal. 

rnAscE. 

There  is  now  only  one  bank  in  France— it  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  another  at  Bordeaux. 

The  emigrations  to  America  from  Germany  and 
Switzerland  continue.  From  the  29lh  of  April  to 
the  end  of  May,  there  passed  Mentzon  on  their 
way  to  America,  294  persons.  In  this  number  there 
were  261  persons  from  Wurtemberg,  23  from  Al- 
sace, and  10  from  Switzerland  and  Baden. 

State  of  France. — The  Petersburg  Intelligencer 
observes — An  item  of  news  by  the  last  arrival  de- 
serves attention.  If  founded  in  fact,  it  proves,  that 
in  the  event  pf  the  withdrawal  of  the  allied  troops 
from  France,  the  grand  arbiters  of  Europe  have  no 
confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  present  peace, 
notwithstanding  their  professions  to  the  contrary. 
It  is  mentioned  in  a Brussels  paper,  “that  the  duke 
of  Wellington  had  visited  most  of  the  fortresses  on 
the  ffbntiers  of  the  Netherlands,  and  expressed 
himself  satisfied  with  the  progress  that  was  made 
in  restoring  those  ancient  bulwarks  against  French 
ambition.”  It  is  added  “that  in  proportion  as  the 
probability  gains  ground  pf  the  army  of  occupa- 
tion leaving  France  this  year,  the  greater  has  been 
the  anxiety  to  have  these  fortresses  completed.” 

Vaccination  fioprishes  in  France.  During  the 
year  1816,  there  were  604,935  births  in  the  king- 
dom; of  which  431,648  were  vaccinated,  24,610 
had  the  small-pox,  of  which  2463  died,  and  2482 
were  disfigured. — ft  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  no 
mortality  or  disfigurating  attended  the  vaccina- 
tions. 

PariSf  June  7. — The  general  staff*  of  the  army  is 
said  to  be  definitely  organized.  The  following  are 
the  lieutenant-generals — Baker,  Bagart,  Guiilemi- 
uot,  Thiebalt,  Freval,  liicord,  Lucette,  Monlhion, 
and  L’Everilly;  and  the  following  marshals-de- 
qamp — generals  Lejune,  Deprez,  Bnrelli,  Grandler, 
Seepeaux,  Montequion-Fezenzae,  Aiiioine  Darfert, 
Philip  de  §egur,  and  Nogues  Saint  Cyr. 


June  10.— The  affair  of  the  loan  has  become  the 
subject  of  all  conversations.  An  association  com-, 
posed  of  the  first  banking  houses  in  Paris,  and  the 
first  houses  of  the  great  cites  of  France,  to  the 
number  of  32,  had  requested  leave  to  contract  for 
the  loan  of  twenty- four  millions.  The  house  of 
Baring  and  Co.  having  obtained  the  loan,  you  may 
easily  imagine  the  humor  in  which  the  associa- 
tion wa^  at  seeing  the  preference  given  to  a fo- 
reign company.  The  friends  6f  the  government 
declare  that  higli  political  considerations  alone  de-- 
termined  it  to  give  this  preference  to  Baring  and 
Co.  I expect  soon  to  obtain  positive  information  of 
the  details  of  this  affair,  and  I shall  immediately 
communicate  them  to  you. 

SPAIW. 

In  our  last  we  mentioned  that  a Spanish  frigate 
lately  fired  into  a British  sloop  of  war,  supposing 
her  to  be  an  American.  We  have  another  instance 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  dons.  The  courage  display- 
ed on  this  occasion  is  worth  a detailed  record,  and 
is  as  follows: 

Extract  from  the  log-book  of  the  brig  Lady  Mary 

Pelham^  arrived  at  JVe-u)  York  from  Bordeaux: 

“June  14th,  1818,  lat.  43  12  N.  and  long  14 
W.  at  3 30  P.  M.  the  wind  from  the  N.  and  stand- 
ing to  the  westward,  close  hauPd  upon  a wind, 
saw  two  sail  ahead;  about  4 P.  M.  made  them  out 
to  be  ships  carrying  a press  of  sail  and  shortly  af- 
ter shortened  sail  and  exchanged  signals,  they 
were  both  armed,  tlie  largest  mounted  24  guns, 
figurehead,  yellow  sides  and  heavy  quarter  galle- 
ries, painted  white  chiefly.  The  smallest  ship  had 
a woman  figure,  head  white  and  one  white  stresf* 
around;  both  had  royal  yards  rigged  aloft.  When 
they  closed  with  us  the  smallest  ship  passed  to 
windward  within  grape  distance,  and  hoisted  Eng- 
lish colors,  then  fired  three  shot  well  aimed  from 
the  waist,  chiefly  at  the  L*  M.  Pelham,  although 
our  courses  were  hauled  up,  main  yard  aback  and 
our  colors  flying,  and  the  female  passengers  on 
deck,  which  they  could  see  plainly; — the  other  ship 
hove  to  at  the  same  time  upon  our  lee  bow,  and 
hoisted  a king’s  Spanish  ensign  and  pendant;  the 
firat  shot  from, the  Spaniard  went  over  us,  betweeo 
the  fore  and  main  mast,  the  second  with  round  .and 
grape,  close  under  the  bow,  and  the  third  went 
close  oyer  the  forecastle,  near  the  foremast,  and 
struck  a few  yards  to  leeward;  after  which  the 
small  ship  bore  up  and  ran  close  under  stern,  and 
ordered  us  to  send  our  boat  on  board  immediately; 
and  when  within  »hort  pistol  shot,  under  our  lee. 
and  we  in  the  act  of  lowering  the  boat  down,  the 
female  and  all  the  gentlemen  passengers  upon  deck, 
having  got  a little  over  their  fright  after  suoh  a 
rough  salute,  the  cowardly  rascals,  thinking  the 
opportunity  too  good  to  let  pass,  in  a deliberate 
manner  fired  a volley  of  musketry  into  us,  whicli 
fortunately  neither  killed  nor  wounded  any  one, 
but  several  w’ent  through  the  main,  and  others  over 
the  quarter  deck.  I naturally  concluded  there  was 
a war  declared  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  not  knowing  otherwise  how  to  account  for 
such  villainous  treatment  to  an  unarmed  merchant- 
man. I ordered  the  colors  hauled  down;  and  after 
shoving  off  from  along.side  the  Peiham,  being  then 
within  half  pistol  shot  of  us,  still  he  h.ad  a gang 
abaft  with  their  muskets  pointed  at  ug  in  the  r>oat, 
that  I expected  every  moment  tltey  would  .shoot 
all  of  us.  In  the  interim,  whilst  I went  on  board  the 
small  ship  with  my  papers,  the  P.  was  boarded  by 
an  armed  boat  and  an  officer  from  the  large  ship — 
and  by  the  passengers  I am  informed  tliat  when  the 
Qilicer  came  on  board  he  made  many  enquiries  that 
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displayed  the  most  consummate  ignorance,  and 
corresponding  with  his  appearance— among  the 
rest,  wanted  to  persuade  one  of  the  passengers  that 
he  was  the  captain  of  the  Pelham,  and  did  not  believe 
she  was  from  Bordeaux;  and  was  asked  upon  com- 
ing on  deck  whether  war  was  declared,  said  no,  but 
expected  it  hourly  and  wished  it  sincerely;  bragged 
about  how  the  Spaniards  mould  give  the  Americans 
croABS  TO  SMOKK  if  there  came  a mar,  was  very  la- 
vish ofh’s  abuse,  and  said  positively  that  they 
were  recommended  by  the  captain  general  of  the 
tfavanna,  not  to  respect  any  American  flag,  and  said 
that  it  was  his  opinion  the  Americans  w^re  a 
d-* — d set  of  pirates  and  puppies.  It  is  the  opi- 
nion that  they  were  bound  to  Corunna,  8cc.” 

The  Jollffiving  relation  of  another  gallant  affair  is 
from  the  log-book  of  the  ship  Caroline,  from  Phila- 
delphia for  JVeio  Orleans. 

Tuesday,  23d  June,  1818— This  day  commences 
with  strong  gales  and  fine  weather;  at  half  past  11 
P.  M.  with  the  Tortugas  bearing  E.  S.  E.  thirty 
miles,  fell  in  with  a ship  and  two  brigs  (Spanish;)  I 
was  asleep  below;  tlie  second  mate  informed  me 
there  weretiii-ee  sail  in  sight,  and  I went  on  deck 
immediately;  the  brig  nearest  us  fired  a gun,  I 
hove  to;  he  commenced  firing  shot  at  us;  I took  in 
the  top  gallant  sails,  and  let  the  top  sails  run  down 
to  the  caps,  hauled  up  the  foresail  and  hauled  down 
the  jib;  he  ranged  us  along  side  within  100  yards 
and  kept  up  a constant  fire  of  grape,  canister  and 
musketry;  I hailed  him  repeatedly  but  received  no 
answer,  then  hoisted  a light,  but  it  had  no  effect, 
he  still  kept  up  his  fire,  which  cut  away  the  main 
top  gallant  back  stays,  mizen  top  gallant  brace, 
main  top  bowling  and  jib  haulyards,  some  shot 
struck  her  hull,  1 grape  shot  in  the  mizen  top-mast, 
which  has  wounded  it  badly,  and  several  shots 
through  the  sails. 

The  night  was  clear  and  the  moon  shining  bright, 
he  could  not  but  see  that  our  ship  had  no  sail  on 
her.  The  ship  to  windward  fired  two  guns  (I  ex- 
pect as  a signal  to  him)  he  then  ceased  firing;  I 
bore  up  under  his  lee;  he  ordered  my  boat  out  and 
to  repair  on  board  immediately,  which  I did;  he 
examined  the  ship’s  papers,  enquired  where  from 
and  where  to,  which  I informed  him.  I then  en- 
quired the  reason  for  his  firing  into  us,  but  could 
get  no  satisfactory  answer;  informed  him  he  had 
cut  away  considerably  of  my  rigging;  he  said  he 
wished  he  had  cut  my  damned  throat.  He  then 
informed  me  I was  at  liberty  to  proceed  and  I left 
him.  JAMES  SERRIE, 

Master  of  the  ship  Caroline  of  Philadelphia. 

GEHMANV. 

**RestorationP  The  inhabitants  of  Leipsic,  or 
rather  the  booksellers  of  that  city,  have  determin- 
ed, by  a majoi'ity  101  votes  against  10,  to  permit 
only  Christians  to  carry  on  that  trade,  at  the  usual 
fairs. 

Vienna,  Feb.  1. — An  exli‘aord inary  accident  has 
happened  here.  A soldier,  who  was  shot,  having 
been  convicted  of  theft,  after  having  been  delivered 
to  the  surgeons,  and  at  the  moment  of  the  opera- 
tion of  dissection,  gave  signs  of  life,  although  he 
had  received  a ball  in  his  head  and  also  one  in  his 
stomach:  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Jan.  20.  1818. 

Austria  delivered  yesterday  to  the  congress 
[Bundes  Zitzung]  its  opinion  respecting  the  milita- 
ry establishment  of  “the  United  German  states.” 
According  to  this  statement,  Austria  calculates  the 
direct  German  population,  forming  the  immediate 
states,  as  equal  to  28,980,000  inhabitants;  and  pro- 
poses that  in  time  of  peace  the  united  [Bundes.] 


army,  shall  consist  of  120,000  men — which  would 
be  at  the  rate  of  4-10  per  hundred  inhabitants.  In 
time  of  war  Austria  proposes  2 per  100,  forming  an 
army  of  579,600  men.  Besides  which  there  shall 
be  a corps  de  reserve  of  1 per  100 — which  would 
add  289,800.  The  whole  army  would  then  amount 
to  869,400. 

The  following  are  the  fortresses  belonging  to  the 
German  states  [Bundes  Festungen:] 

Mayence,  Luxembourg,  and  Landau,  of  the  first 
cbss — a fourth  of  the  first  class- is  to  be  built  in 
the  south  of  Germany. 

The  erection  of  several  other  fortifications  are 
under  consideration,  to  be  fortified  as  places  of  the 
second  order. 

The  following  is  the  Austrian  proposal:  peace 
establishment  120,000  men — 90,000  infantry — 
18,000  cavalry,  6,000  artillery. 

To  every  1000  men,  5 pieces  of  cannon;  the  ge- 
neral in  chief,  in  case  of  war,  shtll  be  elected  by  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  German  congress;  in 
peace  there  is  to  be  no  general  in  chief.  The  ge- 
neral in  chief  is  answerable  to  the  congress  only. 

Proportion  of  the  army  on  the  peace'  establish- 
ment. 

1 Austria  for  her  German  possessions  41,500  men. 


Prusia 

41,500 

Bavaria 

17,000 

Hanover 

6,500. 

' Wurtemberg 

6,500 

i Saxony 

6,500 

' Baden 

5,000 

1 Hesse  Cassel 

2,70b-)  « 

Lippe  Detmold 

400  1.^ 

Schaunburg 

150  ^ 

Waldeck 

250  1 ‘2 

Weimar 

900 

Gotha 

900  1 g 

Anhalt 

600  1 1 

Schwartzburg 

580J 

6,480 

? Hesse  Dramstad 

2,800-1  ^ 

Hamburg 

120  1| 

Min  ingen,  Coburg  } 

800 

and  Hilburghausen  5 

lieusch 

420  1 « 

llohenzollern 

275j  cn 

4,415 

10  Holstein 

1800-)  2 

Oldenburg 

1100  1 

Mecklinburg 

1 650  y §3 

Brunswick. 

1100  1 

Mecklinburg  Strelitz 

300J  S 

6,000 

11  I/ixemburg  , • 

1,200 

Nassau 

l,40l) 

12  Hamburg 

630 

Bremen 

250 

Frankfort 

250 

Lubeck 

250 

Lichtenstein 

50 

There  are  at  the  university  of  Berlin,  at  present, 
942  students. 

The  laws  in  Prussia,  Bavaria,  Wurtemberg, 
Hanover,  Saxony,  &c.  are  now,  as  in  France,  enact- 
ed by  representatives  chosen  by  the  people. 

jbemo.  Press. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  July  28. 

Our  late  French  papers  contain  part  of  a new  con- 
stitution, granted  by  Maximilian  Joseph,  king  of 
Bavaria,  to  that  country.  It  was  published  at  Augs- 
burgh.  May  25.  The  royal  proclamation  by  which 
this  constitution  is  promulgated,  after  a brief  his- 
tory of  the  preparatory  labor,  proceeds  as  follows: 

“ The  present  constitution,  which  has  been  pre- 
ceded by  long  and  mature  deliberations,  and  com- 
musiiiciited  to  our  council  of  state,  is  the  work  qf 
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our  will,  as  free  as  it  is  unchangeable.  Qur  peo- 
ple will  find  in  it  the  strongest  guarantee  of  our 
paternal  sentiments.  Liberty  of  conscience,  with 
scrupulous  distinctions  between  what  belongs  to 
the  state  and  what  to  the  church,  with  equal  pro- 
tection  for  each;  freedom  of  opinipn,  with  legal  re- 
strictions on  abuses;  an  equal  right  in  all  natives 
to  all  the  degrees  of  public  service,  and  all  the  dis- 
tinctions due  to  merit;  equal  obligation  to  serve  the 
state  in  the  honorable  career  of  arras;  equality  of 
law's,  and  of  citizens  in  the  eye  of  the  law;  impar- 
tiality and  promptness  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice; equality  in  the  assessment  and  payment  of  im- 
posts; strict  order  in  all  the  parts  of  public  econo- 
my, loyal  measures  for  supporting  public  credit, 
and  for  guaranteeing  the  means  destined  to  that 
object;  the  establishment  of  municipal  corporations 
in  all  their  rights  to  the  administration  of  affairs 
which  immediately  interest  them;  states  general 
formed  of  all  classes  of  domiciliated  citizens;  the 
states  general  vested  with  the  right  of  counselling, 
voting  the  laws,  or  granting  imposts,  of  making 
known  their  wishes  and  making  remonstrances,  in 
case  of  the  invasion  of  constitutional  rights,  and 
called  to  increase  in  their  public  assemblies  the 
wisdom  of  the  deliberations  of  the  government, 
without  paralizing  its  energy;  finally,  a guarantee 
of  the  constitution,  which  renders  all  change  im- 
possible, except  such  amendments  as  experience 
may  prove  to  be  beneficial.” 

Title  1.  of  the  constitution,  declares  that  the 
old  and  new  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
shall  form  a sovereign  and  monarchical  state,  and 
that  1 here  shall  be  an  assembly  of  states  general,  di- 
vided into  two  houses 

Title  2.  relates  to  the  king,  the  succession  and 
the  regency.  The  king  is  the  supreme  chief  of  tlie 
state,  with  all  the  rights  of  supreme  power,  limit- 
ed only  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  His 
person  is  sacred  and  inviolable  The  crown  is  he- 
reditary in  the  male  line,  but  on  the  extinction  of 
the  male  branches,  may  go  to  the  female.  If  it 
should  fall  to  a sovereign  of  a greater  monarchy, 
who  cannot  or  will  not  reside  in  Bavaria,  it  is  to 
pass  to  the  next  heir.  The  age  of  majority  in  the 
princes  and  princesses  is  eighteen  years.  The  king 
may  appoint  any  prince,  who  is  of  age,  to  be  regent 
during  the  minority  of  his  successor,  or  in  case 
none  has  been  appointed,  the  nearest  prince  of  age 
is  to  be  regent  during  the  minority. 

NETartTiLAHns. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  states  general, 
and  adopted  by  the  same  for  1818,  is  as  follows:— 
King’s  household,  &c.  Guilders  2,600,000 

States  general,  &c.  1,170,000 

Department  of  state  320,000 

Do  Foreign  affairs  853,000 

Do  Justice  3,700,000 

Do  Home  2,000,000 

Reformed  religion  1,325,000 

Cathelic  religion  1,875,000 

Department  of  education,  arts  aud  bel- 
les lettres  1,200,000 

Interest  on  the  public  debt,  &c,  25,000,000 

Navy  department  5,500,000 

War  department  22,000,000 

Canals,  Dykes,  &c.  4,700,000 

Trade  and  colonies  1,100,000 

Extraordinary  expenses.  657,000 


Total  74  millions  of  Guilders,  equal  to  29,600,000 
dollars  Taxes,  on  a population  of  less  than  six  mil- 
iibnspfis^abitants.  (Dem,  J°rev9, 


600  vessels  entered  at  Antwerp,  before  the  1st 
of  June  1817 — during  the  same  months  of  the  pre- 
sent year  the  entries  were  only  250. 

Fvesdom  of  the  press — It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  duke  of  Wellington  had  suit  brought  against  a 
printer  at  Brussels  for  a libel  against  him;  the 
printer  was  acquitted,  the  duke  appealed,  and  the 
cause  was  bandied  about  from  tribunal  to  tribunal 
until  we  lost  sight  of  it.  It  appears,  however,  to 
have  excited  much  sensibility  at  the  court  of  the 
Netherlands.  It  would  seem,  from  a sketch  of  a 
debate  which  we  publish  to-day,  that  the  king  of 
the  Netherlands  sent  a message  to  the  states  gene- 
ral expressing  a wish  that  a law  should  be  passed 
making  it  punishable  in  any  printer  to  animadvert 
on  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  ministers  of  any  of 
tl^^e  allied  sovereigns.  This  law  was  resisted,  and 
its  passage  negatived  in  the  lower  house.  From 
the  sketches  of  two  speeches  found  in  the  Ham- 
burg Correspondent  it  will  be  seen  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  states  general  exercise  an  honorable 
freedom  of  speech  in  the  defence  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press.~2>(??n.  Press. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  at  the  Hague,  March  3d. 

You  will  have  learnt,  ere  this  reaches  you,  that 
the  plan  of  ministers  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  has  failed  in  the  lower  house.  The  debates 
in  the  house  of  deputies  on  the  question  have  been 
very  serious. 

Mr.  Clifford  declared,  that  he^  for  one,  should 
feel  happy  to  see.  the  authors  of  malicious  insults 
again&t  foreign  pov/ers  punished,  but  I do  not,  said 
he,  see  ihat  there  exists  any  necessity  for  a new 
and  separate  law  for  this  purpose.  Ministers 
would  misuse  it.  Pray  what  is  calumny?  Is  it  ca- 
lumny wlicn  one  says  that  Spain  has  re-established 
the  inquisition?  Is  it  calumny  when  one  says  that 
England  not  only  winks  at,  but  stirs  our  colonies 
to  rebellion?  Soon  would  it  be  said  that  the  depu- 
ties calumniated  government  when  we  only  found 
fault  with  the  acts  of  ministers. 

The  peers  of  France  have  rejected  a similar  pro- 
posal, and  } et  this  very  same  France  is  garrisoned 
hy  foreign  troors.  Shall  we  not  follow  her  exam- 
ple, being  in  a more  independent  situation?  You 
will  recollect  that  some  years  ago,  Mr.  Otto,  the 
French  minister  at  the  court  of  London,  remon- 
strated there  against  several  publications  impli- 
cating the  character  of  Napoleon.  What  did  lord 
Hawkesbury,  now  earl  Liverpool,  answer?  That 
the  press  was  free  in  England;  and  if  the  emperor 
wanted  redress  he  must  appeal  to  their  judges. 

Mr.  De  Chokier — 'fhe  king  states  in  his  message 
to  the  house  of  th,e  30th  September,  1816,  that  he 
had  no  reasons  to  limit  the  opinions  of  the  people 
respecting  the  administration  of  the  kingdom.  But 
he  thinks  differently  as  it  respects  foreign  powers. 
The  king  there  grants  to  his  people,  for  his  person 
and  for  his  ministers,  all  possible  freedom.  This 
is  very  much  to  the  honor  of  the  king.  It  is  a 
proof  of  his  religious  esteem  for  the  rights  of  his 
subjects,  and  entitles  him  to  rank  with  all  those 
crowned  philosophers  who  have  desired  the  good 
of  mankind.  The  noble,  proud,  old  English  an- 
swers of  the  earl  of  Liverpool  to  IMr.  Otto,  ought 
to  be  the  bases  on  which  our  ministers  for  fo- 
reign affairs  should  answer  demands  of  the  same 
kind;  and  who  would  complain?  They  rest  on  the 
independence  of  ^he  crown  and  the  rights  of  the 
people.  Can ministers  demand  more  from 
us,  than  to  equalize  their  sovereigns  with  ours? 
and  wh.at  will  .his  new  law  alter?  It  places  the 
ministers  and  diplomatic  agents  on  the  sar.e  footing 
I with  theiv ’Tionarch- and  therefore' a foreign  pelty 
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diplomatic  agentwould  be  more  to  be  df  eaded  than 
our  king.  There  is  something  in  this  law  which 
wounds  to  the  heart  our  national  pride.  Great 
men  are  always  above  calumny  and  ridicule. 

The  i.’iW  was  negatived. 

BrusBelSf  Jifcirch  19,  1818. — The  troops  of  Detl- 
fnark,  Saxony,  and  Hanover,  forming  part  of  the  ar- 
my of  observation  now  in  France,  are  to  return 
home  in  May  Those  of  England  and  Russia,  in 
September.  The  Russian  are  to  embark  at  Dun- 
Icirk,  and,  to  lessen  the  expenses  of  transportation, 
Russian  horses  belonging  to  their  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery are  to  remain  in  France,  agreeable  to  a con- 
vrention  made  with  the  French  government. 

RUSSIA 

In  1815  there  were  bom  in  Russia,  helonginff  to  the 
Greek  church,  1,298,461,  and  died  899,988;  giving 
an  increase  of  50  per  cent.  Of  the  deaths  we  are 
informed  tliere  were  of  the  age  of  100  years  613, 
105  years  209:  110  years  123:  115  years  72:  120 
years  31:  125  years  13:  130  years  6;  and  one  of  155 
ye.';is.  The  same  year  there  were  married  332,703 
couple. 

SWITZERlAIfl). 

The  former  king  of  Sweden,  (Gustavus  Adol- 
phus) was  admitted  a citizen  of  the  canton  of  Basle, 
on  the  4th  of  Feb.  1818. 

MEETING  or  THE  SPOILERS. 

The  allied  sovereigns  are  to  meet  at  Aix-Ia-Cha- 
pelle — 6000  Prussian  troops  have  arrived  there  to 
serve  as  a part  of  its  garrison  during  their  sitting. 
It  is  said  that  Louis,  of  France,  will  wait  upon  them. 

TUKKKT. 

Phillippoli,  a city  of  Romania,  said  to  have  con- 
tained 70  000  inhabitants,  is  reported  to  have  been 
entirely  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  by  which 
many  of  the  people'perished. 

BRITISH  4^M£RICA. 

IMifax,  July  \ 5.  We  are  indebted  to  a mercan- 
tile  house  in  this  town  for  the  copy  of  the  follow- 
ing letter — 

**Louishurg,  10th  June  1818. 

“Gentlemen— The  Americans  will  destroy  the 
fishery  in  the  Straits  and  on  the  Labrador  shore. — 
They  have  left  the  banks  where  they  were  disap- 
pointed in  their  expectations  of  success,  and  up- 
wards of  100  sail  have  gone  to  the  Straits,  and  the 
others  have  returned  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
fitted  fc»r  the  Labrador.  From  accounts  we  have 
received,  there  are  eight  hundred  sail  of  American 
vessels  bound  to  the  Straits.  If  they  are  allowed 
to  take  our  fishing  ground,  we  shall  not  succeed  in 
obtaining  cargoes;  and  the  fishing  establishment 
formed  at  Halifax,  will  prove  a losing  concern. — 
It  will  be  necessary  to  inform  the  .ships  of  war,  on 
the  station,  that  the  Americans  always  go  further 
to  the  north  than  they  go  in  search  of  them,  and 
where  our  principal  fishery  is.  Yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LYLE, 

ROBERT  M’DONALD, 
BRADFORD  HARLOW, 
JOHN  LOCK. 

WEST  INDIES. 

A new  duly  of  four  dollars  is  levied  upon  every 
vessel  arriving  at  Havanna  for  the  support  of  the 
“holy  inquisition;”  and  two  “holy  friars”  are  ap- 
pointed to  visit  and  search  every  vessel  that  ar- 
rives, for  obnoxious  books,  pamphlets,  &c. 

The  British  sloop  of  war  Indian,  has  had  a severe 
battle  with  a vessel  called  a pirate,  in  which  she 
had  nearly  half  her  crew  killed  and  wounded. — 
The  ph'ate,  repelled  in  three  attempts  to  board,  fi- 
nally abandoned  the  enterprize.  Both  vessel^  were 
much  disabled. 


THE  FLORIDA^. 

We  have  a loud  report,  by  way  of  Havanna,  that 
the  Floridas  have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
We  fear  that  it  is  premature.  If  we  recollect 
aright,  it  was  only  about  the  27lh  of  April  that  the 
negociations  with  Spain  were  removed  from  Wash- 
ington city  to  Madrid — it  is/;oisi5/e,  but  rather  im- 
probable, that  so  important  a subject  could  have 
Soon  been  so  decided  at  the  lattef,  though  the  re- 
port adds,  that  our  minister  “was  on  the  eve  of 
sailing,”  (of  leaving  the  Spanish  court  we  presume,) 
\vhen  the  cession  took  place.  The  National  Intel- 
ligencer discredits  the  report — hut  it  is  said  to  be 
believed  by  the  royal  officers  at  Havanna. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  whaling  ship  George,  arrived  at  Nantucket, 
sailed  from  Concept  ion  bay,  on  the  12tli  of  May. — 
Left  there,  the  ship  Rover,  Cleveland,  of  New  York^ 
on  a trading  voyage,  in  the  hands  of  the  royalists 
— tlie  cargo  under  arrest,  and  the  captain  at  liber- 
ty on  shore— the  ship  appropriated  to  their  use.— 
The  brig  Canton,  Tutuson,  of  Salem,  in  like  situa- 
tion. The  two  captains  mentioned,  were  sent  to 
Lima  for  a second  tidal  in  the  brig— the  ship  left 
behind,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  supposed,  of  carrying 
despatches.  At  the  above  place  there  were  seve- 
ral armed  vessels,  and  the  inliabitants  were  in  pre- 
paration to  embark  in  them,  in  case  an  attack  from 
the  patriots  (which  was  anticipated)  should  be 
made.  They  had  not  received  any  account  from 
Valparaiso  since  the  latter  part  of  April,  at  whicli 
time  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  molestation  of 
American  property,  and  they  were  partial  to  the 
American  trade. 

It  seems  very  uncertain  whether  Morillo  is  living 
or  dead.  Whilst  some  accounts  say  positively 
that  the  wretch  is  no  more,  it  is  also  asserted  that 
he  is  taking  warm  "baths  at  a place  called  Agua 
Calicute. 

We  have  some  details  of  the  late  battles  jn  Ve- 
nezuela— the  royalists  officially,  killed  off  the  patri- 
ots by  thousands,  but  the  patriots  by  fact  appear  to 
have  beaten  them. 

A vessel  arrived  at  Charleston  from  Jamaica, 
with  61,000  dollars  in  specie,  was  boarded  by  the 
patriot  brig  of  war  San  Martin,  capt.  Stafford,  and 
treated  politely. 

The  independent  fleet,  lately  collected  near  St. 
Bartholomews,  has  separated. 

It  appears  that  a Spanish  fleet,  with  3000  troops 
on  board,  said  to  have  been  destined  for  Chili,  has 
really  sailed  from  Cadiz. 

Cadiz  is  closely  blockaded  by  seven  patriot  pri- 
vateers, and  its  commerce,  in  Spanish  vessels,  is 
completely  destroyed — the  Russian  fleet  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 


^^British  System.’^ 

From  the  Dublin  Freemaii’s  Journal. 

A correspondence  has  passed  between  envoy  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  court  of  the  Netherlands, 
and  the  plenipotentiaries  appointed  by  that  govern- 
ment, for  the  renewal  of  the  commercial  treaty,  be- 
tween the  two  countries;  but  in  which,  however, 
they  have  not  succeeded — as  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, adopting  the  British  system,  have  determined 
to  exclude  all  ves.sels  belonging  to  the  United 
States  from  certain  favors  in  its  colonies,  granted 
to  other  nations  themselves  possessing  colonies,  for 
the  equivalent  of  similar  favors  conceded  in  return 
— which  could  not  be  allowed  to  a nation  posses- 
sing no  colonies.  This  .system  was  objected  to  by 
thp  American  agents— first,  because  all  other  mavi- 
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time  powers,  posessing  colonies  more  or  less  signi- 
ficant, wliich  applies  by  way  of  exclusion  to  the 
United  States  alone,  is  manifestly  a measure  savOT- 
ing  of  hostility  to  them;— secondly,  because  the 
United  States  afford  to  all  commercial  nations  of 
Europe  by  the  enlargement  of  their  territory,  an 
equivalent  more  valuable  than  the  mere  admission  of 
vessels  to  two  or  three  small  islands  in  the  West  In- 
dies:— thirdly,  because  the  United  States  have  a 
just  claim  to  a free  trade  with  most  of  the  colonies 
of  the  West  Indies,  founded  in  the  occasional  in- 
dispensable necessities  of  the  latter;  and  should  the 
United  States  meet  prohibition  with  prohibition, 
the  very  existence  of  those  islands  would  be  in  jeo- 
pardy, whenever  they  were  visited  by  those  hurri- 
c:ines  which  so  frequently  occur. 

It  appears  that  America  has  thus  successively  failed 
in  attempts  to  negociate  commercial  treaties  rvithJVa- 
pies,  Spain,  France,  Siveden  and  JVetkerlavds.  Is 
not  this  singjdarP  Can  there  be  any  thing  of  precon- 
cert in  it?  Is  it  the  secret  ivorking  of  the  holy  alliance 
ivhich  has  caused  the  continental  governments  thus  to 
avoid  defilement  by  contract  ivith  the  trans- Atlantic 
republicans? 

[(Cj"It  is  the  secret  work  of  Great  Britain,  and  its 
object  is  to  check  or  destroy  our  naval  means  by 
reducing  or  destroying  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Let  our  statesmen  look  to  it.] 

Ed.  Reo. 


— — 

CHRONICLE. 

The  steam  boat  Surprise  (which  plies  regularly 
to  and  from  several  neighboring  places  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  its  waters,)  was  much  injured  by 
fire  whilst  lying  at  the  wnarf  in  Baltimore,  or  Tues- 
day last,  at  2 o’clock,  A.  M.  She  belongs  to  the 
mayor,. Geo.  Stiles,  esq.  and  his  son.  Tiiere  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  in- 
cendiary. The  damages  will  be  repaired  in  three 
or  four  weeks — loss  about  3000  dollars. 

Two  French  frigates,  the  Cleopatra  and  the 
Duchess  of  Berri,  have  arrived  in  ihe  Chesapeake 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  are  about  to  return  to 
France. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  the  times,  v/e  observe 
there  is  a large  export  of  ivheat  from  the  district 
of  Maine. 

Capt-  Jones,  of  the  navy,  after  an  absence  of  twen- 
ty years,  visited  |iis  native  village  Smyrna,  m Dela- 
ware, where  a public  dinner  was  given  to  him,  the 
governor  of  the  state  being  one  of  the  party. 

7iread— 500  iocves  of  light  bread  Were  lately 
seized  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  which  according  to  law, 
were  advertised  to  be  given  to  the  poor.  But  there 
were  not  applicants  enough  to  take  them  away. 

The  poor  taxes  of  Philadelphia  city  and  county, 
are  said  to  amount  to  150,000  dollars  a year.  A 
great  waste  of  money  is  complained  of. 

A name.  There  is  a place  called  Penn-Yan  in 
New  York,  so  named  because  the  settlement  was 
made  by  P(??msylvanians  and  JTaiikees! 

J\Te~iospapers.  It  is  said  that,  in  the  year  1803, 
the  Canandaigua  Repository  was  the  only  paper, 
published  west  of  Utica.  There  are  now  forty! 

Whale  fishery.  The  ship  Globe,  with  2,200  bbls. 
of  sperm,  oil,  from  Conception  bay,  and  the  Samuc], 
with  1600  from  the  Brazil  banks,  have  arrived  at 
Nantucket. 

The  captain  of  the  Globe  brings  the  following 
lists  of  the  whale  ships  of  Nantucket  and  New-Bed- 
ford;  and  from  his  idea,  it  does  not  appear  there 
will  be  many  vessels  ready  to  return  in  the  present 
probably  four  or  five. 


March  5,  1818.  Franklin,  1400— Mars,  1400— He- 
ro, 1200 — Independence,  400 — Xhomas,  400.  April 
20<A,  Essex,  800 — Improvement,  600— Factor,  180 
sperm.  270  whale.  May  1st.  Vulture,  MOO— Crite- 
rion, 300 — Gov.Strong,  200  sperm.  150  whale-^Hys- 
co,  1400 — Alert,  brig,  300— Gen.  Jackson,  brig,  350 
— North  America,  200  sperm.  800  whale»— Atlas, 
180 — Brothers,  300— President,  280 — Lady  Adams, 
on  the  sea  coast,  no  account— of  N,  Bedford,  Jan. 
20,  Maria,  60— Diana,  60— Eliza  Baker,  60.  March 
5,  Wdliam  and  Eliza,  300— Swift,  1300. 

7'roveUiiig.  The  distance  from  Baltimore  to  Elk- 
ton  is  seventy  four  miles  by  water.  The  steam 
boat  New  Jersey  has  made  the  trip  in  six  hours,  and 
a half, 

Salt  loorks,  on  an  extensive  scale,  have  been  erect- 
ed at  Levvistpwn,  Del. — the  manufacture  ^is  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  power  of  the  sun. 

Cleopatra’s  Purge,  the.farnous  vessel  built  by  the 
late  capt.  Crowninshield,  was  lately  sold  at  auction 
for  15,000  dollars,  being  divested  of  her  extra  fur-; 
niture  valued  at  7 or  8000  dollars. 

Peep-digging.  We  have  before  noticed  the  pre- 
serverance  of  a person  seeking  salt-water  in  New- 
York— The  Chatauque  Gazette  says,  that  Mr.  Buf- 
fington, of  Portland,  in  this  county,  has  resumed 
his  laborious  undertaking  in  search  of  salt  water, 
He  has  perforated  100  feet  further  injo  the  rock, 
making  altogether  six  hundred  and  thirty  feet; 
which  is  believed  to  be  100  feet  lower  than  the 
level  of  the  tide  waters  of  the  Hudson  river  at  Al- 
bany, and  300  feet  lower  than  the  greatest  known 
depth  of  Lake  Erie.  Mr.  B’s  object  is  still  unattain- 
ed. 

Married,  at  Thea-catek-kah,  near  fort  Mitchel, 
(Creek  Nation)  on  the  14th  ultimo,  William  S. 
Mitchel,  esq  .assistant  Indian  agent,  to  Miss  Jenny, 
eldest  davighier  Of  the  celebrated  Creek  warrior, 
general  William  M’Intosh. 

Died,  recently,  field-marshal  prince  Barclay  do 
To  iy,  near  Petersburg. 

ir  Franklin  cotinty,  N.  C,  on  the  20th  ult.  col. 

Thomas  Sherrod,  about  90  years  of  age;  and  on 
the  26lh  George  Richards,  of  the  same  county, 
aged  91.  Mr.  Richards  was,  in  his  youth,  in  the 
British  navy.  He  was  a soldier  under  Washington 
at  Braddock’s  defeat;  had  six  song  who  fought  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  seventeen  grand-sons 
in  the  late  war. — Both  these  venerable  men  were 
freemasons,  and  respectable  planters.  And  lately, 
in  the  same  county,  John  Gober,  nearly  100  years 
of  age.  He  was  also  a soldier  at  Braddock’s  de* 
feat. — Raleigh  Reg. 

in  Kiiox  county,  Tennessee,  Mr.  Daniel 

Anderson,  aged  one  hundred  and  eleven  years; 
who  until  a few  weeks  before  his  death  walked 
into  Knoxville,  as  usual,  and  transacted  his  ordi- 
nary business.  He  retained  his  mental  powers  un- 
til a few  moments  before  his  departure. 

Fish  killed.  A Doylegtown,  Penn,  paper  says.— 
Immense  numbers  of  Fish  were  floating  in  the  Nes- 
homony  creek,  in  a torpid  and  dead  state,  on  Sun- 
day, the  121h  inst.  The  water  was  very  shallow,  oc- 
casioned by  the  long  absence  of  rain,  And  as  that 
day  and  the  preceecling  one,  were  unusually  hot, 
to  this  circumstance  is  their  death  attributed.  Au 
observing  friend  mentions  a similar  occurrence 
about  40  years  since. 

A good  hit.  The  English  papers  (says  the  Port- 
land Argus)  notice  a great  improvement  in  their 
naval  architecture — the  con.struction  of  round 
sterns”  to  their  ships  of  war,  winch  enables  them 
to  fiKht  more  than  twice  the  number  of  guns  astern, 
improvmemt  has  unchnjbtedly'  been  .sugg^ted 
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by  the  incidents  of  the  late  war  with  this  country. 
Stern-chaaers  were  not  frequently  their  main  depen- 
dence. See  page  402. 

Emigration  continues  at  the  probable  rate  of  200 
persons  per  day.  A New  York  paper  of  Monday 
last  announces  the  arrival  ajt  ihat  port  of  124  per- 
sons, in  8 vessels,  for  the  preceding  48  hours. 
The  current  is  steady.  On  Thursday,  a Russian 
ship  arrived  at  Baltimore  with  70  passengers  from 
Ireland. 

JVew  York  Aug.  2.— Captain  Holdridge,  of  the 
ship  Bellona,  who  arrived  this  morning,  in  58  days 
from  Havre  de  Grace,  informs  us,  that  on  the  6th 
of  J une,  while  off  Laliave,  he  discovered  a man  on 
board,  who  had  secreted  himself  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a passage  to  America. — It  was  under- 
stood that  he  was  a native  of  Flanders,  and  that  he 
had  his  father’s  permission  to  come  to  this  country. 
He  had  previously  attempted  to  get  off  in  the  Ge- 
neral Hamilton;  but  on  her  touching  at  Cowes,  he 
was  discovered  and  sent  back.  When  he  was  in- 
formed that  he  must  leave  the  Bellona,  a boat  hav- 
ing been  hailed  to  convey  him  to  the  shore,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  bow  of  the  ship,  deliberately  drew  a 
pistol,  shot  himself,  and  fell  overboard.  . 

Louisiana  election.—Xw  arrival  from  New  Orleans 
brings  papers  containing  a return  from  12  parishes 
for  representative  in  congress.  The  result,  so  far, 
was — for  Mr.  Butler  1205;  Mr.  Livingston  1171. 

Ontario. — A new  steam-boat  has  been  launched 
at  S.tckett’s  Harbor,  to  ply  between  that  place  ai»id 
Kingston.  It  is  expected  she  will  make  her  trips 
in  four  hours — the  distance  is  40  miles.  ' 

Prophecy. — In  anecdotes  of  the  life  of  bishop 
Watson  lately  published,  we  meet  with  the  follow 
ing  prediction  made  by  the  bishop  in  1804. 

“The  death  of  a single  prince  in  any  part  ofEu- 
rope,  remarkable  either  for  wisdom  or  folly,  ren- 
ders political  conjectures  of  future  contingencies 
so  extremely  uncertain,  that  I seldom  indulge  my- 
self in  forming  them;  yet  it  scenes  to  me  probable 
that  Europe  will  soon  be  divided  among  three 
powers,  France,  Austria,  and  Russia;  and  in  half  a 
century  between  two,  France  and  Russia;  and  that 
America  -will  become  the  greatest  naval  power  on  the 
globe  and  be  replenished  by  migrations  of  oppressed  and 
discontented  people  from  every  part  of  Europe.^* 

Texas,  &c.  The  following  extract  of  a letter 
from  Dr.  Sibley,  dated  Nachitoche?,  June  1818,  has 
been  published  at  Natchez — 

“A  trader  has  lately  arrived  from  the  Caman- 
ches  and  reports  that  that  nation  has  lately  taken 
2000  souls, as  prisoners  from  tlie  province  of  Texas, 
and  that  tliey  are  disposed  and  do  even  sell  them 
f)r  the  same  price  at  which  mules  sell  in  their  na- 
tion. 

“I  liave  lately  \inderstood  that  two  vessels  had 
arrived  at  Galveztown  witli  three  or  four  hundred 
African  slave.s,  all  of  wliich  are  intended  for  Loui- 
siana and  the  state  of  Mississippi.  Gen.  Lulle- 
mand  and  his  party  remain  as  they  were,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Trinity  river,  erecting  forts; 
some  reinforcements  are  joining  them,  principally 
Europeans.” 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A rnOCLAl^UTIOK. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  congress  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  t'alrd  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
liundred  and  fifteen,  so  much  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  the  sliips  and  vessel,  and  on 
goods,  v.'ares  and  mercliandize,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  as  imposed  a discriminating  duty  of 
to.nnage  between  for elgn  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 


Hnited  States,  and  between  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  were  repealed  so  far  as  the  same 
respected  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  nation 
to  which  such  foreign  ship  or  vessel  might  belong, 
such  repeal  to  take  effect  in  lavor  of  any  foreign 
nation,  whenever  the  president  of  the  United  States 
should  be  satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  coun- 
tervailing duties  of  such  foreign  nation,  so  far  as 
they  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  abolished: 

And  whereas,  satisfactory  proof  has  been  receiv- 
ed  by  me,  from  the  burgo-masters  and  senators  of 
the  free  and  Hanseatic  city  of  Bremen,  that,  from 
and  after  the  12th  day  of  May,  1815,  all  discrimi- 
nating or  countervailing  duties  of  said  city,  so  far 
as  they  operated  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  have  been  and  are  abolished. 

Now,  therefore,  1 Jatvies  Moiikoe,  president  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  proclaim,  that  so  much  of  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
and  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported 
iiuo  the  United  States,  as  imposed  a discriminating 
duty  of  tonnage  between  vessels  of  the  free  and 
Hanseatic  ci(y  of  Bremen  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  vessels  of  Bremen  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  are  repealed,  so  far  us  the  same  re- 
spect  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  free, 
Hanseatic  city  of  Bremen. 

Given  under  nay  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,, 
this  twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  and  the  forty-third  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  president, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
Secretary  of  state. 


Strange  incident.  From  Richmond  Compiler, 
of  July  2.— A gentleman  of  great  respectability,  in- 
forms us  of  a very  singular  event  which  happened 
a few  days  since  in  Hanover  county — on  the  planta- 
tion of  Mrs.  Hawes,  within  a few  miles  of  this  city. 
A negro  woman  left  her  sucking  child  asleep  in  her 
cabin  to  bring  water  from  a spring.  On  returning 
to  the  door  of  her  humble  dwelling,  what  was  her 
astonishment  and  horror  at  seeing  a black  snake, 
coiled  around  the  neck  of  her  infant,  with  its 
mouth  applied  to  and  apparently  introduced  into 
that  of  the  child!  Words  are  too  faint  to  give  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  feelings  of  the  mother.  With 
the  wild  shriek  of  horror,  she  rushed  from  the  ca- 
bin, crying  aloud  for  a.ssistance,  and  flew  into  the 
presence  of  her  mistress.  There  was  not  a man 
near  them.  They  returned  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cipitation to  the  cabin,  whence  they  saw  the  snake 
departing,  who  gliding  through  the  weeds  effected 
his  escape.  Oa  examining  the  poor  infant,  it  was 
found  dead. — It  is  known  that  black  snakes  are 
fond  of  milk,  and  that  to  satiate  their  appetite,  they 
will  sometimes  twine  themselves  around  the  legs 
of  the  cow,  in  order  to  suck  its  teats.— It  is  sup- 
posed that  allured  by  the  smell  of  milk  in  the 
mouth  of  the  child,  the  snake  coiled  around  its 
neck,  and  applied  its  own  mouth  to  t'nat  of  the  in- 
fint.  Its  gripe  is  known  to  be  very  strong — and  by 
this  as  well  as  by  introducing  its  head  into  the 
mouth,  completely  strangled  the  baby.  It  had  no 
marks  of  a bite  about  it.— Few  modes  of  death  can 
be  conceived  more  horrible  than  thie- 
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The  next  number  of  the  Register  will  fii'ish  the 
14th  vol.  or  7th  year  of  our  editorial  labors.  The 
subsequent  volume,  we  hope,  will  present  a greater 
vurfety  of  original  matter  than  the  current  one  has 
afibrded,  though,  perhaps,  less  important.  With 
two  or  three  articles  more  upon  banking,  we  intend 
to  close  tiie  subject  until  about  the  time  when  the 
legislatures  of  the  Several  states,  and  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  in  Session;  at  which  we  shall  attempt 
to  shew  cause  v)hy,  and  Aow,  the  people  should  be 
protected  against  their  enemies,  the  “rag  barons” 
—and  exhibit  the  mtentiotu  pov^er  and  operation  of 
the  United  States’  bank  upon  the  local  banks,  and 
the  community  at  large. 

The  writer  of  the  “paper-system”  has  favored  us 
with  another  article,  entitled  “the  Farmer  and  the 
Broker— a<true  story” — which  shews  how  an  estate, 
worth  200,000  dollars,  may  be  caused  to  change 
owners;  with  a hint  to  lottery  makers^  &,c.  We  re- 
gret that  peculiar  circumstances  compels  the  post- 
ponement of  this  article  until  nex.  week. 

0:^We  have  since  our  last  paper  collected  a long 
string  of  ilPgilimate  doings  amongst  rags.  We  shall 
-notice  the  disgusting  subject  once  more,  and  then 
entirely  dismiss  it,  except  the  necessity  of  a renewal 
shall  be  apparent  to  the  good  of  the  people. 


^^National  Currency. 

The  following  extraordinary  article  ought,  in  its 
course,  to  have  been  Registered  long  ago;  but 
we  purposely  postponed  its  insertion  until  the 
people  were  prepared  to  estimate  as  they  ought 
the  facts,  (if  facts  they  are)  it  contains.  We 
would  rather  yet  have  deferred  the  publication  a 
little  longer;  but  it  seemed  necessary  to  give  it 
a place  in  the  present  volume  of  our  work,  which 
will  be  closed  on  Saturday  next.  We  have  add- 
ed a few  remarks  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Calhoun^ 
and  on  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lloyd. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  national  currency^  in- 
structed  by  a resolntion  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, to  enquire  whether  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  adopted  any 
arrangement  by  which  the  specie  part  of  the  second 
instalment  can  be  evaded  or  postponed. 

Jan.  10,  1817 — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  committee  on  the  national  currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
directing  them  to  inquire  “whether  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
have  adopted  any  arrangement  by  which  the  spe- 
cie portion  of  the  second  instalment  can  be  evaded 
or  postponed,  and  if  such  arrangement  has  been 
made,  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  regulation 
by  which  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the 
second  instalment  may  be  enforced  at  the  tjme  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  within  a limit- 
ed lime  thereafter,” — Report — 

That  they  have  availed  themselves  of  the  op 
portunity  of  obtaining  the  information  required  by 
the  house,  through  the  hon  Jumesldoyd,  and  of  th.e 
directors  of  the  National  Bank,  who  are  now  in 
this  this  city.  In  answer  to  their  enquiries,  the 
Committee  received  from  him  the  letter  which  ac- 
companies this  report,  and -on  mature  exarninatlon 


of  the  facts  disclosed  by  it,  they  are  of  opisuon  that 
the  bank,  in  adopting  the  arrangement,  were  actuat- 
ed by  a sincere  desire  to  effect  t!ie  great  objects  for 
which  it  was  instituted;  as  Well  as  a regard  to  its 
own  immediate  interest.  Th.e  committee  are  una- 
nimously of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
adopt  any  regulation;  and  therefore  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  national 
currency  be  discharged  from  further  pi'oceeding 
on  the  above  recited  resolution. 

Committee  room,  9th  January,  1817. 

Dear  sir, — Tiie  committee  on  the  national  cur- 
rency have,  by  the  vote  of  the  house,  been  directed 
to  inquire,  “whether  the  president  and  director; 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  adopted 
any  arrangement  by  which  the  specie  part  of  the 
second  instalment  can  be  evaded,  or  postponed;’^ 
and  I have  been  directed  by  the  committee  to  re- 
quest you,  as  one  of  the  directors  of  that  institu- 
tion, to  inform  them  whether  any  such  arrange- 
ment has  bee-n  adopted;  and,  if  any,  of  what  charac- 
ter. Should  there  be  any  sucli  arrangement,  the 
committee  would  be  gratified  in  knowing  the  ob- 
ject and  reasons  of  the  bank  in  adopting  it;  and  in 
making  this  request  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood,  that  they  do  not  consider  it  any  pai't  of  their 
duty  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  arrange- 
ment, provided  it  be  within  the  limits  of  the  char- 
lei  ed  powers  of  the  bank. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  Sec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUK. 

Hon.  James  Lloyd, 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  a note  from  you  of  this  date,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  national  currency,  infoi-m- 
ing  me  that  the  committee  have,  by  a vote  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  been 
instructed  to  enquire  “whether  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have 
adopted  any  arraRge*ient,  by  which  the  specie 
part  of  the  second  instalment  can  be  evaded  or 
postponed;”  and  requesting  of  me,  as  one  of  the 
directors  qf  that  institution,  to  inform  the  commit- 
tee whether  any  such  arrangement  has  been  adopt- 
ed, and,  if  any,  of  what  character.? 

With  that  readiness,  springing  from  the  high  de- 
gree of  respect  to  which  every  branch  of  the  na- 
tional government  is  entitled,  and  which  it  cannot 
fail  to  command,  I proceed,  sir,  resp'^clfully  to 
comply  with  your  request;  first  premising,  that  I 
have  neitlier  authority  nor  instruction,  nor  indeevl 
any  intimation  on  the  subject  from  the  directors  of 
the  bank;  and  althougii  I have  had  the  honor  to  be 
a member  cf  the  board,  it  may  now  be  uncertain 
whether  I am  or  not  still  in  the  direction;  the  result 
of  the  recent  election  not  being  yet  known,  ajid  no 
wish, having  been  expressed  by  me  for  the  continu- 
ance of  that  confidence  with  which  I had  been  ho- 
nored on  a former  occasion. 

The  committee,  therefore,  will  be  pleased  to 
consider  the  remarks  which  may  follow,  as  havirv*' 
no  other  weight  than  may  be  derived  from  heir 
coming  from  an  individual,  whose  situation,  per. 
haps,  enabled  him  to  form  a judgment  on  grounds 
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not  so  open  for  observalion  to  the  public  at  large 
as  to  himself 

It  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  the  directors  of 
tlie  B ink  of  the  United  States,  so  to  conduct  the 
preliminary  measures  and  organizing  of  that  insti- 
tution as  to  Insure,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  ac 
complishment  of  some  of  t!ie  great  ends  of  its  estab- 
lishment; and  among  them  pre-eminently  that  of 
aifling  in  restoring  the  currency  of  the  United 
States  to  a specie  medium:  in  this  desire  the  direc. 
tion  has  always  been  unanimous,  and  a single  dis- 
seution  on  this  head  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  ex- 
isted among  its  members. 

One  of  the  earliest  measures  of  the  bank  has  been 
to  send  an  agent  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing and  importing  iVito  the  United  States  an 
amount  of  specie,  which,  when  received,  cannot 
fail  to  have  a very  favorable  effect  on  the  money  cir- 
culations of  the  country.  In  tliis  measure  and  ob- 
ject several  of  the  state  banks  have  united;  and 
from  the  respectabiliity  of  the  agent  selected  for 
tills  purpose,  and  the  means  and  powers  with  which 
he  is  invested,  there  appears  to  be  no  reasonable 
ground  for  apprehension  of  a failure  in  his  accom- 
plishing the  object  of  his  mission. 

Urior  to  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  (Dec.  31,)  no 
di.scount  had  been  made  by  the  bank  or  any  of  its 
hranches.  A resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors,  on  the  18th  of  December,  of 
the  following  tenor,  to  wit: 

“Resolved,  That  on  the  31st  inst.  the  board  will 
proceed  to  discount  notes  or  bills  not  having 
more  than  sixty  days  to  run,  and  made  payable  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stages,  secured  by  a depo- 
sire  of  an  equal  amount  of  public  debt,  at  ninety 
per  cent,  on  the  par  value  thereof,  with  power  to 
sell  and  transfer  the  said  stock,  or  debt,  in  default 
of  payment,  when  due,  of  the  notes  which  may  be 
discounted  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  respective 
boards  of  directors  of  the  offices  of  discount  and 
deposiie  at  Boston,  New- York  and  Baltimore,  he 
authorised  to  discount  in  like  manner,  upon  the 
same  terms  and  conditions,  and  to  an  extent  not 
exceeding  one  tenth  of  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  capital  of  the  bank,  at  dieir  respective 
places.” 

Tills  resolution  was  subsequently  modified  on 
the  last  day  of  my  being  at  the  board,  prior  to 
my  leaving  Philadelphia,  and  among  the  altera 
lions,  on  two  points  named  by  myself;  the  one  was 
that  the  notes  on  which  discount  might  be  made, 
sliould  be  payable  at  maturity  in  specie,  or  bills  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  the  other,  that 
no  stockholder  should  be  entitled  to  a discount 
under  the  resolu’ ion,  unless  he  paid  into  the  bank 
the  stock  proportion  of  the  second  instalment  due 
on  ills  sliares.  1 believe,  also,  that  the  resolution 
was  so  modified  as  to  make  it  apply  to  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  bank;  but,  I do  not  recollect  that 
there  was  any  preventive  provision,  which  would 
deprive  a stockholder  who  had  previously  paid  in 
tiie  .specie  part  of  his  instalment,  from  availing  of 
a discounv  under  the  resolution— I think  no  such 
restriction  existed. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  eighteenth  Decern 
her  was  modified,  and  as  I do  not  find  among 
my  papers  a copy  of  it  when  amended,  and  as 
1 was  much  occupied  at  the  time  in  preparing 
to  leave  the  city,  1 cannot  be  so  precise,  as 
I should  w ish  to  be,  ih  the  communication  I liavc 
t\ow  the  honor  to  make  to  tiis  committee;  for  the 
.same,  reasons  I cannot  trust  myself  to  detad 
the  vnonves  which  induced  the  passing  the  reso 
lution  as  it  was  ultimately  adopted,  lest  I should  be 


guilty  of  an  injustice  to  the  views  of  the  gentle* 
men  with  whom  I had  been  called  to  act,  by  giv- 
ing  an  opening  to  any  unfavorable  imputation,  to 
which  they  could  alone  be  exposed  by  the  inaccu- 
rate medium  through  which  their  sentiments  would 
in  that  case  pass.  In  compliance,  however,  with 
what  I understand  to  be  the  wish  of  the  committee, 

I win,  with  their  permission,  briefly  state  my  own 
impressions  on  the  subject. 

It  has  been,  and  still  is,  my  most  earnest  desire, 
in  common  with  that  of  the  other  directors,  to  carry 
this  bank  into  the  most  speedy  and  extensively 
useful  operation  that  its  provisions  will  admit;  and, 
as  one  mean  of  doing  this,  to  fortify  it  by  the  accu- 
mulation of  specie  in  its  vaults  by  every  fair  me- 
thod in  its  power  to  adopt;  under  these  disposi- 
tions, it  was  repugnant  to  my  wishes'  to  have  any 
arrangement  made  which  might  carry  with  it  to  th6 
public,  the  appearance  of  a contrary  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  direction,  while  1 know  that  no 
such  disposition  exists  ih  it— still,  as  the  national 
objects  of  our  pursuit  must  always  be  limited  by 
the  means  of  attainment  at  our  command,  candor 
did  elsewhere,  and  still  does  compel  me  to  state, 
that  if  the  resolution  of  the  18th  December,  or  its 
modification,  does  not  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
charter,  or  law  establishing  the  bank,  (which  I 
hope  presently  to  shew  that  it  does  not,')  the  ef- 
fects of  it  are  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  public,  uphold  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and 
to  carry  into  effect  the  beneficent  views  of  the  go- 
vernment in  its  establishment,  more  promptly  than 
could  be  done  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolu- 
tion. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  usefulness  of  the  bank  must 
be  dependent  on  the  means  in  its  possession  to 
carry  its  operation  to  an  extent,  in  some  degree, 
commensurate  with  the  public  expectations;  these 
means  are  at  present  exclusively  confined  to  its 
own  capital.  The  government  can,  and  will  give 
it  eventually,  a permanent  power  and  influence, 
through  its  deposits,  and  the  collection  of  its  re- 
revenue over  all  the  other  monied  institutions  in 
tlie  country;  but  these  are  golden  advantages  only 
for  the  future — at  present  they  do  not  exist.  The 
bank  has  not  been  in  a state  to  receive  deposits 
from  individuals,  and  if  it  jiad  been,  individuals 
would  not  make  such  deposits  in  specie  for  gene- 
ral use;  and  the  government  has  not  the  funds  to 
place  in  it,  except  in  a depreciated  state  bank  pa- 
paper,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could 
only  re  issue  to  the  order  of  government  without 
benefit,  or  be  obliged  to  replace,  at  a heavy  loss,  by 
its  own  paper,  which  never  can  be  other  than  the 
representative  of  the  precious  metals,  at  the  rates 
which  make  them  the  only  lawful  currency  of  the 
country. 

Thus  situated  and  divested  of  external  aid,  at- 
tention was  naturally  turned  to  the  receipt  of  the 
2nd  instalment,  as  the  principal  means  of  strength- 
ening tlie  resources  of  the  bank,  when  it  was  per- 
ceived, that  from  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  mo- 
ney market,  and  the  deranged  bank  circulations 
of  the  country,  and  the  light  penalty  incurred  by 
an  orrvission  duly  to  make  the  second  instalment, 
instead  of  inducements  being  oflered  for  pnnctuali- 
iy,  a premium  was,  in  fact,  proffered  to  delin- 
quents. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  only  penal- 
t)  attaching  to  a non-payment  of  the  second  instal- 
ment, prior  to  the  declaration  of  the  first  divi- 
dend, is  t!,e,f  rfeiuire  ofjthat  dividend,  which  must, 
of  necessi  y,  from  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  has  been 
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placed  at  its  commencement,  be  an  extremely  small 
one,  perhaps  not  exceeding,  (if  the  intervening 
charges  are  deducted,  as  they  ought  to  be)  two 
percent,  on  the  the  first  instalment;  thus  leaving,  if 
specie  maintained  the  rate  it  was  at  in  Philadel- 
phia at  the  time  the  resolution  passed,  of  8 per 
cent,  advance,  (and  if  any  excitement  had  been 
produced,  by  a large  increased  demand,  it  would 
have  risen  to  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.)  and’it  should 
also  fall  to  its  par  value  in  July,  as  it  must  do  if  the 
banks  then  resume  their  specie  payments,  a gain  to 
the  stockholder,  who  refused  to  meet  the  payment 
of  his  instalment,  of  at  least  thirty-three  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  dividend  more 
than  would  be  received  by  him  who  honorably 
paid  it. 

Thus  circumstanced,  if  It  were  practicable  to  of- 
fer an  inducement,  or  facility  for  the  payment  of 
this  instalment,  without  an  infringement  of  statute 
ry  provisions,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  desirable 
to  do  it. 

A large  part  of  the  stock  is,  undoubtedly,  in  the 
hands  of  real  capitalists,  who  have  embarked  their 
funds  in  the  institution,  and  intend  to  share  its  fate, 
but  it  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  some  part 
of  the  stock,  and  that  not  a small  one,  is  in  the 
possession  of  those,  who  very  fairly  mean  to  make 
an  advantageous  use  of  the  confidence  they  reposed 
in  the  good  faith  and  resources  of  the  country,  over 
that  manifested  by  others  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
But  whether  the  stock  be  held  by  the  one  class  or 
the  other,  experience  has  verified  to  the  conviction 
of  most  persons,  who  have  had  occasion  to  remark 
it,  that  any  very  strong  reliance  upon  the  construe 
tive  obligations  of  monied  men,  in  opposition  to 
their  pecuniary  interest,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
special  agreement  on  their  part,  would  form  a most 
fragile  dependence  for  a great  banking  institution 
to  bottom  its  operations  upon. 

If  I have  succeeded  at  all  in  my  object,  sir,  it 
will  then  be  perceived,  first,  that  it  was  important 
to  secure  to  the  bank  the  receipt  of  the  second  in- 
stalment of  its  capital;  and  next,  that  the  bank  pos- 
sessed no  effective  means  to  enforce  that  payment 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  stockholders. 
The  question  then  fairly  arises,  have  the  directors 
of  the  bank  adopted  any  measures,  violating  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  incorporation  by  creating 
that  inducement.? 

The  bank,  undoubtedly,  is  authorised  to  conduct 
its  business  on  accustomed  or  usual  banking  prin- 
ciples. No  restriction  exists  in  the  law  restraining 
the  commencing  discounts  to  an  appointed  day; 
this  part  of  the  operations  of  the  bank  resting, 
therefore,  in  the  discretion  of  the  directors. 

Nearly,  if  not  all,  the  banks  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  believed,  begin  their  discounts  on  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment:  it  was  done  by  the  former 
United  States’  bank.  The  present  bank  has  re- 
ceived some  months  past  this  instalment,  amount- 
ing to  30  per  cent,  of  its  capital,  exclusive  of 
that  portion  belonging  to  the  government;  and  by 
the  resolution  before  referred  to,  it  has  authorised 
discounts  to  the  extent  of  ten  per  cent,  on  its  indi 
vidual  subscriptions.  This  would  seem  to  be  fully 
witliin  the  authorised  powers  of  the  bank;  and  if 
the  resolution  does  not,  as  I presume  it  does  not, 
interdict  a stockholder,  who  had  before  paid  his  in- 
stalment, from  obtaining  a discount,  the  proceeds  of 
that  discount  may  be  applied  to  any  object  to 
which  he  may  choose  to  appropriate  it;  here  then,  is 
no  violation  of  the  charter,  ft  is  true,  stockhold- 
ers may,  and  will  obtain  discounts;  and  with  the 
funds  procured  from  such  discounts  pay  their  in- 


stalments; but  the  question  then  re  urs,  if  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  liave  not  been  violated,  will  the 
bank  be  benefited  or  injured  by  the  measure  that 
has  been  adopted.?  A consideration  perhaps  more 
directly  applying  to  the  stocldjolders  on  the  one 
part  and  the  directors  on  the  other;  but  for  the 
reasons  before  stated,  I both  hope  and  believe,  that 
the  interests  of  the  bank  and  the  public  will  alike 
be  promoted  by  the  course  that  has  been  pursued, 
from  the  effect  it  will  produce  in  sectiring  posses- 
sion to  the  bank  of  a part  of  its  capilal,  which  it 
could  not  otherwise  so  speedily  have  commanded. 

Permit  me,  sir,  before  closing^this  very  hasty  let- 
ter, written  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  without 
preparation,  and  with  scarcely  a single  minute  to 
refer  to,  or  even  tlie  law  eslablishi’'g  the  bank  be- 
fore me,  to  solicit  your  indulgence  for  any  deficien- 
cies ifmay  exhibit;  and  also  to  allo'.vmeto  express 
my  full  confidence,  that  while  the  directors  of  the 
bank  ought  to  feel  grateful  for  the  wakeful  vigi- 
lance that  is  manifested  towards  It'.em,  they  would 
derive  great  satisfaction  from  submitting  all  tlieir 
proceedings  to  t!ie  inspection  of  any  agent  or  com- 
mittee, who  might  be  appointed  for  that  purpose 
by  the  honora-de  hquse  to  which  you  belong;  as 
they  would  be  desirous  of  an  opportunity  to  prove, 
that  they  have  at  least  endeavoured  to  merit  that 
countenance-and  pratronage  which  they  are  sure  of 
receiving,  when  merited,  from  the  national  legis- 
lature; and  on  which,  crippled  and  environed  as  the 
institution  must  be  in  its  outset,  with  dilriculties 
arising  from  the  perplexed  state  of  the  different 
local  currencies  of  the  United  States,  the  directors 
have  calculated,  as  aflbrding  to  them  the  surest 
basis  to  sustain  the  bank  in  the  due  estimalion  and 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  to  insure  to  it  that 
degree  of  usefulness,  to  which  the  interest  of  the 
government,  the  magnitude  of  its  capital,  and  tl)e 
important  duties  it  has  to  fulfil,  so  justly  entitle  it. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LLOYD. 

Washijigton,  January  9,  1 817. 

To  the  hon.  Mr.  Calhoiin,  chairman  of 

the  committee  on  the  national  currency. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  ABOYE. 

The  preceding  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
national  currency,  of  which  the  Aon.*  Mr.  Calhoun, 
was  chairman,  was  the  consequence  of  a resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Forsyth, f and  agreed  to  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  seventh  of  January, 
1817.  In  the  space  of  three  days—^\\vte  little  days, 

♦I  have  italicised  “honorable,”  not  from  personal 
disrespect  to  Mr.  Lloyd  or  Mr.  Calhoun,  but  iu 
disrespect  to  the  silly  and  anti-republican  practice 
of  using  the  phrase — and  especiaily  to  reprehend 
its  introduction  into  slate  papers. 

j-Mr.  Forsyth,  the  day  after  the  delivery  of  this 
report,  offered  certain  resolutions  tending  to  impli- 
cate the  bank,  (supposing  that  all  that  the  hon. 
M -.  Lloyd  had  said  was  “the  truth,  the  lohole  ’.ruth 
and  nothing  but  the  truth”)  as  having  violated  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  its  charter— which,  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  for  want  of  time  to 
consider  them,  or  because  the  house  was  not  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  them,  were  on  his  own  motion, 
indefinitely  postponed!  I am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  unless  the  people  themselves  take  a firm  .stand 
about  the  hanks,  there  will  be  found  too  few  mem- 
bers eiiher  of  he  national  or  state  legislatures, 
to  have  honest  i-< dependence  enough  to  keep  them- 
selves from  Gommitting  actiul  cjr  moral  perjury. 
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il>e  committee  have  fluly  examined  all  the  bear- 
of  the  important  matter  submitted  to  them, 
and  are  prepared  to  report what? — facts  deriv- 

ed from  authentic  sources?  by  no  means; — but  tlie 
haltincr  and  stumbling’,  or.  else  methodically  indis- 
trnct  notions,  impressions,  or  opinions  of  the  hon. 
]^Tr.  Lloyd;— disclaiming  any  avithority  to  speak  on 
tlie  subject;  acting,  in  every  respect,  as  a simple 
individual;  ignorant  whether  he  then  was  even  a 
director  ofthe  bank!  And  wliatdoeshe  his 

f.iCis  are  only  intimcitio7is  of  facts:  but  what  he 
uai  ied  of  fact  he  made  up  of  argument—aaxA  this 
M’gument  of  a private  gentlerhujit  is  returned  to 
<-onpress  by  one  of  its  committees  as  their  report, 
— on  which  they  claim  to  be  discharged  from  a fur- 
Iher  consideration  of  the  subject!  In  my  homely 
opinion,  the  honorable  committee  might  as  7ye/?have 
inti  oduced  an  essay  on  the  matter  from  a newspa- 
per, selected  by  the  assistance  of  a pair  of  sharp 
sf'issors.  Well  might  Mr.  Forsyth  call  it  a report 
of  ii'^singidur  characted^ — but  the  committee  was 
dismiss  tl  as,  having  performed  its  duty!!  1 doRot 
pretend  positively  to  assert  it,  but  with  the  best 
exertion  of  my  recollection,  I cannot  bring  it  to 
memory,  that  the  opinion  of  an  iitdividjtal  was  ever 
before  officially  reported  to  congress  as  fact — and 
esyieciidly  in  a case  like  this,  where  facts,  “in 
black  and  white^’  and /?§’Mrej,”miglit  have 
been  had  so  easily.  The  /jo«.  Mr.  Lloyd  says  that 
“lie  had  not  received  any  intimation  on  the  subject 
from  the  directors.”  I shall  not  deny  what  the 
gentleman  says, — but  he  seems  to  have  been  as 
well  prepared  for  tlie  subject,  “as  could  be  expect- 
ed.” The  bank  could  not  in  any  way  have  been 
so  well  served,  as  by  the  -ivant  of  a “precise”  re- 
collection of  its  proceedings,  to  speculate  upon,  or 
wi’.olly  evade,  the  conditions  ot  its  cliarter. 

'I'he  hon.  Mr.  Lloyd,  gives  us  the  “tenor”  of  a 
resolution  that  was  adopted  by  the  board  on  the 
18th  Dec.  which,  however,  was  subsequently  modi- 
fied. The  amount  of  that  resolution  and  its  modi* 
heal  ion,  so  far  as  we  are  permitted  to  understand 
it,  is  as  follows: 

7'hat  fiotes  payable  in  60  days,  might  be  discounted 
on  account  of  the  second  instalment: 

Pkovideu — 

1.  That  they  were  secured  by  the  deposit  of  an 
equal  amount  of  the  public  debtj  at  90  per  cent, 
on  the  par  value  thereof — 

2.  That  at  tbe  places  whereat  such  discounts  might 
be  made,  the  extent  should  not  exceed  one  tenth 
of  the  amount  of  the  subscription  to  the  capital 
of  the  bank  at  those  places — 

And  as  modified — 

5.  That  those  60  day  notes,  at  maturity,  should  be 
paid  in  specie  or  bills  of  the  bank  ofthe  United 
States — but 

4.  That  no  stock-holder  should  be  entitled  to  a dis- 
count, unless  he  paid  into  the  bank  the  stock 
proportion  on  his  shares. 

Now.  all  this  is  very  smooth.  There  seems  no 
‘doop  on  which  to  hang  a doubt”  but  that  the  di 
rectors  had  really  determined  that  the  second  in- 
.«talment  should  be I say  paid.  lam  unwil- 
ling  to  suppose — nay,  1 cannot  believe,  that  the 
hon.  Mr.  Lloyd,  would  knowingly  state  s/ieeryh/se- 
hoods,  aivd  reason  upon  them  as  facts;  but  I do  say 
that  not  one  of  those  provisos  loere  in  their  letter  or 
spirit  complied  -toith,  unless  the  reneival  of  a 60  day 
note  can  be  considered  as  its  payment — ‘in  specie, 
or  bills  of  tlr  bank  of  the  United  States!’ 

1.  Ji  is  not  true,  tiiat  a deposit  of  the  public  debt, 
at  90  percent  of  its  par  value,  was  made  by  all 
who  ga.'se  their  notes  for  payintnt  of  the  second  in- 


stalment— os  security  for  the  lifting  of  such  notes,  at 
maturity.  1 use  the  word  “all,”  not  because  t 
believe  that  even  cnk  person  did’give  such  colla- 
teral security,  (for  I never  have  heard  that  it 
was  done  by  any  one) — but  to  keep  certainly  with- 
ii'.  the  bounds  of  truth. 

2.  It  is  not  true,  diat  such  discounts  were  limitted 
to  one  tenth  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  sub. 
scribed  for  at  the  places  they  were  made  at:  The 
"zohole  amozmt  of  the  sums  payable  by  many,  per- 
haps, by  every  speculator,  were  so  accommo- 
dated, and  thus  remain  “even  until  this  day;” 
and  their  collateral  security  was,  and  is — their 
stock  in  the  bank  itself — not  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States.  The  amount  of  stock  notes 
at  present  existing,  to  speak  moderately,  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  tioelre;  and  it  may  be, 
are  aho\ t Jlfteeii  millions  of  dollars: 

3.  As  those  notes  are  yet  unpaid,  it  must  be  untrue 
that  they  have  been  either  “in  specie  or 
bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.” 

4.  It  is  not  true,  that  the  stock  proportion  of  the  in- 
stalment was  paid  in  by  all — (probably  not  by 
any  great  stockholders)who  were  accommodated 
with  discounts — apparently  designed  only  for  the 
specie  part  that  shoidd  have  been  paid. 

I have  more  than  once  observed,  that  when  we 
speak  of  the  internal  [I  had  like  to  have  written 
infernal]  proceedings  of  banks,  we  have  to  grope 
about  very  much  in  the  dark,  as  if  dungeoned  in 
the  prisons  of  that  supremely  accursed  institution 
which  impious  villains  call  the  ^dioly  inquisition.** 
But,  "happily,  a few  rays  of  light  have  penetrated 
the  caves  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  and  we  have  discern- 
ed some  objects  worthy  of  attention — enough  to 
shew  that  the  representations  of  tlie  honorable  Mr. 
Lloyd  to  the  honorable  M.r.  Calhoun,  were,  in  every 
particular,  variant  from  the  real  operations  of  the 
bank.  It  is  notorious  to  every  one  that  they  were  so^ 
The  arguments  of  the  /ion.  Mr.  Lloyd  are  as  in- 
tenable  as  his  propositions — even  if  those  proposU 
lions  had  been  just.  The  fact  I believe,  was  thus, 
(mid  this  belief  is  founded  on  a KUowhtHGV:  that  many 
persons  subscribed  for  ma^iy  times  the  amount  of  the 
stock  that  they  toere  able  to  pay  for) — that  the  ac- 
commodation which  the  hon.  Mr.  Lloyd  would 
make  us  apprehend  to  have  grown  out  of  peculiar 
circumstances,  was  calculated  upoit  from  the 

BEGINNING;  THAT  THEY  WHO  PLANNED  THE  ACT  OF  IN- 
CORPORATION, pari  passu,  devised  a scheme  to  vio- 
late ITS  PROVISIONS.  And  this  is  certain,  that  if 
those  who  voted  for  the  incorporation,  had  believ- 
ed it  possible  that  the  stock  and  specie  payments 
of  the  capital  would  have  been  evaded  .as  they  were, 
and  yet  are,  evaded — few  of  them,  indeed,  would 
have  refused  their  sanction  to  a void— to  throw  the 
bill  under  the  table. 

am  sorry  to  express  an  opinion  that  some  who 
voted  for  the  law  incorporating  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  made  money  by  the  law.  Such  things 
have  happened,  notoriously  happened,  in  one  or 
more  state  legislatures;  and  we  shall  never  forget, 
that  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  previous  to  a vote  on  the  subject,  rejected 
a proposition  of  Mr,  Randolph,  that  the  names  of 
the  ‘innocent’  Yazoo  claimants  should  be  exhibited ; 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  an  important 
duly  to  perform,  in  respect  to  the  United  States* 
b mk,  in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  senate, 
offered  by  Mr.  Horsey.  Mr.  Crawford  is  spoken 
of  as  a man  of  inflexible  integrity — we  have  not 
heard  it  impeached:  it  is  a happy  circumstance 
that  he  is  so — for  much  money  might  be  made  by 
a suitable  report  to  the  senate. 
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Public  oiBccs  and  their  Clerks. 

' For  many  years  nast  the  manner  of  doing  business 
in  the  public  offices  at  Washington  City,  with  the 
impertinence,  if  not  corruption,  of  many  of  tbte 
clerks  employed  therein,  have  been  fruitful  topics 
of  common  clamor.  Much  of  this  clamor  may  have 
had  its  origin  in  the  principle  of  the  distich,  which 
says, 

rogue  ere  felt  the  halter  draw 
“With  good  opinion  of  the  law;” 

because  those  clerks  would  not  pass  over  accounts 
improperly  or  unjustly.  But  amongst  so  many 
complaints  some  must  have  been  well  found’^d — 
“there  could  not  be  so  much  smoke  without  fire,” 
as  the  proverb  says — and  we  have  seen  some  facts 
stated  which  convinced  us  i\\gX  speciiladon  (the  pre- 
sent polite  term  for  swindiing)  extensively  prevail-, 
ed  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  was  practised  by 
those  who  of  all  others,  ought  to  have  kept  clean 
hands.  Nor  were  those  complaints  confined  to  the 
simple  affair  of  money-getting;  for,  as  I have  before 
observed  in  this  Work,  the  remark  was  frequently 
made  duri  ig  the  late  war,  by  men  whose  opinion 
was  entitled  to  great  respect,  that  if  a finished 
traitor  to  tlie  United  States  was  desired  to  be  found, 
he  should  be  first  sought  for  in  one  of  the  public 
offices  at  Washington!  The  opinion  of  corruption 
there,  probably  arose  from  the  exce^^sive  freedom 
with  whicli  some  of  the  subordinates  were  accus- 
tomed to  speak  of  men  and  things.  I know  a gen- 
tleman that,  passing  through  Washington  during 
tlie  war,  and  dining  at  a place  where  several  of 
tliese  gentry  were  present,  silenced  their  impu- 
dence by  saying,  “Ae  thought  that  all  alien  enemies 
had  been  ordered  forty  miles  from  tide  -water  T*  Such 
rencontres,  superadded  to  many  things  which  might 
be  mentioned  if  there  was  occasion  for  them,  have 
encouraged  a belief — that  the  capital  of  the  republic 
was  the  very  worst  place  in  all  its  widely  extended  ter. 
ritory  whereat  to  learn  and  to  esteem  republican  vir- 
iue.  Causes  for  this  are  easily  assigned;  but  per- 
haps, they  would  lead  to  party  discussions,  which 
must  be  avoided;  and  I simply  state  what  seems  to 
have  been  well  known  to  all  observing  men. 

It  gives  me  pleasure,  however,  to  believe  that 
such  objections  to  the  manner  of  doing  business  in 
the  public  offices  and  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
them,  so  far  as  they  were  just,  have  considerably 
ceased  to  be  so,  by  gradually  approaching  a belter 
state  for  several  years.  The  business  of  agencies, 
which  was  monstrously  abused,  someumes  coming 
so  close  to  bribery  and  perjury  as  to  be  separated  on- 
ly by  an  ideal  line,  hasbeennearly  done  away  with, 
by  tlie  important  notice  issued  by  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, on  the  27th  of  May  last  (see  page  256) 
— for  the  expectations  held  forth  in  it  seems  to  be 
very  generally  realized.  And  whosoever  has  busi- 
ness to  do  at  a public  office,  if  his  claims  ‘ire  just, 
will  always  find  it  his  interest  to  apply  directly  to 
the  head  of  it,  instead  of  cozening  with  the  feet. 

Among  the  clerks  employed  at  Washington,  are 
many  real  genllemen,  of  high  and  honorable  minds, 
fine  talents  and  truly  republican  principles — who, 
with  credit  to  themselves,  and  lo  the  advantage  of 
their  country,  might  fill  much  higher  and  far  more 
responsible  offices  than  they  appear  to  occupy — I 
say  “appear,”  because  the  term  clerk  seems  to  con- 
vey an  idea  of  a simple  copyist  or  memoramlum- 
maker;  liiough  a sound  intelligence,  extensive  in- 
formation and  great  application  is  required  in  num- 
bers of  them;  more  so,  in  some  cases,  perhaps,  than 
in  tlieir  superiors — for  it  is  not  supposed  and  can- 
not be  expected,  that  the  latter  are  able  to  investi- 
gate and  settle  all  tlis  business  of  their  respective 


departments:  it  is  sufficient  that  they  generally 
overlook  it  and  see  that  it  is  done: — some  of  the<e 
are  not  well  enough  paid  for  their  service.«.  In- 
deed, every  man  in  the  public  employ  should  be  so 
paid  for  his  talents  or  the  duties  required  of  him^ 
as  to  place  him  alrove  temptation  led  on  by  neces- 
sity. In  all  such  cases,  the  officer  will  not  hazard 
his  office  by  aberrations  from  duty.  But  to  “make 
up  the  assortment”  of  clerks,  there  may  be  a few 
mean  and  grovelling  sotrls,  mere  drudges  in  ti\eir 
vocation,  stupid  monai'clusts  in  their  principles, 
and  “every  thing  but  gentlemen”  in  their  conduct. 

Seeing  that  the  steady  hand  of  with  the  pro- 
gress of  -national  feeling,  had  checked  the  clamor  of 
public  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  tiie  public  offices  at 
theseat  ofgoveniment,  we  hoped  that  no'hing  might 
be  done  to  give  it  a new  impetus.  There  is  notii- 
ing  so  disgusting  to  a republican  mind  as  to  liave 
business  to  do  with  a “dog  in  officf%”  or  see  a co  di- 
dential  station  filled  by  a:*  m/i/rmfuf/political  enemj’: 
a being,  perhaps,  that  though  used  as  a tool  by  par-> 
ty,  was  always  despised  by  it. 

From  several  things  that  have  lately  appeared  in 
some  of  the  newspapers  it  would  seem  that  the  new 
impetus  just  above  alluded  to  may  have  been  given. 
It;  is  staled  that  the  “acra  of  good  feelings”  has  st» 
much  influence,  as  to  give  a general  preference  to 
those  who  are  esteemed  the  political  opponents  of 
the  administration!  All  this  clamor  may  come 
from  the  justly  disappointed  hopes  of  interested  in- 
dividuals; and,  certainly,  must  not  be  accepted  m 
extenso.  At  any  rate,  / do  not  at  all  believe  it. 
But  we  have  heard  of  one  appointment  to  a clerk- 
ship that  has  really  surprised  tie,  and  which 
has  greatly  excited  the  public  feeling,  The  per 
son  alluded  to,  we  thou^t  bad  been  rejected  by 
every  gentleman,  every  Jlmcrican,  repuWican  or 
federalist,  for  his  manners  as  a man,  and  his  princi- 
ples as  a politician^  T.hough  he  may  be  a naturati^ 
zed  citizen,  he  is  in  every  thing  but  form  foreigner; 
who  cannot l>e  expected  to  serve  the  United  Siaies 
with  a twentieth  part  of  the  zeal  with  which  be 
lias  served  a foreign  power  since  his  residence 
amongst  us.  We  cannot  suffer  ourselves  ».o  men- 
tion his  name,  nor  is  it  on  his  account,  in  any  waVs 
that  we  speak  on  the  subject,  though  it  is  stated 
that  he  w’as  appointed  in  exclusion  of  native  appli 
cants,  qualified  for  the  office!  We  refer  to  him 
only  for  the  general  principle  involved;  and  tliat 
cause  may  not  be  given  to  lower  the  respect  enter- 
tained for  the  present  government-— hoping  that 
the  president  will,  by  some  general  directions,  influ- 
ence  the  heads  of  departments  to  be  careful  of 

their  clerks -for  we  Americans  are  possessed  of 

the  anti-monarchical  idea  that  the  chief  is,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  BEsraNsiuLE  for  the  acts  of  his 
subol'dinates,  through  all  their  different  grades 
and  conditions — and  are  apt  to  say — ^Htke  muster 
like  man.**  The  great  probability  however,  is,  that 
the  president  knew  nothing  of  the  objectionable  ap. 
pointment  until  he  may  have  seen  it  mentioned  in 
the  newspapers:  and  it  certainly  is  a delicate  thing 
for  him  to  interfere  in  what  may  be  considered  the 
the  internal  business  of  the  offices— •considering  it 
sufficient  that  their duties  are  faitlifuUy  dis- 
charged;— still,  public  sentiment,  in  a connU'v  like 
ours  where  there  is  liberty  to  give  it  force,  must 
be  respectetl. — The  momeht  that  the  people  ce.<s!2 
to  consider,  and  to  hold,  a president  of  the  U.  Si  .,  es 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  all  agents  appointed  by 
liim — will  be  the  time,  also,  of  the  decease  of  freedom 
The  appointment  alluded  t->  is  disgu.siing-^and  an 
insult  to  every  Jlmevican  heart,  We  do  not  c.are 
the  value  of  a straw  about  the  individual,  persuu::' 
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ly  or  politically — but  are  not  willing  to  appropriaie 
(lur  money  to  bis  support.  The  couaTur  owes  noth- 

1 ' R TO  HIST. 

(Xj^Tbe  evils  complained  of,  as  existing  in  the 
public  officers  at  Washington,  and  their  clerks, 
were  severely  spoken  of  wjien  Mr.  Jefferson  came 

into  power  and  during  Ijis  administration they 

were  less  talked  of  during  .Mr.  Madison’s  time,  and, 
wethoughtj  were  dying  away  gradually  under  Mr. 
?Tonroebs: — for  though  few  have  resigned,  some 
have  died  and  othei’S  have  received  liberty  to  attend 
to  their  otvn  affairs.  We,  therefore,  cannot  have 
any  personal  views  in  the  preceding  remarks— — 
an  i are  desirous  of  simply  reducing  to  practice 
the  president’s  rnottd — ^^principies  not  men,**  as  al 
lied  to  Mr-  Jefferson’s  enqui’-y — “is  he  honesty  is  he 
rdpable—iip^is  he  faithful  to  the  constitution?** 


Old  notions  and  new  things. 

I have  been  very  much  amused  by  examining  a 
‘■‘modern  antiquity,”  being  remarks  from  a Paris 
paper  of  March  30.  1801,  ^'respecting  the  articles 
-iohich  the  United  States  may  pxit  into  the  balance  of 
their  commercial  intercourse  ivith  France.  By  citizen 
J.  A.  jMorgiie  ’* 

The  object  of  ^‘citi^en  Morgue’’  was  to  effect  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
render  Prance  a depot  for  all  our  productions.  The 
following  are  extracts  from  his  memoir; 

“The  United  States  arc  without  any  manufacto- 
ry, the  article.s  of  which  be  equal  to  their  consump- 
tion. The  increase  of  thefr  population  has  proved 
more  rapid  than  that  of  tlieir  industry.  This  cir- 
cumstance warrants  a belief  that  tiie  American  na- 
tion must  for  a long  time,  use  European  manufac- 
tured articles. 

“Withou:  entering  into  a detailed  enumeration 
ofvvhat  France  can  supply,  it  may  be  expressed  in 
these  few  words,  every  thing  tvithout  any  exception 
relaiirig  to  rn  nuf  et tired  goods;  and  in  proportion 
as  the  people  of  the  United  States  grow  richer,  a 
desii’e  of  enjoying  riches  which  is  the  natural  off- 
spring of  them,  will  also  make  their  country  an  ad- 
vantageous mart  for  all  the  productions  of  the  fine 
arts.” 

“ The  Unked  States,  whose  soil  is,  generally  speak- 
ing as  poor  as  their  industry  is  inconsiderable,  can  for 
a long  time  to  come  pur  but  few  articles  into  tlie 
balance  of  trade,  and  these  articles  loho^se  intrinsic 
value  is  small,  will  rise  considerably,  by  the  effects 
they  will  liave  upon  tlie  trade  and  manufactures, 
not  only  of  France,  but  of  Europe  nt  large,  as  will 
appear  by  tlie  following  remarks:” 

He  ti’-en  enumerates  tobacco,  and  says  “it  ranks 
first  among  the  exports  of  the  United  States”— and 
lays  down  a plan  by  whicli,  if  every  body  tvill  agree 
to  it,  France  rnight  become  the  only  market  for  it  in 
Europe. 

Rice  is  the  next  most  valuable  article  of  export, 
in  the  estimation  pf  citizen  M.  and  he  also  would 
^nonopolize  that. 

Kali  f sea  -weed ) then  occupies  the  author,  and 
be  tliiu.ks  c,ur  “low  grounds”  as  very  important  “for 
raising  Alkalinf'  plants!” 

“PuT-ASii  is  tlie  next  most  interesting  item  of 
yVmencm  coniTnerce,”  and  he  shews  that  from  our 
c.'kensive  forests  we  must  be  greatest  productors 
of  it. 

Wheat  and  ilouh  he  tliinks  “cannot  be  consi- 
dered as  permanent  objects  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  but  may  prove  a resource  to  Prance 
ill  limes  of  scarcity.” 


OTtimbeh,  he  says  "The  U.  Stales  do  not  contain 
mxteh  timber  Jit  for  the  building  of  vessels;  yet  as  they 
extend  over  a vast  country,  the  soil  and  climate  of 
which  admit  of  great  variety,  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
that  private  interest  will  suggest  the  propriety  of 
seeking  for  such  timber  as  may  find  an  advanta? 
geous  sale  in  the  French  ports,  and  secure  profita- 
ble returns.” 

He  however  recommends  our  timber  as  fit  for 
building  houses 

Of  MASTS  and  TAHDs  Jie  observcs — “The  United 
States  produce  a great  deal  of  timber  fit  for  the 
masting  of  vessels,  but  it  is  neither  so  fine  nor  so 
flexible  as  what  is  procured  from  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  Europe.  The  United  States  may 
nevertheless  supply  us  with  masts  and  yards  for 
common  merchant  vessels.** 

Staves  are  mentioned  as  “an  important  and  pro- 
fitable branch  of  commerce  between  the  two  coun- 
tries,” &c.  He  also  recommends  attention  to  our 
PITCH,  TAR  and  turpentine:  and  he  says— “I  do 
not  know  of  any  other  article  of  the  growth  of  the 
United  States,  which  may  become  the  object  of  a 
commerce  of  any  importance  with  France.  They 
are  it  is  true,  beginning  to  raise  cotton  in  the  most  south- 
ern parts  of  the  United  States,-  but  this  article  is  not 
likely  for  a long  time  to  be  of.  axiy  consideration 
among  those  fit  for  exportation, 

“As  to  industry,  its  results,  as  far  as  it  respects 
manufactures,  is  of  no  consideration  at  all!  There 
is  however,  an  article  arising  from  the  industry  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  which  may 
be  productive  of  a very  considerable  and  useful 

commerce,  with  France 1 mean  their  fisheries, 

and  especially  the  oil  they  procure  by  them.” 

And  goes  Oft  to  tell  as  how  France  might  become 
the  mart  for  American  oil,  though  he  would  ex- 
clude cod-fish,  except  imported  in  French  vessels; 
and  then  mentions  furs  and  sxtNs. 

A few  brief  remarks  only  are  required.  Tobacco 
has  not  tlie  ‘first  rank”  of  our  exports.  Bice  is  a 
minor  item  Kali  is  unknown.  Pot-ash,  is  an  in- 
teresting, bU  ' small  concern.  More  -wheat  and //our 
have  been  sent  to  France  since  1801  than  would  pay 
for  all  the  goods  that  were  received  from  that 
country.  Our  timber  for  building  vessels  is  tolera- 
bly good — for  particulars  enquire  of  Great  Britain 
and  Algiers,  Our  masts  and  yards  have  not  been 
“defective,”  as  capt.  Darres  can  testify.  Staves, 
pitch  and  tar  and  turpentine,  are  about  as  they  were; 
of  cotton  export  the  annual  value  of  not  less  than 
twenty  five  millions  of  dollars;  and  raise  about  125 
millions  of  lbs.  per  annum!  our  fisheries  are  still  in- 
teresting, but  our  exports  of  furs  and  skins  is  in- 
considerable. 

If  our  "soil  is  generally  poor  and  our  industiy  in- 
considerable** we  have,  by  some  necromantic  art 
become  rich,  and  have  every  thing  needful  to  eat  or 
drink  in  abundance, — beyond  any  people  in  the 
world. 


Shaving  of  Bank  notes. 

Under  this  head  we  last  week  published  Mr.  Co- 
hen’s list  of  prices  current  at  Baltimore  Believ- 
ing that  it  may  be  useful  to  our  distant  readers, 
we  now  give  Messrs.  JVaites*.  It  is  issued  from 
their  office,  August  11, 1818,  and  the  differences 
between  it  and  Mr.  Cohen’s  are  considerable. 
What  a business  is  this  shaving  of  bank  notes! 
But  tl.e  misery  of  it  is— that  the  loss  falls  upon 
the  productive  poor,  to  pamper  the  pride  and  feed 
the  insolence  of  the  dronish  rich. 
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par 

lia2 


dis. 


8alO 
no  sales 


Waites*  correct  rates  of  exchange  on  bank  bills 
Maryland. 

Annapolis  . ‘ 

Hag-erstown,  Frederic,  Williamsport,  7 
Easton;  Westminster  . . . S 

Frederic  county  bank  . . . par 

Snowhill,  Salisbury,  Somerset  . no  sales 
Denton,  . . . . . . 

Cumberland,  . . ~ . . 3a4 

Elkton,  Port  Deposit  , . . 15a20 

Havre-de-Grace  . ...  . 

Delaivare. 

Farmers*  bank,  Smyrna  and  Milford 
*Bank  of  Delaware  .... 

Laurel  . . 

Wilmington  and  Brandywine  . 

Pe^insylvan  a. 

Philadelphia,  . . . . . par 

^Chester,  *Easton,  *Hulmeville,  *West 
Chester,  ^German  Town,  ’^Farmers 
bank,  Lancaster,  *New  Hope,  *Nor 
ristown,  *Northampton,  ^Columbia, 

‘ *Harrisburg  .... 

Lancaster  trading  company,  Gettys- } 
burg,  York,  Carlisle,  Chambersburg  5 

Green  Castle 

Other  Pennsylvania  . . . 

District  of  Columbia. 

Farmers*  and  Mechanics  bank  of ^ 
Georgetown,  bank  of  Columbia  5 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  bank  of  Poto-Y 
mac.  Farmers’  bank  of  Alexandria,  V 
other  District  bank  bills  3 

Virginia. 

Farmers*  bank  of  Virgirtla,  bank  of} 
of  Virginia,  and  their  branches  5 
Bank  of  the  Valley  and  its  branches  . 
Leesburg,  Winchester,  South  Branch, Y 
Harper’s  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  Wa-> 
terford.  Charleston,  (Jefferson  ct’y)j 
Morgan-town,  Wheeling,  Charleston  ? 

manufacturing  . . . .5 

JSTorth  Carolina^  South  Carolina  & Gear 
gia,  bank  bills  .... 

JVew  Jersey. 

*Camden,  ^Trenton,  ^Newark,  *Norris- 
town,  ^'Patterson,  ^Elizabethtown 
*Brunswick,  ^Mou.ht  Holly,  *Bridgf 
town,  ^Cumberland 

JVew  York. 

New  York  city  bills  . . 

Albany,  Hudson,  Newburg,  Troy,Y 
Lansingburg,  Utica,  Schenectady,  ( 
Ploughkepsie,  Ca- skill,  Buffalo,  { 
Geneva,  Auburn,  Adams,  PiattsburgJ 
Connecticut. 

^Bridport,  ^Middletown,  *IIarford, 
*Derby,  *New  Haven  . 

New  London,  Norwich 
Ohio. 

Cincinnati,  Chilicothe,  Steubenville, 
Marietta,  Lebanon,  Dayton,  Urban- 
na,  Muskingham,  Zanesville 
Lancaster,  Si.  Cl  drsville,  Mount  Plea- 
sant, New  Lisbon,  West  Union 
Warren  . , 

Unchartered  banks  . 

Kentucky.  State  bank  and  branches 


12^2 

laS 


par 


ial 


par 

la2 

4g5 

7h 

2a2i 


par 

la2f 


Plea-  ) 
Jnion, > 


4«5 


r^aio 

no  sales 
4;a5 


NOTE.  Those  marked  with  a star  thus  f*  J are  re- 
ceived either  in  JVew  York  or  Philadelphia,  and  as  G. 
& P.  Waite  have  an  office  in  each  of  those  cities, 
they  can  be  received  at  their  office  in  Baltimore,  at  a 
very  trifing  discount. 


Important  Improvement, 

FOR  EFPECTUALLY  SEPARATING  GARLIC,  &C.  FROM 
WHEAT,  AND  OTHER  SMALL  GRAIN. 

This  great  object,  which  has  so  long  remained  a 
desideratum  to  the  agricultural  and  eornmercini 
interests  of  our  country,  and  which  had  baffled  the 
efforts  of  our  most  ingenious  mechanics,  and  those 
particularly  interested  in  mills,  is  now  efiectiuiliy 
accomplished. 

Recourse  has  been  had  to  various  expedients,  and 
particularly  to  sifdng  and  blowing;  but  all  experi- 
ments  of  this  kind  have  failed,  owing  principally  to 
the  near  approximation  of  the  garlic  seed  to  wheat 
in  point  of  size. 

/derchants  and  farmers  need  not  be  told  how  im- 
portant it  is,  that  liour  should  be  brought  to  mar- 
ket free  from  any  foreign  taste.  It  is  not  only  more 
agreeable  to  the  palate,  but,  what  is  of  greater  con- 
sequence in  commerce,  commands  a better  price 
both  in  our  own  and  foreign  countries.  This  im- 
provement is  therefore  an  object  of  national  impor- 
tance. 

But  this  improvement, originally  intended  only  to 
separate  the  garlic  from  the  wheat,  proceeds  in  its 
operation,  not  only  to  accomplish  its  particular  pur- 
pose, but  to  separate  whatever  is  of  greater  levity, 
and  of  greater  or  less  size  than  a sound  grain  of 
wheal;  and  also  to*  free  it  from  dust  and  soluble 
matter,  which,  in  the  usual  mode  of  treading  wheat, 
attaches  to  it.  It  also  separates  and  carries  off  all 
smut  or  smutty  grain,  which  in  some  parts  of 
country  is  an  evil  equally  pernicious  with  garlic. 

Should  this  method  be  generally  adopted  of 
which  there  is  but  little  doubt,  it  will,  by  furnish- 
ing the  farmers  with  clean  seed,  effectually  prevent 
the  sowing  of  garlic,  which  now  Overruns  large 
portions  of  the  coumry,  where  it  has  increased  im- 
mensely within  a few  years. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that,  judging 
from  the  experiments  which  have  been  already 
made,  and  frequently  repeated,  wheat,  submitted 
to  this  process,  is  more  completely  cleaned,  than 
by  any  other  method  th^t  has  been  yet,  or  perhaps 
can,  be  devised. 

The  author  of  this  discovery  is  Mr.  Peregrine 
Williamson,  a native  of  this  state,  of  tiiecoun'y  of 
Calvert,  and  long  a citizen  of  Baltimore;  a gentle- 
man who  has  given  other  proofs  of  his  mechanical 
talents,  and  of  iii.s  inventive  genius. 

(Xij’To  the  foregoing,  from  the  Federal  Gazette, 
the  editor  of  the  JVeek^y  Register  has  the  pleasure 
to  add,  that  lie  has  seen  the  machine  in  operation. 
Its  construction  is  very  shriple;  and  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  erecting  one,  adequate  for  the  business  of 
the  largest  mill  in  the  United  Slates,  would  not,  per- 
haps exceed  3 or  400  dollars . The  wheat  is  complete- 
ly washed — the  garlic,  &c.  floated  off", and  the  grain, 
iu  five  minutes  or  less,  rendered  fit  for  grm^ling, 
having  passed  through  a screen,  inclosed  in  a heat- 
ed room  or  furnace  built  for  the  purpose.  Some, 
of  the  most  dirty  wheat  that  he  ever  saw,  was  ren- 
dered as  pure  as  any  that  he  recoilecis  to  have  no- 
ticed, in  the  space  of  time  above  staled. 

The  inventor  says— that  if,  when  the  wheat 
is  Just  from  the  field,  the  specific  gravity  of  the  garlic 
is  so  great  as  to  cause  it  to  sink  i:i  watei’ — hy  a re- 
petition of  the  process  each  grain  of  it  may  be  sepa- 
rated, operation  belonging  to  this  machine 

may  be  performed  without  manual  labor,  except  the 
applicable  of  occasional  fuel  to  the  furnace;  and 
it  will  not  require  much  of  that. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  germinating  quality  of 
the  wheat  is  not  injured  by  this  process. 
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Rotation  in  Office. 

The  Waslii  ig  on  (N.  J.)  Whijjr  contains  a table 
of  all  the  g’entiemen’s  names  n\'1io  have  been  elected 
members  of  the  13th,  14th,  15ib  and  I6th  con« 
ji:pesses,  for  New  York;  by  whicli  it  appears  that 
sii>ce  the  apportionment  under  the  census  of  1810, 
by  which  that  state  was  entitled  27  members,  no 
less  tlian  siNETir  ditferent  persons  have  been  re- 
tnrned  as  its  representatives  in  the  national  legis- 
lalure — that  only  one  has  been  chosen  at  the  four 
auccessive  electiOn.'5--and  only  two  for  three  succes- 
sive elections.  In  the  present  (15th  congress) 
there  are  only  two  gentlemen  who  were  of  the  13th; 
and  only  fovir  members-  of  the  15th  have  been  re- 
elected for  the  16ih, 


Burrender  of  Pensacola^ 

The  Aurora  informs  us  that  questions  to  the  fol- 
io'ving  import  were  submitted  by  the  president  to 
the  secretaries  of  state,  treasury  and  war,  to  which 
the  answers  attached  were  returned — the  first 
question,  the  editor  says,  was  warmly  supporteddn 
the  riffirmative  by  one  member:— 

“1st.  May  Pensacola  be  retained,  risking  all  con- 
sequf  nces  at  home  and  abroad.? 

“2d.  Shall  the  captured  Spanish  posts  be  restor- 
ed, and  general  Jackson  put  on  his  trial,  before 
a court  martial,  fora  breach  of  orders,  and  un- 
ofticer  like  conduct? — or, 

“3d.  Shall  the  posts  be  restored,  and  the  acts  of 
general  Jackson  disavowed,  at  the  same  time 
justifying  his  motives? 

“ AnS\ver  to  tlm  1st. — No;  it  would  be  declarative 
war. 

“To  the  2d.— No:  it  will  not  appear  that  the  ge- 
neral has  violated  the  spirit  of  his  orders;  nor  will 
his  conduct  be  proved  unofiicer-like, 

“To  the  3d. — Yes:  requiring  of  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, garrisons  adequate  to  fulfil  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  ypited 
States.’* 


Capt>  Wright  and  Chehaw  village. 

MlLtEPOEVILLE,  JTTET  28. 

JE.rtract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of  the  first  re- 
spectabilityf  to  the  editors  of  the  Georgia  Journal^ 
dated 

Savannah, ’'July  14th,  1818. 
“A  letter  received  at  the  office  of  the  district 
attorney,  announces  the  intention  of  the  president 
to  issue  a special  commission  for  the  trial  of  capt. 

right  for  murder.  In  replyj,  it  has  been  recom- 
mended that  the  trial  be  postponed  to  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  circuit  court,  in  December,  at  this 
place.  Of  the  circumstances  of  this  unfortunate 
alTair,  I really  know  nothing— but  if  capt.  Wright’s 
crime  consist  merely  in  a misapprehension  of  the 
point  of  attack,  I trust  the  state  will  take  care^  that 
he  is  not  overwhelmed  by  the  imposing  Jormality  of  this 
prosecution.^^ 

The  law  of  congress,  passed  in  1802,  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  under  which 
capt.  Wright  is  to  be  tried,  enacts,  that  “if  any 
citizen  or  other  person,  shall  go  into  ^ny  town,  set- 
tlement, or  territory,  belonging  to  any  nation  or 
tribe  of  Indians,  or  shall  there  commit  murder,  by 
killing  any  Indian  or  Indians,  belonging  to  any  na- 
tion or  tribe  of  Indians  in  amity  with  the  U.  States, 
such  offender,  on  being  thereof  convicted,  shall 


suffer  death.”  “And  when  the  offender  shall  be 
apprehended,  or  brought  for  trial  into  any  of  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  a commission  to  any 
one  or  more  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  in 
which  such  offender  may  have  been  apprehended, 
or  shall  have  been  brought  for  trial;  which  judges, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  the  same  jurisdic- 
tion, in  such  capital  cases,  as  the  circuit  court  of 
such  district,  and  shall  proceed  to  trial  and  judg- 
ment in  the  same  manner,  as  such  circuit  court 
might,  or  could  do.” 

For  the  immediate  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
the  general  government  in  relation  to  capt,  Wright, 
the  acting  attorney  of  the  U.  States  for  the  district 
of  Georgia,  (Mr.  Davies  having  temporarily  left  the 
state  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  which  has  beea 
considerably  impaired  by  an  incessant  devotion  to 
business)  has  written  to  the  Creek  agent  for  Indian 
affairs,  we  are  informed,  requesting  him  to  pursue 
such  steps  as  will  authorise  the  marshal  tp  take  capt. 
Wright  into  custody;  and  the  governor  has  been 
desired  to  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  any  judi- 
cial officer  of  this  county,  whenever  he  shall  be 
demanded  by  virtue  of  a warrant  from  the  proper 
authority,  and  to  detain  him  till  then  under  his 
present  military  arrest. — [Journal. 

CHEHAW  VII4.AGE. 

When  news  first  reached  us  of  the  unfortuHate 
attack  on  the  friendly  Indian  village  of  Chehaw,  by 
a party  of  militia  commanded  by  captain  Obed 
Wright,  we  expressed  our  earnest  hope  that  the 
government  would,  as  far  as  in  its  power  lay,  re- 
dress the  injuries  inflicted  on  this  hapless  people. 
We  are  glad  to  find  we  were  not  disappointed  in  a 
firm  reliance  on  the  just  and  humane  dispositions  of 
those  who  administer  our  government. 

We  now  learn  from  an  authentic  source,  that 
upon  general  Jackson’s  representation  of  the  unau- 
thorised destruction  of  the  Chehaw  village,  prompt 
measures  were  adopted  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from 
theiy  distress.  The  Indian  agent  (Gov.  Mitchell,) 
was  directed  to  asssure  them,  that  ample  remune- 
ration for  their  losses  would  be  made.  To  effect 
this  object,  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars  was  trans- 
mitted to  him  six  weeks  ago,  accompanied  by  in- 
structions, to  ascertain  as  speedily  as  possible,  the 
extent  of  the  injury,  and  apply  the  whole  of  that 
sum,  if  necessary,  to  the  relief  of  the  injured  aqd 
distressed.  From  a statement  lately  made  in  the 
Georgia  papers,  it  would  appear,  that  tfle  sum 
would  abundantly  remunerate  them  for  ail  their 
losses, 

The  agent  was  also  directed  to  assure  the  war- 
riors that  measures  would  be  immediately  adopted 
to  bring  the  commander  of  the  e^tpedition  to  trial 
under  the  laws  pf  the  United  States.  A commis- 
sion has  accordingly  issued  to  the  judges  of  the 
federal  court,  as  the  Savannah  paper  has  correctly 
stated,  to  hold  an  extra  session  for  his  trial. 

J\‘'at.  Jnt. 


Meteorological. 

rnoM  THE  phieaheepuia  union. 

Messrs.  Jiroi^son  and  Smith, 

It  you  consider  the  following  extract  from  a 
journal  of  th^  weather  kept  in  this  city  for  the  last 
22  years,  as  of  sufficient  importance  for  publica- 
tion, it  is  at  your  service.  In  it  are  noted  those 
days  during  the  above  period  in  which  a well  regu- 
lated thermometer  of  Fahrenheit^  facing  the  north 
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and  exposed  neither  to  sun  nor  reflection,  and  con- 
stantly han^^ing  in  the  same  situation,  has  been  at 
and  above  90  degrees.  ‘ 
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Haytian  StatePapers. 

OBDER  OF  THE  DAT. 

The  president  of  Hay ti  expresses  his  satisfaction, 
with  the  zeal  and  spirit  with  which  the  troops  of 
the  republic  are  animated — by  thus  doing  justice 
to  their  patriotism,  he  is  pleased  in  thinking  that 
they  will  continue  to  merit  equal  compliments. 

The  general  commanding  the  frontier,  Trianon; 
and  the  chiefs,  and  the  soldiers  of  that  line,  have 
acquired,  in  particular,  by  their  exactness  to  the 
service,  and  by  their  attachment  to  the  republic,  in- 
contestible  rights  to  the  public  acknowledgment. 
The  general,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  corps  will  con- 
tinue by  their  example  to  strengthen  their  inferi- 
ors in  the  love  of  order,  and  in  the  obedience  which, 
the  public  good  prescribes. 

The  16th  of  July  next,  the  army  will  be  reviewed 
to  receive  a month’s  payment.  The  military  ac- 
tively employed  in  the  corps,  and  in  the  different 
etats  majors,  will  only  have  a right  to  this  pay- 
ment. No  person  will  be  allowed  to  reclaim  this 
money,  who,  on  that  day,  shall  be  absent  from  his 
colors. 

Port  au  Prince,  29th  June,  1818. 

13/A  year  of  the  Independence. 

BOYER 

pnOCLAMATlOW. 

Jean  Pierre  Boyer^  president  of  Hay ti. 

The  end  of  all  revolutions  ought  to  be  public 
utility,  and  the  reward  of  eff':'rts  which  it  has  cost. 
What  people  was  ever  more  unhappy.^  What  nation 
has  developed  more  courage  and  perseverance  than 
ours?  Its  conduct,  always  firm  and  wise,  imposes 
silence  ©n  its  detractors,  who  will  blush  at  the  cri- 
minal designs  that  they  dare  perhaps  yet  form 
against  our  independence,  if  ever  such  a crime 
caused  blushing.  It  is  not  enough  to  have  elevated 
the  edifice  of  our  glory,  if  we  do  not  endeavor  to 
preserve  and  fortify  it  by  the  means  which  are  in 
our  hands.  These  same  arms  which  have  made 
the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  to  triumph,  and  which 
are  always  ready  to  defend  it,  ought  equally  to  de- 
mand from  the  earth  the  treasures  which  are  in  its. 
breast,  to  provide  for  our  tvants,  fdr  our  subsistence 
and  for  those  exchanges  which  our  communics-^ 
tions,  with  foreigners,  render  from  day  to  day  more- 
advantageous.  It  is  in  cultivation  that  we  find  all 
the  benefits  that  we  may  yet  wartt.  Cultivation  is 
the  most  noble  and  respectable  art  amongst  all  en- 
lightened people;  it  is  that  which  has  civilived  the 
world.  It  is  the  source  of  commerce,  of  industry 
and  the  art’s,  and  the  precious  gem  which  alone 
can  nourish  and  make  fruitful  the  seeds  of  our  po- 
litical institutions.  Let  us  cultivate  the  earth. — 
Let  us  make  a wise  employment  of  our  products, 
and  we  shall  see  united  around  us  all  the  elements 
of  our  happiness,  namely:  morality,  public  instruct 
tion,  the  ease  of  families,  the  wealth  of  the  state — 
the  republic  will  appear  in  all  its  force.  No  hu- 
man person  can  destroy  her. 

In  repulsing  our  enemies,  the'  territory  has  be- 
came our  property — arms  and  the  earth  are  ou'" 
possessions.  The  law  iias  made  a wise  dislributioo. 
of  the  land  that  our  valor  has  conquered,  and  we 
know  how  to  preserve  it.  Our  magazines  and  our 
arsenals  are  full;  what  more  can  we  desire;  what 
more  shall  we  ask  for.  We  have  every  thing  lo 
cause  our  rights  to  be  respected,  and  our  Iran- 
quility  lo  be  assured.  Let  preserve  our  arms; 
give  all  our  attention  to  cultivation,  and  we  shall 
all  be  happy.  Let  us  imitate  the  people;  let  us  be 
at  once,  warriors  and  cultivators,  of  the  most  an- 
cient  antiquity. 
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In  accepting  the  first  magistracy  of  the  repub- 
lic, I have  contracted  immense  obligations — they 
would  have  daunted  me  had  I not  consulted  my 
zeal  and  my  love  for  my  country — These  are  the 
obligations,  citizens,  that  I wish  to  fulfil  in  all  their 
extent,  and  these  are  the  objects  of  my  most  ar- 
dent solicitude.  Every  instant  of  my  life  shall  be 
consecrated  to  promote  the  public  happiness,  to 
enlighten  the  people  to  their  true  interest,  and  to 
show  them  their  duty.  I shall  be  supported  in  this 
firm  and  unchangeable  resolution  by  ^ll  the  autho- 
rities who  join  in  facilitating  the  movement  of  go- 
vernment, and  by  all  persons  of  respectability. 

Tlie  most  powerful  miotive  which  ought  to  di- 
rect a man,  is  the  preservation  and  guarantee  of 
his  property.  Cultivation,  the  first  source  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  state,  wull  be  protected  and  en 
couraged;  justice  and  reciprocal  confidence  will 
ensure  its  duration.  I have  surveyed  it  myself,  in 
all  its  details;  I have  always  thought  myself  serv- 
ing the  republic,  whenever  I could  witness  the  ef- 
fects produced  by  the  exertions  of  the  cultivator; 
he  will  receive  every  mark  of  my  satisfaction;  his 
cares  and  his  labors  will  be  repaid  by  the  fruit  he 
will  receive  from  it.  The  cultivator  who,  forget- 
ting what  he  owes  to  himself,  what  he  owes  to 
society,  will  prefer  idleness  to  work,  will  receive 
what  he  has  a right  to  expect,  punishment,  censure 
and  privation  on  the  part  of  the  government.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  in  vain  that  I address  myself 
to  my  fellow  citizens— they  will  understand  my 
voice,  it  is  that  of  a father  who  speajrs  to  his  chil 
dren,  that  he  loves  equallj-.  I hope  I shall  have 
nothing  but  eulogium  to  give,  and  nothing  to  com- 
plain of.  Idleness  will  be  regarded  as  a vice,  and 
honorable  labor  as  one  of  the  principles  of  public 
virtue. 

The  present  proclamation  shall  be  read,  publish 
ed  and  posted  up,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  of  Port  au  Prince,  the 
15th  June,  1818.  I3th  year  of  independence. 

BOYER. 

By  the  president. 

The  secretary  general,  B.  INGIXAC. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  king  to  the  Haytians  of  the  loest  and  of  the  south. 

Haytians-r-'Xhe  civil  dissentions  which  have  af- 
flicted our  countty  have  always  sensibly  affected 
our  paternal  heart,  and  we  have  not  ceased,  and 
we  will  not  cease,  to  use  every  effort  to  extinguish 
them  without  spilling  the  Haytian  blood;  that  pre- 
cious blood,  which  we  out  to  preserve  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  against  our  common  enemy. 

When  the  only  obstacle  which  opposed  itself  to 
our  re-union  existed,  the  Haytian  people  witnessed 
the  exertions  that  we  made  to  conciliate  and  effect 
a peace.  We  did  not  hesitate  to  make  the  first 
step,  and  shall  always  be  ready  to  sacrifice  our  pri- 
vate interest  for  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  our 
citizens. 

At  present  there  exists  no  obstacle  to  peace,  to 
the  re  union  of  the  people,  and  to  the  extinction 
of  civil  war.  We  call  upon  the  heads  of  families, 
and  all  the  good  people  of  Hayti  who  love  their 
country,  good  order  and  tranquility,  to  assist  us 
with  all  their  power  to  bring  about  the  re-union 
of  the  Haytians;  to  put  an  end  to  our  dissentions 
without  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  establish  a 
new  order  of  things,  which  may  be  just,  reasonable, 
honorable  and  advantageous  to  all. 

Our  first  duty  and  greatest  desire  is  to  exert  all 
our  power  for  the  happiness  of  tlie  Haytian  people, 
that  they  should  enjoy  all  the  advantages  that  they 


have  a right  to  expect  from  a just  and  generous 
government;  of  introducing  public  instruction  and 
religion;  encouraging  the  arts  and  sciences,  and 
extending  the  fostering  hand  to  commerce  and 
agriculture;  but  in  order  to  do  this  effectually, 
tranquility  must  first  be  restored  throughout  the 
interior. 

We  are  informed  that  some  evil  minded  persons, 
who  desire  to  see  the  horrors  of  civil  war  renewed, 
have  spread  false  reports,  that,  under  the  pretext 
of  visiting  the  kingdom,  we  intend  to  march  an  ar- 
my  against  Port  au  Prince;  whilst  the  true  object 
of  the  circuit  that  we  now  make,  accompanied  by 
our  families,  is  to  inform  ourselves  of  the  situation 
of  the  people. 

In  order  to  do  away  these  false  reports,  which 
have  only  for  their  object  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  Haytians,  we  have  determined  to  prolong  our 
stay  in  the  city  of  St  Mark.  The  troops  who  oc- 
cupy the  lines  of  the  west  come  not  to  fight  you, 
but  rather  as  friends  and  brothers,  who  wish  to 
live  with  you  on  good  terms. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  to  the 
en’emies  of  the  public  good  and  tranquility  to 
spread  new  reports,  tending  to  cast  suspicion  upon 
our  peaceable  intentions;  and  in  order  that  no  one 
may  pretend  ignorance,  we  proclaim  the  articles 
hereafter,  which  will  be  religiously  obsei’ved  to- 
wards all  tliose  who  will  acknowledge  or  will  de- 
clare in  favor  of  a re-union  and  of  the  royal  and  le- 
gitimate authority. 

Security  to  persons  and  property. 

No  person  shall  be  called  to  account  for  past 
conduct. 

All  officers,  civil  or  military,  shall  have  their 
commissions  restored  to  them. 

We  promise  the  brightest  honors  and  rewards  to 
those  who  shall  spontaneously  acknowledge  our  au- 
thority, and  shall  show  the  most  zeal  and  devotion 
in  bringing  about  a prompt  re-union. 

The  troops  of  the  line  will  be  kept  up,  clothed 
and  paid.  They  will  remain  in  the  respective  gar- 
risons for  the  protection  of  the  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  chiefs in  their  respective  commands  which  they 
now  hold. 

We  will  give  new  orders  to  our  general  to  re- 
spect the  Haytians  who  will  return  to  a sense  of 
duty,  and  those  as  brethern  and  citizens  who  put 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  our  laws. 

Given  in  our  royal  palace  of  St.  Mark,  the  9th 
June,  1818.  HENRY. 

By  the  king.  Count  be  Ltmonade, 

Secretary  of  state  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

San  Soucr,  June  11,  1818. 

Whilst  our  august  sovereign  is  on  his  tour  in  the 
kingdom,  and  occupied  in  improving  our  interior 
situation,  an  unexpected  event  arrests  our  atten- 
tion! 

Petion,  the  only  author  of  the  civil  war,is  no  more. 
A few  days  after  his  decease,  we  were  perfectly 
instructed  of  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  by  di- 
rect and  certain  news  from  Port  au  Prince,  but  vve 
forebore  to  mention  them, because  we  wished  first  to 
know  what  had  been  his  last  testamentary  disposi- 
tions. 

Man,  during  his  life,  is  flattered  with  the  chime- 
ras of  hope;  his  passions  render  him  blind  to  his 
wrongs  and  his  injustice;  but  when  his  last  mo- 
ments approach,  the  veil  of  passion  is  rent  away, 
and  truth  appears  in  all  its  nakedness. 

According  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human  things, 
we  have  room  to  hope  that  general  Petion,  when 
drawing  near  his  last  hour,  and  about  to  appear  a 
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the  tribunal  of  the  E ernal,  wished  \o  render  to  Cue- 
sar^s  the  things  -which  -were  Ccesar's — That,  touched 
by  the  misfortunes  he  luid  drawn  upon  his  country, 
he  would  fain  have  obliterated, by  one  good  and  glo- 
rious action, all  the  stains  of  past  life.  Vain  hope! 
There  are,  then,  hearts  that’ nothing  can  change! 
Instead  of  persisting,  as  he  still  did,  in  the  doc- 
trine of  life  and  death,  and  departing  from  the  ways 
of  reason,  justice  and  humanity,  why  was  not  his 
heart  softened.?  Would  to  God  he  had  hearkened 
to  the  wise  counsels,  and  accepted  the  paternal  of- 
fers of  our  august  sovereign!  He  would  then  have 
acquired  his  love,  and  merited  the  gratitude  of  the 
nation;  but  he  has  suifered  himself  to  be  drawn  on 
by  the  illusions  of  ambition;  he  has  mistaken  his 
true  interest,  and  wandered  from  the  path  of  honor 
and  duty.  He  was  to  be  pitied  and  we  pitied  him. 

In  a government  where  nothing  is  stable,  but 
where  every  thing  is  ephemeral,  among  so  many 
candidates  having  a right  to  the  presidency,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  see  into  what  hands  the  helm 
of  state  would  pass.  Among  the  generis  of  color, 
Bazelias  is  the  most  ancient  of  this  party.  He  was 
elected  brigadier  general  by  the  late  emperor  in 
1803 — after  him  came  the  generals  Borgella,  Fran- 
cisque,  Bergerac,  Tritchet,  Lys,  Brung,  Le  Blanc 
and  Boyer.  Among  the  black  generals,  Valval,  the 
most  ancient,was  elected  brigadier  general  in  1804, 
then  came  Gideon  and  Frederick.  Among  so  many 
candidates,  we  say,  it  was  not  possible  to  tell  on 
which  the  choice  would  fall:  but  we  were  not  long 
in  uncertainty.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  gene- 
ral Petion,  we  learned  that  he  had  named  for  his 
successor  in  the  presidency,  general  John  Peter 
Boyer,  who  has  recently  entered  the  military  ca- 
reer, and  whom  we  know  under  this  point  of  view 
but  imperfectly.  He  was  but  the  secretary  of  gen. 
Petion  in  1807.  He  then  manifested  honorable  artd 
distinguished  sentiments;  he  publicly  blamed  the 
boundless  ambition  of  gen.  Petion,  “who,”  said  he, 
“was  born  to  cause  the  unhappiness  of  his  coun- 
try.” 

We  have  how  reason  to  believe  that  gen.  Boyer 
will  add  example  to  precept  and  that  he  will  walk 
exactly  opposite  to  the  ways  of  his  predecessor;  for 
he,  doubtless,  would  not,bimself  be  guilty  of  the 
faults  he  had  condemned  in  another. 

^ A new  era  is  then  going  to  rise  over  Hayti.  The 
time  is  at  last  come,  when  thoughtful  and  good 
men,  fathers  of  families,  and  those  who  aspire  only 
to  enjoy  tranquility  and  security,  can  declare  them- 
selves and  labor  for  the  re-union  of  the  Haytians, 
and  assist  us  in  creating  a new  order  of  things,  and 
a stable  and  happy  futurity. 

The  sovereign,  the  most  ancient  existing  chief 
of  the  army,  the  most  meritorious  and  distinguish- 
ed among  the  Haytians;  he  who  has  rendered  the 
greatest  and  longest  services  to  his  country;  he 
who,  by  his  noble  and  generous  character,  is  most 
capable  of  directing  our  military  career,  he  has  just 
made  us  hear  his  paternal  voice. 

O,  Haytians  of  the  west  and  of  the  south!  you  will 
not  be  deaf  to  the  cries  of  your  country,  which 
call  you  to  her  bosom,  to  form  but  one  family, 
and  to  unite  your  arms  against  the  common  ene- 
my. 

All  your  misfortunes,  and  ours  are  about  to  die 
away.  Why  then  do  you  delay,  to  fly  to  our  arms, 
and  declare  yourselves  for  the  re  union.?  What 
have  you  then  to  fear.?*  There  are  no  enemies  or 
guilty  ones  among  the  Haytians.  The  king  knows 
none — This  chief  whom  you  have  been  the  first  to 
acknowledge  and  proclaim,  extends  to  you  his  pa- 
ternal arms;  he  knows  you  have  been  led  on  by  the 


horrors  of  civil  war — he  knows  that  you  are  perfect- 
ly innocent — he  knows  who  has  been  the  auihor 
of  all  our  troubles  and  disasters— -but  he  no 
more!  All  then,  is  marked  out  by  the  hand  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  who  seems  willing  to  put  a period 
to  the  diasentions  and  misfortunes  of  the  Haytian 
people. 

Can  you,  O my  fellow  countrymen,  can  you  refuse 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  wisdom  and  of  reason, when 
you  have  no  longer  any  motive,  whatever,  to  remain 
dis-united;  but  when  on  the  contrary,  all  calls 
counsels  you  to  ally  yourselves  in  the  most  intimate 
manner?  Must  you  not  be  insensible,  the  enemies 
of  yourselves,  unjust  and  inhuman  to  wish  to  per- 
sist, without  any  reason,  in  continuing  the  civil  war, 
in  rending  the  bosom  of  your  country,  and  spilling 
the  blood  of  your  brothers  and  countrymen.? — No, 
we  cannot  believe  that  there  are  such  men  existing 
among  you — no  there  are  not  such  men  among  you; 
for  if  there  are  beings  so  sanguinary,  and  hostile  to 
their  country,  and  their  true  interest,  as  to  wish  to 
continue  the  civil  war,  diey  are  not  Haytians  but 
Frenchmen  or  their  secret  partizans.  Haytians,  when 
our  king  is  the  first  to  give  you  the  ejtample  of  wis- 
dom,  moderation  and  generosity;  when  lie  speaks  to 
you  in  the  language  of  reason,  of  justice  and  liu- 
manity;  can  you  hesitate  to  follow  his  noble  and 
generous  example.?— -Can  you,  and  ought  you,  to 
have  any  other  opinion  than  his,  or  follow  any  other 
impulse  than  that  which  he  gives  you  in  the  mo- 
ment when  he  is  acting  for  your  happiness  and  the 
welfare  of  the  country?  Think,  then,  that  the 
whole  world  is  witness  of  the  generosity  and  mag- 
nanimity  of  the  king.  Think  of  the  goodness,  the 
justice  and  legitimacy  of  his  cause;  and  if,  after  his 
paternal  proclamation,you  persist  in  departing  from 
him,  think  that  you  will  be  responsible  for  all  the 
calamites  that  shall  afflict  anew  our  country. — 
Think,  that  you  will  be  anpardoned  in  the  eyes  of 
your  cotemporaries  and  of  posterity,  who  will  judge 
you  with  all  the  severity  and  impartiality  which 
you  have  merited  by  your  hardness  of  heart. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

Some  well  fought  appear  to  have  taken 

place  between  the  parties  of  opposing  candidates 
for  parliament.  At  Tamworth  several  houses  were 
very  much  damaged  by  the  mobs. 

All  is  life  and  bustle  in  England  about  the  gene- 
ral election.  It  is  said  tlutt  the  ministers  will  be 
hard  run  to  purchase  a majority.  Mr.  Wooler,  edi- 
tor of  the  Black  Dwarf,  is  a candidate  for  Coventry. 
Many  of  the  old  members  had  declined  a poll, 
Burdett  was  left  out  by  Westminster — Ramilly  and 
Maxwell  are  returned; — Canning  and  Gascoigne 
are  probably  elested  from  Liverpool— and  Waitli- 
man  from  London.  Our  dearly  beloved  friend  ad  ^ 
miral  Cockbum,  has  been  elected  from  PiyrnoiUh 

The  following  is  from  a London  paper — One  of 
the  society  of  Friends,  who  appeared  at  the  hust- 
ings, to  give  his  vote  for  four  {tersons  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  city  of  London,  spoke  as  follows; 

Friend  alderm:in  Wood,  I have  come  to  vote 
for  thee,  because  thou  hast  been  a good  magistrate,- 
a friend  to  the  poor,  and  hast  kept  thy  word  with 
the  people  in  parliament.  Thou  art  not  like  the 
candidate  who  stands  beside  thee,  for  lie  liath 
deceived  the  people,  and  even  hath  mercy  upon 
females.  He  hath  in  his  ministerial  capacity  calleil 
a woman  an  Amazon. 

Sir  W.  Curtis — Friend  dost  thou  mean  me? 

Friend-^Yea.  verily  that  I do. 
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•SiV  JV.  Curtis — Tli€n,  friend,  I tell  thee  thou 
liest,  and  art  a wicked  one;  and  the  information 
thou  hast  derived  is  false— I’:  is  from  a newspaper. 

Friend — Friend  William,  I do  not  like  thee. 

[Here  the  worthy  baronet  was  treated  with  little 
ceremony  by  the  livery  ] 

Friend — Friend  Waithman,  I give  thee  my  vote, 
trusting  that  thou  wilt  perform  one  half  of  what 
thou  hast  so  long  promised.  Friend  Thorp,  1 do 
the  same  for  thee,  though  thou  hast  promised  less; 
b\it  I have  known  the  most  virtuous  and  patriotic 
of  thy  name.  Friend  Wilson,  I know  thee  not,  but 
thou  hast  been  recommended,  and  I trust  thou 
wilt  merit  the  future  support  of  thy  fellow  citizens. 

The  public  spirited  elector  then  retired  amidst 
the  most  uproarious  applause. 

Stock.s,  June  20 — 3 per  cents.  78  1-4  1-3. 

James  Rhodes,  had  been  tried,  convicted  and 
fir.ed  500  pounds  sterling,  for  imitating  tea  by  a 
preparation  of  the  leaves  of  sloe,  ash,  elder,  and 
other  leaves.  A very  extensive  business  of  this 
sort,  as  well  as  in  the  manufacture  of  many  other 
articles  (like  money  out  of  rags)  has  long  been 
carried  on  in  England,  at  the  cost  of  perhaps,  thoU' 
$ands  of  lives. 

The  prinde  regent  held  a grand  assembly  in  ho- 
nor of  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge — 800 
great  folks  sat  down  in  the  grand  octagon  room. 

Died  at  Walkham,  on  the  7th  May,  John  Williams^ 
aged  100.  He  was  the  eldest  of  18  sons  of  Jane 
Williams,  late  of  Brenton,  Devonshire,  (who  died 
in  her  tilth  year)  17  of  whom  are  now  alive  and 
in  perfect  health,  aud  their  joint  ages  amount  to 
1379  years. 

The  valuable  collection  of  copperplates  and  cor- 
responding impressions  belonging  to  the  late  Mr. 
Alderman  Boydell,  was  last  week  sold  by  Mr. 
Evans,  of  Pall-mall,  who  with  his  usual  skill,  set 
forth  the  richness  and  beauty  of  these  chef 
d’cEUvres  of  the  English  school  of  engravers— an  art 
which  was  certainly  carried  to  an  unparalleled 
height,  under  the  encouragement  of  the  Messrs. 
Boydell.  The  stock  sold  for  above  forty  thousand 
pounds. 

Mrs.  Glover’s  husband  brought  an  action  against 
the  Drury  Lane  theatrical  company  for  her  wages  of 
100  pounds,  as  an  actress,  which  had  been  paid 
to  her  and  applied  to  the  support  of  her  children: 
he  obtained  a verdict  of  one  farthing  damages. 

To  the  astonishment  of  the  oldest  member  of 
parliament,  the  dissolution  was  yesterday  announc- 
ed viva  \rncc  by  the  prince  regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  his  majesty.  This  is  the  first  occurrence 
of  the  kind  since  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts.  It  was 
then  the  course  when  parliaments  dissatisfied  the 
king,  and  was  always  considered  as  an  act  of  anger. 
What  cause  there  was,  or  what  benefit  there  could 
be  for  this  resumption  of  an  obsolete  and  offensive 
practice,  we  know  not.  Probably  the  first  measure 
of  the  new  parliament  will  be  to  enquire  who  ad- 
vised his  royal  highness  to  this  extraordinary 
course.  London  paper. 

Moles. — It  is  a singular  fact,  that  three  men  kil- 
led 10,000  moles  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  with- 
in a few  miles  of  Egremont;  sc  says  a London  pa- 
per. 

THE  ALIEN  BILL.  A London  paper  observes — We 
have  the  satisfiction,  for  tlie  honor  of  Great  Britain, 
to  state,  that  tlie  protests  have  been  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  house  of  lords  against  the  alien 
bill.  They  were  entered  on  different  stages  of 
tliat  bill. 

Protest  against  the  alien  bill. 

1st,  Because  the  bill  is  cruel,  for  even  when  not 


perverted  to  any  improper  purpose,  it  may  deter 
the  victims  of  civil  or  religious  persecution  abroad 
from  seeking  refuge  under  the  laws  of  a free  coun- 
try. 

2dly,  Because  theDill  is  unjust. 

It  exposes  all  resident  aliens  (such  even  as  may 
have  settled  here  in  consequence  of  no  such  law 
existing  at  that  time)  to  actual  punishment  without 
trial,  and  it  condemns  even  the  most  unsuspected 
among  them  to  an  evil  greater  than  most  punish- 
ments, a dependence  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  one 
man. 

3dly,  Because  the  bill  is  unnecessary,  their  be- 
ing no  unusual  resort  of  strangers  to  this  kingdom, 
and  no  apprehension,  real  or  pretended,  that  indi- 
vidual foreigners  either  possess  the  means  or  har- 
bor the  design  of  disturbing  our  internal  tranqui- 
lity. 

4th,  Because  the  bill  is  unconstitutional.  It  ere- 
ates  a power  liable  to  abuse,  and  unknown  to  our 
laws;and  arbitrary  authority  has  always  been  thought 
to  degrade  those  who  are  tJie  objects  of  it,  and  to 
corrupt  those  who  possess  it,  and  thereby  to  lead 
to  tyrannical  maxims  and  practices  incompatible 
with  the  safety  of  a free  people. 

5thly,  Because  the  bill  is  impolitic. 

It  discourages  the  employment  of  foreign  capital, 
and  the  exercise  of  foreign  ingenuity  in  our  coun- 
try, and  obviously  tends  to  embroil  us  with  other 
courts  of  Europe,  by  rendering  the  residence  of 
any  obnoxious  individuals  among  us,  an  act  of  the 
state,  and  no  longer  a consequence  of  the  hospita- 
ble spirit  of  our  municipal  laws. 

VASSALL  HOLLAND,  ROSSLYN, 

AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK,  PONSONBY, 

LEINSTER,  GRAY, 

KING,  ILCHESTER. 

For  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  5th  reasons, 

LANSDOWN. 

For  the  1st  and  2d  reasons, 

GAGE. 

Because,  by  this  bill,  the  secretary  of  state  is  au- 
thorised to  convey  an  alien  to  any  foreign  port,  and 
thus  to  deliver  such  alien  into  the  bands  of  his  mor- 
tal enemies — to  subject  him  to  perpetual  imprison- 
ment— to  corporal  punishment — to  torture — or  to 
death. 

AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK,  ROSSLYN, 

GAGE,  LEINSTER, 

VASSALL  HOLLAND  GREJ. 

NaturaltzationI  The  Edinburgh  Star  contains 
the  following: — “The  most  expeditous  journey  be- 
tween London  and  Edinburgh  ever  known  has  just 
been  performed.  On  Monday  last,  after  it  was  as- 
certained that  lork  Castlereagh  meant  to  introduce 
a bill  into  the  house  of  commons  that  night,  for  the 
purpose  of  suspending  the  clause  in  the  Scot’s  act 
of  parliament  of  1595,  which  declares  that  all  fo- 
reigners holding  a share  in  the  stock  of  the  bank 
shall  be  held  and  considered  as  naturalized  sub- 
jecis  of  Scotland;  a gentleman  received  a number 
of  powers  of  attorney  from  foreigners  residing  in 
London,  with  directions  to  proceed  express  to 
Edinburgh  to  purcliase  stock.  He  left  London  at 
5 o’clock,  in  the  afternoon;  and  reached  this  about 
12  on  Wednesday,  having  thus  performed  the  jour- 
ney in  the  space  of  42  hours.  [The  distance  is  389 
miles.]  We  understand  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  effect  transfers  of  stock  in  favor  of  his  employers 
before  three  o’clock,  after  which  no  transfer  could 
be  available,  as  the  bill  introduced  by  lord  Castle- 
reagh being  read  three  times,  and  passed  the  com- 
mons on  Monday,  would  also  pass  the  lords  on 
Tuesday,  and  receive  the  royal  assent  on  Wednes- 
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day.  No  fewer  than  38  transfers  of  bank  stock 
were  made  in  favor  of  foreigners  on  Wednesday, 
and  about  lOO  since  20th  of  April  last;  and  but  for 
the  discovery  of  the  clause  in  the  act  before  the 
rising  of  parliament,  there  is  little  doubt  that  seve- 
ral thousand  such  transfers  would  have  been  made 
before  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament.’* 

FftASCE. 

Marshal  Kellerman,  duke  of  Yalmy,  aged  83 
years,  is  about  marrying  a lady  of  45  years. 

At  Caen,  a child  ten  years  old,  has  been  con- 
demned to  twenty  years  imprisonment,  for  setting 
fire  to  two  farms. 

In  France  there  have  been  struck  since  the  return 
of  Louis  the  18ih,  280  millions  of  franca  bearing  the 
image  of  the  king. 

The  Cossacks  very  much  admire  the  climate  of 
France;  several  of  them  are  employed  in  farming, 
and  express  their  regret  at  the  prospect  of  their 
leaving  so  fine  a country,  where  they  have  experi- 
enced so  much  hospitality. 

WAPOLBOX  BOXAPARTE. 

The  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  the  king  of 
Sardinia  of  col.  Pionothouaki,  supposed  to  have 
brought  letters  from  Napoleon  to  his  wife,  has 
been  noticed.  The  Democratic  Press  states  that 
on  a secand  application  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  to 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  for  his  release,  the  claim  had 
been  admitted,  and  it  was  expected  that  he  would 
be  liberated. 

St  Helena  is  said  to  have  become  very  unhealthy. 
Some  folks  think  that  the  intelligence  is  thrown  out 
to  prepare  the  public  for  the  decease  of  Bonaparte. 

GERMANY, 

Vienna,  January  2d,  1318.— The  consumption  in 
Vienna  ofl817,  was  bullocks  77,963,  calves  66,636, 
flour  77,935  quintals,  rye  meal  365,390  quintals, 
oats  150,414  bushels;  butter  and  lard  27,172  quin- 
tals, fish  3,082  quintals,  eggs  13,812,965.  Wine, 
the  produce  of  Austria  proper,  139,500  gallons. — 
Wine,  the  produce  of  Hungary,  165,085  gallons; 
beer  271,795  gallons,  fire  wood  408,885  cords. 

There  died  in  Vienna  in  1817,  12,732  persons,  of 
which  only  eight  died  in  consequence  of  the  small 
pox.  There  were  born  11.228  and  married  2,205 
couple. 

The  kingdom  of  B varia  contains  1406  German 
square  miles  and  3,440,000  inhabitants. 

The  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg  346^  square  miles 
and  2,386,400  inhabitants. 

The  kingdom  of  Hanover  682  square  miles 
1,292,958  inhabitants. 

The  kingdom  of  Saxony  338  square  miles  and 
1,282,644  inhabitants. 

' The  expenses  of  Madame  Krudener,  the  celebrat- 
ed German  prophetess,  must  have  amounted  to 
180,000  guilders  [72,000  dollars]  annually.  This 
was  indeed  too  much  money  for  a religious  come- 
dy or  tragedy.  She  now  lives  retired  at  Riga,  in 
Russia,  her  native  place;  a relation  of  hers  had  to 
defray  her  expenses  from  Memel  to  Rig.a,  her  mo- 
ney having  been  expended  and  her  credit  gone, 
and  the  Prussian  government  having  interdicted 
her  from  preaching. 

London,  June  12- — A Dutch  mail  arrived  this 
morning,  with  papers  of  the  IQlh  inst.The  German 
states  afford  fresh  proofs  of  their  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  independence.  Among 
some  recent  demands  a-ddres.sed  to  the  diet  of 
Frankfort,  are  the  establishment  of  an  entire  free- 
dom of  the  press  in  Germany,  and  the  security  of 
commerce,  not  as  hitherto,  by  the  subsidiary  aid  of 
a foreign  navy,  but  by  vessels  oftherr  own,  built  in 
their  ports  and  rivers, 


SWEDEN. 

The  army,  1818 — Translated  from  the  Hamburg 
Correspondent,  for  the  Democratic  Pre«s. 

In  the  suite  of  the  king  are  24  adjutants  and  18  offi- 
cers of  ordnance. 

4 Field  marshals, 

1 General, 

8 Lieutenant-generals, 

33  Major-generals  (amongst  whom  prince  O's- 
car,) 

2 Admirals, 

3 Vice-admirals, 

8 Rear-admirals, 

8 Regiments  of  cavalry, 

29  do.  Infantry, 

3 do.  Artillery, 

4 do.  Marines, 

NORWAY. 

1 Brigade  of  artillery, 

1 do.  Cavalry, 

1 do.  Infantry. 

Prince  Oscar,  19  years  old,  is  appointed  /ierii.  gerti^ 
of  the  Norwegian  army. 

The  kingdom  of  Sweden  contains  16,155  square 
miles,  3,307,922  inhabitants., 

DENMARX. 

The  kingdom  of  Denmark  contains  2,761  square 
miles  and  1,700,000  inhabitants 

A Paris  paper  states,  that  a recent  attempt  h|vs 
been  made  at  Copenhagen  to  assassinate  the  king 
of  Denmark,  by  a barber-surgeon  who  attended  one 
of  the  king’s  morning  audiences.  The  fellow  ap- 
pears to  have  been  deranged. 

EAST  INDIES. 

A line  of  battle  ship  called  the  Hastings,  has  been 
launched  at  Bombay — her  dimensions  are  given  as 
fi)llows; 

Length  on  the  gun  deck, 

Brea^dth  for  measurement, 

Burthen  in  tons  1705. 

Carries  on  lower  gun  deck. 

Do*  main  deck. 

Quarter  deck  and  forecastle. 

Poop, 

Total.  82  guns. 

The  British  are  extensively  obtaining  more  terri- 
tory in  India,  and  killing  off  the  people  by  thou- 
sand; in  some  cases  suffering  pretty  severely  them- 
selves. 

AFRICA. 

A French  paper  announces,  as  interesting,  the 
publication  of  a voyage  to  Africa,  by  the  Marquis 
Etourville,  who  was  led  by  singular  circumstances 
into  the  interior  of  that  continent,  during  the  revo- 
lution. He  mentions  having  discovered  near  the 
sources  of  the  Nile,  a new  empire,  its  legislation 
similar  to  that  of  China,  and  he  supposes  its  civi- 
lization anterior  to  that  of  the  Egyptians. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  city  of  C.^raccas  before  the  earthquake  in 
1812,  contained  about  45,000  inhabitants — by  that 
calamity  and  the  subsequent  and  yet  desolating  war, 
iis  population  has  been  reduced  to  7000  souls. 

The  population  in  many  other  parts  of  Venezuela 
is  supposed  to  have  sufiered  nearly  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  from  the  latter  cause. 

WEST  INDUES. 

The  report  of  a duly  being  laid  on  vessels  arriv- 
ing at  Havanna,  to  support  the  inquisition  is  denied 
— otliers  say  that  the  Ferdinandish  thing  exists. 

The  Spanish  brig  St.  Fernando,  has  captured  and 
carried  into  Havanna,  the  sloop  General  Aury,  capt- 
N.  Patterson,  near  the  Berry  Islands,  under  Ameri- 
can colors,  and  bound,  according  to  his  pa'^iers^ 


176  ft.  8 in, 
47  ft.  8 ia. 

28  32  prs. 
30  18  prs- 
8 12  prs. 
6 42  prs. 
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from  Charleston  to  St.  Thomas.  Seventy-two  slaves 
were  found  on  board,  not  mentioned  in  capt.  Pat- 
terson^s  papers — !iad  on  board  arms  and  munitions 
of  war,  and  the  Venezuelan  flag — in  consequence 
of  which  the  negroes  were  taken  on  board  the  brig; 
the  capt.  and  crew  made  prisoners,  and  arrived  at 
Havanna  on  tbe7th  ult. 

'I'he  editor  of  the  Charleston  Times  believes, 
from  information  in  his  possession,  that  the  vessel 
alluded  to  above,  is  the  sloop  Almira,  capt.  Patter- 
son, which  sailed  from  that  port  on  the  8th  ult.  os- 
tensibly bound  to  St.  Thomas,  and  off  the  Hole  in 
the  Wall,  fell  in  with  an  American  vessel  from 
Norfolk,  bound  to  Nevv-Orleans  with  negroes,  and 
plundered  her  of  them  and  other  property. 

FLO  HID  A. 

The  Augusta  Chronicle,  quotes  an  extract  of  a 
letter,  received  by  a gentleman  of  that  place,  from 
a credible  source,  stating  that  the  two  agents 
of  die  duke  de  Allegon,  to  whom  all  the  unced- 
ed lands  in  East  Florida  were  ceded,  had  ar- 
rived in  St.  Augustine  and  claimed  the  same;  and 
that  his  excellency  governor  Coppinger  had  alrea- 
dy placed  them  in  possession  of  it!  They  had 
opened  a land  office  and  intended  to  sell  to  any 
purchasers  offering!  they  had  also  the  privilege 
of  purchasing  the  Indian  title  to  the  celebrated 
Alochaway  territory,  and  had  already  taken  steps 
to  effect  the  same. 


New  ^^Continental  System.^^ 

FROMTHE  DUBLIN  EVEXTBiG  POST. 

The  press  is  the  terror  of  despoi  s,  and  we  can- 
not be  surprised  at  their  efforts  to  extinguish  the 
lights  it  would  spread  over  the  continent.  Alarm- 
ed at  the  progress  made  by  *Hhe  apostles  of  liberty^* 
throughout  Germany,  the  governments  of  Austria 
and  Prussia  contemplatfr  new  measures  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  press— so  much  for  the  deliverers! 

**  Vienna,  Dec.  13. — The  Prussian  councillor  of 
state.  Von  Jordan,  who  is  expected  this  evening, 
will  probably  make  a long  stay  here,  as  his  mission 
is  said  to  embrace  very  important  objects.  Among 
other  things  it  is  stated,  that  measures  will  be  con- 
certed  between  our  court  and  that  of  Prussia,  to 
check  the  abuses  and  licentiousness  of  the  press, 
which  threatens  Germany  with  incalculable  evils, 
unless  wise  and  energetic  measures  are  speedily 
adopted.  In  order  to  secure  to  the  nations  of  Germa- 
ny the  enjoyment  of  a reasonable  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  in  general  a high  degree  of  civil  and  po- 
litical freedom,  it  is  necessary,  before  all  things,  to 
oppose  a powerful  barrier  to  the  license  of  the 
press  and  lawless  insubordination  which  begins  to 
shew  itself  in  so  many  places.  By  the  apostles  of 
liberty  who  now  preach  every  where  from  the 
house-tops,  Germany  can  only  be  plunged  either 
int®  the  most  dreadful  anarchy,  or  the  most  fright- 
ful despotism,  either  of  which  woulfl  stifle  for 
many  years  the  seeds  of  improvement  in  our  coun- 
try.’* 

In  Switzerland,  it  appears,  Austria  has  accom. 
piished  her  object  of  extinguishing  the  press. 

“Z/inc/i.  D<.c.  24.— The  diplomatic  notefrom  the 
ministers  of  France  and  Austria,  which  has  been 
transmitted  from  the  council  of  Berne,  to  all  the 
different  governments  of  the  cantons,  as  well  as  the 
observations  of  the  said  council,  with  respect  to 
the  journals  and  pamphlets,  have  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  inferior  councils  and  supreme 
authoriiies  of  most  of  the  cantons.  The  decision 
which  has  been  distinctly  come  to,  by  the  Swis.s 
government,  is  that  nothing  shall  be  published  in 


that  country  which  can  give  the  slightest  offence, 
or  be  in  the  least  degi'ee  unpleasant  to  the  great 
pvvers.** 

On  the  1st  instant,  we  expressed  our  apprehen- 
sions that  the  grand  duke  of  Weimar,  would  be 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  remonstrances,  supported, 
as  in  every  case  they  are  known  to  be,  by  the  bayo- 
nets of  the  holy  alliance.  Unfortunately  our  predic- 
tion has  been  verified.  The  Paris  papers  of  the 
3d  of  this  month  contain  the  subjoined  paragraph: 

“It  is  asserted  in  an  article  from  Berlin,  dated 
Dec.  24,  that  prince  Hardenburg,  and  the  count 
de  Zichy,  have  had  at  Weimar,  a very  important 
explayiation  with  the  grand  duke,  relative  to  the 
events  at  Wartberg,  and  the  licentiousness  of 
the  works  printed  in  the  states  of  his  royal  high- 
ness.” 

The  “very  important  explanation”  is  but  too 
clearly  explainedhy  X\\e^  following: — 

Weimar,  Dec.  22 — Instead  o^Hhe  opposition  pa- 
per* there  appeared  to  day  the  following  printed 
notice: 

‘By  an  order  of  the  government  of  the  grand 
duchy,  dated  this  day,  the  publication  of  ‘r/ie  op- 
position paper*  is  prohibited  till  further  orders.* 

“Whether,  and  when,  it  will  be  allowed  to  ap- 
pear  again,  time  must  show.** 

The  Weimar  paper  called  “TAe  Opposition**  was 
one  of  the  most  independent  as  well  as  the  most 
eloquent,  on  the  continent. — We  are  not  to  wonder 
then  that  the  wrath  of  the  despots,  the  deliverers 
of  Europe,  should  be  directed  against  the  last 
light  of  liberty  in  the  little  state  of  Weimar;  one 
cause  of  its  suppression  is  believed  to  be  an  article 
on  the  state  of  Hanover,  and  it  is  said  that  “the 
Hanoverian  government  is  one  of  those  which  has 
always  been  under  the  greatest  terror  of  the  press, 
and  every  thing  like  public  discussion  of  its  con- 
duct. The  statement  in  this  letter  must,  on  many 
accounts,  have  been  unpalatable  to  that  govern- 
ment; and  perhaps  it  was  found  much  more  easy 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  a complaint  against 
the  Weimar  journalist,  than  to  return  a satisfacto- 
ry answer  to  it. 

The  state  of  the  press  in  France  can  be  given  in 
a few  words. — The  last  accounts  from  Paris  say, 
the  law  respecting  the  journals  has  been  published 
in  the  official  part  of  the  JS'Ioniteur  and  the  Bulletin 
des  Loix,  in  the  following  w'ords: — 

“The  journals  and  other  periodical  works,  which 
treat  of  political  matters  and  news,  cannot  appear 
without  the  authority  of  the  king,  till  the  end  of 
the  session,  1818.’* 

It  is  thus  that  the  legitimates  have  delivered 
rope!  but  if  we  mistake  not,  they  are  destined  to  be 
the  victims  of  their  own  tyranny. 


CHRONICLE. 

Great  improvements  are  making  on  the  shores  of 
lake  Erie,  and  the  commerce  thereon  is  already  re- 
spectable. A survey  is  about  to  be  made  with  the 
view  of  making  a good  harbor  at  Buffalo.  3000 
men  are  at  work  on  the  great  canal  which  is  to 
unite  it  to  the  Atlantic;  and  the  middle  section, 
from  Uiica  to  the  outlet  of  Cayuga  lake,  it  is  ex- 
pecie<l  will  be  completed  this  season.  A writer 
in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  exciting  Pennsjdvania 
to  r iternal  improvement,  says  that  sixty  miles  of 
i;  -ill  be  navigated  by  boats  carrying  60  tons,  be- 
fore anoiher  winter  sets  in;  and  he  estimates  that 
Wiien  the  c.nal  is  completed  that  the  transporta- 
ti  >1  from  JVerj-York  (c>  Pittsburg  will  not  cost  more 
t:ian  one  dollar  per  ewt!  Tnere  is  not  certainly,  any 
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part  of  the  world  in  which  such  a vast  inland  trade 
can  be  opened,  as  by  this  canal — and,  ten  years 
after  it  is  furnished,  it  is  probable  that  the  city 
of  New-York  will  rival  London  in  the  extent  of  her 
shipping  and  commerce.  A paper  of  that  city  of 
the  8th  inst.  says— *‘It  is  stated  in  the  Gazette  of 
this  morning,  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  of 
leisure,  who  has  examined  every  street  in  the  city, 
that  there  is  now  erecting  and  finishing,  south  of 
Spring-street,  no  less  than  1969  buildings,  upwards 
of  1000  of  which  are  intended  as  dwelling  houses. 
—The  gentleman  estimates  the  number  of  work- 
men employed,  and  the  daily  expenditure  for  labor, 
exclusive  of  materials,  at  25,000  dollars.  The  same 
paper  also  states,  that  there  are  now  on  the  stocks 
this  city  ten  large  vessels,  including  the  Tobac- 
co Plant  which  is  to  be  launched  this  day,  and 
which  is  intended  as  a regular  trader  between 
Eichmond,  in  Virginia,  and  laverpool,  England. 

Mr.  Mea.i>£. — The  following  extract  of  a letter 
from  Gibraltar  narrates  a curious  case,  and  de- 
serves a record, — it  is  dated  May  23 — 

“I  arrived  here  from  C^adiz  on  the  12th;  before  I 
left  Cadiz,  our  countryman,  Mr.  Meade,  was  re- 
leased by  a royal  order,  'and  I believe  means  to 
proceed  to  Madrid  for  the  recovery  of  the  large 
sum  due  him  by  the  Spanish  government. 

“You  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
paper  printed  at  Cadiz,  called  the  Piario^  refused 
to  publish  the  royal  order;  Mr.  Meade  himself  sent 
a copy  attested,  but  it  dared  not  be  published.— 
But  what  will  you  think  of  the  refusal  to  publish 
the  royal  order  of  Ferdinand,  for  Mr.  Meade’s  re- 
lease, in  this  place,  a British  garrison?  The’ gover- 
nor of  this  place  is  gen.  Don,  v/hose  history  in  the 
war  in  Holland  in  the  early  part  of  tlie  French  re- 
volution, you  may  recollect;  he  forbid  the  royal 
order  to  be  published  in  the  Chronicle;  a friend 
then  endeavored  to  have  it  printed  in  a hand-bill, 
to  be  sent  to  some  of  Mr.  Meade’s  former  friends 
in  the  Mediterranean,  But  this  was  also  prohibite  !. 
Mr.  M’s  friends  here  thought  this  a greater  hard 
ship,  because  there  appeared  in  the  same  newspa- 
per, the  Chronicle^  some  articles  of  an  erroneous 
character  respecting  Mr.  Meade,  extracted  from  an 
English  newspaper;  application  was  then  made. to 
the  editor  of  the  Chronicle,  shewing  the  malice 
and  falsehood  of  the  publication  extracted  from 
the  English  newspaper,  and  requesting  permission 
to  contradict  it;  this  was  also  forbidden;  applica- 
tion Was  then  made  for  the  insertion  of  the  letter 
of  Mr.  secretary  Adams  to  Mr.  Onis,  but  the  Eng- 
lish governor  absolutely  forbid  this  also.  I leave 
you  to  your  own  reflections  on  this  subject.” 

Herrings. — It  is  stated  that  from  200,000  to 
600,000  herrings  are  taken  in  single  drafts  in  the 
Potomac! 

JVaval.  The  Boston  Intelligencer  says — The  fri- 
gate Congress,  we  hear,  is,  soon  to  proceed  to  the 
Indian  ocean,  tinder  the  command  of  capt.  Elliot. 
The  Ontario,  capt.  Biddle,  vve  suppose  may  by  thi.s 
time  have  taken  possession  of  the  mouth  of  Colum- 
bia river — and  the  Macedonian,  under  capt.Downes, 
will  depart  for  the  Pacific  ocean  in  a short  time. 

The  system  which  has  of  laie  been  adopt  ed  by 
government,  of  sending  their  ships  of  war  upon 
distant  expeditious,  is  admirable  in  every  point  of 
view.  The  exhibition  of  an  active  naval  force  se- 
cures the  respect  of  foreign  nations — who,  tliough 
they  rnay  be  jealous  of  our  power,  yet  v/ill  not  re;  .. 
dily  violate  our  rights.  By  he  same  plan,  the  in- 
crease of  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  our  ships — 
and  the  instruction  of  young  officers  and  seamen  as 
to  the  situation  of  foreign  countries  and  the  nature 


of  distant  service  are  promoted;  whilst  the  extend#* 
ed  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  every  where 
protected  from  encroachment. 

Terrible  case. — The  following  was  addressed  to 
the  public  at  Concord,  N.H.  on  the  28th  ult: — “As 
a friend  to  humanity,  I transmit  to  your  candid  at- 
tention the  situation  of  capt.  Brewer,  now  confined 
in  Amherst  gaol,  in  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  in 
which  place  he  has  been  in  close  confinement  for 
nearly  four  years,  on  a civil  debt,  the  original  of 
which  amounted  to  about  eight  dollars;  but  now, 
together  with  his  board,  amounts  to  nearly  three 
hundred  dollars.  After  remaining  in  gaol  thirty- 
days,  he  took  the  benefit  of  the  “act  for  the  relief 
of  poor  debtors;”  but  as  he  was  unable  to  pay  his 
board,  and  no  friend  appearing  to  discharge  it,  he 
has  been  detained  in  custody  ever  since,  because 
he.  could  not  pay  that  which  was  morally  impos- 
sible for  him,  and  which  is  daily  accumulating. 

His  circumstances,  to  my  best  recollection,  are 
as  follows:  He  is  about  seventy  years  of  age,  of  a 

weak  constitution;  and  at  the  time  of  his  confine^- 
ment  was  dependent  on  the  town  for  many  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  He  was  a hero  of  our  revolu- 
tion, and  held  a captain’s  commission  through  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  struggle  for  independence. 
But  now  he  is  immured  in  a prison  twelve  feet 
square,  with  many  others. 

I}iiernal  Co/nwerce— The  Telegraph,  a newspaper 
recently  commenced  at  Rochester  near  the  shore  of 
lake  Ontario,  in  New  York,  says,  there  have  been 
shipped  from  that  port  since  the  1st  of  April  last, 
21,567  barrels  flour, 

l,l58  do.  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 

569  do>  pork, 

156  casks  whiskey, 

120,000  double  butt  standard  staves, 

Together  with  considerable  quanties  of  butter, 
lard  &c.  &c. 

And  adds,  that  large  quantities  of  the  like  arti- 
cles are  now  lying  in  the  ware-houses  there,  intend- 
ed for  shipment. 

(C/‘We  have  just  discovered  that  Rochester  is 
i r,  Genr.essee  county,  having  reverted  to  the  newspa- 
per above  mentioned.  We  suppose  it  to  be  the 
place  heretofore  called  /‘Port  Gennessee?.  The  pa- 
per has  its  shipping  list^  and  notices  the  arrival  of 
nine  differeni  vessels  for  the  week.  It  is  well  filled 
with  with  advertisements,  and  manifests  that  an 
extensive  business  is  done  in  the  village. 

Ocean  steam  boat.  It  is  stated  that  a two  masted 
steam  boat  is  nearly  completed  at  Philadelphia,  to 
ply  as  a packet  between  that  port  and  Havanna. 

The  Cumberland  bank,  of  Portland,  Maine,  was 
lately  entered  by  false  keys,  and  ^7000  in  money, 
and  ^200,000  in  paper,  carried  offi  The  robbers 
were  suspected,  and  finally  all  the  money  and  bills 
recovered.  Three  persons  were  concerned  in  the 
affair,  and  one  of  them  after  disclosing  the  cir- 
cumstances, on  a promise  of  indemnity  and  reward, 
killed  himself  by  discharging  a pistol  into  his 
mcmrh! 

Travelling.  The  Washington  City  Gazette  esti- 
mates that  the  persons  passing  fiom  the  southern 
to  the  eastern  states,  on  excursions  of  pleasure  or 
for  the  benefit  of  health,  during  the  summer  sea- 
son, amounrto  2000;  each  of  whom  expends  on  the 
verage,  500  dollars. 

The  slave  trade,  at  New  Orlear.s,  is  brisk — a short 
time  before  the  14th  of  July, .317  slaves  had  been 
received  there  from  other  states  in  eight  vessels, 
and  159  in  a brig  from  Africa.  The  latter  ‘seized 
as  being  illegally  imnorled,  sale 

by  the  sheriff! 
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Rmsian  mmisler.  A Paris  paper  of  June  25  says 

M.  Poletik^,  ambassador  of  Russia  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  just  arrived  here,  from  whence  he  will 
proceed  to  his  destination.  lie  was  formerly  am- 
bassador of  Russia  ai  London. 

The  Seminoles.  We  regret  to  hear  that  some 
straggling  parties  of  Indians  have  lately  committed 
two  or  three  murders,  on  the  frontrers  of  Georgia. 
As  the  nation  has  sued  for  peace,  we  have  reason 
to  believe  their  depredations  have  now  ceased. — 
They  have  suffered  much  by  Jackson’s  campaign, 
having  lost  much  of  their  corn  and  many  cattle. 

From  the  Savannah  Museum  of  July  30.  There 
is  a rumor  in  town,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
murders  committed  on  the  frontier  of  Wayne  and 
Camden  counties,  during  the  last  12  months,  were 
actually  perpetrated  by  a gang  of  white  despera- 
does, who  had  assumed  the  dress  and  appearance 
of  Indians.  It  is  said,  that  altogether  there  are 
eight  of  these  new  fangled  savages,  and  that  two 
or  three  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  sent  to 
Milledgeville.  We  hope,  for  the  honor  of  humani- 
ty, that  this  report  is  not  true. 

Gen.  Jackson  has  partaken  of  a public  dinner  at 
Nashville,  on  his  return  from  Florida.  The  party 
was  very  numerous  and  highly  respectable.  Among 
others  the  following  toasts  were  drank — 

Major-general  Andreia  Jackson — His  fame  is  the 
offspring  of  his  own  merit.  While  dur  armies  are 
directed  by  the  energies  of  his  genius,  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  foreign  aggression. 

Spanish  perfidy  and  Indian  barbarity, 
rendered  its  capture  necessary.  May  our  govern- 
ment never  surrender  it  from  the  fear  of  war. 

Tennessee  volunteers — The  signal  for  their  march, 
is  their  country’s  call.  They  are  always  victori- 
ous— strangers  to  defeat. 

The  Kentucky  volunteers — They  have  shewn  themr 
selves  superior  to  the  influence  of  prejudice.  They 
are  brave,  and  merit  the  applause  of  their  country. 

Volunteer  by  gen.  Jackson— ‘Our  country:  Though 
forbearance  is  her  maxim,  she  should  shew  foreign 
nations,  that  under  a pretence  of  neutrality^  her 
rights  are  not  to  be  outraged. 

Cold  -water.  A New  York  paper  mentions — that 
seven  young  men,  in  Charlotte,  Vt.  and  six  in  Pitts- 
field, Mass,  laboring  in  the  field,  died  of  drinking 
cold  water,  in  one  day! 

Specie.  A vessel  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
France,  with  the  value  of  §600,000  in  specie.  It 
may  do  a little  good — being  in  demand.  But — it 
is  in  five  franc  pieces. 

Savannah.  But  twelve  persons  died  in  Savannah 
for  two  weeks  ending  on  the  31st  ult. — and  five  of 
those  from  drinking  cold  water!  Last  year  the 
deaths  in  that  city  were  sixty  two,  in  July — in  July 
last,  only  eighteen. 

The  northern  military  road. — It  is  stated  in  the 
Plattsburg  paper  of  the  1st  inst.  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  military  road  north  of  that  town,  on 
which  the  troops  in  that  quarter  have  been  employ- 
ed since  the  month  of  May,  have  recently  been 
suspended,  and  that  the  troops  are  now  occupied 
in  the  erection  of  fortifications  at  Rouse’s  Point. 

A sea  serpent  has  been  struck  with  a harpoon, 
when  only  about  10  feet  off,  in  Gloucester  harbor 
— it  rebounded  as  if  it  had  struck  a rock.  Many 
schemes  are  maturing  to  capture  one  of  those 
“monsters  of  the  deep” — if  any  set  of  men  can  do 
it,  the  Yankees  u'ill  do  it. 

Emiguation.  Our  record  of  the  arrival  of  emi- 
grants from  Europe,  at  the  ports  of  New-York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  for  the  week  ending 
yesterday,  amounts  to  731  persons.  The  “set- 


tlers,’' that  have  arrived  in  Canada  the  present 
season,  is  stated  at  6027—of  which  it  is  probable 
that  at  least  4000  have  passed,  or  will  pass  into  our 
territory.  It  is  said  that  five  hundred  families 
from  Wales  and  the  northern  and  western  parts  of 
Scotland,  arrived  at  the  ports  of  Greenock  and 
Glasgow  on  the  1st  of  May,  for  the  purpose  of  emi- 
grating to  America.  They  were  compelled  to  form 
an  encampment  upon  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  where 
the  novelty  of  the  sight  attracted  many  spectators. 

An  English  paper  states  that  t-welve  hundred  per- 
sons have  emigrated  this  season  from  Guernsey  to 
America,  mostly  to  the  United  States. — Of  these, 
one  thousand  are  natives  of  Guernsey — a great 
number,  adds  the  paper,  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  whole  of  the  population  of  that  island  is  not 
reckoned  higher  than  19,000. 

Sea-serpents!  I’he  Franklin  Gazette  says — The 
Boston  people  srehe^\n\n^X.o  assume  a military  tone ^ 
as  will  uppear  from  the  following  notice,  extracted 
from  one  of  their  papers. 

**Three  expeditions  are  cruizing  for  the  sea-ser- 
pent. The  adventurers  are  bold,  hardy,  and  capa- 
ble, The  canoe,  harpoon,  hook,  grapnel),  rifle,  mus* 
ket,  s-wivel  and  seine  will  be  used,  together  with 
some  other  means  of  hostility  which  has  been  con- 
trived to  entrap  him.” 

And  adds — The  serpent  will  be  egregiously  deceiv- 
ed if  he  expects  to  lay  off  an  eastern  harbor  with 
the  same  security  that  the  British  did  during  the 
late  war;  they  may  /larfior  the  enemy,  or  let  him 
escape,  for  the  same  reason  that  they  wish  to  enti  ap 
the  snake — there’s  money  to  be  made  by  it — be- 
sides (don’t  laugh  reader,)  three  expeditions  are 
cruizing  for  him,  composed  of  bold,  hardy  and  capable 
adventurers,  tvith  rifles,  muskets  and  swivels/// 

Eastport.  The  New-Brunswick  papers  contain 
the  address  of  the  citizens  of  E astport,  (signed  by 
John  Burgin,  esq.  and  42  others)  to  capt.  B.  Gib- 
bons, commandant  of  the  British  garrison  whicli 
lately  occupied  that  place,  in  which  they  express 
their  hig-h  respect  for  tlie  disposition  he  had  at  all 
times  evinced  to  “conserve  the  interests  of  the  in- 
habitants, to  unite  moderation  with  firmness,  and 
prudence  with  decision.”  The  captain,  in  his  an- 
swer, after  his  thanks  for  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct  and  that  of  the  detachment  he  command- 
ed, expresses  the  best  wishes  of  himself  and  his 
brother  officers  for  their  future  welfare  and  happi- 
ness, and  expresses  the  hope,  “that  that  amity  and 
good  understanding,  so  happily  re-established  be- 
tween nations  of  the  same  origin,  the  same  lan- 
guage and  feelings,  may  be  so  strongly  cefraented 
by  a reciprocity  of  interests  and  advantages,  as 
never  to  meet  with  interruption  or  disunion.” 

Islands  of  Ice  have  been  meet  in  lat.  40  24,  long* 
44  38,  estimated  to  be  540  feet  higher  than  the  sur- 
face of  ocean! 

Live  oak,  so  valuable  in  ship  building,  and  hidis- 
pensible  to  our  navy,  is  now  fast  exhausting  in  out 
forests — it  is  found  in  abundance  in  Florida,  and 
does  not  grow  beyond  20  miles  from  the  coast. — 
It  is  in  great  perfection  in  Georgia,  but  further 
north,  following  the  sea-board,  it  gradually  depre- 
ciates till  it  reaches  Point  Comfort,  where  linear- 
ly disappears, and  is  quite  dwarfish.  IV.  C.  Gazette, 

JVatchez,  July  16. — We  have  heard,  and  we  be- 
lieve the  information  correct,  that  there  is  now  a 
gentleman  in  this  city  authorized  by  the  Mexican, 
congress  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  the  Americans 
and  Mexicans  who  served  in  the  province  of  Texas 
m 1812  and  1813;  and  the  lands  for  services  will 
be  immediately  surveyed  and  drawn  for  by  those 
brave  patriots  or  their  representatives. 
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(jj=*The  present  number  compls  5 es  tne  7ib  yeiir 

14ih  volume,  of  the  Weekly  Register.  The 
^Hle  pag'e  and  index  therefor  will  be  delivered  or 
transmiUed  ti.is  day  two  weeks. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  work,  a payment 
of  five  dollars,  in  advance  up  to  September,  1819, 
is  now  due  from  every  subscriber,  a few  that  have 
already  paid  being  excepted.  Gentlemen  who  paid 
their  last  year’s  bills  to  an  agent,  will  be  pleased 
to  do  so  again — all  else  will  remit  by  mail,  at  the 
cost  and  risk  of  the  editor;  who  is  willing  to  be 
taxed  with  the  postage  to  collect  his  dues,  and 
to  prevent  every  excuse  for  a non-compliance  with 
the  terms.  As  a general  rule,  bank  notes  in  good 
repute  at  the  places  from  whence  remittances  are 
to  be  made,  will  be  received.  The  loss  is  consi 
derable;  but  it  is  the  proportion  that  we  are  yet  com- 
pelled to  pay  to  support  the  “system” — and  “what 
cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured.”  Another  year 
may,  probably,  afford  partial  relief. 

The  editor  earnestly  solicits  his  subscribers,  one 
and  all,  to  promptitude  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
He  has  need  for  every  cent  that  he  can  raise  for  an 
especial  purpose;  and  the  time  and  the  trouble 
saved  by  an  immediate  closing  of  the  accounts  of 
the  year,  is  truly  important  to  the  general  concerns 
of  the  establishment.  For  tlie  peculiar  kindness 
and  attention  of  his  friends  last  year,  he  returns 
thanks — the  like  being  extended  on  the  present 
occasion  will  relieve  him  of  many  perplexities;  and 
it  is  just  as  easy  for  a gentleman  to  forward  a !§5 
bill  now,  as  it  will  be  six  or  twelve  months  hence. 
JVbw  is  the  best  time  to  do  any  thing  that  can  be 
done — NOW. 

O^j^The  GENERAL  INDEX,  which  has  cost  so  much 
labor  and  so  much  money,  will  be  finished  in  eight 
or  ten  days,  price  tl\ree  dollars.  Gentlemen  who 
desire  to  have  it,  and  who  have  not  yet  paid  for  it, 
will  do  well  to  forward  the  money  for  it  with  the 
amount  of  their  regular  subscriptions.  The  number 
printed  beyond  the  copies  engaged,  is  small — as 
enough  will  be  reserved  to  complete  the  extra 
sets  of  the  Register  yet  for  sale.  Not  above  500 
of  the  General  Index  are  unappropriated. 

QC^In  October  next,  it  will  be  resolved  either, 
immediately  to  put  to  press  or  entirely  relinquish 
the  hope  of  publishing,  the  projected  volume  of 
REVOLUTIONARY  SPEECHES  AND  PAPEBS.  But  it  will 
most  probably  be  published  the  ensuing  winter. 


Septennial  Remarkg. 

We  have  the  pleasure  this  da)^  to  closft  the  14th 
volume  or  s&venth  year  of  the  Weekly  Register. 
Something  peculiar  seems  to  be  attached  to  the 
number  seven;  and  we  feel  disposed  to  stop  a while 
to  hold  a short  familiar  chat  with  our  friends,  as  to 
somethings  that  have  past. 

The  plan  of  this  work  was  new,  the  undertaking 
hazardous,  and  the  responsibility  very  considera- 
ble. The  repeated  failure  of  many  periodical  pub- 
lications, after  a wretched  existence  of  a few 
months,  warned  the  editor  of  a miserable  end, 
whilst  it  cat»uIoned  the  prudent  subscriber  not  to 
v/aste  his  money  on  an  abortion.  But  the  project 
was  wonderfully  supported  in  its  onset,  it  gathered 
strength,  and  has  arrived  to  a degree  pf  maturltv 
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nat  promises  a mellow  age  of  independence.  The 
original  principles  of  the  work,  the  editor  flatters, 
himself,  have  been  as  nearly  preserved  as  the  na- 
ture of  things  would  admit  ol~local  party^^  matters 
and  personal  affairs  have  been  rigidly  excluded, 
though  on  the  mighty  question  when  ne^itrality.ivas 
treason,  the  Register  was  not  either  passive  or  in- 
active— but  prompt  to  attack  the  enemies  and  earn- 
est to  defend  the  friends  of  the  republic;  i^nd  it  is 
hoped  that  no  American  who  sided  with  his  country, 
has  had  cause  to  comphiin  that  ought  was  omitted 
to  encourage  him  In  Ayeil-doing,  or  in  making  a due 
record  of  his  deeds  of  patriotism  and  valor — so  far 
as  ability  was  afforded  to  do  justice  in  the  case. 

The  Register  was  commenced  at  the  very  best 
period  for  a work  of  the  kind:  we  jus!  had  time  to 
introduce  the  documents  and  facts  appertaining  to 
the  irritable  state  of  things  that  preceded  the  war, 
before  war  was  deelared:  it  was  our|fortune  to  keep 
up  a living  history  of  its  events,  and  to  compile  the 
most  minute  and  extensive  record  of  its  incidents 
extant — this  it  is  believed,  may  be  firmly  asserted 
without  an  imputation  of  vanity. 

The  editor  was  under  the  impression  that  on  the 
restoration  of  a general  peace,  when  matt-^rs  for 
record  would  be  scarce  and  anlcles  of  news  rare, 
that  a considerable  diminution  of  bis  subscripti.on 
list  would  take  place.  He  has  the  happiness  to 
state,  that  although  the  present  list  is  not  much  lar- 
ger than  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  \^ar,  it  is,  perhaps, 
doubly  valuable— being  nearly  gleaned  oftlie  drones 
that  consumed  the  resources  of  his  establishment. 
The  year  ending  this  day  has  given  to  us  (includ- 
ing renewals  of  subscriptions)  about  seven  hundred 
new  names;  and  the  ratio  of  increase  continues  to 
be  steady.  The  work  is  read  in  every  state  and 
territory  of  the  union,  and  many  copies  are  sent 
abroad. 

For  this  flattering  encouragement  and  solid  pa- 
tronage of  his  generous  countrymen,  the  editor  rei- 
terates his  hearty  thanks.  It  has  nearly  enabled 
him  to  retrieve  the  most  adverse  fortune  that  ever 
beset  a man  resolved  to  act  jusily;  and  the  period, 
he  trusts,  has  arrived  when  lie  may  hope  to  look 
foT7vard,  instead  of  being  engaged  in  repelling  ar- 
rears. This  is  a condition  indispensable  to  a faith- 
ful performance  of  the  duties  of  an  independent 
editor.  Like  the  poor  apothecary,  in  the  play, 
well-disposed  persons  in  every  branch  of  business, 
have  sometimes  mournfully  *o  exclaim — 

“My  poverty,  but  not  my  Will  consents.” 

Blithe  has  nsthing  to  say  about  money-matters  2it 
present,  except  to  solicit  a continuance  of  that 
prompt  attention  to  his  claims  whicli  was  exh.ibitr 
ed  at  this  vime  last  year — which  made  xhe  seveiith 
year,  a year  of  rejoicing*— r proud  yeai’  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  favored  work. 

The  general  pressure  of  documentary  matter  has 
prevented  tlie  devoiion  of  so  many  pages  to  mis- 
cellaneous and  original  discussions  of  things,  as 
some  , have  wished;  and  others  have  severely  repre- 
hended us  on  that  account,  as  if  we  liad  been/e«»  - 
ful  of  entering  upon  them.  The  considerate  part 
of  our  readers,  it  is  hoped,  believe  iliat  we  dare 
“lO  lake  tlie  bull  by  i!  e herns” — o attack  even  the 
i..amn)oth  in  his  vuvU — of  the  time  when,  or 
the  mann.-'r  Iiow,  no  man  must  .dictate  to  u.s.  Ever 
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groteful  for  the  counsel  of  our  friends,  we  have  in 
like  manner  endeavored  to  repel  the  assaults  of 
(Tir  enemies:— the  last  is  not  easy;  few  know  of  the 
snares  and  traps  laid  by  interested  men  to  destroy 
the  liberty  of  the  press'or  countervail  its  influence. 
Another  cause  !ias  sometimes  operated  to  prevent 
the  insertion  of  original  matter — which  was  and  is, 
a diffidence  of  our  power  to  do  reasonable  justice 
to  the  merits  of  some  subjects  that  v/e  would 
write  upon. 

'i'lie  alarming  extent  of  banking  hnadness— a rage 
of  spectilalion,  threatening  to  consume  the  whole 
products  of  labor  in  the  United  States’  over  and 
beyond  a miserable  subsistence  for  the  industrious 
poor— together  v.'ith  the  general  silence  of  the 
press  us  Tf  chained  to  the  triumphal  car  of  the  rag- 
barons,  induced  us  about, a year  since,  severely  to 
repreltend  the  “system;”  and  the  same  causes  led 
i!s  for  the  last  six  months  into  so  ample  a discus- 
sion abovit  it  as  to  make  us  fear  a condemnation 
for  its  extent — especially  by  some  of  our  readers 
that  reside  in  parts  of  the  country  not  so  much  in- 
fested by  things  called  banks  as  the  people  of  the 
middle  and  west.  Whether  any  good  has  resulted 
from  this  procedure,  those  most  interested,  for  or 
against  the  mamtfactory  of  paper  money,  will  judge. 
Though  we  sliall  rather  retire  from  the  subject  at 
present,  we  will  not  abandon  the  hope  of  rousing 
many  to  a just  consideration  of  its  nature  and  ten- 
dency. Some,  indeed,  in  several  parts  of  the  union, 
are  now  fairly  putting  the  question  to  those  that 
would  represent  them  in  legislative  bodies— 
yrnt  check  the  progress  of  iniquity,  and  compel  the 
'banks  to  do  justice?  This  is  a question  of  far  more  im- 
portance, at  this  time,  than  any  that  can  arise  be- 
tween republicans  tkXifS.  federalists;  and  one  on  which 
the  honest  men  of  both  parties  should  cordially 
unite — the  minority  of  either,  in  any  district  vex- 
ed by  a bank,  throwing  its  weight  into  the,favor  of 
those  put  up  by  the  party  in  the  majority,  who 
shall  be  pledged  to  endeavor  to  cause  the  banks  to 
act  ^s—hondst  men  should  do.  This  is  all  that  we 
want~let  the  banks  be  responsible  like  individuals 
are,  and  the  people  are  safe.  Without  such  he* 

SrONSI  JULITT,  THE  WHOLE  IS  A CHEAT. 

We  should  have  supposed  from  the  freedom 
With  whicii  we  have  spoken  of  bank-men  and  banks, 
that  no  one  would  have  suspected  us  of  being  in 
fluenced  by  them!  But  we  have  lately  received 
two  or  three  anonymous  letters  on  the  subject — 
one  of  them  may  serve  as  a sample  for  the  rest, 
as  follows-^addressed  to  the  editor: 

“A  citizen  of  Baltimore,  warmly  attached  to 
the  interest  of  the  community,  takes  the  liberty  of 
informing  you  of  a report  now  privately  in  circula- 
tion, highly  injurious  both  to  your  private  and  po- 
litical cliaracter. 

“The  good  resulting  from  the  several  numbers 
of  yuur  valuable  paper  on  the  banking  system  of 
the*  present  day,  is  acknowledged  by  all;  but  if  the 
report  be  true,  that  you  (like  many  others)  have 
been  overcome  by  the  banking  interest  or  its  influ- 
ential/mnjA-,  and  that  pieces  on  the  subject,  al- 
thougii  written  some  weeks  since,  have  not  made 
their  appearance,  it  must  be  universally  regretted. 
1 I'lOpe  tjiat  the  Register  is  not  closed  against  those 
luminous  expositions  which  are  looked  upon  as  the 
chief  and  only  hope  of  our  redemption  from  the 
co-nupt  and  ruinous  system,”  b.c. 

Anonymous  letters  are  seldom  to  be  regarded  as 
the  acts  of  a friend;  and  in  general,  whether  they 
are  lo  our  praise  or  dispraise  (and  we  have  received 
half-bushels  of  them)  w’e  pay  no  sort  of  attention  to 
them  unless  self  conscious  of  some  error  that  they 


point  out.  The  preceding  is  inserted  chiefly  to  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  say — that  no  essay,  or  article, 
or  part  of  any  essay  or  articlCj  which  has  appeared 
in  t!ie  Register  on  banking,  was  written  or  dictated 
by  any  person  whatever,  but  by  the  able  author  of 
the  “paper  system”  and  the  editor  himself,  except 
the  highly  interesting  calculations  of  interests  attach- 
ed to  one  of  the  essays  about  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  were  made  by  a friend  skilful  in 
such  matters.*^  A flood  of  communications  have 
been  received — but  the  writers  seemed  to  be  too 
much  influenced  on  local  or  personal  feelings,  in 
some  cases — and  in  others,  not  to  have  view'ed  the 
subject  as  it  ought  to  be  viewed.  Some  useful  hints 
may  have  been  gathered  from  these  communica- 
tions, but  the  whole  were  rejected,  or  yet  lie  over 
for  future  use— and  we  feel  certain  that  their  in- 
sertion would  not  have  forwarded  the  reformation 
desired.  Many  have  had  cause  to  exclaim — *^de- 
fend  me  from  my  friends;’^  and  as  we  were  handling 
edged  tools  it  was  right  and  proper  that  we  should 
handle  them  in  our  own  way.  But  no  tangible  fi-'t, 
regarded  as  useful  to  be  known,  shall  be  lost  to  the 
discussion— it  shall  be  published  when  we  think 
the  time  is  best  fitted  for  it  to  effect  a. general  mea- 
sure, and  some  will  be  relieved  of  what  they  consi- 
der our  neglect.  The  “report  privately  circulat- 
ed” is  unworthy  of  notice;  but,  so  help  me  heaven, 
if  wealth  were  offered  to  me  in  one  hand,  and  the 
power  to  crush  ‘he  system  of  modern  bankii^gvn  the 
other,. I would  f if  I know  my  own  heart J greedily 
grasp  and  hold  on  to  the  latter.  But  we  are  all 
very  honest  until  we  are  tried;  and  “lead  us  not 
into  temptation”  is  the  wisest  petition  ever  put  up 
to  Deity. 

To  conclude— 

Friends  of  the  Weekly  Register,  who  “for  seven 
long  years” — and  you  also  that  for  a shorter  period 
have  sustained  this  work,  be  pleased  to  accept  the 
editor’s  respectful  salutations — it  will  hardly  be 
his  fortune  to  present  you  with  another  septennial, 
though  he  has  no  present  design  to  cease  from  his 
labors,  and  hopes  that  the  Register  will  long  con- 
tinue to  flourish  under  his  sedulous  care  and  in  his 
family.  He  thanks  you  for  the  great  tenderness 
with  wliich  you  have  regarded  his  weaknesses  and 
errors — but  still  feels  conscious  that  you  cannot 
accuse  him  of  intentional  wrong,  either  of  commis- 
sion or  omission.  He  has  endeavored  to  give  “the 
truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,*® 
on  every  subject  touched.  The  same  course  shall 
be  pursued — and  the  steady  perseverance  and  faith- 
ful application,  which  have  so  much  stood  in  lieu 
of  elegant,  and,  in  numerous  instances,  of  correct 
composition,  shall  still  be  exerted  to  perserve  the 
character  they  have  earned.  Much  reflection  has 
been  exercised  as  to  the  broad  plan  of  the  work- 
no  good  reasons  liave  appeared  to  alter  it,  and 
there  is  no  design  to  change  it  in  any  particular. 


Paper  System. 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  EDITOR  Op  THE  REGISTER. 

THE  FARMER  AND  THE  BROKER: 

A TRUE  STORY. 

In  riding  through  a neighboring  state,  in  a stage 
coach,  the  slowness  of  which  enabled  me  and  my 
fellow  travellers  to  take  a leisurely  view  of  the 
country  through  which  were  passing,  ray  attention 
was  caught  by  a house  beautifully  situated  on  the 
projection  of  a hill  at  no  great  distance.  There 

*Unless  there  is  any  positively  stated  as  being 
ivriuen  by  other  hands. 
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was  something'  particularly  charming  in  its  situa- 
tion, and  an  air  of  independent  comfort , about  it, 
that  seemed  to  bear  testimony  to  the  happiness  of 
its  inmates. 

I enquired  of  the  driver,  who  generally  offici- 
ate as  circione  to  us  American  travellers,  to  'whom 
this  fine  place  belonged.  He  told  me  the  ov/ner’.s 
name,  but  this  v^as  all  he  knew  about  him.  A fel- 
low passenger,  however,  who  was  both  communica- 
tive and  intelligent,  now  took  up  the  affiiir  of  an- 
swering my  questions,  and  related  the  following 
story,  to  which  every  landholder  ought  to  pay  par- 
ticular  attention. 

<‘The  person,’*  said  he,  **who  at  present  occu- 
pies that  bouse,  was  about  three  or  four  years  ago 
the  owner  of  it,  and  an  estate  of  two  thousand  acres 
of  rich  land  extending  all  around.  He  was  consi- 
dered, and  truly  so,  one  of  the  best  f/irmers,  and 
one  of  the  most  worthy  men  in  the  county;  but 
about  four  or  it  may  be  five  years  ago,  in  one  of 

his  trips  to  the  town  of , like  the  unfortunate 

man  w^ho  was  on  his  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Jeri- 
cho, he  fell  among  thieves,  who  eventually  picked 
his  pocket  of  all  he  was  worth  in  the  world.  This 
little  town  had  three  banks,  witliout  capitals,  but 
like  all  poor  d — Is,  exceedingly  anxious  to  procure 
them,  in  the  usual  way,  by  exchanging  rags  for 
real  property.  For  this  purpose,  in  imitation  of  the 
great  banks  who  set  the  fashions  to  the  small  fry, 
they  employed  brokers  and  other  caterpillars  of  the 
community,  to  hunt  game  for  them — to  find  out 
g^ehtlemen  who  had  more  land  than  prudence,  and 
might  be  seduced  into  a persuasion  that  they  had 
occasion  for  more  money  than  they  actually  want- 
ed. In  short,  to  put  into  their  heads  some  foolish 
speculation,  by  pointing  out  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  money  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

“Four  of  these  worthy,  useful  and  honorable 
caitiffs,  accordingly  selected  out  our  worthy  Far- 
mer, who  unluckily  had  a fine  mill  stream  running 
through . his  rich  meadows.  They  called  upon 
him  at  the  hotel  where  he  put  up,  invited  him  to 
dine  with  some  worthy  bank  directors,  and  gradu- 
ally slided  into  his  mind  a strong  notion  to  build  a 
merchant  mill  upon  his  brooks,  and  enter  upon  the 
manufacturing  of  flour  on  a great  scale,  “But  I 
have  no  money  to  spare,”  said  the  honest  farmer. 
This  was  the  very  point  they  wished  to  bring  him 
to;  and  now  was  opened  to  his  eager  comprehen- 
sion, a way  to  get  as  much  money  as  he  wanted, 
so  easy  and  so  free  from  any  danger  of  evil  con- 
sequences, that  the  good  farmer  was  surprised  as 
well  as  delighted,  at  the  prospect  of  having  as 
much  as  he  wanted,  with  never  being  obliged  to 
pay  any  thing  but  the  interest.  In  short  to  make  an 
end  of  a losg  story,  he  borrowed  several  thousand 
dollars,  gave  his  note  for  it  at  sixiy  days,  endorsed 
by  his  worthy  friend  the  broker,  and  went  home  to 
build  his  mills,  with  the  full  conviction  that  banks 
were  the  greatest  blessings  that  heaven  ever  show- 
ered down  upon  a country.  The  note  was  renew- 
ed several  times  without  difficulty;  the  worthy  far- 
mer finished  his  mills,  but  owing  to  some  over- 
sight he  never  reverted  to  the  fact,  that  there 
were  already  quite  as  many  mills  in  the  country 
as  could  find  employment,  and  consequently  he 
was  without  grist  to  his  mill  a good  part  of  the 
time.  To  remedy  this,  he  determined  to  pur 
chase  wheat  to  keep  tlie  mill  a-going,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  gave  his  note  to  the  little  bank,  en- 
dorsed by  his  friend  the  broker,  for  a few  thou- 
sands more  to  buy  grain, — for  it  was  nonsense 

to  have  a mill  with  nothing  to  do. Still  the 

good  farmer  was  perfectly  easy-  -his  notes  he  was 


assured,  might  run  on  H!l  the  day  o f judgment^  and 
his  cjpops  and  the  profits  of  his  mill  would  enable 
him  to  pay  all  of  in  a few  years.  But  the  judgment 
•fheaven  was  on  him  for  his  folly.  His  crops  were 
smitten  with  the  Hessian  fly  two  or  three  years  i?i 
succession,  and  not  only  his,  but  those  of  all  tlie 
country  round,  so  that  his  mill  was  entirely  idle. 
He  was  consequently  under  the  necessity  of  adding 
the  interest  to  his  notes  eyery  time  he  renewed 
them,  and  his  good  friend  the  broker,  vvh.o  having 
now  a fair  presumptive  title  to  the  pdor  man’s  es- 
tate was  made  a bank  director,  finding  him  getting 
to  the  proper  pitch  of  difficulty,  began  to  play  off 
the  various  arts  of  the  trade.  He  was  continually 
writing  letters  about  the  scarcity  of  money — the 
curtailing  of  discounts — the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
a renewal  of  his  notes,  and  playing  on  his  fears  by 
all  that  infamous  cant  with  which  these  reptiles 
preface  every  new  extortion.  All  this  time  the 
predestined  victim  was  testifying  his  gratitude  to 
the  broker  for  his  friendly  exertions,  in  getting  his 
notes  renewed,  by  presents  of  flour,  mutton,  poultry 
and  sometimes  a fat  beeve,  on  which  the  rascal  re- 
galed his  brother  rogues,  the  brokers  and  bank  di- 
rectors. At  last,  the  broker  had  interest — that  is 
to  say,  he  consented  to  let  his  brother  directors  in 
for  a share  of  ti  e spoils,  if  they  would  refuse  to 
discount  the  country  gentleman’s  notes,  to  frighten 
him  a little.  The  notes  were  thrown  out  and  the 
worthy  broker,  to  show  his  disinterested  friend- 
ship, came  forward,  in  the  most  liberal  manner, 
and  paid  them  himself,  by  advancing  the  money,  for 
which  he  only  charged  him  three  per  cent  sg 
month. 

“The  poor  farmer  was  now  out  of  the  frying  pan 
into  the  fire — his  wants  grew  every  day  more  pres- 
sing, and  the  more  he  wanted  money,  the  more 
his  friend  the  broker  made  him  pay  for  it,  Bv  va- 
rious arts,  which  these  wretches  know  so  wed  how- 
to practise — by  creating  wants,  and  then  taking 
advantage  of  them,  by  playing-  upon  his  fears,  by 
cajoling,  by  threatening  and  by  falsehood,  he  drew 
the  unfortunate  farmer  every  day  deeper  and  deeper 
into  his  toils,  until  at  last  in  the  agony  of  his  fears 
of  immediate,  exposure  to  his  friends  and  family, 
and  to  ward  off  for  a little  wdiile  the  hour  when  lie 
must  blush  to  appear  before  them,  he  w as  irduced 
to  give  a deed  of  trust  of  his  whole  estate  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  broker  and  his  worthy  co  ad- 
jutors,  the  bank  directors;  \vho  continued  to  furnish 
the  farmer  with  money  until  his  debt  amount  ed  to 
two  thirds  of  his  whole  property.  One  day  the  bank 
shaved  h\m,  next  the  broker;  and  now  in  a few  days 
they  will  divide  the  spoil  of  the  whole  estate,  which 
is  worth  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, but  will  pro- 
bably be  bought  a great  bargain  by  the  broker  and 
his  sWeet  confederates.  It  is  advertised  for  public 
sale, and  a worthy,  useful  member  of  society  toge- 
ther with  his  family,  is  thus  ruined  and  turned  adrift 
upon  the  world,  for  the  benefit  of  a race  of  worth- 
less drones — who  destroy  the  wholesome  prospe- 
rity of  the  farmer — who  suck  the  heart’s  blood 
of  the  industrious — and  who  by  the  extensive  se- 
duction of  these  vile  exanrsples,  have,  in  a great 
meu.sure,  destroyed  the  land  marks  of  all  honora- 
ble dealings  between  man  and  man,  so  that  busine.s's 
is  now  little  el.se  than  unprincipled  cupidity;  and 
trading  and  swindling  are  become  synonimous.” 

The  gentleman  here  ended  his  story,  and  I could 
not  help  reflecting  on  the  importance  of  the  lesson 
it  conveyed,  I>  was  a practical  exposition  of  some 
principles  laid  down  by  me  in  my  essays  on  the 
paper  system,  .uid  furnishes  a striking  example  of 
the  consequences  of  that  .system,  to  the  other  clas- 
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ses  of  the  community.  It  is  a true  story — I know 
it  to  be  a fact — and  that  I do  not  expose  the  viie 
actors  in  this  scene  of  villainy  and  seduction,  is 
because  I regard  the  feelings  of  their  victim  rather 
than  the  resentment  of  bis  tempters.  If  there  be 
any  thing  I despise,  beyond  the  dirt  on  which  I 
tread,  it  is  these  wortlilesS  beings,  who  at  the  very 
moment  they  are  earning  and  enjoying  the  wages 
cf  the  vilest  roguery,  have  the  insolence  to  associ- 
ate and  challenge  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  their 
fellow  creatures.  They  and  their  precious  com- 
peers, the  nunierous  race  of  worthies,  who  descend 
to  the  lowest  degradation  of  villainy,  by  counterfeit- 
ing money,  which  is  itself  a counterfeit,  are  equ.^lly 
the  product  of  the  paper  system,  and  we  may  judge 
of  the  tree  by  its  fruits. 

I rejoice  to  see  that  you  still  continue  to  expose 
the  monstrous  abuses  of  this  system;  abuses  that 
would  not  be  toleraied  but  in  a country  ripe  for  the 
vilest  species  of  slavery — submission  to  a beggarly, 
upstart,  and  unprincipled  aristocracy.  I rejoice, 
too,  that  you  promise  in  due  time  to  pay  your  re- 
spects to  these  thriving  adjuncts  of  the  beautiful 
system  of  paper,  the  lottery  office  gently — who  fill 
the  newspapers  with  their  disgusting  and  filthy  gar- 
rulity— who  pay  the  great  prizes  in  gold  of  which 
they  pick  the  pockets  of  the  poor — and  who  invite 
honest  labor,  in  delectable  verses  and  seducing  pa- 
rodies, to  come  and  gamble  away  its  last  shilling. — 
These  are  a precious  brood,  and  highly  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  curious  in  the  reptile  spe- 
cies. They  furnish  a most  amusing  study  to  the 
naturalist  who  wishes  to  investigate  the  sources  of 
mischief  possessed  by  the  insect  tribe — and  to  the 
philosopher  who  is  at  a loss  for  the  connective  link 
between  man  and  beast.  But  after  all,  we  ought 
notito  throw  all  the  blame  on  these  worthy  people. 
The  different  legislatures,  who  pass  lottery  laws 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  they  charter  banks,  are 
the  real  sources  of  the  abuse  Where  there  is  ho- 
ney there  will  be  flies — where  there  is  a dead  dog 
there  will  be  maggois.  I repeat  again,  we  mus 
thank  the  different  legislative  bodies,  for  furnish- 
ing nutriment  to  these  mischievous  and  offensive 
creatures,  by  sanctioning  lotteries  with  as  little 
hesitation  as  they  make  laws  against  every  other 
species  of  gambling!  In  truth,  the  state  govern- 
ments appear  to  monopolize  all  the  profits  of  gam- 
bling, :o  the  utter  exclusion  of  every  other  species 
of  bl  ck  legs,  except  the  lottery-office  mesi. 

You,  sir,  are  the  very  man  to  rout  this  hitherto 
prosperous  confederacy;  at  least  to  hold  them  up 
m their  proper  colours.  They  have  laughed  in  their 
sleeves  a long  time  at  the  world,  and  it  is  but  justice 
the  world  should  have  its  turn.  Happily,  you  are 
not  held  in  subjection  to  quack  doctors  who  cure 
all  diseases,  and  lottery-office  m£n  wlio  make  every 
body  rich — you  publish  none  of  those  advertise- 
ments with  which  they  fool  mankind.  Your  p<.per, 
devoted  as  it  has  ever  been  to  the  support  of  nation- 
al honor,  and  conducted  as  it  is,  in  the  spirit  be- 
coming an  independent  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
is  beyond  the  petty  malice  of  the  race  of  rag  barons 
of  every  class  and  degree,  who  dare  to  threaten  ruin 
aivd  persecution  to  tliose  who  are  honest  enough 
to  expose  their  conduct  or  who  possess  the  spirit 
to  demand  justice  at  t'neir  hands.  What,  sir!  is  it 
come  to  tliis — shall  a little  upstart  bank  director — 
a MOTH,  engendered  and  brought  to  maturity  in  a 
ii'jvor.K  OF  TURTT  RAGS,  insolently  threaten  you  and 
I V.  i p rsecu'ion,  for  saying  of  tlum  what  is  true, 
and  they  dare  not  deny — that  they  will  not  and  can 
not,  pay  their  debts  in  the  manner  other  people 
pay  them,  and  yet  are  running  in  debt  deeper  and 


deeper  every  day?  Really,  the  times  are  come  to 
a pretty  pass  if  a man  cannot  call  a rogue  a rogue 
—a  swindler  a swindler— a rag  a rag— without  be- 
ing persecuted  by  the  whole  tribe  of  rogues,  swind- 
lers and  rag  barons!  Don’t  be  alarmed,  Mr  Niles,  at 
the  formidable  confederacy  of  kites  and  crows  you 
may  chance  to  provoke.  Remember  that  loirtus  mille 
and  truth  is  equal  to  a thousand  weapons. 
You  have  already  done  great  good— you  have  alarm- 
ed the  dishonest  banks  for  their  very  existence— 
and  the  honest  ones,  lest  they  should  be  involved 
in  the  general  ruin  that  menaces  the  system.  I am 
convinced  you  will  do  still  more,  although  in  sad 
and  sober  earnest,  I am  not  so  sanguine  as  to  hope 
a thorough  cure.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
paper  system  is  nothing  more  than  a contrivance  of 
knaves  to  cheat  honest  men,  and  that  nothing  but 
a complete  union  of  the  latter  can  make  head 
against  the  combinations  of  the  former.  This  is 
hardly  to  be  expected,  since  experience  every 
where  demonstrates  that  rogues  are  much  more 
gregarious  and  apt  to  stick  together  than  honest 
men. 


Illegitimate  Rag  Manufactures. 

Under  the  hope  that  we  have  succeeded  in  put- 
ting our  readers  on  their  guard  against  counterfeit 
bank  notes,  we  intend  to  drop  the  subject,  as  here- 
tofore intimated,  unless  some  pressing  emergency 
shall  require  a resumption  of  it — we  are  sick  of  the 
nasty  task  of  detailing  the  crimes  of  our  country- 
men; but,  incensed  at  the  real  authors  of  such  un- 
heard of  villainies,  we  will  pursue  them,  until  a de- 
moralized community,  duly  and  truly  prepared  for 
slaves,  shall  clearly  intervene  and  render  the  chase 
hopeless. 

/ believe — and  “indeed  and  indeed,”  I say  it 
mournfully,  that  the  notes  of  at  least  ONE  HUN- 
DRED banks  in  the  United  States  are  counterfeit- 
ed, and  passed  off  upon  the  needy  laborers  and 
unsuspecting  fanners  and  citizens  of  this  republic. 
The  tinreasonable  currency  given  to  genuine  bank- 
notes, through  the  instrumentality  of  hireling  per- 
sons, or  others  interested  in  keeping  them  out-M.  e. 
to  prevent  tlieir  payment^  is  the  great  cause  of  such 
impositions,  after  a consideration  of  the  facility  of 
m, iking  shops  at  which  they  may  be  lawfully  issu- 
ed, A i-emedy  is  in  the  hand  of  every  man;  and 
in  the  use  of  it  a two  fold  purpose  will  be  equally 
accomplished — the  lawful  banks  will  be  checked  in 
their  unlawful  schemes  of  making  money,  and  the 
lawless  manufacturers  of  bills  may  be  rendered 
ainenable  to  the  law.  It  is  simply  this — for  every 
one  to  refuse  to  receive  the  real  or  counterfeit 
note,  (as  the  case  may  be!)  of  any  bank  which  he 
does  not  know  ‘o  be  genuine,  and  to  be  worth,  at 
lome,  the  amount  stamped  on  the  face  of  it,  unless 
he  takes  it  of  some  responsible  person  to  whom  he 
may  apply  for  remuneration  in  case  of  loss.  The 
business  of  shaving  bank  notes  is  now  so  happily 
reduced  to  a sort  of  a science,  that  any  one  through 
the  ki;  d agency  of  a broker,  may  have  his  beard 
cut  to  such  fasliion  as  he  pleases;  and  with  a little 
industry  and  a little  travelling,  can  get  a hundred 
dollar  no  e of  tlie  most  of  our  banks  shaved  down 
to  almost  nothing! — Travellers,  therefore — men 
that  are  strangers,  and  whose  object  in  being  in  a 
strange  jdace  is  questionable,  siiould  always  be  sus- 
pected if  they  offer  foreign  notes  in  exchange  for 
any  thing  that  they  purchase  or  desire  to  have.- — 
The  innocent  may  sometimes  suffer — but  that  suf- 
feriiig-  will  produce  a wholesome  re-action,  and  the 
1 entire  sin  of  the  business  be  laid  where  it  rightfid 
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ly  belongs — at  the  doors  of  our  dirty  and  dishonest 
rag  shops,  which  are  spread  over  our  couniry  like 
Norman  lords  to  see  that  the  curfew  is  duly  tolled, 
and  to  enforce  the  “conqueror’s”  laws.  Indeed,  it 
would  be  well  if  the  rule  were  adopted  by  every 
dealing  man,  to  enquire  first  what  sort  of  money 
he  is  to  receive  for  his  commodity,  before  he  fur 
nishes  it. 

WHOIEHAIE  BUSINESS. 

In  a late  paper  we  mentioned  the  return  of  a 
police  officer  to  New  York  from  Canada,  with  thirty 
three  different  plates  for  the  manufacture  of  bank 
notes — The  following  additional  particulars  are  from 
the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post: 

“The  public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Hays,  one  of 
our  police  officers,  for  having,  in  his  late  visit  to 
Canada,  broken  up  and  dispersed  a confederacy  of 
counterfeiters  and  venders  of  spurious  bank  paper. 
He  received  such  information  before  he  left  New- 
York,  as  enabled  him  to  proceed  to  the  principal  ma- 
nufactory; though  the  manufactory  was  judiciously 
chosen,  in  a large  forest  in  Canada.  Here  he  found, 
if  we  understood  our  informant,  a dwelling  house 
and  other  buildings  erected,  with  convenient'  apart- 
ments, and  all  the  necessary  apparatus  for  manufac- 
turing counterfeit  bank  notes,  from  the  forging  of 
the  plates  to  the  packing  up  of  the  bills  ready  to 
deliver  out  to  the  retail  venders.  Each  man  seem- 
ed perfect  in  his  particular  branch.  The  engraving 
it  is  said,  cannot  well  be  excelled. 

The  exact  number  concerned  in  this  extensive 
manufactory  could  not  be  aceriained;  but  it  would 
seem,  they  drove  their  business  with  great  industry, 
for  they  had  always  on  hand  a large  stock.  Any 
quantity  could  be  produced  upon  the  shortest  no- 
tice, oh  the  following  terms  viz: — Five  dollars  in 
specie  for  ^100  in  counterfeit  paper  of  small  deno- 
minations, or  bills  of  larger  amount,  one  hundred 
for  one,  about  equal  to  old  continental  currency. 
Purchasers  were  numerous  and  trade  brisk.  Mr. 
Hays  seized  and  brought  with  him  a large  quanti 
ty  of  their  paper  principally  on  the  banks  in  this 
state,  and  a number  of  plates,  as  stated  in  this  pa- 
per some  days  since.  Some  of  the  bills  are  so  well 
executed,  iiiut  it  would  puzzle  even  those  most 
conversant  with  bank  paper,  to  detect  them.” 

LAW  INTELLIGENCE — PHILADELPHIA,  AUG.  7- 

Common-wealthy  vs.  James  Pardee. 

Charged  before  the  mayor  of  this  city  for  passing  a 
number  of  counterfeii  notes. 

The  public  are  aware  that  this  kind  of  traffic  is 
carried  on  to  a great  and  alarming  extent,  but  we 
believe  the  course  of  conduct  that  is  now  adopted 
by  our  judges  will  have  a great  tendency  to  check 
the  glowing  evil  in  and  about  this  city.  It  is  with 
sincere  pleasure,  that  we  state  the  very  laudable 
and  praise  worthy  conduct  of  judge  Armstrong,  in 
the  case  of  the  above  named  defendant.  The  de^ 
fendant  was  brought  before  him  yesterday  for  a 
hearing,  upon  a writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  judge 
very  ably  expatiated  upon  the  enormity  of  the 
offence  with  which  the  defendant  stood  charged, 
and  concluded  by  telling  him  that  such  was  the  exr 
tent  of  the  business  in  which  he  appeared  to  have 
been  engaged,  that  he  felt  bound  in  conscience  to 
demand  such  bail  for  him  as  would  ensure  his  being 
forth  coming  at  he  time  of  his  trial.  He  then  or- 
dered him  to  enter  into  a recognizance  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  himself,  and  to  give  security  in  the 
same  sum,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  mayor’s 
court,  to  answer,  &c. 

Tl»e  security  not  being  given,  he  was  remanded 
q prison. 


A person  calling  himself  Kussel  Myrick,  has 
been  arrested  at  Montreal,  for  passing  counterfeit 
bills  of  the  bank  of  Plattsburg.  An  accomplice 
who  was  guilty  of  the  like  offence,  made  hLs  escape. 

Caution. — Under  this  head,  a Providence  paper 
states,  that  on  the  6th  inst.  “two  persons  were  ap- 
prehended in  that  town,  and  examined  before  judge 
Martin,  on  suspicion  of  passing  bids  of  a fic'itious 
bank.  . They  also  had  in  their  possession  about 
§4900  in  new  and  handsome  bids,  purporting  to 
be  of  the  bank  of  Sandusky  bay,  Bloomingville,  stat’e 
of  Ohio.  The  bills,  a number  of  which  they  pas- 
sed, are  signed  by  A.  Young,  cashier,  and  A.  Ran- 
som,  president.  The  judge  discharged  them,  al- 
though it  is  believed  that  there  was  no  Euch  bank. 

More  counterfeiters. — Two  men  of  the  name  of 
Dixon,  alias  Moore  and  Shirly,  have  been  comrnit- 
ed  to  the  jail  of  Pulaski  for  counterfeiting  From 
the  confession  of  one  of  those  swindlers,  they  had 
counterfeited  upwards  of  60,000  dollars  on  the 
state  bank  of  North  Carolina,  the  bank  of  New- 
York  and  the  Potomac  bank.  The  celebrated  Al- 
ien Twitty  was  concerned  in  this  manufactory,  and 
had  made  off  with  the  principal  part  of  the  booty. 
They  kept  their  cave  in  Franklin  county,  Alabama 
territory,  which  was  searched  and  a box  found  in  it 
containing  550  dollars  on  the  banks  mentioned, 
some  of  which  were  neither  signed  or  trimmed.  It 
is  said  that  these  notes  are  well  executed,  and  rei- 
quire  a minute  examination  to  detect  the  imposi- 
tion. The  North  C.-’rolina  bills  are  two  dollars,  the 
New- York  ten,  and  Potomac  fifty  dollars. 

Fayetteville  Register. 

The  trial  of  five  persons  at  Philadelphia,  for  roak? 
ing,  passing,  or  conspiring  to  pass  counterfeit  notes 
on  several  banks.  Among  the  nexv  forgeries  de- 
tected on  those  “rag-barons,”  were  100§  notes  as 
of  the  Philadelphia  bank,  and  50’s  as  of  the  Hagers- 
town  bank  of  Maryland.  Their  several  stocks  in 
trade  shewed  an  inhention  of  doing  business  on  a 
large  scale. 

The  capture  of  a certain  Abraham  Stakes*  at 
Lancaster,  Penn,  with  a large  supply  of  counter- 
feit bills,  chiefly  on  a bank  at  Pittsburg. 

A caution  from  the  police  office  of  N.  Y.  about 
one  dollar  notes  of  the  bank  of  Hudson,  payable  at 
the  Mechanics  bank  of  the  city  of  New  York — well 
done  and  very  plentiful.  These  are  such  good  im- 
itations that  upwards  of  fifty  of  them  were  received 
by  the  several  banks  of  New  York  before  detec 
tipn! 

-dj^The  Western  papers,  as  a “result  of  the  mo^ 

dern  system  of  Banking,”  notice  a Dr. as 

deceased  of  a wound  inflicted  with  bl  dirk  by  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  New  Salem,  O.  The  parti- 
culars, from  respect  to  justice  in  whose  hands  the 
cashier  is,  are  not  stated. 


*This  fellow  had  the  following  assomneni — 

61  of  10,  on  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  bank  of 


Pittsburg 

§610 

26 

3,  the  Westmoreland  bank 

78 

4 

do.  the  New  Brunswick,  New-Jersey 

12 

1 

1,  the  Western  Reserve,  altered  to 

50 

1 

10,  the  Marine  bank  of  Baltimore 

10 

3 

3>  the  Wooster  bank  of  Ohio 

9 

§769 
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The  capture  of  four  persons  at  Greenville,  O. 
with  a larjre  stock  of  the  following  notes.  They 
were  very  inclostrious  villians  and  had  passed  off 
mav  before  their  arrest  — - 

glO  notes  on  the  Urbanna  Banking  Company — 
50’s  Marietta  Bank— lO’s  & 5’s  Michigan  Bank  of 
Detroit  (we.  believe  no  such  bank  exists*} — 3’s 
Bank  of  New  York— 3’s  Miami  Exporting  company 
Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York— 20’s  Mecha- 
nics and  Farmers’  Bank  of  Albany — lO’s  Lancaster 
Banlc  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  capture  of  a man  at  Newton,  N.  J.  calling 
]ilm self  .lohn  Hughs,  with  the  following  counterfeit 
hills  very  snugly  packed  up  for  business: 

58  Five  dollar  bills-  on  the  Ontario  bank, 

19  Five  dollar  bills  on  the  Mechanics  bank  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

B Five  dollar  bills,  Barker’s  Exchange  bank  city  of 
New  York. 

J3  Phree  dollar  bills  on  the  bank  ofNew  York. 

2 Fives  on  the  Orange  county,  bank. 

I Ten  dollar,  on  the  iVlechanics  bank,  city  of  New- 
York. 

1 Pen  dollar,  on  the  Farmers  bank  of  Bucks  coun- 
ty, Penn. 

1 I'wo  dollar,  on  the  Mechanics  bank,  city  ofNew 
York 

1 Three  dollar,  bank  of  Wilmitigton. 

1 One  dollar  of  Fayette  Co.  Penn, 

Q^rhe  above  is  a very  imperfect  collection 
o{  thjngs  relating  to  thesubject,  which  we  happen- 
to  see  in  the  newspapers  for  the  last  two  -Keeks. 


8outli  America. 

An  interesting  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  written  by  a gentleman  attached  to  tlie  Con- 
gress frigate,  was  designed  for  his  correspondent 
in  tliis  country;  but  as,  from  some  circumstances, 
it  is  supposed  to  have  miscarried,  it  has  since  been 
obligingiy  communicated  by  the  writer  to  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Bela-ware  Watchman. 

Buekos  Aybes,  March  11. 

I c^itpe  to  this  country  prejudiced  against  the 
Bpanjsh  character.  I took  it  for  granted  that  a 
Spaniard  here  was  much  like  a Spaniard  every 
where  else.  A people  born  in  tyranny,  and  educat- 
ed in  the  slavish  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  of  whatever  nation,  I thought  must  be 
poorly  qualified  for  understanding  what  was  meant 
by  freedom;  and,  of  course,  would  pot  be  able  very 
soon,  to  establish  any  thing  like  a true  representa- 
ive,  oy  democratic  form  of  government.  The  re- 
.sult  of  the  French  and  Spanish  revolutions  were 
both  fresh  in  my  recollection.  It  is  true,  (having 
mysLif  been  educated  a republican)  I did  come 
here  with  a belief  that  all  men  had  equal  rights; 
and  even  that,  under  the  same  circumstances,  they 
were  much  the  same  kind  of  animals,  whether  de- 
rived from  Catholic,  Jew,  Gentile,  or  Mahomedan; 

but,  judging  from  the  events  recorded  in  history, 
and  liaving  . bserved  that  political  and  religious 
habits  of  thinking,  like  certain  diseases  of  the  body, 
become  hereditary,  and  are  cured  with  great  diffi- 
culty, I could  hardly  flatter  myself  that  the  people 
of  this  country  are  yc;  in  a condition  to  be  governed 


*But  they  m.ike  a bank  now  in  half  an  liour,  and 
a dozen  may  be  made  in  the  United  Slates  between 
.sun-set  and  dark,  any  day  in  the  year;  nothing  else 
being  necessary  than  for  a few  men  that  -want  monev 
to  agree  it. 


by  any  thingbnt  a despot,  in  some  shape  or  other; 
although  they  had,  from  their  own  peculiar  situa- 
tion and  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  de- 
clared themselves  independent. 

Since  my  arrival,  I have  been  induced  to  change 
my  opinion  in  favor  of  the  people  of  tliis  country, 
for  various  reasons,  which  can  readily  be  stated, 
and  which  as  they  are  derived  from  plain  awd  sim- 
ple facts  are  easily  comprehended.  To  state  them 
as  briefly  as  possible,  is  the  object  of  this  letter. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  highly  important  to  ob- 
serve, that  there  has  never  been  an  order  of  nobility 
permanently  established  here;  nor  has  the  influ- 
ence of  the  clergy  obtained.  The  difference,  there- 
fore, between  a people  thus  circumstanced,  and 
those  from  whom  they  are  derived,  must  at  once 
be  obvious. — But  they  have  been  in  a .state  of  revo- 
lution for  eight  years.  What  was  their  situation 
prior  to  this  revolution,  compared  with  what  it  is 
now.? 

Before  the  revolution^  the  government  was  vested 
in  the  hands  of  a viceroy^  ippointed  by  the  monarch 
of  Spain,  whose  powers  were,  of  course,  absolute. 
Under  the  denomination  of  this  creature  of  majesty 
neither  the  person  nor  property  of  any  individual 
was  secure.  TIub  despotic  order  of  things  is  noiv  no 
more.  A provisionary  constitution  has  been  framed, 
which  secures  to  the  people  the  right  of  choosing, 
from  each  province,  delegates  to  represent  them  in 
a general  congress,  or  convention  This  convention 
of  delegates  elect  from  their  own  body  an  execu- 
tive officer  under  the  title  of  supreme  director,  who 
remains  in  office  during  good  behaviour,  or  rather, 
during  the  pleasure  of  congress.  Such  is  the  ad- 
vance already  made  in  the  organization  of  a free 
government.  The  congress  act  as  a check  upon 
the  ambition  of  the  director,  while  its  members  are 
themselves  influenced  in  their  political  conduct  by 
the  community  at  large,  who  elect  them  at  staled 
periods. 

Before  the  revolution,  there  existed  an  inquisitorial 
po-werf  by  which  many  a helpless  victim  of  clerical 
vengeance  was  immured.  From  the  arbitrary  deci- 
sion of  this  ecclesiastical  court  there  was  no  appeal, 
either  in  religious  or  political  affaiVs.  Since  ihie 
important  revolution,  the  clergy  from  Old  Spain  have 
been  removed,  the  authority  of  the  pope  renounced, 
the  iquisition  abolished,  and  religion  left  to  stand 
upon  its  own  foundation.  All  this  has  been  gra- 
dually effected  by  the  dawnings  of  religious  and 
political  light,  without  that  effusion  of  blood  which 
disgraced  every  revolutionary  step  of  France. 

Before  the  revolution,  there  were  no  schools  or 
seminaries  of  learning  of  any  kind,  except  such  as 
prompted  the  slavish  views  of  the  church  or  the 
stave  with  which  it  was  connected — JVow  the  case  is 
altered — Public  schools  are  established  for  the 
instruction  of  youth  in  general,  in  which  are 
taught,  besides  the  common  rudiments  of  learning, 
the  principles  of  free  government,  and  the  elements 
of  military  science.  It  is  thus  that  the  people 
are  rapidly  acquiring  a correct  knowledge  of  their 
inestimable  rights — with  the  means  of  defending 
them 

Before  the  revolution,  the  clergy  possessed  the 
power  of  suppressing  education  in  general.  They 
sought  for  and  seized  all  books  which  were  judg- 
ed inimical  to  their  system  of  religion  and  politics, 
and  exacting  penalties  from  those  v ith  whom  they 
were  found.  No  individual  or  family  was  exempt 
from  this  odious  examination;  and  publications  hav- 
ing a tendency  to  enlighten  the  mind  or  improve 
the  understanding,  weye  doomed  to  destruction. 
JVow,  literature  in  general  is  freely  tolerated;  poll- 
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tical  writings  are  sought  for,  and  read  with  avidity. 
T;  e constitution  of  the  United  State.s,  along  with 
the  cons^^itutions  of  the  individual  states,  and  e^ven 
the  political  writings  of  Thomas  Paine,  and  others, 
are  found  in  translation  among  them.  The  clergy 
themselves  are  rendered  useful  in  being  placed  at 
the  head  of  literary  institutions,  where  they  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  tlie  revolution,  by  teaching 
the  Principles  of  free  government,  as  well  as  the 
catechism. 

Before  the  revolution,  foreigners,  calculated  to 
promote  t!ie  best  interests  of  society,  were  not  al- 
lowed to  settle  in  this  countiy,  J^oto,  merchants, 
mechanics,  tradesmen  in  general,  from  all  parts  of 
the  civilized  world,  may  be  seen  in  every  street  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  But  few  have  located  themselves 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  capital;  although  every 
encouragement  is  offered  to  them  to  do  so.  Land 
would  be  granted  by  the  the  government  tp  agricul- 
turalists; and  much  benefit  would  arise  not  only  to 
the  great  cause  of  agriculture,  but  to  the  general 
interest  of  society,  by  this  most  useful  and  virtuous 
part  of  any  community,  availing  themselves  of  the 
privileges  held  out  to  them. 

Before  the  revolution,  slavery  was  tolerated  through- 
out the  provinces;  since  that  periwd  thousands  of  op- 
pressed vdfricans  have  obtained  their  freedom:  provi- 
sion  is  made  for  their  total  emancipation,  and  the 
barbarous  traffic  of  human  souls,  which  still  dis- 
graces the  mother  country,  is  at  an  end. 

Such  are  a few  of  the  most  indisputable  and 
prominent  facts  relative  to  the  political  situation 
of  tliis  part  of  South  America.  It  is  the  only  part 
I have  seen  in  a state  of  revolution,  and  may,  per- 
haps,  be  considered  as  the  most  important.  It  will 
of  course  be  seen  that  my  observations  apply  only 
to  those  provinces  on  the  soutliern  and  western  side 
of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  at  present  constitute 
the  Buenos  Ayrean  government.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  populous,  and  may  be  one  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened,  of  all  the  ancient  dominions  of  Spain,  either 
north  or  south  of  the  equator.  It  claims  at  least 
a superior  rank  and  consequence,  from  its  having 
first  shaken  off  the  Spanish  yoke  and  even  conduct- 
ed all  its  revolutionary  measures  in  a spirit  of  mo- 
deration which  evinces  a knowledge  of  rational  li- 
berty, abstracted  from  that  licentiousness,  which 
spread  ruin  and  desolation,  and  finally  terminated  in 
despotism,  in  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  populous 
portions  of  the  old  world.  Chili,  Peru,  &c.  &c.  are 
following  the  example  of  Buenos  Ayres.  They  are 
in  a revolutionary  state.  Chili  wus  declared  inde- 
pendent op  the  sixteenth  of  February  last.  The 
spontaneous  effusion  of  Joy  which  the  news  of  this 
great  event  produced  in  the  Buenos  Ayreans  1 
have  just  witnessed.  It  was  not  the  illumination  of 
the  capital  with  artificial  light,  upon  which  a slav- 
ish multitude  might  gaze,  uninterested  in  its  ob- 
ject, that  produced  the  best  evidence  of  sincere  re- 
joicing on  this  occasion:  a brighter  flame  could  be 
discerned  illuminating  the  countenance  of  every  in- 
dividual, and  therefore  evincing  that  unfeigned  re- 
gard, which  one  portion  of  a great  community  may 
be  naturally  supposed  to  feel  for  another  struggling 
in  the  same  righteous  cause,  and  assuming  the 
same  independent  attiiude.*= 

^Having  but  a short  time  before  been  present  at 
the  coronation  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  Stc.  in  Rio 
de  Janerio,  and  witnessed  the  illumination  which 
followed,  I could  not  but  be  struck  most  forcibly 
with  the  difference  in  the  object  and  effects  of  these 
events:  in  the  one,  the  chains  of  arbitmry  power 

were  but  more  firmly  rivetted,  a,nd  the  gaping,  ig- 


But  they  have  yet  a government  to  establish 
upon  the  principles  of  which  their  political  happi- 
ness in  future  will  depend.  Already  they  are  deli- 
beralingnpon  a constitution  which  is  to  be  perma- 
ncflnt.  May  wisdom  guide  their  councils  in  tliis 
most  important  of  all  human  concerns  Their  inde- 
pendence has  been  solemnly  declared,  and  they  will 
undoubtedly  be  able  to  maintain  it  while  they  con- 
tinue in  a state  of  union,  even  without  the  addition  of 
the  provinces  on  the  eastern  and  northern  side  of 
the  great  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  belonged  to  ihe 
the  viceroyalty  of  Buenos  Ayres  under  the  royal 
government.  These  provinces  are  the  Band  i Ori- 
ental, Intre  Rios  and  Paraguay.  The  two  firmer 
under  tlie  dominion  of  Artigas,  a refractory  ch.ief, 
who  refuses  to  send  delegates  to  the  general  con- 
gress, and  appears  to  aim  at  a separate  government; 
but  professes  to  be  a republican. — The  latter  is  un- 
der the  government  of  don  Gracia,  who  stiles  him- 
self dictator.  He  also  refuses  to  unite  with  the  Bue- 
nos Ayreans;  but  is  likewise  opposed  to  the  royal 
government.  All  the  ports  in  the  dominions  of 
Artigas,  are  eithel*  blockaded  by,  or  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Portuguese,  with  whom  he  is  unable  to 
contend.  Hence  the  Buenos  Ayreans  suffer  the 
encroachments  of  these  foreigners,  who  have  avail- 
ed themselves  of  this  unfortunate  division  of  poli- 
tical interest  to  extend  their  dominions;  but  this 
state  of  things,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  mot  continue 
long. 

Wlien  we  take  into  ^Consideration  the  events  of 
our  struggle  for  independence,  and  compare  them 
with  those  of  the  Buenos  Ayreans,  tlie  latter  will  not 
suffer  by  the  comparison.  Judging  from  what  I 
have  seen,  1 would  say,  that  there  is  even  le.ss  divi- 
sion in  political  sentiment  among  them,  than  there 
was  among  ns;  nor  are  the  annals  of  their  revolution 
more  stained  with  blood.  They  have  not  followed 
our  inconsistent  example,  in  withholding  freedom 
from  a certain  portion  of  the  community,  after  de- 
claring that  all  men  had  equal  rights! 

It  is  as  much  a matter  of  astonishment  as  regret, 
that  we  have  remained  so  long  unacquainted  with 
our  political  brethren  in  the  south;  and  particular- 
ly the  Buenos  Ayreans.  It  is  equally  remarkable 
through  what  contrasted  cliannels  the  little  infor- 
mation we  have  received  respecting  them,  has  been 
derived.  W e have  had  no  information  of  t|*s5  real 
state  of  this  interesting  people;  although  we  have 
had  partizans  of  Carera,  partizans  of  Ai  iigas,  &c 
&.C*  characters  who  in  their  own  country  are  of  les.s 
importance,  in  every  point  of  view,  tljap  were  oiu* 
Arnolds  or  our  Galloways,  &c. 

Tlie  period,  I hope,  has  arrived  in  which  we 
shall  cease  to  be  deluded.  It  is  high  time  for  us.  to 
regard  with  the  deepest  interest,  the  situation  of 
our  brethren  in  the  south,  Qur  political  salvation 
is  intimately  blended  with  theirs, — The  mon^rchs 
of  the  old  world  have  formed,  what  they  iinpiously 
term  a holy  league,  for  the  purpose  of  patching  up, 
and  preserving  the  the  ancient  system  of  tyrapny 
and  priestcraft.  The  free  governments  of  the  tiew 
tuorld  are  the  objects  of  their  deadliest  hatred 
These  ought  also  to  unite  in  defence  of  every  thing 
sacred.  Such  I hope  will  be  the  views  which  our 
government  will  now  take,  and  lose  no  more  time 

in  ACXNOWtjEDGlNO  THE  INDEPENDENCE  of  a pPOpi^ 

who  have  proved  themselves  as  deserving  as  we 

norant  multitude  looked  vacantly  on,  without  inte- 
rest or  motive;  while  in  the  other  the  emancipatioa 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  from  tyranny,  wtts  an  ob- 
ject calculated  to  awaken,  and  it  did  evidently 
awakeiij  the  noblest  feelings  of  the  soul. 
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Wfere.  Thi§  acknowledgment,  instead  of  protract- 
ing the  war,  would  be  most  likely  to  hasten  its  de- 
termination, and  stop  the  effusiois  of  blood.  It 
might  also  have  the  happy  effect  of  accelerating 
the  establishment  of  the  representative  forms  of 
vernment  an:iong  them.  They  have  been  too  long 
i2iisiisly  looking  in  vain  for  some  token  of  our 
friendly  regard;  viewing,  at  the  same  time,  our  po- 
lilical  institutions  as  the  best  models  for  imitation. 

P.  S,  Since  writing  the  above,  an  official  account 
has  arrived  of  the  total  defeat  of  the  Spanish  army 
in  Chili.  This  great  event,  which  has  been  achiev- 
ed by  San  Martin,  commander  of  the  combined 
army  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  is  I have  no  doubt, 
a prelude  to  the  overthrow  of  royal  power  in  Peru. 
Thus,  I flatter  myself,  a final  end  will  be  speedily 
put  to  royal  government  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Ordilleras. 

I cannot  conclude  without  observing  how  much 
this  mission,  and  the  public  in  general,  will  be  be- 
uefitted  by  the  labors  of  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  esq. 
His  talents,  industry  and  complete  knowledge  of 
the  S|fknisb  language,  have  enabled  him  to  amass 
a vast  fund  of  the  most  interesting  information, 
which  I hope  he  will  lose  no  time  in  making  public. 
He  was  among  the  first  of  his  countrymen,  who  be- 
gan to  entertain  correct  views  of  the  South  Ameri- 
cans; as  his  letters,  addressed  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  before  he  visited  Buenos  Ayres, 
will  testify. 


Barbarian  Captivity, 

An  intimat  on  was  given  in  the  French  papers, 
shortly  after  lord  Exmouth’s  attack  on  Algiers, 
that  a Frenchman,  who  had  been  in  captivity  34 
years,  with  the  barbarians,  was  one  of  the  Chris- 
tian slaves  deliv  red  up  to  that  officer,  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  of  submission  then  entered  into  by 
the  Algerines.  This  unfortunate  being,  when  re- 
stored to  his  friends,  was  quite  ignorant  of  the 
events  of  the  French  revolution,  and  the  convul- 
sions of  Europe  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  which 
grew  out  of  it.  This,  we  doubt  not,  is  one  of  tlie' 
rarest  instances  of  liberation  on  record,  and  we 
are  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  (through  the 
kind  industry  of  a friend)  of  laying  the  particulars 
before  the  American  public.  We  beg  the  reader  to 
excuse  any  st  -ffness  in  the  style  which  may  be  met 
with,  owing  to  the  literal  translation  that  has  been 
attempted.  The  extraordinary  facts  set  down  may 
perhaps  compensate  for  the  defect. 

\^Wash.  City  Gaz^ 

sSn  authentic  relation  of  the  dreadful  tortures  -which  a 

poor  Frenchman  f Peter  Dumon J suffered  in  Jlfri- 

cay  during  a slavery  of  34  years. 

In  the  year  1782,  being  14  years  old,  I left  Paris, 
my  native  city,  to  follow,  as  a sewant,  le  chevalier 
de  Ternay.  We  embarked  at  Brest,  on  board  of 
II.  M’s  ship  le  Due  de  Bourgogne,  which  was  sent 
to  America.  A few  days  after  our  arrival  at  Rhode 
Island,  where  M.  de  Ternay  died  suddenly,  I went 
to  St.  Christophe;  from  thence  to  Gibraltar,  and 
from  Gibraltar  to  St.  Prochk,  where  1 was  employ- 
ed in'  monseiur  count  de  Artois’s  equipages.  I 
started  with  M.  Montmerry,  who  had  received  an 
order  to  join  the  French  squadron,  tlien  blockad- 
ing M;d)on.  We  embarked  on  board  of  his  majes- 
ty’s brig  le  Lievre,  of  14  guns,  and  after  a stormy 
passage  we  were  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
between  Oran  and  Algiers.  The  crew  of  the  brig 
consisted  of  140  men,  half  of  whom  were  drowned, 
and  the  other  half  massacred  by  the  Arabians  of 


the  Coubaly  tribe,  18  excepted,  (among  whom  I 
was  one)  who  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  hide 
01*  il  open  day.  Arabians  don’t  allow  themselves 
to  kill  ip.  open  day  any  one  who  declares  himself 
their  slave.  As  soon  as  the  Arabians  perceived 
us,  they  seized  us,  and  we  were  compelled  to  walk 
with  them  six  nights,  (they  never  travel  in  day  time) 
till  we  arrived  at  Shisley’s  mountain,  which  is  inha- 
bited by  Arabians  of  the  Coubaly  tribe,  and  whicli 
is  the  residence  of  their  cbeyk.  His  house  is  situat- 
ed upon  a hill;  it  is  the  only  one  in  the  whole  coun- 
try, the  other  Arabians  encamp  under  tents.  After 
we  v/ere  presented  to  the  cbeyk,  (whose  name  was 
Schyd  Solyman)  who  has  an  unlimited  power  over 
all  the  individuals  whom  the  tribe  consisted  of,  we 
were  chained  two  ^ly  two,  and  during  twenty  eight 
years;  consequently  I have  been  compelled  to  sup- 
port, night  and  day,  with  my  miserable  fellow- 
chain  mate,  the  weight  of  fetters  which  made  us 
inseparable. 

Every  morning  at  4 o'clock  the  slaves  were  taken 
out  to  work,  sometimes  at  the  mines,  sometimes  at 
clearing  the  mountain,  or  cutting  down  timber,  or 
ploughing  the  ground.  We  were  bound  to  work 
until  twilight,  and  vve  had  not  any  other  rest  but 
to  smoke  during  a quarter  of  an  hour  some  tobacco 
we  could  pick  up  in  the  fields  by  the  way.  In  the 
morning,  when  we  were  getting  out  of  the  bagne, 
(that  is,  a large  and  dark  prison  where  4000  men, 
who  were  confined,  and  had  for  beds  only  a little 
straw  which  they  could  bring  along  witti  them,  and 
where  never  penetrated  a ray  of  the  sun,  or  any 
light  whatever!)  we  each  received  two  rolls,  which 
were  black,  tough,  and  very  often  mouldy,  and 
some  rotten  olives^  this  was  our  only  meal  every 
day.  We  had  but  once  in  the  whole  year  (the  day 
of  the  circumcision  of  the  children  of  the  tribe)  a 
small  piece  of  meat  and  a little  broth.  If  any  one 
of  us,  harassed  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  discon- 
tinued working  a few  moments,  the  chief  guardian 
threshed  him  unmercifully.  In  short,  so  miserable 
was  our  fate,  that  (not  one  day  excepted)  two  or 
three  were  found  who  had  killed  themselves.  I 
remained  28  years  in.  this  dreadful  situation;  ray 
life  was  constantly  uniform.  1 am  going  to  give 
the  recital  of  the  only  incident  which  happened  to 
me  during  the  whole  of  that  time. 

A Marabou  (so  they  call  a Turkish  monk)  who 
was  travelling  through  the  country  where  we  lived, 
gave  us  in  alms  30  sequins,  (about  200  francs;)  our 
chief  guardian  wanted  to  get  bis  part  of  it.  I was 
the  only  one  who  refused  giving  him  any  thing. 
Filled  wuth  indignation  on  account  of  my  refusal, 
he  treated  me  every  day  in  the  most  cruel  manner. 
Every  morning  when  1 was  getting  out  of  the  bag- 
ne,  he  overwhelmed  me  with  injuries  and  blows. 
Tired  of  such  a life,  I resolved  to  put  an  end  to  it 
by  taking  vengeance  on  my  persecutor,  whom  I de- 
termined to  kill  at  the  first  blow  he  would  give  me. 
I did  not  w'ait  a long  time  for  the  opportunity  of 
executing  my  purpose;  the  next  day,  when  I was 
going  to  work,  he  came  to  me,  and  began  to  strike 
me;  I went  back,  and  having  seized  a large  stone,  I 
threw  it  against  his  face,  and  beat  the  right  eye 
out  of  his  head.  I was  instantly  surrounded  by 
Arabians,  who  tied  me  to  a mule;  and,  after  having 
been  threshed  in  a dreadful  way,  I was  bro’t  before 
tlie  cbeyk.  I happily  had  learnt  to  speak  Arabic, 
and  I was  able  to  explain  to  the  cbeyk  the  motives 
of  my  conduct,  I made  him  perceive  the  cruel  pro- 
ceedings of  the  guardian  towards  me;  the  cheyk, 
penetrated  wdth  the  justice  of  my  remonstrances, 
condemned  him  to  be  hanged;  then,  addressing 
himself  to  me,  which  hand  of  yours  has  struck  you? 
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enemy,  said  he.  He  has  infringed  on  the  laws  of 
the  Koran,  and  has  suff'ered  his  punishment;  now 
you  must  suffer  yours.  As  I foresaw  the  chastise- 
ment I was  reserved  for,  I answered,  1 had  thrown 
the  stone  with  my  left  hand,  in  order  to  save  the 
right.  He  then  ordered  the  hand  which  had  com- 
mitted the  crime  to  be  tied  to  a plank,  and  struck 
till  the  skin  and  flesh  were  taken  off,  which  was 
executed  immediately  in  the  most  cruel  manner. 
After  I had  suffered  this  dreadful  torture,  without 
being  allowed  to  dress  my  wound,  I was  compelled 
that  very  day  to  move  round  a millstone  which  1 
was  condemned  to  do  for  a whole  year. 

The  cheyk  of  the  Coubaly  tribe  was  always  at  war 
with  the  other  tribes;  and  when  he  was  forced  to 
march  his  troops  against  them,  he  took  along  wdth 
him  one  hundred  slaves  to  pitch  the  tents,  to  load 
and  unload  the  camels,  and  generally  for  the  most 
tiresome  and  painful  duty. 

I remained  28  years  amongst  these  barbarians, 
until  the  bey  of  Titre,  (Titerie)  who  was  tributary 
to  the  dey  of  Algiers,  after  some  negociations  en- 
tered  into  with  the  cheyk,  had  us  conveyed  into 
the  country  under  his  jurisdiction;  we  were  then 
only  five  hundred  in  number;  and  walked  eight  days 
to  get  to  Titre,  where  we  remained  about  five 
months. 

The  bey  sold  us  to  the  regency  of  Algiers,  for  a 
sum  of  money  which  was  deducted  from  that  he 
Was  bound  to  pay  for  bis  annual  tribute.  After  the 
bargain  was  concluded  we  set  out,  and  arrived, 
after  four  nights*  journey,  at  Algiers,  where  I re- 
mained a slave  about  six  years. 

I was  liberated  in  the  glorious  expedition  under 
lord  Exmouth,  to  whom  I owe  my  restoration  to 
my  country,  after  a slavery  of  34  years! 


A Roman  Coin  found  in  Tennessee. 

Mishville,  July  7. — It  has  long  been  a .'.esn.eru- 
tum  with  the  learned  to  know  by  whom  the  numer- 
ous old  fortifications,  &c.  in  the  western  country, 
were  erected.  It  is  now  in  our  power  to  add  one 
fact  that  may  serve  to  direct  enquiries  a little  fur- 
ther. A short  time  since  a cellar  was  dug  in  the 
town  of  Fayetville,  on  Elk  river,  in  this  state,  not 
far  from  the  lines  of  one  of  Uiose  ancient  fortifica- 
tions so  common  in  the  western  states;  and  in  the 
dirt  was  found,  corroded  with  a kind  of  rust,  a 
small  piece  of  metal,  which  being  disrobed  of  its 
covering,  was  ascertained  to  be  a Roman  silver 
coin,  issued  about  150  years  after  Christ-,  and  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation.  Itis  in  the  possession 
of  a merchant  of  Nashville,  and  has  been  seen  by 
hundreds,  many  of  whom  are  antiquarians,  and 
they  are  all  satisfied  it  is  a genuine  coin,  and  one 
gentleman,  who  was  lately  in  Italy,  and  saw  the 
busts  of  the  persons  represented  on  the  coin,  de- 
clares the  heads  to  be  very  good  likenesses. 

On  one  side,  around  the  edge,  these  letters  are 
seen, 

ANTONINVS  AV&  PITS  P P TBP  COS  III 

on  the  otlier  side, 

AVBELIVS  CAESAB  AVO  P III  COS 

Whiph  is  construed  to  read  thus 
Antoninus  Augustus  Pius^  princp.  pontifex  tertiQ 
consnle. 

and 

Aurelius  Ccesar  Augustus  pontifex  iertio  consnle. 

The  marks,  letters,  &c.  exactly  agree,  in  every 
particular,  with  the  probable  state  of  the  arts  and 
the  history  of  the  times;  but  how  the  coin  was 
brought  to  Tennessee  we  leave  others  to  ascertain. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  Gibbos’s  history 
of  Rome: 

‘•As  soon  as  Hadrian’s  passion  was  either  gratifi- 
ed or  disappointed,  he  resolved  to  deserve  the 
thanks  of  posterity  by  placing  the  most  exalted 
merit  on  the  Roman  throne.  His  discerning  eye 
easily  discovered  a senator,  about  50  years  of  age, 
blameless  in  all  the  offices  of  life,  and  a youth  of 
about  17,  whose  riper  years  opened  the  fair  pros- 
pect of  every  virtue:  the  elder  of  these  was  de- 
clared the  son  and  successor  of  Hadrian,  on  con- 
dition, however,  that  he  himself  should  immedi- 
ately adopt  the  younger.  The  two  Antonines  (for 
it  is  of  them  we  are  now  speaking)  governed  the 
Roman  world  for  42  years,  with  the  same  invaria- 
ble spirit  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  Although  Pius 
had  two  sons,  he  preferred  the  welfare  of  Rome  to 
the  interest  of  his  family,  gave  his  daughter  Faus- 
tina in  marriage  to  young  Marcus,  obtained  from 
the  senate  the  tribunitian  and  proconsular  powers, 
Jind  with  a noble  disdain,  or  rather  ignorance  of 
jealousy,  associated  him  to  all  the  labors  of  go- 
vernment. Marcus,  on  the  other  hand,  revered 
the  character  of  his  benefactor,  loved  him  as  a 
parent,  obeyed  him  as  his  sovereign,  and,  after  he 
was  no  more,  regulated  his  own  administration  by 
the  example  and  maxims  of  his  predecessor. — 
Their  united  reigns  are  possibly  the  only  period  of 
history  in  wr.ich  the  happiness  of  a great  people 
was  the  sole  object  of  government. 

Titus  Ani?bninus  Pius  has  been  justly  denominat- 
ed a second  Numa.  The  same  love  of  religion, 
justice  and  peace,  was  the  distinguished  characte- 
ristic of  both  princes.  But  the  situation  of  the 
latter  opened  a much  larger  field  for  the  exercise 
of  those  virtues.  Numa  could  only  prevent  a few 
neighboring  villagers  from  plundering  each  others 
harvests— Antoninus  diffused  order  and  tranquility 
over  the  greatest  part  of  the  earth.  His  reign  is 
marked  by  the  rare  advantage  of  furnishing  very 
few  materials  for  history;  which  is,  indeed,  little 
more  than  the  register  of  the  crimes,  follies,  and 
misfortunes  of  mankind.  In  private  life  he  was  an 
amiable  as  well  as  a good  man.  The  native  sim 
plicity  of  his  virtue  was  a stranger  to  vanity  or  af- 
fectation. He  enjoyed  with  moderation  the  con- 
veniences of  his  fortune,  and  the  innocent  pleasure 
of  society  and  the  benevolence  of  his  soul  display- 
ed itself  in  a cheerful  serenity  of  temper. 

The  virtue  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  was  of 
a severer  and  more  laborious  kind.  It  was  the  well 
earned  harvest  of  many  a learned  conference,  of 
many  a patient  lecture,  and  many  a midnight  lu- 
cubration. At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  embrac- 
ed the  rigid  system  of  the  Sioicks,  which  taught 
him  to  submit  his  body  to  his  mind,  his  passions 
to  his  reason,  to  consider  virtue  as  the  only  good, 
vice  as  the  only  evil,  all  things  external  as  Ihi.igs 
indifferent.  His  meditations,  composed  in  tlie  tu 
mult  of  a camp,  are  still  extant,  and  lie  even  con- 
descended to  give  lessons  of  philosophy,  in  a more 
public  manner,  than  was  perhaps  consistent  with 
the  modesty  of  a sage,  or  the  digniiy  of  an  empe- 
ror. But  his  life  was  the  noblest  commentary  on 
the  precepts  of  Zeno.  He  was  severe  to  hjmself, 
indulgent  to  the  imperfections  of  others,  just  and 
beneficent  to  all  mankind.  He  regretted  tliat  Avi- 
dius  Cassius,  who  excited  a rebellion  in  Syria,  had 
disappointed  him,  by  a voluntary  death,  of  the 
pleasure  of  converting  an  enemy  into  a friend,  and 
he  justified  the  sincerity  of  that  sentiment,  by  mc^ 
derating  the  zeal  of  the  senate  against  the  adlic- 
renls  of  the  traitor.  War  he  detested,  as  the  dis- 
grace and  calamity  of  human  nature,  but  when  the 


434 


NILES’  REGISTEIL-AUGUST  22, 181S««AGIIICULTURAL. 


necessity  of  a just  defence  called  upon  him  to 
take  up  arms,  he  readily  exposed  his  person  to 
eight  winter  campaigns  on  the  frozen  banks  of  the 
Danube,  the  severity  of  which  was  at  last  fatal  to 
the  weakness  of  his  constitution.  His  memory  was 
revered  by  a grateful  posterity,  and  above  a centu- 
ry after  his  death,  many  persons  preserved  the 
image  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  among  those  of  their 
household  gods. 

If  a man  were  called  to  fix  the  period  in  the  his 
tory  of  the  world,  during  which  the  condition  of  the 
human  race  was  most  happy  and  prosperous,  he 
would, without  hesitation,  name  that  which  elapsed 
frmp  the  death  of  Domitian  to  the  accession  of 
Commodus.  The  vast  extent  ot  the  Roman  empire 
was  governed  by  absolute  power,  under  the  gui- 
dance of  virtue  and  wisdom.  The  armies  were  re- 
strained  by  the  firm  but  gentle  hand  of  four  suc- 
cessive emperors,  whose  character  and  authority 
commanded  involuntary  respect.  The  forms  of 
the  civil  administration  were  carefully  preserved 
by  Nerva,  Trajan,  lladrain,  and  the  Antonines, 
wlm  delighted  in  the  image  of  liberty,  and  were 
pleased  with  considering  themselves  as  the  accoun- 
table ministers  of  the  laws.  Such  princes  deserv- 
ed the  honor  of  restoring  the  republic  had  the  Ro- 
mans of  their  days  been  capable  of  enjoying  a ra- 
tional freedom. 

The  labors  of  these  monarchs  were  overpaid  by 
the  immense  reward  that  inseparably  waited  on 
their  success;  by  the  honest  pride  of  virtue,  and 
by  the  exquisite  delight  of  beholding  the  general 
happiness  of  which  they  were  the  authors.  A just 
but  melancholy  refieciion,  however,  embittered  the 
noblest  of  human  enjoyments.  They  must  often 
have  recollected  the  instability  of  a happiness 
which  depended  on  the  character  of  a single  man. 
The  fatal  moment  was  perhaps  approaching,  when 
gome  licentious  >outh  or  jealous  tyrant,  would 
abuse  to  destruction,  that  absolute  power  which 
they  had  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.” 

Since  the  subject  of  the  Roman  coin  has  occu- 
pied public  attention,  we  have  learnd  many  fads 
interesting  to  the  antiquarian. 

Some  few  miles  above  Columbia,  on  Duck  river, 
are  a number  of  fortifications  and  mounds,  into  one 
of  which  some  young  men  dug  a small  distance, 
and  found  several  well  burnt  bricks,  about  nine 
inches  square  and  three  inches  thick,  also  several 
fragments  of  earthen  v/are,  also  a sword  about  two 
foot  long,  differently  shaped  from  any  in  use  since 
the  whiles  visited  the  continent,  apparently  once' 
highly  polished,  tJut  now  much  eat  with  rust.  We 
learn  from  a respectable  source  that  a gentleman 
passing  over  one  of  tlie  fields  of  ancient  slaughter, 
on  the  bank  of  the  Caney  fork,  his  eye  caught  some 
rude  letters  on  a flat  stone,  he  examined  it  and 
made  out — -coe  are  all  cut  off.  Who  were  the  suf- 
ferers v/e  have  yet  to  learn,  and  hope  that  some 
fortunate  discovery  will  one  day  satisfy  the  cravings 
of  the  curious. 


Agricultural. 

The  agricultural  society  of  Virginia  met  at  Rich- 
mond on  the  8th  of  June.  The  president,  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  of  Caroline,  took  the  chair.,  Seventy-four 
new  members  were  admitted.  Several  communi- 
cations were  received  and  a petition  drawn  to  be 
laid  before  the  next  general  assembly,  praying  the 
grant  of  a lottery  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  society.  In  case  their  prayer 
should  be  granted,  a resolution  was  4dopled,  award- 


ing ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  owner  of  the  best 
improved  farm  in  the  state,  containing  not  less 
than  five  hundred  acres  of  cleared  land;  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  owner  of  the  best  improved 
farm,  contaning  not  less  than  250  acres;  two  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  owners  of  the  best  improved 
farm,  containing  not  less  than  one  hundred  acres. 

Manuring,  ploughing,  artificial  grasses,  live  fen- 
ces, stock  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and 
orchards,  with  every  species  of  agricultural  im- 
provements, will  be  highly  regarded  by  the  society. 
The  premiums  to  be  adjudged  to  the  greatest  mass 
of  improvement  made  subsequently  to  the  passing 
of  the  resolution  without  regard  to  the  natural 
quality  of  the  soil.  Persons  claiming  the  premi- 
um'", must  notify  the  society  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1815. 

1 he  farms  to  be  reviewed  by  persons  deputed 
for  that  purpose  in  June,  1825,  and  26,  and  the  pre- 
miums paid  to  whom  awarded  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1827.  Should  an  equality  happen  among 
the  claimants,  the  premiums  to  be  equally  distri- 
buted by  the  society. 

The  following  elegant  address  was  delivered  by 
the  president  of  the  society.  \^Genivs  of  Liberty. 

To  the  society  of  Virginia  for  promoting  agriculture, 

T.  he  chief  obstacle  to  the  success  of  a society  for 
promoting  agriculture  in  Virginia,  in  my  view,  is 
the  morbid  aversion  to  writing  on  that  subject  for 
publication.  What  man  was  without  letters,  agri- 
culture would  become  without  their  use.  Had  any 
science  renounced  the  benefits  derived  from  the 
art  of  printing,  it  would  have  lingered  far  behind  its 
sisters  in  improvernent.  Sciences,  universally  the 
same,  enjoy  the  great  advantages  of  reaping  har- 
vests froTTi  every  clime,  and  of  being  enriched  by 
the  contributions  of  every  langvwge.  But  the  sub- 
jection of  agriculture  to  the  climate,  soil,  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  position,  upon  which  she  must 
exert  her  talents,  renders  her  unable  to  extract  a 
system  from  foreign  compositions,  suitable  to  dis- 
similar meridians;  and  exposes  her  to  errors  and 
disappointments,  from  incongruous  imitations  of 
foreign  practices. 

Writing,  printing  and  publishing,  are  even  more 
necessary  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  than 
for  the  civilization  and  good  manners  of  mankind, 
Itinerant  by  nature,  man  carries  about  his  virtues 
and  accomplishments,  and  attracts  imitation  by  ex- 
posing them  to  view  in  numberless  places  to  a mul- 
titude ojF  persons.  Converts  from  error,  rudeness 
and  vice,  multiply  rapidly;  and  the  ardor  of  youth 
to  excel  in  gracefulness,  is  a powerful  auxiliary  to 
the  force  of  example.  The  principles  of  moral  rec- 
titude are  the  same  in  every  clime;  but  the  improve- 
ments of  agriculture  are  subservient  to  a vast  va- 
riety of  circumstances,  immoveable,  seen  by  a few, 
surveyed  transiently,  and  beheld  under  the  tyran- 
ny  of  habit,  or  with  the  caution  of  prejudice.  Nor 
can  the  spectator  catch  at  a glance  the  intricacies 
compounding  the  most  perfect  agricultural  system 
whilst  he  intuitively  feels  the  force  of  good  actions, 
and  perceives  at  once  the  beauty  of  elegant  man- 
ners. As  every  country  must  acquire  agricultural 
knowledge  by  its  own  exertions,  or  remain  igno- 
rant, it  ought  to  consider  whether  ingenious  disco- 
veries or  skilful  experiments,  will  not  be  general- 
ly lost  by  changes  of  property,  or  buried  in  the 
tombs  to  which  their  authors  are  devoted,  unless 
they  are  recorded  and  circulated  by  the  same 
means,  which  have  saved  science  from  oblivion, 
and  spread  civilization,  wherever  it  exists.  Is 
there  a man  who  would  wish  to  carry  out  of  the 
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World  a useful  discovery  he  has  made  in  it,  or  who 
would  not  feel  pleasure  from  the  reflection  that 
he  may  be  doing  good  to  mankind  after  he  is  dead? 
He  who  shrinks  from  publishing  whatever  may 
have  this  effect,  commits  an  act  he  abhors,  and 
loses  the  satisfaction  arising  from  disinterested  be- 
nevolence. 

No  censure  of  the  genius  of  our  country  is  intend- 
ed by  the  observation,  that  it  does  not  appear  with 
much  splendor  in  the  science  of  agriculture;  since 
the  mind  of  man  is  not  constructed  for  the  compre- 
hension of  abstruse  subjects,  without  study;  nor  for 
the  attainment  of  skill  without  practice.  An  ex 
citement  to  exercise  its  powers,  must  precede  a 
display  of  its  powers,  must  precede  a display  of 
its  talents.  The  human  mind  is  enfeebled  by  idle- 
ness, and  rendered  vigorous  by  exertion.  By  com- 
positions concerning  agriculture,  the  writer  will 
improve  his  own  knowledge,  awaken  the  under- 
standing of  others,  and  cultivate  the  only  mode  by 
whidh  perfection  is  attainable.  Without  them, 
whatever  may  be  the  genitts  of  Virginians  for  the 
acquisitions  of  accomplishments  by  which  they  are 
adorned,  it  will  become  dormant  as  to  those  by 
which  they  must  live. 

The  study  of  agriculture,  and  a habit  of  writing 
Upon  the  subject,  will  bestow  upon  the  wealthy 
farmers  no  small  portion  of  pleasure,  by  furnishing 
them  with  means  of  escaping  from  the  irksomeness 
of  too  much  leisure,  and  from  the  regret  of  having 
Wasted  time  in  unprofitable  employments,  Tliose 
placed  above  the  necessity  of  bodily  labor,  must  re- 
compense themselves  by  mental,  or  sink  into  a state 
of  apathy,  unfriendly  to  health,  happin^s  and  vir- 
tue. What  subject  can  be  better  fitted  for  substi- 
tuting activity  for  langour,  than  one  which  can  gra- 
tify self-interest,  provide  for  the  exercise  of  bene- 
volence, and  awaken  the  love  of  our  country^ 

The  strongest  reason  which  invites  us  to  become 
attentive  to  the  encouragement  of  agricultural 
publications,  remain  to  be  noticed.  Agriculture, 
commerce  and  manufactures,  are  tjhe  three  great 
objects  of  individual  interest,  and  national  solici- 
tude. To  preserve,  each  ought  to  understand  its 
own  rights;  to  lose  them,  ignorance  will  suffice 
for  either.  Though  agriculture  may  need  no  char- 
ter, require  no  bounties,  claim  no  monopolies,  and 
ask  for  no  legal  augmentations  of  the  prices  of  her 
commodities,  she  may  yet  feel  an  unpropitioua  legal 
providence,  and  languish  under  injustice.  Though 
she  may  flourish  in  the  enjoyment  oi  equal  rights 
with  her  compeers,  she  may  be  stunted  or  even 
stifled  by  an  unequal  pressure.  Commerce  never 
confines  her  knowledge  to  the  structure  of  her  ships 
and  the  properties  of  the  magnei;  nor  manufactur- 
ing, to  the  powers  of  steam,  and  the  fabrication  of 
tools.  Both  are  politicians.  Both  write,  publish 
and  petition,  to  gain  improvement,  justice  or  favor. 
Both  sift  the  laws  by  which  they  are  affected. — 
Why  should  agriculture  confine  her  attention  to 
vehicles,  and  lose  sight  of  cargoes?  Why  should 
she  be  careful  to  her  lands,  and  her  tools,  and  care- 
less of  her  crops?  Both  her  sisters  shun  this  straight 
road  towards  impoverishment,  and  renounce  the  re- 
creation to  be  expected  from  the  soups  of  charity. 
Every  human  interest  Inhabits  a human  heart,  and 
every  human  heart  pants  for  wealth  or  competen- 
cy. Ought  agriculture  to  be  indifferent  to  the  bles- 
sings considered  by  her  sisters  as  essential  for  hu- 
man happiness,  or  remain  ignorant  of  the  extent  to 
which  their  wishes  may  be  gratified  without  injury 
to  her  rights?  May  she  not  at  least  be  permitted 
to  consider,  whether  bounties  to  expel  competition, 
unlike  premiums  for  exciting  it,  are  likely  to  be- 


get industry,  perfection  and  economy;  or  idleness, 
want  of  dexterity,  and  profusion?  Whether  the 
English  policy  of  forcing  their  manufactures  into  a 
competition  pf  those  of  all  the  world;  or  the  poli- 
cy of  protecting  ours  against  a competition  in  indus- 
try, even  with  agriculture,  is  most  likely  to  com- 
pass the  end  which  both  countries  have  in  view? 
Every  social  interest,  to  flourish,  must  know,  whe- 
ther it  buys  benefits  or  scourges.  If  agriculture 
lias  determined  whether  an  equal  or  unequal  distri- 
bution of  rights  among  men,  or  between  interest 
composed  of  men,  is  most  suitable  to  her  nature, 
or  most  likely  to  advance  her  posterity,  she  lias 
solid  ground  to  stand  on  for  making  this  enquiry. 
If  her  political  ignorance  is  like  a narcotic  adminis- 
tered to  a confiding  virgin,  no  physician  who  wishes 
to  see  her  vigilant  in  the  preservation  of  her  trea^ 
sure,  can  disapprove  of  her  acquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  her  own  interests*  and  an  acute  dis- 
cernment of  such  -measures  as  may  advance  or  ob- 
struct it.  How  can  she  gain  a capacity  for  this 
discrimination,  so  essential  to  her  prosperity,  but 
by  an  industrious  exercise  of  her  best  talents 
through  the  medium  of  the  press. 

In  a struggle  for  empire,  among  the  true  sound 
and  virtuous  social  interests,  ought  agriculture  to 
relinquish  her  pretentions  to  equality,  if  not  to  pre- 
eminence, and  tamely  yield  up  a prize,  to  gain 
which  she  has  so  largely  contributed?  Perhaps  a 
free  and  candid  discussion  of  her  claim  to  jus- 
tice,  may  disclose  some  less  worthy  competitor, 
whose  prowess  may  evince  the  necessity  for  a coali- 
tion between  those  interests,  founded  in  principles 
of  mutual  right,  and  pure  friendship.  Are  not  the 
consequences  of  such  an  union  to  private  happine.ss 
and  public  prosperity,  worthy  of  a diligent  enqui- 
ry? Laws  may  j^ect  agriculture  as  well  as  com- 
merce and  manufactures;  and  hence  as  powerfully 
require  the  attention  of  a society  confined  to  that 
special  object,  as  laws  affecting  commerce  or  manu- 
factures require  the  att  ention  of  societies  for  their 
improvement.  W^ould  not  a resolution  by  a socie- 
ty for  promoting  commerce,  manufactures  or  inter- 
nal improvements,  to  disregard  legal  favor,  just  ice 
or  injury,  and  to  repose  in  legal  ignorance,  be  a 
remuneration  of  the  sources  of  success,  and  pro- 
phetic ©fits  fate? — The  patriotic  advocates  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  far  from  confining  themselves 
to  mathematical  discussions,  contend  that  legisla- 
tion constitutes  the  source  of  their  prosperity  or  de 
cay,  and  laboriously  investigate  its  influence  upon 
inferior  objects.  Are  these  enquiries  irrelative,  or 
ought  the  cardinal  internal  improvement  to  be  pro- 
hibited by  its  advocates  from  acquiring  a species 
of  knowledge,  even  necessary  for  t!ie  prosperity  of 
her  hand-maids?  Is  not  ^ fair  competition  in  Indus 
try,  under  the  shield  of  equal  laws,  between  the  in- 
terests which  cover  all,  as  necessary  to  excite  emu- 
lation and  to  produce  improvement,  as  such  a com- 
petition among  associated  individuals? 

Supposing  that  the  maxim  sutor  ultra  crepi- 
clam,**  is  as  applicable  to  the  science  as  to  a cobler; 
and  that  the  votaries  of  agriculture  ought  to  stick 
>o  the  plough,  and  continue  to  “whistle  as  they 
drive  it  for  want  of  thought,”whilst  her  friends  and 
her  foes  are  encouraged  to  become  deeply  le.srned 
in  the  subtleties  of  legislation;  yet  as  no  one  denies 
to  them  the  knowledge  and  skill  necessary  to  make 
good  crops,  because  all  eat;  it  is  superfluous  to 
consider,  whether  verbal  communications  and  local 
examples,  or  essays  and  books,  constitute  the  best 
means  for  effecting  the  end  since  all  may  be 
united,  and  eacli  may  operate  in  its  own  spliere. — 
Agriculture  has  certainly  flourished  most  m tho§e 
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countries,  where  the  press  has  been  most  extensive- 
ly employed  as  an  auxiliary  to  example.  Its  great 
efficacy  may  possibly  be  owing  to  a quality  of  the 
mind,  neither  unfrequent  nor  inoperative.  It  is  a 
quality,  often  offended  by  the  wisest  lectures  and 
the  brightest  examples-  but,  soothed  by  the  appro- 
priation it  can  make  from  reading,  and  delighted 
by  a display  of  acquirements,  drawn  from  the  com- 
mon reservoir  of  knowledge.  To  copy  example,  it 
looks  upon  as  a species  of  plagiari.smi  and  therefore 
the  most  beautiful  agricultural  experiment  unre- 
corded,  would  be  frequently  as  ephemeral  as  the 
tints  of  the  butterfly.  To  yield  to  verbal  lecture, 
it  abhors,  as  a confession  of  ignorance;  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  advice  is  apt  to  strengthen  its  opposi- 
tion. But  the  activity  of  this  quality,  unrestrained 
by  the  fear  of  degradation,  and  excited  by  the  hope 
of  applause,  may  be  enlisted  through  the  press,  and 
become  highly  useful  in  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture. Whatever  it  can  thence  acquire,  it  will 
practice  as  its  own  and  propagate  with  zeal;  and 
its  great  share,  both  of  talent  and  industry,  renders 
it  a coadjutor  worthy  of  being  conciliated. 

Great  social  ends  are  effected  by  seizing  a crisis 
in  public  opinion.  During  the  predominance  of  a 
temper  for  emigration,  inflamed  by  the  cheapness 
and  proximity  of  a new  land,  neither  precept  nor 
example  could  demonstrate  the  propriety  of  im 
proving  the  old,  or  subvert  the  ruinous  habit  of 
killing,  because  we  could  dee  from  the  corpse  — 
But  now,  when  this  habit  is  checked  by  the  general 
appropriation  of  good  new  land,  by  its  high  price 
and  by  its  increasing  remoteness  from  commerce, 
the  public  begins  to  look  for  prosperity  in  tlie  true 
place,  and  to  disclose  some  ardor  to  discover  a re- 
medy for  an  evil,  which  emigration  will  soon  cease 
to  furnish.  As  we  cannot  much  longer  fly  from 
worn  out  lands,  and  recompense  ourselves  for  une- 
qual laws,  by  retiring  to  more  fertile  regions,  we 
shall  soon  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  means  by 
which  we  may  be  enabled  to  live  at  home.  Let  not 
this  new  temper  stop  at  hope,  or  evaporate  in 
theory.  Let  it  not  be  neglected  by  a society  for 
promoting  agriculture.  Enlivened  by  writing,  print- 
ing, example  and  experiment;  excited  by  rewards; 
and  ertcouraged  by  political  justice,  it  is  able  to  re- 
cover the  fertility  it  has  lost,  and  to  prevent  the 
ruin  of  the  state,  which  is  impending.  Neglected 
it  will  gradually  sink  into  despair,  and  the  favorable 
moment  for  eflecting  an  object,  filled  with  gratifi^ 
cations  for  all  classes  of  society,  may  possibly  be 
lost  forever. 


The  American  Navy. 

rilOM  THE  BOSTON  INTELLIGENCER. 

We  have  reason  to  pride  ourselves  upon  this 
arm  of  our  national  defence.  Whilst  the  English 
writers  affect  to  disparage  the  victories  obtained 
by  our  frigates  and  fleets  during  the  late  war,  un- 
dertaking to  shew  either  the  excessive  superiority 
of  our  relative  force  in  some  cases,  and  in  others, 
where  tliis  could  not  be  made  out,  resorting  to  ar- 
guments to  prove  the  British  superiority  in  skill 
and  courage  in  spite  of  defeat — yet  in  almost  every 
page  of  the  *‘Naval  Chronicle”  we  find  American 
ships,  seamen,  gunnery  and  seamanship,  held  up  as 
modeU  for  imitation — as  incitements  to  improve- 
ment in  the  British  navy — or  as  arguments  to  pro- 
duce an  apprehension  of  our  ultimate  power  upon 
t!ie  ocean.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  late- 
ly ordered  a number  of  line  of  battle  ships  and 
frigates,  to  be  built  of  the  size  and  model  of  the 
American  vessels  of  the  same  class. 


With  renrard  to  the  superior  equipment  of  our 
ships  in  the  Mediterranean,  we  find  a great  deal  of 
jealousy  prevails,  among  the  naval  writers,  and  one 
of  them  of  late  in  addressing  the  lords  ©f  admiral- 
ty, refers  to  the  style  and  appearance  of  the  Ameri-  j 
can  fleet  at  Gibraltar,  with  evident  soreness  and  as-  i 
perity.  We  are  happy  to  hear,  however,  that  the 
utmost  attention,  politeness  and  decorum  is  found  I 
; to  prevail  whenever  the  British  and  American  naval 
officers  meet  together  in  any  part  of  the  Slreights. 

As  to  our  line  of  battle  ships  we  may  be  allowed 
to  express  a doubt,  if  ever  more  admirable  speci- 
mens of  naval  architecture  were  seen  in  the  Me-  i 
diterranean,  than  the  Independence,  Washington, 
and  Franklin,  have  exhibited.  The  qualities  of  the 
two  former  of  these  vessels  are  well  known,  and  their 
strength,  compactness,  arrangements  and  fast  sail- 
ing have  obtained  an  established  reputation;  in  ad- 
dition to  which  we  are  happy  to  hear,  that  the 
Franklin  proves  to  be  the  most  rapid  ship  of  the  ‘ 
line,  in  her  sailing,  tl^t  has  been  seen  in  those  wa- 
ters for  many  years.  \Ve  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  comparative  rate  of  sailing  with  the  others,  but 
learn  that  no  vessel  known  in  the  Streights  can  hold 
way  with  her. 


Criminal  Law. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  TNTEILIGF.NCEU. 

The  Federal  Gazette,  of  Baltimore,  censures  the 
delay  which  has  occurred  in  executing  the  sentence 
of  death  on  the  mail  robbers  convicted  in  that 
city  in  May,  and  imputes  it  to  the  refusal  or  neglect 
of  the  president  to  sign  what  is  called  a death  war- 
rant. It  has  not  been  usual  we  believe,  for  theexe- 
cutive  of  the  United  States  to  issue  any  such  war- 
rant in  capital  convictions — we  do  not  at  present 
recollect  a single  case — Mr,  Jefferson,  we  know, 
uniformly  declined  to  do  so.  Indeed,  it  has  been 
but  seldom  necessary,  as  the  federal  courts,  acting 
in  conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  states  in  which 
they  are  held,  generally  direct  the  execution  of  their 
I own  sentences,  without  any  sanction  from  the  exe- 
cutive authority.  In  Maryland,  however,  were  ca- 
pital convictions  are  executed  in  virtue  only  of  a 
warrant  from  the  governor,  the  judges  of  the  fede- 
ral court  conformed  to  the  state  practice,  and  re- 
ferred the  execution  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
on  the  mail  robbers  to  an  order  from  the  president, 
who,  we  understand  consents,  to  yield  to  what 
seems  to  be  required  by  the  Maryland  practice, 
without  which  the  sentence  would  necessarily  re- 
main unexecuted  until  the  next  term  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Maryland. 


The  New  Revenue  Law. 

FROM  THE  AURORA. 

Mr.  ZJiiane— Since  the  adoption  of  the  new  laws 
of  our  custom-houses,  all  the  notorious  British 
agents  have  been  compelled  to  come  forward  with 
the  genuine  invoices,  and  are  hereby  placed  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  American  importer  and  fair 
trader — the  happy  consequences  of  which  are,  that 
home  goods  have  taken  a rise,  and  that  the  Ame- 
rican manufacturer  begins  to  see  the  dawn  of  a pros- 
perous day,  his  goods  are  no  longer  hooted  out  of 
market,  but  are  bought  up  with  avidity.  The 
cotton  and  woolen  manufacturer  may  now  go  on 
with  a degree  of  certainty  as  to  the  sales  of  his 
goods;  for  no  Bi  itish  cassimere  or  sattinett  can  ex- 
cel those  manufactured  by  the  latter;  and  no  Bri- 
tish goods  can  be  substituted  for  our  plaid,  cham- 
brays,  and  shirtings;  therefore  the  former  are  safe. 
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it  is  a fact,  and  ought  to  be  known  that,  the  British 
have  lately  attempted  to  imitate  our  domestic  bro-ion 
sMrtings.  A MANUFACTURER. 


Rivers  of  the  W est. 

A writer  in  the  “Inquisitor,”  a very  respectable 
newspaper,  just  commenced  at  Cincinnati,  urging 
support  for  the  canal  proposed  to  be  made  round 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  says:— “The  water  privileges 
connected  with  the  canal  will  be  of  immense  value, 
and  the  stockholders  could  not  ask  for  more  liberal 
terms  than  those  which  their  charter  contains.  For 
who  can  calculate  the  ratio  in  which  the  commerce 
of  the  river  will  increase?  Let  us  look  at  the  extent 
of  navigation  above  the  falls. 

MILES. 

632 
200 
100 
70 
70 
90 
200 
150 
180 


The  Olifo  (from  Louisville  to  Pittsburg) 
Alleghany  (navigable  above  Pittsburg) 
Monongahela  i 
Muskingum 
Hockhocking 

K’-nhawa  (to  the  great  rapids) 

Scioto 

Great  Miami 
Kentucky 
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All  of  the  above  rivers  are  navigable  much  far- 
ther for  small  boats.  I do  not  pretend  to  be  exact 
in  the  distances-  It  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pre 
sent  purpose  to  give  a rough  slcetch  of  the  immense 
extent  of  territory,  the  commerce  of  which  must 
pass  through  the  channel  of  the  Ohio.  For  let  us 
next  suppose  only  thirty  miles  of  country  on  each 
side  of  the  above  rivers  interested  in  the  river 
trade.  This  will  give  an  extent  of  territory  equal 
to  a parallelogram  of  1,750  miles  in  length,  and 
60  miles  in  breadth;  and  would  contain  105,000 
square  miles,  or  67,200,000  acres.  If  this  be  divid 
ed  into  farms  of  200  acres  each,  there  will  be 
336,000  farms.  Suppose  each  farm  to  afford  a sur 
plus  produce  of  three  tons  of  flour,  pork,  &c.  and 
the  yearly  amount  of  freight  which  must  pass 
the  falls  will  be  1,008,000  tons;  which,  with  the 
present  rate  of  toll  allowed  for  boats  descending, 
viz.  50  cents  per  ton,  would  amount  annually 
to  the  sum  of  Sf>512,000.  The  toll  of  boats  as 
cending,  is  to  be  added  to  this  sum.  This  sum 
would  pay  interest  at  6 per  cent,  upon  a capital 
stock  of  §25,200,000.  Whereas  it  has  been  calc.u 
lated  that  the  expense  of  completing  the  canal  will 
not  exceed  200,000.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a randorr 
estimate,  but  it  serves  to  sho  w that  the  stock  of  the 
proposed  canal  cannot  but  be  profitable.  The  com 
merce  of  the  country  will  increase  beyond  calcula 
tion;  and  the  day  is  not  distant,  when  the  Ohio  will 
be  literally  covered  with  boats;  freighted  with  the 
productions  of  u”  ’uxuriant  soil.” 

General  San  .Vlartin. 

We  have  been  tavored  witli  the  following  sketch 
of  gen  Joseph  San  Martin,  commander  of  the  pair 
ot  troops  of  Chili.  J\T.  F Mer.  Jidv. 

He  was  born  in  the  district  and  county  called 
the  Nissiones,  formerly  subject  to  ihe  governmen 
®f  Buenos  Ayres,  and  is  now  about  45  years  of  age 
of  good  person  and  commanding  countenance;  Ins 
apprviach  easy,  unassuming  and  aifiible.  He  was 
odiicated  at  Madrid  in  the  first  military  school  of 
the  kingdom — afterwards  joined  the  army,  and  re 
mained  in  service  throughout  the  M’hole  of  the  war 


lantry,  but  particularly  so  at  the  battle  of  Allahera, 
at  which  he  had  the  rank  of  colonel.  The  course 
pursued  by  Ferdinand  upon  his  return  to  Spain, 
was  so  hostile  to  those  whp  had  distinguished  them- 
selves in  his  service,  so  repugnant  to  those  princi- 
ples for  which  he  had  coatended,  that  he  resigned 
in  disgust  and  retired  to  his  native  land,  bearing 
with  him  honors  only,  for  his  servifces.  He  imme- 
diately entered  under  the  banners  of  his  country, 
and  as  soon  as  its  emancipation  was  effected,  sug- 
gested the  bold  idea  of  crossing  the  Cordilleras— 
exhausted  his  individual  credit  to  obtain  funds^ 
and  by  his  unceasing  efforts,  raised,  embodied  and 
disciplined  an  army  of  three  thousand  men,  with 
whom  he  crossed  the  stupendous*  Andes.  After 
clambering  mountains  and  descending  awful  pre- 
cipices, over  an  extent  of  ground  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  forty  leagues,  he  arrived  in  the  plain 
of  Chacabuco;  near  St.  Jago,  before  the  enemy  had 
an  intimation  of  his  approach.*  He  was  there  met 
by  an  army  of  more  than  double  the  number,  with 
powerful  artillery,  and  it  was  there  that  with  his 
Spartan  band  he  decided  the  fate  of  Chili.  The 
passage  across  the  Andes  is  at  all  times  dangerous; 
there  are  passes  of  many  thousand  feet  in  height, 
so  narrow,  that  mules  laden  cannot  pass  each  other. 
The  route  taken  was  by  an  unfrequented  path, 
longer  and  more  difficult  of  access  than  that  usually 
travelled!  and  the  fatigues  endured  so  great,  that 
he  lost  twelve  hundred  mules,  two  thirds  of  the 
number  with  which  he  commenced  his  march.  The 
passage  of  ihe  Alps,  so  celebrated  in  ancient  and 
modern  days,  ofi'ers  nothing  in  comparison.  The 
African  and  the  Corsican  were  respectively  support- 
ed by  powerful  armies,  and  the  resources  of  a great 
nation— San  Martin  created  his  own  army,  and  ve- 
iled upon  tbe  resources  of  his  genius  alone  to  sur- 
mount obs^.acles  that  would  have  appalled  an  Alex- 
ander. Tbe  former  knew  their  climate,  and  the 
extent  of  their  difficulties  and  of  their  dangers, 
nd  were  prepared  to  meet  and  overcome  them. 
The  latter  explored  regions  elevated  beyond  the 
change  of  the  season, t and  passed  through  defiles 
in  which  he  was  at  any  moment  liable  to  destruc- 
tion, either  from  the  elements,  or  fpom  the  mor.e 
unrelenting  hand  of  the  enemy, 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  elections  ir  England  have  been  very  violent, 
riie  argument  of  clubs  has  been  plentifully  used, 
with  occasional  applications  of  that  of  the  horse- 
nhip.  There  are  few  parallels  in  the  United  States 
for  tUe  mob-like  manner  in  which  the  electors  of 
England  use  the  little  liberty  that  they  have. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Wilson,  Waithman  and  Thorp,  all 
a “friends  of  reform,”  have  been  elected  from 
London  Sir  William  Curtis,  who  the  quaker  refus- 
ed to  vote  for,  as  noticed  in  our  last,  was  left  out, 
though  he  made  a very  great  poll. 


*The  battle  of  Chacabuco  took  place  on  the  I2th 
of  Frebruary,  1817. 

■{■The  route  taken  compelled  them  to  pass  over 
five  mountains,  the  extreme  heights  of  which  are, 
of  the  mean  elevation  of  twelve  thousand  feet.  By 
the  one  usually  travelled  you  pass  only  one,  the 
oiher.s,  are  avoided  by  winding  round  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  le^s  dangerous. 

^Although  111  the  midst  of  summer,  there  wa$  a 
fall  of  eight  inches  of  snow;  had  it  continned  twp 
lOurs  more  the  whole  army  iruitst  inevitably  !w,e 
of  the  Peninsula;  always  dititlnguisUed  for  his  gal-  | perislted. 
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Sir  S.  Romily  and  sir  F.  Burdett  are  returned 
from  Westminster.  It  was  stated  that  a Mr.  Max- 
well had  beaten  the  latter — Hunt  had  only  73  votes. 
Canning  and  Gascoigne  are  elected  at  Liverpool. 
Canning  had  1654  votes — lord  Sefton  1260.  Mr. 
Brougham  ha^  lost  his  election  in  Westmore^nd. 
Grattan  has  been  grossly  instilted  and  wounded  in 
an  electioneering  squabble  in  Dublin.  The  borough 
of  Southwark  sends  two  opposition  members.  We 
are  told  that  500  of  the  electors  of  Coventry  ve- 
side  in  London— ergo,  some  are  qualified  to  vote  in 
both  placos. 

5^/ocits— June27,  1818—U.  S.  bank  shares— noth- 
ing done;  U.  S.  6 per  cents-  101^  a 103.  British  3 
per  cents.  78  3-8  1-4. 

The  revenue  imprdves — the  last  quarter  is  stated 
to  have  produced  M, 400, 000  more  than  the  corres- 
ponding quarter  last  year. 

The  health  of  queen  Charlotte  is  very  precarious. 

A London  paper  publishes  a letter  from  Peters- 
burg, which  says  that  the  American  government 
are  making  large  purchases  of  hemp. 

The  London  Courier  of  the  1st  July,  speaking  of 
the  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie,  says— 
♦‘If  they  were  really  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which 
they  stood  accused,  their  fate  was  such  as  the  law 
of  n ations  warrants.  But  as  to  the  idea  of  their  be- 
ing emissaries  of  the  British  government,  it  is  too 
ridiculous  a supposition  to  be  seriously  refuted.” 

The  editor  of  the  Liverpool  Mercury  says — ^“The 
late  dissolution  of  the  British  parliament,  reminds 
him  very  much  of  Amorozo,  king  of  Little  Bri- 
tain’s, address—: 

*‘My  lords  and  gentlemen— get  ontP' 

Ireland.— K letter  from  Drogheda  says,  “We 
have  had  no  less  than  three  men  shot  here  since 
yesterday.  We  are  in  the  centre  of  massacre  and 
war.”  [These  murders  are  somehow  connected 
with  the  election.] 

From  the  Dublin  Evening  Post. 

This  day  (June  30)  the  election  for  the  city  of 
Dublin  came  on  at  the  sessions  house  in  Green- 
street.  Mr.  Grattan  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Latouche 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Guinness.  Mr.  Shaw  was, 
proposed  by  the  lord  mayor,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bali,  the  banker.  There  was  no  opposition,  and 
scarcely  40  electors  present.  Both  gentlemen 
made  speeches,  and  were  very  ill  received  by  their 
audience. 

Outrage  on  Air.  Grattan,  2 o*clock. — We  regret 
exceedingly  to  state,  that  the  populace  broke  out 
into  acts  of  open  outrage  against  their  representa- 
tives. A chair  of  considerable  value,  highly  deco- 
rated, was  prepared  for  the  representatives,  but 
from  the  moment  they  appeared,  they  were  receiv- 
ed with  hisses  and  groans-  They  had  not  pro- 
ceeded twenty  paces  up  Henry-street,  when  a vio- 
lent assault  commenced.  The  flag-bearers,  in  the 
front  of  the  car,  were  attacked  with  great  fury, 
and  were  obliged  to  convert  their  flag-staves  into 
weapons  of  defence.  The  battle,  however,  was 
short.  Missiles  begin  to  fly  in  all  directions,  and 
we  have  to  state  with  a mixture  of  indignation  and 
horror,  that  Mr,  Grattan  received  a contusion  in 
the  forehead;  he  was  obliged  to  descend  from  the 
car,  which  was  instantly  torn  into  atoms.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  took  shelter  in  a house  in 
Mary-street,  and  Mr.  Shaw  retired  also. 

Further  particulars. — I'hree  o'’ clock. 

The  people  in  immense  multitudes  continued  to 
collect  around  the  house  of  Mr.  Preston,  (where 
Mr.  Grattan  took  refuge)  assuming  every  moment 
a more  determined  and  ferocious  appearance. 

Mr.  Guinness,  and  Mr.  Grattan,  jr.  addressed  them 


from  the  windows,  but  it  appeared  to  produce  only, 
the  tranquility  of  a moment.  Lord  Charlemont,. 
and  a number  of  other  gentlemen  appeared  at  the 
window,  when  Mr.  Phillips  was  recognized  in  the 
streetby  the  multitude,  who  immedi.itely  insisted 
that  he  should  address  them,  He  was  according, 
ly  admitted  into  the  house,  and  he,  Mr,  Guinness, 
and  lord  Charlemont  stood  together  upon  the  plat- 
form beneath  the  window.  When  silence  was  re- 
stored, Mr.  Phillips  spoke  in  substance  nearly  as 
follows: 

My  fellow-countrymen,  you  know  well  that  I feel 
for  the  humblest  man  amongst  you. — (~ Cries  of  we 
do,  we  do.J — and  you  also  know  that  1 feel  for  my 
country. — f Cries  of  bravo.  J — In  the  name,  then, 
of  the  character,  not  merely  of  that  humblest  man, 
but  of  that  country  also,  I call  on  you  to  redeem 
both  from  the  stain  this  day’s  abominable  turpitude 
has  cast  upon  it  You  have  wrongs  and  I know  them 
—I  feel  them— but,  in  the  name  of  God,  vvreak  these 
wrongs  upon  your  enemies  and  not  upon  your  zea- 
lous and  indefatigable  friend.  Remember  he  it  was 
that  gave  you  a constitution — and  remember  Loo,  if 
all  were  like  him,  my  poor  countrymen  would  still 
have  a country.  (^Applause)  Here  do  I,  one  of  your-' 
selves,  address  you,  in  behalf  of  yourselves — in  be- 
half of  the  man  of  the  people,  and  standing  by  the 
son  of  that  glorious  Charlemont  whom  I emphati- 
cally call  the  no6/eman  of  the  people.  (Here  there 
was  an  universal  burst  of  applause,  and  lord  Charle- 
mont repeatedly  made  his  acknowledgments.) 

Remember  1782,  Remember  the  period  of  the 
abominable  union;  and  prove  by  your  conduct  now, 
that  you  do  not  forget  those  times.  ("fVe  tvill,  we 
wi/^_)-i-There  is  only  one  way  of  doing  it.  Dp  not 
insist  on  Mr.  Grattan’ s being  brought  forth;  feeble,^ 
as  his  surgeon  tells  me  he  is,  with  the  dust  and 
heat  of  this  immense  multitude — f shouts  J — prove 
the  necessity  of  his  enthusiasm  by  acts  not  words. 
Gome,  give  him  three  hearty  cheers,  and  then  let 
every  man  go  peaceably  home. 

This  address  happily  produced  its  effect. — The 
whole  multitude  gave  three  distinct  cheers,  and 
m a few  minutes  there  was  not  a trace  of  this  fright- 
ful uproar  which  had  so  terrified  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Mr.  Grattan  retired  quite  exhaused,  to  his  car- 
riage, which  waited  for  him  at  the  extremity  of 
the  Abbey  lane.  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  H.  Bushe,- 
Mr.  Grattan,  jun.  Mr.  Guinness,  lord  Charlemont, 
8«c. 

FRANCE. 

•‘More  restoration.” — Bordeaux,  June  17. — We 
are  now  very  much  occupied  with  an  incid-  nt 
which  interests  the  whole  of  the  reformed  church 
of  France.  One  of  the  deacons  of  our  church  has 
just  been  condemned  to  pay  a fine  by  the  tribunal 
of  police  for  not  having  decorated  his  house  with 
the  usual  hangings,  during  the  procession  of  the 
host  on  Corpus  Christi  day.  This  prosecution  ap- 
pears to  us  a manifest  violation  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  charter;  but  what  appears  more  surprising 
still,  are  the  arguments  employed  by  the  public 
ministry,  (the  law  officers  of  the  crown)  v/ho  de- 
manded the  condemnation.  They  rested  these  ar- 
guments on  a regidation  of  1757,  which  they  cited 
at  the  audience  as  their  authority,  and  which  you 
will  observe  renewed  the  rigor  of  the  persecutions 
against  the  protestanis,  the  exile  of  their  pastors, 
interdiction  of  their  assemblies,  the  annulling  of 
their  marriages, the  declaration  of  bastardy  on  heir 
infants,  he.  What  must  we  think,  in  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  of  seeing  such  atrocities  dug  from 
the  grave? 
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PORTUGAL. 

A London  paper  saps — “It  is  stated,  that  a duel 
with  sabres  was  lately  fought  at  Lisbon,  by  an  Eng- 
lish officer  and  a Portuguese  nobleman,  in  which 
neither  was  materially  injured.  It  is  added,  that 
the  nobleman  afterwards  employed  five  or  six  ruf- 
fians to  assassinate  the  English  officer  and  his  se- 
cond, but  they  failed  in  the  attempt.” 

[This  nobleman  must  have  been  as  bad  a fellow 
as  the  prevost  of  the  pious  city  of  Edinburg,  who, 
at  a public  table,  drank  success  to  the  assassination 
of  Napoleon. 

ITALY. 

The  Italian  robbers,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ter- 
racina,  have  lately  performed  an  act  of  retributive 
justice,  by  divesting  a band  of  bishops  of  a part  of 
their  plunder. 

GERMANY* 

It  is  stated  in  Vienna  paper  that  the  ennperor  has 
given  to  the  prince  of  Parma,  (young  Bonaparte) 
the  estates  ceded  to  his  majesty  by  the  grand  duke 
of  Tuscany,  the  revenues  of  tVhich  amount  to  about 
1,280,000  florins. 

SWEDEN. 

It  is  again  proposed  to  form  a junction  of  the 
North  Sea  with  the  Baltic,  Uy  means  of  a canal, 
the  expense  of  which  is  estimated  at  800,000 
crowns. 

RUSSIA. 

London,  June  22.— On  Wednesday  arrived  at 
Portsmouth,  the  Rurick,  capt,  Kotzebue,  having 
been  out  three  years  from  Cronstadt,  on  a voyage 
of  discovery  towards  the  north  pole,  during,  which 
she  lost  only  one  man,  and  the  crew  in  all  their 
visits  to  the  coasts  and  islands  never  had  to  use 
force  with  the  natives.  She  put  in  here  for  provi- 
sions— She  left  Behring’s  Streights  in  July  1817, 
having  proceeded  as  far  as  lat.  67. 

&t.  Petersburg,  April  27.— There  has  already  ar- 
rived 257  vessels  in  the  port  of  Riga,  and  66  have 
gone  out,  but  at^Cronstadt,  the  sea  is  covered  with 
ice,  although  the  navigation  from  hence  to  Cron- 
stadt is  open. 

Gen.  Baron  Winzingerode  died  on  the  18th  of 
June,  at  Wiesbaden. 

BAHBARY  POWERS. 

It  is  said  that  Great  Britain  has  invited  the  Rus- 
sian government,  to  require  a formal  declaration 
from  the  Porte,  whether  it  considers  the  Barbary 
powers  as  its  dependents,  and  in  that  case,  whether 
the  court  of  Constantinople  will  guarantee  the 
states  of  Europe  against  any  outrages  of  these 
barbarians  on  their  rights. 

The  Swedish  admiralty  have  hired  three  vessels 
to  convey  to  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis,  a large 
quantity  of  artillery,  balls,  powder,  anchors,  ca- 
bles, &c.  which  were  in  the  arsenals  of  Norkoep- 
ing  and  Nycaeping. 


CHRONICLE. 

Viscount  de  Quabeck,  charge  des  affaires  of  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  United  States,  with 
his  suite,  arrived  at  New  York,  on  the  13lh  inst. 

A bridge  is  building  over  the  Allegany  river  at 
Pittsburg,  which  when  completed  will  be  ofgreat 
utility  to  that  flourishing  city  and  its  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  great  western  mail  and  stages,  (says  a Browns 
ville  paper  of  Aug.  10,)  from  Washington  city  to 
Wheeling,  on  the  national  turnpike,  arrived  in 
Brownsville— the  first  time — on  Wednesday  last. 
It  will  pass  three  times  a week.  A regnlar  line  of 
staj^es  is,  also,  established,  by  which  the  passenger 


will  be  enabled  to  reach  either  extreme— a dis- 
tance of  270  miles — in  five  days,  in  the  following 
manner. 

1.  From  Washington  city  to  Hagerstown 

2.  From  Hagerstown  to  Pratt’s,  20  miles 
below  Cumberland 
From  Pratt’s  to  Big  Crossings 

4.  From  Big  Crossings  to  Nichole’s,  12 
miles  beyond  Brownsville 

5.  From  Nichole’s  to  Wheeling 


70  milfis 

48  , 

60 

48 

44 


Total  270 

The  promptitude  with  which  this  contract  has 
been  undertaken — the  ample  arrangements  made 
for  its  faithful  execution — and  the  favorable  dis- 
position of  the  post  master  general  towards  its 
general  accommodation,  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
that  tiiis  »u«7will  open  facilities  of  communication, 
and  these  stages  will  unite  pleasure  with  safety  and 
expedition  far  superior  to  any  other  into  this  wes- 
tern co.untry. 

Western  waters.  The  New  Orleans  Chronicle 
gives  us  a list  of  twenty  steam  boats,  carrying  near 
4,000  tons,  which  trade  to  that  port  from  the  up- 
per and  adjacent  country. 

French  emigrants.  A New  York  paper  men- 
tions that,  though  a portion  of  the  French  emigrants 
to  whom  the  Alabama  grant  was  niade,  haye  occu- 
pied a part  of  Texas  as  noticed  in  the  Register  of 
the  8th  inst.  the  body  of  them  are  opposed  the  pro- 
eeding,  and  have  no  intention  “to  vacate  their 
lands  or  speculate  on  the  bounty  of  congress.  This 
is  well— but  the  principle  of  things,  as  connected 
with  either  party  of  these  men,  is  unchanged. 

Elopement  or  capt.  Wright.  I’liis  ill-guided 
man  has  violated  his  parole  of  honor,  and  fled.— 
The  followiug  is  from  the  Georgia  Journal  of  the 
4th  inst. 

Capt.  Wright,  of  noted  memory,  has  broken  his 
parole  of  honor,  and  absconded.  On  the  26th  ult, 
(the  day  previous  to  his  disappearing)  he  address- 
es the  following  note  to  the  governor: 

“Sir — On  the  28th  of  May  last,  I was  arrested 
by  order  of  your  excellency.  Since  that  time  I 
have  waited  in  the  expectation,  that  a court  mar- 
tial would  be  ordered  for  my  trial.  No  charge  has 
yet  made  its  appearance  against  me.  I therefore 
pray  that  your  excellency  would  withdraw  the  ar- 
rest. If  you  should  think  proper  not  to  do  so,  suf- 
fer me  to  call  and  see  you,  as  I have  business  of 
importance. 

(Signed)  OBED  WRIGHT. 

To  this  communication,  no  answer  was  returned. 
His  fears,  we  understand,  were  considerably  excit- 
ed by  the  premature  statement  in  tha  Savannah 
Republican,  of  the  determination  of  tlie  president 
of  the  United  States  to  have  him  tried  before  the 
federal  court  for  murder.  Dreading  a long  and 
loathsome  imprisonment  in  jail,  and  probably  ap- 
prehending from  the  “hue  and  cry”  wliich  had 
been  raised  against  him,  that  his  conduct  would 
not  be  impartially  investigated,  he  took  the  fatal 
resolution  to  flee  from  justice. 

A reward  of  ^500,  has  been  offered  by  the  ex- 
ecuiive  for  his  apprehci^sion.  The  deputy  marshal 
and  assistant  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  arrived  here 
on  Thursday  with  a warrant  to  take  him  into  the 
custody  of  the  civil  authority — but  the  “bird  had 
flown.” 

Obed  Wright  is  supposed  to  be  about  30  years 
of  age,  5 feet  11  inches  high,' slender,  trim  built, 
Sciid  to  be  very  active,  fair  complexion,  light  blue 
I eyes,  fytd  liglit  brown  hair 
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A proclamationy  by  his  excellency  William  Rabun, 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  of  the 
militia  thereof — 

Whereas,  captain  Objed  Wright,  late  of  the 
Georgia  militia,  was  on  the  29th  day  of  May  last, 
arrested  and  confined  by  the  executive  authority 
of  this  state,  for  a violation  of  orders,  in  the  com- 
mission of  an  outrage  on  the  friendly  Indians  of  the 
Chehaw  village,  in  order  that  the  determination  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  should  be  tried  for  said  of- 
fence should  be  known:  And  whereas  I have  re- 
ceived information,  that  the  said  Obed  Wright  did 
on  the  night  of  the  2/th  inst.  break  his  said  arrest,^ 
and  abscond  from  the  place  of  his  confinement 
and  probably  from  this  state:  I have  therefore 
though  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby 
offering  a reward  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  any 
person  or  persons,  who  may  apprehend  the  said 
Obed  Wright,  and  deliver  him  into  the  custody  of 
the  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
district  of  Georgia,  residing  at  Milledgeville. — 
And  I do  moreover,  hereby  require  and  command, 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  be  vigilant  and 
attentive,  in  endeavoring  to  apprehend  and  secure 
the  aforesaid  Obed  Wright,  if  to  be  found  within 
this  state;  and  to  give  all  aid  and  assistance  in 
their  power,  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  may 
apprehend  him  for  confinement,  in  order  th^t  he 
may  be  brought  to  trial  for  the  crime  of  which  he 
is  charged. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  the  state  house  in  Milledgeville,  this 
thirtieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica the  forty-third.  WM.  RABUN. 

By  the  governor, 

Ab.  Hamjaond,  sec.  of  state. 

AFEAIIIS  AT  MOBTT.E. 

The  Mobile  Gazette  of  the  Ifth  ult.  contains 
details  of  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town  on  the  conduct  of  iieiit  Beally  commanding  a 
party  of  U.  S.  troops  there. 

Addin  LeidSy  esq.  was  chpsen  chairman,  and  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  chairman,  Messrs.  H, 
V.  Chamberlain,  John  Whitehead,  Henry  D.  Mer- 
ritt, Samuel  H,  G arrow,  and  Godwin  B.  Cotton, 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted: — 

Resolved^  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  we 
view  the  conduct  of  lieut.  R.  Beall,  in  marching  a 
body  of  United  States  troops  through  the  streets  of 
the  town  on  the  14th  inst.  in  a menacing  and  in- 
sulting manner,  armed  with  muskets  and  a piece 
of  artillery,  and  demolishing  the  jail  and  setting 
at  liberty  the  prisoners  confined  therein,  as  a most 
wonton,  and  most  unprecedented  outrage  L:gainst 
the  feelings,  the  interests  and  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  the  said  lieut. 
R.  Beall  in  arraying  the  United  States  troops  in  op- 
position to  the  civil  authority  of  this  town,  and 
that  too  in  a manner  peculiarly  insulting,  and  so 
directly  tending  to  excite  the  inhabitants  to  arms, 
and  to  deeds  of  bloodshed  a d horror,  was  an  un- 
warrantable attack  upon  our  most  sacred  rights  and 
privileges  as  American  citizens-,  that  his  conduct 
in  parading  through  the  streets  with  his  music  and 
detachment,  thus  causing  the  inhabitants  to  assem- 
ble at  the  said  jail,  and  there  turning  the  arms  of 
his  cotintry  against  our  peaceful  and  unarmed  citi- 
zens and  threatening  to  fire  upon  them,  an  ' icinal- 
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ly  ordering  his  sentry  to  fire,  were  acts  which,  we 
Jeprecate  with  feelings  of  horror  and  indignation 
—acts  which  disgrace  the  character  of  an  officer 
of  the  American  army. 

Resolved,  That  we  detest  the  infuriate  passions 
of  i mob,  though  they  might  have  hurled  vengeance 
on  the  heads  of  those  who  dared  to  arouse  them; 
that  we  wUi  appe«l  to  the  competent  authority,  for 
the  enjoyment  of  that  sacred  boon  of  our  constitu- 
tion, that  “the  military  be  subordinate  to  the  civil 
power.” 

After  which,  Addin  Lewis,  John  King,  Jun.  Sa- 
muel H.  Garrow,  H,  H,  Rolston,  H.  V.  Chamber - 
lain,  Alvin  Robishaw,  and  Thomas  Powell,  wer  e 
appointed  to  draft  a memorial  to  the  president  of 
the  U.  S.  on  the  occasion. 

The  same  paper  contains  the  following  note  from 
It.  Realh — 

Lieut.  Beall  requests  a suspension  of  the  public  opi- 
nion, in  reference  to  the  discharge  of  his  late  un- 
pleasant duty,  until  a proper  investigation  can  take 
place.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  let  it  be  under- 
stood, that  the  ground  upon  which  the  county  jail 
had  been  temporarily  erected,  was  the  public  hos- 
pital lot  of  the  United  States, 

Hamilton,  the  soldier  who  assassinated  maj.  Bird- 
sail,  has  been  turned  oyer  to  the  civil  authority 
by  order  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

Kentucky.  The  late  treasurer  of  this  state, 
John  P.  Thomas,  esq,  found  delinquent  in  a large 
sia.m  by  the  last  general  assembly,  has  honorably 
settl^fd  up  his  accounts,  and  refunded  the  money. 

A P&desfrian  race,  of  sufficient  importance  to 
occupy  a column  of  one  of  the  largest  London 
newspapers,  for  j^SOO,  was  run  near  Baltimore  on 
Tuesday  last — a Marylander  against  an  English- 
man;— the  latter,  as  it  should  be  in  every  case, 
was  fairly  beaten.  The  distance,  100  yards,  was 
run  in  ei^At  seconds,  by  the  :?top  watch — so  say  eye- 
witnesses. A large  sum  was  depending  on  its  issue. 

Town  lots. — There  is  to  be  a town  somewhere  in 
i^he  Alabama  territory,  to  be  called  “Florence” — 
52  lots  in  it  were  lately  sold  for  eighty-two  thousand 
dollars. 

Mutiny.  The  crew  of  the  brig  Pedlar  of  New- 
York  rose  upon  their  officers  while  lying  at  Smyr- 
na. A party  from  a French  frigate  lying  near  re- 
stored order,  and  carried  off  the  mutineers  in  irons; 
and  the  commander  seemed  much  disposed  to  hang 
them  at  once.  They  were  however  given  up  to  be 
sent  the  U.  S, 

Mails,  in  stearn-boats. — It  is  stated  that  the  post- 
master general  is  about  to  avail  himself  of  the  fa- 
cilities offered  by  the  steam  boats  on  the  Ohio  and. 
Mississippi  to  transport  certain  mails  to  and  from 
various  ports  and  places. 

The  cotton  crop  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  damag- 
ed by  the  rot,  in  some  parts  of  South  Carolina. 

Williamson* s machine  for  separating  garlic,  &c. 
from  wheat.  The  “Enquirer”  desires  a description 
of  this  important  machine — We  shall  endeavor  to 
comply  with  the  editor’s  wishes  next  week. 

The  Harmony  society  have,  within  a very  few 
years,  made  extensive  purchases  of  public  lands  in 
Indiana,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Wabash,  about 
thirty  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio. — 
We  are  assured  that,  from  a field  of  150  acres, 
they  had  reaped,  this  year,  six  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat,  being  at  the  rate  of  forty  bushels  an  acre. 
The  land  cost  them  two  dollars  an  acre.  In  Eng- 
land, land  is  worth  20  or  30  years*  purchase!!  In 
Indiana,  a single  crop  pays  about  twenty  times  the 
price  of  the  lund  — JsTat.  Int. 
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